
Board of Education Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, December 12, 2023 6:30 PM
Beman Middle School, 1 Wilderman's Way, Middletown, CT 06457

I. Call to Order Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

II. Salute to the Flag Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

III. Adoption of Agenda Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

IV. District Highlights Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

IV.A. Introductions of New Elementary 
Principals for Snow and Bielefield Schools

Speaker(s): Jessie 
Lavorgna

IV.B. FoodCorps Introductions and Highlights Speaker(s): Jessie 
Lavorgna

IV.C. Strider Bike Donation + Bicycling 
Education

Speaker(s): Jessie 
Lavorgna

V. Public Session Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VI. Communications Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VI.A. Report of Student Representative Speaker(s): Nana 
Obeng

VII. Consent Agenda Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VII.A. Minutes of November 21, 2023 BOE Regular 
Meeting

Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VII.B. Minutes of December 2, 2023 Special 
Meeting Board Retreat

Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VII.C. MHS Robotics Team 9909 Out of State Field 
Trip

Speaker(s): Erin 
Scholes

VII.D. MHS Ultimate Frisbee Out of State Field 
Trip

Speaker(s): Trevor 
Charles

VII.E. MHS ACDA Conference and Ensembles Speaker(s): Stephanie 
Zak

VII.F. Every Child Art Experience Grant Summary Speaker(s): Natalie 
Forbes

VII.G. Policy # 6172.3  - Revise - Parent 
Instruction of Children at Home ( Home Schooling) 
- Second Reading

Speaker(s): Marco 
Gaylord

VII.H. Policy #6173 - Revise - 
Homebound/Hospitalized Instruction - Second 
Reading

Speaker(s): Marco 
Gaylord

VII.I. Policy #6172.5 - Revise - Pilot Programs 
- Second Reading

Speaker(s): Marco 
Gaylord

VII.J. Policy #6200 - Revise - Adult/Continuing 
Education - Second Reading

Speaker(s): Marco 
Gaylord

VIII. Department Reports Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VIII.A. Financial Report Speaker(s): Eduardo 
Miranda 

VIII.A.1. Action on Line Item Transfer Report Speaker(s): Eduardo 
Miranda 

VIII.B. Facilities Department Speaker(s): Kevin 
Dion



VIII.C. Personnel Report Speaker(s): Harry 
Snyder

VIII.D. Transportation Report Speaker(s): Mark 
Langton

IX. Superintendent's Report Speaker(s): Dr. 
Vazquez Matos

IX.A. Safety and Security Update Speaker(s): Dr. 
Vazquez Matos

IX.B. Kindergarten Entry Speaker(s): Dr. 
Vazquez Matos

X. Committees Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

X.A. Budget Committee Speaker(s): Charles 
Wiltsie

X.B. Curriculum Committee Speaker(s): Debra 
Guss

X.C. Facilities Committee Speaker(s): Harold 
Panciera

X.D. Policy Committee Speaker(s): Deborah 
Kleckowski

XI. Action Items Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

XI.A. Drone Business Class Speaker(s): Stacey 
McCann

XII. Future Agenda Items Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

XIII. Adjournment Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels





Board of Education Special Meeting  
Tuesday, November 21, 2023 6:30 PM Eastern 

Beman Middle School 

1 Wilderman's Way 

Middletown, CT 06457   

   

Sheila Daniels:    Present    

Rakim Grant:    Present    

Debra Guss:    Present    

Deborah Kleckowski:    Present    

Susan Owens:    Present    

Harold Panciera:    Present    

Charles Wiltsie:    Present    

Present: 7. 

  

I. Call to Order 

Dr. Vazquez Matos called the meeting to order at 6:32 PM. Ms. Carey conducted the roll call.  

All Board Members were present. 

II. Salute to the Flag 

Ms. Obeng led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

III. Election of Officers 

Dr. Vázquez Matos asked for nominations for Chair of the Board of Education.  Ms. Daniels was 

nominated by Ms. Guss and a second by Mr. Grant. Dr. Vázquez Matos explained the voting 

process.  Ms. Daniels was voted Chair of the Board of Education with 6 votes and one 

abstention.  

Ms. Daniels asked for nominations for Vice Chair of the Board of Education.  Mr. Grant was 

nominated by Ms. Guss.  Ms. Kleckowski was nominated by Mr. Wiltsie.  Mr. Grant was elected 

by a vote of 5-2.  Ms. Daniels asked for nominations for Secretary of the Board of Education.  

Mr. Grant nominated Ms. Guss for Secretary.  Ms. Guss was voted Secretary of the Board of 

Education with 6 votes and one abstention. 

III.A. Committee Assignments 

Committee Assignments will be discussed at a future meeting. 

IV. Adoption of Agenda 

There was a motion to adopt the agenda. This motion, made by Rakim Grant and seconded by 

Susan Owens, Carried. 

Sheila Daniels: Yea, Rakim Grant: Yea, Debra Guss: Yea, Deborah Kleckowski: Yea, Susan 

Owens: Yea, Harold Panciera: Yea, Charles Wiltsie: Yea 

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

There was no discussion. 

V. District Highlights 

V.A. Introduction of new Board of Education Members 

Ms. Lavorgna asked each Board of Education Member to introduce themselves.  Each member 

introduced themselves and gave an overview of their goals while on the Board.   



V.B. Taking Global Action at Lawrence School 

Ms. Lavorgna introduced the Lawrence School students and gave an overview of the project.  

The students worked with an organization to sell socks in order to donate funds to assist 

families to help access clean drinking water.  The students sold the socks to staff, students and 

parents.  They also donated socks to a local homeless shelter.  The funds that were raised were 

able to give 2,000 people access to clean drinking water and also a prostatic leg for a disabled 

gentleman.  The project is now in its second year. 

V.C. Creating Clean Air for All at Macdonough School 

Ms. Lavorgna introduced Eniola Shokunbi.  Ms. Shokundi gave an overview of her project 

and the speech that she gave at the press conference where the results were shared.  The 

speech was written about the EPA results from the test conducted on the air filter that Ms. 

Shokundi and her classmates built last year. 

V.D. Wesley Named School of Distinction 

Ms. Lavorgna shared that Wesley Elementary School was named a 2022 - 2023 School of 

Distinction by the Connecticut State Department of Education.  Mr. Cannata thanked the staff 

of Wesley for their hard work and passion for teaching.  He also thanked parents, Board of 

Education and Central Office Team for their support. 

V.E. Introduction to DEIB Coaches 

Introduction of DEIB Coaches will be highlighted at a later date.   

V.F. Proclamation: American Indian and Native Alaskan Heritage Month 

Ms. Lavorgna read the Proclamation for American Indian and Native Alaskan Heritage 

Month.   

  

VI. Public Session 

Chair Daniels explained the rules of Public Session.   

There were no public comments. 

  

VII. Communications 

VII.A. Report of Student Representative 

Student Representative Nana Obeng shared that fall sports have come to a close.  Class officer 

elections have been held.  Students enjoyed the annual Powder Puff game that was held and 

this is the first year it ended with a tie.  The winter sports tryouts will be held shortly.  The 

MHS Pep Rally will be held tomorrow. 

VIII. Consent Agenda 

A motion was made to approve the Consent Agenda. This motion, made by Debra Guss and 

seconded by Rakim Grant, Carried. 

Sheila Daniels: Yea, Rakim Grant: Yea, Debra Guss: Yea, Deborah Kleckowski: Yea, Susan 

Owens: Yea, Harold Panciera: Yea, Charles Wiltsie: Yea 

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

VIII.A. Minutes of October 10, 2023 BOE Regular Meeting 

VIII.B. Minutes of November 3, 2023 BOE Special Meeting 



VIII.C. Title IV. Grant 

VIII.D. Laura Bush Foundation Grant  

VIII.E. Rockfall Foundation Grant 

VIII.F. Grants Status Report 

VIII.G. Policy #6161.3 - Delete - Comparability of Services 

VIII.H. Policy #6161.31 - Delete - Title I Program 

VIII.I. Policy #6162.31 - Delete - Research Testing - Testing Exclusion 

IX. Department Reports 

IX.A. Financial Report 

Mr. Miranda shared that the business office is monitoring the Special Transportation line. This 

line tends to fluctuate during the year.  Mr. Miranda is working with Pupil Services to monitor 

this.  There were no questions. 

IX.A.1. Action on Line Item Transfer Report 

A motion to accept the transfers was made. This motion, made by Debra Guss and seconded 

by Charles Wiltsie, Carried. 

Sheila Daniels: Yea, Rakim Grant: Yea, Debra Guss: Yea, Deborah Kleckowski: Yea, 

Susan Owens: Yea, Harold Panciera: Yea, Charles Wiltsie: Yea 

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

Mr. Miranda reviewed the line item transfers.  They include transfers for dumpster 

placements, an adjustment for staff membership, and math curriculum materials.  There 

were no questions.   

IX.B. Facilities Department 

Mr. Gaylord shared that the new library media center is finished.   The design of the library 

was student-driven with their voices involved in the project.  The Lawrence playground and 

basketball courts are being completed.  The department is working on getting the winter 

equipment ready for the upcoming season.  

Ms. Guss asked about the Track and Field Project updates.  The committee is meeting next 

week and the funds should be appropiated.   

IX.C. Personnel Report 

Mr. Snyder highlighted that stay interviews will begin in December.  An employee manual 

will be presented to the Board shortly.  He shared information about a new applicant tracking 

system.  The new system would work with our payroll system and electronic time tracking 

system.  ESS, the company that handles substitutes, will be recruiting at the Tree Lighting this 

weekend.  They are eager to go into the community to recruit.  Ms. Kleckowski asked about 

daily sub rates.  Chair Daniels asked questions regarding different positions throughout the 

district. 

Ms. Daniels asked if paraprofessionals were in Kindergarten classes.  Dr. Vázquez Matos 

shared that through Alliance funding, teaching assistants will be added to classes based on 

need. 

Mr. Panciera asked about the science vacancies.  Ms. Kleckowski asked about the resignations 



and if there was a common reason for the resignation.   Mr. Snyder shared from resignation 

letters, most were for positions closer to home or for promotion. 

  

IX.D. Transportation Report 

Mr. Langton shared the many after school routes that are done daily.  Conduct reports have 

gone up since September. The department meets with the Dattco driver on a monthly basis.  

The monthly meetings address the expectation of student behavior and Mr. Langton works 

with the Principals and Vice Principals to address the situation.   

  

X. Superintendent's Report 

X.A. #MPSFutureMakers:  Creating Middletown's Future Through Our Work 

Dr. Vázquez Matos discussed that the entire district attended convocation before the start of 

the school year.  It allowed all the staff to hear one message.  #MPSFutureMakers came out of 

that gathering.  He explained that our work is in service of our students.  He described the 

structure and function of Central Office.  Dr. Vázquez Matos went into details of the roles of 

the Office of the Superintendent, Office of Teaching and Learning and the Office of 

Administration. 

XI. Committees 

XI.A. Budget Committee 

Mr. Wiltsie reported the committee did not meet in November but will meet in December. 

  

XI.B. Curriculum Committee 

Ms. Guss shared that a drone class elective proposal was reviewed.  It will be part of the 

Aerospace pathway and will be brought to the Board next month.  They also discussed early 

college experience courses at the high school.  UCONN professors teach the courses and 

credits can be transferred to most universities.  They discussed the resources to make the 

classes possible for as many students as possible. 

  

XI.C. Facilities Committee 

Mr. Gaylord shared the committee met on November 1.  They discussed the Air Quality Grant 

and the need for Facilities Department storage. 

XI.D. Policy Committee 

Dr. Vázquez Matos shared that there was no Policy Committee in November.   

XII. Action Items 

XII.A. PIMF Grant 

A motion to accept the PIMF Grant was made. This motion, made by Deborah Kleckowski 

and seconded by Debra Guss, Carried. 

Sheila Daniels: Yea, Rakim Grant: Yea, Debra Guss: Yea, Deborah Kleckowski: Yea, Susan 

Owens: Yea, Harold Panciera: Yea, Charles Wiltsie: Yea 

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 



Dr. Vázquez Matos explained the Professional Improvement Fund Grant Award.  The 

committee approved 6 applicants.  Ms. Pawlak shared that these professional development 

grants are training opportunities to specific areas that teachers can focus on. 

XII.B. Policy # 6172.3  - Revise - Parent Instruction of Children at Home ( Home Schooling) 

A motion to accept Policy # 6172.3 was made. This motion, made by Rakim Grant and 

seconded by Harold Panciera, Carried. 

Sheila Daniels: Yea, Rakim Grant: Yea, Debra Guss: Yea, Deborah Kleckowski: Yea, Susan 

Owens: Yea, Harold Panciera: Yea, Charles Wiltsie: Yea 

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

XII.C. Policy #6173 - Revise - Homebound/Hospitalized Instruction 

A motion to accept Policy #6173 was made. This motion, made by Rakim Grant and seconded 

by Debra Guss, Carried. 

Sheila Daniels: Yea, Rakim Grant: Yea, Debra Guss: Yea, Deborah Kleckowski: Yea, Susan 

Owens: Yea, Harold Panciera: Yea, Charles Wiltsie: Yea 

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

XII.D. Policy #6172.5 - Revise - Pilot Programs 

There was an unanimous vote to move Policy #6172.5 forward. 

XII.E. Policy #6200 - Revise - Adult/Continuing Education 

A motion to accept Policy #6200 was made. This motion, made by Rakim Grant and seconded 

by Charles Wiltsie, Carried. 

Sheila Daniels: Yea, Rakim Grant: Yea, Debra Guss: Yea, Deborah Kleckowski: Yea, Susan 

Owens: Yea, Harold Panciera: Yea, Charles Wiltsie: Yea 

Yea: 7, Nay: 0 

XIII. Future Agenda Items 

There were no future agenda items discussed. 

XIV. Adjournment 

Chair Daniels adjourned the meeting at 8:02 PM.   



Board of Education 

Special Meeting 

Annual Retreat Workshop 

Conference Room B, 311 Hunting Hill Ave. 

Middletown, CT 06457 

Saturday December 2, 2023 9:00 AM 

 

Board Members Present:  Sheila Daniels, Debra Guss, Deborah Kleckowski, Susan Owens, 

Harold Panciera,  

Others Present:  Dr. Vázquez Matos Superintendent of Schools, Stacey McCann Assistant 

Superintendent of Teaching and Learning, Jennifer Cannata, Assistant Superintendent of 

Operations 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairwoman Daniels called the meeting to order at 9:10 AM. 

 

Dr. Vázquez Matos welcomed and everyone introduced themselves. 

  

II.  BOARD RETREAT 

 

Attorney Natalia Sieira Millan from Shipman and Goodwin and Patrice McCarthy, Executive 

Director and General Counsel of CABE welcomed Board Members.  Topics included Board 

Member roles and responsibilities, FOIA and Communications.  Board Members were able to 

ask questions.   

III.  OTHER 

Ms. Daniels asked if there was any other business that needed to be discussed.  There was no 

other business. 

IV. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION:  Ms. Daniels adjourned the meeting at 12:20 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Debra Guss 

Secretary of the Board of Education 

DG/jc 

 



















 

 

 

Office of Your Department 
Unlocking the Potential in ALL Students 

 

Natalie Forbes, Director of Innovation & Grants 

forbesn@mpsct.org     |     (860) 638-1414 

311 Hunting Hill Ave, Middletown, CT  06457  

www.middletownschools.org 
 

Board of Education Report 

12.2.2023 

Every Child Art Experience Grant Summary 

 

 

The Every Child Art Experience grant is a $2,500 award given directly to schools to support 

taking students to an out of school art experience. Experiencing and participating in art is an 

essential part of creating strong communities and developing healthy, engaged, and creative 

students. Understanding that not all students have equal access to the arts, this program seeks 

to close the gap in access and prioritizes school in Alliance and Opportunity Districts. 

 

Macdonough Elementary School has requested a grant to take 50 x 4th grade students to a 

multidisciplinary performance, by Cuartro Puntos, Naratio, and the Ekklesia Contemporary 

Ballet Company, “ Through The Eyes of Children Project” on March 8, 2024, to include poetry, 

live music, and dance that highlights the creative power of resettled refugee youth and their 

ability to influence the global conversation around displacement through cultural production at 

the Wadsworth Mansion in Middletown, CT. 

 

TOTAL REQUESTED: $2,500  

 

SUBMITTED BY:  NATALIE FORBES, DIRECTOR OF INNOVATION & GRANTS 

 



 

 

6172.3 
 

 

 

Instruction 

Parent Instruction of Children at Home 

 
 

The Middletown Board of Education (“Board”) believes that formal education in the public schools 

is highly beneficial both for the child and for the society, but it also recognizes the right of parents 

to fulfill their obligation to ensure an education of their children by schooling them at home. The 

Board instructs the school administration to work cooperatively with the parents of home-schooled 

students if such parents wish to enroll their students in the Middletown Public Schools. 

 

Home schooled students are viewed by the Board as non-public school students and such students 

are not eligible for school programs, activities, or usage of school facilities. 

 

Parents who wish to educate their child at home should file with the Superintendent of Schools a 

"Notice of Intent, Instruction at Home" form within ten (10) days of the start of the home instruction 

program. A Notice of Intent will only be effective for the school year in which it is filed. 

 

Legal references:   Connecticut General Statutes 

 

10-184 Duties of parents. 

 

10-220 Duties of Boards of Education. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy adopted: September 3, 1996 MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Policy revised: November 14, 2006 Middletown, Connecticut 

 

Commented [1]: Recommend removing this language 

(“part of the system’s educational responsibility and are 

not”) because the District is still obligated to locate, evaluate 

and identify homeschooled students for purposes of special 

education; however, the District is not obligated to educate 

or provide special education services to such students. 



 

 

POLICY 6173 

Instruction 
 

Homebound and Hospitalized Instruction for Medical Reasons 

In accordance with the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies Section 10-76d-15, the 

Middletown Board of Education (the “Board”) shall provide instruction to a student enrolled in 

the Middletown Public Schools (the “District”) when such student is unable to attend school due 

to a verified medical reason, which may include mental health issues.  

Homebound and hospitalized instruction shall be available to students who are unable to attend 

school for medical reasons, which may include mental health issues, that have been verified by the 

student’s treating physician in accordance with the requirements of state regulations, this policy 

and any associated administrative regulations, for a period of at least ten (10) consecutive school 

days or short, repeated periods of time during the school year. The purpose of homebound and 

hospital instruction shall be to maintain the continuity of the child’s general education program 

and, in the case of a child with a disability eligible for special education and related services, to 

enable the child to continue to participate in the general education curriculum and to progress 

towards meeting the goals and objectives in the child’s Individualized Education Program (“IEP”). 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a student’s Planning and Placement Team (“PPT”) or Section 504 

Team may determine that a student requires homebound or hospital instruction in order to provide 

the student with a Free Appropriate Public Education (“FAPE”), in accordance with the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (“IDEA”) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (“Section 

504”). 

A PPT shall consider the educational needs of a student with a disability who is medically complex 

and the need for instruction to be provided in accordance with an IEP when said student is not able 

to attend school. A student with a “medically complex” disability is one who has a serious, ongoing 

illness or chronic condition for at least one year and requires prolonged or intermittent 

hospitalization and ongoing medical treatments or medical devices to compensate for the loss of 

bodily functions. 

No teacher shall accept remuneration for tutoring students enrolled in their class during the school 

year unless the student is designated as a homebound student and the teacher has been assigned 

such tutoring by an administrator within the District. 

The Board directs the Superintendent to develop administrative regulations to guide the 

implementation of this policy. 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

10-76d. Duties and powers of Boards of Education to provide 

special education programs and services. 

 

Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies 

 10-76d-15 Homebound and hospitalized instruction 

 

 
 

Policy adopted: March 10, 2015 MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Middletown, Connecticut 



 

SG-20581920.3 - 9/27/2023 9:17 AM 

6172.5 
 

 

 

Instruction 

Pilot Programs and Research Projects 

 
 

Recognizing that research projects often furnish a sound basis for substantiating and/or improving 
the instructional program, it is the policy of the Middletown Board of Education (the “Board”) to 
encourage the development and operation of soundly designed research projects and pilot 
programs by its professional staff and other professionals outside of the school district. Such 
projects and programs may be financed by the Board, state and federal agencies, private 
foundations, and other groups, or a combination of such sources. 

 

Before the implementation of any research project or pilot program with the Middletown Public 
Schools (the “District”), an application to conduct educational research or conduct a pilot must be 

submitted to the Superintendent. Applications can be found on the district website.    
 

Approval by the Superintendent shall be based on the purpose of the study, outlined objectives, 
soundness of the research design, the financial cost to the District, its impact on other courses and 
programs, methods of evaluation to be used, whether and to what extent personally identifiable 
student information will be used, compliance with applicable laws and regulations, and educational 
benefits that may accrue to the District as a result of the research project or pilot program.  Any 
individual or group seeking to engage in a research project or pilot program shall fill out the 
application to conduct educational research outlining these elements to the Superintendent. 
  
A report of all research projects and pilot programs being carried on within the District shall be 
provided to the Board at least twice each year.  Only those research projects and pilot programs 
approved in accordance with this policy shall be permitted within the District.  

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Policy adopted: October 1, 2001 MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy revised: December 19, 2006 Middletown, Connecticut 
 



POLICY 6200(a) 
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Instruction 

 
Adult/Continuing Education 

 

I. Adult Education Program 

 

The Middletown Board of Education (the “Board”) recognizes that education is a lifelong 

process. Therefore, the Board of Education shall establish and maintain a program of adult 

education classes in accordance with Connecticut law. The Adult Education Program (the 

“Program”) shall be open to all residents of the towns served who are over the age of 17 and not 

enrolled in a full-time program of study in any local or regional school district unless (1) such 

person receives the approval of the school principal of the school in which such person is enrolled 

in such full-time program, or (2) such person is enrolled in an adult education activity as part of 

an alternative educational opportunity during a period of expulsion, in accordance with the 

provisions of Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-233d. Any student who is both under age 17 and a parent 

may attend adult education classes if such person’s request is approved by a majority vote of the 

Board present and voting at a regular or special meeting of the Board called for such purpose. 

 

Successful completion of required course credits results in receipt of an adult high school credit 

diploma by the Board. The Board shall also provide certified counseling staff to assist adult 

students in the Program with educational and career counseling. The Board directs the 

Middletown Public Schools (“District”) Administration to determine the minimum number of 

weeks per semester the Program shall operate. 

 

A. Courses Taught and Fees 

 

The Program shall provide instruction in Americanization and United States citizenship, English 

for adults with limited English proficiency, and elementary and secondary school completion 

programs or classes. The program shall also offer a variety of subjects to serve civic, cultural, 

vocational, and avocational needs of the community, which may include but are not limited to 

(i) any subject provided by the elementary and secondary schools of the Board, including 

vocational education, (ii) adult literacy, (iii) parenting skills, and (iv) any other subject or activity. 

The program may also offer college preparatory classes, for which the Board may charge a fee, 

for adults who (i) have obtained a high school diploma or its equivalent, and (ii) require 

postsecondary developmental education that will enable such adults to enroll directly in a 

program of higher learning at an institution of higher education upon completion of such classes. 

Course offerings shall be determined by response to courses previously given and by newly 

arising needs and interests, subject to limitations of the physical plant, personnel and equipment. 

 

Classes shall be made available at fees to be established by the Board. No tuition shall be charged 

for residents of Middletown or cooperating school districts who enroll in mandated adult 

education classes for adult basic skills, a program leading to high school completion, 

Americanization and United States citizenship and English for adults with limited English 



POLICY 6200(a) 
 

SG-20637912.4 - 10/12/2023 11:53 AM 

proficiency. Other courses may be taught only when the number of interested adults is sufficient 

to form a class of proper size, and when a qualified teacher, adequate facilities and appropriate 

supervision can be made available. The Board reserves the right to cancel a class if these elements 

are not met prior to the commencement of the class and to offer non-credit courses, classes or 

activities. 

 

B. Credits for Award of Diploma 

 

The Board shall grant an adult high school credit diploma to those adult education program 

participants who have satisfactorily completed a minimum of twenty-five (25) adult education 

credits of which not fewer than four (4) shall be in English; not fewer than three (3) in 

mathematics, including one (1) in algebra and one (1) in geometry; not fewer than three (3) shall 

be in science, including at least one (1) in biology or life science; not fewer than 3.5 shall be in 

social studies, including at least one in American History and one half-credit (.5) in civics and 

American government; and not fewer than one (1) in the arts or vocational education. 

 

The Board shall also award: 

 

1. Credit for experiential learning, including: 

 

a. Not more than two (2) nonrequired credits for military experience, including 

training; 

b. not more than one (1) vocational education nonrequired and one (1) required or 

not more than two (2) nonrequired credits for occupational experience, including 

training; and   

c. not more than one (1) nonrequired credit for community service or avocational 

skills; 

 

2. Credit for successful completion of courses taken for credit at state-accredited 

institutions, including public and private community colleges, technical colleges, 

community-technical colleges, four-year colleges and universities and approved 

public and private high schools and technical education and career schools; 
 

3. Not more than six (6) credits for satisfactory performance on subject matter tests 

demonstrating prior learning competencies; and 

 

4. Not more than three (3) credits for independent study projects, provided that not more 

than one (1) such credit shall be applied per subject area for the subject areas of 

English, mathematics, science, social studies, and arts or vocational education. 

 

I. National External Diploma Program 

 

Alternatively, the Board shall grant a high school diploma to those adults who successfully 

complete an online portfolio assessment program through the National External Diploma 

Program (NEDP). The NEDP provides a secondary school credential designed for adults who 

have gained skills through life experiences and demonstrated competence in a particular job, 



POLICY 6200(a) 
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talent or academic area.



POLICY

 6200(b) 
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Instruction 

Adult/Continuing Education 

 

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes 

 

10-67 Definitions 10-69 Adult education. 

10-71 (as amended by P.A. 03-100) and 10-71a State grants for adult 

education programs. 

 

10-73a Adult education fees and charges; waivers. Adult 

education school activity fund 

 

10-73b Grants for adult education services of programs conforming to 

state plan. 

 

10-73d Request of certain students to attend adult education classes. 

Assignment. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Policy adopted: September 3, 1996 MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Policy revised: February 10, 2004 Middletown, Connecticut 

Policy revised: April 10, 2007  

Policy revised: December 10, 2013  

 

















Tuesday, December 12, 2023

BOE Monthly 
Human Resources 

Report



● Staffing: Time Period – November 1 – November 30, 2023

New Hires – 16
● Certified: 7
● LTS (Kindergarten, Lawrence - covering medical leave) 
● LTS (Math, Beman - covering medical leave) 
● Elementary Principal (Bielefield) 
● Elementary Principal (Snow) 
● (Contracted) School Psychologist (Farm Hill - covering vacancy) 
● ESL Instructor (Adult Ed - Rocky Hill) 
● PE Teacher (Spencer) 

● Non Certified: 9
● Para Educator - (Macdonough) 
● Admin Sec II (Adult Ed) 
● Admin Sec II (Pupil Services) 
● Admin Sec III (Pupil Services) 

New hires continued on next slide 

Monthly HR Update



● Staffing: Time Period – November 1 – November 30, 2023

● Non Certified Hires (continued)

● Interim Payroll Coordinator (Central Office) 
● Para Educator - (Wesley) 
● ICM Para Educator - (Farm Hill) 
● SEL Interventionist - (Beman) 
● Para Educator - (Spencer) 

Monthly HR Update



● Staffing: Time Period – November 1 – November 30, 2023

● Retirements: 0

● Certified staff: 0
● Non Certified staff: 0

● Resignations: 6
●

Certified staff: 4

● Science Teacher - (Beman)
● Elementary Teacher - (Lawrence)
● English Teacher - (MHS)
● Special Ed Teacher - (Farm Hill) 

separations continued on next slide
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● Staffing: Time Period – November 1 – November 30, 2023

Resignations – continued 

● Non Certified: 2

● Sub Para Educator 
● Cafe Worker 

Monthly HR Update



● Staffing: Time Period – November 1 – November 30, 2023
● Vacancies

● Certified: openings

● Science - Beman (Pending Recommendation) 
● Science - Beman (Pending Recommendation) 
● ESL Instructor (.5 FTE) - Adult Ed - New grant funded position 
● LTS - Grade 4 - Bielefield (Medical leave 11/2023-2/2024) 
● ELA Teacher - MHS 
● Math Teacher - MHS (LTS assigned) 
● School Psychologist - Farm Hill (Services being provided by vendor) 
● Special Education Teacher - Farm Hill 
● Special Education Teacher - MHS 
● LTS - Special Ed Teacher - Macdonough (Maternity Coverage 10/2023 - 2/2024)
● LTS - Special Ed Teacher - Beman (Maternity Coverage 11/2023 - 1/2024) 

Vacancies continued on next slide 
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● Staffing: Time Period – November 1 – November 30, 2023 

● Vacancies – continued 

● Speech Language Pathologist - Beman 
● Speech Language Pathologist - MHS 

● Non-Certified 
Para-Educators – 32
● Beman Middle School – 5
● Bielefield Elementary School – 1
● Farm Hill Elementary School – 1
● Lawrence Elementary School – 1
● Middletown High School – 16
● Middletown Transition Center – 1
● Snow Elementary School – 4
● Spencer Elementary School – 3
vacancies continued on next slide 
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● Staffing: Time Period – November 1 – November 30, 2023

● Vacancies – continued

Other Non-Certified Positions

● MTC Tutor 
● Accounts Clerk II - MHS 
● Admin Sec III - Operations - Central Office
● School Custodian I – Lawrence – interview 12/7
● School Custodian I - Macdonough – interview 12/7
● SAE Interventionist - Ag Sci - MHS 

Monthly HR Update





MIDDLETOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION 
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

November 9, 2023 
Zoom 

5:30 PM 

 

Board of Education (BOE) 

Committee Members Present 

Debra Guss, BOE Member 

 

Also Present 

Stacey McCann, Assistant Superintendent of Teaching 

and Learning 

Dawn Brooks, Principal Middletown High School 

(“MHS”) 

Paul Pelletier, Aerospace and Engineering Teacher  

Dr. Bobb-Jo Wathen, Director of School Counseling  

 

 

1. Call to order and Introductions:  Committee Chair Debra Guss called the meeting to 

order at 5:30 p.m. and introductions were made.  

 

2. New Course Proposal – Drone Business Course: Mr. Pelletier next provided an 

overview of the Aerospace class offerings at MHS and of a proposed Drone Small 

Business class.  Mr. Pelletier then provided more detail on the proposed new course, 

highlighting that the course qualified as a Capstone Aerospace Pathways course and that 

it provided an interdisciplinary approach to aerospace learning.  He also reported that 

the course was provided through a partnership with a local Connecticut company, 

Aquiline Drones. A discussion followed. It was noted that the course would be brought 

forward to the BOE at a future meeting. 

 

3. ECE Credit Classes at MHS:  Ms. Wathen then provided an overview of Early 

College Experience (“ECE”) classes at MHS, including the number of classes, the 

process for enrolling in these courses and the demographic data for the students taking 

these classes.  She also highlighted the benefits for students taking these classes, 

including receiving college credits at many universities and colleges outside of the state 

and plans to expand ECE course through partnering with additional Connecticut 

universities.  A discussion followed regarding the support offered to assist students in 

the enrollment process for these courses.   

  

4. Adjournment: Committee Chair Debra Guss then adjourned the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 



Middletown Public Schools

Middletown Public Schools
 Aerospace Education

2021 FAA Award: Outstanding 
Contribution To Aviation Education

Paul Pelletier

Aerospace Education Teacher



Current and Recommended 
Aerospace Offerings



Aerospace Elective - Proposal
Course: Drone Small Business Full Year: Grades 10, 11, 12

Credits: 1.0 Prerequisite: Drone and Flight Science

Connecticut State College System Certificate

Description: Students will embark on a high tech 
journey and will experience the power of Commercial 
Drones. Successful completion of this course includes a 
Connecticut State College System Certificate. This 
course highlights mission planning and operations 
management of running a drone power washing 
business.  Students will study topics such as Industry 
Overview, Commercial Drone Systems, Business plan, 
Financial services, Mission assets.  

Course is Aerospace Pathway Capstone.  
Interdisciplinary content/ Reading /Writing etc…

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vzzMormzwKoitmJtnhQvFAea9v7ir0oKsxmmBy-i1ik/edit?usp=sharing


Middletown Aerospace Education



Additional Information
Benefits:

Aquiline Drones is a Connecticut Based Minority owned 
business

Aquiline Drones has contracted to host Middletown 
Aerospace students as Interns for three summers.  

Drone Business course is in support of MPS district 
Strategic Operating Plan (S.O.P.)

Increase student engagement with relevant content 

Flight Science represents Pillar #1: Connecticut 2023 
Initiative: Communicate Aerospace Career Opportunities to 
Connecticut Youth.

Thank You!

Possible Challenges:

Schedule is “student driven”- elective 

Guidance Department can Guide-and-Counsel 
students to lucrative Aerospace careers.
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