Bloomfield Public Schools |Raising the Bar is Taking us Far

BLOOMFIELD BOARD OF EDUCATION - BOARD OF EDUCATION CURRICULUM
COMMITTEE MEETING

Board of Education Curriculum Committee Meeting AT Tuesday, March 25, 2025

Bloomfield Board of Education 1133 Blue Hills Avenue Board Room, 1133 Blue Hills Avenue ,
Bloomfield, CT 06002

1. Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order
H. Frydman

2. Consent Agenda

A. Approval of Minutes - Curriculum Committee Meeting - January 28, 2025 2
H. Frydman

3. New Business

A. Play Based Learning 4
L. Lamenzo, S. Straker, J. Dwyer, School Based Teams

4. Adjournment
H. Frydman
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Board of Education — Curriculum Committee Meeting
Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.

Bloomfield Board of Education, Board Room
1133 Blue Hills Avenue
Bloomfield, CT 06002

ATTENDANCE: H. Frydman, Chair  Absent
T. Mack-Mohammed Present
F. Bogle-Assegai Present

ALSO PRESENT: L. Easmon K. Dunbar T. Moore
L. Simone T. Youngberg L. Lamenzo
J. Titelbaum M. Sutton N. Jones

1. Establishment of a Quorum and Call to Order
H. Frydman called the meeting to order at 6:50 p.m. The roll was called and a quorum was
present.

2. Consent Agenda
A. Approval of Minutes — Curriculum Committee Special Meeting — November 21,
2024
A motion was made by T. Bogle-Assegai and seconded by T. Mack-Mohammed for
the Curriculum Committee to approve the minutes from November 21, 2024, special
meeting, as presented.

H. Frydman Aye
T. Mack-Mohammed Aye
F. Bogle-Assegai Aye

The motion was passed unanimously 3-0-0.

3. New Business
A. Unique Learning System

Lisa Lamenzo, Director of School Improvement introduced Melissa Sutton, Director
of Special Education, Cassandra Aiello, teacher at Laurel Literacy Academy and
Tracy Stead, District Occupational Therapist. They presented on Unique Learning
Systems, which is used to improve teacher access to curriculum for Special Education
students. They researched various options and decided on this program as it integrates
technology and pedagogy for each individual student.

The Unique Learning System has a real-world hands-on component and builds a
student portfolio with individual needs and goals. The program is aligned to state
standards and provides data in real time. Professional development has been provided
to staff. The program meets intensive programming needs and is vertically aligned.
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Teacher, Ms. Aiello provided her perspective on the use of this instructional tool. In
addition, next steps were shared and included evaluating student data, professional
development and vertical alignment.

F. Bogle-Assegai was impressed to hear the data results pertaining to student
outcomes and enthusiasm from the instructors.

Committee members commented that it was an excellent presentation and excited to
hear about this program for a specialized group of students.

4. Adjournment
At 7:22 p.m., a motion was made by T. Mack-Mohammed and seconded by F. Bogle-Assegai

to adjourn.

The motion passed unanimously 3-0-0.

H. Frydman, Chair
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Play Based Learning
March 25, 2025




Lisa Lamenzo,
Director of School Improvement

Samantha Straker
Principal, Wintonbury Early Childhood Magnet School

Jennifer Dwyer,
Principal, Laurel Literacy Academy

School Teams




Play-Based Learning

BPS Play-Based Learning Policy

“Play is a fundamental aspect of childhood
and a powerful tool for learning,
development, and well-being. The
Bloomfield Board of Education recognizes
the importance of play in the educational
process and is committed to supporting and
promoting play as an integral component for
engaging students in all areas of the
district’s curricula. Strategically aligning
play-based learning with curriculum
standards can help meet the Board’s goal to
realize increased academic gains while
improving executive function or
self-regulation among all students.”



https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/4093/bloomfieldpublic/4573153/6142.104_Play_Based_Learning_-_FINAL.pdf

Play-Based Learning

What is “Play-Based Learning”?

A pedagogical approach that emphasizes play in promoting learning and includes developmentally
appropriate strategies that can be integrated with existing learning standards. “Play-based learning”
does not mean time spent in recess or as part of a physical education course or instruction.

Guidance for Pre-K and Kindergarten

Play-based learning during the instructional time of each regular school day for all students in
kindergarten and PK

Must be incorporated and integrated into daily practice, allow for the needs of such students to
be met through free play, guided play and games, and be predominantly free of the use of
mobile electronics.

Guidance for Grades 1-5

Teachers are permitted to utilize play-based learning during the instructional time of a regular
school day for all students in grades one to five

Such play-based learning may be incorporated and integrated into daily practice, shall allow for
the needs of such students to be met through free play, guided play and games, and shall be
predominantly free of the use of mobile electronic devices.

Any play-based learning utilized under this policy must comply with the individualized
educational program (IEP) or plan pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended from time to time, for any student.

Beginning in the 2024-25 school year, play-based learning must be incorporated into annual
professional development programming for pre-K through grade five teachers.




Professional Learning

District: March 20, 2024
Play-Based Learning 101

Audience: All Laurel Staff PK-2 required, Open to
All PK-5 Staff

Presenters: Jennifer Dwyer, Principal of Laurel
Literacy Academy, and Lisa Smith-Horn,
Instructional Coach, Wintonbury
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urriculum Integration
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Play-Based Iin Action

The pictures below are from Mrs. Wenner’s class. Students
read a story about various aspects of their community. The
three pictured groups each built a different area- home, school
and town- then discussed the importance of their area’s role
within the community. They even represented themselves!
This is @ example of how we use play to learn!

Sensory Table
oo




Play-Based in A

Laurel Literacy Academy

Below is a picture of Eniyah Jenkins and Damira Davids
from Mrs. Wenner’s second grade. They are engaging
in a play based center to facilitate learning about
glaciers. They read A River of Ice, a nonfiction text

about glaciers. Students then used playdough, ice and

sand to mimic the effects of that frozen water has over
the landscape. Lock how intently they observe so they
can write about their observations. Great learning!




Principal’s Message

Good afterncon Laurel Village!

This year we are incorporating more play based This year we have a heightened focus on play based
learning opportunities into our daily practice. .- learning. Play based learning is an educational approach
There are twe ways that we have incorporated - : where instruction happened through play. Our teachers
P e S Silied T sIsTE 00 St ’ will layer into instruction explicit teaching, play based

S e T Iy e e learning and cooperative learning experiences. Mrs
that evoke creativity, self-expression, and ng pe g expe . .

development of other social emotional skills. The R Sk DelLisa’s class enjoyed a play based activity where they
other is through play based centers in ELA and R S HTTETEAN ; used objects to recreate a scene from their story. They

Math. In centers, teachers set up play activities B 3 a4 e > then used details from the story to explain what they

that reinforce or develop academic skills. In the created to classmates. Theyhad a great time learning
picture below, Ayla Harrington, Valerie _—
through play! r

Maldonado, and Mia Stanford created their own
math center to practice math facts, place value
and telling time!

Reminders:

-With that cold air approaching, we recommend
layers with a light jacket or sweater for recess.
As we get closer to winter weather, a thick coat,
gloves, scarf and hat are needed.
-Toys are not allowed at school and should be
kept at home. Electronics, including smart
watches, should never be in the school.
- Please be sure that NO candy comes into the
school, even for lunch time.

Enjoy the weekend! ~Mrs. Dwyer

Parent Corner- Play Based Learning

L
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Play-Based in Action

March 12th- Wintonbury
Instructional Open House

12

Rsaching All Learners Instructional Open House
Brief Description of leaming experience:

Children will use the scissors to cut out differe
they would like to read, or show their families! They
for these books at the library!

There are varied types of scissors that offer
amount of support so that all children are able to us
Children can also rip the flyer if cutting is too diffic
envelope for children to put their book choices i i

ighlight the look-for/s below
lused in the learning experience to supp
learners.




Next Steps

e May 21st- Play-Based Site Visit
e (Continue Curriculum Development
e (Continue Focus Walks
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