
East Lansing Board of Education
   509 Burcham Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823

______________________________________________

Regular Meeting
February 13, 2023 - 7:00 PM

East Lansing High School Auditorium
509 Burcham Drive

East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Agenda

I. Opening of Meeting
A. Call to Order 
 
B. Roll Call
 
C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building 
World Citizens
 
D. Approval of Agenda
Motion: The Board of Education approves the agenda of the February 13, 2023, 
regular meeting, as presented.
 
E. Board Leadership
 
F. Approval of Minutes
Motion: The Board of Education approves the minutes of the following 
meetings:

1. January 23, 2023 regular meeting
2. January 30, 2023 special meeting
3. February 7, 2023 special meeting
 

II. Recognition
 
III. Student Representative Report
 
IV. Superintendent's Report
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V. Consent Agenda 
Motion: The Board of Education approves the consent agenda to include the 
following item:

A. Hiring of Kimberly Cash,1.0 FTE, 3rd grade teacher at Glencairn 
at MA Step 9 effective February 14, 2023.
 

VI. Public Comment:  This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are 
to confine their remarks to five minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five 
minutes, after all other persons who have requested to speak during this part of the 
meeting have spoken, that speaker will be allowed additional time.  The 
Superintendent or other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid significant 
misunderstandings. 
 
VII. Presentation

A. School Safety Data and ELHS Safety Plan Updates, Superintendent Dori 
Leyko and Assistant Superintendent Glenn Mitcham
 

VIII. Board Discussion
 
IX. Action Items

A. Budget Calendar
Motion: The Board of Education adopt the budget calendar for the 
development of East Lansing Public Schools 2023-24 budget, as 
presented.
 
B. 5707 School Wellness Policy
Motion: The Board of Education approve the revisions to Policy 
5707, School Wellness Policy, as presented.
 
C. Authorized Check Signers
Motion: The Board of Education authorize the following 
positions to be authorized check signers:

1. Board of Education Treasurer
2. Superintendent
3. Director of Finance and Operations
 

X. Committee Reports 
A. Academic and Technology Committee
B. Facilities Committee
C. Finance Committee
D. Intergovernmental Relations
E. Personnel Committee
F. Policy Committee
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XI. Announcements 
 
XII. Adjournment 

Respectfully Submitted,

Dori Leyko
Superintendent
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Regular Meeting 
Monday, January 23, 2023, 7:00 PM Eastern 

Board Room 
509 Burcham Drive 

East Lansing, Michigan 48823   

I. Opening of Meeting
I.A. Call to Order

Board President Kath Edsall called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

I.B. Roll Call

Present: 9. Absent: 1 

I.C. Mission Statement: Nurturing Each Child, Educating All Students, Building World Citizens

I.D. Approval of Agenda
Motion 22-23/060: The Board of Education approves the agenda of January 23, 2023, regular 
meeting, as presented.  

A friendly amendment was made by Dr. Elizabeth Lyons to amend item V. Consent Agenda as 
follows:  

B. hiring of Stirling Korte 1.0 FTE high school English teacher at BA Step 10.5 effective
January 24, 2023.

A friendly amendment was made by Ms. Debbie Walton to amend the agenda to add: 
VII. Board Discussion and renumber the items accordingly.

Dr. Elizabeth Lyons recognized the friendly amendments. 

This motion, made by Dr. Elizabeth Lyons and seconded by Dr. Terah Chambers 

Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Ms. Amanda Cormier: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: 
Aye, Ms. Monica Fink: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Ms. Debbie Walton: Aye 

Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

I.E. Approval of Minutes
Motion 22-23/061: The Board of Education approves the January 9, 2023 regular meeting 
minutes, as presented. 

Dr. Terah Chambers: Present 

Ms. Amanda Cormier: Present 

Dr. Kath Edsall: Present 

Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Present 

Ms. Monica Fink: Present 

Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Present 

Ms. Debbie Walton: Present 

Student Representative 

Gabriel Benavides Present 

Alexander Mielock Absent 

Ms. Dori Leyko Present 
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This motion, made by Ms. Debbie Walton and seconded by Dr. Elizabeth Lyons, Passed. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Ms. Amanda Cormier: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: 
Aye, Ms. Monica Fink: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Ms. Debbie Walton: Aye 
 

Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

II. Recognition 
  

 Naomi Sowa, a senior at ELHS has been named a Finalist for the MHSAA Scholar-Athlete 
Award.  This is a very prestigious award. 
 
To be eligible for the award, students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5/4.0 and previously 
have won a varsity letter in at least one sport in which the MHSAA sponsors a postseason 
tournament. Students also were asked to respond to a series of short essay questions, 
submit two letters of recommendation, and a 500-word essay on the importance of 
sportsmanship in educational athletics. 
 
Naomi participates in volleyball and softball and is an outstanding example of the best of 
our student-athletes. 
 

 The Dr. Martin Luther King Commission of Mid-Michigan held its annual essay contest for 
Greater Lansing middle and high school students. This year’s theme was the quote, “Now is 
the time to lift our nation from the quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of 
brotherhood.” Two students from ELHS, Nia Long and Kennedy Duncan, were winners of 
the contest and received the Mark S. McDaniel and James Butler Legacy Scholarship for 
graduating seniors. 
 

 MSBOA Michigan Music Conference held in Grand Rapids last week: 
All-State musicians - selected from ~ 2400 auditionees 
 

MMS 
Band - Helena Konett - percussion 
Honorable mention - Micah Bolding - percussion 
 
HS 
 Orchestra - Serafima Bezuglova  & Dana Hardy - violin 
 Band - Annie Walton & Peter Ahlin - trumpet 
 Jazz band - Skyler Hamlin - jazz piano 
 Honorable Mention -  Ben Cook - trombone 
 
Young Composers 
Juniper Walker, 8 years old, Marble Elementary School "The Sleepy Polar Bear" 
Johnny Danziger, HS  Senior, "Achilles Fanfare" and "Almost Home" 
 
Staff members: Two presidents-elect  
Eric Cadena - Michigan School Vocal Music Association 
Carin McEvoy - Michigan Music Education Association 

 
5



January 23, 2023 
Page 3 

III. Student Representative Report 
  
Student Representative Benavides:  

 Statement on East Lansing High School safety concerns. 

IV. Superintendent's Report 
  

 Kindergarten Information Night will be held on February 23 from 6:00 - 7:00 pm at 
MacDonald Middle School. Information is available on our website. This is an event for 
resident and non-resident families interested in Kindergarten or Young Fives beginning in 
fall of 2023. 

 Statement regarding the incident after Thursday's basketball game. 

V. Consent Agenda 
Motion: 22-23/062: The Board of Education approves the consent agenda to include the 
following items:  
 

V.A. Authorized Check Signers 
The Board of Education authorizes the following individuals to be authorized check 
signers: 

V.A.1. Board of Education Treasurer, Debbie Walton 
V.A.2. Superintendent, Dori Leyko 
V.A.3. Director of Finance and Operations, Richard Pugh 
 

V.B. hiring of Stirling Korte 1.0 FTE high school English teacher at BA Step 10.5 effective 
January 24, 2023. 

 
This motion, made by Dr. Elizabeth Lyons and seconded by Dr. Terah Chambers, Passed. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Ms. Amanda Cormier: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: 
Aye, Ms. Monica Fink: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Ms. Debbie Walton: Aye 
 

Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

VI. Public Comment:  This is the opportunity to address the Board.  Speakers are to confine their 
remarks to five minutes.  If a speaker requires more than five minutes, after all other persons who 
have requested to speak during this part of the meeting have spoken, that speaker will be allowed 
additional time.  The Superintendent or other district staff may comment to clear up or avoid 
significant misunderstandings. 
  

 Dr. Nichole Biber - School breakfasts 

 Jeff Lampi - High school safety 

 Ev Holbrook, Carmela Watson, Audrey Vlahos, Isabel Gorchow - School safety 

 Iris Zink - School safety, teacher safety 

 Del Chenault - Student safety, school violence 

 Jennifer - Fighting 

 Kerry Keyton 
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 Kevin Mayes - Violence 

 Mary Fata 

 Elaina Wallace - Gun, Fighting, lack communication 

 Gary Holbrook - School safety 

 Adam Orange - School violence 

 Mark Pontoni - HS security 

 Tim Akers - Student discipline/school safety 

 Ross Gorman - High school safety and security 

 Madelyn Zink - School safety and teacher mental health 

 Graham Flynn - School safety 

 Dyron Chaples-Vargas - Safety from a student 

 Lori Vanderbush 

 Maggie Swords - Safety 

 Megan Chumbley - ELHS fights 

 Nina VanOtteren - Safety 

 Kristen Pfaendtner - Safety in the high school 

 Tobias Vanderbush - Safety 

 Dalton McGraw - School safety 

 Gretchen Rojewski -School safety and culture 

 Quiana Davis 

 Norm Scott - HS climate 

 Katie Smith - School community 

 Nick Chenault - School policies and the safety of kids 

VII. Board Discussion: 

 Response from Public Comment: 
o Ms. Faris-Hylen - Thank you for speaking; still processing the comments made 

tonight. 
o Dr. Lyons – Processing the response to public comment. 
o Ms. Walton – Taking this extremely seriously, committed to supporting staff and 

administration to get this under control immediately; problem has been identified 
and that will lead to solutions. 

o Dr. Chambers – Here to support teachers students, staff, and community; appreciate 
hearing all the comments because it means that people care; you are heard and will 
receive action. 

o Ms. Cormier - Appreciated hearing the public comment; reason she ran for the board 
is to be a teacher voice; thank you for speaking tonight. 

o Dr. Edsall – Accusations seemed directed at her; I listen and take it all in...we are a 
team working together; we need to work together to find the medium where 
students are supported and safe, black and brown students are not tased or 
arrested, I hear all concerns, would like the comments with specific solutions sent to 
the Board, all comments are appreciated and we will do better with communication. 

o Ms. Leyko – the emotion when reading my statement comes from the deep care of 
staff, students, and community, I am committed to working with all of you to make 
this a safer and better place. 
 

Board took a five-minute break. Returned to session at 10:03 pm. 
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VIII. Action Items 

VIII.A. Purchase and Installation of MMS/Elementary Classroom AV 
 Motion 22-23/062: The Board of Education approves the purchase of classroom AV hardware 
and installation from MOSS in the amount of $692,049.58.  
 
This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Ms. Debbie Walton, Passed. 

 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Ms. Amanda Cormier: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: 
Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Ms. Debbie Walton: Aye, Ms. Monica Fink, Not Present 
 

Aye: 6, Nay: 0 

 
VIII.B. New High School Course - "Exploring Education 

Motion: 22-23/063: The Board of Education approves the new high school course, "Exploring 
Education", as presented.  
 
This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Ms. Debbie Walton, Passed. 

 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Ms. Amanda Cormier: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: 
Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Ms. Debbie Walton: Aye, Ms. Monica Fink, Not Present 

 
Aye: 6, Nay: 0 

 
Discussion followed. 

VIII.C. Policy 5106 - Transgender Students Revision 
Motion: 22-23/064: The Board of Education approves the revisions to Policy 5106 - 
Transgender Students, as presented. 
 
This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Ms. Debbie Walton, Passed. 
 
Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Ms. Amanda Cormier: Aye, Dr. Kath Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: 
Aye, Ms. Monica Fink: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Ms. Debbie Walton: Aye 

 
Aye: 7, Nay: 0 

 

Discussion followed. 

IX. Committee Reports  

IX.A. Academic and Technology Committee 

 The next meeting is scheduled for February 16 at 1:00 pm in the Board room. 

IX.B. Facilities Committee 

 The committee met today, January 23.  
o Introduction of Billy Hastings, Director of Operations 
o Outdoor Learning Centers 
o Fencing at Donley 8
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o Auditorium lighting 
o Roofing project 
o Safe Routes to Schools 

 The next meeting will be on February 22 at 8:00 am. 

IX.C. Finance Committee 

 The next meeting is Wednesday, January 25 at 12:30 pm in the Board room. 

IX.D. Intergovernmental Relations 

 Drafted a Statement of Purpose to be voted on at the first meeting, TBD. 

 The committee has begun intra-agency meetings of interest to the District. 

 The 2023-24 legislative session began on January 11. 

 East Lansing City Council's regular meeting is on January 24 at 7:00 pm. 

 Governor Whitmer delivers the annual State of the State Address on January 25 at 7:00 
pm. 

 The Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) will host Views from the Capitol 
webinar on January 26 at 12:00 pm.  Board members may register at www.masb.org. 

 The East Lansing Community Development Advisory Committee will be on January 26 at 
6:00 pm. 

 The National School Boards Association (NSBA) will be holding its Equity Symposium in 
person on January 28 in Washington DC.  Board members interested should register at 
www.my.nsba.org. 

  The NSBA will also be holding its Annual Advocacy Institute from January 29 -31 in 
Washington DC. Board members interested should register at 
www.nsba.org/events/advocay-institute-2023. 

IX.E. Personnel Committee 

 The committee has not met yet. 

 New Board members will need to sign up for Superintendent Evaluation Training. 

 Discussion on which tool the Board will be using - if a new tool then all members may need 
to be trained.  

o Remote training held on February 7  

IX.F. Policy Committee  

 The committee next meets on February 23 at 10:00 am. 

X. Announcements  
 

 MacDonald Middle School 8th grade dance committee meeting – 1/24 at 6:30 pm. 

 Marble Muskrats Mindful Movement Event and Buddies Pizza Fundraiser – 1/26. 

 Green – Warm Hands, Warm Hearts, Warm Paws donations for Humane Society through 
the end of January. 

 Red Cedar – Sock and underwear drive; Second Book Fair in April; April 20 – STEAM event. 

 ELHS sporting events: 
o Gymnastics vs Haslett – 1/25 
o Boys Basketball – Freshman, JV, and Varsity vs Okemos – 1/26 
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o Hockey vs Lumen Christie 1/27 – Suburban Ice 
o Hockey vs Kalamazoo Eagles 1/28 – Suburban Ice 

 Upcoming School Association meetings  
o William Donley School Association (WDSA) - third Tuesday/month at 7:00 pm 
o Glencairn Elementary Community Council (GECC) - second Tuesday/month at 6:30 pm. 
o Robert L. Green Community Council - (RLGCC) - first Tuesday/month at 6:00 pm. 
o Marble School Community Council (MSCC) - second Tuesday/month at 7:00 pm. 
o Marble and East Lansing Equity Team - second Tuesday/month at 6:00 pm. 
o Red Cedar Family Council - third Tuesday/month at 5:30 pm. 
o Whitehills School Association (WSA) - third Tuesday/month at 6:00 pm. 
o MacDonald Middle School Community Council - (MMSCC) - fourth Tuesday/month at 

6:30 pm. 
o East Lansing High School Community Council (ELHSCC) - third Tuesday/month at 6:00 

pm. 

XI. Adjournment  
The meeting adjourned at 10:13 pm. 

 

President 
 
 

Secretary 
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Special Meeting - School Safety 

Monday, January 30, 2023, 7:00 PM Eastern 

I. Opening of Meeting

I.A. Ca// to Order

East Lansing High School Auditorium 

509 Burcham Drive 

East Lansing, Michigan 48823 

The meeting was called to order by Kath Edsall at 7:00 pm. 

I.B. Roll Call

Dr. Terah Chambers: Present 

Ms. Amanda Cormier: Present 

Dr. Kath Edsall: Present 

Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Present 

Ms. Monica Fink: Absent 

Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Present 

Ms. Debbie Walton: Present 

Ms. Dori Leyko Present 

Present: 6, Absent: 1. 
Ms. Monica Fink arrived at 7:04 pm. 

I.C. Approval of Agenda
Motion: 22-23/065: The Board of Education approves the agenda of January 30, 2023, special 

meeting, as presented. 

This motion, made by Dr. Terah Chambers and seconded by Dr. Elizabeth Lyons, Passed. 

Ms. Monica Fink: Absent, Dr. Terah Chambers: Aye, Ms. Amanda Cormier: Aye, Dr. Kath 

Edsall: Aye, Ms. Tali Faris-Hylen: Aye, Dr. Elizabeth Lyons: Aye, Ms. Debbie Walton: Aye 

Aye: 6, Nay: o, Absent: 1 

A friendly amendment was made by Ms. Debbie Walton to add IV. Board Discussion and renumber 
remaining items accordingly. 

II. Presentation

II.A. School Safety Plan and Assessment, Superintendent Leyko, and Assistant Principal, Glenn

Mitcham

Statement from Kath Edsall - attached at end of minutes. 

Discussion followed. 
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  TO:  Board of Education     
    
  FROM:  Dori Leyko  
    Superintendent of Schools  
  
SUBJECT: Human Resources Action Item  
  
  DATE:  February 6, 2023  
  
  

It is recommended that the Board approve the hiring of Kimberly 
Cash 1.0 FTE 3rd grade teacher at MA Step 9 effective February 
14, 2023.  

  

  

  

  

  
Hire  

  

MEMORANDUM  
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
TO:  ELPS Board of Education, Dori Leyko, Superintendent 
 
FROM:  Richard Pugh, Director of Finance & Operations 
 
SUBJECT: Action Item – Budget Calendar 
 
DATE:  February 7, 2023 
 
 
Recommendation:  

 
It is recommended that the Board of Education adopt the budget calendar for the 
development of East Lansing Public Schools 2023-24 budget as presented.      
 
Background: 
 
The Finance Committee review the budget calendar at its meeting on January 25, 2023.  
The calendar has been updated to reflect new Finance Committee meeting dates. 

 
From the 1-9-2023 BOE packet: 

 
Section 141.434 of the Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act states “The chief 
administrative officer shall transmit the recommended budget to the legislative body 
according to an appropriate time schedule developed by the local unit”.  It has been the 
District’s practice to adopt a budget calendar that provides a timeline for the budget 
development.  The Finance Committee will review the attached budget calendar at its 
meeting on January 19, 2023.  Board action is anticipated on January 23, 2023.    
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updated 2-1-2023

January 13, 2023 January Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference

January 25, 2023 Finance Committee Meeting - review 2022-23 First Budget Revision

January 25, 2023 Governor's State of State Address (budget priorities)

early to mid February 

2023
Governor's State budget proposal 

February 8, 2023 Supplemental Count Day

February 15, 2023 Finance Committee Meeting - early 2023-24 budget forecast

March 15, 2023 Finance Committee Meeting - review 2023-24 budget development

late March 2023
Buildings to confirm to business office number of returning students 

and kindergarten numbers (develop SOC slots)

April 10, 2023
Board Meeting - info. on administrative recommendation on SOC 

slots

April 19, 2023 Finance Committee Meeting - review 2023-24 budget development

April 24, 2023
Board Meeting - action on SOC slots and 2022-23 Final Budget 

Revision

mid May 2023 May Consensus Revenue Estimating Conference

May 17, 2023
Finance Committee Meeting - review 2023-24 budget 

recommendations

June 4, 2023
Notice of Public Hearing Published in local newspaper (Truth in 

Taxation, at least 6 calendar days prior to hearing)

June 12, 2023
Board Meeting - Public Hearing on the 2023-24 Budget followed by 

adoption (by law Board must adopt budget by June 30)

EAST LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2023-24 Budget Calendar
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
TO:  ELPS Board of Education, Dori Leyko, Superintendent 
 
FROM:  Richard Pugh, Director of Finance & Operations 
 
SUBJECT: Action Item – 5707 School Wellness Policy 
 
DATE:  February 7, 2023 
 
Recommendation: 

 
It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the revisions to Policy 5707, 
School Wellness Policy, as presented.   
 
Background: 

 
From the 1-23-2023 BOE packet: 
 
It was recently discovered that none of the District’s new Board policies contain a food 
service bad debt meal policy.  I reached out to Thrun Law Firm to request such a policy 
and they were aware of the omission and were planning to release an updated policy 
this summer.  However, I am in the process of submitting a food service management 
company RFP to MDE, for their review, and the District’s bad debt policy is part of the 
submission.  Thrun has provided the attached revision to policy 5707 (School Wellness 
Policy) to include bad debt language.  This policy may be revised further by Thrun for a 
summer release.      
 
I will request the Board take action on the attached revised policy 5707 at the February 
13, 2023 Board meeting. 
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Series 5000: Students, Curriculum, and Academic Matters 

5700 Student Health and Safety 

5707 School Wellness Policy 

The District is committed to providing a school environment that enhances opportunities 
for learning and lifelong wellness. 

 Nutrition Promotion and Education Goals 

All students will receive nutrition education annually that is aligned with the 
Michigan Health Education Grade Level Content Expectations and the Michigan 
Merit Curriculum Guidelines for Health Education. Teaching healthy eating 
behaviors will be part of the curriculum. 

The District promotes healthy food and beverage choices for students. The District 
will implement evidence-based healthy food promotion techniques through: 

 offering school meal programs; and 

 publicizing foods and beverages that meet or exceed the USDA Smart Snacks 
in School nutrition standards. The District will collaborate with public and private 
entities to promote student wellness. 

The District will make water available to students throughout the school day. 

 Physical Activity Goals 

The District will offer physical education programs that are designed to equip 
students with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary for lifelong physical 
activity. Physical education instruction will be aligned with the Michigan Physical 
Education Grade Level Content Expectations and the Michigan Merit Curriculum 
Guidelines for Physical Education. 

Students will have the opportunity to participate regularly in supervised physical 
activities, either organized or unstructured, intended to maintain physical fitness 
and an understanding of the benefits of a physically active and healthy lifestyle. 

The District strives to provide physical activity breaks for all students, including 
recess for elementary students and before and after school activities, and 
encourages students to use active transport (e.g., walking, biking). 

The District encourages parents/guardians to support their students’ participation 
in physical activity, to be physically active role models, and to include physical 
activities in family events. 

 Goals for Other School-Based Activities Designed to Promote Student Wellness 

The District may partner with community members or groups to implement this 
Policy. The District will also: 
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 participate in state and federal child nutrition programs as appropriate; 

 allow other health-related entities to use school facilities for activities such as 
health clinics, screenings, and wellness events consistent with Policy 3304; 

 use evidence-based strategies to develop, structure, and support student 
wellness; and 

 create environments conducive to healthy eating, physical activity, and 
conveying consistent health messages. 

 Standards and Nutrition Guidelines for All Foods and Beverages Sold to Students 
on the School Campus and During the School Day 

The District will ensure that students have access to foods and beverages that 
comply with applicable laws and guidelines including, but not limited to, the USDA 
Nutrition Standards for School Meals and the USDA Smart Snacks in School 
nutrition standards. 

The District will offer students a variety of age-appropriate, healthy food and 
beverage selections including fruits, vegetables, and whole grains aimed at 
meeting the nutrition needs of students within their calorie requirements to promote 
student health and reduce childhood obesity. 

 Standards for All Foods and Beverages Provided, But Not Sold, to Students During 
the School Day 

The District may provide a list of healthy food and beverage alternatives to 
parents/guardians, teachers, and students for classroom parties, rewards and 
incentives, or classroom snacks. The District discourages the use of unhealthy 
food and beverages as a reward or incentive for performance or behavior. 

 Food and Beverage Marketing 

Marketing and advertising is allowed on school grounds or at school activities only 
for foods and beverages that meet or exceed the USDA Smart Snacks in School 
nutrition standards. Food and beverage fundraising and marketing that occurs at 
events outside of school hours need not comply with the USDA Smart Snacks in 
School nutrition standards. 

In-school fundraising events must comply with Policy 5501 and MDE’s Non-
Compliant Food Fundraiser Guidance, which permits 2 fundraisers per week, per 
school building that do not comply with USDA Smart Snacks in School nutrition 
standards. In-school fundraising events may last up to 1 day and may not be held 
in the food service area during meal times. 

Equipment that currently displays noncompliant marketing materials (e.g., 
scoreboard with soft drink logo) will not be removed or replaced. As the District 
reviews and considers new contracts and as durable equipment, like scoreboards, 
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is replaced or updated, any food or beverages marketed and advertised will meet 
or exceed the USDA Smart Snacks in School nutrition standards. 

 Wellness Committee 

The District will form a Wellness Committee to establish goals for, oversee, and 
periodically review and update school health policies and programs. The Wellness 
Committee will also oversee this Policy’s implementation. 

The Wellness Committee will represent all school buildings and include, to the 
extent possible, parents/guardians, students, food service representatives, 
physical and health education teachers, school and community health care 
professionals, and community members. The Board encourages community 
participation in the Wellness Committee. When possible, membership will also 
include Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program education coordinators. 

 Implementation and Oversight 

The Superintendent or designee is responsible for ensuring that each school 
building complies with this Policy. 

The Board will review this Policy at least every 3 years to determine compliance, 
progress, and the extent to which this Policy compares to model school wellness 
policies. Parents/guardians, students, school employees, school health 
professionals, Board members, and community members may provide input to the 
District during the Wellness Policy review process. 

A copy of this Policy will be maintained in the District’s administrative offices and 
posted on the District’s website. The Superintendent or designee will maintain all 
legally required documentation for implementation of this Policy. 

The Superintendent or designee will annually provide notice about this Policy and 
any updates to the community. 

School Meal Program – Delinquent Meal Charge Debt and Bad Debt 

The District is required to make reasonable efforts to collect unpaid meal charges 
of current students. The building principal or designee will contact households 
about unpaid meal charges and may establish payment plans and due dates by 
telephone, e-mail, or other written or oral communication. If these collection efforts 
are unsuccessful, the District may pursue any other methods to collect delinquent 
debt of current students as allowed by law. Collection efforts may continue into a 
new school year.  

Unpaid meal charges of inactive students, such as graduated students and 
students no longer enrolled at the District, that are not collected by the end of the 
school year will be classified as bad debt. No later than December 31 of the 
following school year, non-federal funds will be used to reimburse the school meal 
program for the amount of bad debt.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
 
TO:  ELPS Board of Education, Dori Leyko, Superintendent 
 
FROM:  Richard Pugh, Director of Finance & Operations 
 
SUBJECT: Action Item – Authorized Check Signers 
 
DATE:  February 7, 2023 
 
 
Recommendation: 

 
It is recommended that the Board of Education authorize the following positions to be 
authorized check signers: 
 

 Board of Education Treasurer 

 Superintendent 

 Director of Finance and Operations 
 
Background: 

 
The Board previously authorized check signers at their meeting on January 23, 2023.  
With that approval individual names were included with the titles.  Because there has 
been a change in the Board President, and possibly other officer changes, I am 
requesting the Board authorize check signers again without the individual’s name.  
Thus, if there is a change in officers going forward those individuals in the above 
positions will be the authorized check signers. 

 
From the 1-23-2023 BOE packet: 
 
Annually, the District updates authorized check signers after the Board’s organizational 
meeting.  As in years past the authorized check signers are the Board Treasurer, 
Superintendent, and Director of Finance.  The District’s banking partner, Comerica 
Bank, will send an email to the above individuals and the Board of Education Secretary 
to sign applicable banking documents electronically.     
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