District Office Conference Room, Room 164

School Board Study Session Austin High School
Monday, March 23, 2026 4:00 PM 401 3rd Ave. NW
Austin, MN 55912

Agenda

1. Call to order/roll call
Speaker(s): Chairperson Dube
2. Approval of agenda (Action)
Speaker(s): Chairperson Dube
3. Budget discussion
Speaker(s): Superintendent Dr. Joey Page
4. Wescott track update
Speaker(s): Exec Director of Finance and Operations Todd Lechtenberg
5. First reading of revised policies
Speaker(s): Chairperson Dube
5.A. Policy 410 - Family and Medical Leave
5.B. Policy 515 - Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records
5.C. Policy 530 - Immunizations
5.D. Policy 615 - Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for I[EPs,
Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students
5.E.Policy 701 - Establishment and Adoption of School District Budget
First reading of new policy 625 — Responsible Use of Artificial Intelligence
7. Create school board member school assignments for the remainder of 2026
Speaker(s): Chairperson Dube
8. Adjournment (Action)
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AUSTIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
STRATEGIC PLAN

OUR MISSION

(Our Core Purpose)
Inspire. Empower. Accelerate.

OUR VISION

(What We Intend to Create)
Preparing all learners to make a difference in the world.

Our Core Values
(Drivers of Our Words and Actions)
* Responsible: Demonstrates accountability to self and others
Resilient: Develops perseverance and self-confidence
Learner: Challenges self to think critically
Communicator: Listens actively and shares learning and experiences
Contributor: Engages as a productive member of the community and global society

OUR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

(Drivers of Our Continuous Improvement)
1.Support and resources to ensure a safe and welcoming learning environment
2.Packer Profile for all learners
3.District-wide multi-tiered systems of support for all learners
4. Excellence in resource management
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STUDENTS

| am supported and challenged in my learning and believe | will be
successful
o Teachers and all staff are approachable, listen and respond to
my needs
o My teachers have time to talk through and help answer
questions or help solve problems | have
o |lam trusted to make good choices, be engaged in my learning,
and held accountable but not overwhelmed

| feel that school is safe and that school is challenging and fun
DESIBED o |lam heard and respected for who | am by school staff and
students
D AI LY o The school and my interactions with students and staff are safe,
positive and inclusive
o | enjoy coming to school every day and have time to be with
EXPERIENEE friends during school

o |understand what is expected from me at school
o |lam supported in my mental health needs
| am an engaged learner at school and in our community
o | have a voice and choice in how and what | learn
My learning is hands-on, meaningful, challenging and helps me
prepare for my future
o My teachers like me and believe in me
| have teachers and staff that work with me in a way that benefits
all students
| am physically comfortable in the school setting
This school should be about me not the teachers

o

Q
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FAMILIES

| am part of my child’s education and feel welcomed, valued, and
respected as a family
o My child is physically and emotionally safe at school
o My child feels a sense of belonging at school, is cared for, and
valued
o My student can voice their thoughts and ideas without being
discriminated against so they continue to learn
My child enjoys coming to school and is safe, included and

respected so they are learning every day
DESI RED o My child is challenged (not overwhelmed) in learning and
D AILY development, listened to, and provided choice and voice in

EXPERIENGE

o Teachers know my child well and creates a fun, interactive
approach to learning which is responsive to my child’s and
family needs

Iam engaged in a partnership with my child’s school so | know what
to do to help my child continue to grow and learn

o | will feel welcome, informed and encouraged to collaborate
with the teachers and staff at the school to help my child grow

o My child’s teachers, my child and myself have open
communication about their academic progress, social
development and well-being

o District and school information is easy to understand and easily
accessible

o My child is taught the life skills necessary to be successfulin
whatever path they choose after high school
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(STAFF

| am seen, valued, and respected for who | am and the work | do
o lwork in a collaborative not competitive environment that
honors the unique strengths of each individual
o |lam seen as a professional and given the flexibility and support
to provide students what they need to be successful
o |am listened to, heard and know that | matter
o |have a level of freedom and innovation within reasonable
parameters
| receive the support and resources to do my job well so | am able to
DESIRED create a healthy and safe learning environment
o lam avalued member of a caring, engaged, and collaborative

team
DAI I.Y o | receive constructive feedback in regards to my position so | can
be the best version of myself
EXPEHIENGE o |am treated with respect and fairness with reasonable
expectations for work, performance, time, and employment
o lenjoy my job and have flexibility, satisfaction, and recognition
| work in a district that is willing to adapt and change when
necessary to best meet the needs of all students
o Diversity, equality, inclusion and equity for everyone
o | have the resources and materials | need in my classroom and
for families so they know what they can do to support learning at
home
o There is effective communication across the district and
community so staff and families have the information they need
o | have adequate training for various aspects of my job

(XN AUSTIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS €000
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Total FY27 Revenue Impact

* FY27 Enrollment decline impact  $1,750,000
* FY27 Comp Aid decline impact $2,500,000
e Total Impact $4,250,000

(Y husTN puBLIC SCHOOLS 0000

@ISD492



Austin Public Schools
Right Sizing Plan

FY27 School Year
Type of Reductions Enrollment Related Compensatory Funds Total

Certified Staff $ 554,617 § 86,000 $ 640,617
Non-Certified Staff $ 305,157 $ 175,000 $ 480,157
Operations Efficiencies % 275,000 % - $ 275,000
Supplies Reduction % 334,600 $ 334,600
SPED Funding Change $ 30,000 $ 30,000
Spend down of Technology Fund

Balance $ 100,000 $ 100,000
Spend down of Restricted Fund

Balance $ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000
Spend down of Unassigned Fund

Balance (0.92%) $ 824,850 $ 824,850
Totals $ 2,424,224 $ 1,761,000 lIIF$ 4,185,224
Target $ 1,750,000 $ 2,500,000 $ 4,250,000
Variance $ 674,224 $ (739,000) $ (64,776)
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Future Status and Unknowns

Fall 2026 actual enrollment

27-28 we’re anticipating an additional decline of about 80 students.

Compensatory aid
SPED $250,000,000 State reduction
State funding
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Austin Public Schools — Demographic, Housing, & Enrollment Analysis

Austin Public Schools Projected Student Enrollment
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TAELE 16: AUSTIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 10-YEAR PROJECTED ENROLLMENT

Grade 2526 | 2627 | 2728 | 2829 | 29030 | 3031 | 3132 3233 | 3334 | 3435
EC 119 135 116 116 119 111 109 114 114 113
PK 123 106 106 108 102 100 104 104 104 103
K 349 350 360 333 326 344 343 341 337 338
1 405 356 358 367 340 333 351 350 348 344
2 382 414 364 366 ars 347 340 358 357 356
3 363 387 418 368 371 380 352 544 383 362
4 301 366 391 424 arz 375 384 355 348 367
5 360 381 357 381 413 363 365 374 346 339
6 383 363 383 359 383 415 365 367 are 348
7 316 386 355 376 352 376 407 358 360 369
8 305 321 302 362 3g2 358 382 414 364 366
9 308 414 337 411 aro 401 376 401 434 382
10 402 398 414 337 411 379 401 376 401 434
11 426 408 407 424 345 424 388 411 385 411
12 471 432 408 411 428 348 426 392 415 389

Total K - 4 1,890 1,874 1,892 1,858 1,784 1,778 1,769 1,749 1,754 1,767
Total 5 - 8 1,464 1,450 1,488 1,477 1,530 1,512 1,519 1,513 1,446 1,422
Total 9 -12 1,697 1,652 1,566 1,584 1,564 1,550 1,591 1,580 1,635 1,615
Total K - 12 5,052 4,976 4,947 4,919 4,879 4,840 4,879 4,841 4,834 4,804
Total EC- 12 5,293 5,217 5,169 5,144 5,099 5,050 5,092 5,059 5,052 5,020

@ TeamWorks4Ed.com 44
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Austin Public Schools — Demographic, Housing, & Enrollment Analysis

Chart 1: Austin Public Schools Total Student Enrollment (EC-12)
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School Year
|
Projected Facility Utilization (%) | Birth Rates & Survival Cohort Development Gains
Facility Utilization (%) SY 2029/2030 80.5% 81.3%
Facility Utilization (%) SY 2034/2035 79.3% 80.0%

Current Capacity 6,058
Current Facility Utilization (%) 84.4%

STUDENT SOCIOECONOMICS
% Native % English Median H.H.
%% Aslan “%Black % Hispanic American % White % Multi % FIR Lunch “%Spec Ed Learner Income
District EC-12 13.1% B.4% 32 6% A7% 38.5% 3B% 56.9% 19.8% 25.0% 565,684
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AUSTIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
STRATEGIC PLAN

OUR MISSION

(Our Core Purpose)
Inspire. Empower. Accelerate.

OUR VISION

(What We Intend to Create)
Preparing all learners to make a difference in the world.

Our Core Values
(Drivers of Our Words and Actions)
* Responsible: Demonstrates accountability to self and others
Resilient: Develops perseverance and self-confidence
Learner: Challenges self to think critically
Communicator: Listens actively and shares learning and experiences
Contributor: Engages as a productive member of the community and global society

OUR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

(Drivers of Our Continuous Improvement)
1.Support and resources to ensure a safe and welcoming learning environment
2.Packer Profile for all learners
3.District-wide multi-tiered systems of support for all learners
4. Excellence in resource management
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STUDENTS

| am supported and challenged in my learning and believe | will be
successful
o Teachers and all staff are approachable, listen and respond to
my needs
o My teachers have time to talk through and help answer
questions or help solve problems | have
o |lam trusted to make good choices, be engaged in my learning,
and held accountable but not overwhelmed

| feel that school is safe and that school is challenging and fun
DESIBED o |lam heard and respected for who | am by school staff and
students
D AI LY o The school and my interactions with students and staff are safe,
positive and inclusive
o | enjoy coming to school every day and have time to be with
EXPERIENEE friends during school

o |understand what is expected from me at school
o |lam supported in my mental health needs
| am an engaged learner at school and in our community
o | have a voice and choice in how and what | learn
My learning is hands-on, meaningful, challenging and helps me
prepare for my future
o My teachers like me and believe in me
| have teachers and staff that work with me in a way that benefits
all students
| am physically comfortable in the school setting
This school should be about me not the teachers

o

Q

o o
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FAMILIES

| am part of my child’s education and feel welcomed, valued, and
respected as a family
o My child is physically and emotionally safe at school
o My child feels a sense of belonging at school, is cared for, and
valued
o My student can voice their thoughts and ideas without being
discriminated against so they continue to learn
My child enjoys coming to school and is safe, included and

respected so they are learning every day
DESI RED o My child is challenged (not overwhelmed) in learning and
D AILY development, listened to, and provided choice and voice in

EXPERIENGE

o Teachers know my child well and creates a fun, interactive
approach to learning which is responsive to my child’s and
family needs

Iam engaged in a partnership with my child’s school so | know what
to do to help my child continue to grow and learn

o | will feel welcome, informed and encouraged to collaborate
with the teachers and staff at the school to help my child grow

o My child’s teachers, my child and myself have open
communication about their academic progress, social
development and well-being

o District and school information is easy to understand and easily
accessible

o My child is taught the life skills necessary to be successfulin
whatever path they choose after high school
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(STAFF

| am seen, valued, and respected for who | am and the work | do
o lwork in a collaborative not competitive environment that
honors the unique strengths of each individual
o |lam seen as a professional and given the flexibility and support
to provide students what they need to be successful
o |am listened to, heard and know that | matter
o |have a level of freedom and innovation within reasonable
parameters
| receive the support and resources to do my job well so | am able to
DESIRED create a healthy and safe learning environment
o lam avalued member of a caring, engaged, and collaborative

team
DAI I.Y o | receive constructive feedback in regards to my position so | can
be the best version of myself
EXPEHIENGE o |am treated with respect and fairness with reasonable
expectations for work, performance, time, and employment
o lenjoy my job and have flexibility, satisfaction, and recognition
| work in a district that is willing to adapt and change when
necessary to best meet the needs of all students
o Diversity, equality, inclusion and equity for everyone
o | have the resources and materials | need in my classroom and
for families so they know what they can do to support learning at
home
o There is effective communication across the district and
community so staff and families have the information they need
o | have adequate training for various aspects of my job
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WHAT OUGHT TO BE

£N

DESIRED The Desired Daily Experience sets the
DAILY foundation of descriptions of the student, family,
EXPERIENCE and staff experiences if the strategic plan is
successfully implemented in APS.

.

OUR CORE VALUES

(Drivers of Our Words and Actions)

Responsible: Demonstrates
accountability to self and others

* Resilient: Develops perseverance
and self-confidence

RESPONSIBLE

PACKER « Learner: Challenges self to think
c 0 R E critically
VALUES  Communicator: Listens actively
and shares learning and
T AENEH experifances
CONTRIBUTOR . Contrlb_utor: Engagesasa
productive member of the

\ community and global society /
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Track Project Timeline

* June 2025

o Board approved S550K in LTFM plan to resurface track in
preparation of hosting the 2027 Big 9 track meet

e October 2025

o ISG and Austin Public School did a site visit to figure
out condition of track

e December 2025

o During the kick-off meeting the following items were
decided

= Resurfacing of the entire track surface
" Long jump runways will be reconstructed due to crowning
= Pole Vault and high jump resurfaced only

(G nusmnpusLis oot 6000
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Track Project Timeline Cont.

* January 2026

o Advertisement for Bids went out

* February 3, 2026

o Bids were opened

o Received 2 bids
= Uland Brothers $1,514,840
= Urban Companies $1,733,290

e After the deadline

o Upper Midwest Athletics sent a quote

= Not Mondo surface product but Gel-Pour System
= $554,631

@Ausrm PUBLIC SCHOOLS 00e0
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Why were the bids higher than
planned?

 Mondo surface alone came in over $1,100,000
o Reflects substantial pricing escalation over the past few
years

* Reviewed bids to ensure bids meet the current specs
and they did

(G nusmnpusLis oot 6000
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What are the long-term

considerations between Mondo and
Gel-Pour Surfaces?

* Mondo Surface * Gel-Pour Surface

o Typically, longer o Paved-in place system
lifecycle before full with a gel layer beneath
replacement the surface

o Factory-controlled o Will require resurfacing
product with impressive more often than a
performance reputation Mondo system would

o Sheet excellent product, = Top layer only
installed in rolls like a o Supports speed
gym floor system characteristics athletes

o Preferred by the track expect
and field coaching staff o Gel layer functions

similarly to a turf pad

(G AusTiN PuBLIC SCHOOLS 6060
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Next Steps

* Option A
o Awarded the bid to Uland Brothers $1,514,840 at the April Board
Meeting

o Fund the project using the following funding
= $550,000 out of LTFM
= $964,840 out of Wescott Athletic Complex Assigned Funds

o Build a budget in LTFM over the next 4 years to save money to be
able to replace the turf fields

* Option B

o Reject both bids and award to Upper Midwest Athletics for
$554,631

= Would require us to resurface the top layer in 10 years with limited
outside usage other than track and field

* Option C
o Reject both bids and Upper Midwest Athletics
o Rebid the project without Mondo track surface

@AUSTIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 00e0
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Austin Public Schools
Independent School District 492

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE POLICY 410

II.

I11.

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.|

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for family and medical leave to school district
employees in accordance with the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA). and

| o | 2 B
GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The following procedures and policies regarding family and medical leave are adopted by
the school district, pursuant to the requirements of the FMLA. and-consistentwith-the

requirements-of-the Minnesota-parentingleaveJaws:

DEFINITIONS

A. “Covered active duty” means:

1.

in the case of a member of a regular component of the Armed Forces, duty
during the deployment of the member with the Armed Forces to a foreign
country; and

in the case of a member of a reserve component of the Armed Forces, duty
during the deployment of the member with the Armed Forces to a foreign
country under a call or order to active duty under a provision of law
referred to in 10 United States Code section 101(a)(13)(B).

B. “Covered servicemember” means;

1.

a member of the Armed Forces, including a member of the National Guard
or Reserves, who is undergoing medical treatment, recuperation, or
therapy, is otherwise in outpatient status, or is otherwise on the temporary
disability retired list, for a serious injury or illness; or

a covered veteran who is undergoing medical treatment, recuperation, or
therapy for a serious injury or illness and who was a member of the Armed
Forces, including a member of the National Guard or Reserves, and was
discharged or released under conditions other than dishonorable, at any
time during the period of five years preceding the first date the eligible
employee takes FMLA leave to care for the covered veteran.

. “Eligible employee” means an employee who has been employed by the school
district for a total of at least 12 months and who has been employed for at least
1,250 hours of service during the 12-month period immediately preceding the
commencement of the leave. An employee returning from fulfilling his or her
Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act (USERRA)-

410-1



Austin Public Schools
Independent School District 492

covered service obligation shall be credited with the hours of service that would
have been performed but for the period of absence from work due to or
necessitated by USERRA-covered service. In determining whether the employee
met the hours of service requirement, and to determine the hours that would have
been worked during the period of absence from work due to or necessitated by
USERRA-covered service, the employee’s pre-service work schedule can
generally be used for calculations. While the 12 months of employment need not
be consecutive, employment periods prior to a break in service of seven years or
more may not be counted unless: (1) the break is occasioned by the employee’s
fulfillment of his or her USERRA-covered service obligation; or (2) a written
agreement, including a collective bargaining agreement, exists concerning the
school district’s intention to rehire the employee after the break in service.

“Military caregiver leave” means leave taken to care for a covered servicemember
with a serious injury or illness.

“Next of kin of a covered servicemember” means the nearest blood relative other
than the covered servicemember’s spouse, parent, son, or daughter, in the
following order of priority: blood relatives who have been granted legal custody
of the covered servicemember by court decree or statutory provisions, brothers
and sisters, grandparents, aunts and uncles, and first cousins, unless the covered
servicemember has specifically designated in writing another blood relative as his
or her nearest blood relative for purposes of military caregiver leave under the
FMLA. When no such designation is made and there are multiple family
members with the same level of relationship to the covered servicemember, all
such family members shall be considered the covered servicemember’s next of
kin, and the employee may take FMLA leave to provide care to the covered
servicemember, either consecutively or simultaneously. When such designation
has been made, the designated individual shall be deemed to be the covered
servicemember’s only next of kin.

“Outpatient status” means, with respect to a covered servicemember who is a
current member of the Armed Forces, the status of a member of the Armed Forces
assigned to:

1. a military medical treatment facility as an outpatient; or

2. a unit established for the purpose of providing command and control of
members of the Armed Forces receiving care as outpatients.

“Qualifying exigency” means a situation where the eligible employee seeks leave
for one or more of the following reasons:

1. to address any issues that arise from a short-notice deployment (seven
calendar days or less) of a covered military member;

2. to attend military events and related activities of a covered military
member;

410-2
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Austin Public Schools
Independent School District 492

3. to address issues related to childcare and school activities of a covered
military member’s child,;

4. to address financial and legal arrangements for a covered military
member;
5. to attend counseling provided by someone other than a health care

provider for oneself, a covered military member, or his/her child,;

6. to spend up to 15 calendar days with a covered military member who is on
short-term, temporary rest and recuperation leave during a period of
deployment;

7. to attend post-deployment activities related to a covered military member;

8. to address care needs of a covered military member’s parent who is

incapable of self-care; and

9. to address other events related to a covered military member that both the
employee and school district agree is a qualifying exigency.

“Serious health condition” means an illness, injury, impairment, or physical or
mental condition that involves:

1. inpatient care in a hospital, hospice, or residential medical care facility; or
2. continuing treatment by a health care provider.

“Spouse” means a husband or wife. For purposes of this definition, husband or
wife refers to the other person with whom an individual entered into marriage as
defined or recognized under state law for purposes of marriage in the state in
which the marriage was entered into or, in the case of a marriage entered into
outside of any state, if the marriage is valid in the place where entered into and
could have been entered into in at least one state. This definition includes an
individual in a same-sex or common law marriage that either: (1) was entered into
in a state that recognizes such marriages; or (2) if entered into outside of any state,
is valid in the place where entered into and could have been entered into in at least
one state.

“Veteran” has the meaning given in 38 United States Code section 101.

LEAVE ENTITLEMENT

A.

Twelve-week Leave under Federal Law

1. Eligible employees are entitled to a total of 12 work weeks of unpaid
family or medical leave during the applicable 12-month period as defined

410-3
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Independent School District 492

below, plus any additional leave as required by law. Leave may be taken
for one or more of the following reasons in accordance with applicable
law:

a. birth of the employee’s child and to care for such child;
b. placement of an adopted or foster child with the employee;
C. to care for the employee’s spouse, son, daughter, or parent with a

serious health condition,;

d. the employee’s serious health condition makes the employee
unable to perform the functions of the employee’s job; and/or

e. any qualifying exigency arising from the employee’s spouse, son,
daughter, or parent being on covered active duty, or notified of an
impending call or order to covered active duty in the Armed
Forces.

For the purposes of this policy, “year” is defined as a rolling 12-month
period measured backward from the date an employee’s leave is to
commence.

[Note: An employer is permitted to choose any one of the following
methods for determining the 12—month period in which the 12 weeks of
FMLA leave entitlement occurs: (a) the calendar year; (b) any fixed 12—
month leave year, such as a fiscal year, a year required by State law, or a
year starting on an employee's anniversary date;(c) the 12—month period
measured forward firom the date any employee's first FMLA leave; or

(d) a “rolling” 12-month period measured backward from the date an
employee uses any FMLA leave. It is recommended, however, that
school districts use the 12-month rolling measurement as it prevents
employees from stacking 12-week leave entitlement that could occur if,
Sor example, a calendar or fiscal year is utilized. Where a calendar,
fiscal or similar period is used, an employee could use 12 weeks at the
end of the period and then again at the beginning of the period,
providing an entitlement to a leave of 24 consecutive weeks. If a school
district changes its definition of a “year” in this policy, it must give
employees notice of at least 60 days before implementing this change.]

An employee’s entitlement to FMLA leave for the birth, adoption, or
foster care of a child expires at the end of the 12-month period beginning
on the date of the birth or placement.

A “serious health condition” typically requires either inpatient care or
continuing treatment by or under the supervision of a health care provider,
as defined by applicable law. Family and medical leave generally is not
intended to cover short-term conditions for which treatment and recovery
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are very brief.

A “serious injury or illness,” in the case of a member of the Armed Forces,
including a member of the National Guard or Reserves, means:

a. injury or illness that was incurred by the member in the line of
duty on active duty in the Armed Forces or that existed before the
beginning of the member’s active duty and was aggravated by
service in the line of duty on active duty in the Armed Forces and
that may render the member medically unfit to perform the duties
of the member’s office, grade, rank, or rating; and

b. in the case of a covered veteran who was a member of the Armed
Forces, including a member of the National Guard or Reserves, at
any time, during the period of five years preceding the date on
which the veteran undergoes the medical treatment, recuperation,
or therapy, means a qualifying injury or illness that was incurred
by the member in the line of duty on active duty in the Armed
Forces or that existed before the beginning of the member’s active
duty and was aggravated by service in the line of duty in the
Armed Forces and that manifested itself before or after the member
became a veteran, and is:

@) a continuation of a serious injury or illness that was
incurred or aggravated when the covered veteran
was a member of the Armed Forces and rendered
the servicemember unable to perform the duties of
the servicemember’s office, grade, rank, or rating;
or

(2) a physical or mental condition for which the
covered veteran has received a U.S. Department of
Veterans  Affairs  Service-Related  Disability
(VASRD) rating of 50 percent or greater and such
VASRD rating is based, in whole or in part, on the
condition precipitating the need for military
caregiver leave; or

(3) a physical or mental condition that substantially
impairs the covered veteran’s ability to secure or
follow a substantially gainful occupation by reason
of a disability or disabilities related to military
service, or would do so absent treatment; or

@) an injury, including a psychological injury, on the
basis of which the covered veteran has been
enrolled in the Department of Veterans Affairs
Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family
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Caregivers.

Eligible spouses employed by the school district are limited to an
aggregate of 12 weeks of leave during any 12-month period for the birth
and care of a newborn child or adoption of a child, the placement of a
child for foster care, or to care for a parent. This limitation for spouses
employed by the school district does not apply to leave taken: by one
spouse to care for the other spouse who is seriously ill; to care for a child
with a serious health condition; because of the employee’s own serious
health condition; or pursuant to Paragraph IV.A.1.e. above.

Depending on the type of leave, intermittent or reduced schedule leave
may be granted in the discretion of the school district or when medically
necessary. However, part-time employees are only eligible for a pro-rata
portion of leave to be used on an intermittent or reduced schedule basis,
based on their average hours worked per week. Where an intermittent or
reduced schedule leave is foreseeable based on planned medical treatment,
the school district may transfer the employee temporarily to an available
alternative position for which the employee is qualified and which better
accommodates recurring periods of leave than does the employee’s regular
position, and which has equivalent pay and benefits.

If an employee requests a leave for the serious health condition of the
employee or the employee’s spouse, child, or parent, the employee will be
required to submit sufficient medical certification. In such a case, the
employee must submit the medical certification within 15 days from the
date of the request or as soon as practicable under the circumstances.

If the school district has reason to doubt the validity of a health care
provider’s certification, it may require a second opinion at the school
district’s expense. If the opinions of the first and second health care
providers differ, the school district may require certification from a third
health care provider at the school district’s expense. An employee may
also be required to present a certification from a health care provider
indicating that the employee is able to return to work.

Requests for leave shall be made to the school district. When leave relates
to an employee’s spouse, son, daughter, parent, or covered servicemember
being on covered active duty, or notified of an impending call or order to
covered active duty pursuant to Paragraph IV.A.1.e. above, and such leave
is foreseeable, the employee shall provide reasonable and practical notice
to the school district of the need for leave. For all other leaves, employees
must give 30 days’ written notice of a leave of absence where practicable.
The failure to provide the required notice may result in a delay of the
requested leave. Employees are expected to make a reasonable effort to
schedule leaves resulting from planned medical treatment so as not to
disrupt unduly the operations of the school district, subject to and in
coordination with the health care provider.
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The school district may require that a request for leave under Paragraph
IV.A.l.e. above be supported by a copy of the covered military member’s
active duty orders or other documentation issued by the military indicating
active duty or a call to active duty status and the dates of active duty
service. In addition, the school district may require the employee to
provide sufficient certification supporting the qualifying exigency for
which leave is requested.

During the period of a leave permitted under this policy, the school district
will provide health insurance under its group health plan under the same
conditions coverage would have been provided had the employee not
taken the leave. The employee will be responsible for payment of the
employee contribution to continue group health insurance coverage during
the leave. An employee’s failure to make necessary and timely
contributions may result in termination of coverage. An employee who
does not return to work after the leave may be required, in some situations,
to reimburse the school district for the cost of the health plan premiums
paid by it.

The school district may request or require the employee to substitute
accrued paid leave for any part of the 12-week period. Employees may be
allowed to substitute paid leave for unpaid leave by meeting the
requirements set out in the administrative directives and guidelines
established for the implementation of this policy, if any. Employees
eligible for leave must comply with the family and medical leave
directives and guidelines prior to starting leave. The superintendent shall
be responsible to develop directives and guidelines as necessary to
implement this policy. Such directives and guidelines shall be submitted
to the school board for annual review.

The school district shall comply with written notice requirements as set
forth in federal regulations.

Employees returning from a leave permitted under this policy are eligible
for reinstatement in the same or an equivalent position as provided by law.
However, the employee has no greater right to reinstatement or to other
benefits and conditions of employment than if the employee had been
continuously employed during the leave.
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Twenty-six-week Servicemember Family Military Leave

1.

An eligible employee who is the spouse, son, daughter, parent, or next of
kin of a covered servicemember shall be entitled to a total of 26 work
weeks of leave during a 12-month period to care for the servicemember.
The leave described in this paragraph shall be available only during a
single 12-month period. For purposes of this leave, the need to care for a
servicemember includes both physical and psychological care.

During a single 12-month period, an employee shall be entitled to a
combined total of 26 work weeks of leave under Paragraphs IV.A. and
IV.C. above.

The 12-month period referred to in this section begins on the first day the
eligible employee takes leave to care for a covered servicemember and
ends 12 months after that date.

Eligible spouses employed by the school district are limited to an
aggregate of 26 weeks of leave during any 12-month period if leave is
taken for birth of the employee’s child or to care for the child after birth;
for placement of a child with the employee for adoption or foster care or to
care for the child after placement; to care for the employee’s parent with a
serious health condition; or to care for a covered servicemember with a
serious injury or illness.

The school district may request or require the employee to substitute
accrued paid leave for any part of the 26-week period. Employees may be
allowed to substitute paid leave for unpaid leave by meeting the
requirements set out in the administrative directives and guidelines
established for the implementation of this policy, if any. Employees
eligible for leave must comply with the family and medical leave
directives and guidelines prior to starting leave.

An employee will be required to submit sufficient medical certification
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issued by the health care provider of the covered servicemember and other
information in support of requested leave and eligibility for such leave
under this section within 15 days from the date of the request or as soon as
practicable under the circumstances.

7. The provisions of Paragraphs IV.A.7., IV.A.10., IV.A.12,, IV.A.13., and
IV.A.14. above shall apply to leaves under this section.

V. SPECIAL RULES FOR INSTRUCTIONAL EMPLOYEES

A.

An instructional employee is one whose principal function is to teach and instruct
students in a class, a small group, or an individual setting. This includes, but is not
limited to, teachers, coaches, driver’s education instructors, and special education
assistants.

Instructional employees who request foreseeable medically necessary intermittent
or reduced work schedule leave greater than 20 percent of the workdays in the
leave period may be required to:

I. take leave for the entire period or periods of the planned medical
treatment; or

2. move to an available alternative position for which the employee is
qualified, and which provides equivalent pay and benefits, but not
necessarily equivalent duties.

Instructional employees who request continuous leave near the end of a semester
may be required to extend the leave through the end of the semester. The number
of weeks remaining before the end of a semester does not include scheduled
school breaks, such as summer, winter, or spring break.

1. If an instructional employee begins leave for any purpose more than five
weeks before the end of a semester and it is likely the leave will last at
least three weeks, the school district may require that the leave be
continued until the end of the semester.

2. If the instructional employee begins leave for a purpose other than the
employee’s own serious health condition during the last five weeks of a
semester, the school district may require that the leave be continued until
the end of the semester if the leave will last more than two weeks or if the
employee’s return from leave would occur during the last two weeks of
the semester.

3. If the instructional employee begins leave for a purpose other than the
employee’s own serious health condition during the last three weeks of the
semester and the leave will last more than five working days, the school
district may require the employee to continue taking leave until the end of
the semester.
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4, If the school district requires an instructional employee to extend leave
through the end of a semester as set forth in this paragraph, only the period
of leave until the employee is ready and able to return to work shall be
charged against the employee's FMLA leave entitlement. Any additional
leave required by the school district to the end of the school term is not
counted as FMLA leave but as an unpaid or paid leave, to the extent the
instructional employee has accrued paid leave available and the school
district shall maintain the employee's group health insurance and restore
the employee to the same or equivalent job, including other benefits, at the
conclusion of the leave.

V1. OTHER

A.

The provisions of this policy are intended to comply with applicable law,
including the FMLA and applicable regulations. Any terms used from the FMLA
will have the same meaning as defined by the FMLA and/or applicable
regulations. To the extent that this policy is ambiguous or contradicts applicable
law, the language of the applicable law will prevail.

The requirements stated in the collective bargaining agreement between
employees in a certified collective bargaining unit and the school district
regarding family and medical leaves (if any) shall be followed.

VII. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY

A.

Legal References:

A poster prepared by the U.S. Department of Labor summarizing the major
provisions of the Family and Medical Leave Act and informing employees how to
file a complaint shall be conspicuously posted in each school district building in
areas accessible to employees and applicants for employment.

This policy will be reviewed at least annually for compliance with state and
federal law.

10 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. (Armed Forces General Military Law)
29 U.S.C. § 2601 et seq. (Family and Medical Leave Act)

38 U.S.C. § 101 (Definitions)

29 C.F.R. Part 825 (Family and Medical Leave Act)
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PROTECTION AND PRIVACY OF PUPIL RECORDS 515

II.

I1L.

PURPOSE

The school district recognizes its responsibility in regard to the collection, maintenance,
and dissemination of pupil records and the protection of the privacy rights of students as
provided in federal law and state statutes.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The following procedures and policies regarding the protection and privacy of parents
and students are adopted by the school district, pursuant to the requirements of 20 United
States Code, section 1232g, et seq., (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA)), 34 Code of Federal Regulations part 99 and consistent with the requirements
of the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes, chapter 13, and
Minnesota Rules parts 1205.0100-1205.2000.

DEFINITIONS

A. Authorized Representative

“Authorized representative” means any entity or individual designated by the
school district, state, or an agency headed by an official of the Comptroller of the
United States, the Attorney General of the United States, the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Education, or state and local educational authorities to conduct,
with respect to federal or state supported education programs, any audit or
evaluation or any compliance or enforcement activity in connection with federal
legal requirements that relate to these programs.

B. Biometric Record

“Biometric record,” as referred to in “Personally Identifiable,” means a record of
one or more measurable biological or behavioral characteristics that can be used
for automated recognition of an individual (e.g., fingerprints, retina and iris
patterns, voiceprints, DNA sequence, facial characteristics, and handwriting).

C. Dates of Attendance

“Dates of attendance,” as referred to in “Directory Information,” means the period
of time during which a student attends or attended a school or schools in the
school district, including attendance in person or by paper correspondence,
videoconference, satellite, Internet, or other electronic information and
telecommunications technologies for students who are not in the classroom, and
including the period during which a student is working under a work-study
program. The term does not include specific daily records of a student’s
attendance at a school or schools in the school district.
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D. Directory Information

1. “Directory information,” under federal law, means information contained
in an education record of a student that would not generally be considered
harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. It includes the student’s
name; photograph; dates of attendance; grade level; enrollment status (i.e.,
full-time or part-time); participation in officially recognized activities and
sports; weight and height of members of athletic teams; degrees, honors
and awards received; and the most recent educational agency or institution
attended. Directory information does not include:

a. a student’s social security number;

b. a student’s identification number (ID), user ID, or other unique
personal identifier used by a student for purposes of accessing or
communicating in electronic systems if the identifier may be used
to access education records without use of one or more factors that
authenticate the student’s identity such as a personal identification
number (PIN), password, or other factor known or possessed only
by the authorized user;

c. a student ID or other unique personal identifier that is displayed
on a student ID badge if the identifier can be used to gain access
to educational records when used in conjunction with one or more
factors that authenticate the student’s identity, such as a PIN,
password, or other factor known or possessed only by the student;

d. personally identifiable data which references religion, race, color,
social position, or nationality; or

e. data collected from nonpublic school students, other than those
who receive shared time educational services, unless written
consent is given by the student’s parent or guardian.

2. Under Minnesota law, a school district may not designate a student’s

home address, telephone number, email address, parent’s electronic mail
address, or other personal contact information as “directory information.”

E. Education Records

1. What constitutes “education records.” Education records means those
records that are: (1) directly related to a student; and (2) maintained by the
school district or by a party acting for the school district.

2. What does not constitute education records. The term “education records”
does not include:
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Records of instructional personnel that are:
(N kept in the sole possession of the maker of the record,;
(2) used only as a personal memory aid;

(3)  not accessible or revealed to any other individual except a
temporary substitute teacher; and

4) destroyed at the end of the school year.

Records of a law enforcement unit of the school district, provided
education records maintained by the school district are not
disclosed to the unit, and the law enforcement records are:

(N maintained separately from education records;

(2) maintained solely for law enforcement purposes; and

3) disclosed only to law enforcement officials of the same
jurisdiction.

Records relating to an individual, including a student, who is
employed by the school district which:

(1)  are made and maintained in the normal course of business;

(2) relate exclusively to the individual in that individual’s
capacity as an employee; and

3) are not available for use for any other purpose.

However, records relating to an individual in attendance at the
school district who is employed as a result of his or her status as a
student are education records.

Records relating to an eligible student, or a student attending an
institution of postsecondary education, that are:

(1) made or maintained by a physician, psychiatrist,
psychologist, or other recognized professional or
paraprofessional acting in his or her professional or
paraprofessional capacity or assisting in that capacity;

(2) made, maintained, or used only in connection with the
provision of treatment to the student; and

3) disclosed only to individuals providing the treatment;
515-3



Austin Public Schools
Independent School District 492

provided that the records can be personally reviewed by a
physician or other appropriate professional of the student’s
choice. For the purpose of this definition, “treatment” does
not include remedial educational activities or activities that
are a part of the program of instruction within the school
district.
e. Records created or received by the school district after an
individual is no longer a student at the school district and that are

not directly related to the individual’s attendance as a student.

f. Grades on peer-related papers before the papers are collected and
recorded by a teacher.

Education Support Services Data

"Education support services data" means data on individuals collected, created,
maintained, used, or disseminated relating to programs administered by a
government entity or entity under contract with a government entity designed to
eliminate disparities and advance equities in educational achievement for youth
by coordinating services available to participants, regardless of the youth's
involvement with other government services. Education support services data
does not include welfare data under Minnesota Statutes, section 13.46.

Unless otherwise provided by law, all education support services data are private
data on individuals and must not be disclosed except according to Minnesota

Statutes, section 13.05 or a court order.

Eligible Student

“Eligible student” means a student who has attained eighteen (18) years of age or
is attending an institution of postsecondary education.

Juvenile Justice System

“Juvenile justice system” includes criminal justice agencies and the judiciar
J

when involved in juvenile justice activities.

Legitimate Educational Interest

“Legitimate educational interest” includes an interest directly related to classroom
instruction, teaching, student achievement and progress, discipline of a student,
student health and welfare, and the ability to respond to a request for education
data. It includes a person’s need to know in order to:

1. Perform an administrative task required in the school or employee’s
contract or position description approved by the school board;
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2. Perform a supervisory or instructional task directly related to the student’s
education;
3. Perform a service or benefit for the student or the student’s family such as

health care, counseling, student job placement, or student financial aid; or
4. Perform a task directly related to responding to a request for data.
Parent

“Parent” means a parent of a student and includes a natural parent, a guardian, or
an individual acting as a parent of the student in the absence of a parent or
guardian. The school district may presume the parent has the authority to exercise
the rights provided herein, unless it has been provided with evidence that there is
a state law or court order governing such matters as marriage dissolution,
separation or child custody, or a legally binding instrument which provides to the
contrary.

Personally Identifiable

“Personally identifiable” means that the data or information includes, but is not
limited to: (a) a student’s name; (b) the name of the student’s parent or other
family member; (c) the address of the student or student’s family; (d) a personal
identifier such as the student’s social security number or student number or
biometric record; (€) other indirect identifiers, such as the student’s date of birth,
place of birth, and mother’s maiden name; (f) other information that, alone or in
combination, is linked or linkable to a specific student that would allow a
reasonable person in the school community, who does not have personal
knowledge of the relevant circumstances, to identify the student with reasonable
certainty; or (g) information requested by a person who the school district
reasonably believes knows the identity of the student to whom the education
record relates.

Record
“Record” means any information or data recorded in any way including, but not
limited to, handwriting, print, computer media, video or audio tape, film,

microfilm, and microfiche.

Responsible Authority

“Responsible authority” means Data Practices Compliance Official Sue Stark.

Student

“Student” includes any individual who is or has been in attendance, enrolled, or
registered at the school district and regarding whom the school district maintains
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education records. Student also includes applicants for enrollment or registration
at the school district and individuals who receive shared time educational services
from the school district.

0. School Official

“School official” includes: (a) a person duly elected to the school board; (b) a
person employed by the school board in an administrative, supervisory,
instructional, or other professional position; (c) a person employed by the school
board as a temporary substitute in a professional position for the period of his or
her performance as a substitute; and (d) a person employed by, or under contract
to, the school board to perform a special task such as a secretary, a clerk, a public
information officer or data practices compliance official, an attorney, or an
auditor for the period of his or her performance as an employee or contractor.

P. Summary Data

“Summary data” means statistical records and reports derived from data on
individuals but in which individuals are not identified and from which neither
their identities nor any other characteristic that could uniquely identify the
individual is ascertainable.

Q. Other Terms and Phrases

All other terms and phrases shall be defined in accordance with applicable state
and federal law or ordinary customary usage.

GENERAL CLASSIFICATION

State law provides that all data collected, created, received, or maintained by a school
district are public unless classified by state or federal law as not public or private or
confidential. State law classifies all data on individuals maintained by a school district
which relates to a student as private data on individuals. This data may not be disclosed
to parties other than the parent or eligible student without consent, except pursuant to a
valid court order, certain state statutes authorizing access, and the provisions of FERPA
and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

STATEMENT OF RIGHTS

A. Rights of Parents and Eligible Students

Parents and eligible students have the following rights under this policy:
1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records;

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records to
ensure that they are not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of
the student’s privacy or other rights;
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3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information
contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that such
consent is not required for disclosure pursuant to this policy, state or
federal law, or the regulations promulgated thereunder;

4. The right to refuse release of names, addresses, and home telephone
numbers of students in grades 11 and 12 to military recruiting officers and
postsecondary educational institutions;

5. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education
concerning alleged failures by the school district to comply with the
federal law and the regulations promulgated thereunder;

6. The right to be informed about rights under the federal law; and

7. The right to obtain a copy of this policy at the location set forth in Section
XXI. of this policy.

Eligible Students

All rights and protections given to parents under this policy transfer to the student
when he or she reaches eighteen (18) years of age or enrolls in an institution of
postsecondary education. The student then becomes an “eligible student.”
However, the parents of an eligible student who is also a “dependent student” are
entitled to gain access to the education records of such student without first
obtaining the consent of the student. In addition, parents of an eligible student
may be given access to education records in connection with a health or safety
emergency if the disclosure meets the conditions of any provision set forth in 34
Code of Federal Regulations section 99.31(a).

Students with a Disability

The school district shall follow 34 Code of Federal Regulations sections 300.610-
300.617 with regard to the privacy, notice, access, recordkeeping, and accuracy of
information related to students with a disability.

VI. DISCLOSURE OF EDUCATION RECORDS

A.

Consent Required for Disclosure

1. The school district shall obtain a signed and dated written informed
consent of the parent of a student or the eligible student before disclosing
personally identifiable information from the education records of the
student, except as provided herein.

2. The written consent required by this subdivision must be signed and dated
by the parent of the student or the eligible student giving the consent and
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shall include:

a. a specification of the records to be disclosed;

b. the purpose or purposes of the disclosure;

C. the party or class of parties to whom the disclosure may be made;
d. the consequences of giving informed consent; and

e. if appropriate, a termination date for the consent,

When a disclosure is made under this subdivision:

a. if the parent or eligible student so requests, the school district shall
provide him or her with a copy of the records disclosed; and

b. if the parent of a student who is not an eligible student so requests,
the school district shall provide the student with a copy of the
records disclosed.

A signed and dated written consent may include a record and signature in
electronic form that:

a. identifies and authenticates a particular person as the source of the
electronic consent; and

b. indicates such person’s approval of the information contained in
the electronic consent.

If the responsible authority seeks an individual’s informed consent to the
release of private data to an insurer or the authorized representative of an
insurer, informed consent shall not be deemed to have been given unless
the statement is:

a. in plain language;

b. dated;

c. specific in designating the particular persons or agencies the data
subject is authorizing to disclose information about the data
subject;

d. specific as to the nature of the information the subject is

authorizing to be disclosed;

e. specific as to the persons or agencies to whom the subject is
authorizing information to be disclosed,;
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f. specific as to the purpose or purposes for which the information
may be used by any of the parties named in Clause e. above, both
at the time of the disclosure and at any time in the future; and

g. specific as to its expiration date which should be within a
reasonable time, not to exceed one year except in the case of
authorizations given in connection with applications for: (i) life
insurance or noncancellable or guaranteed renewable health
insurance and identified as such, two years after the date of the
policy, or (ii) medical assistance under Minnesota Statutes, chapter
256B or Minnesota Care under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 256L,
which shall be ongoing during all terms of eligibility, for
individualized education program health-related services provided
by a school district that are subject to third party reimbursement.

6. Eligible Student Consent

Whenever a student has attained eighteen (18) years of age or is attending
an institution of post-secondary education, the rights accorded to and the
consent required of the parent of the student shall thereafter only be
accorded to and required of the eligible student, except as provided in
Section V. of this policy.

Prior Consent for Disclosure Not Required

The school district may disclose personally identifiable information from the
education records of a student without the written consent of the parent of the
student or the eligible student unless otherwise provided herein, if the disclosure
is:

1. To other school officials, including teachers, within the school district
whom the school district determines have a legitimate educational interest
in such records;

2. To a contractor, consultant, volunteer, or other party to whom the school
district has outsourced institutional services or functions provided that the
outside party:

a. performs an institutional service or function for which the school
district would otherwise use employees;

b. is under the direct control of the school district with respect to the
use and maintenance of education records; and

c. will not disclose the information to any other party without the
prior consent of the parent or eligible student and uses the
information only for the purposes for which the disclosure was
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made;

To officials of other schools, school districts, or post-secondary
educational institutions in which the student seeks or intends to enroll, or
is already enrolled, as long as the disclosure is for purposes related to the
student’s enrollment or transfer, The records shall include information
about disciplinary action taken as a result of any incident in which the
student possessed or used a dangerous weapon, and with proper annual
notice (see Section XIX.), suspension and expulsion information pursuant
to section 7917 of the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, 20 United
States Code, section 7917, and, if applicable, data regarding a student’s
history of violent behavior. The records also shall include a copy of any
probable cause notice or any disposition or court order under Minnesota
Statutes, section 260B.171, unless the data are required to be destroyed
under Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.22, subdivision 7(c) or section
121A.75. On request, the school district will provide the parent or eligible
student with a copy of the education records that have been transferred and
provide an opportunity for a hearing to challenge the content of those
records in accordance with Section XV. of this policy;

To authorized representatives of the Comptroller General of the United
States, the Attorney General of the United States, the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Education, or the Commissioner of the State Department of
Education or his or her representative, subject to the conditions relative to
such disclosure provided under federal law;

In connection with financial aid for which a student has applied or has
received, if the information is necessary for such purposes as to:

a. determine eligibility for the aid;

b. determine the amount of the aid;

c. determine conditions for the aid; or

d. enforce the terms and conditions of the aid.

“Financial aid” for purposes of this provision means a payment of funds
provided to an individual or a payment in kind of tangible or intangible
property to the individual that is conditioned on the individual’s
attendance at an educational agency or institution;

To state and local officials or authorities to whom such information is
specifically allowed to be reported or disclosed pursuant to state statute
adopted:

a. before November 19, 1974, if the allowed reporting or disclosure
concerns the juvenile justice system and such system’s ability to
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effectively serve the student whose records are released; or

b. after November 19, 1974, if the reporting or disclosure allowed by
state statute concerns the juvenile justice system and the system’s
ability to effectively serve, prior to adjudication, the student whose
records are released, provided the officials and authorities to whom
the records are disclosed certify in writing to the school district
that the data will not be disclosed to any other party, except as
provided by state law, without the prior written consent of the
parent of the student. At a minimum, the school district shall
disclose the following information to the juvenile justice system
under this paragraph: a student’s full name, home address,
telephone number, and date of birth; a student’s school schedule,
attendance record, and photographs, if any; and parents’ names,
home addresses, and telephone numbers;

To organizations conducting studies for or on behalf of educational
agencies or institutions for the purpose of developing, validating, or
administering predictive tests, administering student aid programs, or
improving instruction; provided that the studies are conducted in a manner
which does not permit the personal identification of parents or students by
individuals other than representatives of the organization who have a
legitimate interest in the information, the information is destroyed when
no longer needed for the purposes for which the study was conducted, and
the school district enters into a written agreement with the organization
that: (a) specifies the purpose, scope, and duration of the study or studies
and the information to be disclosed; (b) requires the organization to use
personally identifiable information from education records only to meet
the purpose or purposes of the study as stated in the written agreement; (c)
requires the organization to conduct the study in a manner that does not
permit personal identification of parents and students by anyone other than
representatives of the organization with legitimate interests; and (d)
requires the organization to destroy all personally identifiable information
when information is no longer needed for the purposes for which the study
was conducted and specifies the time period in which the information
must be destroyed.  For purposes of this provision, the term,
“organizations,” includes, but is not limited to, federal, state, and local
agencies and independent organizations. In the event the Department of
Education determines that a third party outside of the school district to
whom information is disclosed violates this provision, the school district
may not allow that third party access to personally identifiable information
from education records for at least five (5) years;

To accrediting organizations in order to carry out their accrediting
functions;

To parents of a student eighteen (18) years of age or older if the student is
a dependent of the parents for income tax purposes;
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To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena, provided,
however, that the school district makes a reasonable effort to notify the
parent or eligible student of the order or subpoena in advance of
compliance therewith so that the parent or eligible student may seek
protective action, unless the disclosure is in compliance with a federal
grand jury subpoena, or any other subpoena issued for law enforcement
purposes, and the court or other issuing agency has ordered that the
existence or the contents of the subpoena or the information furnished in
response to the subpoena not be disclosed, or the disclosure is in
compliance with an ex parte court order obtained by the United States
Attorney General (or designee not lower than an Assistant Attorney
General) concerning investigations or prosecutions of an offense listed in
18 United States Code, section 2332b(g)(5)(B), an act of domestic or
international terrorism as defined in 18 United States Code, section 2331,
or a parent is a party to a court proceeding involving child abuse and
neglect or dependency matters, and the order is issued in the context of the
proceeding. If the school district initiates legal action against a parent or
student, it may disclose to the court, without a court order or subpoena, the
education records of the student that are relevant for the school district to
proceed with the legal action as a plaintiff. Also, if a parent or eligible
student initiates a legal action against the school district, the school district
may disclose to the court, without a court order or subpoena, the student’s
education records that are relevant for the school district to defend itself;

To appropriate parties, including parents of an eligible student, in
connection with an emergency if knowledge of the information is
necessary to protect the health, including the mental health, or safety of
the student or other individuals. The decision is to be based upon
information available at the time the threat occurs that indicates that there
is an articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of a student or
other individuals. In making a determination whether to disclose
information under this section, the school district may take into account
the totality of the circumstances pertaining to a threat and may disclose
information from education records to any person whose knowledge of the
information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or
other students. A record of this disclosure must be maintained pursuant to
Section XIILLE. of this policy. In addition, an educational agency or
institution may include in the education records of a student appropriate
information concerning disciplinary action taken against the student for
conduct that posed a significant risk to the safety or well-being of that
student, other students, or other members of the school community. This
information may be disclosed to teachers and school officials within the
school district and/or teachers and school officials in other schools who
have legitimate educational interests in the behavior of the student;

To the juvenile justice system if information about the behavior of a
student who poses a risk of harm is reasonably necessary to protect the
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health or safety of the student or other individuals;

Information the school district has designated as “directory information”
pursuant to Section VII. of this policy;

To military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions
pursuant to Section XI. of this policy;

To the parent of a student who is not an eligible student or to the student
himself or herself;

To appropriate health-autheritieste parties, including parents or an eligible
student, in connection with an emergency if knowledge of the extent
information is necessary to administer-Hnmunization-pregrams protect the
health or safety of the student or other individuals (34 Code of Federal
Regulations, part 99.36) and for bona fide epidemiologic investigations
which the eemmissioner—of—health Commissioner of the Minnesota
Department of Health determines are necessary to prevent disease or
disability to individuals in the public educational agency or institution in
which the investigation is being conducted;

To volunteers who are determined to have a legitimate educational interest
in the data and who are conducting activities and events sponsored by or
endorsed by the educational agency or institution for students or former
students;

To the juvenile justice system, on written request that certifies that the
information will not be disclosed to any other person except as authorized
by law without the written consent of the parent of the student:

a. the following information about a student must be disclosed: a
student’s full name, home address, telephone number, date of birth;
a student’s school schedule, daily attendance record, and
photographs, if any; and any parents’ names, home addresses, and
telephone numbers;

b. the existence of the following information about a student, not the
actual data or other information contained in the student’s
education record, may be disclosed provided that a request for
access must be submitted on the statutory form and it must contain
an explanation of why access to the information is necessary to
serve the student: (1) use of a controlled substance, alcohol, or
tobacco; (2) assaultive or threatening conduct that could result in
dismissal from school under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; (3)
possession or use of weapons or look-alike weapons; (4) theft; or
(5) vandalism or other damage to property. Prior to releasing this
information, the principal or chief administrative officer of a
school who receives such a request must, to the extent permitted by
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federal law, notify the student’s parent or guardian by certified
mail of the request to disclose information. If the student’s parent
or guardian notifies the school official of an objection to the
disclosure within ten (10) days of receiving certified notice, the
school official must not disclose the information and instead must
inform the requesting member of the juvenile justice system of the
objection. If no objection from the parent or guardian is received
within fourteen (14) days, the school official must respond to the
request for information.

The written requests of the juvenile justice system membei(s), as well as a
record of any release, must be maintained in the student’s file;

To the principal where the student attends and to any counselor directly
supervising or reporting on the behavior or progress of the student if it is
information from a disposition order received by a superintendent under
Minnesota Statutes, section 260B.171, subdivision 3. The principal must
notify the counselor immediately and must place the disposition order in
the student’s permanent education record. The principal also must notify
immediately any teacher or administrator who directly supervises or
reports on the behavior or progress of the student whom the principal
believes needs the information to work with the student in an appropriate
manner, to avoid being needlessly vulnerable, or to protect other persons
from needless vulnerability. The principal may also notify other school
district employees, substitutes, and volunteers who are in direct contact
with the student if the principal determines that these individuals need the
information to work with the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid
being needlessly vulnerable, or to protect other persons from needless
vulnerability. Such notices from the principal must identify the student,
outline the offense, and describe any conditions of probation about which
the school must provide information if this information is provided in the
disposition order. Disposition order information received is private
educational data received for the limited purpose of serving the
educational needs of the student and protecting students and staff. The
information may not be further disseminated by the counselor, teacher,
administrator, staff member, substitute, or volunteer except as necessary to
serve the student, to protect students and staff, or as otherwise required by
law, and only to the student or the student’s parent or guardian;

To the principal where the student attends if it is information from a peace
officer’s record of children received by a superintendent under Minnesota
Statutes, section 260B.171, subdivision 5. The principal must place the
information in the student’s education record. The principal also must
notify immediately any teacher, counselor, or administrator directly
supervising the student whom the principal believes needs the information
to work with the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid being
needlessly vulnerable, or to protect other persons from needless
vulnerability. The principal may also notify other district employees,
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substitutes, and volunteers who are in direct contact with the student if the
principal determines that these individuals need the information to work
with the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid being needlessly
vulnerable, or to protect other persons from needless vulnerability. Such
notices from the principal must identify the student and describe the
alleged offense if this information is provided in the peace officer’s notice.
Peace officer’s record information received is private educational data
received for the limited purpose of serving the educational needs of the
student and protecting students and staff. The information must not be
further disseminated by the counselor, teacher administrator, staff
member, substitute, or volunteer except to communicate with the student
or the student’s parent or guardian as necessary to serve the student, to
protect students and staff, or as otherwise required by law.

The principal must delete the peace officer’s record from the student’s
education record, destroy the data, and make reasonable efforts to notify
any teacher, counselor, staff member, administrator, substitute, or
volunteer who received information from the peace officer’s record if the
county attorney determines not to proceed with a petition or directs the
student into a diversion or mediation program or if a juvenile court makes
a decision on a petition and the county attorney or juvenile court notifies
the superintendent of such action;

To the Secretary of Agriculture, or authorized representative from the
Food and Nutrition Service or contractors acting on behalf of the Food and
Nutrition Service, for the purposes of conducting program monitoring,
evaluations, and performance measurements of state and local educational
and other agencies and institutions receiving funding or providing benefits
of one or more programs authorized under the National School Lunch Act
or the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 for which the results will be reported in
an aggregate form that does not identify any individual, on the conditions
that: (a) any data collected shall be protected in a manner that will not
permit the personal identification of students and their parents by other
than the authorized representatives of the Secretary; and (b) any personally
identifiable data shall be destroyed when the data are no longer needed for
program monitoring, evaluations, and performance measurements; or

To an agency caseworker or other representative of a State or local child
welfare agency, or tribal organization (as defined in 25 United States
Code, section 5304), who has the right to access a student’s case plan, as
defined and determined by the State or tribal organization, when such
agency or organization is legally responsible, in accordance with State or
tribal law, for the care and protection of the student, provided that the
education records, or the personally identifiable information contained in
such records, of the student will not be disclosed by such agency or
organization, except to an individual or entity engaged in addressing the
student’s education needs and authorized by such agency or organization
to receive such disclosure and such disclosure is consistent with the State
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or tribal laws applicable to protecting the confidentiality of a student’s
education records.

23.  When requested, and in accordance with requirements for parental consent
in 34 Code of Federal Regulations, section 300.622(b)(2), and part 99,
educational agencies or institutions may share personal student contact
information and directory information for students served in special
education with postsecondary transition planning and services under
Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.08, paragraph (b), clause (1), whether
public or private, with the Minnesota Department of Employment and
Economic Development, as required for coordination of services to
students with disabilities under Minnesota Statutes, sections 125A.08,
paragraph (b), clause (1); 125A.023; and 125A.027.

[NOTE: The 2025 Minnesota legislature amended Minnesota Statutes,
section 13.32, subdivision 5, to include this update.]

C. Nonpublic School Students

The school district may disclose personally identifiable information from the
education records of a nonpublic school student, other than a student who receives
shared time educational services, without the written consent of the parent of the
student or the eligible student unless otherwise provided herein, if the disclosure

is:

1. Pursuant to a valid court order;

2. Pursuant to a statute specifically authorizing access to the private data; or

3. To appropriate health authorities to the extent necessary to administer
immunization programs and for bona fide epidemiological investigations
which the eemmissioner—of—health Commissioner of the Minnesota
Department of Health determines are necessary to prevent disease or
disability to individuals in the public educational agency or institution in
which the investigation is being conducted; or

4. or appropriate parties, including parents or an eligible student, in

connection with an emergency if knowledge of the information is
necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other individuals.

VII. RELEASE OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION

A. Educational Data

1. Educational data designated as directory information is public data on
individuals to the extent required under federal law. Directory information
must be designated pursuant to the provisions of:
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a. Minnesota Statutes, section 13.32, subdivision 5; and

b. 20United States Code, section 1232g, and 34 Code of Federal
Regulations, section 99.37, which were in effect on January 3,
2012,

2. The school district may not designate a student’s home address, telephone
number, email address, or other personal contact information as directory
information under Minnesota Statutes, section 13.32.

3 A parent's personal contact information must be treated as private data on
individuals regardless of whether that contact information was previously
designated as or treated as directory information under Minnesota Statutes,
section 13.32, subdivision 2.

4, When requested, the school district must share personal contact
information and directory information, whether public or private, with the
Minnesota Department of Education, as required for federal reporting
purposes.

Former Students

Unless a former student validly opted out of the release of directory information
while the student was in attendance and has not rescinded the opt out request at
any time, the school district may disclose directory information from the
education records generated by it regarding the former student without meeting
the requirements of Paragraph C. of this section. In addition, under an explicit
exclusion from the definition of an “education record,” the school district may
release records that only contain information about an individual obtained after he
or she is no longer a student at the school district and that are not directly related
to the individual’s attendance as a student (e.g., a student’s activities as an
alumnus of the school district).

Present Students and Parents

The school district may disclose directory information from the education records
of a student and information regarding parents without prior written consent of the
parent of the student or eligible student, except as provided herein.

1. When conducting the directory information designation and notice process
required by federal law, the school district shall give parents and students
notice of the right to refuse to let the district designate specified data about
the student as directory information.

2. The school district shall give annual notice by any means that are
reasonably likely to inform the parents and eligible students of:
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a. the types of personally identifiable information regarding students
and/or parents that the school district has designated as directory
information,;

b. the parent’s or eligible student’s right to refuse to let the school

district designate any or all of those types of information about the
student and/or the parent as directory information; and

C. the period of time in which a parent or eligible student has to
notify the school district in writing that he or she does not want
any or all of those types of information about the student and/or the
parent designated as directory information.

[NOTE: Federal law allows a school district to specify that the disclosure of
directory information will be limited to specific parties, for specific purposes,
or both. If the school district chooses to impose these limitations, it is
advisable to add a new paragraph VIL.C.3. that specifies that disclosures of
directory information will be limited to specific parties and/or for specific
purposes and identify those parties and/or purposes.

To the extent a school district adds these restrictions, it must then limit its
directory information disclosures to those individuals and/or purposes
specified in this public notice. Procedures to address how these restrictions
will be enforced by the school district are advised. This is an important policy
decision for the local school board which must balance not only the privacy
interests of the student against public disclosure, but also the additional
administrative requirements such restrictions will place on the school
district.]

3. Allow a reasonable period of time after such notice has been given for a
parent or eligible student to inform the school district in writing that any
or all of the information so designated should not be disclosed without the
parent’s or eligible student’s prior written consent, except as provided in
Section VI. of this policy.

4. A parent or eligible student may not opt out of the directory information
disclosures to:

a. prevent the school district from disclosing or requiring the student
to disclose the student’s name, ID, or school district e-mail address
in a class in which the student is enrolled; or

b. prevent the school district from requiring a student to wear, to
display publicly, or to disclose a student ID card or badge that
exhibits information that may be designated as directory
information and that has been properly designated by the school
district as directory information.

5. The school district shall not disclose or confirm directory information
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without meeting the written consent requirements contained in Section
VLA. of this policy if a student’s social security number or other non-
directory information is used alone or in combination with other data
elements to identify or help identify the student or the student’s records.

Procedure for Obtaining Nondisclosure of Directory Information

The parent’s or eligible student’s written notice shall be directed to the
responsible authority and shall include the following:

1. Name of the student and/or parent, as appropriate;

2. Home address;

3. School presently attended by student;

4. Parent’s legal relationship to student, if applicable; and

5. Specific categories of directory information to be made not public without

the parent’s or eligible student’s prior written consent, which shall only be
applicable for that school year.

Duration
The designation of any information as directory information about a student or

parents will remain in effect for the remainder of the school year unless the parent
or eligible student provides the written notifications provided herein.

VIII. DISCLOSURE OF PRIVATE RECORDS

A.

Private Records

For the purposes herein, education records are records which are classified as
private data on individuals by state law and which are accessible only to the
student who is the subject of the data and the student’s parent if the student is not
an eligible student. The school district may not disclose private records or their
contents except as summary data, or except as provided in Section VI. of this
policy, without the prior written consent of the parent or the eligible student. The
school district will use reasonable methods to identify and authenticate the
identity of parents, students, school officials, and any other party to whom
personally identifiable information from education records is disclosed.

Private Records Not Accessible to Parent

In certain cases, state law intends, and clearly provides, that certain information
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contained in the education records of the school district pertaining to a student be
accessible to the student alone, and to the parent only under special
circumstances, if at all.

1. The responsible authority may deny access to private data by a parent
when a minor student who is the subject of that data requests that the
responsible authority deny such access. The minor student’s request must
be submitted in writing setting forth the reasons for denying access to the
parent and must be signed by the minor. Upon receipt of such request the
responsible authority shall determine if honoring the request to deny the
parent access would be in the best interest of the minor data subject. In
making this determination the responsible authority shall consider the
following factors:

a. whether the minor is of sufficient age and maturity to be able to
explain the reasons for and understand the consequences of the
request to deny access;

b. whether the personal situation of the minor is such that denying
parental access may protect the minor data subject from physical or
emotional harm;

c. whether there are grounds for believing that the minor data
subject’s reasons for precluding parental access are reasonably
accurate;

d. whether the data in question is of such a nature that disclosure of it

to the parent may lead to physical or emotional harm to the minor
data subject; and

e. whether the data concerns medical, dental or other health services
provided pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, sections 144.341-
144.347, in which case the data may be released only if the failure
to inform the parent would seriously jeopardize the health of the
minor.

Private Records Not Accessible to Student

Students shall not be entitled to access to private data concerning financial records
and statements of the student’s parent or any information contained therein.

Military-Connected Youth Identifier

When a school district updates its enrollment forms in the ordinary course of
business, the school district must include a box on the enrollment form to allow
students to self-identify as a military-connected youth. For purposes of this
seetionn Paragraph, a "military-connected youth" means having an immediate
family member, including a parent or sibling, who is currently in the armed forces
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either as a reservist or on active duty or has recently retired from the armed
forces. Data collected under this provision is private data on individuals, but
summary data may be published by the Department of Education.

IX.  DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS

A.

Confidential Records

Confidential records are those records and data contained therein which are made
not public by state or federal law, and which are inaccessible to the student and
the student’s parents or to an eligible student.

Reports Under the Maltreatment of Minors Reporting Act

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260E , written copies of reports
pertaining to a neglected and/or physically and/or sexually abused child shall be
accessible only to the appropriate welfare and law enforcement agencies. In
respect to other parties, such data shall be confidential and will not be made
available to the parent or the subject individual by the school district. The subject
individual, however, may obtain a copy of the report from either the local welfare
agency, county sheriff, or the local police department subject to the provisions of
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260E.

Regardless of whether a written report is made under Minnesota Statutes, chapter
260E, as soon as practicable after a school receives information regarding an
incident that may constitute maltreatment of a child in a school facility, the school
shall inform the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the child that an incident
occurred that may constitute maltreatment of the child, when the incident
occurred, and the nature of the conduct that may constitute maltreatment.

Investigative Data

Data collected by the school district as part of an active investigation undertaken
for the purpose of the commencement or defense of pending civil legal action, or
are retained in anticipation of a pending civil legal action are classified as
protected nonpublic data in the case of data not on individuals, and confidential
data in the case of data on individuals.

1. The school district may make any data classified as protected non-public
or confidential pursuant to this subdivision accessible to any person,
agency, or the public if the school district determines that such access will
aid the law enforcement process, promote public health or safety, or dispel
widespread rumor or unrest.

3 A complainant has access to a statement he or she provided to the school
district.
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Parents or eligible students may have access to investigative data of which
the student is the subject, but only to the extent the data is not inextricably
intertwined with data about other school district students, school district
employees, and/or attorney data as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section
13.393.

Once a civil investigation becomes inactive, civil investigative data
becomes public unless the release of the data would jeopardize another
pending civil legal action, except for those portions of such data that are
classified as not public data under state or federal law. Any civil
investigative data presented as evidence in court or made part of a court
record shall be public. For purposes of this provision, a civil investigation
becomes inactive upon the occurrence of any of the following events:

a. a decision by the school district, or by the chief attorney for the
school district, not to pursue the civil legal action. However, such
investigation may subsequently become active if the school district
or its attorney decides to renew the civil legal action;

b. the expiration of the time to file a complaint under the statute of
limitations or agreement applicable to the civil legal action; or

C. the exhaustion or expiration of rights of appeal by either party to
the civil legal action.

A “pending civil legal action” for purposes of this subdivision is defined
as including, but not limited to, judicial, administrative, or arbitration
proceedings.

Chemical Abuse Records

To the extent the school district maintains records of the identity, diagnosis,
prognosis, or treatment of any student which are maintained in connection with
the performance of any drug abuse prevention function conducted, regulated, or
directly or indirectly assisted by any department or agency of the United States,
such records are classified as confidential and shall be disclosed only for the
purposes and under the circumstances expressly authorized by law.

DISCLOSURE OF SCHOOL RECORDS PRIOR TO EXCLUSION OR
EXPULSION HEARING

At a reasonable time prior to any exclusion or expulsion hearing, the student and the
student’s parent or guardian or representative shall be given access to all school district
records pertaining to the student, including any tests or reports upon which the action
proposed by the school district may be based, pursuant to the Minnesota Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.40, ef seq.
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XI. DISCLOSURE OF DATA TO MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS AND
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

A.

The school district will release the names, addresses, electronic mail address
(which shall be the electronic mail addresses provided by the school district, if
available, that may be released to military recruiting officers only), and home
telephone numbers of students in grades 11 and 12 to military recruiting officers
and post-secondary educational institutions within sixty (60) days after the date of
the request unless a parent or eligible student has refused in writing to release this
data pursuant to Paragraph C. below.

Data released to military recruiting officers under this provision:

1. may be used only for the purpose of providing information to students
about military service, state and federal veterans’ education benefits, and
other career and educational opportunities provided by the military;

2. cannot be further disseminated to any other person except personnel of the
recruiting services of the armed forces; and

3. copying fees shall not be imposed.

A parent or eligible student has the right to refuse the release of the name,
address, electronic mail addresses (which shall be the electronic mail addresses
provided by the school, if available, that may be released to military recruiting
officers only) or home telephone number to military recruiting officers and
postsecondary educational institutions. To refuse the release of the above
information to military recruiting officers and postsecondary educational
institutions, a parent or eligible student must notify the Superintendent in writing.
The written request must include the following information:

L. Name of student and parent, as appropriate;

2. Home address;

3. Student’s grade level,

4. School presently attended by student;

5. Parent’s legal relationship to student, if applicable;

6. Specific category or categories of information which are not to be released
to military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions;
and

7. Specific category or categories of information which are not to be released

to the public, including military recruiting officers and post-secondary
educational institutions.
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Annually, the school district will provide public notice by any means that are
reasonably likely to inform the parents and eligible students of their rights to
refuse to release the names, addresses, and home phone numbers of students in
grades 11 and 12 without prior consent.

A parent or eligible student’s refusal to release the above information to military
recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions does not affect the
school district’s release of directory information to the rest of the public, which
includes military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions.
In order to make any directory information about a student private, the procedures
contained in Section VII. of this policy also must be followed. Accordingly, to
the extent the school district has designated the name and grade level of students
as directory information, absent a request from a parent or eligible student not to
release such data, this information will be public data and accessible to members
of the public, including military recruiting officers and post-secondary
educational institutions.

XII. LIMITS ON REDISCLOSURE

A.

Redisclosure

Consistent with the requirements herein, the school district may only disclose
personally identifiable information from the education records of a student on the
condition that the party to whom the information is to be disclosed will not
disclose the information to any other party without the prior written consent of the
parent of the student or the eligible student, except that the officers, employees,
and agents of any party receiving personally identifiable information under this
seetion Article may use the information, but only for the purposes for which the
disclosure was made.

Redisclosure Not Prohibited

1. Subdivision A. of this seetien Article does not prevent the school district
from disclosing personally identifiable information under Section VI. of
this policy with the understanding that the party receiving the information
may make further disclosures of the information on behalf of the school
district provided:

a. The disclosures meet the requirements of Section VI. of this
policy; and

b. The school district has complied with the record-keeping
requirements of Seetion Article XIII. of this policy.

2. Subdivision A. of this seetion Article does not apply to disclosures made
pursuant to court orders or lawfully issued subpoenas or litigation, to
disclosures of directory information, to disclosures to a parent or student
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or to parents of dependent students, or to disclosures concerning sex
offenders and other individuals required to register under 42 United States
Code, section 14071. However, the school district must provide the
notification required in Section XILD. of this policy if a redisclosure is
made based upon a court order or lawfully issued subpoena.

Classification of Disclosed Data

The information disclosed shall retain the same classification in the hands of the
party receiving it as it had in the hands of the school district.

Notification

The school district shall inform the party to whom a disclosure is made of the
requirements set forth in this seetien Article, except for disclosures made pursuant
to court orders or lawfully issued subpoenas, disclosure of directory information
under Section VII. of this policy, disclosures to a parent or student, or disclosures
to parents of a dependent student. In the event that the Family Policy Compliance
Office determines that a state or local educational authority, a federal agency
headed by an official listed in 34 Code of Federal Regulations section 99.31(a)(3),
or an authorized representative of a state or local educational authority or a
federal agency headed by an official listed in section 99.31(a)(3), or a third party
outside of the school district improperly rediscloses personally identifiable
information from education records or fails to provide notification required under
this section of this policy, the school district may not allow that third party access
to personally identifiable information from education records for at least five (5)
years.

XIII. RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY; RECORD SECURITY; AND RECORD KEEPING

A.

Responsible Authority

The responsible authority shall be responsible for the maintenance and security of
student records.

Record Security

The principal of each school subject to the supervision and control of the
responsible authority shall be the records manager of the school and shall have the
duty of maintaining and securing the privacy and/or confidentiality of student
records.

Plan for Securing Student Records

The building principal shall submit to the responsible authority a written plan for
securing students records by September 1 of each school year. The written plan
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shall contain the following information:

1.

2.

4.

5.

A description of records maintained,;

Titles and addresses of person(s) responsible for the security of student
records;

Location of student records, by category, in the buildings;
Means of securing student records; and

Procedures for access and disclosure.

Review of Written Plan for Securing Student Records

The responsible authority shall review the plans submitted pursuant to Paragraph
C. of this seetien Article for compliance with the law, this policy, and the various
administrative policies of the school district. The responsible authority shall then
promulgate a chart incorporating the provisions of Paragraph C. which shall be
attached to and become a part of this policy.

Record Keeping

The principal shall, for each request for and each disclosure of personally
identifiable information from the education records of a student, maintain
a record, with the education records of the student, that indicates:

the parties who have requested or received personally identifiable
information from the education records of the student;

the legitimate interests these parties had in requesting or obtaining
the information; and

the names of the state and local educational authorities and federal
officials and agencies listed in Section VI.B.4. of this policy that
may make further disclosures of personally identifiable
information from the student’s education records without consent.

In the event the school district discloses personally identifiable
information from an education record of a student pursuant to Paragraph
XILB. of this policy, the record of disclosure required under this seetion

the names of the additional parties to which the receiving party
may disclose the information on behalf of the school district;

the legitimate interests under Section VI. of this policy which each
of the additional parties has in requesting or obtaining the
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information; and

c. a copy of the record of further disclosures maintained by a state or
local educational authority or federal official or agency listed in
Section VI.B.4. of this policy in accordance with 34 Code of
Federal Regulations, section 99.32 and to whom the school district
disclosed information from an education record. The school
district shall request a copy of the record of further disclosures
from a state or local educational authority or federal official or
agency to whom education records were disclosed upon a request
from a parent or eligible student to review the record of requests
for disclosure.

Section XITLE.1. does not apply to requests by or disclosure to a parent of
a student or an eligible student, disclosures pursuant to the written consent
of a parent of a student or an eligible student, requests by or disclosures to
other school officials under Section VI.B.I. of this policy, to requests for
disclosures of directory information under Section VII. of this policy, or to
a party seeking or receiving the records as directed by a federal grand jury
or other law enforcement subpoena and the issuing court or agency has
ordered that the existence or the contents of the subpoena or the
information provided in response to the subpoena not be disclosed or as
directed by an ex parte court order obtained by the United States Attorney
General (or designee not lower than an Assistant Attorney General)
concerning investigations or prosecutions of an offense listed in 18 United
States Code, section 2332b(g)(5)(B) or an act of domestic or international
terrorism.

The record of requests of disclosures may be inspected by:
a. the parent of the student or the eligible student;

b. the school official or his or her assistants who are responsible for
the custody of the records; and

c. the parties authorized by law to audit the record-keeping
procedures of the school district.

The school district shall record the following information when it
discloses personally identifiable information from education records under
the health or safety emergency exception:

a. the articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of a
student or other individual that formed the basis for the disclosure;
and

b. the parties to whom the school district disclosed the information.
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6. The record of requests and disclosures shall be maintained with the
education records of the student as long as the school district maintains the
student’s education records.

XIV. RIGHT TO INSPECT AND REVIEW EDUCATION RECORDS

A.

Parent of a Student, an Eligible Student or the Parent of an Eligible Student Who
is Also a Dependent Student

The school district shall permit the parent of a student, an eligible student, or the
parent of an eligible student who is also a dependent student who is or has been in
attendance in the school district to inspect or review the education records of the
student, except those records which are made confidential by state or federal law
or as otherwise provided in Section VIII. of this policy.

Response to Request for Access

The school district shall respond to any request pursuant to Subdivision A. of this
seetion Article immediately, if possible, or within ten (10) days of the date of the
request, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.

Right to Inspect and Review

The right to inspect and review education records under Subdivision A. of this
seetiont Article includes:

1. The right to a response from the school district to reasonable requests for
explanations and interpretations of records; and

2. If circumstances effectively prevent the parent or eligible student from
exercising the right to inspect and review the education records, the school
district shall provide the parent or eligible student with a copy of the
records requested or make other arrangements for the parent or eligible
student to inspect and review the requested records.

3. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as limiting the frequency of
inspection of the education records of a student with a disability by the
student’s parent or guardian or by the student upon the student reaching
the age of majority.

Form of Request

Parents or eligible students shall submit to the school district a written request to
inspect education records which identify as precisely as possible the record or
records he or she wishes to inspect.
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Collection of Student Records

If a student’s education records are maintained in more than one location, the
responsible authority may collect copies of the records or the records themselves
from the various locations so they may be inspected at one site. However, if the
parent or eligible student wishes to inspect these records where they are
maintained, the school district shall attempt to accommodate those wishes. The
parent or eligible student shall be notified of the time and place where the records
may be inspected.

Records Containing Information on More Than One Student

If the education records of a student contain information on more than one
student, the parent or eligible student may inspect and review or be informed of
only the specific information which pertains to that student.

Authority to Inspect or Review

The school district may presume that either parent of the student has authority to
inspect or review the education records of a student unless the school district has
been provided with evidence that there is a legally binding instrument or a state
law or court order governing such matters as marriage dissolution, separation, or
custody which provides to the contrary.

Fees for Copies of Records

1. The school district shall charge a reasonable fee for providing photocopies
or printed copies of records unless printing a copy is the only method to
provide for the inspection of data. In determining the amount of the
reasonable fee, the school district shall consider the following:

a. the cost of materials, including paper, used to provide the copies;
b. the cost of the labor required to prepare the copies;
c. any schedule of standard copying charges established by the school

district in its normal course of operations;

d. any special costs necessary to produce such copies from machine-
based record-keeping systems, including but not limited to
computers and microfilm systems; and

e. mailing costs.

2. If 100 or fewer pages of black and white, letter or legal size paper copies

are requested, actual costs shall not be used, and, instead, the charge shall
be no more than 25 cents for each page copied.
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3. The cost of providing copies shall be borne by the parent or eligible
student.
4. The responsible authority, however, may not impose a fee for a copy of an

education record made for a parent or eligible student if doing so would
effectively prevent or, in the case of a student with a disability, impair the
parent or eligible student from exercising their right to inspect or review
the student’s education records.

XV. REQUEST TO AMEND RECORDS; PROCEDURES TO CHALLENGE DATA

A.

Request to Amend Education Records

The parent of a student or an eligible student who believes that information
contained in the education records of the student is inaccurate, misleading, or
violates the privacy rights of the student may request that the school district
amend those records.

l. The request shall be in writing, shall identify the item the requestor
believes to be inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of the privacy or
other rights of the student, shall state the reason for this belief, and shall
specify the correction the requestor wishes the school district to make.
The request shall be signed and dated by the requestor.

2. The school district shall decide whether to amend the education records of
the student in accordance with the request within thirty (30) days after
receiving the request.

3. If the school district decides to refuse to amend the education records of
the student in accordance with the request, it shall inform the parent of the
student or the eligible student of the refusal and advise the parent or
eligible student of the right to a hearing under Subdivision B. of this
seetion Article,

Right to a Hearing

If the school district refuses to amend the education records of a student, the
school district, on request, shall provide an opportunity for a hearing in order to
challenge the content of the student’s education records to ensure that information
in the education records of the student is not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise
in violation of the privacy or other rights of the student. A hearing shall be
conducted in accordance with Subdivision C. of this seetion Article.

1. If, as a result of the hearing, the school district decides that the
information is inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the
privacy or other rights of the student, it shall amend the education records
of the student accordingly and so inform the parent of the student or the
eligible student in writing.
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2, If, as a result of the hearing, the school district decides that the
information is not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the
privacy or other rights of the student, it shall inform the parent or eligible
student of the right to place a statement in the record commenting on the
contested information in the record or stating why he or she disagrees with
the decision of the school district, or both.

3. Any statement placed in the education records of the student under
Subdivision B. of this seetien Article shall:

a. be maintained by the school district as part of the education
records of the student so long as the record or contested portion
thereof is maintained by the school district; and

b. if the education records of the student or the contested portion
thereof is disclosed by the school district to any party, the
explanation shall also be disclosed to that party.

Conduct of Hearing

i, The hearing shall be held within a reasonable period of time after the
school district has received the request, and the parent of the student or the
eligible student shall be given notice of the date, place, and time
reasonably in advance of the hearing.

Z, The hearing may be conducted by any individual, including an official of
the school district who does not have a direct interest in the outcome of the
hearing. The school board attorney shall be in attendance to present the
school board’s position and advise the designated hearing officer on legal
and evidentiary matters.

3. The parent of the student or eligible student shall be afforded a full and
fair opportunity for hearing to present evidence relative to the issues raised
under Subdivisions A. and B. of this seetion Article and may be assisted or
represented by individuals of his or her choice at his or her own expense,
including an attorney.

4. The school district shall make a decision in writing within a reasonable
period of time after the conclusion of the hearing. The decision shall be
based solely on evidence presented at the hearing and shall include a
summary of evidence and reasons for the decision.

Appeal

The final decision of the designated hearing officer may be appealed in
accordance with the applicable provisions of Minnesota Statutes, chapter 14
relating to contested cases.
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XVI. PROBLEMS ACCESSING DATA

A,

The data practices compliance official is the designated employee to whom
persons may direct questions or concerns regarding problems in obtaining access
to data or other data practices problems.

Data practices compliance official means [designate title and actual name of
individual].

Any request by an individual with a disability for reasonable modifications of the
school district’s policies or procedures for purposes of accessing records shall be
made to the data practices compliance official.

XVII. COMPLAINTS FOR NONCOMPLIANCE WITH FERPA

A. Where to File Complaints
Complaints regarding alleged violations of rights accorded parents and eligible
students by FERPA, and the rules promulgated thereunder, shall be submitted in
writing to the U.S. Department of Education, Student Privacy Policy Office, 400
Maryland Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202-8520.

B. Content of Complaint
A complaint filed pursuant to this seetien Article must contain specific allegations
of fact giving reasonable cause to believe that a violation of FERPA and the rules
promulgated thereunder has occurred.

XVIII. WAIVER

A parent or eligible student may waive any of his or her rights provided herein pursuant
to FERPA. A waiver shall not be valid unless in writing and signed by the parent or
eligible student. The school district may not require such a waiver.

XIX. ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS

A.

Contents of Notice

The school district shall give parents of students currently in attendance and
eligible students currently in attendance annual notice by such means as are
reasonably likely to inform the parents and eligible students of the following:

1. That the parent or eligible student has a right to inspect and review the

student’s education records and the procedure for inspecting and
reviewing education records;
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That the parent or eligible student has a right to seek amendment of the
student’s education records to ensure that those records are not inaccurate,
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other
rights and the procedure for requesting amendment of records;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to consent to disclosures of
personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education
records, except to the extent that federal and state law and the regulations
promulgated thereunder authorize disclosure without consent;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to file a complaint with the
U.S. Department of Education regarding an alleged failure by the school
district to comply with the requirements of FERPA and the rules
promulgated thereunder;

The criteria for determining who constitutes a school official and what
constitutes a legitimate educational interest for purposes of disclosing
education records to other school officials whom the school district has
determined to have legitimate educational interests; and

That the school district forwards education records on request to a school
in which a student seeks or intends to enroll or is already enrolled as long
as the disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or
transfer and that such records may include suspension and expulsion
records pursuant to the federal Every Student Succeeds Act and, if
applicable, a student’s history of violent behavior.

Notification to Parents of Students Having a Primary Home Language Other Than

English

The school district shall provide for the need to effectively notify parents of
students identified as having a primary or home language other than English.

Notification to Parents or Eligible Students Who are Disabled

The school district shall provide for the need to effectively notify parents or
eligible students identified as disabled.

DESTRUCTION AND RETENTION OF RECORDS

Destruction and retention of records by the school district shall be controlled by state and
federal law.

COPIES OF POLICY

Copies of this policy may be obtained by parents and eligible students at the
superintendent’s office.
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Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)

Minn. Stat. § 13.32, Subd. 5 (Directory Information)

Minn. Stat. § 13.393 (Attorneys)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 14 (Administrative Procedures Act)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.40-121A.56 (The Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.75 (Receipt of Records; Sharing)

Minn. Stat. § 127A.852 (Military-Connected Youth Identifier)

Minn. Stat. § 144.341-144.347 (Consent of Minors for Health Services)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 256B (Medical Assistance for Needy Persons)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 256L (MinnesotaCare)

Minn. Stat. § 260B.171, Subds. 3 and 5 (Disposition Order and Peace
Officer Records of Children)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260E (Reporting of Maltreatment of Minors)

Minn. Stat. § 363A.42 (Public Records; Accessibility)

Minn. Stat. § 480.40 (Personal Information, Dissemination)

Minn. Stat. § 626.557 (Reporting of Maltreatment of Vulnerable Adults)
Minn. Rules Parts 1205.0100-1205.2000 (Data Practices)

10 US.C. § 503(b) and (c) (Enlistments: Recruiting Campaigns;
Compilation of Directory Information)

18 U.S.C. § 2331 (Definitions)

18 U.S.C. § 2332b (Acts of Terrorism Transcending National Boundaries)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

20 U.S.C. § 7908 (Armed Forces Recruiting Information)

20 U.S.C. § 7917 (Transfer of School Disciplinary Records)

25 U.S.C. § 5304 (Definitions — Tribal Organization)

26 U.S.C. §§ 151 and 152 (Internal Revenue Code)

42 U.S.C. § 1711 et seq. (Child Nutrition Act)

42 U.S.C. § 1751 et seq. (Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act)
34 C.F.R. §§ 99.1-99.67 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy)

34 CF.R. § 300.610-300.627 (Confidentiality of Information)

42 C.F.R. § 2.1 et seq. (Confidentiality of Drug Abuse Patient Records)
Gonzaga University v. Doe, 536 U.S. 273 309 (2002)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 21-008 (December 8, 2021)

U.S. Department of Education: FAQs on Photos and Videos under FERPA
| Protecting Student Privacy (accessed 012926)

U.S. Department of Education: Letter to Wachter Regarding Surveillance
Video of Multiple Students | Protecting Student Privacy (accessed 012926)
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U.S. Department of Education: School Resource Officers, School Law
Enforcement Units, and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA) | Protecting Student Privacy (accessed 012926)

U.S. Department of Education: Protecting Student Privacy While Using
Online Educational Services: Requirements and Best Practices |
Protecting Student Privacy (accessed 012926)

U.S. Department of Education: FERPA/IDEA Crosswalk | Protecting
Student Privacy (accessed 012926)

U.S. Department of Education: What is the Protection of Pupil Rights
Amendment? | Protecting Student Privacy (accessed 012926)

Minnesota Department of Health: The Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) and Immunization Data (including Possible School
Consent Language for Sharing Immunization Data with Registries)
(accessed 012926)
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IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS 530

IL.

I1I.

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to require that all students receive the proper immunizations
as mandated by law to ensure the health and safety of all students.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

All students are required to provide proof of immunization, or appropriate documentation
exempting the student from such immunization, and such other data necessary to ensure
that the student is free from any communicable diseases, as a condition of enrollment.

STUDENT IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS

A.

No student may be enrolled or remain enrolled, on a full-time, part-time, or
shared-time basis, in any elementary or secondary school within the school
district until the student or the student’s parent or guardian has submitted to the
designated school district administrator the required proof of immunization. Prior
to the student’s first date of attendance, the student or the student’s parent or
guardian shall provide to the designated school district administrator one of the
following statements:

L. a statement from a physician, advanced practice registered nurse,
physician assistant, or a public clinic which provides immunizations
(hereinafter “medical statement”), affirming that the student received the
immunizations required by law, consistent with medically acceptable
standards; or

2. a medical statement affirming that the student received the primary
schedule of immunizations required by law and has commenced a
schedule of the remaining required immunizations, indicating the month
and year each immunization was administered, consistent with medically
acceptable standards.

The statement of a parent or guardian of a student or an emancipated student may
be substituted for the medical statement. If such a statement is substituted, this
statement must indicate the month and year each immunization was administered.
Upon request, the designated school district administrator will provide
information to the parent or guardian of a student or an emancipated student of the
dosages required for each vaccine according to the age of the student.

The parent or guardian of persons receiving instruction in a home school shall
submit one of the statements set forth in Seetien Paragraph IIL.A. or I1I.B., above,
or statement of immunization set forth in Seetion Asticle IV., below, to the
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superintendent of the school district by October 1 of the first year of their home
schooling in Minnesota and the grade 7 year.

When there is evidence of the presence of a communicable disease, or when
required by any state or federal agency and/or state or federal law, students and/or
their parents or guardians may be required to submit such other health care data as
is necessary to ensure that the student has received any necessary immunizations
and/or is free of any communicable diseases. No student may be enrolled or
remain enrolled in any elementary or secondary school within the school district
until the student or the student’s parent or guardian has submitted the required
data.

The school district may allow a student transferring into a school a maximum of
thirty (30) days to submit a statement specified in Seetion Paragraph II.A. or
ITL.B., above, or Seetien Article IV., below. Students who do not provide the
appropriate proof of immunization or the required documentation related to an
applicable exemption of the student from the required immunization within the
specified time frames shall be excluded from school until such time as the
appropriate proof of immunizations or exemption documentation has been
provided.

If a person who is not a Minnesota resident enrolls in a school district online
learning course or program that delivers instruction to the person only by
computer and does not provide any teacher or instructor contact time or require
classroom attendance, the person is not subject to the immunization, statement,
and other requirements of this policy.

EXEMPTIONS FROM IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS

Students will be exempt from the foregoing immunization requirements under the
following circumstances:

A.

The parent or guardian of a minor student or an emancipated student submits a
signed medical statement affirming that the immunization of the student is
contraindicated for medical reasons or that laboratory confirmation of the
presence of adequate immunity exists; or

The parent or guardian of a minor student or an emancipated student submits khis
er-her a notarized statement stating the student has not been immunized because
of the conscientiously held beliefs of the parent, guardian or emancipated student.

NOTICE OF IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS

A.

The school district will develop and implement a procedure to:

1. notify parents and students of the immunization and exemption
requirements by use of a form approved by the Minnesota Department of
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Health;

2. notify parents and students of the consequence for failure to provide
required documentation regarding immunizations;

3. review student health records to determine whether the required
information has been provided; and

4. make reasonable arrangements to send a student home when the
immunization requirements have not been met and advise the student
and/or the student’s parent or guardian of the conditions for re-enrollment.

[See Attachments A, B, C, and D.]

B.

The notice provided shall contain written information describing the exemptions
from immunization as permitted by law. The notice shall be in a font size at least
equal to the font size and style as the immunization requirements and on the same
page as the immunization requirements.

IMMUNIZATION RECORDS

A.

The school district will maintain a file containing the immunization records for
each student in attendance at the school district for at least five years after the
student attains the age of majority.

Student immunization records maintained by the school district are generally
considered education records subject to the Family Education Records and
Privacy Act (FERPA). The school district may not disclose personally identifiable
information (PII), including immunization records, without parent or eligible

student consent unless a permissible exception applies. Upenrequest—the-school

The designated school district administrator will assist a student and/or the
student’s parent or guardian in the transfer of the student’s immunization file to
the student’s new school within thirty (30) days of the student’s transfer.

Upon request of a public or private post-secondary educational institution as
defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 135A.14, the designated school district
administrator w4l shall assist in the transfer of the student’s immunization file to
the post-secondary educational institution.

OTHER

Within sixty (60) days of the commencement of each new school term, the school district
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will forward a report to the Minnesota Commissioner of the Department of Education
stating the number of students attending each school in the school district, including the
number of students receiving instruction in a home school, the number of students who
have not been immunized, and the number of students who received an exemption. The
school district also will forward a copy of all exemption statements received by the
school district to the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Health.

Legal References: ~ Minn. Stat. § 13.32 (Educational Data)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.15 (Health Standards; Immunizations; School
Children)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.17 (School Board Responsibilities)
Minn. Stat. § 144.29 (Health Records; Children of School Age)
Minn. Stat. § 144.3351 (Immunization Data)
Minn. Stat. § 144.441 (Tuberculosis Screening in Schools)
Minn. Stat. § 144.442 (Testing in Schools)
Minn. Rules Parts 4604.0100-4604.1020 (Immunization)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational and Privacy Rights Act)
McCarthy v. Ozark Sch. Dist., 359 F.3d 1029 (8" Cir. 2004)
Op. Atty. Gen. 169-W (July 23, 1980)
Op. Atty. Gen. 169-W (Jan. 17, 1968)

Resources: MN Department of Health: School Health Personnel Immunization and
Disease Reporting (accessed 12/15/25)
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615

II.

TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND EXEMPTIONS FOR IEPS,
SECTION 504 PLANS, AND LEP STUDENTS

PURPOSE

The purpose of the policy is to provide adequate opportunity for students identified as having
individualized education program (IEP), Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504
accommodation plan (504 plan), or English Learner (EL) needs to participate in statewide
assessment systems designed to hold schools accountable for the academic performance of all
students.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and Minnesota statutes require that
public school students be assessed annually in reading, mathematics, and science. The
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA), the Minnesota Test of Academic Skills
(MTAS), and Alternate Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (Alt MCA) are the
standards-based accountability assessments used to meet this requirement.

The MCA and MTAS/Alt MCA are criterion-referenced assessments, which means they
measure a snapshot of student learning of a fixed set of criteria: the Minnesota
Academic Standards. The Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards are revised every ten
(10) vyears, according to a schedule determined by the state legislature. When
standards are updated, the statewide assessments are also updated with a new series
to align to the new standards. The new assessments are administered when the new
academic standards are fully implemented.

=

The Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) and the Alternate Minnesota
Comprehensive Assessment (Alt MCA)

1 The Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS) and Alternate Minnesota
Comprehensive Assessment (Alt MCA) are the standards-based accountability
assessments designed for, and limited to, students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities. They are designed to measure student progress toward
Minnesota's academic standards and meet the requirements of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Students who receive special education
services and meet the eligibility criteria may take the MTAS/AIt MCA.

Z In compliance with the transition to new Minnesota academic standards, the
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) is developing alternative
assessments, the Alt MCA, to replace the MTAS, according to the following

schedule:
a. Science Alternate MCA (2024-25 school year);
b. Reading Alternate MCA (2025-26 school year); and
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III. DEFINITIONS

A.

g, Mathematics Alternate MCA (2027-28 school year).

Most Significant Cognitive Disability

B.

This term describes students whose cognitive impairments may prevent them from

attaining grade-level achievement standards, even with the very best instruction. IEP

teams may use the following characteristics to identify if a student has a maost

significant cognitive disability:

1.

The student’s cognitive functioning is significantly below age expectations. The

IEP team can determine that a student may be significantly below the average
cognitive functioning of typically developing peers by

a. a standardized norm-referenced measure of cognitive functioning, or

b. when formal cognitive assessments are inappropriate, invalid or
documented in other ways, other data-based measures may be used
to document functioning significantly below age expectations as
referenced in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

The student’s disability has a significant impact on their ability to function in

multiple environments, including home, school and community,

The student needs explicit and intensive instruction and/or extensive supports

in multiple settings to acquire, maintain and generalize academic and life skills
to actively participate in school, work, home and community environments.

Other key terms are defined in the current MDE Procedures Manual for the Minnesota

Assessments (see Resources).

1V. ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT

A.

Initial Steps

1.

The school district will utilize the existing annual review of 1IEPs or 504 plans to
review, on a case-by-case basis, and determine how a student with a disability
will participate in statewide testing.

The IEP must review the student’s instructional program to ensure that the

student is receiving instruction linked to the general education curriculum to
the extent appropriate. If instruction is not linked to the general education
curriculum, the IEP team must review the student’s goals and determine how

access to the general curriculum will be provided.

The IEP team must first consider the student’s ability to participate in the

MCA, with or without accommodations. The IEP team must document, in the
IEP, the reasons why the MCA is or is not an appropriate measure of the
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student’s academic progress and how the student would patticipate in
statewide testing.

If the IEP team establishes that the MCA is not an appropriate measure of the
student’s knowledge and skills on grade-level content standards, even when
the student is provided allowable and appropriate accommodations, the IEP
team may consider the administration of an alternate assessment.

Participation decisions will be made separately for mathematics, reading, and
science. Participation decisions must be made annually and documented in a
student's IEP.

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Requirements

1.

N

Thefollowing requirements—must-be—met-fFor a student with a significant
cognitive disability to be eligible for an aiternative assessment, the IEP team
must determine that the following are true:

a. the student’s cognitive functioning to be significantly below age
expectations;

b. the student’s disability has a significant impact on theirhis—er—her
ability to function in multiple environments, including home, school,
and community; and

the student needs explicit and intensive instruction and/or extensive
supports in multiple settings to acquire, maintain, and generalize
academic and life skills-in-erder to actively participate in school, work,
home, and community environments.;

(5)——Fhe-1EP-team—must-decument—in-the 1EP;—+easoens-the MEAs
; ; f b bk ie
) " I 1d ol o id
testing:

2

Alternate assessmentMTAS participation decisions must not be made on the
following factors:

a. Student’s disability category_as defined in Minnesota Rules, part
3525.1325-1348;

b, PlacementEducational environment or instructional setting;

53 Participation in a separate, specialized curriculum;

d. An expectation that the student will receive a low score on the MCA;

e. Language, social, cultural, or economic differences;

B Concern for participation rateaccountability calculations_at the district

level.
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ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELs

A.

ACCESS for ELs

I®

o

1.

All English learners in grades K-12 in public schools are required to participate
annually in an English language proficiency assessment. With very few
exceptions, all English learners take the ACCESS for ELs.

Minnesota students identified as English learners (ELs) require an additional
assessment to determine their progress toward English lanqguage proficiency.
These students take the WIDA ACCESS assessment annually. English learners
who receive special education services and meet alternate assessment
participation guidelines may take the WIDA Alternate ACCESS.

The school district will utilize the existing annual review of IEPs or 504 plans to
review, on a case-by-case basis, and determine how an identified EL student
with a disability will participate in statewide testing. Some students with
significant cognitive disabilities may be eligible to take the Alternate ACCESS
for ELLs instead of the ACCESS for ELL,

Eligibility Reguirements

1.

N

The student is identified as_an English learner (EL) and is reported as EL in
student enrollment data submitted in the Minnesota Automated Reporting

Student System (MARSS); in-erder—to—takean—English—tanguage—proficieney

assessment:

The student cannot meaningfully participate in the WIDA ACCESS, even with

allowable accommodations.

The IEP team must document, in the IEP, reasons the MCA is or is not an
appropriate English language proficiency assessment for the student.

Alternate ACCESS participation decisions must not be made on the following factors:

1.

2.

w

I

The student’s disability category alone;

The student’s placement or instructional setting;

The student’s language background, or other social, cultural, or economic
factors;

An expectation that the student will receive a low score on the WIDA ACCESS
for-Eks;_and
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5. A desire to simplify test administration, which may include behavioral concerns
or anticipated emotional distress.
C. kL Students New to the United States

EL students-new to-the United States-will take-all-assessments, includingal-academie

assessments-{math,readingand-scienceas-well-as-the English-anguage Proficieney
Assessment-{ACCESS):
VI. GRANTING AND DOCUMENTING ACCOMMODATIONS, MODIFICATIONS, OR
EXEMPTIONS FOR TESTING
See Chapter 5 of the current “Procedures Manual for the Minnesota Assessments” and
Guidelines for Administration of Accommodations and Linguistic Supports.
VII. RECORDS
All test accommodations, modifications, or exemptions shall be reported to the school district
test administrator. The school district test administrator shall be responsible for keeping a list
of all such test accommodations, modifications, and exemptions for school district audit
purposes. Testing results will be documented and reported.
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,

Instruction, and Student Achievement Goals; Striving for Comprehensive
Achievement and Civic Readiness)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)

Minn,. Stat. § 125A.08 (Individualized Education Programs)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0660 (Academic Standards for Language Arts)

Minn, Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)

Resources: Minnesota Department of Education (MDE): Alternate Assessments (accessed

12/31/25)

MDE: Statewide Assessments Policies and Procedures (accessed 12/31/25)
MDE: Eligibility Requirements and Decision-Making Tool for Minnesota
Alternative Assessment (MTAS/Alternate MCA) (accessed 12/31/25)

MDE: Enalish Learner Education (accessed 1/1/26)

MDE: Minnesota’s Assessments for English Learners (accessed 1/1/26)

WIDA: WIDA Alternate ACCESS Participation Decision Tree (accessed 1/1/26)
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Austin Public Schools
Independent School District 492

ESTABLISHMENT AND ADOPTION OF SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET 701

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect the requirements of Minnesota
Statutes.]

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish lines of authority and procedures for the
establishment of the school district’s revenue and expenditure budgets.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to establish its revenue and expenditure budgets in
accordance with the applicable provisions of law. Budget planning is an integral part of
program planning so that the annual budget will effectively express and implement
school board goals and the priorities of the school district.

ITI. REQUIREMENTS

A. The superintendent or such other school official as designated by the
superintendent or the school board shall each year prepare preliminary revenue
and expenditure budgets for review by the school board or its designated

committee or committees. Fhe-preliminary-budgets-shall-be-accompanied-by-sueh
written-commentary-as-may-be-necessaryfor themto-be-elearlyunderstood-by-the

e , s s i"‘é'l bonl diutador B i Gscal
edueation-program-within-the revenues-projeeted- When projected expenditures
exceed projected revenues, the school board may consider use of an available
fund balance, if one exists.

B. Fhe sehool district nrstapaibadn soparale accotntseto-identfy-revenues and
expendituresfor-each-butlding: Expenditures shall be reported in compliance

with Minnesota Statutes section 123B.76.

C. Prior to July 1 of each year, the school board shall must approve and adopt its
wnitial revenue and expenditure budgets for the next school year. The adepted
expenditure budget document shall so adopted must be eensidered-the-schoel
beard’s an expenditure authorizing or appropriations document autherizationfor
thatsechoolyear. No funds may shall be expended for any purpose in any school
year prior to the adoption of the budget document which authorizes that
expenditure for that year, or prior to the adoption of an amendment to that budget
document by the school board to authorize that expenditure for that year.

D. Each year, the school district shalt must publish its adopted revenue and
expenditure budgets for the current year, the actual revenues, expenditures, and
fund balances for the prior year, and the projected fund balances for the current
year in the form prescribed by the Minnesota Commissioner of Education within
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one week of the acceptance of the final audit by the school board, or November
30, whichever is earlier. A statement shalt must be included in the publication
that the complete budget in detail may be inspected by any resident of the school

district upon request to the superintendent. A-summary-ofthis-information-and
the address of the school district’s effieial website where the iformationeanbe

found-must be published-inu newspaperotgencraleirculatton in-thesehool

distriet: At the same time as this publication, the school district shall publish the
other information required by Minnesota Statutes section 123B.10.

At the public hearing on the adoption of the school district’s proposed property
tax levy, the school board shall review its current budget and the proposed
property taxes payable in the following calendar year.

The school district must also post the materials specified in Paragraph II1.D.
above in a conspicuous place on the school district’s official website, including a
link to the school district’s school report card on the Minnesota Department of
Education’s website, and publish a summary of information and the address of the
school district’s website where the information can be found in a qualified
newspaper of general circulation in the district.

IV.  IMPLEMENTATION

A.

The school board places the responsibility for administering the adopted budget
with the superintendent. The superintendent may delegate duties related thereto
to other school officials, but the superintendent maintains the ultimate
responsibility for this function.

The program-oriented budgeting system will be supported by a program-oriented
accounting structure organized and operated on a fund basis as provided for in
Minnesota statutes through the Uniform Financial Accounting and Reporting
Standards for Minnesota School Districts (UFARS).

The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee is authorized to make
payments of claims or salaries authorized by the adopted or amended budget prior
to school board approval.

Supplies and capital equipment can be ordered prior to budget adoption only by
authority of the school board. If additional personnel are provided in the
proposed budget, actual hiring may not occur until the budget is adopted unless
otherwise approved by the school board. Other funds to be expended in a
subsequent school year may not be encumbered prior to budget adoption unless
specifically approved by the school board.

The school district shall make such reports to the Minnesota Commissioner of
Education as required relating to initial allocations of revenue, reallocations of
revenue, and expenditures of funds.

Legal References: ~ Minn. Stat. § 123B.10 (Publication of Financial Information)
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Minn. Stat. § 123B.76 (Expenditures; Reporting)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.77 (Accounting, Budgeting, and Reporting
Requirements)

Policy Adopted: 11/13/06
Revised Policy Adopted: 04/9/07
Revised Policy Adopted: 02/09/09
Policy Reviewed 4/14/14

Policy Reviewed: 04/08/19

Policy Updated: 05/22/23
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II.

RESPONSIBLE USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish clear and actionable guidelines for the responsible,
ethical, and transparent use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) within the school district. This policy
seeks to support and enhance teaching, learning, and administrative efficiency while upholding
academic integrity, protecting privacy, and ensuring equitable access for all students and staff.

Artificial intelligence (AI) language models can assist with various tasks from teaching and
learning, to writing support, to data analysis. School district staff who have access to Al tools
should understand underlying behaviors and the potential benefits and limitations associated
with use.

The school district recognizes that the use of AI can, when used appropriately, enhance
student learning by improving the efficiency of education, providing new and creative ways to
support learning, and encourage independent research, curiosity, critical thinking, and
problem-solving. The school district also recognizes the limitations and potential for misuse of
Al.

The school district authorizes staff members to utilize and permit students to utilize ethical
and legal use of Al as a supplemental tool to support and expand on classroom instruction,
facilitate personalized learning opportunities, and increase educational and learning
opportunities, in accordance with the terms of this policy.

The school district authorizes staff to utilize AI as a tool in fulfilling their work responsibilities
as consistent with federal and state law and school district policies.

GENERAL STATEMENTS OF POLICY

A. The school district supports use of Al in ways that uphold academic integrity and
foster student critical thinking and original work.

B. The school district supports Al use as an augmentative tool rather than as an
autonomous decision-maker. The school district recognizes that human intelligence
and H-AI-H protocols should drive the educational process, with AI supporting
education and humans remaining accountable for decisions and outcomes

C. The school district supports use of Al to enhance administrative operations and
efficiency.
D. Student and staff use of AI shall be transparent and responsible. Appropriate

attribution shall be provided.

E. The superintendent or designee will implement and regularly review privacy controls
and safety features to protect student, staff, and school district data associated with
approved use of Al.

F. The school district supports and promotes fair access to approved Al tools and will
strive to ensure equitable access for all students and staff.

G. The school district will provide ongoing training and guidance to mitigate the potential
for bias and misinformation and will hold students and staff accountable for the
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I1I.

consequences of Al use.

H. This policy applies to all Al use by students and staff regardless of whether the use
occurs on school district property, at school district events and activities, or off
campus when a nexus to the school district’s educational environment exists. Student
Al use must be consistent with school district policies on use of cell phones, personal
electronic devices, wearable Al devices, and the internet.

L. The school district recognizes that a student’s age may be a key consideration in
determining appropriate Al use. For this reason, the school district establishes the
following guidelines:

1. Kindergarten through Grade 5: only highly restricted, teacher-mediated Al
interactions are permitted. The focus is upon conceptual understanding of Al.

2. Grades 6 through 8: structured introduction to AI tools together with
appropriate guardrails. Critical thinking about AI outputs and digital citizenship
will be addressed.

3. Grades 9 through 12: centers upon broader AI access with accountability
expectations; preparation of students for Al-integrated postsecondary and
workforce environments; advanced Al literacy, including an understanding of
how AI models work.

DEFINITIONS

Definitions of key terms—including Artificial Intelligence (AI), Generative Artificial Intelligence,
closed and publicly available AI tools, confidential data, personally identifiable information
(PII), and school district-approved Al tools—shall be reviewed and updated as needed to
ensure alignment with current technology, legal standards, and school district practices. The
school district will provide accessible explanations and examples to support understanding
among all stakeholders.

Artificial intelligence in a school district is a category of computer-based systems that analyze
data and recognize patterns to support teaching, learning, and administrative operations, for
the purpose of assisting human decision-making, within educational and legal constraints, and
excluding the replacement of professional judgment or human accountability.

A. Agentic Al

Agentic Al involves systems capable of undertaking multistep actions autonomously,
such as web browsing, code execution, interaction with other software, and rendering
sequential decisions, without human intervention at each step.

B. Al Tool Types

1. Student-Facing Al

Used by or with students for instruction, where student information may be
entered.

2. Confidential AI

Used for non-instructional purposes, processing confidential data to generate
new content or recommendations.
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3. Operational Al

Used for generating content based on non-confidential data.
Closed Al Tools
Closed Al tools are private and can be accessed by school district staff only. Sharing
data in a Closed AI Tool is more secure than when using a Publicly Available Al Tool,

though information leaks may still occur.

Confidential Data/Information

Information that the school district is prohibited by law, policy, or contract from
disclosing or that the school district may disclose only in limited circumstances.
Confidential data includes, but is not limited to, personally identifiable information
(PII) about students and employees, student and staff medical information, student
education records, and information about any student's individualized education
program (IEP) or Section 504 plan.

Deep Fake

Any video recording, motion-picture film, sound recording, electronic image, or
photograph, or any technological representation of speech or conduct substantially
derivative thereof:

1. that is so realistic that a reasonable person would believe it depicts speech or
conduct of an individual who did not in fact engage in such speech or conduct;
and

2. the production of which was substantially dependent upon technical means,

rather than the ability of another individual to physically or verbally
impersonate such individual.

Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAl)

Computer-based systems that generate content—such as text, images, audio, or data
analysis—in response to prompts. Generative Al includes large language models
(LLMs) like ChatGPT, as well as tools that generate audio, images, or video.

Generative Al Chatbots

A chatbot with generative AI capabilities that uses large language models (LLMs) and
machine learning to simulate natural, human-like conversations and generate content,
code, or images in real time. Examples include ChatGPT, Claude, Google Gemini, Meta
AI, Microsoft Copilot. It is possible that Al programs, including Generative Al Chatbots,
may “hallucinate” (create information that is not true, misleading, or nonsensical).

Human-AI-Human Model (H-AI-H)

The H-AI-H model establishes a decision-making framework in K-12 education
requiring human judgement at the initiation and human accountability at the
conclusion of Al-assisted processes. The model ensures Al serves as an augmentative
tool rather than an autonomous decision-maker.

Personally Identifiable Information (PII)
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IV.

Information that can be used to distinguish or trace an individual’s identity, either
directly or indirectly through linkages with other information.

PII includes, but is not limited to:

1. The student's name;

2. The name of the student's parent or other family members;

3. The address of the student or student's family;

4. A personal identifier, such as the student's social security number, student

number, or biometric record;

5. Other indirect identifiers, such as the student's date of birth, place of birth,
and mother's maiden name;

6. Other information that, alone or in combination, is linked or linkable to a
specific student that would allow a reasonable person in the school
community, who does not have personal knowledge of the relevant
circumstances, to identify the student with reasonable certainty; or

7. Information requested by a person who the educational agency or
institution reasonably believes knows the identity of the student to whom the
education record relates.

Publicly Available Al Tools

Publicly available Al tools are generally accessible for public use and the public can
access the information that the tools provide.

School District-Approved Al Tool

Any Al platform or application that has been reviewed and authorized by the school
district’'s AI Committee. A school district teacher or staff member may request that an
Al platform or application be reviewed and authorized.

[Note: See Article VI. below on the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Committee.
Schools should consider how to handle teacher and staff use of AI tools that
precedes the AI Committee’s creation of a school district-approved AI Tool
list. It is possible that some pre-existing AI tools will not be permitted.]

Synthetic Media

Digital content in a media format (including text, images, video, and audio) created in
part or wholly through use of Al

Voice Cloning

The use of Al to create a digital replica of another person’s voice through the use of
recorded audio samples.

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO AI TECHNOLOGY

The school district is committed to ensuring that all students and staff have fair and equitable
access to Al technology and related resources. To fulfill this commitment, the school district

625-4



A. Provision of Resources
Provide necessary devices, internet connectivity, and assistive technologies to
students and staff who need them. School district administration will conduct regular
reviews to ensure resources remain sufficient and accessible.

B. Assessment and Barrier Reduction
Regularly assess and address barriers to access, including those related to
socioeconomic status, disability, language, and geographic location. The school district
will implement strategies to eliminate identified barriers.

C. Training
Provide ongoing training for staff and students covering technical skills and ethical
considerations, including recognizing and mitigating bias in Al systems and outputs,
privacy, and responsible and appropriate use of school district-approved Al.

D. Community Engagement
Engage students, families, and community members in ongoing evaluation of equitable
access and the effectiveness of AI implementation. Feedback will be sought regularly
to inform improvements.

E. Corrective Action
To ensure equitable access to Al technology, the school district will regularly evaluate
whether students and staff have fair and meaningful opportunities to use approved Al
tools for learning and work. If disparities in access, participation, or outcomes are
identified—such as those related to socioeconomic status, disability, language, or
infrastructure—the school district will take timely corrective action. Corrective actions
may include reallocating resources, providing targeted training or supports, adjusting
implementation practices, or updating policies and procedures. The school district will
communicate actions taken and monitor their effectiveness to ensure that Al
implementation advances educational equity and does not reinforce existing gaps.

F. Policy Review and Revision
Review and update this policy and its implementation as needed to adapt to evolving
technologies, community needs, and feedback from stakeholders.

V. CURRICULUM INTEGRATION AND AI LITERACY
A. The superintendent will work with school district staff to establish instructional

protocols and criteria consistent with the H-AI-H model that:
1. identify teacher Al use to assess student work;

2. restrict Al use in student disciplinary matters, student placement decisions,
behavioral assessments, or similar matters;

3. require transparency when Al use is part of a decision about a student;

4. establish the right to request a review of the human decision-making in a
consequential Al-influenced decision affecting the student; and
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VI.

5. articulate the school district’s rules regarding Al-assisted surveillance or
behavioral monitoring tool.

Any use of AI in the classroom or on class assignments must align with the teachers’
instructions and use expectations. Teachers will provide direction when students are
authorized to use Al in an assignment. Teachers will direct student use of AI, ensuring
that it aligns with the school district guidelines and policies, and the AI Committees
plan and procedures, including the school district’s approved Al tools.

B. Use of AI must comply with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA),
the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), and other federal and state laws.

C. Students will indicate Al use on assignments as required by the teacher and the
assignment.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) COMMITTEE

The superintendent shall appoint an AI Committee—including teachers, staff, students,
parents, and community members—to guide school district AI objectives. The committee will
develop, implement, and annually review procedures for Al use, ensuring alignment with
school district policies, classroom requirements, and legal standards. The committee will solicit
stakeholder feedback and recommend updates to procedures and approved Al tools as
technologies and needs change.

[Note: Some school districts may not have sufficient staff or other resources needed
to create an AI Committee. Schools may establish a relationship with a local or
regional organization (such as a service cooperative) or a third-party vendor,
collaborate with other school districts, and utilize resources (such as those created
by the Minnesota Generative AI Alliance for Education) to fulfill some or all of the AI
Committee responsibilities.]

A. Committee Appointment and Structure

The school board directs the superintendent to appoint teachers, school staff,
students, parents, and community members who have relevant experience regarding
Al to a committee to guide the school district’s Al objectives. The superintendent will
determine the size, structure, and term for the AI Committee.

B. Al Use Plan

The AI Committee shall develop and recommend to the school board for its approval a
school district AI Use Plan to establish district-wide direction and a road map for Al
use that aligns with the school district’s mission, strategic plan, and financial and other
resources. The Al Use Plan should respond to these conditions, among others

1. The purpose of the AI Use Plan is to protect the safety and security of
students, employees, and the school district while allowing for appropriate
educational and productive enhancements enabled by Al

2. The AI Use Plan must prioritize the security of student, employee, and school
district data.

3. The Al Use Plan must direct careful and informed consideration of the privacy
policies of any products and services considered for use in the school district,
including any relevant changes to the policies.

C. School District AI Procedures
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The school board directs the AI Committee to recommend to the school board for its
approval procedures for staff and students concerning the use of Al that:

1. Prohibit AI use inconsistent with school district policies and procedures,
classroom instructions and requirements, or federal or Minnesota law;

2. Prohibit AI use inconsistent with expectations for staff and student conduct,
including those involving discrimination, harassment or hazing, and bullying;

3. Prohibit AI input of confidential staff and student data;

4. Comply with the H-AI-H model for consequential actions involving AI use;

5. Promote Al literacy;

6. Require transparency and accountability regarding disclosure of use of Al;

7. Require school administration vetting of AI prior to recommending use by staff

and students;

8. Identify AI approved tools for student and staff use and provide guidelines for
seeking approval of new AI;

9. Ensure that AI generated material can be retained in accordance with the
school district’s Records Retention schedule, as set forth in Article X. below;

10. Clarify that staff and students are responsible for all reasonably foreseeable
negative consequences of use of Al;

11. Provide guidance on handling incidents in which Al-generated images, audio,
video, or text involving minors are created or distributed;

12. Provide guidance to school district counselors and other staff on recognizing
and addressing a student’s

a. unhealthy AI dependency;
b. parasocial and emotional relationships with Al chatbots;
C. overreliance on AI for emotional support, decision-making, or social

interaction; and

d. similar Al-related mental health impacts and conditions.
13. Address agentic Al and autonomous Al actions; and
14. Establish an Al structured incident response plan as required under Article XII.

Al Coordinator

The superintendent will designate at least one school district AI Coordinator to monitor
advancements, risks, and best practices in the field of Al persons. The AI Coordinator
will also serve as a professional resource and advisor for the school district on these
topics. The AI Coordinator may consult with experts or others outside the school
district, but may share critical or confidential data only under appropriate
confidentiality or nondisclosure agreements.
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VII.

[NOTE: School districts may choose whether to require an AI Coordinator. An
AI Coordinator may be especially important if the school district is unable to
create an AI Committee, as noted above. School districts may choose to have
the superintendent or the superintendent’'s designee assume these
responsibilities.]

Selection and implementation of student-facing AI resources and use is part of the
school district's curriculum development and instructional materials selection process.
The AI Coordinator will direct implementation of the AI Use Plan for student-facing Al
to provide guidance to professionals making these selections. The AI Coordinator may
also serve as an advisor and resource throughout the selection process, particularly
when new products and services are considered.

The AI Coordinator will ensure that the AI Use Plan supports acceptable AI tool
selection and use in the school district and will be updated as new issues emerge.

STUDENT USE GUIDELINES

Students may use school district-approved Al tools for educational purposes only as directed
by teachers and in compliance with assignment guidelines. All Al-generated content must be
verified and properly cited. Students are prohibited from inputting personal, confidential, or
sensitive information into Al tools, whether such information is about themselves or others.
The AI Committee will provide regular training on safe, ethical, and effective Al use, and will
review and update guidelines annually. Violations will be addressed according to the Student
Discipline Policy, with corrective action and support provided as needed.

A.

Permitted Student Uses of Al

When authorized by the teacher, students may use school district-approved Al tools

for:
1. Exploring and explaining academic concepts
2. Brainstorming ideas and seeking guidance on research directions
3. Receiving feedback on drafts or assignments
4. All use must comply with teacher instructions and assignment guidelines.

Verification and Academic Integrity

1. Students must verify Al-generated information using reliable sources such
as textbooks, scientific papers, or reputable educational websites.

2. Any content generated or significantly assisted by Al must be transparent and
cited as required by the teacher and the assignment.

3. Submitting AI-generated content or content significantly assisted by Al as
original work without attribution is prohibited.

Privacy and Data Protection

Students must not upload or input personal, confidential, proprietary, or sensitive
information into any AI tool. Examples include but are not limited to:

1. Passwords
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2. Names, likenesses, or Social Security humbers

3. Credit card or bank account numbers

4. Information from non-public school district documents

5. Details from IEPs, Section 504 plans, or medical records
D. Prohibited Student Uses of Al

Students may not use Al tools to:

1. Create, access, or display harmful, threatening, obscene, disruptive, or
sexually explicit material;

2. Engage in harassment, discrimination, bullying, or disparagement of others
based on race, ethnicity, national origin, sex, gender, sexual orientation, age,
disability, religion, or political beliefs;

3. Violate any school district policy, classroom rule, or applicable law; or

4. Utilize Al to create deep fakes, synthetic media, voice cloning, or similar
content. Staff may not create synthetic images, audio, video, or texts
concerning another individual without the individual’s explicit and legally

permissible consent.

E. Reporting and Support

Students should report concerns about Al misuse or unsafe practices to the teacher or
principal.

F. Consequences for Misuse

Student violations of this policy will be addressed by teachers and school staff.
Disciplinary action may be taken as outlined in the school district’s Student Discipline
Policy. Violation may result in loss of Al privileges and/or further disciplinary or legal
action, as appropriate.

VIII. STAFF USE GUIDELINES

Staff may use school district-approved Al tools to enhance educational experiences, provided
all use complies with applicable laws and school district policies. Staff must not input
confidential, proprietary, or sensitive information into Al tools. Staff are responsible for
guiding and supervising student use, setting clear expectations, and ensuring proper
attribution. The school district will provide ongoing training and support and will review staff
guidelines regularly. Violations may result in disciplinary action as outlined in school district

policy.

A. Staff Use of Al for Educational Purposes

1. Staff may consult AI for ideas, outlines, and other methods to enhance
students’ educational experience, such as supplementing lesson plans,
providing differentiated or personalized instruction, and aiding in curriculum
development.
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Staff should guide students in AI use, including creation of clear
expectations for AI tool use, attribution guidance, fact-checking, and
proofreading.

Staff should carefully evaluate the appropriateness of Al for educational
purposes on a case-by-case basis, considering their appropriateness for
each educational context, accuracy, reliability, and alignment with
curriculum standards.

Staff should implement the H-AI-H model for Al use involving students;

Staff must supervise student use of AI to ensure it is being used
appropriately and constructively in the learning process.

Teachers who suspect plagiarism or use of Al that violates school district
policy should first have a conversation with a student to ensure that they
understand expectations for acceptable use.

Teachers should consult with school administration to determine
appropriate steps to investigate possible violation of this policy.

An Al detection tool may have high false-positive rates and may
disproportionately flag multilingual speakers or students with specific and
unique writing styles. An Al detection tool must be independently validated
before a school district staff member uses the tool. Al detection tools will
not be the sole basis of information relied upon in an investigation when it
is suspected that a student has violated this policy or its related rules or
procedures.

Staff Use for Work Responsibilities

Privacy

The school district supports AI use by school staff to assist with work
responsibilities, improve efficiency, and support students and their families,
staff, and the school district. These uses include, but are not limited to,
document assistance, research support, administrative tasks, data analysis,
and automation.

School district staff use of AI to fulfill work responsibilities must be
consistent with this policy and other school district policies, procedures, and
rules.

School district staff shall implement the H-AI-H model and maintain human
oversight and professional responsibility for all work, including work in
which Al tools have been utilized.

and Data Protection

Staff must ensure that their use of any AI tool complies with applicable
laws, including those governing data and student privacy, and school
district policies, including, without limitation, those regarding student
information.

Staff should not upload or input any confidential data, private data,
proprietary information, personally identifiable information, or sensitive
information, including any such school district or student information into
any Al tool. Examples include passwords, personal information such as
names, likeness, Social Security numbers, credit card or bank account
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IX.

numbers and other credentials, personnel material, information from non-
public school district documents, including those identified as or understood
to be confidential or sensitive (based on their nature or context) or any
other non-public school district information that might be harmful to the
school district if disclosed.

D. Prohibited Staff Uses of Al

Staff may not use Al tools to:

1. Create, access, or display harmful, threatening, obscene, disruptive, or
sexually explicit material;

2. Engage in harassment, discrimination, bullying, or disparagement of others
based on race, ethnicity, national origin, sex, gender, sexual orientation, age,
disability, religion, or political beliefs;

3. Violate any school district policy, classroom rule, or applicable law; or

4. Utilize Al to create deep fakes, synthetic media, voice cloning, or similar
content. Staff may not create synthetic images, audio, video, or texts
concerning another individual without the individual’s explicit and legally
permissible consent.

E. Discipline

Staff who violate this policy may be subject to discipline, including termination, as set
forth in the Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School District Employees policy.

DATA AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

All data use involving AI must comply with applicable state and federal laws, school district
regulations, and acceptable use policies. The school district will train staff and students on
data stewardship, privacy, and legal compliance, and will update procedures as laws and
technologies evolve. Data privacy safeguards will be reviewed annually, and any changes to Al
products or services will be carefully evaluated for impact on data security.

All data use must comply with all state and federal laws and school district regulations and
requirements, including the school district's acceptable use and data policies. All school district
users must ensure that all Al interactions comply with state and federal laws, especially
regarding student data under FERPA, IDEA, CIPA, and COPPA.

Although AI products may claim to have some privacy safeguards in place, users should

assume that all consumer Al products make data publicly available unless otherwise indicated

pursuant to explicit official agreement with the school district.

AI VENDOR AGREEMENTS AND LICENSING

A. Al technologies procured by the school district must include clear intellectual property
rights provisions. Vendors must provide bias testing disclosure, documentation, and

incident reporting procedures.

B. School district administration and the AI Committee shall work with legal counsel to
develop an Al technologies vendor evaluation, procurement, and licensing process.

C. Evaluation criteria shall include data handling, model transparency, bias auditing,
accessibility compliance, FERPA/COPPA compliance, and data residency.
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Educational technology vendors must identify AI technology components embedded in
the educational technology supplied to the school district.

Al technologies supplied to the school district must comply with the school district’s
policies and procedures, including this policy and the procedures developed by the Al
Committee and approved by the school board.

A contractual agreement between the school district and an AI vendor must
1. establish the ownership of content created through use of the vendor’s Al

technology services. Vendor terms of service that assert broad vendor rights
to user-generated content are prohibited for school district use;

2. address data processing;

3. prohibit use of student data for model training;

4. establish data deletion rights;

5. provide vendor risk tiers aligned with this policy’s Al tool types and categories;
6. include interoperability requirements that prevent vendor lock-in;

7. address the ramifications if the vendor changes terms of service, is acquired

by another entity, or discontinues operation; and
8. set forth breach notification requirements
Users of AI technologies provided by the school district must comply with vendor
terms of service and licensing agreements. Violation of an AI technology service

agreement may result in the user’s loss of access and disciplinary action.

The AI Committee will review Article X. as part of the AI Committee’s regular review
and update of school district-approved Al technologies, plan, and procedures.

XI. AI AND RECORDS RETENTION

A.

A document created, received, or maintained through an Al system may constitute a
school district record.

Al-generated or Al-assisted data shall be treated as a school district record when the
data:

1. documents a school district action, policy, or operation; or
2. is relied upon when making an educational, administrative, or financial
decision;

Records described in Paragraph B. above shall be retained pursuant to the school
district’s Records Retention schedule.

XII. REPORTING AI-RELATED CONCERNS, MISUSE, AND INCIDENTS

A.

Staff and students should contact the building principal or the principal’s designee if
concerns regarding safe and effective use of Al arise or if they suspect Al misuse that
violates school district policies, procedures, or applicable laws.
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XIII.

XIV.

XV.

B. The AI Committee will develop an Al structured incident response plan that includes
response protocols for Al-generated CSAM or intimate imagery, data breach through
use of an Al tool, Al-facilitated cheating at scale, deep fakes, student welfare
concerns, and related matters. The AI structured incident response plan will also
establish:

1. notification protocols that include parents, law enforcement, and state or
federal agencies as appropriate;

2. clear escalation paths that identify the school district staff responsible for each
escalation level;

3. procedures for preserving incident documentation and evidence;

4. a post-incident review process.
TRAINING OF SCHOOL DISTRICT STAFF, TEACHERS, AND STUDENTS
The school district will train all school district staff, teachers, and students on the
requirements of this policy, Al procedures and plans, and other school district policies
regarding data management and privacy, acceptable uses of Al, and Al prohibitions.

NOTICE

The school district will inform students, parents, and guardians about AI use in the school
district, including any significant changes to the AI Use Plan.

REVIEW

The school district’s administration will regularly review use of Al and recommend safety,
privacy, student and staff needs, and other relevant updates to the school board.

The AI Committee and the superintendent or designee, with input from students and
appropriate staff, shall regularly review and update procedures to enhance the safety and
security of students using Al and to help ensure that the school district adapts to changing
technologies and circumstances.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 13.03 (Access to Government Data)

Minn. Stat. § 13.05 (Duties of Responsible Authority)

Minn. Stat. § 13.32 (Educational Data)

Minn. Stat. § 604.32 (Cause of Action for Nonconsensual Dissemination of a
Deep Fake Depicting Intimate Parts or Sexual Acts)

Minn. Stat. § 609.771 (Use of Deep Fake Technology to Influence Election)
Minn. Stat. § 617.262 (Nonconsensual Dissemination of a Deep Fake Depicting
Intimate Parts or Sexual Acts)

15 U.S.C. §§ 6501-6506 (Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act)

18 U.S.C. §§ 2510-2523 (Electronic Communications Privacy Act)

18 U.S.C. §§ 2701-2713 (Stored Communications Act)

20 U.S.C. § 1232g (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)

20 U.S.C. § 1232h (Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment)

20 U.S.C. §§ 1400-1419 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)

29 U.S.C. § 701 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973)

42 U.S.C. § 2000e et seq. (Title VII of the Civil Rights Act)

42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)

34 C.F.R. Part 99 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
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Cross References:

Resources:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406: Public and Private Personnel Data

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 409: Employee Publications, Instructional Materials,
Inventions, and Creations

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506: Student Discipline (Forms Attached)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514: Bullying Prohibition Policy

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515: Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records (Form
Attached)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524: Internet, Technology, and Cell Phone
Acceptable Use and Safety Policy (Form Attached)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524.5: Personal Electronic Communication Devices
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601: School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603: Curriculum Development

U.S. Department of Education: Artificial Intelligence and the Future of
Teaching and Learning (accessed 11/03/25)

U.S. Department of Education: Artificial Intelligence (AI) Guidance

Minnesota Department of Education: Artificial Intelligence in Education
(accessed 11/03/25)

Minnesota IT Services: Transparent Artificial Intelligence Governance Alliance
(accessed 02/24/26)

MNGAIA AI4MN: Centering Relationships, Empowering Learners: AI that
Elevates Human Work (accessed 02/16/26)

Consortium for School Networking (CoSN): Artificial Intelligence (accessed
12/12/25)

Digital Promise: Artificial Intelligence in Education (accessed 12/12/25)
International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE): Artificial Intelligence
in Education (accessed 12/12/25)

National AI Literacy Day: Al Literacy Day Resources (accessed 12/12/25)
National Center on Education and the Economy (NCEE): Framework for AI-
Powered Learning Environments (accessed 11/03/25)

PIPO-AASA: A District Guide to Data Minimization in the Age of Al (accessed
11/14/25)

Public Interest Privacy Center: From Data Privacy to Discrimination: Examining
the Legal Ramifications of Al in Schools (April 2024) (accessed 12/12/25)
TeachAl: Al Guidance for Schools Toolkit (accessed 11/03/25)
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https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/ai-report/ai-report.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/ai-report/ai-report.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/about/ed-overview/artificial-intelligence-ai-guidance
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/tech/AI/AIEd/
https://mn.gov/mnit/taiga/
https://www.ai4mn.org/
https://www.ai4mn.org/
https://www.cosn.org/ai/
https://digitalpromise.org/initiative/artificial-intelligence-in-education/
https://iste.org/ai
https://iste.org/ai
https://www.ailiteracyday.org/
https://ncee.org/framework-for-ai-powered-learning-environments/
https://ncee.org/framework-for-ai-powered-learning-environments/
https://publicinterestprivacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/PIPC-AASA-Data-Minimization-Resource.pdf
https://publicinterestprivacy.org/ai-laws/
https://publicinterestprivacy.org/ai-laws/
https://www.teachai.org/toolkit
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