
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Tuesday, June 19, 2012 6:00 PM
Middletown Common Council Chambers, 245 DEKOVEN DRIVE, MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457, 
Middletown, CT 06457

I. Call to Order Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

II. Salute to the Flag Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

III. Adoption of Agenda Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

IV. Public Session Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

V. Communications Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

V.A. Report of Student Representative Speaker(s): Michael 
Durso

VI. Consent Agenda Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

VI.A. Minutes of June 5, 2012 BOE Regular 
Meeting

Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

VI.B. Personnel Action Speaker(s): John 
Sullivan

VI.C. Primary Mental Health Program Grant Speaker(s): Elizabeth 
Nocera

VI.D. Bylaw #9325 Meeting Conduct (revision) - 
Second Reading

Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VI.E. Policy #5141.21 Administering Medication 
(revision)- Second Reading

Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VI.F. Policy #6141.321 Acceptable Use of the 
Internet (revision) - Second Reading

Speaker(s): Sheila 
Daniels

VII. Report of the Superintendent

VII.A. District Data Team Speaker(s): J. 
Sullivan/S. Daniels

VII.B. District News Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

VIII. Committees

VIII.A. Budget Committee Speaker(s): Ted 
Raczka

VIII.B. Communications Committee Speaker(s): Ryan 
Kennedy

VIII.C. Curriculum Committee Speaker(s): Franca 
Biales

VIII.D. Feasibility Committee Speaker(s): Ed McKeon
VIII.E. Policy Committee Speaker(s): Sheila 

Daniels
VIII.F. Representative Reports Speaker(s): G. 

Nocera/C. McClellan
IX. Action Items

IX.A. Board of Education Meeting Schedule 2012 
- 2013

Speaker(s): David 
Larson

X. Future Agenda Items



X.A. New Items

XI. Pending Litigation Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

XI.A. Executive Session Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera

XII. Adjournment Speaker(s): Gene 
Nocera



Board of Education Regular Meeting
June 5, 2012, 7:00 PM

Middletown Common Council Chambers

I. CALL TO ORDER
Board Members Present: Franca Biales, Sheila Daniels, Ava Hart, Ryan Kennedy, Cheryl McClellan, Ed 
McKeon, Gene Nocera, Ted Raczka, and Mitchell Wynn
Board Members Absent: None
Others Present:  Interim Superintendent of Schools Dr. David Larson, Interim Associate Superintendent 
for Teaching and Learning Dr. John Sullivan, Business Manager Nancy Haynes, Director of Facilities Ken 
Jackson, Director of Grant Services Elizabeth Nocera, Lawrence School Principal Enza Macri, Student 
Representative Michael Durso, Assistant to the Superintendent/Board Secretary Marcy Poppel, MFT 
Representative Steve McKeever, Hartford Courant Reporter Shawn Beals, Middletown Press Reporter Jim 
Salemi, and seventy-four  (74) visitors.
Chair Nocera called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.

II. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
Student Rep Michael Durso led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
MOTION: Adoption of the Agenda passed with a motion by Ms. Daniels and a second by Mr. 

McKeon – unanimous vote.

IV. DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS - RECOGNITIONS
Mr. McKeon stated that this evening the Board is recognizing three groups from Middletown 
High School, the Girls Dance Team, the DECA Club, and the Chemistry Club.  Below is an 
overview of their accomplishments.
IV.A. Middletown High School Girls Dance Team
This was one of the most exciting seasons that the Middletown High School Dance Team has 
experienced in years.  The girls were very dedicated and worked very hard to achieve what they 
did throughout the competition season.  The season consisted of 4 competitions, 3 in which the 
dance team came in first place.  They started the season placing first in high school hip hop at the 
Oxford competition on January 14th, and also walked away with the overall highest score out of 
every team that competed that day.  The team then placed third in high school hip hop at the 
Woodland competition on January 28th.  The Dance Team's third competition took place at 
Quinnipiac University on February 11th where the girls won first place out of 8 teams in the high 
school hip hop division.  To finish up the season the girls competed at the Connecticut State 
Dance Team Championships March 3rd and came in first place in the large hip hop division, 
making them State Champions.  The girls placed first out of 10 teams in their division.  The team 
was beyond excited and so proud of this huge accomplishment and was very happy to bring home 
a win for Middletown.

IV.B. Middletown High School DECA Club
Middletown DECA, the largest and most successful DECA program in the state and recognized as 
a top 1% program, is a student organization of 160 Junior and Senior students at Middletown 
High School. DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for careers in marketing, 
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finance, hospitality and management in high schools and colleges around the globe. There are 
over 200,000 DECA students in 5000 high schools and hundreds of colleges worldwide.

In February of this year, students from Middletown DECA competed at the annual state 
competition against approximately 1000 students from around the state. There are over 50 
competitive events in which students must take a rigorous test, perform case study presentations 
and create and present business plans. Events include Marketing, Finance, Entrepreneurship, 
Hospitality, Business Ethics, Sports and Entertainment, Travel and Tourism, Human Resources 
and many others. Out of 50 students from our city that competed, Middletown DECA had 39 
winners, 17 of which were first place winners. This was another record-breaking year.
At the end of April, 22 students from Middletown DECA competed at the International Career 
Development Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah.  15,000 students from around the globe, that 
had won at their respective local competitions, attended the conference.
Students had to again complete rigorous written testing and multiple case study and business plan 
presentations. The young women and men of Middletown DECA brought pride to our school and 
city by earning seven medals, which was half the total of all of Connecticut, and 13 certificates of 
merit. Middletown DECA was also recognized as one of the top 1% of all DECA programs in the 
world.
IV.C. Middletown High School Chemistry Club
Eight Middletown High School Chemistry students competed with 24 other schools at the 
Regional Chemistry Olympiad competition at UCONN in March.  The team: Sophomores: Terry 
Nyguen, Haley Rugh, Hannah Brenton, Sam Angle, Richa Gupta, Junior:  Drew Cietek, and 
Seniors: Lizzy Paquette and Randy Hamchand placed first in the non-AP category.  Randy 
Hamchand was one of the top 29 of 218 competitors to earn a spot to compete for a chance to take 
the national exam in April.
Since 2006, Ms. Downer has selected a group of eight students who are currently or have 
previously taken chemistry to compete on behalf of the school.  The students attend extra practice 
sessions with her afterschool (sometimes over vacation) to prepare.  They have won in their 
category every year since 2006 except for 2009 when they placed third.  In 2007, one of our 
students scored the highest score in the State of Connecticut and 2nd highest in Connecticut and 
Massachusetts, earning himself a chance to compete in the national exam and 50% off tuition 
scholarship to UCONN.
Chair Nocera congratulated the staff, students and parents.
Ms. Daniels asked each student to come forward and introduce themselves.

IV.D. Introduction of New High School Assistant Principal and New High School Dean of 
Students

Chair Nocera called forward incoming Middletown High School Principal Colleen Weiner who 
introduced and welcomed the newest members of the Middletown High School Administrative 
Team.  Mr. Joe DiNatale is the new Assistant Principal and Mr. Ryan Mertel is the new Dean of 
Students at Middletown High School.  Mr. DiNatale and Mr. Merkel thanked the Board said they 
look forward to joining the Middletown High School community.
A brief recess was called by Chair Nocera at 7:19 PM.
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The Chair reconvened the meeting at 7:24 PM.

V. PUBLIC SESSION
Chair Nocera explained the rules of Public Session.
Donna Gagnon Smith addressed the Board about deliberate indifference.
Lee B. Smith stated the microphone is not working, and spoke about the Office of Civil Rights, his request 
for verified counts of acts of bullying, and an alleged student matter.

VI. COMMUNICATIONS
VI.A. Report of Student Representative
Student Rep Michael Durso shared that Elizabeth Fraulino is the winner of the Ivon and Mario 
Newberg Student Council Scholarship.  They are currently working on Senior Wall hand painting.

VII. CONSENT AGENDA
MOTION: Move to accept the Consent Agenda passed with a motion by Ms. Daniels and a second 

by Mr. Kennedy – unanimous vote.
VII.A. Minutes of May 8, 2012 BOE Regular Meeting
VII.B. Personnel Action
VII.C. Professional Improvement Fund
VII.D. Carl D. Perkins Grant
VII.E. Extended Field Trip - DECA trip to California April, 2013

VIII. REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
VIII.A. District Data Team (DDT)
Dr. Sullivan commended the DDT.  He said ad hoc leadership of the DDT has been given to 
Lawrence Principal Enza Macri.  He noted that the State Department and he are extremely 
impressed with Ms. Macri and the DDT.  Ms. Macri provided the Board with an overview of what 
transpired at the last DDT meeting.   She encouraged Board members to contact her for more 
information and explanations.  Mr. McKeon suggested there be a Board Workshop to ensure the 
Board has a clear understanding of the Common Core.  There was a discussion of the 
approximately $790,000 ECS money the district will receive.  Dr. Larson responded to questions.
VIII.B. Transportation Report
Mr. Jackson reported that it was a very quiet month for Transportation.  Dr. Larson and Mr. 
Jackson responded to Board member questions. 
VIII.C. District News
Dr. Larson shared that it was recently announced that the Wesleyan Upward Bound program will 
no longer be funded by the State.  The program has been at Wesleyan for 45 years.  Meetings 
have and continue to be held to get funding from other sources.  Dr. Larson suggested using some 
of the ECS funds and double the approximate $32,000 amount it contributes for this program. 
Dr. Larson noted interviews are underway for a new Farm Hill Elementary School principal and 
next week there will be interviews for the Keigwin and WWMS principal positions.  



6-5-12
Page 4

There was a discussion of the Upward Bound program and Upward Bound funding allocation of 
those communities in Fairfield County, specifically, Bridgeport.  Mr. McKeon noted that meetings 
are being held to raise the funds and Senator Paul Doyle is assisting.  Mr. Kennedy suggested 
getting Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro involved and Dr. Larson stated she is.

IX. COMMITTEES
IX.A. Budget Committee

IX.A.1. Financial Statement
Committee Chair Ted Raczka said the Committee met yesterday.  He stated the good 
news is the district will end this fiscal year in balance.  Further down this evening’s 
agenda is an action item for line item transfers.
Mr. Raczka responded to questions about line item transfers.  There was a discussion 
about having a workshop to set Board goals. It was suggested to do this after a new 
Superintendent is in place.

IX.B. Communications Committee
Committee Chair Ryan Kennedy said due to scheduling conflicts there was no meeting in May.  
He noted the June meeting conflicts with graduation, therefore, there will be no June meeting. He 
reported he had spoken with Donna Marino about community participation and that she has put 
together a brochure and will share it with her contacts.  When Ryan receives it he will share it 
with Board members for them to share with their contacts.  It will also be put on the district’s 
website.
IX.C. Curriculum Committee
Committee Chair Franca Biales said the next Committee meeting will be June 19th at 1:15 PM.
IX.D. Feasibility Committee
Committee Chair Ed McKeon did not meet because of the Awards Banquet.
IX.E. Policy Committee
Committee Chair Sheila Daniels stated that the Committee had met and are bringing forward 
policies this evening for Board approval.  She also noted that the Committee held a brief meeting 
this morning.
IX.F. Representative Reports
Chair Gene Nocera reported that the ACES Board held their final meeting for this school year last 
week.
Ms. McClellan reported that TEMS did not meet and the next meeting will be in the fall.

X. ACTION ITEMS
X.A. DATTCO Contractor Renewal
Dr. Larson said he was approached by Mr. Don DeVivo of Dattco offering rolling over the Dattco 
contract for five years.  The current contact calls for a 4% increase in 2012 - 2013.  Mr. DeVivo is 
willing to change the 4% increase to a 3.5% increase in the new five-year contract.  Mr. DeVivo 
also offered to reduce the contract for next year by $100,000.  Dr. Larson recommends the Board 
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accept DATTCO’s offer of a five-year contract at 3.5% annually.  He noted the contract language 
is exactly as it has been in the past.  Dr. Larson responded to questions.

MOTION: Move to accept the new five-year DATTCO Contract which begins in July, 2013, and 
accept the offer to reduce our 2012 - 2013 contract by $100,000 was made with a motion 
by Ms. Daniels and a second by Mr. Raczka.

Dr. Larson stated our district has used DATTCO’s services for over twenty years and not experienced 
problems similar to those of other districts.  If the Board approves this, the Chair will sign the contract.
VOTE: Move to accept DATTCO’s offer passed with a unanimous vote.

X.B. 2012 - 2013 Budget Reallocation
Dr. Larson reiterated that the budget the Board of Education received from the City is $1.65 
million less than requested.  He met with Central Office administration to discuss possible cuts.  
Everyone stepped up to the plate and the document in the Board packet is what they came up 
with.  Dr. Larson recommended the Board accept the budget and waive Policy #3560, as we will 
have no capital in this budget and to move to accept the proposed reductions.  Dr. Larson said 
Councilman Serra approached the Board and some projects will be accomplished through 
bonding.  Dr. Larson and Mr. Jackson responded to questions.  Mr. Raczka suggested this action 
be divided into two motions, one to waive the capital Policy #3560 and one for the proposed 
reductions.

MOTION: Move to waive Policy #3560 that requires the Board to allocate an amount equal to one-
quarter percent (1/4%) of the annual budget to Capital Improvements was made by Ms. 
Daniels and a second by Mr. McKeon.

There was a discussion.  Mr. Raczka expressed concerns of making an exception to this 
longstanding policy, felt it was not good financial planning, and stated he would not be supporting 
the motion.  Dr. Larson stated that we are not in normal times.  Ms. Daniels preferred doing this to 
having one less teacher and commended Dr. Larson and his staff for their efforts.  Mr. Jackson 
stated under these circumstances he was in support of this, however, he would not encourage the 
Board to do this on an annual basis.

VOTE: The motion to waive Policy #3560 passed with eight (8) in favor – Ms. Biales, Ms. 
Daniels, Ms. Hart, Mr. Kennedy, Ms. McClellan, Mr. McKeon, Mr. Nocera and Mr. Wynn 
and one (1) opposed – Mr. Raczka.

MOTION Move to accept the proposed reductions the Board of Education’s 2012 – 2013 Budget and 
set the 2012 – 2013 Budget at $72,550,000 was made by Mr. Raczka and seconded by Ms. 
Hart.

There was a discussion.  Mr. Raczka shared his concerns and stated he is not in support of this.  
Mr. Raczka suggested reducing Central Office staff.  Chair Nocera noted that Central Office is 
understaffed.  Mr. McKeon stated he was in support of the motion.

VOTE: The motion to accept the proposed reductions and set the 2012 – 2013 Budget at 
$72,550,000 passed with eight (8) in favor – Ms. Biales, Ms. Daniels, Ms. Hart, Mr. 
Kennedy, Ms. McClellan, Mr. McKeon, Mr. Nocera and Mr. Wynn and one (1) opposed – 
Mr. Raczka.
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X.C. 2011 - 2012 Budget Line Item Transfer Request
Ms. Haynes addressed line item transfers.  She noted the items in red are those object codes that 
are already in the negative or projected to be in the negative by June 30th and those in green 
represent what is anticipated to have excess funds by June 30th.
There was a discussion and Ms. Haynes responded to questions about CABE, other membership 
dues, and what categories and items fall in that object code.

MOTION: Move to approve the Proposed 2011 – 2012 Budget Line Item Transfers was made with a 
motion by Ms. McClellan and a second by Mr. McKeon.

Ms. Haynes responded to questions.  There was a discussion about overtime and Sonitrol.  Mr. 
Jackson noted that the Facilities Department has lost four custodial positions over the past 3 years 
and the department is at its absolute minimum for custodial staff.

VOTE: The motion to approve the Proposed 2011 – 2012 Budget Line Item Transfers passed with 
in favor – unanimous vote.

X.D. Proposed Central Office Reorganization Plan
Dr. Larson said this item is his recommended Central Office reorganization.  He summarized the 
changes – elimination of manager of transportation, the hiring of a full-time secretary to handle 
telephone calls, and oversight of Transportation be done by the Facilities Director.  He also 
proposes the hiring of a Director of Human Resources and a Director of Financial Operations (in 
compliance with the State Labor Board Ruling).  Dr. Larson noted that Southington Board of 
Education uses this set up and is effective and works and this is similar to the organization he 
operated under in Middletown.  He said the current Mayor is very cooperative.
There was a discussion with regard to the new positions, benefit packages, hiring a Transportation 
secretary as the position has been vacant for two years until the Board voted to make the position 
.5.  Ms. Haynes noted that currently there is a temp in the Transportation secretarial position.  
There was a discussion about not adding the secretarial position and Dr. Larson explained why 
that would not work.  Mr. Kennedy suggested a part time secretarial position.  Mr. Jackson stated 
that the Transportation Department must have a full-time secretarial support.

MOTION: Move to adopt the Superintendent’s Proposed Central Office Reorganization Plan, noting 
it appears to streamline the work done there and with the request that the future 
superintendent elaborate by adding the next tier of staff, including the principals, 
coordinators, supervisors, teachers, and staff, so there is a concise chain for 
communication throughout the district was made with a motion by Ms. Daniels and a 
second by Mr. Wynn.

Mr. Raczka stated his opposition and felt these responsibilities were handled by City Personnel.  
Chair Nocera indicated that the City is in the loop with this proposed plan.

VOTE: The motion to adopt the Superintendent’s Proposed Central Office Reorganization Plan 
passed with eight (8) in favor – Ms. Biales, Ms. Daniels, Ms. Hart, Mr. Kennedy, Ms. 
McClellan, Mr. McKeon, Mr. Nocera and Mr. Wynn and one (1) opposed – Mr. Raczka.
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X.E. Board of Education Meeting Schedule 2012 - 2013
Dr. Larson said the Board meeting calendar for next year is in the packet and follows last year’s 
with just changes around budget time.  He proposed in December to have two regular meetings, 
the first one being operational and Superintendent Budget presentation, the second would be a 
Budget Workshop (inviting the Mayor and Common Council to listen), and the last December 
meeting would be an operational one and include adoption of the budget.  The month of January 
would have just one regular meeting.
Mr. Kennedy expressed concerns with these changes for two reasons: (1) it does not give the 
Board enough review time; and (2) the hectic-ness around the December holiday season.  He 
suggested the budget be adopted in January.  He noted that the Mayor’s budget was moved to 
April.  His idea is a regular meeting on December 4th, no workshop, December 18th be 
Superintendent presentation of budget, have a Budget Workshop early January, and then a regular 
meeting later in January.
Chair Nocera suggested tabling this motion to the next meeting.

MOTION: Move to postpone action on Agenda Item X.E. Board of Education Meeting Schedule 
2012 – 2013 to the June 19, 2012 Board meeting passed with a motion by Mr. 
Kennedy and a second by Mr. McKeon – motion carried.

X.F. Director of Athletics and Student Activities Position
Dr. Larson said he was approached by the Director of Athletics with regard to his possible 
retirement on July 1, 2012 with the understanding he would be hired back for the next school year 
at 80%  (4/5ths) of his salary and benefits (Union administration in agreement), in mutual consent 
with the Board.  The savings to the Board would be approximately $23,000.  Mr. Pitruzzello has 
asked Dr. Larson to bring this offer to the Board of Education.
There was a discussion and Dr. Larson responded to questions.  Mr. Pitruzzello told Dr. Larson he 
would be willing to work with the Board and mentor someone into the Director of Athletics and 
Student Activities position.

MOTION: Move to accept Mr. Michael Pitruzzello's proposal for his retirement as of July 1, 2012 
passed with a motion by Ms. Daniels and a second by Ms. McClellan – unanimous vote.

MOTION: Move to hire Mr. Michael Pitruzzello back at 80% of his salary and benefits for the 2012 - 
2013 school year passed with a motion by Ms. Daniels and a second by Mr. Kennedy – 
unanimous vote.

X.G. Bylaw #9325 Meeting Conduct (revision) - First Reading
Committee Chair Sheila Daniels explained the revision to this policy.

MOTION: Move to approve the first reading of Bylaw #9325 Meeting Conduct passed with a 
motion by Ms. Daniels and a second by Ms. Hart – unanimous vote.

X.H. Policy #5131.911 Bullying Regulation (revision) - First and Final Reading
Committee Chair Sheila Daniels explained this regulation goes with the Bullying Policy and noted 
Board approval is State-mandated.
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MOTION: Move to approve the first and final reading of Policy #5131.911 Bullying passed with 
a motion by Ms. Daniels and a second by Mr. McKeon – unanimous vote.

X.I. Policy #5141.21 Administering Medication (revision) - First Reading
Committee Chair Sheila Daniels explained the revisions.

MOTION: Move to approve the first reading of Policy #5141.21 Administering Medication passed 
with a motion by Ms. Daniels and a second by Ms. Biales – unanimous vote.

X.J. Policy #6141.321 Acceptable Use of the Internet (revision) - First Reading
Committee Chair Sheila Daniels stated this is a policy revision with input from Director of 
Technology Jared Morin.
Ms. Daniels explained that the reason the Policy Committee met this morning was to allow this 
policy to have its second reading during the current school year, on June 19th to allow it to be in 
place for the beginning of the next school year.

MOTION: Move to approve the first reading of Policy #6141.321 Acceptable Use of the Internet 
passed with a motion by Ms. Daniels and a second by Ms. McClellan – unanimous vote.

XI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
XI.A. New Items

XII. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Move to adjourn at 9:27 PM passed with a motion by Ms. McClellan and a second by 

Mr. McKeon – unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

________________________
Edward McKeon

Secretary

EM/mkp



June 19, 2012

PERSONNEL ACTION:
 

Leave(s) of Absence:
None.

Appointment(s):
None.

STATUS OF CERTIFIED EMPLOYMENT:
Resignation(s):  
Baron, Courtney M., Mathematics Teacher (Middletown High School) employed in Middletown 
since August 2011, has submitted her resignation for personal reasons, effective June 30, 2012.

DiMauro, Michelle, School Guidance Counselor (Woodrow Wilson Middle School) employed in 
Middletown since November 1995, has submitted her resignation for personal reasons, effective 
June 30, 2012.

Schuerholz-Winters, Lisa C., Social Studies Teacher (Middletown Adult Education) employed in 
Middletown since August 2001, has submitted her resignation for personal reasons, effective 
August 24, 2012.

Vacancies:  
 Associate Superintendent – BOE
 Mathematics Teacher – Middletown High School
 Physical Education & Health (.4) – Snow School
 Principal – Farm Hill School
 Principal – Woodrow Wilson Middle School 
 School Guidance Counselor – Woodrow Wilson Middle School 
 Social Studies Teacher – Middletown Adult Education
 Special Education – District (2 positions)



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
PRIMARY MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM GRANT

The district is applying to the State of Connecticut Bureau of Health/ Nutrition, Family 

Services, and Adult Education, for a Primary Mental Health Program (PMHP) grant.  The Circle 

of Friends program was first implemented at Farm Hill School during the 1993-94 school year 

and relocated to Wesley School for the 2007-08 school year.  

The purpose of this grant program is to provide a support system for students with adjustment 

problems in the early grades, enabling them to be successful in the classroom environment.  A 

strong relationship is established between parents and the school through parent meetings, 

workshops, and communication after each session with the child, to assist parents in developing 

their parenting skills.

The program allows for early detection of social/emotional, behavioral, and learning problems 

in Grades K-3 students.  Students who exhibit non-compliant behaviors are monitored and 

positive interventions are implemented.  Students are given extrinsic rewards for positive 

behavior through daily reinforcement and encouragement, collaboration with parents to support 

positive behavior, and student recognition of positive behavior within the learning community.   

Students meet a minimum of once per week for twelve weeks with the Child Associate to work 

towards individual student behavior goals.  The project provides for:

 A full-time child associate (paraeducator) to staff the program and a five-hour per 
week interventionist position to support complimentary behavioral health 
interventions;

 Access to the web-based Comet data collection system (primary project);
 Training for the child associate from the State Department of Education in the areas 

of positive intervention strategies, remediation techniques, and home-school 
communication; and

 Parent workshops to assist parents in strengthening techniques to help their child 
follow the school’s positive behavioral support process in order to be more successful 
and adjusted to the classroom and school environment.

The grant requires that districts provide a minimum of twenty-five percent match and in-kind 

contributions from the school professional staff.  The match requirement will be through the 

benefits provided to the paraeducator and in-kind services will be provided through the school 

psychologist and dedicated classroom space for the Circle of Friends program.

Funding Requested:  $25,000

SUBMITTED BY ELIZABETH K. NOCERA, DIRECTOR OF GRANT SERVICES



9325(a)

Bylaws of the Board

Meeting Conduct

Meetings of the Board of Education shall be conducted by the Chair in a manner consistent with 
the bylaws of the Board.

All Board meetings shall commence at the stated time and shall be guided by an agenda which 
has been prepared and delivered in advance to all Board members and other designated persons.

The conduct of the meetings shall enable members of the Board to make the best decisions 
possible. 

Provisions for permitting any individual or group to address the Board concerning any subject 
that lies within its jurisdiction shall be as follows:

1. No boisterous conduct shall be permitted at any board of education meeting.  Persistence 
in boisterous conduct shall be grounds for summary termination, by the chair, of that 
person's privilege of address.  If necessary, the Chair may clear the room so that the 
board may continue the meeting.

2. The Chair will recognize members of the public who wish to address the Board during 
the "V.  Public Session" portion of the agenda that reference agenda items only.

3. Any other items that members of the public wish to address the Board will occur during 
the XIII. Public Session Non-Agenda Items.

4. 3. A speaker must identify himself/herself by giving his/her name and address.

5. 4. Each speaker is limited to three (3) minutes.  

6. 5. The Chair with the consent of the Board has the right to adjust the time for public 
discussion on a particular issue. 

No action will be taken unless the subject acted upon was listed in the agenda published for that 
meeting, except that an item of business not included on the agenda of a regular meeting may be 
considered and acted upon after a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting to add such 
business to the agenda.



9325(b)

Bylaws of the Board
Meeting Conduct

Legal Reference:
Connecticut General Statutes
18-a Definitions.
1-19 Access to public records.
1-21 Meetings of government agencies to be public.
1-21a Recording, broadcasting or photographing meetings.
1-21b Smoking prohibited in certain places.
1-21d Adjournment of meetings.
1-21g Executive sessions.
1-21h Conduct of meetings.
1-21i Denial of access of public records or meetings.
10-224 Duties of the secretary.

Bylaw adopted: November 1, 1994           MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Bylaw revised: September 10, 2002                    Middletown, Connecticut
Bylaw revised: April 29, 2003
Bylaw revised: November 22, 2005
Bylaw revised: June 2, 2009
Bylaw revised: November 17, 2009
Bylaw revised: May 10, 2011
Bylaw revised:



DRAFT POLICY
                                                                                                                    5141.21(a)

STUDENTS

Administering Medication

The Board of Education prohibits the administration of medication to students by any school 
personnel except as provided in this policy and accompanying regulations.  For purposes of this 
policy, medication means any prescription or non-prescription medicinal preparation, including 
controlled drugs, as defined by Conn. Gen. Statute, Section 21a-240.  Medication includes 
aspirin, ibuprofen or aspirin substitutes containing acetaminophen and any other over the counter 
medicinal preparations.

In accordance with Connecticut General Statutes and Regulations of the State Department of 
Public Health medication may be administered only by licensed nursing personnel in order to 
meet the health needs of an individual student with emergency, chronic or short term health 
problems so that the student can attend an educational program, including school readiness.  A 
school nurse, or in the absence of the school nurse, medication may be administered to a student 
by a principal, teacher, licensed physical or occupational therapist employed full time by the 
school district, licensed athletic trainer or coach of intramural and interscholastic athletics of a 
school, all of whom have been properly trained by the school nurse to administer such 
medications to students.  Additionally, in the absence of the school nurse, a nurse providing 
services under the direction of a local board of education at a school based health clinic, may 
administer medication only to students enrolled in such school based health clinic.

In compliance with all applicable state statutes and regulations, parents or guardians may 
administer medications to their own children on school grounds.

No medication may be administered by any school personnel without a written order from an 
authorized prescriber, written authorization of the student’s parent or legal guardian of such child 
or eligible student and the written permission of the parent or legal guardian for the exchange of 
information between the prescriber and the school nurse necessary to ensure the safe 
administration of such medication.  For purposes of this policy, an authorized prescriber means a 
physician licensed to practice medicine in this or another state, or a dentist licensed to practice 
dental medicine in this or another state, or an optometrist licensed to practice optometry in this 
state under Chapter 380, or an advanced practice registered nurse licensed to prescribe in 
accordance with C.G.S. 20-94a or a physician assistant licensed to prescribe in accordance with 
C.G.S. 20-12d or a podiatrist (for intramural and interscholastic athletic events only) licensed to 
practice podiatry in this state in accordance with C.G.S. Chapter 375.
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STUDENTS

Administering Medication (continued)

The administration of medication by a licensed nurse, principal, teacher, licensed physical or 
occupational therapist employed full time by the school district, licensed athletic trainer or coach 
of intramural and interscholastic athletics shall be under the general supervision of the school 
nurse.

In the absence of the school nurse, the principal, teacher, licensed physical or occupational 
therapist employed full time by the school district, may administer oral, topical, intranasal or 
inhalant medications.  Such persons may administer injectable medications (cartridge injector) 
only to a student with a medically diagnosed allergic condition that may require prompt 
treatment to protect the student against serious harm or death.  These school personnel must be 
trained by the school nurse prior to administering any medication to a student.

Investigational drugs or research or study medications may only be administered by licensed 
nursing personnel.

A coach or licensed athletic trainer, during intramural and interscholastic athletic events, may 
administer medication, to specific students, for whom self administration plans are not viable 
options as determined by the school nurse, for inhalant medications prescribed to treat 
respiratory conditions and medication administered with a cartridge injector for students with a 
medically diagnosed condition which may require prompt treatment to protect the student against 
serious harm or death.  A coach or licensed athletic trainer must be trained to administer 
medication by the school nurse prior to administering any medication to a student.

Self administration of medication by a student with a verified chronic medical condition and 
deemed capable to self administer prescribed emergency medication (including rescue asthama 
inhalers and cartridge injectors for medically diagnosed allergies) shall be allowed when 
prescribed in writing by an authorized prescriber to self administer and with the written 
authorization to self administer from a student’s parent or legal guardian or eligible student, after 
evaluation and development of a plan for self administration by the school nurse for safety and 
appropriateness.  The school nurse’s review of a student’s competency to self administer asthma 
inhalers and cartridge injectors for medically diagnosed allergies shall not be used to prevent a 
student from retaining and self administering asthma inhalers and cartridge injectors.

Self administration of other medications, excluding controlled drugs, may be allowed by 
students, provided there is a written medication order to self administer from an authorized 
prescriber, written authorization to self administer from a student’s parent or legal guardian or 
eligible student, evaluation by the school nurse for safety and appropriateness and individualized 
written medication plans are developed prior to implementation of such.
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STUDENTS

Administering Medication (continued)

A school nurse and school medical advisor may jointly approve, in conjunction with the school 
nurse supervisor consultant, an identified school paraprofessional, in the absence of the school 
nurse, to only administer medication, including but not limited to a cartridge injector, to a 
specific student who may require prompt treatment, in order to protect that student from serious 
harm or death due to a medically diagnosed allergic condition.  The approved plan requires a 
written medication order from the authorized prescriber and written authorization of the student’s 
parent or legal guardian.  The paraprofessional shall receive appropriate training (prior to 
administering any medication) and supervision from the school nurse.

A student with diabetes may test his/her own blood glucose level per the written order of a 
physician or advanced practice nurse stating the need and capacity of such student to conduct 
self-testing, along with the written authorization of the parent or legal guardian and approval of 
the school nurse.  The school nurse will determine an appropriate plan for the frequency and 
location of such test according to the student’s individual medication plan. 

In accordance with Connecticut General Statues and Regulations of the State Department of 
Public Health, the Board of Education, along with the school medical advisor and the school 
nurse consultant, shall review and/or revise this policy and regulation annually.  Any proposed 
revisions to this policy must be approved in writing by the school medical advisor.

School personnel shall refer to the procedures set forth in the accompanying administrative 
regulations.
                          
Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

10-206 Health Assessment
10-212 School nurses and nurse practitioners. Administration of 
medications by parents or guardians on school grounds. Criminal history; 
records check.
10-212a Administration of medications in schools. (as amended by PA 99-
2, and June Special Session and PA 03-211, PA 04-181, PA 07-241, PA 
07-252 and PA 09-155)
19a-900 Use of cartridge injector by staff member of before- or after-
school program, day camp or day care facility.
21a-240 Definitions
29-17a Criminal history checks. Procedure. Fees.
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STUDENTS

Administering Medication (continued)

Legal Reference (continued):

52-557b Immunity from liability for emergency medical assistance first 
aid or medication by injection.  School personnel not required to 
administer or render. (as amended by PA 05-144, An Act Concerning the 
Emergency Use of Cartridge Injectors)
Connecticut Regulations of State Agencies 10-212a-1 through 10-212a-10, 
inclusive
Code of Federal Regulations: Title 21 Part 1307.2
20-12d Medical functions performed by physician assistants. Prescription 
authority.
20-94a Licensure as advanced practice registered nurse.
PA 07-241 An Act Concerning Minor Changes to the Education Statutes
29-17a Criminal history checks. Procedure. Fees.

Policy adopted:  May 11,2004       MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Policy revised:   June 7, 2005               Middletown, Connecticut
Policy revised:   January 26, 2010
Policy revised:
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Instruction

Computers: Acceptable Use of the Internet, Other Computer Networks and Internet
Safety

The Middletown Public School District provides students access to networked computer systems 
within the District, the Internet, and the World Wide Web in order to provide a diverse means of 
accessing educational materials.

In order for the school district to provide computer network and Internet access, students must 
take responsibility for appropriate and lawful use.  Such access is provided solely for education- 
related purposes.  Use of the district’s computer systems will be allowed only for students who
act in a considerate and responsible manner in using such systems. While the district will directly 
or indirectly supervise student use of network and Internet access, the district must have student 
cooperation in exercising and promoting responsible use.

The district’s computer systems are expensive to purchase, install and maintain.  As the property 
of the district, these computer systems must be carefully handled and their integrity preserved for 
the benefit of all.  Therefore, access to the computer systems is a privilege, and not a right. 
Students will be required to adhere to a set of policies and procedures, as set forth in detail
below. Violations of this policy may lead to withdrawal of the access privilege as well as 
disciplinary action in accordance with the Board’s student discipline policy.

The District recognizes its responsibility to educate students regarding appropriate 
behavior on social networking and chat room sites about cyberbullying. Therefore, 
students shall be provided instruction about appropriate online behavior, including 
interacting with other individuals on social networking sites and in chat rooms and 
cyberbullying awareness and response.

If students, parents, or guardians have any questions about these provisions, they should contact 
either the building level Educational Technology Specialist or Educational Technology 
Coordinator. the School Administration. 

Acceptable Uses

1. Educational Purposes Only.  The school district is providing access to its computer 
networks and the Internet solely for educational purposes.

2. Netiquette.  All users must abide by rules of network etiquette, which include the 
following:

A. Be polite.

B. Use appropriate language.

C. Refrain from distributing jokes, stories, or other inappropriate material.

D. Acquire a sender’s permission prior to forwarding or distributing the message to third 
parties.

Commented [MJ1]:  Added this language to comply with new E-
Rate requirement

Commented [MCS2]:  Missing the word “the”

Commented [MJ3]:  Simplified paragraph since parents may 
not know who the ETS or IT Dept staff are. School admin can always 
refer matters to us when needed. 



6141.321(b)

Instruction

Computers: Acceptable Use of the Internet, Other Computer Networks and Internet
Safety

Internet Safety

1. General Warning:  Individual Responsibility of Parents and Users.  Although the 
Internet is filtered on each Middletown Public School Computer in compliance with the 
Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), all users and their parents/guardians are 
advised that access to the electronic network may include the potential for access to 
materials inappropriate for school-aged students.  Every user must take responsibility for 
his or her use of the computer network and Internet.  Parents of minors are the best guides 
of materials to avoid.  If a student finds that other users are visiting offensive or harmful 
sites, he or she should report such use to the Administration of the school.

2. Personal Safety.  Be safe.  In using the computer network and Internet, students should 
never reveal personal information such as full name, home address or telephone number. 
They should never arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone “met” on the computer 
network or Internet.

Definitions

Obscene – means any material or performance if, a) taken as a whole, it predominantly appeals 
to the prurient interest, b) it depicts or describes in a patently offensive way a prohibited sex act 
and c) taken as a whole, does not have serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.  For 
the purposes of this section, "prohibited sex act" means erotic fondling, nude performance, 
sexual excitement, sado-masochistic abuse, masturbation or sexual intercourse.

Child pornography –means any visual depiction, including any photograph, film, video, picture, 
or computer or computer-generated image or picture, whether made or produced by electronic, 
mechanical, or other means, of sexually explicit conduct, where -

(a) the production of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in 
sexually explicit conduct;

(b) such visual depiction is, or appears to be, of a minor engaging in sexually explicit 
conduct;

(c) such visual depiction has been created, adapted, or modified to appear that an 
identifiable minor is engaging in sexually explicit conduct.
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Instruction

Computers: Acceptable Use of the Internet, Other Computer Networks and Internet
Safety

Definitions (continued)

Harmful to minors – any picture, image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction that: 
(a) taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in

nudity, sex, or excretion;
(b) depicts, describes or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect to what

is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact, actual or 
simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of the genitals;
and

(c) taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value as to 
minors.

Unacceptable Uses

Students are permitted to use the district’s computer systems for legitimate educational purposes. 
Personal use of the district’s computer system is expressly prohibited. Conduct which constitutes 
inappropriate and unacceptable use in violation of this policy includes, but is not limited to:

• Transmitting offensive, defaming, or harassing messages (such communications may also 
be a crime)

• Offering for sale or use any substance the possession or use of which is prohibited by the 
school district’s student discipline policy

• Viewing, attempting to view, transmitting or downloading any material that is obscene, 
contains child pornography or is harmful to minors, as defined above

• Viewing, attempting to view, transmitting or downloading materials that encourage 
others to violate the law

• Intruding into, trespassing in or tampering with any other person’s folders, work, files, 
networks or computers

• Downloading or transmitting confidential, trade secret information, or copyrighted 
materials

Note: Even if materials on the networks are not marked with the copyright symbol, you 
should assume that all materials are protected unless there is explicit permission on the 
materials to use them.
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Computers: Acceptable Use of the Internet, Other Computer Networks and Internet
Safety

Unacceptable Uses (continued)

• Using another’s password or user identifier
• Uploading or downloading a worm, virus, “Trojan horse,” “spyware/malware,” or other 

harmful form of programming
• Damaging computers, computer files, computer systems or computer networks
• Downloading or modifying computer software of the district in violation of the district’s 

licensure agreement(s) and/or without authorization from a teacher or administrator
• Participating in “hacking” activities or any form of unauthorized access to other 

computers, networks, or information systems
• Selling or buying anything over the Internet
• Sending private information about you or others, including credit card numbers and 

social security numbers.
• Distributing advertisements, junk mail, or any email that could be considered “Spam” or 

unsolicited email.

Active Restriction Measures. The school will utilize filtering software, in accordance with 
CIPA, prevent students from accessing visual depictions that are (1) obscene or (2) harmful to 
minors.  The school will also monitor the online activities of students, through direct observation 
and/or technological means, to ensure that students are not accessing such depictions or any
other material which is inappropriate for minors.

The Internet changes rapidly making it impossible to filter all objectionable sites.  Therefore, the staff’s role 
in supervising and monitoring student access to the Internet is critical.  In addition, each individual has the 
responsibility to monitor their own navigation on the Internet to avoid undesirable sites and report to an 
appropriate staff member if they end up on a site that is inappropriate.

Internet filtering software or other technology-based protection systems may be disabled by a 
supervising teacher or school administrator, as necessary, for purposes of bona fide research or 
other educational projects being conducted by students age 18 and older.

Privacy

It is important that students and parents understand that the district, as the owner of the computer 
systems, reserves the right to monitor, the use of these computer systems. The district intends to 
monitor and review in a limited fashion, but will do so as needed to ensure that the systems are 
being used for district-related educational purposes.  All information shall be and remain the 
property of the school district and no user should have any expectation of privacy regarding such 
materials.

Commented [MCS4]:  Or the role of the staff

Commented [MCS5]:  Give the students some responsibility for 
their actions / inactions

Commented [MJ6]:  This paragraph is important to add since 
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Computers: Acceptable Use of the Internet, Other Computer Networks and Internet
Safety

Privacy (continued)

As part of the monitoring and reviewing process, the district will retain the capacity to bypass 
any individual password of a student or other user.  The system's security aspects, such as 
personal passwords and the message delete function for e-mail, can be bypassed for these 
purposes.  The district's ability to monitor and review is not restricted or neutralized by these 
devices.  The monitoring and reviewing process also includes oversight of Internet site access 
and of document downloading and printing.

Updates

Users, and if appropriate, the users’ parents/guardians, may be asked from time to time to 
provide new or additional registration and account information or to reflect developments in the 
law or technology.

Legal Reference: Connecticut General Statutes

Children’s Internet Protection Act of 2000 (HR 4577, P.L. 106-554) 
Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 53a-182b; 53a-183; 53a-250
Electronic Communication Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510 through 2520
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. 107-110, codified at 20 U.S.C.
§ 6777

Public Law 106-554 Fiscal 2001 Appropriations Law containing the “Children’s Internet Protection Act”
Public Law 94-553, The Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U.S.C. 101 et. seq.
Public Law 110-385 Broadband Data Improvement Act/Protecting Children in the 21st Century Act

Policy adopted:  March 14, 2006 MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Middletown, Connecticut

Commented [MJ8]:  Added more legal references based on 
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MIDDLETOWN BOARD OF EDUCATION
JULY, 2012 – JANUARY, 2014

SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES
7:00 PM

JULY, 2012 The BOE does not meet

AUGUST 21

SEPTEMBER 11

OCTOBER  9

NOVEMBER 13

DECEMBER 11 (A)  18 (B)

JANUARY, 2013  8 22 (C)

FEBRUARY 12

MARCH 12

APRIL  9

MAY 14

JUNE 11 25

JULY The BOE does not meet

AUGUST 20
 
SEPTEMBER 10

OCTOBER  8

NOVEMBER 12

DECEMBER  10  (D) 17 (E) 

JANUARY, 2014 14 28 (F)

(A) Regular Meeting & Presentation of Superintendent’s 2013 – 2014 Recommended Budget

(B) Budget Workshop

(C) Regular Meeting & Adoption of Board of Education’s 2013 – 2014 Budget

(D) Regular Meeting & Presentation of Superintendent’s 2014 – 2015 Recommended Budget

(E) Budget Workshop

(F) Regular Meeting & Adoption of Board of Education’s 2014 – 2015 Budget
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