
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Thursday, June 12, 2025 7:30 PM
East Butler School
212 South Madison Street
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 

1. Call Meeting To Order

2. Roll Call

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement

4. Mission & Vision Statement

5. School Board Goals

6. Patron's Comments

7. Discussion/Informational Items

7.1. Policy Updates - KSB Law

7.2. Summer Projects Update

7.3. Legislative Update

7.4. Board Work Session

7.5. Before & After School Program (Tiger Kids Club)

8. Consent Agenda

8.1. Approval of Minutes

8.2. Treasurer's Report

8.3. Approval of Resignations and Hires

9. Regular Agenda

9.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the policy revisions.



9.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the proposed purchase of 
interactive panels for three elementary classrooms.

10. Administrative Comments

11. Adjournment





POLICY UPDATES 
 
1002 - Creation, Amendment, and Distribution of Policies (Change is required) 
2006 - Complaint Procedure (Change is required) 
3003 - Bidding for construction, remodeling, repair, or site improvement (Change is 
required) 
3004.1 - Fiscal Management for Purchasing and Procurement using Federal Funds 
(Change is required) 
3023 - Record Management and Retention (Change is Required) 
3026 - Handbooks (Change is Required) 
3036 - Purchasing (Credit) Card Program (Change is Required) 
3043 - Design-Build Contracts (Change is Required) 
3047 - Data Breach Response (Change is highly recommended) 
3057 - Title IX (Change is Required) 
4051 - Staff and District Social Media Use (Change is Required) 
4057 - Superintendent Evaluation (Change is highly recommended) 
4059 - Behavioral and Mental Health Training (Change is Required) 
5001 - Compulsory Attendance and Excessive Absenteeism - Traditional Approach 
(Change is Required) 
5015 - Protection of Pupil Rights (Change is Required) 
5016 - Student Records (Change is highly recommended) 
5018 - Parent Involvement in Education Practices (Change is Required) 
5031 - Student Appearance (Change is Required) 
5034 - Handbooks - Elimination - This policy has now been combined with 3026 
(Change is required) 
6025 - Student Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices (No Changes Required) 
6031 - Emergency Exclusion (Change is Required) 
6034 - Concussion Awareness (Change is Required) 
6044 - NEW POLICY - Participation and Assignment of Athletic Teams (Policy is 
required) 
6045 - NEW POLICY - Behavioral Intervention (Policy is Required) 



 

 
SUMMER PROJECTS 2025 

 
Project Est. Cost Start Date  

Madison Street Drainage $100,000 June 9   

Madison Street Tree Removal $10,875 May 24 COMPLETED 

2nd & 3rd Grade - Brainard 
-​ Carpet, Cabinets, lights 

$66,820 May 27  

HS Biology Classroom $54,277 May 27 Abatement - COMP. 

Main Gym Floor - Resealing $3,300 July 7  

MPR Floor - Resealing $1,500 July 7  

Stripe parking spaces. $300 July  

Carpet - HS Math & English $8,179 June  

House Demolition $29,000 June 9th  

TOTAL  $274,251   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Legislative Information 
June 12, 2025 

 

Miscellaneous 

LB 653 (Murman) - Change provisions relating to reimbursement for special 
education programs, support services, and the enrollment option program, 
provide reimbursement for certain students under the enrollment option 
program, and change the authorized uses of the Education Future Fund. 

●​ This bill prohibits a school district from denying an option to a student 
on an IEP. 

●​ Senator Murman tried to attach this bill to LB 306 but was 
unsuccessful. 

​
Parental Involvement 

LB 390 (Murman) - Require each school board to adopt a policy relating to 
access by a parent, guardian, or educational decisionmaker to certain 
school library information. - SIGNED INTO LAW 

●​ It requires the creation of an online catalog of all books in the school 
library. 

●​ Provide the opportunity for a parent/guardian to be notified when the 
student checks out a book. 

LB 428 (Murman) - Change provisions relating to school policies on the 
involvement of parents, guardians, and educational decision-makers in 
schools. - SIGNED INTO LAW 

●​ This bill is regarding the implementation of surveys for students. 

 

 

 



Legislative Information 
June 12, 2025 

Property Taxes 

LB 384 (Storer) - Require a majority of the elected members of the 
governing bodies of participating political subdivisions to attend joint public 
hearings under the Property Tax Request Act. - GENERAL FILE 

Retirement 

LB 645 (Ballard) - Change provisions relating to the School Retirement 
Fund. - SIGNED INTO LAW. 

●​ This bill would alter the method by which the state contributes to the 
school retirement fund. 

●​ This was supported by NSEA, NCSA, NRCSA, and NASB. 
●​ This table shows the breakdown. 

 

Scholarship Plans 

LB 509 (Sorrentino) - Adopt the Opportunity Scholarships Act and provide 
for income tax credits. - HELD IN REVENUE COMMITTEE 

●​ This is similar to LB 753. Under LB 509, individual and corporate 
taxpayers would qualify for a non-refundable tax credit equal to the 
amount the taxpayer contributed to a scholarship-granting 
organization. 



Legislative Information 
June 12, 2025 

LB 633 (Hansen) - Change provisions relating to applications rejected 
under the enrollment option program and create the Nebraska Option 
Enrollment Tuition Account Program. (VOUCHER BILL) - HELD IN 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

●​ Students denied admission may appeal and request that the 
Department of Education create a scholarship account. These funds 
would be used to attend a private school. 

School Finance 

LB 303 (Hughes) - Change provisions relating to foundation aid and certain 
certification dates and provide for base levy adjustments under TEEOSA 
and create the School Finance Reform Commission. - PASSED 

●​ The current levy limit is $1.05, beginning 25-26 - the levy limit is 
$1.02. 

●​ It increases Foundation Aid to schools from $1500 to $1590 per 
formula student. 

●​ It creates a school finance reform commission. 

LB 575 (Hallstrom) - Change Provisions relating to the Property Tax 
Request Act and property tax levy limits. - HELD IN REVENUE 
COMMITTEE 

●​ This changes the date on which the public hearing can be 
held—currently, it has to be held between September 14th and before 
September 24th. 

●​ This changes it to July 14th and July 24th. 

Student Discipline 

LB 149 (Hansen) - Eliminate the prohibition on suspending a student in 
prekindergarten through second grade. - HELD IN EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE 

LB 430 (Murman) - Profide an additional exception to the prohibition on 
suspending a student in prekindergarten through second grade and change 



Legislative Information 
June 12, 2025 

provisions relating to short-term and long-term suspension under the 
Student Discipline Act. - HELD IN EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

●​ Would require a district to provide in the written notice the following: 
○​ Resources the school can provide or recommend to assist the 

student; and 
○​ How the school plans to handle such behavior moving forward, 

including an actionable plan aimed at maximizing strategies to 
keep the student in school. 

Student Safety, Health, and Welfare 

LB 140 (Sanders) - Require school policies relating to use of electronic 
communication devices by students. (Cell Phone) - SIGNED INTO LAW 

Transgender Issues 

LB 89 (Kauth) - Adopt the Stand With Women Act. - SIGNED INTO LAW 

 

The legislature adjourned on Monday, June 2, 2025. 

 

 

 



TIGER
KIDS
CLUB
2024-2025

2024-2025 TIGER KIDS CLUB UPDATE:

REGISTER NOW!

*Year 3 of Tiger Kids Club
*36 Total Students involved with the program in 24-25
*Activities: snack, outdoor play, indoor activities (Lego/Board Games)

Dwight:
*22 Total Students
*Before School:  7-10 students 
*After School: Up to 20 students
*Staffing: 4 staff members 

Brainard:
*14 Total Students
*Before School: 1-2 students
*Afer School: 10-12
*Staffing: 5 staff members

Positives: Added more activities each year, increased enrollment, experienced
staff, and improved communication with families. Scheduled staff options has
also improved.  

Challenges: Substitutes, outdoor time, and program space (Brainard) during
school activities. 



Board of Education Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, May 13, 2025 6:30 P.M. 

East Butler School - Brainard, NE 

 

1. Call Meeting To Order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

2. Roll Call - Present:  Brandon Jisa, Megan Kozisek, Ryan Pekarek, Laurie Smaus, 

Dylan Spatz, and Sarah Strizek.  Also present:  Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent, 

Mr. Mark Cidlik, Secondary Principal, and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, Elementary Principal.   

 

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement 

 

4. Mission & Vision Statement - East Butler Public Schools will develop respectful, 

responsible, and productive citizens. Vision Statements - Create a safe environment of 

respect and mental well-being for students and staff; Continue the pursuit of 

commitment, collaboration, and communication among students, staff, and community 

members; and Construct a curriculum that is rigorous, adaptable, utilizes technology, 

and aligns with recognized standards.  

 

5. School Board Goals - These include:  Focus on Academic Excellence and Well-Being 

for All; Facility Planning to Address Short-Term and Long-Term Needs; Prioritize 

Responsible Budgeting and Tax Request Protocols; and Enhance Communication and 

Engagement 

 

6. Patron's Comments - None 

 

7. Discussion/Informational Items 

 

7.1. Master Planning Discussion with BCDMA  - A representative from BCDM Architects 

provided an update regarding the current facility assessment and the beginning steps in 

developing the school district's master plan. 

 

7.2. Summer Projects & Schedule Update - Mr.  Eldridge provided the board with an 

update on the summer projects. Projects moving forward for this summer are: 2nd & 

3rd grade classrooms - Brainard renovation, Biology classroom, and Madison Street 

drainage - Brainard. A majority of these are part of the district's five-year facility plan. 

 

7.3. Legislation Update - Mr. Eldridge provided the board with a detailed overview of 

current legislation being discussed that may impact the East Butler Public School 

District.  

 



8. Consent Agenda 

 

8.1. Approval of Minutes 

8.2. Treasurer's Report 

8.3. Approval of Resignations and Hires 

 

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a motion by Dylan 

Spatz and a second by Ryan Pekarek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9. Regular Agenda 

 

9.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the policy revisions. 

 

Motion to accept the following policies: 3001, 3002, 3003, 3003.1, 3005,  and 3008 

passed with a motion by Megan Kozisek and a second by Dylan Spatz. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the JEO amendment with the 

Village of Brainard. 

 

The proposed amendment would include construction observation of the Madison 

Street drainage project. 

 

To approve the JEO amendment passed with a motion by Brandon Jisa and a second by 

Laurie Smaus. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the proposed bid from the 

Critical Response Group (Building Mapping). 

 

Mr.  Eldridge presented a quote from the Critical Response Group, a company 

specializing in building mapping. The company will utilize current drawings of each 

building and turn them into a digital map of our schools. This will aid law enforcement 

and first responders in the event of a situation in our schools. The East Butler School 



District received a safety grant to cover the cost of this project. The grant awarded was 

for $9,119. 

 

To accept the quote from CRG passed with a motion by Megan Kozisek and a second by 

Sarah Strizek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

9.4. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the appliance bids. 

 

To accept the higher bids on the appliances passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a 

second by Dylan Spatz. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

10. Administrative Comments - Mr. Cidlik reported on:  Master Schedule; Americanism 

Law; Secondary Students’ End of the Year Schedule; Testing; and Target Improvement 

Plan (TIP).  Mr. Biltoft reported on:  Field Day/Last Day; Reading and Math Program 

(RAMP); Spring Music Programs; Cultural Arts Field Trip; and Additional Information. 

 

11. Adjournment 

 

Motion to adjourn at 8:15 P.M. passed with a motion by Dylan Spatz and a second by 

Ryan Pekarek. 

 

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Laurie Smaus: Yea, Dylan 

Spatz: Yea, Sarah Strizek: Yea 

 

 

 

 

Michael Eldridge 

Recording Secretary 

 



PAID IN MAY 2025

PRE-APPROVED BILLS (GENERAL FUND)

5/9/25

First National Bank Credit Card Chk# 43960 Pest Control $51.12

5/14/25

Butler Public Power District Chk# 43961 Dwight Electricity $632.05

The Critical Response Group Chk# 43962 Mapping Project $9,119.00

Home Depot Credit Services Chk# 43963 Storage Shelving - Dwight $597.00

5/14/25

Wahoo Newspaper Chk# 43964 Notices,Orig Check  to wrong address $84.28

Wahoo - Waverly - Ashland Newspaper Chk# 43965 Annual subscription/ Check readdressed $103.59

5/22/25

Northside Café Chk# 43966 End of Year Staff Breakfast $509.40

5/28/25

Cash - First Nebraska Bank Chk# 43967 Petty Cash for Postage $13.70

USBank One Card Chk# 43968 Registration, Memberships, Cord, Lunch $2,714.56

TOTAL $13,824.70



                                                 

                                     

                         

                      



                                                 



June  12, 2025

SPECIAL BUILDING FUND BILLS

Overhead Door Company Chk# 1354

$3,477.71

VOID Chk# 1355

$0.00

Home Depot Credit Services Chk# 1356

$135.14

Select Plumbing Chk# 1357

$5,800.00

BCDM Architects Chk# 1358

$4,576.34

Hobson Tree Service Chk# 1359

$5,437.50

Midwest Flooring Covering, Inc Chk# 1360

$8,166.00

Spark Electric Chk# 1361

$5,063.92

Spark Electric Chk# 1362

$2,507.43

Spark Electric Chk# 1363

$794.93

Hilltop Rolloffs dba Callaway Rolloffs Chk# 1364

$440.00

Total $36,398.97

DEPRECIATION FUND BILLS

Apple, Inc. Chk# 1120

$6,245.00

KCAV Chk# 1121

$1,683.64

Total $7,928.64



QUALIFIED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PURPOSE UNDERTAKING FUND (QCPUF)

BOKF, NA Chk# 1022

$6,703.75























 
 

Secondary Principal Report 
June 2025 – School Board Mee:ng 
 

I. CTE State Funding & Perkins Grants 
A. The Nebraska State Legislature and the Governor commit $7,500 to schools with CTE 

programs each fiscal year. In addiGon, our CTE teachers apply for Perkins Grant Funds. 
B. Our Family and Consumer Science program has purchased two Industrial Kitchen Aid Stand 

Mixers for $1000 each in the past year. In January, we used state grant funds to purchase an 
industrial refrigerator/freezer for $3,800.  

C. With the grant money, the Tiger Den purchased a $500 SublimaGon printer. This will allow 
students to create and print their own T-shirt designs.   

D. Mrs. Robinson has assembled an area cooperaGve team between East Butler, Shelby-Rising 
City, and David City. The three schools will hold a career fair on October 15, 2025, at the 
Butler County Events Center. The $800 rental fee will be paid out of the Perkins Grant.   

E. Mr. Palensky purchased a virtual welder for $3,600. This will prepare students to weld before 
they go into the shop.  

 
II. eduCLIMBER Training 

A. Mr. Bilto\ and Mr. Cidlik a]ended an eduCLIMBER training on May 28th. Ernie ValenGne and 
an eduCLIMBER representaGve provided the training.  The training consisted of learning the 
different components of the data system.  There will be further training for administraGon, 
and the teachers will also be part of a training session this school year.  

 
III. Fall ACT 

A. We plan to administer the ACT to the junior class in the fall.  We are unsure if students will 
take it using paper, pencil, or online. The dates for the fall District ACT have not been 
released. 

 
IV. Handbook Updates 

A. The following handbooks will be available for approval at the July board meeGng: 
1. Parent-Student Handbook 
2. Staff Handbook 
3. Emergency OperaGons Plan (EOP) 



   
 
 
 
 
Elementary Principal Report 
June Board Meeting 
 
 
 
I. eduCLIMBER Training 

A.  eduCLIMBER is an interactive system that integrates data into a single 
platform.  Data can be analyzed by district, grade, and student levels.  
Multiple data points can be uploaded to provide information on student 
performance.   

B.   Mr. Cidlik and I attended a training at David City on May 28 to go over 
features of the program.   

 
II.   Mandt Training 

A. The Mandt system consists of training to prevent, de-escalate, and intervene 
when the behavior of a student poses a threat to themselves or others.  This 
training consists of an on-line test and 4 hour in-person training at ESU 7 in 
Columbus. I will be attending this training on June 16.   

 
III.  Reading and Math Program (R.A.M.P.) 

A. R.A.M.P. is a summer program for K-3 students to provide support in 
Reading and Math.  Students qualify if they receive special education or Title 
I services. Students are also invited to the program if they met requirements 
for the Individualized Reading Improvement Plan (IRIP) set by the Nebraska 
Department of Education.   

B. Sessions will take place from 8:30-11:30 A.M. in Dwight on the following 
dates: 

 1. July 8-10  3. July 22-24 
 2. July 15-17  4. July 29-31 

 
IV.  Professional Learning Schedule 

A. Administration has been working on developing the professional learning 
schedule for 2025-2026.  A survey was given to teaching staff to gather 
feedback on professional learning and generate ideas on how to improve 
sessions for the upcoming year.   

 
V.   Handbook Updates 

A. The following handbooks will be available for approval at the July board 
meeting: 
1.  2025-2026 Parent-Student Handbook 
2.  2025-2026 Staff Handbook 
3.  East Butler Emergency Operations Plan 

B.  Handbooks are updated with information from the school attorney and 
current polices are reviewed.   
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