
AGENDA FOR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #154

HELD AT THE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT #154 AT 7:00 PM
MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2025

A. Call to Order    
B. Introduction of Guests
C. Public Comments (3-5) minutes.
D. Consent Agenda

1. Read and approve the minutes of the regular and executive session of the December 
16, 2024 meeting, and the amended minutes of the regular December 20, 2016 
meeting.

2. Read and approve the financial obligations of the District and Treasurers report
3. Recommend acceptance of the John Swanson Trust, Kooi and Pingel Educational 

Loan Trust Summary Report, Union American Legion Scholarship and Franks 
Family Fine Arts Fund of December 31, 2024

4. Recommend approval of the Quarterly Report of Pupils no longer enrolled in school.
5. Recommend approval of the Economic Interest Filer List consisting of the names of 

individuals subject to filing an economic interest statement electronically.
6. Recommend appointment of Superintendent David Engelbrecht as the Privacy 

Officer for the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 
(HIPPAA) responsible for ensuring that privacy policies and procedures are 
maintained and followed.

7. Recommend approval of the Sick Bank Contribution Report from the MEA.
8. Recommend approval of the RIF list for certified staff and seniority lists for certified 

and ESP staff.
9. Recommend approval of the last day for senior attendance to be May 16, 2025 

pending inclement weather days
10. Recommend approval for an overnight field trip to Galva, Illinois on February 6-7, 

2025 for the Illinois FFA State Horse Judging Contest.
E. New Business

1. Recommend appointing the Board representative to the Hall of Fame Committee.
2. Recommend a motion to adopt the Illinois Vision 2030 Resolution.
3. Recommend approval of the personnel report as presented.

• Resignations 
o Matthew Carter - Percussion Assistant

• Hires 
o Heather Safley - Volunteer FFA Sponsor



o Jacob Piske - Volunteer Girls Soccer Coach
• Leaves

4. Recommend approval of changes to the Bilingual Interpreter/Translator 
Paraprofessional job description

5. Recommend the Superintendent prepare the budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.
6. Recommend approval to request bids for seal coating the parking lot and roadways.
7. Recommend approval to request bids for Safety and Security updates.
8. Recommend approval to request bids for items under our School Maintenance 

Project Grant.
9. Recommend approval to request proposals for an auditorium projector.
10. Transportation presentation.

F. Executive Session to discuss Litigation. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11), Student disciplinary 
cases.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(9), Personnel 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1). The purchase or lease of real 
property. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(5). The setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by 
a public body. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6).

G. Returned from Executive Session at 
H. Recommend approval of Addendum IV Letter of Agreement between the Board of 

Education District 154 and the MEA.
I. Superintendent Report

• Upcoming Dates
February 5 Incoming Freshman Orientation
February 10 Board Meeting
February 12 Early Dismissal 11:25am
February 17 President's Day - No School
February 24 Board Meeting
February 26 Early Dismissal 11:25am

J. Adjournment



BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MEETING 

Monday, December 16, 2024 5:00 PM 

 Marengo Community High School District #154 

110 Franks Road 

Marengo, IL 60152  

   

Jodie Kanaly: Present, Anthony Martin: Present, Farrah Ranzino: Present, Candice Samuelson: 

Present, David Schultz: Present, Shane Spring: Present, Todd Volkening: Present. Present: 7. 

 

Staff attendance: David Engelbrecht – Superintendent 

Guest attendance: Karen Diamond 

 

A. Call to Order at 5:10pm 

B. Motion to go into Executive session at 5:11pm 

Motion to go into Executive session at 5:11pm. This motion, made by Shane Spring and 

seconded by Jodie Kanaly, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, David 

Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

C. Executive Session to discuss Litigation. 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11), Student disciplinary cases.  5 

ILCS 120/2(c)(9), Personnel 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1). The purchase or lease of real property. 5 ILCS 

120/2(c)(5)The setting of price for sale or lease of property owned by a public body. 5 ILCS 

120/2(c)(6). 

 

D. Left Executive Session at 6:55pm; Returned to Regular Meeting at 7:00pm. 

Staff attendance: David Engelbrecht – Superintendent; Angela Fink – Assistant Superintendent; 

Jay Mullens – Principal; Danielle Rudsinski - Business Manager; Jesse Gibbs – Custodian  

 

E. Introduction of Guests  

F. Public Comments (3-5) minutes. 

G. Consent Agenda 

Motion to approve the consent agenda items as presented. This motion, made by Jodie Kanaly 

and seconded by Anthony Martin, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, David 

Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

G.1. Read and approve the minutes of the regular and executive session of November 25, 

2024. 

G.2. Read and approve the financial obligations of the District and Treasurers report 

G.3. Recommend acceptance of the John Swanson Trust, Kooi and Pingel Educational Loan 

Trust Summary Report, Union American Legion Scholarship and Franks Family Fine Arts 

Fund of  



G.4. Recommend approval of overnight field trips:  

• Varsity Boys Baseball March 24-27 (Gulf Shores, AL) 

• Varsity Softball March 27-29 (Carterville, IL) 

G.5. Recommend approval of the Final Settlement Sheet for the FY2023 Tax Levy. 

G.6. Recommend acceptance of a donation to the MCHS Baseball program from Michael and 

Elizabeth Oine in the amount of $2,870. 

H. New Business 

H.1. Recommend adjourning to a public hearing at 7:15pm to convene the Truth in Taxation 

Public Hearing for the proposed Tax Year 2024 Property Tax Levy Increase for Marengo 

Community High School District #154. 

Motion to adjourn to a public hearing at 7:15pm to convene the Truth in Taxation Public 

Hearing for the proposed Tax Year 2024 Property Tax Levy Increase for Marengo Community 

High School District #154. This motion, made by Anthony Martin and seconded by Shane 

Spring, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, 

David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

H.2. Truth in Taxation Public Hearing 

H.3. Recommend reconvening the regular Board of Education meeting at 7:45pm. 

Motion to reconvene to the regular Board of Education meeting at 7:45pm. This motion, made 

by David Schultz and seconded by Shane Spring, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, 

David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

H.4. Recommend approval of the Tax Year 2024 Property Tax Levy increase as presented for 

the amount of $9,006,201, which represents a 5.27% (CPI=2.6%) over the previous tax year 

2023. 

Motion to approve the Tax Year 2024 Property Tax Levy increase as presented for the amount 

of $9,006,201, which represents a 5.27% (CPI=2.6%) over the previous tax year 2023. This 

motion, made by David Schultz and seconded by Anthony Martin, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, 

David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

H.5. Solar Power Presentation. 

H.6. Recommend approval of the personnel report as presented. 

Motion to approve the personnel report as presented. This motion, made by Shane Spring and 

seconded by Candice Samuelson, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, 

David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 



H.7. Recommend approval of revisions to ESP job descriptions. 

Motion to approve revisions to ESP job descriptions. This motion, made by Farrah Ranzino 

and seconded by Jodie Kanaly, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, 

David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

H.8. Recommend approval of the proposed changes and additions to Board policies. 

Motion to approve proposed changes and additions to Board policies. This motion, made by 

David Schultz and seconded by Shane Spring, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, 

David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

H.9. Recommend approval of the 2025-2026 school calendar. 

Motion to approve the 2025-2026 school calendar. This motion, made by Shane Spring and 

seconded by David Schultz, Carried. 

Candice Samuelson: Nay, Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, 

David Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 6, Nay: 1  

Candice Samuelson: Nay 

I. Resume Executive Session 

Motion to resume executive session at 9:10pm. This motion, made by Shane Spring and 

seconded by Anthony Martin, Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, David 

Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

J. Returned to regular meeting at 9:37pm. 

K. Recommend possible action as a result of executive session. 

Motion to approve Addendum III Letter of Agreement between the Board of Education District 

154 and the MEA. This motion, made by David Schultz and seconded by Anthony Martin, 

Carried. 

Jodie Kanaly: Yea, Anthony Martin: Yea, Farrah Ranzino: Yea, Candice Samuelson: Yea, David 

Schultz: Yea, Shane Spring: Yea, Todd Volkening: Yea  

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

 

L. Superintendent Report 

Vision 2030 

Upcoming Dates 

December 18-20 Semester Exams 

December 21, 23, 27, 28 EC Nichols Holiday Tournament 

December 23-January 6 Holiday Break - No School 

January 6 Teacher Workday - No School 



January 7 Students Return to School 

January 15 Early Dismissal 11:25am - Half Day School Improvement 

January 20 Dr. Martin Luther King's Birthday - No School 

January 27 School Board Meeting 7:00pm 

  

M. Adjournment at 9:40pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: 

 

 

______________________________                        ______________________________ 

Todd Volkening, President                                          Jodie Kanaly, Secretary 



FY17   Board Minutes  

Amended Minutes - December 20, 2016  

  
The regular meeting of the Board of Education of District #154 was held at the high school on  December 

20, 2016.  

  
President Henning called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

  
Present: Henning, Torman, Kanaly, Dujmovich, Volkening, and Fillmore.   

Absent: Ranzino  

Administration: Engelbrecht, Fink and Secretary Baser.  

Press: None  

Guests: None  

  

Moved by Volkening and seconded by Torman to approve the following consent agenda items: the 

minutes of the regular meeting of November 28, 2016 as amended; to not release the executive session 

minutes of November 28, 2016; to pay the financial obligations of the District as presented; the November 

2016 treasurer’s report; to accept the Kooi and Pingel Educational Loan Trust Summary, the John 

Swanson Trust, the Union American Legion Scholarship, and the Franks Family Fine Arts Fund reports of  

November 30, 2016 and to approve the HOSA overnight trip to attend the annual Illinois State Leadership 

conference on March 1-3, 2017.  Roll Call Vote: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Motion Carried.  

  

Moved by Dujmovich and seconded by Volkening to approve the recommended changes to Board policies 

with the addition of adding $10,000 to footnote 3 of policy #4:60.  Voice Vote: Motion Carried.  

  

Moved by Dujmovich and seconded by Volkening to approve the resolution to regulate expense 

reimbursements.  Roll Call Vote: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Motion Carried.  

  

Moved by Torman and seconded by Kanaly to hire Hal Simons as a volunteer assistant bowling coach.  

Voice Vote: Motion Carried.  

  

Moved by Torman and seconded by Kanaly to approve the 2017-18 curriculum guide as presented.  Voice 

Vote: Motion Carried.  

  

Moved by Dujmovich and seconded by Kanaly to adopt the 2016 Certificate of Tax Levy for $8,000,503 

and the Truth in Taxation Certificate of Compliance.  The Levy request is less than 5% of the previous 

year’s extension.  Roll Call Vote: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Motion Carried.  

  

Moved by Torman and seconded by Volkening to authorize Superintendent Engelbrecht to initiate the 

abatement of the 2016 property tax assessments.  Voice Vote: Motion Carried.  

  

Superintendent/Board Report:  

  

1. Discussed the exterior brick and interior masonry.  

2. 59 students have registered for the SAT prep classes.  

3. No discussion on the SSNS newsletters.  

4. Discussed upcoming dates.  

  

Moved by Volkening and seconded by Kanaly to go into executive session to discuss real estate at 9:17 

p.m.  5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)     Roll Call Vote: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Motion Carried.  
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FY17   Board Minutes  

  

The Board returned to the open meeting at 9:30 p.m.  

  

There being no other business, Fillmore moved the meeting be adjourned at 9:31 p.m.  

  

  

Signed:  
  
President             Secretary  

                          

____________________________               ____________________________  

Elizabeth Henning              Linda Dujmovich  

  

  

“Roll Call Vote: 6 Ayes, 0 Nays” indicates: Members voting aye: Kanaly, Fillmore, Henning, Dujmovich, 

Torman and Volkening. Members voting nay: none.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Signed:  
  
President             Secretary  

                          

____________________________               ____________________________  

Todd Volkening                                Jodie Kanaly  
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3765 1/23/2025

MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154 is hereby authorized to draw warrants
against MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154 funds for the sum of xxx,xxx.xx on
account of obligations incurred for value received in services and for materials as shown below for the
period of December 2024 to be paid on January 27, 2025, not including the second payroll for January

Todd Volkening President

Jodie Kanaly Board Secretary

MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL - District 154

Jan-25

District Bills Payroll 1 Payroll 2 * P-Cards EFT/ ACH Totals
Education Fund $368,076.05 418,767.25$  $ 0.00 29,270.23$    $6,582.96 822,696.49$    
Building Fund $50,592.68 26,879.32      -                    10,159.72      29,379.34$      117,011.06      
Transportation Fund $93,328.92 11,177.38      -                    1,483.62        -$                 105,989.92      
Retirement Fund $ 0.00 8,476.65        -                    -                 -$                 8,476.65          
  Sub Total $511,997.65 $465,300.60 $ 0.00 $40,913.57 $35,962.30 $1,054,174.12
Tort Fund -                  
Bond Fund -                  
Site Fund
Capital Projects 6,293.00           6,293.00          
Totals 518,290.65       465,300.60    -                    40,913.57      35,962.30        1,060,467.12   

MARENGO COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 154
27-Jan-25

























 

 





ILLINOIS VISION 2030 RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, public education plays a defining role in ensuring equal opportunity for children in 

Illinois and throughout the United States; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is our collective duty to ensure that every student, regardless of demographic or 

geographic identity, has equal access to a quality, public education; and  

 

WHEREAS, we believe that strides need to be proactively made to face challenges and 

continually improve our public education system; and  

 

WHEREAS, there have been three areas of prioritization identified as integral in improving our 

public education system: Future-Focused Learning, Shared Accountability, and Predictable Funding; and  

 

WHEREAS, Future-Focused Learning should address: promoting future-driven skills that allow 

for more college and career exploration; enhancing student safety and well-being; attracting and retaining 

a high quality and diverse educator pipeline; and promoting curriculum and instructional flexibility to 

meet the unique needs of local communities; and  

 

WHEREAS, Shared Accountability should address: reforming the Illinois assessment system to 

be a timely and useful measure of student proficiency and growth over time; reforming the current 

accountability system to provide local flexibility for identifying indicators that create a more holistic view 

of student success; and reforming the mandate process to ensure implementation procedures that promote 

flexibility and local decision making; and  

 

WHEREAS, Predictable Funding should address: protecting the integrity and funding of the 

evidence-based funding formula; strengthening public education through pension reforms; and 

establishing equitable funding sources for Capital and safety needs; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that any education improvement proposal for comprehensive change 

must be developed and supported by not only the education community, but in collaboration with 

families, communities, businesses, and others whose priorities reflect the best interests of the students;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Marengo Community High School District 

#154 Board of Education joins with the Illinois Association of School Administrators (IASA) , Illinois 

Association of School Boards (IASB), Illinois Principals’ Association (IPA), Illinois Association of 

School Business Officials (IASBO), Illinois Association of Regional Superintendents of Schools 

(IARSS), Superintendents’ Commission for the Study of Demographics and Diversity (SCSDD), Illinois 

Alliance of Special Education Administrators (IAASE), and the Association of Illinois Rural and Small 

Schools (AIRSS) in supporting the Vision 2030 education improvement policy; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Marengo Community High School District #154 Board 

of Education urges the Illinois General Assembly to approve the necessary legislative changes to 

implement the recommendations under the three pillars of education improvement as contained in the 

Vision 2030 policy.  

 

Adopted this 27th day of January, 2025.  

 

 

Signed by: _____________________________, President of the Board of Education District 154    

Dated this 27th day of January, 2025. 

 

 

Signed by:_____________________________, Secretary for the Board of Education District 154. 

Dated this 27th day of January, 2025. 

 



To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Marengo Community High School’s percussion instructor, Matthew Carter, will need to step 
down and resign his position effective immediately due to personal reasons. Due to the 
aforementioned personal circumstances, he cannot write this letter himself and requested I do 
so in his stead. The MCHS music department thanks him for his great work with the students 
over the years - his absence will leave large shoes to fill.  
 
We will be looking for someone to step into his position immediately for the remainder of the 
school year and beyond. 
 
 

 
Todd Stellmach (He/Him) 
Director of Music 
Department Chair of Foreign Language/Fine Arts 
Marengo Community High School 
Phone: (815) 568-6511 ext. 1713 
Fax: (815) 568-6510 
 
 
 
 



 

Marengo Community High School 
Athletic Director 
110 Franks Road 
Marengo, Illinois 60152 
(815) 568 - 6511 (phone) 
(815) 568 - 6510 (fax)  

Dwain Nance 
(815) 568 - 6511 ext. 1612 (school) 

(217) 778 - 9603 (cell) 
nanced@mchs154.org 

fisherman0916@yahoo.com 
 

 
 
 
TO:​ DAVID ENGELBRECHT 
FROM:​ DWAIN NANCE​ ​  
RE:​ EXTRA-DUTY HIRE RECOMMENDATIONS 
DATE:​ FEBRUARY 10, 2025 

 
I would like to recommend that we hire the following for the 2024-2025 school year.  
 

Jacob Piske (Volunteer Girls Soccer Coach) 

mailto:nanced@mchs154.org
mailto:fisherman0916@yahoo.com


BILINGUAL INTERPRETER/TRANSLATOR PARAPROFESSIONAL  

   

Primary Duties:          To provide instructional, behavioral and/or physical assistance to EL 

Program, Regular Education and Special Education special needs students 

under the supervision of certified staff members, which will provide a 

learning environment that will allow students with special needs an 

opportunity to receive a free, appropriate, public education 

  

Reports to:                 Administration, Classroom Teacher(s) 

  

Responsibilities: 

 Instructional Responsibilities: 

 1.  Under the supervision of the special education certified staff members, works with 

individual students or small groups of students to reinforce material initially introduced 

by the certified staff.  

2.  Facilitates the student’s efforts to meet the specific demands of assigned academic and 

social/emotional tasks by providing specific cues and prompts during tasks. 

3.  Assists the certified staff member in devising special strategies for reinforcing materials 

or skills based on a sympathetic understanding of individual students, their needs, 

interests and abilities.  

4.  Assists the certified staff members with modifying general translating educational 

materials where needed.  

General Responsibilities:  

1.  Supervises the student(s) to provide for safety and security when outside of the classroom 

and direct certified staff supervision (e.g. – in lavatory, on trips to the nurse, office, etc.)  

2.  Communicates, Interprets and translates in written or oral form, with staff, parents (as 

directed by certified staff), support services and students.  

3.  Works collaboratively with staff the team. Maintains anecdotal notes and progress reports 

as needed. 

4.  Assists in transitions.  



5.  Contributes strategies for developing acceptance of inclusion students by the school 

community, and facilitates student’s social interaction with staff members and peers.  

6.  Assists certified staff members with other activities as needed when available. 

7.  Participates in continuous staff development activities to maintain and improve job-

related skills. 

8. Protects the confidentiality of district and office records and information unless 

authorized and directed by their supervisor to provide the same when requested under the 

Illinois Freedom of Information Act.  

9.   Protects the confidentiality of student records and information according to Board of 

Education policy and regulations, Illinois Student Records Act and the Family Education 

and Privacy Act. 

10. Facilitates communication between Spanish-speaking students, parents, and individuals 

who do not speak Spanish. 

11. Identifies and uses technology where appropriate to support students. 

Translator/Interpreter: 

1. Provides translation interpretation for phone calls to/from Spanish for Spanish speaking 

families for the school nurse. 

2. Provides interpretation for Spanish speaking guests to the district as needed. 

3. Translates correspondence, newsletters, etc., to/from Spanish for Spanish speaking 

families. 

4. Performs other tasks as assigned by the certified staff member, Building Administrator or 

designee. 

 

 

Evaluation:  Performance of this job will be evaluated in accordance with the Board Policy. 

                     (Revised 12/16/24) 
 

 

 



Annually, the Board directs the superintendent to prepare the budget for the next fiscal year. 

 

BUDGET TIMELINE 

• January 27 - The board directs the Superintendent to prepare the budget. 

• February 3 - The District Office shares budget folders with Division Chairs and 

information for the budget development to all staff via email 

• February 10 - The Board makes decisions on possible Reduction In Force. 

• March 14 - Teachers turn in general supply orders to their Division Chair. 

• March 21 - Division Chairs share Summary Budget Sheets with the Principal 

• April/May - District Office Reviews, limits, finalizes budget requisitions 

• May/June - Overview of budget presented to the Board of Education 

• May/June - The Board Authorizes spending from July 1 to final adoption of the budget. 

• August 2025 - The Board adopts the Tentative Budget and directs the administration to 

place it on public review for 30 days. 

• September 2025 - The Board approves the FY 2026 Final Budget 

 



 
 
 
January 27, 2025 
 
 
Board of Education District #154, 
 
We are grateful to you for allowing Superintendent Engelbrecht and I to invest a considerable 
amount of our financial resources during the 2023-2024 school year in having the parking lots 
and roadways newly paved.  Our parking lots and the perimeter of our school looks beautiful and 
has provided us with a durable, safe, and sustainable thoroughfare for students, staff, and our 
community.  As such, Facility Operations Supervisor Don Swanson, and I want to ensure that 
this investment is well taken care of over time.  After paving asphalt, it is recommended that you 
sealcoat about 12 months following when any new asphalt is applied.  This allows our asphalt to 
fully cure and harden, preventing the sealer from peeling and not adhering properly.  Therefore, 
the Superintendent and I would like to recommend to the Board that you allow us to solicit bids 
for a summer sealcoating project, which will assist us in ensuring our roadway surfaces are 
maintained and continue to provide us with additional life to the pavement.          

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Angela M. Fink 
Assistant Superintendent  
Marengo Community High School 
District #154 
110 Franks Road 
Marengo, IL. 60152 
(815) 568 - 6511 extension 1341 
finka@mchs154.org  

“Where learning is valued and excellence is the standard” 
 



 
 
January 27, 2025 
 
Board of Education District #154, 
 
In the Spring of 2024 we hired an outside consultant to evaluate the school’s overall security posture.  This safety and security 
assessment was conducted in conjunction with multiple stakeholders from the district and school, as well as our local police and 
fire personnel.  As a result of the recommendations from that safety and security assessment, we worked with an outside 
consultant to file the COPS Grant seeking funding from the United States Department of Justice for financial resources to assist 
us in addressing some of those recommendations. We were not fortunate enough to be awarded the COPS Grant for the FY2025 
school year, which is said to be the most difficult one to obtain in the first round of applying.    

School districts across the nation have been allocating their valuable resources to focus on preventative measures against 
vandalism, forced entry attempts, and other natural disasters.  It is my recommendation that we continue to invest in the 
following safety and security measures even without the financial support of this grant, as Superintendent Engelbrecht and I 
maintain a focus on the safety of the school exterior against potential threats that could jeopardize our students and staff. 

1.​ We would like to seek additional guidance from an architect for a redesign of the main entrance into the high school, 
which would likely require us to go out to bid for these construction needs.  

2.​ I also recommend that we invest in window security film that strengthens glass and makes it more difficult to break.  
Security film can protect against vandalism, accidental breakage, or other types of damage as well as delaying entry for 
any potential intruders into the building, and finally, protects the glass during natural disasters.  The depth of the film 
determines the break and tensile strength of the glass, slowing down any potential entry.  I would recommend we 
consider a phase-in approach focusing on the exterior first, and then the interior of the building.  Depending on the 
thickness of the security film we would install, the cost breakdown is as follows: 

Exterior Entryways (895 sq.ft.) 8 mil = $30,502 12 mil = $34,879 14 mil = $37,798 

Exterior 1st Floor Windows 
(1,364 sq.ft.) 

8 mil = $41,973 12 mil = $48,645 14 mil = $54,370 

Interior Doors & Windows (3,200 sq.ft.) 8 mil = $89,166 12 mil = $105,228 14 mil = $115,925 

           

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Angela M. Fink 
Assistant Superintendent  
Marengo Community High School 
District #154 
110 Franks Road 
Marengo, IL. 60152 
(815) 568 - 6511 extension 1341 
finka@mchs154.org  

“Where learning is valued and excellence is the standard” 
 



 
 
January 27, 2025 
 
Board of Education District #154, 
 
I am pleased to inform you that Superintendent Engelbrecht and I were notified in late December 
that we were awarded the FY 2025 - School Maintenance Project Grant (SMPG)!  As a reminder 
the SMPG is a dollar-for-dollar state matching grant program that will provide us with up to 
$50,000 for the maintenance and upkeep of the high school building, focusing on some of our 
needed improvement projects.  Below is a summary of the projects I shared with you at the 
September BOE meeting that will be our focus for this grant: 
 

1.​ Reshingling of the Concessions Stand with an estimated cost of approximately $42,000. 
2.​ Replacement of at least 8 Toilets with a transition to the more modern specifications with 

an estimated cost of approximately $4,000. 
3.​ Replacement of lighting fixtures in and around the campus with a transition to LED and 

replacement of ballasts with an estimated cost of approximately $55,000. 
4.​ Resurfacing of the flooring in the Concessions Stand Restrooms, Concessions Stand 

Kitchen, the Laundry Room, and the Athletic Training Office with Epoxy with an 
estimated cost of approximately $16,761.00. 

5.​ Replacement of the Garage Doors in the CTE Shops, Maintenance Dock, and the 
Stagecraft Area with a 3” thick commercial metal with extra bracing for added security 
with an estimated cost of approximately $32,400. 

6.​ Installation of Black-out Shades on Classroom Windows and Office Areas with an 
estimated cost of approximately $5,475.00. 

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Angela M. Fink 
Assistant Superintendent  
Marengo Community High School 
District #154 
110 Franks Road 
Marengo, IL. 60152 
(815) 568 - 6511 extension 1341 
finka@mchs154.org  

“Where learning is valued and excellence is the standard” 
 



 
 
January 27, 2025 
 
 
Board of Education District #154, 
 
Chief Technology Officer, Dan Kane, and I have been evaluating all of our technology needs for 
the past year and a half, and have determined that we are at the lifespan for our current projector 
and screen in our Auditorium, which is the second projector since the building opened.  The 
screen itself is the original to the building.  It has been removed, repaired, and reinstalled at least 
once during this time.  Additionally, the auditorium is one of our facilities reserved not only for 
school-related events, but outside community events as well.  A typical auditorium projector can 
last anywhere from 5-10 years depending on usage, maintenance, and the quality of the 
equipment.  The primary factor affecting the projector lifespan is the lamp life, which can vary 
depending on the projector type and usage mode, but typically falls between 4,000-6,000 hours 
of use.   Dan and I have discussed this at length when considering the overall budget, and have 
made this a high priority.  I would like to recommend that the Board allow Superintendent 
Engelbrecht and I to solicit a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the replacement of our auditorium 
projector and screen.       

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Angela M. Fink 
Assistant Superintendent  
Marengo Community High School 
District #154 
110 Franks Road 
Marengo, IL. 60152 
(815) 568 - 6511 extension 1341 
finka@mchs154.org  

“Where learning is valued and excellence is the standard” 
 



BOE Transportation Presentation 
January 27, 2025

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Angela Fink



Current Status of District #154 Vans

Van
#

Year Primary 
Purpose

#Miles end of 
Dec./mid Jan. 

General Notes/
Condition of Vehicle

HS#1 2008 Driver’s Ed 
BTW

164,583 miles
(as of mid Jan.)

Recent service call with 
Marengo Auto Group “parts obsolete”

HS#2 2010 to/from 
School 

225,194 miles 
(as of mid. Jan.)

High mileage and rusting 
throughout the quarter panel; Check engine light is on 

and the A/C compressor is out (no A/C)

HS#3 2012 to/from 
School 

212,836 miles

High mileage and rusting 
throughout the quarter panel;

Transmission issue 

HS#4 2014 to/from 
School 

162,244 miles

Quarters starting to rust - bubbled quite a bit on the left 
side; Check engine light is on, the catalytic converter 

would need to be replaced to clear the code

HS#5 2014 to/from 
School 158,487 miles

Rust is starting to form on the right side quarter panel

HS#6 2016 to/from 
School 129,181 miles

No known significant issues

HS#7 2016 Driver’s Ed 
BTW

101,002 miles
(as of mid. Jan.)

No known significant issues



The 2025 Chrysler Pacifica ranks in the top 6 for mini-vans, with an updated base model that includes a 
heated steering wheel, universal garage door opener, 17-inch wheel base, premium carpeting, an 

auto-dimming rearview mirror, second row one-touch windows and sunshades, powersliding side doors, 
and a number of desired safety/security features.  

It has a 287-hp 3.6-liter V6 engine, very efficient fuel efficiency, & extended warranty packages available.  
Overall, this vehicle offers the best mix of features and value as compared to its competitors:  

Volkswagen Microbus, Toyota Sienna, Kia Carnival + Hybrid, and the Honda Odyssey.



Safety/Security Features 
Advanced Brake Assist 

Blind Spot Monitoring System with Rear Cross Path Detection

Full Speed Forward Collision Warning Plus 

ParkSense Rear Park Assist w/Full Stop 

Push Button Start

Pedestrian Automatic Emergency Braking 

Adaptive Cruise Control w/Stop & Go 

Remote Start

Automatic On/Off Headlamps w/Automatic High Beam Control 

LaneSense Lane Departure Warning w/Lane Keep Assist

Tire Pressure Monitoring Display

Supplemental Side-Curtain for all 3 Rows of Seating

Supplemental Front-Seat Side Air Bags



Minivan Base Pricing

Minivan = $43,280
AWD Minivan = $46,275

Plug-in Hybrid Minivan = $53,101

Volkswagen Microbus = $61,545
Toyota Sienna = $40,635
Kia Carnival = $37,895 

Kia Carnival - Hybrid = $42,235 
Honda Odyssey = $43,670



Available Exterior Colors



Add-on Features Recommended

MOPAR splash guards for $166.00        

Extra programmed remote key for $295.00 

Municipal “M” licensing and title for $223.00 

Delivery of the Van upon purchase for $295.00 



 
 
January 27, 2025 
 
 
 
Board of Education District #154, 
 

Bus Mechanic Vince Long, Transportation Director Lori Thorson, and myself believe we are 
running on borrowed time with some of the school vehicles.  As a reminder we just completed a 
5-year lease agreement of 8 newer 2020 buses, all with lower mileage, and then purchased those 
8 vehicles at the end of the term of the lease this past Spring.  Therefore our focus has been on 
the evaluation of our vans the past year and a half.  I would like to make a recommendation to 
the Board that you allow Superintendent Engelbrecht and I to go out to bid for the purchase of a 
minivan to add to our fleet for transportation services.     

Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Dr. Angela M. Fink 
Assistant Superintendent  
Marengo Community High School 
District #154 
110 Franks Road 
Marengo, IL. 60152 
(815) 568 - 6511 extension 1341 
finka@mchs154.org  

“Where learning is valued and excellence is the standard” 
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