
ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
411 SOUTH 5TH AVENUE

VIRGINIA MN 55792

Regular Meeting
Monday, November 8, 2021  at  6:00 PM

VHS Goodman Auditorium - Use Door 3, 6, or 8., 411 SOUTH 5TH 
AVENUE, VIRGINIA, Minnesota 55792

AGENDA

Masks are required on school property and during school board meetings.

1. Call to order.
2. Approval of agenda.
3. Recognition of visitors and visitor input.
4. Consent Agenda:

1. Approval of October 25, 2021 working session minutes.
2. Approval of October 25, 2021 regular meeting minutes.
3. Payment of the bills.
4. Approval of hire of April Kern for the Lunchroom/Playground Aide position at Nelle 
Shean Elementary effective November 9, 2021.
5. Approval of hire of Anna Roen for the First Grade Long-Term Substitute Teacher 
position effective December 21, 2021 through June 2, 2021 pending licensure. 
6. Approval of an increase of hours of Ashley Dietz, ECFE Aide, effective September 
27, 2021 at a rate of $16.65/hour. 
7. Acceptance of resignation of Jon Wagner from the Co-Head Cross Country Coach 
position effective October 15, 2021.
8. Approval of purchase of CyberPower UPS battery backups (10) to be used in data 
rooms at Laurentian Elementary for $12,210 from SHI International. 
9. Approval of application to the Minnesota State High School League 
Foundation for a FORM A grant to offset student activity fees.
10. Approval of Winter 2021-2022 Overnight/Out of State 
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Athletic/Activities Trips - see attachment.
11. Acceptance and gratitude of the donation of snacks and clothing to Parkview 
Elementary from Melisa Stewart of Lutheran Social Services. 
12. Acceptance of donation from Tony and Marge Bartovich in the amount of $10,000 to 
be used towards the purchase the aquatic center scoreboard at Rock Ridge High School.
13. Acceptance of donation from Virginia VFW Post 1113 in the amount of $5,000 to be 
used towards the purchase of a flagpole at Rock Ridge High School to be dedicated in 
their honor. This donation completes the $15,000 commitment from the VFW. 
14. Acceptance of donation from George Erickson in the amount of $8,000 in memory 
of his wife, Sally Erickson, to be used for the #RockRidgeRising Campaign.
15. Acceptance of donation from Darren Maturi Family in the amount of $16,000 to be 
used for the #RockRidgeRising Campaign - Athletics/Activities.

5. Reports:
1. Fundraising update. 
2. Check and Connect update.
3. PCN Grant update.
4. Parkview Elementary Principal's Report.
5. Committee updates.
6. Superintendent.

6. Administration Items:
1. Consider nominating a school board member as the Arrowhead Regional 
Development Commission Representative. 
2. Discuss status of salutatorian and valedictorian honors at EGHS and VHS.
3. Consider approval of Resolution Relating to Canvassing Returns of 
Special Election.
4. Consider approval of Resolution Authorizing Issuance of Certificates of 
Elections and Directing School District Clerk to Perform Other Election 
Related Duties.

7. Meeting Announcements:
1. The next regular meeting will be November 22, 2021 at 6:00 PM at the VHS 
Goodman Auditorium, 411 5th Ave S, Virginia.

8. Adjournment.

37

39

43



OFFICE OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2909

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2021, 5:00 P.M.
LAURENTIAN ELEMENTARY, 1409 PROGRESS PARKWAY, EVELETH, MN

MINUTES OF THE WORKING SESSION

Members Present: Others Present:
Bill Addy Matt Sjoberg Dr. Noel Schmidt, Superintendent
Murray Anderson Pollyann Sorcan Todd Griepentrog, Nelle Shean/EGJH Principal
Brandi Lautigar Tom Tammaro
Stacey Scholz John Uhan

Members Absent:
Tim Riordan

     
Board members took a walking site tour of the interior and exterior progress of the new Laurentian Elementary.

Working session adjourned at 5:45 P.M.

___________________________________ ___________________________________
CHAIR – Stacey Scholz CLERK – Brandi Lautigar



OFFICE OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2909

MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2021, 6:00 P.M.
VHS GOODMAN AUDITORIUM, 411 5TH AVE S, VIRGINIA, MN 55792

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

Members Present: Other Staff Present:
Bill Addy Stacey Scholz Dr. Noel Schmidt, Superintendent
Murray Anderson Matt Sjoberg Todd Griepentrog, Nelle Shean/EGJH Principal
Brandi Lautigar Pollyann Sorcan
Tim Riordan Tom Tammaro

John Uhan
Members Absent: 
None

I. CHAIR SCHOLZ called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited and roll call was taken.

II. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA: Motion to amend the agenda to include committee 
updates made by LAUTIGAR, seconded by ADDY. Following discussion, LAUTIGAR withdrew her 
motion with the agreement that the topic would be placed on the next agenda. Motion to discuss the 
process of salutatorian and valedictorian at both EGHS and VHS made by SORCAN, seconded by 
SJOBERG. Following discussion, SORCAN withdrew her motion with the agreement that the topic 
would be placed on the next agenda.

III. APPROVE AGENDA: 
Motion to approve agenda as presented made by LAUTIGAR, seconded RIORDAN. Motion passed 
unanimously.

IV. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS AND VISITOR INPUT: None.

V. CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion to approve the Consent Agenda made by ADDY, seconded LAUTIGAR. Motion passed 8-1 with 
SORCAN voting NO. 
A. Approval of October 11, 2021 regular meeting minutes.
B. Payment of the bills.
C. Approval of Crystal Scuffy as the Elementary Site Team AVID leader for the 2021-2022 school 

year with a $500/year stipend. 
D. Approval of Sarah Thyen as the Roosevelt Safety Patrols Advisor for the 2021-2022 school year 

with a $745/year stipend.
 E. Approval of hire of Courtney Thelen for the Bear Care Assistant position effective October 15, 

2021 at a rate of $10.00/hr.
 F. Approval of hire of Brandon Lind for the Weight Room Supervisor (EGHS) position effective 

October 20, 2021 at a rate of $10.00/hr. 
G. Approval of hire of Katie Rigstad for the Assistant Speech Coach position effective December 1, 

2021 with stipend of $1,843. 
 H. Approval of transfer of Bryan Carey from the Secondary Teacher position to the VHS Interim 

Dean position effective October 11, 2021 with current salary schedule placement plus three 
additional weeks.

 I. Acceptance of resignation of Jason Ness from the Technology Support Level 2 position effective 
October 31, 2021.

 J. Acceptance of resignation of Tessa Overton from the Para Educator position effective November 
2, 2021.



OCTOBER 25, 2021 ROCK RIDGE SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES 2

 K. Approval of legislative leave for Julie Sandstede beginning January 31, 2022 through the end of 
the 2021-2022 school year.

L. Acceptance of donation from Charles and Vicki Tietz in the amount of $100.00 for the 
#RockRidgeRising Campaign.

M. Acceptance of donation from Ejay and Linda Dawson in the amount of $2,500.00 to be used for 
the Bill Lavato Music Learning Lab.

N. Acceptance of donation from John Vukmanich, Jr. and Laura Vukmanich in the amount of 
$750.00 to be used for the John Vukmanich, Sr. Music Learning Lab.

VI. ADMINISTRATION ITEM (Moved from Administration Agenda):
Motion to accept the donation from Crellin-Tini VFW Post 1113 in the amount of 
$15,000.00, in honor of VFW Post 113 members, past and present, to be used to construct a 
U.S. flagpole standard at the main entrance of RRHS made by ADDY, seconded by 
TAMMARO. Motion passed unanimously.

VII. QUARTERLY CONSTRUCTION PRESENTATIONS:
A. Motion to approve the Kraus-Anderson Construction Manager Request for Contract 

Amendment #02 made by UHAN, seconded by RIORDAN. Motion passed 8-1 with SORCAN 
voting NO.

B. Pete Auvinen, Kraus-Anderson, presented the Quarterly Presentation for Laurentian Elementary 
School.

C. Paul Noll, Kraus-Anderson, presented the Quarterly Presentation for Rock Ridge High School.
D. Pete Auvinen, Kraus-Anderson, presented the Quarterly Presentation for North Star Elementary.
E. Patrick Gallagher, Kraus-Anderson, presented the Quarterly Presentation for the VEGD 

Demolition Projects.
1. Motion to approve the Kraus-Anderson Construction Manager Request for 

Demolition – Eveleth Manual Arts Building – Bid Approval with the contingencies 
of approval from the State Historical Preservation Office and confirmation from the 
contractor that the bid will remain unchanged while waiting for state approval made 
by RIORDAN, seconded by UHAN. Motion approved 8-1 with SORCAN voting NO.

VI. REPORTS:
A. Todd Griepentrog provided an update on the happenings at Nelle Shean Elementary and EGJH.
B. Supt. Schmidt provided an update on the survey results from the Northland Small Business 

Development Center regarding input from Gilbert residents and their interest in the schools once 
they are vacated. He also discussed the district status. 

VI. ADMINISTRATION ITEMS:
A. Motion to approve the MOU for Rock Ridge Virginia 7th-8th Grade teachers concerning 

lunch times made by LAUTIGAR, seconded by ANDERSON. Motion passed unanimously.
B. Motion to approve the Letter of Understanding between AFSCME Council 65, Local 3 and 

ISD 2909 Rock Ridge Schools regarding Compensatory Time Maximum Accrual made by 
ADDY, seconded by RIORDAN. Motion passed unanimously.

C. Motion to approve the Resolution Dissolving the Education Innovation Partners 
Cooperative Center, ISD No. 6091-50 made by RIORDAN, seconded by ADDY. 
Roll Call Vote: ADDY (YES), ANDERSON (YES), LAUTIGAR (YES), RIORDAN (YES), 
SCHOLZ (YES), SJOBERG (YES), SORCAN (YES), TAMMARO (YES), UHAN (YES). 
Motion passed unanimously.

D. Motion to approve the Naming Rights Agreement between ISD 2909, Rock Ridge Public 
Schools and Seppi Brothers Concrete Products Corporation for the purpose of naming the 
newly constructed varsity softball field, “Seppi Field” made by UHAN, seconded 
LAUTIGAR. Motion passed unanimously.
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IX. MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS were made.

X. ADJOURNMENT: Moved by TAMMARO, seconded by LAUTIGAR, to adjourn meeting. Motion 
passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:13 P.M.

___________________________________ ___________________________________
CHAIR – Stacey Scholz CLERK – Brandi Lautigar



























































OVERNIGHT/OUT OF STATE ATHLETIC TRIPS - WINTER 2021-22
SPORT LEAVE RETURN EVENT STUDENTS

G. Hockey 12/29/21 12/30/21 Holy Angels/ Visitation 20
G Hockey 1/20/22 1/21/22 Lino Lakes 20
Wrestling 12/17/21 12/18/21 Cass Lake/ Big Bear 20
Wrestling 1/21/22 1/22/22 Mora/ tartan invite 20
Wrestling 1/8/22 1/8/22 Superion Invite 20
Wrestling 1/15/22 1/15/22 Ashland Invite 20
Boys Basketball- Virginia 12/28/21 12/29/21 Peqout Lakes/ Mora 25
Boys Basketball- Eveleth 1/21/22 122/22 St Paul Como Park/ Breck 16
Danceline 12/3/21 12/4/21 Little Falls/ Rocori 14
B. Hockey 12/10/21 12/11/21 Warroad/  Baudette 35
B Hockey 12/29/21 12/30/21 TRF/ Crookston 35
B Hockey 1/7/2022 1/8/2022 Bloomington/ Minneapolis 35
G Basketball- Virgina 12/28/21 12/29/21 Cloquet Tournament 18
G Basketball- Virgina 1/6/2022 1/6/2022 Superior 25
Alpine 1/21/2022 1/22/2022 Lutsen Mountain 15
Boys Swim 1/21/2021 1/22/2022 True team state

*if we qualify
*  Overnight events are boldfaced.



WHO PAYS COSTS? BUS/SUB SUPER(S)

School/Transportation; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School/Transportation; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School/Transportation; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School Bus Coaches
School Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging 2 Suburbans' Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging 2 Suburbans' Coaches
School Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches
School&Boosters/Trans; Boosters/Lodging Bus Coaches

OVERNIGHT/OUT OF STATE ATHLETIC TRIPS - WINTER 2021-22







Member    _______________     introduced the following resolution and called for its adoption:

RESOLUTION CANVASSING RETURNS OF VOTES 
OF SCHOOL DISTRICT SPECIAL ELECTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School District No. 2909, Rock 
Ridge Public Schools, State of Minnesota as follows:

1. It is hereby found, determined, and declared that the election of the voters of the 
district held on November 2, 2021, was in all respects duly and legally called and held.

2. As specified in the attached Abstract and Return of Votes Cast, at said election a 
total of 1,110 voters of the School District voted at said election on the election of one (1) 
member to fill a vacant seat on the School Board from Sub-District 1, the term of which shall 
expire on January 2, 2023, as follows:

JOHN UHAN 692 votes

WILBERT (BUD) KOSKINIEMI 406 votes

3. JOHN UHAN, having received the highest number of votes, is elected to fill a 
vacant seat on the School Board from Sub-District 1, the term of which shall expire on January 
2, 2023.

4. As specified in the attached Abstract and Return of Votes Cast, at said election a 
total of 1,201 voters of the School District voted at said election on the election of one (1) 
member to fill a vacant seat on the School Board from Sub-District 2, the term of which shall 
expire on January 2, 2023, as follows:

MURRAY ANDERSON 532 votes

KATHERINE KANGAS 24 votes

GAIL BARIBEAU  94 votes

NICOLE CULBERT-DAHL 536 votes

5. NICOLE CULBERT-DAHL, having received the highest number of votes, is 
elected to fill a vacant seat on the School Board from Sub-District 2, the term of which shall 
expire on January 2, 2023.

6. The School District clerk is hereby directed to certify the results of the election to 
the county auditors of each county in which the School District is located in whole or in part.  



The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by 
________________.  On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor:

and the following voted against:

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.



INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2909, 
ROCK RIDGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

STATE OF MINNESOTA

ABSTRACT AND RETURN OF VOTES CAST
SPECIAL ELECTION
NOVEMBER 2, 2021

SUMMARY OF TOTALS

Number of persons registered at open of polls 12,176
Number of new registrants on Election Day 31
Number of accepted absentee or mail ballots 160
Number of federal office only ballots _____0______
Number of presidential absentee ballots _____0______
TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS VOTING: 2,311

The total number of votes cast in said special election, by polling place, is as follows:

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
SUB-DISTRICT 2909-1

Precinct Precinct Precinct Precinct
Fayal Town Eveleth Gilbert City Iron Trail Motors
Hall Auditorium Hall Event Center TOTAL

John Uhan 303 224 161 4 692
Wilbert (Bud) Koskiniemi 123 140 142 1 406
Write In 2 5 2 0 9
Over Votes         0      0                       0 0 0
Under Votes         0                     2                       1              0 3

TOTAL FOR THIS OFFICE 1,110 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
SUB-DISTRICT 2909-2

Precinct Precinct
Iron Trail Motors Sand Lake  
Event Center Chapel TOTAL

Murray Anderson 431 101 532
Katherine Kangas 19 5 24
Gail Baribeau 77 17 94
Nicole Culbert-Dahl 366 170 536
Write In 8 0 8
Over Votes 2 2 4
Under Votes 3 0 3

TOTAL FOR THIS OFFICE 1,201



We, the School Board members of Independent School District No. 2909, Rock Ridge Public Schools, certify that 
we have canvassed the returns of the School District Special election held on Tuesday November 2, 2021, and 
have herein specified the names of any candidates receiving votes and the number of votes received by each 
candidate.

As appears by the returns of the election precincts voting in this election, duly returned to, filed, open, and 
canvassed, and now remaining on file in the office of the clerk of Independent School District No. 2909, Rock 
Ridge Public Schools.

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board

________________________________________________________________________
Member of School Board



Member    _______________     introduced the following resolution and called for its adoption:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATES
OF ELECTION AND DIRECTING SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK

TO PERFORM OTHER ELECTION RELATED DUTIES

WHEREAS, the Board has canvassed the results of the special election held on 
November 2, 2021.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School 
District No. 2909, Rock Ridge Public Schools, State of Minnesota, as follows:

1. The chair and clerk are hereby authorized to execute certificates of election on 
behalf of the School Board of Independent School District No. 2909, Rock Ridge Public 
Schools, to JOHN UHAN, who received the highest number of votes to fill a vacant seat on the 
School Board from Sub-District 1, the term of which shall expire on January 2, 2023, based on 
the results of the canvass.

2. The chair and clerk are hereby authorized to execute certificates of election on 
behalf of the School Board of Independent School District No. 2909, Rock Ridge Public 
Schools, to NICOLE CULBERT-DAHL, who received the highest number of votes to fill a 
vacant seat on the School Board from Sub-District 2, the term of which shall expire on January 
2, 2023, based on the results of the canvass.

3. The certificate of elections shall be in substantially the form attached hereto.

4. After the time for contesting the election has passed and the candidate has filed all 
campaign financial reports required by Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 211A, the clerk of the 
school board is hereby directed to deliver the certificates to the persons entitled thereto 
personally or by certified mail.

5. The clerk is hereby directed to enclose with the certificates a form of acceptance 
of office and oath of office in substantially the form attached hereto.

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by 
________________.  On a roll call vote, the following voted in favor:

and the following voted against:

whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.



CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION
(TERM ENDING JANUARY 2, 2023)

This is to certify as follows:

 1.  The School Board of Independent School District No. 2909 on November 8, 2021, 
canvassed the special election of school board members held on November 2, 2021. 

 2. JOHN UHAN received the largest number of votes cast for the office of school board 
member of Independent School District No. 2909 for the vacant seat on the School Board from 
Sub-District 1 for a term that shall expire on January 2, 2023.

 3.  There is vacant seat on the School Board from Sub-District 1, the term of which shall 
expire on January 2, 2023, caused by resignation.

4.  Therefore, JOHN UHAN is elected to the office of school board member of 
Independent School District No. 2909 for a term effective “immediately after receiving the 
certificate of election, filing the bond, and taking the oath of office” Minn. Stat. 123B.09 subd. 
5b(a), and expiring the first Monday in January, 2023.

 By authority of the School Board of Independent School District No. 2909, pursuant to 
resolution dated November 8, 2021. 

Dated:  ____________________  _________________________________ 
      Chair

 Dated:  ____________________ _________________________________
      Clerk



CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION
(TERM ENDING JANUARY 2, 2023)

This is to certify as follows:

 1.  The School Board of Independent School District No. 2909 on November 8, 2021, 
canvassed the special election of school board members held on November 2, 2021. 

 2. NICOLE CULBERT-DAHL received the largest number of votes cast for the office of 
school board member of Independent School District No. 2909 for the vacant seat on the School 
Board from Sub-District 2 for a term that shall expire on January 2, 2023.

 3.  There is vacant seat on the School Board from Sub-District 2, the term of which shall 
expire on January 2, 2023, caused by resignation.

4.  Therefore, NICOLE CULBERT-DAHL is elected to the office of school board 
member of Independent School District No. 2909 for a term effective “immediately after 
receiving the certificate of election, filing the bond, and taking the oath of office” Minn. Stat. 
123B.09 subd. 5b(a), and expiring the first Monday in January, 2023.

 By authority of the School Board of Independent School District No. 2909, pursuant to 
resolution dated November 8, 2021. 

Dated:  ____________________  _________________________________ 
      Chair

 Dated:  ____________________ _________________________________
      Clerk



To: JOHN UHAN

This acceptance and oath of office must be filed with the School District clerk within 30 
days of the date of mailing or personal service of the certificate of election.

ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

I hereby accept the office of School Board member for Sub-District 1 of Independent School 
District No. 2909 for a term beginning on the date of filing of this Acceptance and Oath with the 
District, and expiring the first Monday in January, 2023.

Date:____________________ ______________________________
Signature

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)

COUNTY OF _________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of 
________________, 2021 by ____________________.

______________________
Notary Public

OATH OF OFFICE

I swear/affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and of this state, 
and that I will discharge faithfully the duties of the office of School Board member of 
Independent School District No. 2909 to the best of my judgment and ability.

Date:____________________ ______________________________
Signature

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)

COUNTY OF _________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of 
________________, 2021 by ____________________.

______________________
Notary Public



To: NICOLE CULBERT-DAHL

This acceptance and oath of office must be filed with the School District clerk within 30 
days of the date of mailing or personal service of the certificate of election.

ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

I hereby accept the office of School Board member for Sub-District 2 of Independent School 
District No. 2909 for a term beginning on the date of filing of this Acceptance and Oath with the 
District, and expiring the first Monday in January, 2023.

Date:____________________ ______________________________
Signature

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)

COUNTY OF _________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of 
________________, 2021 by ____________________.

______________________
Notary Public

OATH OF OFFICE

I swear/affirm that I will support the Constitution of the United States and of this state, 
and that I will discharge faithfully the duties of the office of School Board member of 
Independent School District No. 2909 to the best of my judgment and ability.

Date:____________________ ______________________________
Signature

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
)

COUNTY OF _________ )

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____ day of 
________________, 2021 by ____________________.

_____________________
Notary Public
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