Bloomfield Public Schools |Raising the Bar is Taking us Far

BLOOMFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION - BOARD OF EDUCATION SPECIAL MEETING -
RETREAT

Board of Education Special Meeting - Retreat AT Saturday, June 28, 2025
Retreat, 134 Norwood Road, West Hartford, CT 06117

1. Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order
L. Easmon

2. New Business

A. Ice Breaker
L. Easmon

B. Superintendent Evaluation Summary
L. Easmon and T. Youngberg

C. Discussion of the Board of Education Self-Assessment (discussion proposed for
Executive Session)
L. Easmon and T. Youngberg

D. State of the Schools Report
T. Youngberg

E. Board of Education Policies 2
T. Youngberg

F. Family and Community Engagement Plans
T. Youngberg

G. Legal Updates - Title IX (discussion proposed for Executive Session)
Crumbie Law

H. Discussion of the Superintendent's Contract (discussion proposed for Executive Session)
L. Easmon

I. Possible Action on the Superintendent's Contract
L. Easmon

3. Adjournment
L. Easmon
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REQUIRED POLICIES ** REVISED July 2024 |

The following are policies boards of education must include due to federal or state law.

SERIES 0000: MISSION-GOALS-OBJECTIVES

o Statement of Educational Goals and Student OBJECHIVES.........cccoiriiiriiiiriceee s #0200
. Nondiscrimination (Title VII — Civil Rights ACt 0F 1964) ........cccviiiiieieiiie e #0521

SERIES 1000: COMMUNITY RELATIONS

. Encourage Parent-Teacher Communication/Parent INVOIVEMENL ........cccccevvvveiciecceees s #1110.1

SERIES 3000: BUSINESS/NON-INSTRUCTIONAL OPERATIONS

. T (oo (=0 o] o] [ Tor= L1 o] PSSR #3524.1
. Reporting of Transportation Safety COMPIAINES..........cccveiiiiiiiiies e #3541.5
) Food Services Personnel Code 0f CONAUCT .........ocviiiieiirieie st #3542.22
) Food Service Personnel Professional Standards...........coceverinnnnnnsnesssessseseeessssssesssessessssssesesens #3542.41
. Charging POIICY FOOU SEIVICE .......ciieiie ittt sttt e st et e e be et e s e e sneesreesreeneas #3542.43

SERIES 4000: PERSONNEL

. Title 1X/Sexual Harassment 0f EMPIOYEES........ccoviii i #4000.1/4200.1
. Recruitment and SEIECTION .........ci it see e eneens #4111/4211
. Fingerprinting and Criminal Justice Information Services - FBI Requirement...............cccccvevvennine #4112.5/4212.5
) Minimum Duty-Free Lunch Periods for Teachers and other Certified Staff .............cccooriiiiniininn, #4113.12
. Evaluation and EmMployment 0f COACES .......ceiiii i #4115.3
) Reduction in Force for Certified Staff, if not covered in negotiated agreements..........cccocverveceniinene. #4117.3
3 NONAISCHIMINALION. ....viiiiiciieiee ettt sttt e e s e e e e nbeseeseesreaneenee e s #4118.11/4218.11
. Alcohol & Drug Free WOrKpPIaCe..........cc.viiiiiicieceee et #4118.232/4218.232
. PSYCOIOPIC DIUQG USE ...ttt st #54118.234, 5141.231
. Drug and Alcohol Testing fOr BUS DFIVELS ..........cueiiiiiciiiciceie e ste ettt sae e srae e e #4212.42

SERIES 5000: STUDENTS

° Attendance/TruanCy/ENFOIMENT .......ccoiiiiie e #s5112, 5113, 5113.2*
. Student CoNAUCE DISCIPIING .......c.eiiiie et bbbt sttt nne b e #5114
. L (] 40 LTI (010 (=Y £ #5118.1
. Promotion and Retention OF STUABNTS ..........ciiiiiieee e #5123
. Student Educational Records/Annual Notification of Parental/Student Rights ...........ccociiiiiiiiiciienn, #5125

. Health/Medical RECOrAS (HIPAA) ..ottt st eb e e ene e #5125.11



SERIES 5000: STUDENTS (continued)

. Use, Sale or Possession of Alcohol, or Controlled Drugs (regulation also required)..........ccccceevevvrvnnenn #5131.6
. Weapons and Dangerous INSTFUMENTS .......cviiieiiiiieirieieisie ettt sb e e #5131.7
. Connecticut SChOOl CHMALE POIICY ......cvoiiiiiie i sre s #5131.911
. Administration of Medication - policy and administrative regulation (procedures required) ................ #5141.21
. Psychotropic Drug MediCations ............ccouiiieiiiiiiine e #55141.231, 4118.234
. Reporting by Mandated Reporters of Suspected Child Abuse, Neglect & Sexual Assault ..................... #5141.4
. Youth Suicide Prevention and Youth Suicide Attempts (Administrative Regulation also required) ....... #5141.5
. Physical Restraints/Seclusion/Exclusionary Time Out** (Administrative Regulation also required) .....#5144.1
. Use 0f EXCIUSIONAIY TIME OUL......cooiiiiiiiieieisie ettt sb e #5144.2
. Physical Exercise and DisCipling of STUABNTS...........cccvieeiiiieicre e #5144.4%*
o Restorative Justice Practices (Required JUly 2025).........c.coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeseseese e #5144.12
. Uniform TreatmMent Of RECIUILETS .......oiviieieieee e sttt s sre e eneas #5145.14
. Nondiscrimination/ Title IX (Title IX of Educational Amendments of 1972) .........ccccccovvvvvievveiieeieninns #5145.44
) Sexual Abuse Prevention & EdUCAtioN PrOGram .........ccoeieiiirinieieneiese e #5145.511

SERIES 6000: INSTRUCTION

) School Ceremonies and Observances (Pledge of AIIEGIANCE) .........ccvviiiiriiiiiie s #6115
. Internet Safety Policy/Filtering - Children’s Internet Protection AcCt........cccvcvevvevveiresiesieseeseesiesnens #6141.323
) Advanced Courses or Programs, Eligibility Criteria for Enrollment ............ccccovviiiiiiiniiiiciens #6141.51
. Challenging CUrriCUIUM POLICY .....vviiiiiiiii ettt ste e et e steesteesneenne s #6141.52
. Physical Activity and DiSCIPliNe (OF #5144.4) ......ccccooiiiiiiiieeesee e #6142.10, 6142.61
. Student Nutrition and Physical Activity (Student WellNess)........ccccvvveiieiiieiesie e #6142.101
. Grading/Assessment Systems [weighting of grades].......cccvocviveiieiicci e #6146.1
. FAFSA COMPIELION PrOGIAIM ..ottt bbb ettt st et b #6148
. HOMEBWOTK ...ttt e b bbbt h e s e b ekt b e e b e e b e e b e st e b e b ebeeb e e bt e st e e e b e naenbe s #6154
) Individualized Education/Special EAUCAtion Program.........c.ccoceoerereieieneieneneie e #6159*, 6171*
. Comparability of Services-Title | (Equivalence in Instructional Staff and Materials) ...........c..cccceeveneee. #6161.3
) Surveys of StUdeNtS/STUENT PRIVACY ......c.oiviiiirieiieiee ettt #6162.51
. Exemption from AIDS INSLIUCLION .....c..oiuiiiiieiicie ettt e sae e e enee e #6164.12
. Preschool Students With DiSADIITIES ...........couiiiiiiiii e #6171.2
) Alternative Education Programs — Mandated if district has an alternate program .........c.ccccooevveivienennn #6172
. Gifted and Talented STUAENES PrOGIam .......cc.viii ittt et te e s sreenre e #6172.1
. Title | Parental and Family Engagement Policy/Title I (Required only for districts with Title I programs. Policy

MuUst be reviewed anNUAITY) ... e #6172.4,6161.31*

* Any one of these fulfills the mandate.
** Requirement can also be fulfilled with #6142.10 or #6142.61.

Revised 7/2024



POSITION STATEMENT AND POLICY GUIDANCE

Personal Technology Use in Connecticut Schools:

Impact of Social Media and the Use of Cell Phones on
Student Learning and Mental Health

STATE OF CONNECTICUT | CONNECTICUT STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION | AUGUST 2024

he Connecticut State Board of Education (Board) believes that all students deserve an excellent

education that supports growth in knowledge, maturity, wellness, and readiness for a life of success

and global citizenship. The Board’s Comprehensive Plan for Education 2023-2028: Every Student

Prepared for Learning, Life, and Work Beyond School prioritizes creating learning spaces that are
safe, compassionate, and culturally responsive, and that are designed to support the academic, physical,
and social-emotional well-being of all learners. The Board further believes that schools must ensure that
Personal Technology Use in Schools policies address student relationships with technology, online spaces,
social media, and cell phones and their impact on learning and mental health.

Technology can be employed in schools to personalize and accelerate learning when integrated
thoughtfully and appropriately. Students benefit from instruction that incorporates hands-on and
digital tools in conjunction with comprehensive digital citizenship modeling and media literacy
curricula that teaches technology skills to prepare students for lifelong success. Online platforms

can also give youth access to a diverse community, expanding their awareness of others who share
abilities and interests, leading to an increased sense of belonging and acceptance. Online educational
content can introduce students to different world views, expanding their minds to gain a better
understanding of others and the world.

However, in 2023, the United States Surgeon General issued an Advisory on Social Media and Youth
Mental Health, which highlights the concerning relationship between excessive, unrestricted social
media use and increased mental health challenges in youth. Additionally, emerging research suggests
that social media has a significant negative impact on brain development at a time in adolescence
when identities and a sense of self-worth are forming, and social rewards, pressures and acceptance
dare paramount.

Students who feel intellectually, physically, and emotionally safe and healthy are more likely to be
successful learners. In order to create a school environment that promotes health and safety, it is
important to note the impact that unrestricted access to cell phones and social media can have

on learning spaces. Between the ages of 10 and 14 the number of students with smartphones more
than doubles, from 4in 10 to 9 in 10. Notifications during the school day and the lure of social media
platforms negatively impact students’ ability to be fully present in the classroom (UNESCO) resulting
in lost instructional time, fewer opportunities for in-person interactions, and significant competition for
dedicated and sustained student attention reported by teachers (Pew Research Center).

Given the risks and negative impact on learning and mental health, local and regional boards
of education, in collaboration with school leaders, educators, families and students, should
develop and enact a districtwide Personal Technology Use in Schools policy inclusive of cell
phones and current and emerging technologies.

Therefore, the Board strongly recommends that such policy restricts the use of cell phones
during the school day to ensure student engagement in learning, support emotional well-being,
and strengthen students’ interpersonal skills, peer interaction, and social communication.



https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/smartphones-school-only-when-they-clearly-support-learning
https://www.pewresearch.org/social-trends/2024/04/04/challenges-in-the-classroom/
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POLICY GUIDANCE
Personal Technology Use in Schools

The Connecticut State Board of Education (Board), in support of its Position Statement on Personal Tech-
nology Use in Schools, offers the following guidance for districts to consider when drafting and adopt-
ing policies to restrict access to cell phones during the school day. This guidance emphasizes creating
engaging spaces for learning to mitigate the negative impact that cell phones have on student learning.
Included in this guidance are considerations for specific policies and practices in elementary, middle,
and high school based on developmental readiness and maturity. Specific recommendations are pro-
vided for appropriate roles and responsibilities for local and regional boards of education and admin-
istrators in policy development; for school leaders and educators in ensuring consistent policy imple-
mentation; for families and students in supporting and complying with the district policy; and for higher
education institutions and the Connecticut State Department of Education in preparing and supporting
educators, school leaders, administrators, and local and regional boards of education.

A comprehensive policy should include language that incorporates age-appropriate restrictions
that align with developmental considerations of students and the structure of the school day in each
grade-band and school.

* Elementary School

- The policy for elementary school students should focus on removing cell phones from
the classroom to maximize academic, social, and emotional development. Elementary
school students’ school day environments and experiences and classroom activities
should create spaces that encourage personal interaction among peers.

- Specific procedures for collecting and isolating cell phones upon arrival at school or in
the classroom may be necessary to ensure compliance with the policy.

* Middle School

- The policy for middle school students should also focus on removing cell phones from
the school day or classroom. Developmentally, this age group is particularly vulnerable
to the negative effects of excessive personal technology use and has a difficult time
controlling their impulses. Concurrently, middle school students experience increased
autonomy and independence during the school day, which can lead to increased
opportunity for cell phone misuse.

- Possession of cell phones in this age group is likely to be viewed as a rite of passage
into adulthood, so communication and application of policies that restrict use must be
developed in consideration of the specific challenges of middle school students.

» High School

- The policy for high school students regarding school day access and use should still
be restrictive; however, as appropriate, high school students may be developmentally
ready to take more ownership of controlling excessive use and understanding respon-
sibilities regarding technology use to better prepare them for life after high school.

- Inappropriate and potential illegal use of technology is likely to increase in high school
on and off school grounds, including accessing and sharing inappropriate content
and cyberbullying, requiring inclusion of expectations regarding technology use in the
student Code of Conduct.

- Cell phones that are turned off and kept out of sight create classroom environments
where students are less likely to be distracted by interruptions, can focus more on
learning, and allow educators to concentrate on instruction instead of constantly
monitoring student cell phone use. The policy should therefore address high school
students having cell phones on their person during class.
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Responsibilities of local boards of education and superintendents of schools in developing
a Personal Technology Use in Schools Policy

Engage and elicit feedback from school leaders, educators, families, students, and relevant
stakeholders in the development and adoption of a policy that aims to mitigate the negative
impact of unrestricted access to personal technology in schools.

Consider the development of associated regulations that align with the policy and provide
for professional learning of all school staff in the implementation of the policy.

Ensure that the foundation for the Personal Technology Use in Schools policy is districtwide in
its vision, scope, and implementation.

Consider the unique vulnerabilities and opportunities of different student developmental
stages to create age-appropriate segments of the districtwide policy.

At all age levels, behavioral expectations related to technology should be included in the
student Code of Conduct to address issues such as cyberbullying, accessing/sharing
inappropriate content, recording or taking photographs without consent, plagiarism, and the
unapproved use of artificial intelligence (Al) software and applications.

Embed a Personal Technology Use in Schools policy within a broader, intentional digital
educational strategy. Consider a systemic approach toward developing digital literacy and
citizenship to ensure that it is comprehensive and equips students from Kindergarten through
Grade 12 with the skills and tools necessary to safely navigate online spaces.

Assist families in understanding healthy uses of technology, setting ground rules, utilizing
parental controls on devices, and ways to monitor technology use.

Review and update the district policy regularly to address future technological devices,
online platforms, and emerging threats.

Consult board legal counsel during policy drafting and as needed to ensure compliance
with applicable federal and state laws and alignment with best practices. Areas to consider
include: school personnel access to content on student personal technology devices;
consequences for violations of board policy or student Code of Conduct; accessing or
disseminating inappropriate, harmful, or illegal content; material created on personal
devices that may fall under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) or constitute
part of an educational record; and access for students with disabilities or medical needs as
outlined in individualized education programs (IEP) and Section 504 accommodations.

Responsibilities of school leaders and educators in supporting consistent implementation
of the policy

 School Leaders:

Engage educators, families, and students in a mindful introduction to the Personal
Technology Use in Schools Policy that is sensitive to the concerns of all involved.

Support educators in learning about the policy and the consistent, uniform application and
enforcement of the district policy and associated regulations.

Provide educators with professional development on best practices for incorporating
technology into classroom lessons and activities using allowable school-issued devices.

Develop a graduated response to inappropriate personal technology use that encourages
students to see the value in a cell-phone-free space and creates opportunities to develop
positive skills related to technology use.

Create a process for exceptions to the Personal Technology Use in Schools policy based on a stu-
dent’s specific needs and as appropriate according to each student’s individualized education
program (IEP), Section 504 accommodations, individualized health care plan, or learning plan.

Create a positive environment regarding media and technology by incorporating digital
citizenship education as part of the curricula.
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e Educators:

Recognize that impulse control is a skill that needs to be developed and that students require
support and instruction to establish healthy and responsible relationships with technology
and social media.

Create engaging lessons that foster in-person group work and collaboration among peers to
strengthen students’ interpersonal skills, peer interaction, and social communication.

Model the digital habits and the utilization of personal technology and social media in
alignment with the district policy.

Participate in professional learning opportunities related to supporting positive digital habits,
digital citizenship, and integrating the effective use of technology in the classroom.

Responsibilities of families, caregivers, and students to support the implementation of and
adherence to the policy

* Families and Caregivers:

Promote student engagement in learning by being mindful of communicating with students
via cell phone during the school day and encourage children to use planning and problem-
solving skills, coping strategies, and in-school supports to help foster independence.

Support school initiatives to create technology-free spaces that allow students to fully
participate in their education while encouraging in-person connections with peers and adults.

Model a healthy relationship with social media and screen time at home and reduce the use
of technology as a tool for occupying young children.

Consider using age-appropriate parental controls on smartphones to encourage the
development of healthy relationships with technology.

Establish open lines of communication with children and have regular conversations
regarding the safe and responsible use of technology.

¢ Students:

Request to participate in opportunities to provide feedback in the development of the district
policy and grade-band specific policies, as appropriate.

Follow the district Personal Technology Use in Schools policy and the student Code of Conduct.

Engage in lessons and classroom discussions related to social and emotional learning, digital
citizenship, media literacy, and the responsible use of technology.

Encourage peers to use technology and social media appropriately, including being aware of
and limiting the frequency with which they check their cell phones.

Report concerning and inappropriate cell phone use and online behavior by peers to a principadl,
teacher, school counselor, psychologist, social worker, or any trusted adult in the school building.

Responsibilities of state-level partners in preparing educators and supporting districts in
developing and implementing district policies

+ Higher Education Institutions (Educator Preparation Programs):

Participate in initiatives related to technology use in schools, including the development of model
curricula for digital citizenship, media literacy, and responsible use of technology and social media.

Prepare pre-service candidates to effectively create a positive learning environment in
accordance with the Connecticut Common Core of Teaching, focusing on evidence-based
approaches to incorporating 21st century technology in the classroom.

Prepare pre-service candidates to develop student skills and dispositions to respond to real-
world digital challenges in safe, effective, and thoughtful ways.

Contribute to the field of emerging research and best practices related to personal
technology use by children and adolescents.
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« Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE):

Develop a Kindergarten through Grade 12 Model Curricula for Digital Citizenship, Media
Literacy, and Responsible Use of Technology and Social Media.

Provide professional learning and technical assistance on the effective integration and
implementation of the Kindergarten through Grade 12 Model Curricula.

Continue to invest in resources that assist school districts in policies that address emerging
technologies.

Monitor future national guidance and federal resources for dissemination to aid districts in
maintaining prevailing content in district policies.

Coordinate and partner with state agencies, policymakers, and stakeholders to support
district efforts in policy development and implementation.

Continue support of and collaboration with the research community to gather data to
support district policies and elevate best practices.
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Connecticut Sample Policies

The Connecticut Association of Boards of Education (CABE) has developed a Sample Policy and
Guidance for local and regional boards of education. CABE is currently updating this document for
use by districts in developing policies.

Connecticut Association of Boards of Education: Sample Policy and Guidance: Adopted January
2019, revised November 2023

The following excerpts from sample policies and resources are meant to provide an array of content
for districts to consider in developing their own policy to restrict cell phone use during the school day.
Policies should consider the needs, ages, and utilization of social media and technology of students;
the norms of the school-family relationships and expectations; and the teaching and learning needs
of the school community. They are not intended to imply one strategy or policy is best or more
successful than another, as this must be determined by the local or regional board of education as
to what meets the needs of the district, its staff, families, and students.

Torrington Public Schools

* Elementary school: Students may bring cell phones and wearable technology to school
but must turn their cell phones off or place them on silent mode. Cell phones and wearable
technology must remain completely out of view (e.g. in the student’s backpack) for the entire
school day.

» Middle School: Students may bring cell phones and wearable technology to
school but must ensure that they are turned off or on silent mode and locked in a district
issued cell phone pouch throughout the entire school day. Students will lock their cell phone
pouches upon entry to the building and unlock them at dismissal.

» High School: Students may bring cell phones and wearable technology to school but must
ensure that they are turned off or on silent mode and locked in a district issued cell phone
pouch throughout the entire school day. Students will lock their cell phone pouches upon
entry into the school building and unlock them at dismissal. Cell phones will only be allowed if
requested by a teacher as necessary for a specific lesson, upon approval by an administrator
24 hours in advance. If approved, the mobile kiosk will be signed out to the teacher for that
period or the day. At no time will students be obligated to possess or own a personal electronic
device to meet their educational needs.

Milford Public Schools

+ Elementary School: No use of a cell phone/smartwatch or other personal communication
device will be permitted during school hours. These devices must be turned off or on silent and
left in backpacks, stored in a student’s locker/cubbie or other place designated by building
administration.

 Middle School: No use of a cell phone/smartwatch or other personal communication device
will be permitted during school hours. These devices must be turned off or on silent and left in
backpacks, stored in a student’s locker or other place designated by building administration.
The exception at the middle school level is when the use of a cell phone is authorized in a
classroom for academic purposes with the consent of the teacher.

+ High School: Possession of a cell phone/smartwatch or other personal communication device
while in school is permitted, however, the devices must be turned off or on silent and be out
of sight in classrooms during the school day unless authorized by the classroom teacher for
academic purposes. Cell phones may be used in non-classroom areas as designated by
school administration.


https://www.cabe.org/uploaded/Policy/Sample_Policies/CPS5131.81.pdf?1704223260018
https://www.cabe.org/uploaded/Policy/Sample_Policies/CPS5131.81.pdf?1704223260018
https://cdnsm5-ss16.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_348793/File/Board_of_Education/Policy_Manual/Series%205000/Policy%205041%20-%20Use%20of%20Privately%20Technology%20Devices%20by%20Students.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1254983/5131.810_P_Use_of_Cell_Phones_20180212.pdf

Position Statement and Policy Guidance | Personal Technology Use in Connecticut Schools 7

Lisbon Public Schools

 Grades PreK-Grade 4: Cell phones/smartwatches are not permitted on school premises.

» Grades 5-Grade 8: Cell phones/smartwatches should be off and out of sight when students
walk into the building. Cell phones/smartwatches are to be stored in lockers throughout the
school day. Students are permitted to use their cell phones/smartwatches during after-school
homeroom (3:00-dismissal) per the teacher’s permission (for example: practice is canceled; a
parent needs to be notified).

- Parents should not expect to communicate directly with their children using their cell phone/
smartwatch during the designated school time. Parents who need to communicate with their
child in the case of an emergency should call the school office and communicate with school
personnel the nature of their emergency who will then communicate as appropriate with the
student impacted by the emergency.


https://lisbonschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/5131.81.pdf
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The Bloomfield Board of Education is committed to maintaining a safe and productive learning
environment that provides each student with an atmosphere free of disruptions.

Students may possess personal technological devices on school property and/or during school
sponsored activities per the mandates of this policy and any applicable administrative regulations
as may be developed by the Superintendent of Schools.

Definitions

For the purposes of this policy, "District-Issued Technology" refers to computers and
instructional technologies; communications and data management systems; informational
technologies and the Internet; and any other technology resources owned and/or used by the
school district and accessible by students including “Personal Technology” pouches.

For the purposes of this policy, “Personal Technology” refers to privately owned wireless and/or
portable electronic hand-held equipment that can be used for word processing, wireless Internet
access, image capture and recording, gaming, sound recording, information transmitting and/or
receiving or storing information or data, etc. In addition, “Personal Technology” refers to
Bluetooth devices and wearable technology, such as, but not limited to, iPads, tablets,
smartwatches, gaming devices, and AirPods.

Responsibility for “Personal Technology” Devices

Students are responsible for the safety and use of their “Personal Technology.” If “Personal
Technology” is stolen, lost, or damaged, a report should be made to the building principal or
designee, who will investigate the loss in a manner consistent with procedures for stolen or
damaged personal property. Students and parents should be aware that the Board is not liable for
any “Personal Technology” stolen, lost, or damaged while at school or during a school sponsored
activity. Therefore, students are advised not to share or loan their “Personal Technology” with
other students.

Use of “Personal Technology” Devices

Except to the extent required by a student’s Individualized Educational Plan or 504 plan and/or
for other reasons approved by the building principal, all students are prohibited from using
“Personal Technology” during the school day and are subject to disciplinary action outlined in
section "D" of this policy.
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In addition, the following rules apply specifically to student use of cell phones during the school
day:

1. Students in grades 5-12 may bring “Personal Technology” to school but must ensure that
it is turned off, in Airplane mode, or silenced. When entering the school, “Personal
Technology” must be locked in a district-issued “Personal Technology” pouch and kept
there the entire school day. Students will unlock their district-issued pouch at dismissal.

2. Students in grades PK-4 may bring “Personal Technology” to school but must ensure that
it is turned off, in Airplane mode, or silenced. “Personal Technology” must remain
completely out of view for the entire school day and cannot be used at any time.

Disciplinary Action*

Misuse of “Personal Technology” in an inappropriate or prohibited manner and/or using such
devices in any manner inconsistent with this policy will result in disciplinary action as outlined
in the most current student handbook under the section entitled “Personal Technology.”
Disciplinary action will follow a tiered approach.

At each tier, the administrator or designee will review the policy with the student, inform
parents/guardians, and document the offense.

If a student loses or damages the district-issued “Personal Technology” pouch, the student must
acquire a new one from the school.

* Administrators have flexibility with consequences for students who fall under DCF Care,
McKinney-Vento, and similar circumstances.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes (P.A. 95-304, S.8, 9: P.A. 96-108, S. 1, 3)
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-233;
Conn. Gen. Stat. § 31-48d
Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 53a-182; 53a-183; 53a250, et seq.
History: P.A. 95-304 effective July 1, 1995: P.A. 96-108 designated the
existing Sec. Subsec (a) and added Subsec (b) re cellular mobile
telephones, effective July 1, 1996
Electronic Communication Privacy Act of 1986, Public Law 99-508,
codified at 28 U.S.C. §§ 2510 through 2520
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The Bloomfield Board of Education believes that reasonable regulation of student attire in
the schools furthers important educational interests. It is in the spirit of proper
communication that students wear clothing that communicates the high expectations that
we have for all Bloomfield Public Schools students. Accordingly, the Board has
established a dress code for all students enrolled in the Bloomfield Public Schools.

Acceptable Dress for Students includes neat and properly fitted:
a. Bottoms, including pants, skirts, shorts, and skorts
b. Tops with fabric in the front, back, and on the sides under the arms
c. Shoes, boots, sneakers, sandals, etc.

The following attire is prohibited:
a. Bare feet
. Slippers or open toed shoes
c. Clothing with images or language depicting drugs or alcohol (or any illegal item or
activity)

d. Clothing that reveals undergarments (including midrifts)
e. Clothing with hate speech, violence, profanity, weapons or pornography
f. Clothing with images or language that creates a hostile or intimidating environment

based on any protected class.

Accessories that could be considered dangerous or could be used as a weapon.

Sunglasses inside the school building (except for medical reasons).

Headphones/earbuds during class time (unless indicated in student plan as allowed)

Pajamas

Any hat, scarf or head covering, including those that obscure the face (except as a

religious observance or for medical reasons, such as a medical face mask).

1. Pants hanging below the waistline, exposing buttocks/underwear or shorts worn
under pants “No sagging”

m. Skirts one-inch above the knee

s

During the school day outerwear, such as coats, scarves, hats and winter jackets, must be
placed in a locker.
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Compliance

Students who fail to comply with Board policy and regulations concerning student dress
will be subject to school discipline to include parental notification.
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