
BRECKENRIDGE SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT #846

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2024
REGULAR MEETING - 4:00 PM

ELEMENTARY CLASSROOM #206 
810 BEEDE AVENUE

BRECKENRIDGE, MN 56520

AGENDA

1. Call the Meeting to Order
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Ceremonial Oath of Office 2
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School Board Member Oath of Office 

 

It is an honor that you were elected to guide the education of our community’s children.  As you recite the 

oath of office, you assume a tremendous responsibility as a director of our school district with the duties 

empowered by the Minnesota Legislature.  This power puts you and the other members of our school board 

in the position of being both morally and legally responsible for equitable, quality education of every student 

in the district. 

In carrying out this responsibility, you will be asked to fulfill the roles of vision, structure, accountability, and 

advocacy.  In providing vision, the board, with extensive participation of the community, envisions the 

community’s educational future and then formulates the goals, defines the outcomes, and sets the course for 

the public schools. 

To achieve the vision, the board establishes a structure and creates an environment designed to ensure all 

students the opportunity to attain their maximum potential through a sound organizational framework. 

Because as a board we must be accountable to the community, we must ensure a continuous assessment of 

student achievement and all conditions affecting the education of our children. 

As board members, we serve as education’s key advocate on behalf of students and our community schools 

to advance the vision for our schools. 

Furthermore, we must strive to work together with the superintendent and staff to lead the district toward 

fulfilling the vision we have created, fostering excellence for every student in the areas of academic skills and 

knowledge, citizenship and personal development. 

***** 

Having signed the acceptance of office and oath of office, I hereby publicly affirm my commitment to the 

oath of office: 

I swear/affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and of this state, and that I will 

discharge faithfully the duties of the office of school board member of Independent School District No. 

(NUMBER) to the best of my judgment and ability. 

 

d 

Board Chair  Date 

Member  Date 
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C. School Happenings
2. Approval of Agenda
3. Public Input
4. Approval of Consent Agenda

A. Minutes 4
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The Regular Meeting of the Board of Education, Independent School District No. 846, Breckenridge, Minnesota met
Wednesday, September 18, 2024, at 4:00 PM in the Elementary School, Classroom #206.

UNOFFICIAL MINUTES UNTIL APPROVED AT THE NEXT BOARD MEETING

Members Present: Arnhalt, Ernst, Hasbargen (4:07 PM), Johnson, Mikkelson and Neppl

Chairperson Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 4:03 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance recited.

School Happenings shared:
● NDSCS Volleyball players and our Cowgirl senior volleyball players joined the elementary staff as they rolled out the red

carpet to welcome the students back to school!
● 2024 Homecoming Court - Jaelie Ernst, Rheo Goulet, Karsyn Neppl, Sydni Roberts, Justin Beyer, Mason Hasbargen, Eli

Butts and Paul Armitage. Congratulations to Queen Adalia Spear and King Tyler Drewlow.
● We had pep fests at both the Elementary and the High School and many Homecoming events were planned for the week.

Motion by Neppl, seconded by Arnhalt to approve the amended agenda Adding: Item 7.I Adopt Policies 420, 422, 423, and 427
Removing: Item 7.D Audit Proposal. 5-0

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion by Ernst, seconded by Mikkelson to approve the Consent Agenda. 5-0

Previous month’s Minutes – August 21st, 2024
Financial Reports as presented including:
General Ledger Debits: August 21, 2024
General Fund: $1,569,979.90—Food Service: $11,093.83—Community Service: $8,782.42—Debt Redemption:
$110,189.31—Trust Fund: $0.00—Student Activities: $0.00
Accounts Payable/Wires & Checks: 08/20/2024-09/16/2024
Total: $1,700,045.46
Hires: Kristen Martin, SPED Paraeducator, Madisyn Johnson, SPED Paraeducator, Amiya Braun, Reading Corps
Resignations: Sue LeNoue, Media Specialist, Sherry Kliniske, HS Paraeducator, Lance Dudden, Paraeducator

Hasbargen joined the meeting at 4:07 PM

COMMUNICATIONS:
Ex-Officio Student Representatives - Adalia Spear

⬥More participation this year during Homecoming events⬥Everyone enjoyed the Elementary and High School Pep Fests⬥New cell
phone policy and E- Hall Pass have been going better than expected. Increased positive student interaction.⬥Student respect for Mr.
Christensen

Deans of Students– Jordan Christensen and Kelly Leiseth
⬥Kelly Leiseth reported a great start to the beginning of the school year⬥Everyone seems to be settling into routines⬥RISE
Up signage based on the District’s Core Values the Board identified (Responsibility, Integrity, Show Respect, Empathy)⬥MTSS
work training throughout the year⬥Jordan Christensen reported staff has been doing a great job adjusting to changes⬥E-Hall Pass
has been going well⬥Attendance letters have been going out

K-12 Principal – Corrina Erickson
⬥Thank you to all who assisted with the recent incident near our HS campus.⬥Thank you to Student Council advisors and students
for planning a successful Homecoming week⬥Great BPS representation during Headwaters Day events⬥Working on hiring due to
resignations⬥Yondr pouches overall going well; 1-2 confiscated on average daily⬥ILT surveys going out about relationships and
connections⬥Shared building goals for elementary and middle//high school

Facilities Manager – Jerry Rosenthal
⬥Roof repairs will begin the week of September 30th or October 7th - the elementary chimney will be wrapped to secure
bricks⬥This will be a band-aid approach, and we will need full roof repair⬥Looking into condensation issue with the air ducts in the
HS gym

Business Manager – Dessica Komestakes
⬥40 summer unemployment claims this year vs 30 claims last year - was included in budget; however, costs doubled - over
$100,000⬥PSEO tuition paid differently will save about $27,000⬥Food Service cost looking better than anticipated - Steph Beyer
has been working as consultant with LCSC to identify savings

Superintendent – Kristie Sullivan
⬥Small scale cyber breach, door access server was compromised - this has been resolved ⬥Steph Beyer consulting for Food
Service. Thank you to Wendy Bommersbach and Nancy Heitkamp for all you do leading our kitchens and to April Lauritsen for
helping with concessions ⬥FF SpEd Setting 3 temporarily housed out of BES Room #207⬥40+ community members engaging

Breckenridge Board of Education, Independent School District #846 September 18, 2024
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in our Community Task Force to formulate and make a recommendation to the Board on a 10-year Master Facilities
Plan⬥Wednesday late start Little LASSO program averaging around 40 students

Community Education – Courtney Diestler
⬥New design for the Community Ed brochure this year, designed in-house and printed locally with Bold Print⬥Highlighted
Youth Programs, Fun Club, LASSO programming, and ECFE⬥Community members are liking the new design⬥More class
offerings this year - new classes through the Breckenridge Library⬥Two full buses going to Chanhassen this fall, registrations
for other programming has been consistent

OLD BUSINESS:
Motion by Arnhalt, seconded by Neppl to adopt Policy 504 Student Dress and Appearance. 6-0

NEW BUSINESS:
Motion by Mikkelson to adopt the RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS for the following:

August donations received: $2,189.50.
Bell Bank $70.00 (Custom Card Donation), Minn-Dak Farmers $75.00 (Twin Town Theatre), West Central Initiative
$1,089.50 (BEF Ninja Fundraiser), West Central Initiative $966.00 (Bicycle Fleet Maintenance / Classroom Seating)
Arnhalt seconded the motion. 6-0

Motion by Arnhalt, seconded by Ernst to appoint Ave Diaz as Student Representative to the Board of Education. 6-0

Chairperson Johnson read the Resolution Filling a School Board Vacancy Caused by Prolonged Absence. The Board has selected Calvin
Hought to fill the vacancy and to serve the remainder of the unexpired term.
Motion by Mikkelson, seconded by Ernst to adopt the resolution. Roll call vote: Ayes - Arnhalt, Ernst, Hasbargen, Johnson, Mikkelson,
Neppl. Motion carried. (copy on file)

Motion by Neppl, seconded by Arnhalt to approve the Preliminary Levy to levy the maximum amount for 2024, payable 2025. 6-0

Motion by Ernst, seconded by Neppl to approve the Bus Driver contract settlement. 6-0

Motion by Arnhalt, seconded by Mikkelson to approve list of requests for fundraisers for the 2024/2025 school year. 6-0 (copy on file)

Motion by Hasbargen, seconded by Mikkelson to approve the online submission of the Assurance of Compliance Report to MDE. The report
assures the Federal and State Departments of Education that ISD #846 is not knowingly participating in any discrimination acts. 6-0

Motion by Ernst, seconded by Arnhalt to schedule Truth and Taxation meeting for Wednesday, December 18th, 2024, at 6:00PM following
the regularly scheduled board meeting at 5:00PM. 6-0

Motion by Mikkelson, seconded by Hasbargen to adopt policies Policy 420 Students and Employees with Sexually Transmitted Infections
and Diseases, Policy 422 Policies Incorporated by Reference, Policy 423 Employee-Student Relationships, Policy 427 Workload Limits for
Certain Special Education Teachers. 6-0

Motion by Hasbargen, seconded by Ernst to adjourn at 4:45 PM. 6-0

Next regular meeting date is Wednesday, October 16th, 2024, at 4:00PM

__________________________________ ____________________________________
Chair Clerk

Breckenridge Board of Education, Independent School District #846 September 18, 2024
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B. Financials
1. Financial Report & Bills 7
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Date of Report: October 14th, 2024 For the Month of September 2024

  Balance Balance 
FUNDS Beg. of Month Debits Credits End of Month

  

General Fund $3,419,448.00 1,018,605.07 1,003,610.38 $3,434,442.69

Food Service 147,267.17 11,170.09 31,969.53 $126,467.73

Comm. Serv. 60,664.59 35,890.38 34,202.97 $62,352.00

Debt. Redemption 394,965.67 69,085.52 0.00 $464,051.19

Trust Fund 4,356.73 0.00 0.00 $4,356.73

Student Activities 54,215.52 3,150.27 1,096.43 $56,269.36
  

TOTALS: $4,080,917.68 $1,137,901.33 $1,070,879.31 $4,147,939.70

Bank Balances
Balance Outstanding Deposits

Description Per Bank Checks and Wires in Transit Balance

Bremer $312,603.23 75,300.70 0.00 $237,302.53
The 'Barn" Cash Box . 50.00
BMO (Contingent) 8,000.00

TOTALS: $245,352.53

Investments
Minn. School District Liquid Asset  Fund        4.9900% 290,709.25$    

Minn. School District "MAX" Fund                  5.0900% $3,553,952.55

Bremer Money Market 4.0000% $60,347.85

TOTALS: 3,905,009.65$         
    ------------------------

TOTAL CASH AND INVESTMENTS: $4,150,362.18
 ============

Reconcilement of Ledger Balances with Bank Statement
Independent School District NO. 846

Breckenridge,  Minnesota

General Ledger Balances
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2. Contingent Account 26

25



26



27



C. Hires
1. Cortney Mann - HS Para - Educator
2. Christina Jay - HS Para-Educator
3. Breanna King - HS Para - Educator
4. Caitlyn Hubbard - HS Para - Educator

D. Resignations
1. Kristen Martin - Elem Para - Educator

E. Extra Curricular Contracts
F. Enrollment 29
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2024-2025 District Enrollment Numbers

175 August September October November December January February March April May May '24

K 39 41 40 40

1 41 40 40 34

2 31 29 29 46

3 43 42 42 46

4 45 45 45 31

5 31 31 31 28

6 27 29 30 37

7 36 36 35 45

8 33 36 37 56

9 52 49 52 63

10 60 50 58 67

11 57 60 60 52

12 [1] 40 43 44 51 Graduated 48  Seniors Class of '24 (2 Federally funded life skills students; 1 student that did not graduate)

Subtotal K-12 535 531 543

ALP only 9 10 10 0

PSEO 6 6 6 5

Total 550 547 559 0 596

Pre-School 42 45 45 59

Grand Total 592 592 655

VL 8 7 5 12

MS St. Mary's 17 18 18 12

El. St. Mary's 21 28 28

Homeschool 27 27 15 27

K 39 41 41

1-3 115 111 111

4-6 103 105 106

7-12 278 274 302

535 531

ALP 10 10

29



2024-2025 District Enrollment Numbers

[1] This number DOES NOT include Valley Lake, PSEO, or ALP students.
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5. Communications
A. Ex-officio Student Representatives
B. Dean of Students
C. K-12 Principal 32
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Breckenridge Elementary School 

Breckenridge Pride...Inspiring to Excel 
         

 
K-12 Board Report 
October 2024 

 #1 BOARD VALUE: To provide a world-class education for Breckenridge students. 

#2 BOARD VALUE: The board values the need for individualized learning and will prioritize our 
resources to support student achievement through active and engaging learning. 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Breckenridge Pride:   

● Honor Band and Choir Students recently participated in these opportunities 

● Opportunities for our students to explore: 
○ NDSCS “Big Day” for our 10th grade students 
○ MState’s Health Sciences Day 

 
Thank you to OSPTI and NHS that helped out with Bike, Walk, Roll to School Day 
on Oct. 9th! 
 
 
Staff Open Positions: 

○ Title I  
○ Moving forward - ALL paras will need to be credentialed. 

■ 2 year degree 
■ 60 credits 
■ ParaPro/ParaEducator  
■ PLCs  

○ Para Pro Credential Checklist.pdf 
 

 Yondr Pouches: 
● Overall going well 

○ Safety dog visit yielded quite a few unpouched phones in lockers. 
○ Collecting and doing a whole school pouch check on 10/16/24. 
○ Con’t to see very few phones and hear positive responses from staff. 

 
Instructional Leadership Team 

● October Key Take-Aways 
○ Sarah Robert and Sarah Kratcha joined the team. 
○ Feedback from staff re: weekly PLCs was shared.  
○ Jack Heideman and Travis Ekren shared information about NTN (New 

Tech Network) and its impact on school culture and student engagement. 
A timeline of implementation will be discussed at our November meeting. 

○ Naomi Miranowski, from Lakes Country Services Co-Op, presented on 
MEIRS: Minnesota Early Indicator of Response System. MEIRS is used 
to track and support student progress toward high school graduation. 
MEIRS identifies students who are at increased risk and aims to improve 
attendance, behavior, and academic performance. Further discussion will 

32
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Breckenridge Elementary School 

Breckenridge Pride...Inspiring to Excel 
         

take place at our next meeting about how Naomi's expertise can be 
utilized to support our district goals and visions. 

 
 
ESEA 2024 Consolidated application was approved 9/19/24.  This includes all Title 
grants/programming. 
 
Participated in ADSIS Fall Orientation - Elementary Counselor position 

○ New 2 year cycle application opens in January 
○ EOY/SHS reports submitted on Sept. 20th 

 
Various MDE  report submissions completed: 

● CSPR submission September 26th re: VL Boys Home - Title 1 Part D 
reporting 

● Homelessness Survey 
 
Educator Excellence Teacher program 

○ Staff have completed their personal growth goals for the year 
■ LETRS 
■ AI 

○ Also completed are Student Growth Goals for their subject areas. 
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D. Facilities Manager
E. Business Manager
F. Superintendent 35
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Breckenridge Public School District
Winter Weather Plan 2024-2025

What is the process for making winter weather related decisions?
The superintendent (or designee) will be responsible for making all decisions concerning the postponement or
cancellation of school. Under most circumstances, a decision to postpone or cancel school due to winter weather is made
by 6:00 AM and notification will follow. If enough information is available, the superintendent may make the decision to
postpone or cancel school the night before and notification will be sent before 10:00 PM.

How do you make decisions to postpone or cancel school?
In deciding, a variety of factors are considered including:
1. Does the weather put students, staff, and/or parents in danger?
2. How much snow has fallen or is forecasted? At what rate is it falling?
3. Is the wind blowing? What is the visibility? Is wind chill a factor?
4. Is the weather event multifaceted? For example, is it snowing? Or is it snowing and windy or with a mix of freezing rain?
5. What are the road conditions? Will vehicles be traveling in dark or daylight?
6. Does the weather affect the operation of machinery (such as school buses)?

In addition to these factors, Breckenridge Public Schools may also be advised on winter weather conditions from any of
the following organizations: City of Breckenridge, Wilkin County, MinnesotaHighway Patrol, Minnesota Department of
Transportation, and the National Weather Service.

How will we be notified of a school related postponement or cancellation?
Notifications about changes in our school schedule will be sent directly to parents/guardians and district staff via a
SchoolMessenger. Please make sure you have updated information in ParentVUE so you receive notifications.
Information will also be posted on the Breckenridge Schools Website at www.isd846.org and on our school Facebook
account: @isd846. You can also check local radio (KBMW 1450 and KFGO 790) or television stations (KVLY and WDAY).

When does school start if school is postponed?
It may be necessary to postpone the start of school due to weather. In the event school is one or two hours late –
breakfast, morning activities, preschool, and zero hour classes will be canceled. If postponed, a modified schedule will be
implemented:
1. One Hour Late – Bus pickup times will be approximately 1 hour late. School starts at 9:30 AM.
2. Two Hours Late – Bus pickup times will be approximately 2 hours late. School Starts at 10:30 AM.

When do you close school early because of the weather?
It may be necessary to dismiss school early and cancel after-school activities when weather conditions are expected to
worsen throughout the school day. Every effort will be made to decide 1 hour before dismissal. For example, if school is
dismissed two hours early, notification will be sent around 12:00.

Will Breckenridge Public Schools use virtual learning to make up for lost instructional time?
The Breckenridge Public School District may offer flexible/remote instruction when weather or other conditions require the
Superintendent to cancel in person classes (up to 5 days in an academic year). If the district is planning a flexible learning
day, the announcement will be included when sending weather related alerts. In the event school is canceled with no
flexible learning option due to inclement weather, storm make-up days (beginning June 2nd) may be scheduled to make
up for lost instructional time.

When will we know if activities have been canceled or rescheduled?
All decisions related to the postponement or cancellation of school activities due to weather will be made as soon as
possible and communicated to students, coaches, and parents/guardians. If school is canceled or dismissed early due to
weather conditions, there will be no after school activities (including practices). If school is delayed due to weather
conditions, there will be no before school activities (including practices). On a case-by-case basis, administration may
approve exceptions in special circumstances.

Additional winter weather information:
• Students will be sent outside for recess if the wind chill is 0⁰ F or above. Please have your children dress appropriately.
• Students utilizing school transportation during the winter months should have in their possession a winter coat, hat,
gloves, and boots to protect themselves from cold weather.
• Parents always have the right to keep children home or pick them up early if they feel the weather conditions are not
safe for travel.

Please contact the office at 218-643-2694 and/or Kristie Sullivan, Superintendent of Schools, at sullivank@isd846.org if
you have any questions regarding the winter weather plan. 35



G. Committee Reports
6. Old Business
7. New Business

A. Resolution Accepting Donations
B. MOU - Work Based Learning 
C. ELL Contract 37
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Independent School District #846 
Contract for Service 

 
THIS AGREEMENT, effective the 1st day of September, 2024, by and between Independent 
School District #846, Breckenridge, located in Breckenridge, Minnesota, and Independent 
School District #852, Campbell/Tintah, located in Campbell, Minnesota for the following 
services. Campbell/ Tintah School District will purchase from Breckenridge School District:  
 
Service & Salary: One day (4.64 hours) per week from Sergey Karamanov for English 

Language Leaner consultation services. Campbell/Tintah School 
District agrees to pay Breckenridge School District $375 per day.  
Estimated number of days of service is 18, which is a total cost of 
$6,750. 

 
    
 
Dates of service: September 1, 2024 through end of 2024/2025 school year 
 
 
The Campbell/Tintah School District will remit payment to the Breckenridge School 
District for services provided at the conclusion of school year. 
 
The parties to this contract agree to accept its provisions. 
 
 
________________________________   ________________________________ 
ISD 846, Authorized Signature   ISD 852, Authorized Signature  

    
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Date     Date 
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D. Adopt Policies: 508, 512, 517, 519 39
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Adopted: 08/09/2005 Breckenridge ISD 846 Policy 508
Orig. 1995

Revised: 10/16/2024 06/10/2008 Rev. 200722
Per MSBA, policies updated due to Minnesota statutory provisions or non-substantive changes can be approved at one meeting.
(Approval provision is included in Policy 208)

508 EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR FOR CERTAIN STUDENTS WITH
INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the school district complies with the overall
requirements of law as mandated for certain students subject to individualized education
programs (IEPs) when necessary to provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE).

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Extended School Year Services Must Be Available to Provide a FAPE. The
school district shall provide extended school year (ESY) services to a student who
is the subject of an IEP if the student’s IEP team determines the services are
necessary during a break in instruction in order to provide a FAPE.

B. Extended School Year Determination. At least annually, the IEP team must
determine that a student is in need of ESY services if the student meets any of the
following conditions:

1. There will be significant regression of a skill or acquired knowledge from
the student’s level of performance on an annual goal that requires more
than the length of the break in instruction to recoup unless the IEP team
determines a shorter time for recoupment is more appropriate; OR

2. Services are necessary for the student to attain and maintain
self-sufficiency because of the critical nature of the skill addressed by an
annual goal, the student’s age and level of development, and the timeliness
for teaching the skill; OR

3. The IEP team otherwise determines, given the student’s unique needs, that
ESY services are necessary to ensure the pupil receives a FAPE.

C. Required Factors Schools Must Consider in Making ESY Determinations. The
IEP team must decide ESY eligibility using information including:

1. Prior observations of the student’s regression and recoupment over the
summer;

2. Observations of the student’s tendency to regress over extended breaks in
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instruction during the school year; and

3. Experience with other students with similar instructional needs.

D. Additional Factors to Consider, Where Relevant. In making its determination of
ESY needs, the following factors must be considered, where relevant:

1. The student’s progress and maintenance of skills during the regular school
year.

2. The student’s degree of impairment.

3. The student’s rate of progress.

4. The student’s behavioral or physical problems.

5. The availability of alternative resources.

6. The student’s ability and need to interact with nondisabled peers.

7. The areas of the student’s curriculum which need continuous attention.

8. The student’s vocational needs.

E. No Unilateral Decisions. In the course of providing ESY services to children with
disabilities, the school district may not unilaterally limit the type, amount, or
duration of those services.

F. Services to Nonresident Students Temporarily Placed in School District. A school
district may provide ESY services to nonresident children with disabilities
temporarily placed in the school district in accordance with applicable state law.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 125A.14 (Extended School Year)
Minn. Rules Part 3525.0755
20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004)
34 C.F.R. Part 300 (IDEA RegulationsAssistance to States for the
Education of Children with Disabilities)

Cross References: None
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Adopted:  08/09/2005  Breckenridge ISD 846 Policy 512 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:  10/16/2024  Rev. 200224 
Per MSBA, policies updated due to Minnesota statutory provisions or non-substantive changes can be approved at one meeting. 
(Approval provision is included in Policy 208) 
 
512 SCHOOL-SPONSORED STUDENT PUBLICATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to protect students’ rights to free speech in production of 
official school-sponsored publications and activities while at the same time balancing the 
school district’s role in supervising student publications and the operation of public 
schools. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 
 [NOTE: A school district generally will wish to reserve a forum it sponsors for its 

intended purpose in light of the special characteristics of the school environment.  By 
doing so, the school district will have more authority/editorial control over student 
expression in such a forum.  Sponsorship alone may not be enough, however.  If the 
exercise of control is challenged, courts will examine factors such as whether the 
school district’s purpose in creating the forum was educational, whether school 
officials supervised the publication or activity and exercised editorial control over the 
contents, whether the materials were produced as part of the curriculum, and whether 
students received grades and academic credit for the publication or activity.  If a 
forum is reserved, regulation of student expression as in Section IV.B. of this policy 
will be permissible.  If a forum is not reserved, but rather is opened for public 
communication by tradition or designation, then only the limited regulation of speech 
as described in Section IV.A. of this policy will be permissible.] 
A. The school district may exercise editorial control over the style and content of 

student expression in school-sponsored publications and activities. 
 

B. Expressions and representations made by students in school-sponsored publications 
and activities are not expressions of official school district policy.  Faculty advisors 
shall supervise student writers to ensure compliance with the law and school district 
policies. 

 
C. Students who believe their right to free expression has been unreasonably restricted 

in an official student school-sponsored media publication or activity may seek 
review of the decision by the building principal.  The principal shall issue a decision 
no later than three (3) school days after review is requested. 

 
1. Students producing official school-sponsored media publications and 

activities shall be under the supervision of a faculty advisor and the school 
principal.  School-sponsored media Official publications and activities shall 
be subject to the guidelines set forth below. 

 
2. Official school publications School-sponsored media may be distributed at 

reasonable times and locations. 
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III. DEFINITIONS 
 

A. “Distribution” means circulation or dissemination of material by means of handing 
out free copies, selling or offering copies for sale, accepting donations for copies,  
posting or displaying material, or placing materials in internal staff or student 
mailboxes. 

 
B. “Official school publications” means school newspapers, yearbooks, or material 

produced in communications, journalism, or other writing classes as a part of the 
curriculum. 

 
B. “Material and substantial disruption” of a normal school activity means: 

 
1. Where the normal school activity is an educational program of the school 

district for which student attendance is compulsory, “material and 
substantial disruption” is defined as any disruption which interferes with or 
impedes the implementation of that program. 

 
2. Where the normal school activity is voluntary in nature (including, without 

limitation, school athletic events, school plays and concerts, and lunch 
periods) “material and substantial disruption” is defined as student rioting, 
unlawful seizures of property, conduct inappropriate to the event, 
participation in a school boycott, demonstration, sit-in, stand-in, walk-out, 
or other related forms of activity. 

 
In order for expression to be considered disruptive, there must exist specific facts 
upon which the likelihood of disruption can be forecast, including past experience 
in the school, current events influencing student activities and behavior, and 
instances of actual or threatened disruption relating to the written material in 
question. 
 

C. “Minor” means any person under the age of eighteen (18). 
 

D. “Obscene to minors” means: 
 

1. The average person, applying contemporary community standards, would 
find that the material, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest of 
minors of the age to whom distribution is requested; 

 
2. The material depicts or describes, in a manner that is patently offensive to 

prevailing standards in the adult community concerning how such conduct 
should be presented to minors of the age to whom distribution is requested, 
sexual conduct such as intimate sexual acts (normal or perverted), 
masturbation, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition of the genitals; and 

 
3. The material, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or 
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scientific value for minors. 
 

E. “School activities” means any activity of students sponsored by the school 
including, but not limited to, classroom work, library activities, physical education 
classes, official assemblies and other similar gatherings, school athletic contests, 
band concerts, school plays and other theatrical productions, and in-school lunch 
periods. 

 
 F.      "School-sponsored media" means material that is: 
  1.      prepared, wholly or substantially written, published, broadcast, or   
   otherwise disseminated by a student journalist enrolled in the school  
   district; 

2.      distributed or generally made available to students in the school; and 
  3.      prepared by a student journalist under the supervision of a student media  
   adviser. 

School-sponsored media does not include material prepared solely for distribution 
or transmission in the classroom in which the material is produced, or a yearbook. 

  
 G.      "Student journalist" means a school district student in grades 6 through 12  who 

gathers, compiles, writes, edits, photographs, records, or otherwise  prepares 
information for dissemination in school-sponsored media. 

 H.      "Student media adviser" means a qualified teacher, as defined in Minnesota 
Statutes, section 122A.16, that the school district employs, appoints, or designates 
to supervise student journalists or provide instruction relating to school-sponsored 
media. 

G. “Libelous” is a false and unprivileged statement about a specific individual that 
tends to harm the individual’s reputation or to lower that individual in the esteem 
of the community. 

[NOTE: The 2024 Minnesota legislature enacted the new definitions above and 
the new language in Article IV. below.] 

IV. GUIDELINES 
 

A. Except as provided in paragraph B below, a student journalist has the right to 
exercise freedom of speech and freedom of the press in school-sponsored media 
regardless of whether the school-sponsored media receives financial support from 
the school or district, uses school equipment or facilities in its production, or is 
produced as part of a class or course in which the student journalist is enrolled. 
Freedom of speech includes freedom to express political viewpoints. Consistent 
with paragraph B below, a student journalist has the right to determine the news, 
opinion, feature, and advertising content of school-sponsored media. The school 
district must not discipline a student journalist for exercising rights or freedoms 
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under this paragraph or the First Amendment of the United States Constitution. 
 
B. Student expression in an official school publication school-sponsored media, a 

yearbook, or school-sponsored activity is prohibited when the material: 
 

1. is obscene to minors; 
 

2. is libelous or slanderous is defamatory; 

  3.      is profane, harassing, threatening, or intimidating;  

  4.      constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy; 

  5.      violates federal or state law; 

  6.      causes a material and substantial disruption of school activities; 

  7.      is directed to inciting or producing imminent lawless action on school 
premises or the violation of lawful school policies or rules, including a 
policy adopted in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.03 or 
121A.031; 

8. advertises or promotes any product or service not permitted for minors by 
law; 

 
4. encourages students to commit illegal acts or violate school regulations or 

substantially disrupts the orderly operation of school or school activities; 
 

9. expresses or advocates sexual, racial, or religious harassment or violence or 
prejudice; or 

 
10. is distributed or displayed in violation of time, place, and manner 

regulations. 

 C.      The school district must not retaliate or take adverse employment action against a 
student media adviser for supporting a student journalist exercising rights or 
freedoms under paragraph A above or the First Amendment of the United States 
Constitution. 

 D.      Notwithstanding the rights or freedoms of this Article or the First Amendment of 
the United States Constitution, nothing in this Article inhibits a student media 
adviser from teaching professional standards of English and journalism to student 
journalists. 

B. Expression in an official school publication or school-sponsored activity is subject 
to editorial control by the school district over the style and content so long as the 
school district’s actions are reasonably related to legitimate pedagogical concerns.  
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These may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

1. assuring that participants learn whatever lessons the activity is designed to 
teach; 

 
2. assuring that readers or listeners are not exposed to material that may be 

inappropriate for their level of maturity; 
 

3. assuring that the views of the individual speaker are not erroneously 
attributed to the school; 

 
4. assuring that the school is not associated with any position other than 

neutrality on matters of political controversy; 
 

5. assuring that the sponsored student speech cannot reasonably be perceived 
to advocate conduct otherwise inconsistent with the shared values of a 
civilized social order; 

 
6. assuring that the school is not associated with expression that is, for 

example, ungrammatical, poorly written, inadequately researched, biased or 
prejudiced, vulgar or profane, or unsuitable for immature audiences. 

 
E. Time, Place, and Manner of Distribution 

 
Students shall be permitted to distribute written materials at school as follows: 

 
1. Time 

 
Distribution shall be limited to the hours before the school day begins, 
during lunch hour and after school is dismissed. 

 
2. Place 

 
Written materials may be distributed in locations so as not to interfere with 
the normal flow of traffic within the school hallways, walkways, entry 
ways, and parking lots.  Distribution shall not impede entrance to or exit 
from school premises in any way. 

 
3. Manner 

 
No one shall induce or coerce a student or staff member to accept a student 
publication. 

 
V.  POSTING 
 
 The school district must adopt a student journalist policy consistent with Minnesota 

Statutes, section 121A.80 and post it on the district website. 
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[NOTE: This model policy is crafted to fulfill the obligation stated above.] 

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I 
   Morse v. Frederick, 551 U.S. 393, 127 S.Ct. 2618, 168 L.Ed.2d 290 (2007) 

Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260, 108 S.Ct. 562, 98 
L.Ed.2d 592 (1988) 
Bystrom v. Fridley High School, I.S.D. No. 14, 822 F. 2d 747 (8th Cir. 1987) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.03 (Model Policy) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.031 (School Student Bullying Policy) 
Minn. Stat. § 121A.80 (Student Journalism; Student Expression) 
 

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored 
Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline) 
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School 
District Property by Nonschool Persons) 
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Adopted:  08/09/2005  Breckenridge ISD 846 Policy 517 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:  10/16/2024  Rev. 200022 
Per MSBA, policies updated due to Minnesota statutory provisions or non-substantive changes can be approved at one meeting. 
(Approval provision is included in Policy 208) 
 
517 STUDENT RECRUITING 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

 The purpose of this policy is to prevent school district employees from exerting 
undue influence for purposes of securing or retaining the attendance of a student in a 
school. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. It is the policy of the school district to encourage employees to make available to 
all interested people information regarding the school district, its schools, 
programs, policies, and procedures.  The purpose of such activity is to assist in the 
process of fully informed decision making regarding school enrollment and to 
enhance the visibility and image of the school district. 

 
B. At the same time, the school district recognizes that the scope of such activity is 

limited by statutory authority and bylaws of the Minnesota State High School 
League.  Accordingly, it shall be a violation of this policy for employees to exert 
undue influence for purposes of securing or retaining the attendance of a student in 
a school or to compete with another school district for the enrollment of students. 

 
C. Employees are further prohibited from encouraging others to engage in such 

conduct on behalf of the school district. 
 
III. DEFINITION 
 

A. The terms “undue influence” or “competing for enrollment” shall include initiating 
any oral or written contact with a student from another school district who 
participates in a school-sponsored sport or activity which solicits the student’s 
transfer to participate in a sport or activity. 

 
B. The terms shall also include the awarding of tuition, allowance for board and/or 

room, allowance for transportation, priority in assignments of jobs, cash or gifts in 
any form, or any other privilege or consideration if not similarly available to all 
students. 

 
IV. PROCEDURES 
 

A. The school board shall adopt, by resolution, specific standards for acceptance and 
rejection of applications for open enrollment.  Standards may include the capacity 
of a program, class, school building, or the statutory limits to nonresident 
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enrollment in a particular grade level, or whether the student is currently expelled 
for (1) possessing a dangerous weapon, as defined under federal law, at a school or 
school function; (2) possession or using an illegal drug at school or at a school 
function; (3) selling or soliciting the sale of a controlled substance while at school 
or a school function; or committing a first, second or third degree assault as 
described in state law.  Standards for acceptance and rejection of open-enrollment 
applications are subject to the Graduation Incentives Program and may not include 
previous academic achievement, athletic or other extracurricular ability, disabling 
conditions, proficiency in the English language, previous disciplinary proceedings, 
or the student’s district of residence. 

 
B. Employees who violate the provisions of the policy shall be subject to disciplinary 

action as appropriate.  Any such disciplinary action shall be made pursuant to and 
in accordance with applicable statutory authority, collective bargaining agreements, 
school district policies, and the bylaws of the Minnesota High School League, as 
applicable. 

 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program) 

   Minn. Stat. § 124D.68 (Graduation Incentives 
Program) 
   Minnesota State High School League Bylaws 

 
Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students) 

   MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 10, Minnesota State 
High School League (MSHSL) 
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Adopted:  08/09/2005  Breckenridge ISD 846 Policy 519 
Orig. 1995 

Revised:  10/16/2024  Rev. 200222 
Per MSBA, policies updated due to Minnesota statutory provisions or non-substantive changes can be approved at one meeting. 
(Approval provision is included in Policy 208) 
 
519 INTERVIEWS OF STUDENTS BY OUTSIDE AGENCIES 
 
I. PURPOSE 
 

 There are occasions in which persons other than school district officials and 
employees find it necessary to speak with a student during the school day.  Student safety 
and disruption of the educational program is of concern to the school district.  The purpose 
of this policy is to establish the procedures for access to students by authorized individuals 
during the school day. 

 
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 
 

A. Generally, students may not be interviewed during the school day by persons other 
than a student’s parents, school district officials, employees and/or agents, except 
as otherwise provided by law and/or this policy. 

 
B. Requests from law enforcement officers and those other than a student’s parents, 

school district officials, employees and/or agents to interview students shall be 
made through the principal’s office.  Upon receiving a request, it shall be the 
responsibility of the principal to determine whether the request will be granted.  
Prior to granting a request, the principal shall attempt to contact the student’s 
parents to inform them of the request, except where otherwise prohibited by law. 

 
III. INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED UNDER THE MALTREATMENT OF MINORS 

ACT 
 

A. In the case of an investigation pursuant to the Reporting of Maltreatment of Minors 
Act, Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260E, Minn. Stat. § 626.556, Subd. 10, a local 
welfare agency, the agency responsible for investigating the report, and a local law 
enforcement agency may interview, without parental consent, an alleged victim and 
any minors who currently reside with or who have resided with the alleged 
perpetrator.  The interview may take place at school and during school hours.  
School district officials will work with the local welfare agency, the agency 
responsible for investigating the report, or law enforcement agency to select a place 
appropriate for the interview.  The interview may take place outside the presence 
of the perpetrator or parent, legal custodian, guardian, or school district official.  

 
B. If the interview took place or is to take place on school district property, an order 

of the juvenile court pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 626.556, Subd. 10 (c) Minnesota 
Statutes Chapter 260E may specify that school district officials may not disclose to 
the parent, legal custodian, or guardian the contents of the notification of intent to 
interview the child on school district property and/or any other related information 
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regarding the interview that may be a part of the child’s record.  The school district 
official must receive a copy of the order from the local welfare or law enforcement 
agency. 

 
C. When the local welfare agency, local law enforcement agency, or agency 

responsible for assessing or investigating a report of maltreatment determines that 
an interview should take place on school district property, school district officials 
must receive written notification of intent to interview the child on school district 
property prior to the interview.  The notification shall include the name of the child 
to be interviewed, the purpose of the interview, and a reference to the statutory 
authority to conduct an interview on school district property.  Where the interviews 
are conducted by the local welfare agency, the notification must be signed by the 
chair of the local  social services agency or the chair’s designee.  The notification 
is private educational data on the student.  School district officials may not disclose 
to the parent, legal custodian or guardian the contents of the notification or any 
other related information regarding the interview until notified in writing by the 
local welfare or law enforcement agency that the investigation or assessment has 
been concluded, unless a school employee or agent is alleged to have maltreated 
the child.  Until school district officials receive said notification, all inquiries 
regarding the nature of the investigation or assessment should be directed to the 
local welfare or law enforcement agency or the agency responsible for assessing or 
investigating a report of maltreatment shall be solely responsible for any disclosure 
regarding the nature of the assessment or investigation. 

 
D. School district officials shall have discretion to reasonably schedule the time, place, 

and manner of an interview by a local welfare or local law enforcement agency on 
school district premises.  However, where the alleged perpetrator is believed to be 
a school district official or employee, the local welfare or local law enforcement 
agency will have discretion to determine where the interview will be held.  The 
interview must be conducted not more than 24 hours after the receipt of the 
notification unless another time is considered necessary by agreement between the 
school district officials and the local welfare or law enforcement agency.  However, 
school district officials must yield to the discretion of  the local welfare or law 
enforcement agency concerning other persons in attendance at the interview.  
School district officials will make every effort to reduce the disruption to the 
educational program of the child, other students, or school staff when an interview 
is conducted on school district premises. 

 
E. Students shall not be taken from school district property without the consent of the 

principal and without proper warrant. 
 
 
Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.32 (Educational Data) 

   Minn. Stat. Ch. 260E (Reporting of Maltreatment of 
Minors) § 626.556, Subd. 10(c) and (d) (Duties of Local Welfare Agency 
and Local Law Enforcement Agency Upon Receipt of a Report) 
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Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 103 (Complaints – Students, Employees, 
Parents, Other Persons) 
   MSBA/MASA Model Policy 414 (Mandated 
Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical or Sexual Abuse) 
   MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and 
Privacy of Pupil Records) 
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E. November Board Meeting 
F. Election Canvas

8. Adjournment
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