
Curriculum & Student Development 
Committee 
Tuesday, January 4, 2022 5:30 PM

Polson Library Media Center / Zoom
302 Green Hill Road
Madison, CT 06443

Agenda

I. Polson & DHHS Illustrative Math
Speaker(s): Carol Sullivan, Stacey Daly & Heather Persson

II. Updates to Mathematics Guiding Document
Speaker(s): Jen Maxwell and Team

III. Media Literacy
Speaker(s): Dawn Fiorelli
A. Ad Fontes Media Bias Chart

Speaker(s): Dawn Fiorelli
B. Evaluating, Auditing and Diversifying Collections

Speaker(s): Dawn Fiorelli
IV. Public Comment
V. The Town of Madison does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and the 

meeting facilities are ADA accessible.  Individuals who need assistance are invited 
to make their needs known by contacting Paula Carabetta at 203-245-5644 or by 
email at carabettap@madisonct.org at least five (5) business days prior to the 
meeting.
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Math Curriculum Timeline



Standardized Assessment Scores



IABs- Grade 6 Ratio & Proportional Reasoning



Pre and Post Illustrative Math (Grade 6)
In the past, when assessing ratios:



Grade 6 Student Examples from Assessment
An Illustrative question assessing ratios:



Pre and Post Illustrative Math Grade 8 
1)Here are some equations.  Which equation goes 
with each figure?

2(x + 3y) = 4x + 2y

2y = x

2(x + 3y) + 2z = 2z + 4x + 2y

x + 3y = 2x + y

2) Each variable represents the weight of one 
shape. Which goes with which?

3) Explain what was done to each equation to 
create the next equation.



Algebra I: CT Model Curriculum -
Creating Equations

1. You and three friends go to the local fair.  You each buy a $3 food ticket and a stamp for unlimited 
rides.  If the total cost for the four of you is $32, how much does the stamp for unlimited rides 
cost?

a. What is the unknown cost in the problem?
b. What is the known cost in the problem?
c. Write an expression showing the cost for one person.
d. Write an expression showing the total cost for everyone.
e. The total cost equals $43.  Write an equation that models this situation.
f. Now we want to solve this equation to find the cost of the stamp.  If you followed the steps 

correctly, your equation should have a pair of parentheses in it. Up until now, we have not 
solved any equations with parentheses.  How are we going to get rid of the parentheses?  
Explain below.

g. Use the distributive property to eliminate the parentheses in the equation.
h. Now solve the equation.  Show your work and circle your answer.



Algebra I: Illustrative Mathematics -
Creating Equations

The drama club is printing t-shirts for its members. The printing company charges 
a certain amount for each shirt plus a setup fee of $40. There are 21 students in 
the drama club.

a. If there are 21 students in the club and the t-shirt order costs a total of $187,
how much does each t-shirt cost? Show your reasoning.

b. The equation 201.50 = f + 6.50(21) represents the cost of printing the shirts at
a second printing company. Find the solution to the equation and state what it
represents in this situation.



Professional 
Growth and 
Collaboration



Next Steps & Needed Supports

Spring 2022 Continued PD at Polson and begin PD at Hand

Summer 2022 Gr.7 PreAlgebra and Gr. 8 Algebra and Gr. 9 Algebra

Fall 2022 Implement in Gr.7 PreAlgebra and Gr. 8 Algebra & 

Gr. 9 Algebra

2022-2023 Continuing professional development



New Profile of the Graduate



Guiding Document: Long-Term Transfer Goals



Madison Public 
Schools 

Library K-12



Collection Development:  An art, not a science
A library collection should reflect the interests and curriculum of it’s school community.  

A good library collection is one that is heavily used, supports the curriculum, reaches all 

learners and taps into a wide variety of interests.

Evaluating our collections:  

● Follett/Destiny reports:  circulation, age of collection, diversity 

● Anecdotal evidence - kids reactions *most important evidence*

● Condition / publication date / use  (school library shelf is valuable real estate)

● Professional journals & Reviews



Navigate the information landscape with critical 
thinking skills

● Word & Image choice

● Author and/or Publisher’s intention 

● Lateral reading

● Media Bias chart as a tool / methodology

● Sample presentation:  High School

https://adfontesmedia.com/how-ad-fontes-ranks-news-sources/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xbaQW2sSzAazvFV73XLW5ytdFdOipxg3HtWBYZn-LTQ/edit?usp=sharing


What 

needs to 

be 

analyzed 

to create 

this?





9-12: Goal: To evaluate the unfamiliar for reliability & bias, use information responsibly, be a responsible 
digital citizen

● Real vs. Fake

● News vs. Opinion

● Right vs. Left

● Bias

● CRAAP

6-8: Goal: To understand that not all information is equal and develop some language to navigate that skill as 
well as using information responsibly

● Developing effective search skills
● Importance of Citing
● CRAAP methodology
● Accessing & Navigating databases
● Bias

K-5: Goal: To connect with books and digital information, introduce the concepts of digital citizenship, 
credibility, appropriately using information

● Author
● Publisher
● Citing sources
● Navigating google
● Reading a URL



Cultivating a love of reading K-12

● Booktalks

● Book promotions

● Working with coordinators /coaches /teachers

● Talking to students about what they’re reading
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