
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Monday, March 16, 2026 Following American 
Civics Meeting
SEM School Library
205 E 5th Avenue
Sumner, NE 68878 

1. Declaration of Intend – Open Meetings Act
Notice of the meeting was posted to the SEM Mustang school website, SEM Facebook, 
Elm Creek Beacon, and over the school reach notification system for the board meeting 
to be held on XXXXX at XXXXX P.M. The agenda was available on the SEM Mustang 
school website and available in the Superintendent's Office.  All proceedings hereafter as 
shown were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public, 
unless noted as executive session. This meeting was conducted in accordance with the 
Open Meetings Act, Chapter 84, Article 14 posted in the School Library.

2. Call to Order

2.1. Pledge of Allegiance

2.2. Roll Call of Members

2.3. Recognition of Student Achievement

3. Consent Agenda

3.1. Approval of Minutes

3.2. Approval of the Monthly bills, Claims and Payroll

3.3. Approval of Treasurer’s Report and Budget Report.

4. Administrative Report

4.1. Principal's Report

4.2. Superintendent's Report

5. Board of Education Subcommittee Report(s)

6. Business Items

6.1. Discussion on Sealed Bids



6.2. Superintendent Eval Discussion

6.3. Preschool/KG 2026-27

6.4. Certified Teacher Resignation

6.5. Discussion on Retirement Incentives

7. Adjourn































March Board Meeting 
 

PreK-3rd Grade:  Axel Munoz 
Axel has worked hard to improve his reading and math scores.  He is giving his best 
effort and is using a louder voice to communicate to others.  
 
4th - 8th Grade:  Ally Kappel 
Ally has been willing to help multiple students who have been injured to carry 
their books from class to class.  She has also done a great job of using her time 
well.  
 
9th - 12th Grade:  Kadence Griffith 
Kadence has always been creative and a skillful writer.  She has been doing a 
great job with our response essays!! 
  
 
I will be done with teacher evaluations by the May board meeting   
 
The end of the 3rd quarter was on the 11th.   
 
Winter sports finished up with the boys and girls basketball teams competing well 
at subdistricts and district finals.  With the girls team qualifying for the state 
tournament.  They played hard but came up short in the first round.  The boys 
and girls wrestling teams both qualified  individuals for the State Wrestling meet 
in Omaha.  They represent SEM very well with Olivia McDonald getting 4th 
place.  .   
 
Track practice has started up with the first meet at the UNK indoor on March 
19th. 
Golf practice has also started up and their first meet is on April 2nd.   
 
Jr. High Quiz bowl competed well at the ESU/UNK meet Monday last week.  
 
The High School FKC Quiz bowl was today @ Wil/Hil.     
 
Students also competed at district speech contest today @ Riverside School 
 



Students will also be competing at the Science Olympiad @ UNK tomorrow.  
 
FKC Music Contest is on Wednesday @ Axtell 
 
 All Juniors will be taking the ACT on March 24th in the morning, and all 
Sophomores will be taking the Pre-ACT in the afternoon.  
 
The Winter Sports banquet will be on March 24th, recognizing all boys and girls 
in basketball and wrestling starting at 6:30. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Ben Wright  
Superintendent 
March 16th, 2026 
 

March Board Report 
 

1.​ Financial Report 
 
Everything is going according to the budget currently. We are making a few changes and 
adjustments on our accounts when it comes to how we can accrue interest. We are also making 
sure that the accounts are funded where they need to be with the current budget.  
 

 
 

2.​ Transportation, Buildings, and Grounds 
 
The buses have been running well this winter and the building has been maintaining temperature 
quite well with this tame winter. We are continuing to take some extra precautions and time to 
make sure the building is sanitized and clean to try and combat the sicknesses going around. We 
also have continued to make small improvements and fixes to keep the building up to standard.  

 
 

3.​ Vacancy Update 
 
We currently have two positions open for next year with Mrs. Sindt’s resignation and last weeks 
resignation I received from James Beavers. So we have a Title 1 position posted and waiting on 
some applications while we have received one. I will be posting the Art positon as soon as the 
resignation has been approved. 
 

4.​  Superintendent goals and development 
 

Over the past month I have continued to work on improving my knowledge on state reporting as 
this month there are a couple requirements that are needed for the state. I also have started the 
process for a Rule 10 Compliance visit that is scheduled for the 29th of April. To give you some 
more information on Rule 10 I will do a follow up next month with more of the details on how 
this process works.  



 
 
We have also had a pretty busy past month of Athletics and activities. We had a lot of success 
from our programs which kept us all busy at home while also traveling quite a bit for Wrestling 
and Basketball!  

I have also been working with Mr. Franzen on how we can improve our district leadership skills 
in literacy. Mr. Franzen and I are signed up for Letters training for administrators which involves 
some online training prior to some in person training this summer to help us be the best leaders 
for literacy. This should help the district from a systems approach and continue to build our 
students up. 

I will be attending the spring NRCSA Conference in Kearney March 18-20. The NASB finance 
workshops are coming up soon which I think will benefit me as well for the upcoming budget 
cycle. ​  

 
Please let me know if you have any questions!  
 
Thanks! 
 
 



Board Subcommittees  
2026  

 
 
 

Negotiations & Finance  
Jennifer Andersen, Audrey Schipporeit, Laura Robbins  
 
 
Building, Grounds, & Transportation  
Kirby Burden, Matt Hothem, Cindy Burman  
 
 
Americanism Committee & Curriculum  
Laura Robbins, Kirby Burden, Cindy Burman  
 
 
Policy & Handbook  
Jennifer Anderson, Matt Hothem, Audrey Schipporeit 
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