
Pioneer Technology Center Board of Education 
Regular Meeting
Tuesday, December 10, 2019, 6:00 PM
Room B120 
2101 N. Ash St.
Ponca City, Oklahoma 74601 

 

 

The Board of Education will meet in Room B120 on the Pioneer Technology Center campus at 
5:00 pm for a snack supper.  No school board action will be discussed or taken; therefore, no 
agenda items are listed in connection with this period prior to convening of the Board of 
Education meeting.

 

1. Call meeting to order 

2. Roll call and establish a quorum 

3. Flag salute and moment of silence 

4. Reports and Presentations - Program Spotlight, Career Center 

5. Discussion and vote to approve or not approve the Minutes of the November 12, 2019 
regular Board of Education meeting 

6. Discussion, review and vote to approve or not approve the Financial Reports; Activity 
Fund Report; and Encumbrance/Change Order Lists (General Fund #40842-40954; 
Building Fund #40041-40048; Payroll #none-change orders only). 

7. Administrative Reports and Anticipated Discussion by the Board and Staff regarding 
facilities, district policy issues, community issues and/or personnel or student needs 

A. Traci Thorpe, Superintendent/CEO 

B. Kahle Goff, Executive Director, Full-Time Programs 

8. Discussion and vote to approve or not approve individuals on part-time and temporary 
employment contracts, and addenda to contracts as listed on Appendix A. 

9. Discussion and vote to approve or not approve out-of-state travel for Traci Thorpe to 
attend TCTW Leaders Forum, January 28-30, 2020, Clear Point, Alabama 

10. Proposed Executive Session to discuss the hiring of Elaina Howe, Children's Lab & 
Preschool Teacher    Okla. Stat. Title 25, 307(B)(1).  



11. Vote to convene in Executive Session 

A. Time: 

12. Acknowledge return of the Board to Open Session 

A. Time: 

13. Board President statement of Executive Session minutes 

14. Vote to approve or not approve hiring of Elaine Howe, Children's Lab & Preschool 
Teacher 

15. New Business 

16. Public Comment 

17. Motion and vote to adjourn 

A. Time: 

 

NOTE:  The Board may discuss, make motions and vote upon all matters appearing on this agenda.  Such votes may be to adopt, reject, 
table, reaffirm, rescind, or take no action on any agenda matter.

 

 

POSTED:  Pioneer Technology Center, North Entrance

                  Posted ____________________________

                  By Allison Christy, Minutes Clerk



Pioneer Technology Center Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, November 12, 2019 
6:00 PM, Room B120 
2101 N. Ash St. 
Ponca City, Oklahoma 74601 
 
 

1. Call meeting to order 
 
2. Roll call and establish a quorum 
 
Present Board Members: 
Mr. Larry Buck 
Ms. Gay Norris 
Ms. Mary Rigdon 
Mr. J.D. Soulek 
 
Absent Board Members: 
Ms. Orva Rothgeb 
 
Also in attendance were Traci Thorpe, Stacey Rush, Mary Allan, Ryan Burkett, Molly 
Kyler, Mike Orr, Terri Busch, Kendra Keelin, Kahle Goff and Allison Christy.  Guests 
attending were Richard Winterrowd, Sally Talley, Juan Samaniego and Paul Kyler. 
 
3. Flag salute and moment of silence 
 
4. Reports and Presentations - 
 
Ken & Vida Thomas, Incubator Client  
Mr. Thomas informed the group about their State Surgical Supply business. 
 
Architectural Virtual Walk-Through of Westward Expansion 
Mr. Winterrowd explained the various parts of the expansion project as we viewed the 
virtual tour. 
 
Kendra Keelin - New Teacher Induction 
Ms. Keelin explained the PTC New Teacher Induction process and how it benefits our 
teachers.  
 
5. Discussion and vote to approve or not approve the Minutes of the October 8, 2019 
regular Board of Education meeting. 
Motion to approve the Minutes of the October 8, 2019 regular Board of Education meeting 
passed with a motion by Ms. Gay Norris and a second by Mr. J.D. Soulek. 
 
Mr. Larry Buck: Yea 
Ms. Gay Norris: Yea 
Ms. Mary Rigdon: Yea 
Ms. Orva Rothgeb: Absent 
Mr. J.D. Soulek: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0 
 



6. Discussion, review and vote to approve or not approve the Financial Reports; Activity 
Fund Report; and Encumbrance/Change Order Lists (General Fund #40691-40841; 
Building Fund #40040; Payroll #70164). 

Motion to approve the Financial Reports; Activity Fund Report; and Encumbrance/Change 
Order Lists as presented passed with a motion by Mr. J.D. Soulek and a second by Mr. 
Larry Buck. 
 
Mr. Larry Buck: Yea 
Ms. Gay Norris: Yea 
Ms. Mary Rigdon: Yea 
Ms. Orva Rothgeb: Absent 
Mr. J.D. Soulek: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0 
 
7. Administrative Reports and Anticipated Discussion by the Board and Staff regarding 
facilities, district policy issues, community issues and/or personnel or student needs 
 
Traci Thorpe, Superintendent/CEO 
Ms. Thorpe mentioned the upcoming NSBA Conference in April, urging Board members 
who would like to attend to let us know as soon as possible.  Ms. Thorpe and Dr. Burkett 
met with Mike Leonard of IBEW to discuss opportunities for current journeymen 
electricians to upskill with instrumentation skills. Ms. Kyler and Ms. Schwabe hosted an 
event for Women in Manufacturing.  They had a great discussion about their needs and 
trends within their industries.  The group is interested in continuing to meet.  Mr. Goff met 
with Cowley College, toured and talked about program pathways to their degrees. 
Sophomore Tours were in October and 3rd Grade Days are December 5-6.  Ms. Thorpe 
discussed the financial piece for the Westward Expansion project and a list of some 
equipment needs, such as panic buttons and other miscellaneous IT items. 

 
Molly Kyler, Executive Director, Business & Industry Services 
Ms. Kyler and Ms. Thorpe joined several Oklahoma CareerTech Superintendents on a 
recent trip to Ohio to visit other technology centers. They noticed many differences in the 
operations of their tech centers and also came back with some new ideas. Ms. Kyler 
referred the Board to the Director's Report for more information on events and 
accomplishments.   
 
8. Discussion and vote to approve or not approve list of proposed Board Meeting dates for 
2020 Motion to approve list of proposed Board Meeting dates for 2020 passed with a motion 
by Mr. J.D. Soulek and a second by Ms. Gay Norris. 
 
Mr. Larry Buck: Yea 
Ms. Gay Norris: Yea 
Ms. Mary Rigdon: Yea 
Ms. Orva Rothgeb: Absent 
Mr. J.D. Soulek: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0 
 
 
 
 



9. Discussion and vote to approve or not approve purchases over $10,000 as listed on 
Appendix A. 
Motion to approve purchases over $10,000 as listed on Appendix A. passed with a motion 
by Mr. Larry Buck and a second by Ms. Gay Norris. 
 

Mr. Larry Buck: Yea 
Ms. Gay Norris: Yea 
Ms. Mary Rigdon: Yea 
Ms. Orva Rothgeb: Absent 
Mr. J.D. Soulek: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0 
 

10. Discussion and vote to approve or not approve individuals on part-time and temporary 
employment contracts, and addenda to contracts as listed on Appendix B. 
Motion to approve individuals on part-time and temporary employment contracts, and 
addenda to contracts as listed on Appendix B. passed with a motion by Mr. Larry Buck and 
a second by Mr. J.D. Soulek. 

 

Mr. Larry Buck: Yea 
Ms. Gay Norris: Yea 
Ms. Mary Rigdon: Yea 
Ms. Orva Rothgeb: Absent 
Mr. J.D. Soulek: Yea 
Yea: 4, Nay: 0 
 

11. New Business 
None. 
 

12. Public Comment 
None. 
 

13. Board President Mary Rigdon adjourned the meeting at 7:59 pm. 
 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Allison N. Christy 
 

Allison N. Christy 
Board Minutes Clerk 
 

__________________________________________ 
President, Board of Education 
 

__________________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Education 
 

______________________ 
Date of Approval 
 
 

 
Motion:                         Second:                     Vote: 























 

 

Monthly Report 

December 2019 

 
Meetings and Activities 
 

• November 13 – Accreditation Team Meeting; After Board Report Meeting 
• 14 – Area Superintendent Meeting; Peachtree Landing Board Meeting;   
      PTC Advisory Night Committee Meetings 
• 15 – CTE Superintendent Advisory Meeting at ODCTE; PN Graduation 
• 18 – Admin Team Meeting; Ohio Trip Debrief via Zoom 
• 19 – PTC Dropout Recovery and Prevention Bill Language Meeting; 
OkACTE Legislative Appropriation Meeting; Oklahoma Manufacturing Alliance 
Together We Make It Event - OKC 
• 20 – Meeting with Architects on the Westward Expansion 
• 21 – PTC Holiday Market and Thanksgiving Dinner; Legislative Language 
Meeting with Dr. Major, Skye McNeil, Roger King, Rep. Fetgatter, Senator 
Leewright and Kendra Keelin.  
• 22 – T&I Breakfast; Zoom Meeting with Michelle Campbell, Executive 
Director of Oklahoma Small Business Development Center and BIS staff: Jeff 
Lockett, Ben Evans, Dawn Brakey and Molly Kyler; Ponca Politics with Sheriff 
Kelley; Meeting with Sheriff Kelley, Jim Kelly, P66 and Sean Grigsba about 
Threat Suppression Training September 2020. 
• 25 – Meeting with Zach Trantham, Ponca City Chamber/Tourism to 
discuss Humane Society fundraiser with James Kirkendall. 
• 26 – Ponca City Chamber Board Meeting; Ribbon Cutting for Dr. Sunil 
Menon at PC Hospital; Business After Hours sponsored by Community 
National Bank @ Osage Casino 
• 27-29 – Thanksgiving Break 
• December 2 – Admin Team Meeting; Doctoral dissertation research 
interview with Dawn Lindsley.  
• 3 – Ponca City Business Council Meeting; Alliance Health 100 year 
celebration/ribbon cutting 
• 4 – 1 Million Cups with Gabrielle Anderson; Accreditation Team Meeting; 
District Area Special Education Teachers’ Seminar @ PTC 
• 5 – University Center Board Meeting; Meeting with architects to discuss 
west parking lots; 8th Grade tours; PC Chamber Education and Workforce 
Committee Meeting 
• 6 – 8th Grade tours 
 

Full-Time Programs 
 

• Mary Allan organized tours for West Middle School Gifted and Talented 
students to tour our STEM programs: Health, EMS, Math, Industrial Tech, 
and Teacher Preparation.  We hosted more than 60 students.  



 

 

• The first annual Holiday Market was a success.  The proceeds yielded 
more than $5,600 for our CTSO account, and the crafts and items were 
made by our students and staff.  We are looking forward to next year’s 
event! 

• Ian Freeman has been working to get PTC approved to provide weld 
certification testing.  He has recently received his certification for welding 
inspection and will be able to provide testing for outside examinees.  Ian is 
partnering with other tech center instructors to provide testing for PTC 
students and will be able reciprocate for theirs.  

• We are working with Skye McNeil, Rep. Fetgatter, Senator Leewright, Doug 
Major and Roger King to craft some legislation related to reinstating the 
science waiver for CTE training as well as providing funding for Dropout 
Prevention and Recovery programs. 

Business and Industry Services 
• Nov 22 – We met via Zoom with Michelle Campbell, with Oklahoma Small 

Business Development Center to discuss their mission and potential 
partnership with them in the North Central Oklahoma Area.  

• We had several excellent recommendations from our advisory committee 
members regarding some short-term training needs for welding, IT and 
health care.  Pam Dickerson is currently following up on those 
recommendations to see what additional courses we may need to offer. 

• Dec. 3-5 – Wildland Firefighting Fundamentals – Johnny Thornburgh 
• Dec. 10 – Leadercast Women – Take Courage – Corbin Dewitt 
• Jan. 15 – Oklahoma Business Tax – Ben Evans 
• Jan. 22 – Keep it Local – Dawn Brakey 

 

Capital Planning 
• The final adjustments are in progress on the EMS Training Facility.  Lights 

on the East side were moved out of the line of the rappelling platform.   
• Met with the Construction Manager and Architects to review millwork, AV 

and other features needed in each area.  
• Met with architects to discuss the west parking lot configuration. 

Upcoming Events 
• Dec. 17th – 5:00 pm PTC Children’s Christmas Party; Business After Hours 

sponsored by PCDA and Ponca City Chamber @ Marland Mansion – 5-
7pm 

• Dec. 19th – PTC Staff Christmas Party @ PTC – 5-6pm 
• December 20th and Jan. 3rd – Holiday Work Days 
• Jan. 6th – Second Semester starts 

 
 



Directors’ Report to the PTC Board of Education – December 2019 
(Alphabetic by Area) 

Business & Industry Services & Safety 

• The BIS team conducted over 112 one-on-ones/consults for a total of 109.75 counseling 

hours. 

• Ben Evans, Robert Howard and Dawn Brakey provided technical assistance to clients resulting 

in client awards/client savings of approximately $850,418. 

• The BIS team also logged 3,005 contact hours with district clients. 

• Our AT&D classes generated revenues of $7,407. 

• The revenue generated from our Safety training is 15,595. 

• Of the 12 AT&D on-campus classes that began in November, five offer a certification upon 

successful completion. The certification provides eligibility for new jobs or continuing 

education to maintain certification for current positions. The breakdown is as follows:  

o CNA                                                    8 

o CMA Continuing ED  16 

o CPR - Basic Life Support                  2 

o MAT                                                    4 

o Total Students                  30 

• Ben Evans hosted the Oklahoma Tax Commission’s Business Tax Class with four participants.  

• Corbin Dewitt coordinated the first of four sessions in the “Take Courage / Leadercast 

Women” Program with 23 attending.  

• Molly Kyler and Corbin Dewitt coordinated morning and afternoon sessions in Blackwell for 

their Competitive Utility Programs (CUPS). The program was titled “Customer Service 

Activities to Supercharge Your Team.” There were 19 in attendance. They also coordinated 

Strategic Planning for Hospice of North Central Oklahoma with 12 attending. 

• Robert Howard coordinated a Lunch and Learn with SHRM to present “Social Media – Know 

your Risk” with 20 attending.  

• Johnny Thornburgh coordinated Structure Fire Response over three days with 54 attending 

from Ponca City Fire Department. He also coordinated an NFPA 1403 Live Burn Training for 

the tower. 

• Sylvia Urioste coordinated Blood borne Pathogens for White Eagle Transit and Maintenance 

Tech. ll training for Otoe Housing with 11 attending.  

 

On the horizon… 

• December 3, 4, & 5   Wildland Firefighting Fundamentals 

• December 10 “Take Courage Leadercast Women” Session 2  

Communications & Marketing 

• Advisory Night set-up, invitations, photos, and assistance was given, 103 advisors in 

attendance. 

• Meeting with Corbin Dewitt to speak about a leadership specialty hand-out for his program. 

• Social media updates were made on a daily basis by Terri Busch. 

• Several press releases were sent to area newspapers and were run, see paperclips. 



• Terri Busch and Angela Ogden assisted with the Holiday Market team and the event raised 

$5,600 for CTSO’s. This was a 2 day event for them as set-up took up time on the day before 

the event. 

• Terri Busch received training at the Gooden group for Public Information Officers. 

• Angela Ogden created the AT&D Schedule for the spring along with the AT&D team, the 

Catalog that should be in mailboxes by Dec. 2nd.  

• PN Graduation was held, Terri Busch assisted with audio visuals, photographs and 

livestreaming for the evening. 

• Angela Ogden updated and created numerous flyers, postcards and invitations throughout 

the month. 

• Updates were made to the lobby displays daily and weekly along with the outside sign.  

• Angela Ogden designed and created along with the instructional directors the Door Dash 

initiative.  

• Angela Ogden and Terri Busch created ads that ran in all area papers, with aligning students 

to promote PTC during the tax window when statements are sent out. 

• Terri Busch worked with Accreditation team to continue building graphs and tables for the 

document. 

• A new PTC Foundation logo was created by Angela Ogden and approved by the foundation 

board.  

• Angela Ogden created holiday cards for Traci to compliment gifts being delivered to area 

partners.  

 

Instructional Services 

Instructional Directors 

• Mr. Goff attended an OSSBA Human Resources Academy.  

• Mrs. Keelin, Mr. Goff, Mrs. Pulley and Mr. Ladner met with a representative from the East 

Initiative to discuss brining the program to PTC.  

• Kahle Goff participated in the City of Ponca City Park and Recreation Board meeting.  

• Kahle Goff participated in an ODCTE Accreditation Visit at Indian Capital Technology Center in 

Muskogee and Stillwell.  

• All Instructional Directors participated in the Annual PTC Advisory Committee Night.  

• Mrs. Allan attended National ACTE Vision Conference.  

• Dr. Burkett attended the Pioneer Woman Museum Board Meeting 

• Dr. Burkett and Mr. Freeman met with Gary Greethurst from AirGas 

• Dr. Burkett and Mr. Renfrow met with representatives from Tyner’s Transmission to set up 

evening classes with a trainer from ProAutoTech in Florida 

• Dr. Burkett concluded Google Classroom sessions for area teachers  

• Dr. Burkett, Mrs. Thorpe and Mr. Rector visited Autry Tech to discuss automation options 

• Mr. Goff, Dr. Burkett, and Mrs. Keelin met with staff members to discuss changes for student 

certifications and prorating textbooks processes and policies 

• Dr. Burkett worked with Mrs. Evans and 5 T&I teachers to provide support for the P66 Retreat 

targeting building a pipeline of trainees 

• Dr. Burkett and Mr. Freeman met with Cookshack to discuss internship possibilities 

• Mr. Goff, Dr. Burkett, and Mrs. Keelin attended T&I Breakfast with M4 construction 

• Mr. Goff, Dr. Burkett, and Mrs. Keelin attended 1 Million Cups with Anderson Salon and Spa 

• Mr. Goff and Mrs. Keelin attended the Alliance Health 100 Year Celebration 



• Dr. Burkett worked with Mr. Vap to be able to deliver NREMT exams in the assessment center 

• Mrs. Keelin attended Tri County Technology Center Accreditation as an accreditation 

examiner 

• Mrs. Keelin attended the NERA Board Meeting 

• Mrs. Keelin attended personnel committee meeting for SRN 

 

Adult Health Programs 

Medical Assisting: 

• Students continue to work on curriculum and skills. 

• Ms. McConnell had seven members attend Advisory Night in the Medical Assisting program. 

Practical Nursing: 

• PN Pinning Ceremony was held on Nov. 15th and was well attended. Traci Thorpe was the 

guest speaker and gave a heartfelt speech and video. Fifteen students were pinned by family 

and loved ones. 

• Advisory Night discussion was very productive and positive. There were twelve guests and 

five PTC faculty and staff present. 

• PTC was hosted by Pawhuska Hospital as a possible clinical rotation for nursing students. 

Faculty was impressed with the skills opportunities available at that facility.  

• Blackwell Regional Hospital is now under the ownership of Stillwater Hospital. We welcome 

the opportunity to work with Stillwater personnel.  

Health, BITE and Special Programs 

Academic Math: 

• Academic Math is pushing forward towards the end of 1st semester. We are on track with our 

curriculum mapping and the students are working very hard! 

• Geometry- Analyzing graphs on the coordinate plane. Beginning congruence in figures and 

triangles. 

• Alg 2- Factoring and solving quadratic functions and analyzing domain and range of real life 

situations. Doing lots of ACT prep during bell work time for the students taking the ACT in 

December. 

• Math Analysis- Working with functions in a variety of ways. They are finding inverses, 

transforming them, doing compositions, and analyzing their behavior.  

• Math of Finance- Wrapping up a chapter on Life after High School. Looking at best methods to 

obtaining desired careers and what secondary school is necessary for those positions, how to 

budget for new expenses that will be accrued, etc. This chapter has been eye opening for a 

few who have very high expectations of life after high school. We discussed how having high 

hopes is fine, but you also have to be realistic and plan accordingly.  

Children’s Lab and Preschool/Teacher Prep: 

• Lora Walton- attended the Osage Nation Childcare Conference in Tulsa 

• Lora Walton taught a class for area childcare providers on "Cooking with Kids in Childcare;  

Kindal Eller attended the class. 

• Children’s Lab staff helped with Teacher Prep/Vicki Braden's advisory committee meeting 

• Children's Lab parents were encouraged to take their children to culinary’s Thanksgiving 

Dinner. Several families participated.  

• The Children's Lab has been chosen to participate in a pilot program for Brightwheel's (our 

computer software program) new platforms that are coming soon. Part of that will include 

management of the waiting list as well as an online enrollment process.  



• Children’s Lab is currently at full enrollment with a waiting list of 41 including 2 that have not 

even been born yet. 

HCC1: 

• Students have started and are working on: 

                Anatomy Skeletal System, Muscular System, &amp; Nervous System 

        Core Computers and Technology in Health Care &amp; Legal and Ethical Responsibilities 

        Medical Terminology Skeletal System, Muscular System, &amp; Nervous System 

• Career Center: all first year students are studying and continuing to work on obtaining their 

workkeys certifications. Several students have obtained certifications already. Second year 

students are learning communication techniques and job readiness skills during Employability 

Training. 

• Special Speakers: Kendra Ladner, Physical Therapist from AHPC spoke during our Muscular 

System Unit. 

• We taught students about concussions through hands on activities and while 6th graders 

visited we made concussion glitter bottles. 

HCC2: 

• Long Term Care Aide &amp; Home Health Care Nursing Aide: We had 10 students pass their 

certification exams so far &amp; 2 more students are studying to test. 

• ACNA: (Advanced Acute Care Nursing Assistant or Pre-Nursing) Pre-Nursing students have 

completed the Assessment Unit &amp; Skills, Plan of Care Unit and Skills, Documentation Unit  

• Skills. 

• PhT: (Pharmacy Technician) Pharmacy students have completed the Orientation to Pharmacy 

Technician Unit and the Federal Law Unit. Pharmacy students have also learned how to make 

medication labels for prescription bottles, common abbreviations used in pharmacies, SIGS, 

HIPAA Regulations, and Calculating of Drug Dosages. 

• VA: (Veterinary Assistant) Foundations for Veterinary Staff, Kennel Maintenance Principles, 

• Veterinary Receptionist Training, and DEPCO Assignments 1-4. Veterinary Assistant students 

have also learned how to perform assessments, obtaining a history on animals, and 

performing CPR on animals. 

 HOSA: We took students to Fall Leadership Conference; we now have 1 student that is 

representing PTC HCC as an Oklahoma State HOSA Officer.  

Mrs. Feaster attended the NCHSE Conference November 5-8. 

New Beginning: 

4 new students in November 

2 students are attending Long Term Nurse Aide class 

Mrs. Burg attended a board meeting for Child Welfare Advisory  

AMBUCS donated 40 Thanksgiving Baskets to our New Beginning and HSE students 

ABE/HSE: 

• 130 students currently enrolled 

• Another graduate at KCDC in November 

• Will begin to offer evening ABE/HSE testing starting in January 

SHARE: 

• One student has finished all credits for graduation. We have two more students sign up for 

second semester. 

BITE:   

• The BITE classes have been working hard towards completing courses in multiple program 

areas. We will have several completers by the end of the year.  



• The BPA students have been able to volunteer with Festival of Angels in the Hut.  

• Mr. Ladner’s Cyber Patriot students have competed in two rounds so far. The AM team has 

achieved Gold level while the PM team has reached the highest level of Platinum. They will be 

competing in the State Round on Dec 8th.  

• Dana Pulley and Zac Ladner recently took their students to tour Dell EMC and do a team 

building activity at an escape room in Oklahoma City.  

• Dana Pulley has several students doing internships. Two at the courthouse working for the 

D.A. One student at Cookshack doing accounts receivable and one at Head Country 

performing office duties.   

• One of Zac Ladner’s completers was hired on Dec 4th by CT Technologies and will be starting 

his new career Dec 20th. 

T&I and Service Programs:  

• Automotive (Kyle Renfrow) 

o Three individuals donated vehicles to the program 

o Curriculum will shift into transmissions and drivetrain after Christmas break 

o ProAutoTech trainer will provide electrical systems training on December 17th  

• Construction (James Kirkendall) 

o Participated in Holiday Market 

o Completed Festival of Angels Christmas Trailer 

o Working on Pioneer Woman Museum Chicken Coop 

• Cosmetology (Kayla Randol) 

o  

• Criminal Justice (Tom Burg) 

o Toured the Kay County Jail 

o Hands on training with the Ponca City Police Department in handcuffing techniques 

felony stops and defensive tactics 

o Trained with the Kay County Jail in ground fighting 

• Culinary Arts (Brenda Pollak) 

o Started providing meals for the Ponca City Senior Center every Thursday 

o 4 students helped prepare and serve the advisory meal 

o Had a successful annual Thanksgiving lunch 

• Firefighter/EMT (Gary Vap) 

o Preparing for Firefighter I exam 

o Mr. Vap elected to the Subject Matter Expert Committee for the Oklahoma State 

University Fire Service Training Certification Department 

• Fleet & Facilities Management (Steve Bookout) 

o Participated in the Holiday Market 

o Working on Christmas floats 

• Industrial Tech (Chuck Rector) 

o Student working at Carbon Black 

o Made TONS of Money at the holiday Market for CTSOs 

o Toured Garaga 

o Instructor is now certified thru Snap-On for Digital Multi-Meter (new cert that ALL 

students will get) 

• Machine Tool (Jared McMartin) 

o Preparing for 8th grade tours 

o Had a student start at Galaxy Tool on Monday 



• Welding (Ian Freeman) 

o PTC may now offer State Card Certifications for Welders  

o Mr. Freeman is working with instructors from Autry Tech and Meridian Tech to 

provide certification exams for all schools 

 

Student Services   

Student Services: 

• The Student Service team is wrapping up the first semester with students. We are doing the 

SWP Q2 reviews, hosted our advisory committee meeting, assisted with all school advisory 

night, hosted area special education educators in a meeting to network with our instructors, 

attended state NTHS conference with students, cohosted an industry meeting with P66 for 

counselors/instructors in our district, assisted with Tri County accreditation, met with the 

Foundation board to review annual scholarship applications, and hosted 8th graders for 

recruitment to list a few events. We even managed time off for a wonderful Thanksgiving! We 

all soooooo appreciated the wonderful bonus you approved. Thank you! 

Career Center:  

• November flew by, we continued to have students work in their assigned curriculum and 

those that were ready to test were able to schedule their tests. 49 tests were taken with a 

92% success rate for the program requirements. We also had two students who earned their 

WorkKeys Career Readiness Certificate. 

• For the month of November, employability soft skills discussed the topic of Time 

Management. We also updated resumes for 2nd year students and adults. 

Career Development Facilitator: 

• The 8th graders were on campus December 5-6 for hands-on activities and a 

tour through all of our program areas.  

• SLA assisted during the advisory committee banquet and were tour guides 

for the 8th grade event. 

• The GIRLS put up can lights at Cann Memorial Gardens and worked the opening 

night event, earning $1000 grant for the CTSO. 

Assessment Facilitator: 

• The Pesticide tests from the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture have taken off this month. 

Charles Luper, OSU Extension, and I met with Terri to write an article for area papers and 

social media outlining the various pesticide tests. 158 assessments have been administered 

this month. Lori and I attended NTHS State Conference in Tulsa. I attended advisory night and 

took minutes for Firefighter/EMT as well as assisted with the successful Holiday Market. 

Disabilities Specialist/Job Placement Facilitator: 

• Collected and recorded 1st quarter WBL data from instructors and gave instructors forms for 

2nd quarter data. 

• Began planning process with the North Central Transition Fair Team for the Transition Fair will 

be held in conjunction with PTC Preview night on February 10th.  

• Hosted OSUIT for our College Day presentations for all students. 

• Hosted the Army Recruiter for interested students. 

• Hosted District Special Education Teachers Meeting.  

Plant/Facilities 

• Water valves replaced on the holiday break. 

• Working on the campus security “bug out bags” and Emergency action plan flippers. 



• Repaired the seminar center partition.  

• Scheduling parking lot surface repairs (stripping, crack seal, and topcoat.) 

• Continue to work with architects on westward expansion project.  

 



Paper Clips
November 2019
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EMILY TARR
Firefighter/EMT

Seeing the Firefighter/EMT 
program go from one fire 

engine to a simulated training 
center was exciting! I’ve been 

given so many opportunities to 
grow in this career.

The Cordon Bank, one of two the Dalton Gang attempted to rob on the same day was toured 
by members of the Wheeler Dealers Camping Club.

Final Wheeler Dealers camput held in Coffeyville, KS.
 Wheeler Dealers Camping Club members enjoy a variety of activities on monthly campouts.  This 

year was different from others with frequent flooding at many of the lakes enjoyed in past years, so 
members had to exercise creativity in locations and activities.

  November Wheeler Dealers journeyed to Coffeyville, KS camping at the Walter Johnson Park 
where the group rented a building for meals and games.  This campout’s theme was taken from the 
folks song “Way Down Yonder in the Paw Paw Patch” with bread and cookies served made with paw 
paw’s from the campout hosts Joe and Pat Brown’s yard.

Coffeyville is named for Col. James A. Coffey who established a trading post to trade with Osage 
Indians and other tribes in what was then Indian Territory later Oklahoma.

Best known as the town where the infamous Dalton Gang attempted to rob two banks in one day, 
Wheeler Dealers members Friday afternoon visited one of those bank buildings, the historic former 
Cordon Bank now home to the Coffeyville Visitor Center.  On Oct. 5, 1892 the Dalton Gang at-
tempted the robbery in broad daylight.  However, one banker delayed the robbery saying the safe was 
on a time lock.  This gave the citizens time to arm themselves to defend the town to end the era of the 
Dalton Gang with the death of four of the five gang members.

Across the downtown plaza, Wheeler Dealers shopped at Isham’s Hardware, the store where citi-
zens armed themselves against the Dalton Gang.  Club members and Coffeyville natives Roger and 
Helen Blake enjoyed dropping in on old friends and Isham’s owners sisters Jean and Jane “Dinger” 
Walterscheid.  Meanwhile members enjoyed finding things you can only find in an old-fashioned 
hardware store.  Opened in 1870, Isham’s has been in the same location since then with the Waltersc-
heid family only the second family to own it.

Friday evening members enjoyed Mexican food at El Pueblito and returned to the campground for 
games of Mexican Train and Catch Phrase in the campground building reserved by the group.

Saturday morning the group learned about Coffeyville’s history 
at the Dalton Defenders Museum.   This included a History Chan-
nel video recreating the famous Dalton raid.   In addition to arti-
facts about the Dalton raid, the museum contains exhibits about 
Coffeyville history including a Native American room and a room 
honoring famous Coffeyville citizens.

Next door at Miss Kate’s Mercantile Wheeler Dealers members 
enjoyed sandwiches on homemade bread and salads and shopped 
at the small boutiques.  This was followed by a walk downtown to 
an antique mall.

Saturday afternoon the group took a step back in time to the ear-
ly 1900s with a tour of the Brown Mansion.  Built between 1898 
and 1906, this three-story historic home contains many original 
furnishings.  The Brown’s moved to Coffeyville opening a lumber 
mill and the woodwork in the Brown Mansion echoed beautiful 
wood throughout.  They later discovered the second largest gas 
well at the time on their property.  Several light fixtures in the 
home were designed to operate both on natural gas and electricity 
which was new at the time.

Saturday afternoon members joined in a blind folded version of 
horseshoes and a Corn Hold tournament.  That evening the group 
enjoyed several different soups, breads and desserts in a potluck 
supper.  One of the highlights was pawpaw bread and cookies 
made by the Browns.  Sunday morning after a pot luck breakfast 
members headed home to winterize campers until next spring.  
However, the group will meet one more time in December for the 
traditional Christmas Party at the Phillips 66 Fourth St. Clubhouse 
in Ponca City.

Monthly campouts are held weekends from March to November 
with only a lunch or breakfast gathering in February and a spe-
cial Christmas Party in December.   Members can make their own 
reservations at many of the Corps lakes through recreation.gov, 
the Corps of Engineers reservation service.  Oklahoma State Parks 
reservations are made through gocampok.com. Current members 
are from Bartlesville and Ponca City.  However, anyone from 
northern Oklahoma or southern Kansas is invited to join.

Pioneer Tech
student of the month
Tashina Littlecook is the 

Pioneer Technology Center 
(PTC) November Student of 
the Month.  She is an adult 
student from Red Rock and 
represents the Practical 
Nursing Program.  Accord-
ing to her instructors, she is 
always smiling, demonstrates 
a positive attitude and shows 
good leadership qualities. 
Little Cook has been an aide 
for various nursing homes 
in the area and has accepted 
a position at the Pawhuska 
Hospital while she works to 
complete her Licensed Practi-
cal Nurse (LPN) certification.  
For more information about 
Pioneer Technology Center’s 
programs and initiatives, call 
580-762-8336 or visit their 
website www.pioneertech.
edu.
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WASHINGTON, DC — 
Senator James Lankford 
(R-OK) today reintroduced 
the Patient Access to High-
er Quality Health Care Act, 
which removes the Afford-
able Care Act’s (ACA) ban 
on the creation and expan-
sion of new physician-
owned hospitals (POHs) and 
allows POHs to participate 
in Medicare and Medicaid. 

Lifting this ban will 
increase competition among 
hospitals, lower costs, and 
expand access to quality 

care for more Americans, 
especially those with Medi-
care and Medicaid. 

“Obamacare unfairly pro-
hibited the creation and 
expansion of physician-
owned hospitals, depriv-
ing Americans of anoth-
er health care delivery 
option,” said Lankford. 

“The Patient Access to 
Higher Quality Health Care 
Act would remove the ACA’s 
ban on POHs and allow 
them to compete with non-
profit, community, and for-
profit hospitals to provide 
innovative services tailored 
to patient needs. Rather 
than a blanket prohibition 
on the creation and expan-
sion of POHs, we can and 
should increase hospital 
innovation, help reduce 

costs, and ensure access to 
quality health care.

“Mergers and acquisitions 
continue to shrink hospital 
systems, which ultimately 
drives up costs and forces 
patients in rural areas to 
travel to another state to 
receive medical care. We 
can protect multi-disci-
pline hospitals and allow 
patients to choose specialty 
hospitals if they so choose. 
While we work to find com-
mon ground on other major 
changes needed to health 
care delivery in our nation, 
there are a number of harm-
ful aspects of the ACA we 
can address immediately, 
and I look forward to this 
bill’s consideration and 
passage so we can finally 
address this discrepancy 
and help promote patient 
access.”

POHs represent less than 
five percent of the 5,700 hos-
pitals nationwide. However, 
POHs have a successful 
track record of providing 
individualized and innova-
tive quality care, and they 

meet a growing demand for 
health care services, espe-
cially in rural areas. Seven-
ty-five percent of all POHs 
have earned three or more 
stars in CMS’ Hospital Stars 
Program; 40 percent of them 
have earned five stars.
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TASHANTI CARSON
Culinary Arts

PTC is a great place to explore 
my career path. I can follow my 
dreams as I have many 
opportunities to participate 
in activities to learn the 
art of cooking and 
meet my goal of 
becoming a chef 
someday.
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If only one (1) candidate 
files for a Board of Educa-
tion office, that candidate 
is deemed to be elected 
and no election is held. 

If only two (2) candidates 
file for an office, they appear 
on the ballot at the Board of 
Education General Election 
held in April, and no Pri-
mary Election will be held 
in February. If three (3) or 
more candidates file for the 
same office, their names will 

appear on the ballot at the 
Primary Election in Febru-
ary. If a candidate receives 
a majority (50% +1), that can-
didate is elected. If no can-
didate receives a majority, 
the two candidates with the 
highest number of votes will 
proceed to the General Elec-
tion in April. Any contest of 
candidacy petitions, or with-
drawal of candidate, must be 
filed by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 6, 2019 at the Kay Coun-
ty Election Board.

Obituaries

Helen Ruth Steichen
Ruth Helen Steichen, age 

94, long time resident of Ponca 
City, passed away on Thurs-
day, November 14, 2019 at her 
home.

Ruth was born on March 17, 
1925 in Chickasha, OK, the sec-
ond daughter to Catherine and 
Joe Mildfelt. The Mildfelt fam-
ily lived in Perry during her 
early years where her father 
was a barber, and where both 
her parents had been raised 
on farms with a strong Catho-
lic background. When Ruth 
was 8 years old, her father 
purchased a 160 acre farm in 
Richmond, Kansas and the 
family moved to the Kansas 
farm where her mother was 
known for delicious food,cake 
decorating, and catering. Ruth 
continued to keep her Perry 
ties and worked for the Dona-
ghue family during the sum-
mer when she was 16, which 
is when she had her first 30 
minute ice cream cone date 
with her future husband, 
“Jody,” chaperoned by his 
brother John. Ruth graduated 
from Richmond High School 
and worked at Galts gas sta-
tion during her school years. 
After graduation, Ruth moved 
to Kansas City with her sister 
and worked for the Civilian 
Conservation Corps for two 
years. 

She married Joseph Cleo 
Steichen on December 1, 
1945 and together they estab-
lished Silvertop Farm, south-
west of Ponca City, among 
a large nucleus of Steichen 
and Schiltz farm families. She 
felt fortunate to marry into 
a large Catholic family and 
community that she enjoyed 
very much. They were married 
for 61 years until Joe’s death 
on December 12, 2006. She 
is survived by her five chil-
dren - Thomas, Larry, Linda, 
Rebecca and Mary - and their 
respective spouses, grand-
children, and great grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by 
her brother, Jerry Mildfelt, of 
Fort Scott, KS. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
two brothers, Tommy - who 
died at the end of World War 
II on his way home from active 
duty - and Gene, and her sister, 
Nellie Mitchum. 

Ruth worked for Continen-
tal Oil Company for four years 
before the birth of her first 
son. Thereafter, she resided 
on the farm and kept busy rais-
ing her five children, ensuring 
that they were educated not 
only in their school studies, 
but also with activities includ-
ing band, expression lessons, 
dance lessons, piano lessons, 
instrument lessons, gym-
nastics, dog training, school 
clubs, and anything else she 
felt would help her children 
succeed. She delivered eggs to 
clients throughout the coun-
ty to pay for all those activi-
ties. She was involved in local 
Home Extension for many 
years, serving in leadership 
positions, making champion 
entries at the county and state 
fairs, and attending confer-
ences. She coordinated many 
4-H activities and was a favor-
ite chaperone at 4-H Camp. 
She supported her Rotarian 
husband by being active in 
Rotary Anns, including serv-
ing as its President. She was 
active in St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, serving as a Commu-
nion Minister and a member 
of St. Helena’s Guild, where 
she enjoyed playing cards, in 
particular “Pitch” with her 
fellow Guild members. She 

eagerly returned to school 
at Northern Oklahoma Col-
lege and proudly earned an 
Associate Degree in 1977. She 
LOVED substitute teaching in 
the Ponca City School System 
for 18 years once her children 
had all graduated college, a 
goal she ensured happened 
for all five of her children. 

Many will remember Ruth’s 
infectious laughter, strong 
work ethic, love of fam-
ily and togetherness, sense 
of joy, warm smile and pleas-
ant greetings, baking skills - 
including cookies, cinnamon 
rolls, cherry cheese pie, and 
angel food cake, atop her 
John Deere mower, her way 
of playing with the neighbor-
hood children and her grand-
children - including “going 
downstairs” to her year round 
Christmas basement, swim-
ming, petting kitties, and gar-
dening - while teaching life 
lessons around her cherished 
home, her insistence to prop-
erly take care of things, her 
cooperative nature, her love of 
color, in particular all things 
RED, her love of jewelry 
and “nice” things, her sew-
ing ability and love of well-
made garments, her bread 
sack stash like many from the 
Great Depression era, and her 
strong belief in family, faith, 
leading by example, and let-
ting actions speak for them-
selves. Most importantly, she 
was always up for a trip to 
Braums for an ice cream cone. 

Friends and loved ones 
may pay their respects on 
Thursday, November 21 from 
12-8pm and Friday, from 8am-
5pm with a rosary and eulogy 
service will be held at 6 pm 
Friday, November 22nd at 
Trout Funeral Home. A for-
mal Mass of Christian Burial 
to be held at 10 am Saturday, 
November 23rd at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Ponca 
City with a luncheon to fol-
low in the parish hall. Ruth 
will be laid to rest at 2:30 pm 
at St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Cemetery in Perry, Oklahoma. 
Casket bearers will be Adam 
Steichen, Michael Steichen, 
Jason Steichen, Nathan Pet-
rich, Victor Quezada, Jesus 
Garcia, and Donnie Lauver. 
Ruth’s nephews from the Mild-
felt and Steichen family will 
serve as honorary casket bear-
ers. Arrangements are under 
the direction of Trout Funeral 
Home & Crematory.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to the Ruth 
H. Steichen Memorial Schol-
arship at Northern Oklahoma 
College, P.O. Box 310, Tonka-
wa, OK 74653-0310.

paid obituary

Claude Cochran
Claude “Sagebrush” 

Cochran, resident of Tonka-
wa, passed away on Sunday, 
November 17, 2019 at Wesley 
Medical Center in Wichita, 
Kansas. 

Claude was born on Decem-
ber 17, 1934 in Three Sands, 
Oklahoma to his parents Rus-
sell Forest Cochran and Mar-
garet Ruth (Pierce) Cochran. 
He enlisted into the United 
States Army where he served 
for over 20 years. Claude was 
a decorated soldier receiv-
ing the Army Commendation 
Medal, Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Vietnam-
ese Cross of Gallentry, Air 
Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal with three Bronze 
Service Stars, as well as the 
Purple Heart. Claude mar-
ried Una Randall in Febru-
ary of 1966 in Ponca City. He 
enjoyed spending time with 
his family and playing music, 
mainly the Bass, Guitar and 
Banjo. He also enjoyed tin-
kering around with electron-
ics. 

Claude is survived by 
his wife, Una Cochran of 
Haysville, Kansas, son, 
Wesley Cochran and wife, 
Susan of Arkansas City, 
Kansas, daughter, Elizabeth 
Weed and husband Terry 
of Haysville, Kansas, sister, 
Patricia Pepper of Tonkawa, 
Oklahoma, 7 grandchildren, 
21 great-grandchildren, cous-
in, Chris Cochran and wife, 
Sharon of Tonkawa, Okla-

homa.
He was preceded in death 

by his parents, Russell and 
Margaret Cochran and his 
brother, Baby Joe. 

A memorial ceremony for 
Claude will be held at 2pm 
on Friday, November 22, 2019 
at the Bethesda Assembly 
of God in Blackwell. Burial 
will follow the ceremony in 
Tonkawa I.O.O.F Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to the Lewy Body Dementia 
Foundation.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Trout Funer-
al Home and Crematory.

paid obituary

Rex Vernon Hillman
Rex Vernon Hillman was 

born February 2, 1956 in 
WaKeeney, Kansas to Dale 
Vernon and Ethel (Billinger) 
Hillman.  He graduated in 
1974 from Trego County High 
School and 1978 from Kansas 
State University.  He spent 
most of his career as an IT 
Database Administrator 
starting with Conoco, Inc. in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma and 
retiring from ConocoPhillips 
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

Rex loved his family, dot-
ing on his nieces and neph-
ews and the Greats.  He cher-
ished his friendships made 
at TCHS, KSU (Go CATS) and 
work and maintained a close 
connection to a group from 
his early Conoco days.  

Rex died peacefully on 
November 16, 2019 in Okla-
homa City, OK after a long 
battle with congestive heart 
failure.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, broth-
er-in-law Raymond Douglas, 
and niece Leslie Douglas 
Gates-Hadley.

He is survived by his best 
friend and wife, Becky Hill-
man, of Bartlesville; sister, 
Debbie Leiker (Leon) of 
Prosper, TX and two broth-
ers, Mark Hillman (Gina) 
of Bucyrus, KS and Curtis 
Hillman of Merriam, KS; sis-
ters-in-law Beth Douglas of 
Lousiville, AL, Linda Winton 
(Chily) of Ketchum, OK, Regi-
na Trahan of Ketchum, OK 
and Rhonda Henson (Homer) 
of Louisville, AL.  Rex is also 
survived by special honorary 
“grandchildren” Parker and 
Jaron Acree of Bartlesville, 
OK; numerous nephews and 
nieces, great nephews and 
great nieces and other loving 
family members and friends.

The family would like to 
thank the medical staff at 
Integris Baptist Medical 
Center in Oklahoma City 
and BlueStem Cardiology of 
Bartlesville for their com-
passionate and excellent 
care.  A special thank you to 
the staff at the JPMC Well-
ness Center for their encour-
agement and motivation in 

maintaining a better quality 
of life throughout his illness 
which allowed him to trav-
el and enjoy his retirement 
years.

There will be a viewing, 
Thursday, November 21, 2019 
from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm, with 
family receiving friends from 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Arnold 
Moore & Neekamp Funeral 
Home, Bartlesville, OK.

Funeral service will be 
held at 10:00 am on Fri-
day, November 22, 2019 at 
Bartlesville Southern Bap-
tist Church.  There will be 
no graveside burial service 
held. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Blue-
Stem Medical Foundation, 
Wellness Center, 3500 SE 
Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartles-
ville, OK  74006 or Kansas 
State University Foundation, 
Department of Computer 
Science, 1800 Kimball Ave-
nue, Suite 200, Manhattan, 
KS  66502-3373.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Arnold Moore & Neekamp 
Funeral Home.

Online condolences can be 
made at www.honoringmem-
ories.com.

paid obituary

Ruth Helen Steichen
Claude “Sagebrush” 

CochranRex Vernon Hillman

Delma Louise Jackson
Delma Louise Jackson, 

long-time Ponca City resi-
dent, died Friday, Novem-
ber 15, 2019 at Via Christi 
Village. A private burial was 
held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 19, 2019 at Odd Fellows 
Cemetery, under the direc-
tion of Trout Funeral Home 
& Crematory. There will be 
no memorial service.

Delma was born in For-
aker, Oklahoma, the fifth of 
seven children of J.L. and 
Lillie (Clampitt) Huffstut-

ter. She spent most of her 
life in Ponca City, graduat-
ing from high school and 
working for many years for 
Conoco. 

In 1943, Delma and Paul M. 
Jackson were married and 
after Paul’s military service, 
lived in Ponca City during 
their 61 years together.

Delma is survived by a sis-
ter, Edith Shreck of Black-
well, Oklahoma and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

paid obituary

Leroy Fred Ward
Leroy Fred Ward, resi-

dent of Ponca City, passed 
away on Monday, November 
18,2019. He was 82 years old. 
Services are pending with 
Trout Funeral Home & Cre-
matory.

Mary Lou Gorman
Mary Lou Gorman, resident 

of Oklahoma City, passed 
away on Tuesday November 
19, 2019. She was 88 years 
old. Services are pending 
with Trout Funeral Home & 
Crematory.

Services Pending

Lankford reintroduces bill to remove ban

WASHINGTON, DC — 
Senator James Lankford 
(R-OK) today reintroduced 
the Patient Access to High-
er Quality Health Care Act, 
which removes the Afford-
able Care Act’s (ACA) ban 
on the creation and expan-
sion of new physician-
owned hospitals (POHs) and 
allows POHs to participate 
in Medicare and Medicaid. 

Lifting this ban will 
increase competition among 
hospitals, lower costs, and 
expand access to quality 

care for more Americans, 
especially those with Medi-
care and Medicaid. 

“Obamacare unfairly pro-
hibited the creation and 
expansion of physician-
owned hospitals, depriv-
ing Americans of anoth-
er health care delivery 
option,” said Lankford. 

“The Patient Access to 
Higher Quality Health Care 
Act would remove the ACA’s 
ban on POHs and allow 
them to compete with non-
profit, community, and for-
profit hospitals to provide 
innovative services tailored 
to patient needs. Rather 
than a blanket prohibition 
on the creation and expan-
sion of POHs, we can and 
should increase hospital 
innovation, help reduce 

costs, and ensure access to 
quality health care.

“Mergers and acquisitions 
continue to shrink hospital 
systems, which ultimately 
drives up costs and forces 
patients in rural areas to 
travel to another state to 
receive medical care. We 
can protect multi-disci-
pline hospitals and allow 
patients to choose specialty 
hospitals if they so choose. 
While we work to find com-
mon ground on other major 
changes needed to health 
care delivery in our nation, 
there are a number of harm-
ful aspects of the ACA we 
can address immediately, 
and I look forward to this 
bill’s consideration and 
passage so we can finally 
address this discrepancy 
and help promote patient 
access.”

POHs represent less than 
five percent of the 5,700 hos-
pitals nationwide. However, 
POHs have a successful 
track record of providing 
individualized and innova-
tive quality care, and they 

meet a growing demand for 
health care services, espe-
cially in rural areas. Seven-
ty-five percent of all POHs 
have earned three or more 
stars in CMS’ Hospital Stars 
Program; 40 percent of them 
have earned five stars.
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becoming a chef 
someday.
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If only one (1) candidate 
files for a Board of Educa-
tion office, that candidate 
is deemed to be elected 
and no election is held. 

If only two (2) candidates 
file for an office, they appear 
on the ballot at the Board of 
Education General Election 
held in April, and no Pri-
mary Election will be held 
in February. If three (3) or 
more candidates file for the 
same office, their names will 

appear on the ballot at the 
Primary Election in Febru-
ary. If a candidate receives 
a majority (50% +1), that can-
didate is elected. If no can-
didate receives a majority, 
the two candidates with the 
highest number of votes will 
proceed to the General Elec-
tion in April. Any contest of 
candidacy petitions, or with-
drawal of candidate, must be 
filed by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 6, 2019 at the Kay Coun-
ty Election Board.

Obituaries

Helen Ruth Steichen
Ruth Helen Steichen, age 

94, long time resident of Ponca 
City, passed away on Thurs-
day, November 14, 2019 at her 
home.

Ruth was born on March 17, 
1925 in Chickasha, OK, the sec-
ond daughter to Catherine and 
Joe Mildfelt. The Mildfelt fam-
ily lived in Perry during her 
early years where her father 
was a barber, and where both 
her parents had been raised 
on farms with a strong Catho-
lic background. When Ruth 
was 8 years old, her father 
purchased a 160 acre farm in 
Richmond, Kansas and the 
family moved to the Kansas 
farm where her mother was 
known for delicious food,cake 
decorating, and catering. Ruth 
continued to keep her Perry 
ties and worked for the Dona-
ghue family during the sum-
mer when she was 16, which 
is when she had her first 30 
minute ice cream cone date 
with her future husband, 
“Jody,” chaperoned by his 
brother John. Ruth graduated 
from Richmond High School 
and worked at Galts gas sta-
tion during her school years. 
After graduation, Ruth moved 
to Kansas City with her sister 
and worked for the Civilian 
Conservation Corps for two 
years. 

She married Joseph Cleo 
Steichen on December 1, 
1945 and together they estab-
lished Silvertop Farm, south-
west of Ponca City, among 
a large nucleus of Steichen 
and Schiltz farm families. She 
felt fortunate to marry into 
a large Catholic family and 
community that she enjoyed 
very much. They were married 
for 61 years until Joe’s death 
on December 12, 2006. She 
is survived by her five chil-
dren - Thomas, Larry, Linda, 
Rebecca and Mary - and their 
respective spouses, grand-
children, and great grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by 
her brother, Jerry Mildfelt, of 
Fort Scott, KS. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
two brothers, Tommy - who 
died at the end of World War 
II on his way home from active 
duty - and Gene, and her sister, 
Nellie Mitchum. 

Ruth worked for Continen-
tal Oil Company for four years 
before the birth of her first 
son. Thereafter, she resided 
on the farm and kept busy rais-
ing her five children, ensuring 
that they were educated not 
only in their school studies, 
but also with activities includ-
ing band, expression lessons, 
dance lessons, piano lessons, 
instrument lessons, gym-
nastics, dog training, school 
clubs, and anything else she 
felt would help her children 
succeed. She delivered eggs to 
clients throughout the coun-
ty to pay for all those activi-
ties. She was involved in local 
Home Extension for many 
years, serving in leadership 
positions, making champion 
entries at the county and state 
fairs, and attending confer-
ences. She coordinated many 
4-H activities and was a favor-
ite chaperone at 4-H Camp. 
She supported her Rotarian 
husband by being active in 
Rotary Anns, including serv-
ing as its President. She was 
active in St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, serving as a Commu-
nion Minister and a member 
of St. Helena’s Guild, where 
she enjoyed playing cards, in 
particular “Pitch” with her 
fellow Guild members. She 

eagerly returned to school 
at Northern Oklahoma Col-
lege and proudly earned an 
Associate Degree in 1977. She 
LOVED substitute teaching in 
the Ponca City School System 
for 18 years once her children 
had all graduated college, a 
goal she ensured happened 
for all five of her children. 

Many will remember Ruth’s 
infectious laughter, strong 
work ethic, love of fam-
ily and togetherness, sense 
of joy, warm smile and pleas-
ant greetings, baking skills - 
including cookies, cinnamon 
rolls, cherry cheese pie, and 
angel food cake, atop her 
John Deere mower, her way 
of playing with the neighbor-
hood children and her grand-
children - including “going 
downstairs” to her year round 
Christmas basement, swim-
ming, petting kitties, and gar-
dening - while teaching life 
lessons around her cherished 
home, her insistence to prop-
erly take care of things, her 
cooperative nature, her love of 
color, in particular all things 
RED, her love of jewelry 
and “nice” things, her sew-
ing ability and love of well-
made garments, her bread 
sack stash like many from the 
Great Depression era, and her 
strong belief in family, faith, 
leading by example, and let-
ting actions speak for them-
selves. Most importantly, she 
was always up for a trip to 
Braums for an ice cream cone. 

Friends and loved ones 
may pay their respects on 
Thursday, November 21 from 
12-8pm and Friday, from 8am-
5pm with a rosary and eulogy 
service will be held at 6 pm 
Friday, November 22nd at 
Trout Funeral Home. A for-
mal Mass of Christian Burial 
to be held at 10 am Saturday, 
November 23rd at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Ponca 
City with a luncheon to fol-
low in the parish hall. Ruth 
will be laid to rest at 2:30 pm 
at St. Rose of Lima Catholic 
Cemetery in Perry, Oklahoma. 
Casket bearers will be Adam 
Steichen, Michael Steichen, 
Jason Steichen, Nathan Pet-
rich, Victor Quezada, Jesus 
Garcia, and Donnie Lauver. 
Ruth’s nephews from the Mild-
felt and Steichen family will 
serve as honorary casket bear-
ers. Arrangements are under 
the direction of Trout Funeral 
Home & Crematory.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to the Ruth 
H. Steichen Memorial Schol-
arship at Northern Oklahoma 
College, P.O. Box 310, Tonka-
wa, OK 74653-0310.

paid obituary

Claude Cochran
Claude “Sagebrush” 

Cochran, resident of Tonka-
wa, passed away on Sunday, 
November 17, 2019 at Wesley 
Medical Center in Wichita, 
Kansas. 

Claude was born on Decem-
ber 17, 1934 in Three Sands, 
Oklahoma to his parents Rus-
sell Forest Cochran and Mar-
garet Ruth (Pierce) Cochran. 
He enlisted into the United 
States Army where he served 
for over 20 years. Claude was 
a decorated soldier receiv-
ing the Army Commendation 
Medal, Republic of Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, Vietnam-
ese Cross of Gallentry, Air 
Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal with three Bronze 
Service Stars, as well as the 
Purple Heart. Claude mar-
ried Una Randall in Febru-
ary of 1966 in Ponca City. He 
enjoyed spending time with 
his family and playing music, 
mainly the Bass, Guitar and 
Banjo. He also enjoyed tin-
kering around with electron-
ics. 

Claude is survived by 
his wife, Una Cochran of 
Haysville, Kansas, son, 
Wesley Cochran and wife, 
Susan of Arkansas City, 
Kansas, daughter, Elizabeth 
Weed and husband Terry 
of Haysville, Kansas, sister, 
Patricia Pepper of Tonkawa, 
Oklahoma, 7 grandchildren, 
21 great-grandchildren, cous-
in, Chris Cochran and wife, 
Sharon of Tonkawa, Okla-

homa.
He was preceded in death 

by his parents, Russell and 
Margaret Cochran and his 
brother, Baby Joe. 

A memorial ceremony for 
Claude will be held at 2pm 
on Friday, November 22, 2019 
at the Bethesda Assembly 
of God in Blackwell. Burial 
will follow the ceremony in 
Tonkawa I.O.O.F Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to the Lewy Body Dementia 
Foundation.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Trout Funer-
al Home and Crematory.

paid obituary

Rex Vernon Hillman
Rex Vernon Hillman was 

born February 2, 1956 in 
WaKeeney, Kansas to Dale 
Vernon and Ethel (Billinger) 
Hillman.  He graduated in 
1974 from Trego County High 
School and 1978 from Kansas 
State University.  He spent 
most of his career as an IT 
Database Administrator 
starting with Conoco, Inc. in 
Ponca City, Oklahoma and 
retiring from ConocoPhillips 
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

Rex loved his family, dot-
ing on his nieces and neph-
ews and the Greats.  He cher-
ished his friendships made 
at TCHS, KSU (Go CATS) and 
work and maintained a close 
connection to a group from 
his early Conoco days.  

Rex died peacefully on 
November 16, 2019 in Okla-
homa City, OK after a long 
battle with congestive heart 
failure.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, broth-
er-in-law Raymond Douglas, 
and niece Leslie Douglas 
Gates-Hadley.

He is survived by his best 
friend and wife, Becky Hill-
man, of Bartlesville; sister, 
Debbie Leiker (Leon) of 
Prosper, TX and two broth-
ers, Mark Hillman (Gina) 
of Bucyrus, KS and Curtis 
Hillman of Merriam, KS; sis-
ters-in-law Beth Douglas of 
Lousiville, AL, Linda Winton 
(Chily) of Ketchum, OK, Regi-
na Trahan of Ketchum, OK 
and Rhonda Henson (Homer) 
of Louisville, AL.  Rex is also 
survived by special honorary 
“grandchildren” Parker and 
Jaron Acree of Bartlesville, 
OK; numerous nephews and 
nieces, great nephews and 
great nieces and other loving 
family members and friends.

The family would like to 
thank the medical staff at 
Integris Baptist Medical 
Center in Oklahoma City 
and BlueStem Cardiology of 
Bartlesville for their com-
passionate and excellent 
care.  A special thank you to 
the staff at the JPMC Well-
ness Center for their encour-
agement and motivation in 

maintaining a better quality 
of life throughout his illness 
which allowed him to trav-
el and enjoy his retirement 
years.

There will be a viewing, 
Thursday, November 21, 2019 
from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm, with 
family receiving friends from 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Arnold 
Moore & Neekamp Funeral 
Home, Bartlesville, OK.

Funeral service will be 
held at 10:00 am on Fri-
day, November 22, 2019 at 
Bartlesville Southern Bap-
tist Church.  There will be 
no graveside burial service 
held. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Blue-
Stem Medical Foundation, 
Wellness Center, 3500 SE 
Frank Phillips Blvd, Bartles-
ville, OK  74006 or Kansas 
State University Foundation, 
Department of Computer 
Science, 1800 Kimball Ave-
nue, Suite 200, Manhattan, 
KS  66502-3373.

Funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to 
Arnold Moore & Neekamp 
Funeral Home.

Online condolences can be 
made at www.honoringmem-
ories.com.

paid obituary

Ruth Helen Steichen
Claude “Sagebrush” 

CochranRex Vernon Hillman

Delma Louise Jackson
Delma Louise Jackson, 

long-time Ponca City resi-
dent, died Friday, Novem-
ber 15, 2019 at Via Christi 
Village. A private burial was 
held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 19, 2019 at Odd Fellows 
Cemetery, under the direc-
tion of Trout Funeral Home 
& Crematory. There will be 
no memorial service.

Delma was born in For-
aker, Oklahoma, the fifth of 
seven children of J.L. and 
Lillie (Clampitt) Huffstut-

ter. She spent most of her 
life in Ponca City, graduat-
ing from high school and 
working for many years for 
Conoco. 

In 1943, Delma and Paul M. 
Jackson were married and 
after Paul’s military service, 
lived in Ponca City during 
their 61 years together.

Delma is survived by a sis-
ter, Edith Shreck of Black-
well, Oklahoma and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

paid obituary

Leroy Fred Ward
Leroy Fred Ward, resi-

dent of Ponca City, passed 
away on Monday, November 
18,2019. He was 82 years old. 
Services are pending with 
Trout Funeral Home & Cre-
matory.

Mary Lou Gorman
Mary Lou Gorman, resident 

of Oklahoma City, passed 
away on Tuesday November 
19, 2019. She was 88 years 
old. Services are pending 
with Trout Funeral Home & 
Crematory.

Services Pending

Lankford reintroduces bill to remove ban



















Appendix A 

PIONEER TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

Part-time & Temporary Employment Contracts and/or Addenda to Contracts 

December 10, 2019    FY 2019/2020 
 

Name   Position/Class Taught  Dates      Contract amount 
Stanley Avans  Adjunct Firefighter Instructor 01/06 – 05/22 (up to 175 hrs)   3,500.00 

Coleen Blevins  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (21 hrs)    525.00 

Steve Bookout  ABE / IELCE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (M/T 4:30-7:30pm)   525.00 

Carol Bottoms  ABE / TANF Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (38.5 hrs)    962.50 

Tanner Crawford  Adjunct Firefighter Instructor 01/06 – 05/22 (up to 175 hrs)   3,500.00 

Alex Eubank  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 12/02 – 12/31 (9 hrs)    303.30 

Alex Eubank  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 01/02 – 01/31 (12 hrs)    404.40 

Alex Eubank  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 02/03 – 02/28 (12 hrs)    404.40 

Alex Eubank  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 03/02 – 03/31 (12 hrs)    404.40 

Alex Eubank  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 04/01 – 04/30 (12 hrs)    404.40 

Alex Eubank  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 05/01 – 05/29 (9 hrs)    303.30 

Caleb Eytcheson  Adjunct Firefighter Instructor 01/06 – 05/22 (up to 175 hrs)   3,500.00 

Lori Evans  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (W 5:00-8:00pm)   175.00 

Tyler Evans  Bus Driver Training  11/21 – 12/20 (up to 25 hrs)   658.50 

Mandy Farmer  Simmering Soups   11/07 (5:30-8:30pm)    105.36 

Mandy Farmer  Christmas Cookies  12/12 (5:30-8:30pm)    105.36 

Robert Fehring  Adjunct Firefighter Instructor 01/06 – 05/22 (up to 175 hrs)   3,500.00 

Joella Francis  CNA Testing   11/14 (6.5 hrs)     162.50 

Beth Frantz  CNA Testing   11/18 (1.5 hrs)     37.50 

Larry Godley  ABE / Corrections Instructor 12/01 – 12/31 (10 hrs)    300.00 

Larry Godley  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (M 10am-12pm / 5:00-7:00pm) 285.00 

Judy Gose  MAT    11/21 – 11/22 (16 hrs)    288.00 

Judy Gose  MAT Update   12/05 (8 hrs)     144.00 

Anthony Hallum  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (31.5 hrs)    787.50 

Tonya Jackson  ABE / IELCE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (M/T 4:30-7:30pm)   525.00 

Tonya Jackson  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (W 4:30-7:30pm)   262.50 

Donald James  Adjunct Firefighter Instructor 01/06 – 05/22 (up to 175 hrs)   3,500.00 

Steven Long  Adjunct Firefighter Instructor 01/06 – 05/22 (up to 175 hrs)   3,500.00 

Tracy McCloud  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (94.5 hrs)    2,457.00 

Ashley O’Hara  CNA Testing   10/22 – 11/20 (6 hrs)    150.00 

James Page  School Bus Examiner  10/19 – 11/20 (6.5 hrs)    162.50  

James Page  School Bus Examiner  11/21 – 12/20 (up to 30 hrs)   750.00 

Mason Parker  CPR    11/05 (4:00-7:00pm)    75.00 

Mason Parker  First Aid    12/09 (4:00-7:00pm)    75.00 

Diane Pendleton  ABE / HSE Intructor  12/01 – 12/31 (31.5 hrs)    787.50 

Robert Peterson  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 12/02 – 12/31 (12 hrs)    404.40 

Robert Peterson  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 01/02 – 01/31 (24 hrs)    808.80 

Robert Peterson  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 02/03 – 02/28 (18 hrs)    606.60 

Robert Peterson  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 03/02 – 03/31 (18 hrs)    606.60 

Robert Peterson  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 04/01 – 04/30 (21 hrs)    707.70 

Robert Peterson  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 05/01 – 05/29 (12 hrs)    404.40 

Pam Powers  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (TH 4:30-7:30pm)   262.50 

Kristina Reed  CMA    12/09 – 12/20 (M-F 8:30am-2:30pm)  1,584.00 

Brenna Scott  Temp Production Kitchen Assistant 11/18 – 11/21 (up to 24 hrs)   360.00 

Eddie Shultz  Adjunct Firefighter Instructor 01/06 – 05/22 (up to 175 hrs)   3,500.00 

Teresa Smith  P66 Safety Training/BIS Report 10/21 – 11/18 (2 hrs)    40.00 

Valerie Streeter  ABE / HSE Data Entry Clerk 12/01 – 12/31 (87 hrs)    1,218.00 

Wendy Terrazas  ABE / HSE Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (W 4:30-7:30pm)   262.50 

P. Elaine Thomas  ABE / Corrections Instructor 12/01 – 12/31 (12 hrs)    300.00 

 

 

 



Appendix A 

 

Name   Position/Class Taught  Dates      Contract amount 
Elizabeth Watson  ABE / TANF Instructor  12/01 – 12/31 (63 hrs)    1,575.00 

Robert Wood  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 12/02 – 12/31 (12 hrs)    404.40 

Robert Wood  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 01/02 – 01/31 (24 hrs)    808.80 

Robert Wood  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 02/03 – 02/28 (18 hrs)    606.60 

Robert Wood  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 03/02 – 03/31 (18 hrs)    606.60 

Robert Wood  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 04/01 – 04/30 (21 hrs)    707.70 

Robert Wood  IBEW Electrical Apprenticeship 05/01 – 05/29 (12 hrs)    404.40 
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