
Board of Education - Committee of the Whole Meeting
Northwood Middle School

945 North Ave.
Highland Park, IL 60035

Tuesday, September 10, 2024 7:00 PM

Mission  
North Shore School District 112 is a transformative learning organization where curiosity inspires minds, 

innovation shapes the future, and students, staff, and families engage to create a kind and connected 
community that is committed to excellence.

Agenda

No Live Stream

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call (7:00 p.m.)
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Discuss Middle School English Language Arts Adoption Process (Policy 6:40 & 6:210)
5. Public Comments (Policy 2:230) -The Board welcomes comments and gives them 

serious consideration. Comments are limited to three minutes per speaker and will 
become part of the public record.  

6. Other
7. Adjournment



Middle School English Language Arts

Committee of the Whole Meeting
September 10, 2024
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Our Why

2



The Portrait of a Graduate
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https://www.facebook.com/nssd112/videos/portrait-of-a-graduate/3660419827332122/


Our Commitment
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Presentation Overview

● Data Celebrations

● Program Structure

● Professional Learning

● Vision for Middle School ELA

● Curricular Resource Review Process
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Middle ELA → Performance Data
Overall Growth: IAR and NWEA MAP 2023-2024
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Middle ELA → Performance Data
IAR by Grade
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Middle ELA → Performance Data
IAR by Cohort
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● Illinois Learning Standards

● Courses

● Curricular resources

● Pacing calendars, focus standards, and 
planning companions

● Common formative assessment

● Collaborative planning and data analysis

Middle School ELA → Program Structure

9



In 6th-12th grades, reading for understanding is critical to building knowledge in social studies, science 
and technical subjects. To be college and career ready, students must be able to:

● understand the kinds of evidence used in social studies and science to substantiate information; 
● possess the skill to determine the meaning of domain-specific words and phrases;
● develop the capacity to evaluate intricate arguments, synthesize complex information, and follow 

detailed descriptions of events and concepts. 

It is important to note that these Reading standards are meant to complement the specific 
content demands of the disciplines, not replace them. 

                     ~Illinois Learning Standards

Middle School ELA → Illinois Learning Standards
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Middle School ELA → Illinois Learning Standards

English Language Arts Science and Social Studies

Reading for Information

Science and Social Studies Content Learning Standards 
(NGSS and Illinois Social Science Standards)

Thematic Units 

Writing in Response to Text

Reading for Literature
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Middle School ELA → Reading Literary and Informational Text 

● 6th Grade → Childhood, Animal Allies, Modern Technology, Exploration

● 6th ACC and 7th Grade → Generations, A Starry Home, Turning Points, People and the Planet, Facing Adversity

● 7th ACC and 8th Grade → Rites of Passage, What Matters, Human Intelligence, The Holocaust, Invention

● 8th ACC → American Voices, Survival, Literature of Civil Rights, Star-Crossed Romances, World’s End
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Middle School ELA → Novels

● 6th Grade → Refugee and Literature Circles (Ghost, Among the Hidden, Life As We Knew It)

● 6th ACC → Refugee and Literature Circles (The Giver, Among the Hidden, Life As We Knew It)

● 7th Grade → The Giver and Literature Circles (Ghost, Among the Hidden, Life As We Knew It)

● 7th ACC and 8th Grade → Night and Animal Farm

● 8th ACC → Enrique’s Journey and Fahrenheit 451
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Middle School ELA → Writing, Language, Listening & Speaking 

● Performance Task 1 → Written

● Performance Task 2 → Speaking and Listening

● Performance Based Assessment → Written
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● Planning with the instructional model

● Leveraging the focus standards and planning companions

● Using data to inform instruction

Middle School ELA → Professional Learning
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Curricular Resource Review Timeline

Month Focus

June 2024 - September 2024 Needs Assessment and Research

October 2024 - December 2024 Teacher Committee Review of Resources

Winter 2025 Recommendation to Board of Education

Winter 2025 Request for Board of Education Approval

Spring / Summer 2025 Implementation and Professional Learning Planning
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Middle School ELA → Teacher Voice
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Middle School ELA → Teacher Voice
What is the ideal middle school ELA classroom?
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Middle School ELA → Student Voice
How do you feel about the texts you read in ELA?
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Middle School ELA → Student Voice
Explain your answer

● “I enjoy reading a lot! ELA is never boring for me. It is almost like having recess on a warm sunny day!”

● “I often find the texts I read in school dull and uninspiring. It sometimes feels as though I am reading the 
same characters or same themes over and over. I also find it very difficult to see myself in texts. I don’t 
think that I should always read a perspective that is the same as mine, since reading is a great way to 
see things in a new light, however I often don’t really relate to the characters.” 

● “The texts are not very interesting and are usually outdated.”

● “I think it’s mostly the topics that I have mixed feelings about. They’re not something I would read about 
in my spare time. However, I think it’s incredibly important to expose yourself to new and unique genres.”

● “I like almost all the text read in ELA class because, when it is non-fiction, I learn a lot and when it is 
fiction there is always an important lesson to be learned”.
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Middle School ELA → Student Voice
What is most important to you about ELA?

● “Learning how to be the best reader, writer, and thinker that I can.”

● “Learning about other people's’ cultures, minds, experiences and writing stories.”

● “I think the most important part of ELA is learning how to become a strong writer. I think 
writing is a skill that can greatly benefit you later in life.”

● “I really care about learning things that I will have to do in the future and another huge this is 
understanding texts and being able to read and explain the meaning about books.” 

● “The most important thing about ELA to me is the fact that you’re improving an actual skill. 
It’s not something like social studies, where you might learn and memorize about history. 
Instead, you’re refining and improving one of the most important skills that you have in life.”
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Middle School ELA → Student Voice
How do you prefer to work in ELA class?

6.8%

22



Middle School ELA → Student Voice
What kinds of topics do you want to read about in ELA?

● Fiction
● Mysteries
● Sports
● The Holocaust
● War
● Graphic Novels

● Realistic Fiction
● Adventure
● Fantasies
● Biographies
● History
● Science Fiction

23



Middle School ELA → Family Voice

What skills or topics do you feel are most important 
for our middle school English Language Arts (ELA) 

curriculum to focus on? 
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Middle School ELA → Resource Review Criteria

● Alignment to D112 Priorities

● Instructional Resources

● Student Facing Resources

● Instructional Design
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Resource Review Criteria → 112 Priorities
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Resource Review Criteria → Instructional Resources
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Resource Review Criteria → Instructional Resources
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Resource Review Criteria → Instructional Resources
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Resource Review Criteria → Student Resources
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Resource Review Criteria → Instructional Design
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Middle School ELA
Curricular Resources in

Neighboring School Districts
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Thank You!
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