Bloomfield Public Schools |Raising the Bar is Taking us Far

BLOOMFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION - BOARD OF EDUCATION CURRICULUM
COMMITTEE MEETING

Board of Education Curriculum Committee Meeting AT Tuesday, March 24, 2026

Bloomfield Board of Education 1133 Blue Hills Avenue Board Room, 1133 Blue Hills Avenue ,
Bloomfield, CT 06002

1. Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order
T. Mack-Mohammed

2. Consent Agenda

A. Approval of Minutes - Special Curriculum Committee Meeting - February 3, 2
2026
T. Mack-Mohammed

3. New Business

A. Review of the District's Safe School Climate Work 4
T. Youngberg

B. Curriculum Map Deep Dive 12
L. Lamenzo and N. Jones

4. Adjournment
T. Mack-Mohammed



| Bloomfield Public Schools

Board of Education — Curriculum Committee Special Meeting
Tuesday, February 3, 2026, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.

Bloomfield Board of Education, Board Room

1133 Blue Hills Avenue

Bloomfield, CT 06002

ATTENDANCE: T. Mack-Mohammed, Chair Present

H. Frydman Absent
F. Bogle-Assegai Absent
K. Dunbar, Alternate Present
ALSO PRESENT: L. Easmon C. Jones T. Mack-Mohammed
T. Youngberg D. Greco L. Lamenzo
G. Martinez N. Jones

1. Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order
T. Mack-Mohammed called the meeting to order at 6:27 p.m. The roll was called and a
quorum was present.

2. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes — Curriculum Committee Meeting — September 30, 2025
A motion was made by K. Dunbar and seconded by T. Mack-Mohammed for the
Curriculum Committee to approve the minutes from September 30, 2025 meeting, as
presented.

T. Mack-Mohammed Aye
K. Dunbar Aye

The motion was passed unanimously 2-0-0.

3. New Business
A. NEASC

Jesse White, Principal of Bloomfield High School shared a progress report of Bloomfield
High School’s upcoming decennial visit from the New England Association of Schools
and Colleges (NEASC). Schools are evaluated on five standards: learning culture, student
learning, professional practices, learning support and learning resources. The timeline
was provided to the committee and noted the process will start in the spring of 2026 and
the visit will happen in the fall of 2029. It is a 3-day visit to the high school and will
consist of 6-8 people, all educators from other districts.

The committee noted keeping the Board updated on the timeline will be helpful. Mr
White noted communication will continue to be shared with the Board, staff, and
families.

It was inquired if staff are prepared for the visit. Mr. White noted some staff have

participated in other NEASC visits and they have been included in the planning process.

Page 1 of 2
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| Bloomfield Public Schools

B. Creating a Shared Understanding of Tier I and Intentional Lesson Planning

Lisa Lamenzo, Executive Director of Teaching, Learning, and Leadership and Nicole
Jones, District Teaching and Learning Specialist shared an overview of Tier I instruction
and intentional lesson planning. She noted this is part of building a district Multi-Tiered
System of Supports (MTSS). The work began in the spring of 2025. Through this work,
all students should have:

e access to grade-level standards,

e deeply engaging learning experiences,

e strong instruction, and

e teachers with high expectations.

Ms. Lamenzo reviewed the technical challenges of building skills and knowledge through
professional development and the adaptive challenges which requires changing mindsets
and past practices.

The committee inquired about accountability and how they are able to quantify data.
Focus walks, benchmark data and standardized testing were discussed.

4. Adjournment
At 7:08 p.m., a motion was made by K. Dunbar and seconded by T. Mack-Mohammed to

adjourn.

The motion passed unanimously 2-0-0.

T. Mack-Mohammed, Chair
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Bloomfield Public Schools
2025-2026

District Safe School Climate Plan Update

Board of Education
Curriculum Committee

March 24, 2026

Dr. Tracy Youngberg, Superintendent of Schools

“Building Our Legacy One Student At A Time”



District Safe School Climate Plan, 2025-2028

Bloomfield Public Schools recognizes that a safe and productive school climate is
necessary for our students to meet academic and social/emotional goals, for our
staff members to maximize their impact and for our families to feel like partners
in their child’s educational journey. We are working to develop school climates
that ensure physical, emotional and intellectual safety for all members of the
learning community.

Intellectual Physical
Safety Safety

Emotional Safety




Bloomfield Public Schools
2025-2026

CSDE/Legislative Checklist (Public Act 23-167 ):

>

>

>

BPS Adopted #5131.911 on 11/12/24 (/)
BPS Adopted Restorative Practices Policy 5144.12 on 6/3/25 @
Superintendent-School Climate Coordinator @

Each school currently has a Climate Specialist (Stipends 25-26) @

V)

Q.

Restorative Practices-Responsive Classroom Training K-8 & Soft Launch
School Level Climate Committees @

Climate Survey biennially (Students, Staff & Families)

Develop School Based Climate Improvement Plans

-All schools have participated in a reflective exercise to begin the process of identifying their climate strengths
and next steps

“Building Our Legacy One Student At A Time”




Bloomfield Public Schools
2025-2026

Ways We Gather Climate & Safety Data

Monthly PTO Phone Calls,
Meetings Emails & Social
Monthly Staff & Media Posts
R District Parent Monthly Discipline
& Advisory meetings w/ Referrals, ISS,

25-26

BEA Blitz

Student

Climate Survey Support

Services Needs HR Visits

Assessment

Information

Leadership Council Bargaining 0SS & Practice Drills

: Units Expulsion Data i
ectings lf (¢-6xper yar) : S

Community Shelter in
Forums Place)

School Facilities
Work Orders

“Building Our Legacy One Student At A Time”




Bloomfield Public Schools
2025-2026

Sample Slide from our Monthly School Climate & Safety Meetings:

School Check Ins (Physical & Emotional Safety):

» WECMS

Where is your school in terms of developing a school based
» Laurel Climate Committee, or at least a monthly opportunity for
> Metacomet staff to provide feedback?
» CAIS How often are you and/or the building principal reviewing
> CAMS discipline and attendance data with staff?
» GEMS

What impact, if any, would you say the soft launch of

» BHS Responsive Classroom (K-8) had on your school? How can it

be improved?

“Building Our Legacy One Student At A Time”



Bloomfield Public Schools
2025-2026

Safe Schools Climate Roundtable March 17t:
e Multiple Alliance districts participated

e Effective PD structure

 Bloomfield team represented well

Positives noted on the impact of the Dean positions

Positives noted on the soft launch of Responsive Classroom, K-8
Restorative philosophy aligned to legislation

Consistent structures & language

Developmentally appropriate responses (Yardsticks)

VVYVY *

Strengths noted in all Bloomfield schools
Clear examples of inconsistencies across schools

A\

Our Next Steps:

District Safe Schools Plan presentation to the Board May, 2026

School Based Plans tied to SIP’s in 26-27

Nicole Jones will facilitate a mini PD structure for Social Workers, School Pscyhs, School Counselors & Deans
Consistency across our tiered response to social emotional development/needs

Clearly defined pathways/flight plans related to SEL and adaptive skills experiences, Pre K-12

Consistency in terms of Crisis Team response and support

MTSS clarity

VVVYVYVYY




Bloomfield Public Schools
2025-2026

Timeline to Complete the Requirements:

* Draft plan to be presented to this District Committee on April 1%
* Board Committee presentation April 28t
 Board Meeting presentation & vote in May

 Merge the School Climate Plans with our School Improvement Plans (Summer,
2026)

* Fall 2026 Surveys (Students, Staff & Families); Add any relevant data to SIP

“Building Our Legacy One Student At A Time”




Bloomfield Public Schools
2025-2026

Resources:

School Climate Improvement Template & Rubric:

https://wp.cga.ct.gov/cwcseo/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/School-Climate-Improvement-Plan-Template.pdf

CSDE School Climate Guidance:

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/school-climate/connecticut-school-climate-guidance-2025.pdf

Example of School Climate Improvement Plan (Mansfield Middle School):

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tIGdaifyQ2ZLOLXxFB2wwC8CiOhuyTargFmV-wzL5hVA/edit?usp=sharing

District Safe School Climate Plan (Guilford Public Schools):

https://www.guilfordps.org/ourpages/auto/2023/10/6/49213088/GPS%20%20Safe School Climate Plan 10 2
023.pdf?rnd=1696616395112

Farmington Public Schools (Safe School Climate Website Page):

https://fpsct.org/ about/safe-school-climate/

“Building Our Legacy One Student At A Time”



https://wp.cga.ct.gov/cwcseo/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/School-Climate-Improvement-Plan-Template.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/school-climate/connecticut-school-climate-guidance-2025.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tIGdaifyQ2ZLOLxFB2wwC8CiOhuyTargFmV-wzL5hVA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.guilfordps.org/ourpages/auto/2023/10/6/49213088/GPS%20%20Safe_School_Climate_Plan_10_2023.pdf?rnd=1696616395112
https://fpsct.org/about/safe-school-climate/

Unit Title Pacing Essential Questions
Unit 1: Suggest | e How do authors use
“Through ed techniques in short
Different Eyes”: | Pacing: stories to develop
Character, 6 complex themes?
Short Stories, weeks— | e How can different
& Inform- Labor points of view and
ative Writing Day characterization lead
(early to multiple
Sep.) to interpretations of a
Indigeno story?
us e How can we refine our
Peoples’ informative writing to
Day convey complex ideas
(mid in a clear, structured,
Oct.) and engaging way?

Bloomfield Public Schools
Grade Level: 8
Content: English Language Arts

o W.8.2: Write

informative/
explanatory texts to
examine a topic and
convey ideas,
concepts, and
information through
the selection,
organization, and
analysis of relevant
content.

e RL.8.6: Analyze how
differences in the
points of view of the
characters and the
audience or reader
(e.g., created through
the use of dramatic
irony) create such
effects as suspense or
humor.

previewing what is to
follow; organize ideas,
concepts, and
information into
broader categories;
include formatting
(e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., charts,
tables), and
multimedia when
useful to aiding
comprehension.

e W.8.2.C: Use
appropriate and varied
transitions to create
cohesion and clarify
the relationships
among ideas and
concepts.

texts (W.8.2)

word informative

Supporting Standards Key Skills Assessments Resources
e W.8.2.A: Introduce a e Write Summative Suggested Anchor
topic clearly, informative Assessment: 750- | Text: “Button

Button” by Richard

e Analyze point
of view
(RL.8.6)

e Analyze
characterizatio
n (RL.8.3)

e Use
information to
develop a
topic (W.8.2.B)

e Comprehend
short stories
(RL.8.10)

€ssay

Formative

Assessments:
Characterization
terms
assignment
Character
analysis
Text-dependent
comprehension
questions
Point-of-view
definitions
assignment
Group
discussions
Socratic
seminar(s)

Matheson OR any
grade-8 text from
the “Short Stories”
section of this list

Suggested
Supplemental Texts
& Resources: this
List



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/c/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JinkLeQ0rrj-E2KfDLYPlerGNiNjSbPte6p3rzD_-lA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JinkLeQ0rrj-E2KfDLYPlerGNiNjSbPte6p3rzD_-lA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JinkLeQ0rrj-E2KfDLYPlerGNiNjSbPte6p3rzD_-lA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nFNJhlGr6txvzAhALOKCtBnIOWDK--7J/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nFNJhlGr6txvzAhALOKCtBnIOWDK--7J/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco

e RL.8.3: Analyze how
particular lines of
dialogue or incidents
in a story or drama
propel the action,
reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a
decision.

e \W.8.2.B: Develop the
topic with relevant,
well-chosen facts,
definitions, concrete
details, quotations, or
other information and
examples.

e W.8.2.D: Use precise
language and domain-
specific vocabulary to
inform about or
explain the topic.

e W.8.2.E: Establish and
maintain a formal
style.

e W.8.2.F: Provide a
concluding statement
or section that follows
from and supports the
information or

explanation presented.

e | .8.1: Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English
grammar and usage
when writing or
speaking.

e | .8.2: Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English
capitalization,
punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

e W.8.5: With some
guidance and support
from peers and adults,
develop and
strengthen writing as
needed by planning,
revising, editing,

Daily writing
routines (Do
Now, Journals,
Closures)
Short story
vocabulary
assignment
IXL grammar
skills
Transitional
phrases
assignment
Thesis
statement
Essay outline in
MLA format
Introduction
paragraph
Body
paragraphs
Conclusion
paragraph
Rough draft
Essay self-
evaluation
checklist
Peer review



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/d/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/e/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/2/f/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/

Unit Title Pacing Essential Questions
Unit 2: Suggest | e How can analyzing an
“Face the ed author’s purpose and
Facts™ Pacing: use of evidence help
Nonfiction, 7 us evaluate the
Memoirs, & weeks— effectiveness of an
Collabo- rative | Indigeno informational text?
Discussion us How do stylistic
Peoples’ elements and
Day organizational choices
(mid in biographies and
Oct.) to memoirs shape our
Thanks- interpretation of a
giving person’s experiences
Recess

e S|.8.1: Engage
effectively in a range

of collaborative
discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and
teacher-led) with
diverse partners on
grade 8 topics, texts,
and issues, building on
others' ideas and
expressing their own
clearly.

e RI.8.2: Determine a

central idea of a text

rewriting, or trying a
new approach,
focusing on how well
purpose and audience
have been addressed.
L.8.4: Determine or
clarify the meaning of
unknown and
multiple-meaning
words or phrases
based on grade 8
reading and content,
choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

for collegial

Supporting Standards Key Skills Assessments Resources
e S1.8.3: Delineate a e Engage in Summative Suggested Anchor
speaker's argument discussions Assessment: Text: Born a Crime
and specific claims, (SL.8.1) Formal debate by Trevor Noah OR
evaluating th Analyze de-8 text
g the e Analyz Formative any gra i ex'
soundness of the author’s from the "Memoirs,
i d urpose & Assessments: Biographies, &
reasoning an ,
g P 'p ) e Text-dependent g p
relevance and main idea . Narrative
o comprehension o .
sufficiency of the (RL.8.2) ) Nonfiction” section
. questions o
evidence and e Analyze of this list
identifying when development * Group
i
. ying ) ) P discussions Suggested
irrelevant evidence is of text .
) e Socratic Supplemental Texts
introduced. elements . .
seminar(s) & Resources: this
e SL.8.1.B: Follow rules (RL8.3)

List



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/3/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sNgBf1fMz6CG-G_4r7Qcx7Xb67od-aBsqgJwja3jmWQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8dAqtOEeSeylUePp71j8LsSqh7ENDD3/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.y3ycqgairw07
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco

(late
Nov.)

and the broader
historical context?

e How can we navigate
differing viewpoints
and challenge ideas
respectfully to deepen
understanding in
collaborative
discussions?

Unit Title

Pacing

Essential Questions

and analyze its
development over the
course of the text,
including its
relationship to
supporting ideas;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

e RI.8.3: Analyze how a
text makes
connections among
and distinctions
between individuals,
ideas, or events (e.g.,
through comparisons,
analogies, or
categories).

e SL..8.1.A: Come to
discussions prepared,
having read or
researched material
under study; explicitly
draw on that
preparation by
referring to evidence
on the topic, text, or
issue to probe and
reflect on ideas under

discussion.

discussions and
decision-making, track
progress toward
specific goals and
deadlines, and define
individual roles as
needed.

SL.8.1.C: Pose
questions that connect
the ideas of several
speakers and respond
to others' questions
and comments with
relevant evidence,
observations, and
ideas.

SL.8.1.D: Acknowledge
new information
expressed by others,
and, when warranted,
qualify or justify their
own views in light of
the evidence
presented.

L.8.4: Determine or
clarify the meaning of
unknown and
multiple-meaning
words or phrases
based on grade 8
reading and content,
choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

e Prepare for
discussions
(SL.8.1.A)

e Comprehend
informational
texts (RI1.8.10)

e Daily writing
routines (Do
Now, Journals,
Closures)

e Memoir
vocabulary
assignments

e |XL grammar
skills

Supporting Standards

Key Skills

Assessments

Resources



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/c/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/d/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/1/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/10/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing

Unit 3:

“A Unique
Imprint”: Style,
Poetry, &
Literary
Analysis

Suggest
ed
Pacing:
3
weeks—
Thanks-
giving
Recess
(late
Nov.) to
Holiday
Recess
(late
Dec.)

e How does a poet’s
sophisticated use of
style and literary
devices invite multiple
interpretations and
deepen our
understanding of a
poem’s themes?

e How can we read
“closely” to analyze
the author’s stylistic
choices—such as
figurative language,
syntax, and structure?

e RL.8.4: Determine the
meaning of words and
phrases as they are
used in a text,
including figurative
and connotative
meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word
choices on meaning
and tone, including
analogies or allusions
to other texts.

e | .8.5: Demonstrate
understanding of
figurative language,
word relationships,
and nuances in word
meanings.

e | .8.6: Acquire and use
accurately grade-
appropriate general
academic and domain-
specific words and
phrases; gather
vocabulary knowledge
when considering a
word or phrase
important to
comprehension or
expression.

e W.8.4: Produce clear
and coherent writing
in which the
development,
organization, and style

e |.8.5.A: Interpret
figures of speech (e.g.
verbal irony, puns) in
context.

e | .8.5.B: Use the
relationship between
particular words to
better understand each
of the words.

e | .8.5.C: Distinguish
among the
connotations
(associations) of words
with similar
denotations
(definitions) (e.g.,
bullheaded, willful, firm,
persistent, resolute).

e |.8.4: Determine or
clarify the meaning of
unknown and
multiple-meaning
words or phrases
based on grade 8
reading and content,
choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

e Interpret word
choice,
figurative &
connotative
meanings
(RL.8.4)

e Describe
figurative
language,
word
relationships,
& nuance
(L8.5)

e Define key
language arts
concepts /
terms (L.8.6)

e Read closely &
annotate text
(W.8.4)

e Comprehend
poetry
(RL.8.10)

Summative
Assessment:
Annotated close
reading with
comparative
analysis

Formative

Assessments:

e Text-dependent
comprehension
questions

e Group
discussions

e Socratic
seminar(s)

e Daily writing
routines (Do
Now, Journals,
Closures)

e Poetry
vocabulary
assignments

e [XL grammar
skills

Suggested Anchor
Text: “The Raven” by
Edgar Allen Poe OR
any grade-8 text
form the “Poems &
Poetry Collections”
section of this list

Suggested
Supplemental Texts
& Resources: this
List



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/c/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e_Y_IO9z8Jgvuvp5SnsC6rAeOQNuCNXm/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.14m8s4d8hctj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco

are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience.

Unit Title Pacing Essential Questions _ Supporting Standards Key Skills Assessments Resources
Unit 4: Suggest | ¢ How do multiple e \W.8.8: Gather relevant | e W.8.5: With some e Conduct Summative Suggested Anchor
“A World of ed themes interact and information from guidance and support research Assessment: Text: Twelve Angry
Meaning™: Pacing: evolve in a text, and multiple print and from peers and adults, projects Research podcast | Men by Reginald
Theme. Drama, | 6 what do they reveal digital sources, using develop and (W.8.7) Formative Rose OR any grade-8
& Research weeks— about the author's search terms strengthen writing as e Analyze theme Assessments: text form the “Plays”
Writing Holiday message? effectively; assess the needed by planning, (RL.8.2) o Research ’ section of this list
Recess e How do playwrights credibility and revis.ir.lg, editing, e |dentify & question Suggested
(early use language, accuracy of each rewriting, or trying a evaluate
] ’ boli q . and ) H W.8.8 approval Supplemental Texts
an.). ) sym ollsm, an - source; and quote or new afpproac , source.s( .8.8) o Annotated & Resources: this
Presiden theatrical conventions paraphrase the data focusing on how well e Use evidence - .
ts’D t te | d d Lusi f d audi t t bibliography List
s . ay o creé e layere and conc L.JSIOHS .o- purpose and audience 0 suppor o Podcast outline
(mid meanings and others while avoiding have been addressed. research .
) o e Proof of audio
Feb.) challenge audience plagiarism and W.8.6: Use technology, (W.8.9) recording
interpretations? following a standard including the Internet, | ® Comprehend o Podcast
e In what ways can format for citation. to produce and publish dramas/plays transcript
choosing, analyzing, e RL.8.2: Determine a writing and present (RL.8.10) P

and citing strong
sources enhance the
effectiveness of our
research writing?

theme or central idea
of a text and analyze
its development over
the course of the text,
including its
relationship to the
characters, setting, and
plot; provide an

the relationships
between information
and ideas efficiently as
well as to interact and
collaborate with
others.

e | .8.1: Demonstrate

command of the

e Text-dependent
comprehension
questions

e Group
discussions

e Socratic
seminar(s)

e Daily writing
routines (Do



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/8/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/7/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/8/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j9DZS5TdBc7otJSgnbFdE6WYXadFtlbuMkClqJa92ic/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YaUMYfVeqq6gULo77GWTWldf0_TMHcaz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YaUMYfVeqq6gULo77GWTWldf0_TMHcaz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.nn1w3818goik
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco

Unit Title Pacing Essential Questions
Unit 5: Suggest | e How do authors use
“From Claimto | ed setting as a strategic
Conclu- sion™: | Pacing: element to define a
Genre, Novels, | 8 novel’s genre and
& weeks— deepen its themes,
Argumentative | Presiden inviting varied
Writing ts’ Day interpretations?
(mid e How do we maintain
Feb.) to engagement over the
Spring course of a long novel,
Recess and how is reading a

objective summary of
the text.

e W.8.7: Conduct short
research projects to
answer a question
(including a self-
generated question),
drawing on several
sources and
generating additional
related, focused
questions that allow
for multiple avenues of
exploration.

e \W.8.9: Draw evidence
from literary or
informational texts to
support analysis,
reflection, and
research.

e W.8.1: Write arguments

to support claims with
clear reasons and
relevant evidence.

e RL.8.5: Compare and
contrast the structure
of two or more texts
and analyze how the
differing structure of
each text contributes

conventions of
standard English
grammar and usage
when writing or
speaking.

e | .8.2: Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English
capitalization,
punctuation, and
spelling when writing.

e |.8.4: Determine or
clarify the meaning of
unknown and
multiple-meaning
words or phrases
based on grade 8
reading and content,
choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

Now, Journals,
Closures)

e Play vocabulary
assignments

e |XL grammar
skills

Supporting Standards Key Skills Assessments Resources

e RI.8.8: Delineate and e Write Summative Suggested Anchor
evaluate the argument arguments Assessment: Text: Bronx
and specific claims in a (W.8.1) 1,000-word Masquerade by Nikki
text, assessing e (Cite textual argumentative Grimes OR any
whether the reasoning evidence essay grade-8 text from
is sound and the evi- (RL.8.1) ) the “Novels &

. Formative )
dence is relevant and e Analyze genre Novellas” section of
Assessments:

sufficient; recognize
when irrelevant evi-
dence is introduced.

& text
structure
(RL.8.5)

e Text-dependent
comprehension
questions

this list

Suggested
Supplemental Texts



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/7/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/9/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/8/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.22z1jic03612

(mid
Apr.)

novel different from
reading shorter texts
in terms of
understanding
characters and
themes?

How can we use
argumentative writing
to clearly and
persuasively make
claims, support them
with evidence, and
respond to opposing
views?

to its meaning and
style.

e RL.8.1: Cite the textual

evidence that most
strongly supports an
analysis of what the
text says explicitly as
well as inferences
drawn from the text.

o RL.8.2: Determine a

theme or central idea
of a text and analyze
its development over
the course of the text,
including its
relationship to the
characters, setting, and
plot; provide an
objective summary of
the text.

e W.8.1.A: Introduce

claim(s), acknowledge
and distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate
or opposing claims,
and organize the
reasons and evidence
logically.

e W.8.1.B: Support

claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant
evidence, using
accurate, credible
sources and
demonstrating an

e W.8.5: With some

guidance and support
from peers and adults,
develop and
strengthen writing as
needed by planning,
revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a
new approach,
focusing on how well
purpose and audience
have been addressed.
RL.8.7: Analyze the
extent to which a
filmed or live produc-
tion of a story or dra-
ma stays faithful to or
departs from the text
or script, evaluating
the choices made by
the director or actors.
W.8.1.C: Use words,
phrases, and clauses to
create cohesion and
clarify the
relationships among
claim(s),
counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence.
W.8.1.D: Establish and
maintain a formal
style.

W.8.1.E: Provide a
concluding statement
or section that follows

e Analyze
setting (RL.8.2)

e Introduce
claims
(W.8.1.A)

e Support claims
(W.8.1.B)

e Comprehend
novels
(RL.8.10)

e Group
discussions

e Socratic
seminar(s)

e Daily writing
routines (Do
Now, Journals,
Closures)

e Novel
vocabulary
assignments

e [XL grammar
skills

& Resources: this
List



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/7/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/c/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/d/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/e/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/1/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco

Unit Title

Pacing

understanding of the
topic or text.

from and supports the

argument presented.

e | .8.1: Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English
grammar and usage
when writing or
speaking.

e | .8.2: Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English
capitalization,
punctuation, and

spelling when writing.

e | .8.4: Determine or

clarify the meaning of

unknown and
multiple-meaning
words or phrases
based on grade 8
reading and content,

choosing flexibly from

a range of strategies.

Supporting Standards

Key Skills

Assessments

Resources



https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing

Unit 6:
“Multiple
Modes &
Media”: Plot,
Graphic
Novels, & Oral
Presentation

Suggest
ed
Pacing:
4
weeks—
Spring
Recess
(mid
Apr.) to
mid May

e How do different plot
structures (such as the
three-act structure,
Freytag’'s pyramid, or
the hero’s journey)
offer methods for
writers to influence
the way their story
develops?

e How do graphic novel
creators use
multimodal
techniques—such as
color, typography, and
spatial design—along

with textual choices to

create complex
stories?

e What oral presentation

techniques can help
communicate complex
ideas to an audience?

e S|..8.4: Present claims

and findings,
emphasizing salient
points in a focused,
coherent manner with
relevant evidence,
sound valid reasoning,
and well-chosen
details; use
appropriate eye
contact, adequate
volume, and clear
pronunciation.

e RL.8.3: Analyze how

particular lines of
dialogue or incidents
in a story or drama
propel the action,
reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a
decision.

e RL.8.5: Compare and

contrast the structure
of two or more texts
and analyze how the
differing structure of
each text contributes
to its meaning and
style.

e SL.8.5: Integrate

multimedia and visual
displays into
presentations to clarify
information,
strengthen claims and

e RI.8.7: Evaluate the

advantages and
disadvantages of using
different mediums
(e.g., print or digital
text, video,
multimedia) to present
a particular topic or
idea.

SL.8.2: Analyze the
purpose of information
presented in diverse
media and formats
(e.g., visually,
quantitatively, orally)
and evaluate the
motives (e.g., social,
commercial, political)
behind its
presentation.

SL.8.6: Adapt speech to
a variety of contexts
and tasks,
demonstrating
command of formal
English when
indicated or
appropriate.

R1.8.9: Analyze a case
in which two or more
texts provide
conflicting information
on the same topic and
identify where the
texts disagree on

e Deliver oral
presentation
(SL.8.4)

e Analyze plot
structure
(RL.8.5)

e Analyze plot
development
(RL.8.3)

e Include
multimedia
components in
presentations
(SL.8.5)

e Comprehend
multimodal
texts (RL.8.10)

Summative
Assessment: 10-
minute oral
presentation
(solo)

Formative

Assessments:

e Text-dependent
comprehension
questions

e Group
discussions

e Socratic
seminar(s)

e Daily writing
routines (Do
Now, Journals,
Closures)

e Graphic novel
vocabulary
assignments

e [XL grammar
skills

Suggested Anchor
Text: Invisible by
Christina Diaz
Gonzalez & Gabriela
Epstein OR any
grade-8 text from
the “Graphic Novels
& Multimodal Texts”
section of this list

Suggested
Supplemental Texts
& Resources: this
List

e [Multimodal texts:
graphic novel,
speech, film,
podcast, political
cartoon,
advertisement,
website, video
game, etc.]
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https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/7/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/2/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/6/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/8/9/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/4/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.wyepwm3y8rla
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco

Unit Title Pacing Essential Questions

Unit 7: Suggest | e How do authors use

“Putting ed conflict to explore

It All Pacing: complex ideas, values,

Together™ 4 or human experiences?

Conflict, weeks— How do authors use

Mythology, & mid May narrative structure,

Narrative to end symbolism, and

Writing of year cultural context in
(mid mythology, folklore,
June) and religious texts to

challenge our
understanding of
human nature and
society?

How can techniques
like characters, plot,
dialogue, and
description be used to
create compelling
narratives?

evidence, and add
interest.

o W.8.3: Write narratives

to develop real or
imagined experiences
or events using
effective technique,
relevant descriptive
details, and well-
structured event
sequences.

RL.8.9: Analyze how a
modern work of fiction
draws on themes,
patterns of events, or
character types from
myths, traditional
stories, or religious
works such as the
Bible, including
describing how the
material is rendered
new.

matters of fact or
interpretation.

L.8.4: Determine or
clarify the meaning of
unknown and
multiple-meaning
words or phrases
based on grade 8
reading and content,
choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.

new approach,
focusing on how well
purpose and audience
have been addressed.
W.8.3.A: Engage and
orient the reader by
establishing a context
and point of view and
introducing a narrator
and/or characters;
organize an event
sequence that unfolds

naturally and logically.

contrast texts
(RL.8.9)

e Comprehend
myths/
legends
(RL.8.10)

Supporting Standards Key Skills Assessments Resources

o W.8.5: With some e Write Summative Suggested Anchor
guidance and support narratives Assessment: 750- | Text: “The Death of
from peers and adults, (W.8.3) word original Baldur” (Norse
develop and e Use dialogue, [ narrative with mythology) OR any
strengthen writing as pacing, & multiple grade-8 text from
needed by planning, description perspectives the “Mythology,

ising, editing, W.6.3.B . Folklore, &

reV|s.|tr.19 e |'|Eng. (C ) . Formative Rol- ?re e
rewriting, or tryin e Compar igi X
ewriting, or trying a ompare Assessments: eligious Texts

e Text-dependent
comprehension
questions

e Group
discussions

e Socratic
seminar(s)

e Daily writing
routines (Do
Now, Journals,
Closures)

section of this list

Suggested
Supplemental Texts
& Resources: this
List

11


https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1utzJYAexMtmptuenaJgcbr7daLmrJ_ZBWmQIXj4q9QE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/9/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/5/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/a/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/9/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.sobiyfcueix0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UErrvoSiZQjKss8AEbuKN_qbgTzHFYiH3bNOrCXhNbQ/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.1zmpxz5blkco

e \W.8.3.B: Use narrative
techniques, such as
dialogue, pacing,
description, and
reflection, to develop
experiences, events,
and/or characters.

e RL.8.3: Analyze how
particular lines of
dialogue or incidents
in a story or drama
propel the action,
reveal aspects of a
character, or provoke a
decision.

e W.8.3.C: Use a variety
of transition words,

phrases, and clauses to

convey sequence,
signal shifts from one
time frame or setting
to another, and show
the relationships
among experiences
and events.

e W.8.3.D: Use precise
words and phrases,
relevant descriptive
details, and sensory
language to capture
the action and convey
experiences and
events.

e W.8.3.E: Provide a
conclusion that
follows from and
reflects on the
narrated experiences
or events.

e | .8.1: Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English
grammar and usage
when writing or
speaking.

e | .8.2: Demonstrate
command of the
conventions of
standard English

e Mythology
vocabulary
assignments

e |XL grammar
skills

12


https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/b/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/3/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/c/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/d/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/e/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/1/
https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/2/

capitalization,
punctuation, and
spelling when writing.
L.8.4: Determine or
clarify the meaning of
unknown and
multiple-meaning
words or phrases
based on grade 8
reading and content,
choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies.
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https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/

“Batch 1” PK, ELA & Math Curriculum Release Plan of Action

By March 23, 2026: CDT Team will finalize
PK, ELA and Math Curriculum Maps K-12

By March 27, 2026: Nicole will develop and
share PK, ELA & Math K—12 Curriculum Maps
One-Pager

March 24, 2026:

BOE Curriculum Committee: Map Orientation
and Exemplar

BOE Policy Committee: Curriculum Policy
By April 21, 2026:

Principal Final Review of Curriculum Map
One-Pager

April 28, 2026:

BOE Curriculum Committee: Curriculum Map
Batch Review (PK, ELA/ Math K-12)
One-Pager

April 7, 2026:

Full Board of Education- Curriculum Policy
First Read

May 12, 2026:

Full Board Presentation- Curriculum Policy
Second Read/ Approval

May 26, 2026: BOE Curriculum Committee
Curriculum Map Batch Q&A (PK, ELA/ Math
K-12) One-Pager

June 2, 2026:

Full Board Action Item: Review/Approval of
Batch Curriculum Maps

July 1, 2026: Publication of Curriculum Maps
Batch

Complete revisions and prepare PK, ELA and
Math grade-level curriculum maps for release

Create concise overview documents to introduce
first batch of curriculum maps

Orient the BOE Curriculum Committee to ensure
understanding of curriculum map using an
exemplar.

Present first-read of Curriculum Policy.
Principals engage in final review of maps.

Curriculum Committee will engage in review

Curriculum Policy First Read

Curriculum Policy First Second Read

Curriculum Committee follow-up questions

Review/Approval of Batch Curriculum Maps

Release approved curriculum materials to the
public-facing website.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7ro9tQNNF35cQffoKqJuquF4v1UZmy5S_5tt3mS5Hs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7ro9tQNNF35cQffoKqJuquF4v1UZmy5S_5tt3mS5Hs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7ro9tQNNF35cQffoKqJuquF4v1UZmy5S_5tt3mS5Hs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z7ro9tQNNF35cQffoKqJuquF4v1UZmy5S_5tt3mS5Hs/edit?usp=sharing
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