
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Wednesday, April 10, 2024 6:30 PM
East Butler School
212 South Madison Street
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 

1. Call Meeting To Order

2. Roll Call

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement

4. Celebration of #EvenBetter

5. Patron's Comments

6. Discussion/Informational Items

6.1. Strategic Plan Presentation (NASB)

6.2. Legislative Update

6.3. Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association Conference (NRCSA)

7. Consent Agenda

7.1. Approval of Minutes

7.2. Treasurer's Report

7.3. Approval of Resignations and Hires

8. Regular Agenda

8.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the senior class trip.

8.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the Brainard Village Park 
Project.

8.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the graduating class of 2024.

9. Administrative Comments



10. Adjournment



Legislative Information
April 10, 2024

LB 388 (Linehan) - Bill to create new state revenue sources - largely from a
sales tax increase.

● The legislature debated this bill for lengthy amount of time before
invoking cloture. The bill advanced without any amendments. So in
essence this bill advanced as an empty “shell”.

● The idea outlined by supporters of the measure is to allow lawmakers
to regroup and find an acceptable solution prior to second-round
consideration.

○ Originally the bill included an amendment that would have
increased the state sales tax by up to 1% more. (5.5% – 6.5%).

■ This was the biggest hurdle to over come.
● There is very little time to come to an agreement on this before the

end of this legislative session.

LB 1331 (Education Committee) - This is meant to be a companion bill to
LB 388. This advanced out of the Education Committee with amendments
(AM3313) The amendments included:

● Sunset the Nebraska Property Tax Incentive Act created under 1107
(2020) to make over $550 million available for aid.

● Create “allocated property tax funds” to be paid to school districts
beginning in 2024-25.

● Provide $750 million beginning in 2024-25 for allocated property tax
funds paid to school districts;

● Increase the total amount of allocated property tax funds paid to
school districts by the total amount from preceding year plus $30
million for 2025-26 and beyond;

● Pay 100% of the allocated property tax funds from money
appropriated from the Education Future Fund;

● Increase foundation aid to be paid to each school district equal to
$3000 multiplied by the number of formula students for the school
district;



Legislative Information
April 10, 2024

● Require the State Treasurer to transfer $1.25 billion to the Education
Future Fund for 2024-25 and $1.5 billion for 2025-26 and each year
thereafter.

LB 1402 (Linehan) - Appropriate funds to the State Treasurer for the
purpose of providing grants to scholarship-granting organizations.

● LB 1402 appears to be very similar to LB 753 (2023), which provided
tax credits for contributions to private school scholarship
organizations. The major difference is that LB 1402 does not include
provisions for tax credits.

● The bulk of the 2024 version of the concept is the same as that
passed in 2023. In the case of LB 1402, the bill seeks a $25 million
appropriation to funnel through scholarship-granting organizations
(SGOs), which would then funnel funds to students who qualify and
wish to attend a private school.

● SENATOR LINEHAN’S PRIORITY BILL

LB 575 (Kauth) - Adopt the sports and Spaces Act (PRIORITY BILL)

● The bill requires schools to designate each group bathroom and
locker room within the school building as either for use by biological
females or for use by biological males.

● It prohibits schools from allowing:
○ A biological female or male student to use a restroom/locker

room facility of the opposite gender.
● This was advanced out of the education committee on Thursday, April

4th, and was scheduled for first round debate on April 5th.



Strategic Overview Committee Work Session

Monday, March 11, 2024 6:00 P.M.

East Butler School - Brainard, NE

1. Call Meeting To Order at 6:00 P.M.

2. Roll Call - Present: Brandon Jisa, Megan Kozisek, Ryan Pekarek, Dylan Spatz, Sarah

Strizek, and Kim TePoel. Also present: Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent , Mr.

Mark Cidlik, Secondary Principal, and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, Elementary Principal.

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement

4. Kari Stephens of the Nebraska Association of School Boards (NASB) facilitated the

Strategic Overview Committee Work Session.

5. Motion by Sarah Strizek, seconded by Ryan Pekarek to adjourn the meeting at 7:29

P.M.

Voting: Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea,

Sarah Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

Kim Fuehrer

Recording Secretary



Board of Education Regular Meeting

Monday, March 11, 2024 7:30 P.M.

East Butler School - Brainard, NE

1. Call Meeting To Order at 7:30 P.M.

2. Roll Call - Present: Brandon Jisa, Megan Kozisek, Ryan Pekarek, Dylan Spatz, Sarah

Strizek, and Kim TePoel. Also present: Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent , Mr.

Mark Cidlik, Secondary Principal, and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, Elementary Principal.

3. Flag Salute/Open Meetings Act Statement

4. Celebration of #EvenBetter

5. Patron's Comments - Andy Valenti presented his research on the benefits of a

community weight room/fitness center.

6. Discussion/Informational Items

6.1. Legislative Information - Mr. Eldridge provided information regarding specific

pieces of legislation that could impact the East Butler Public School District.

6.2. Summer Projects Update - Mr. Eldridge shared the summer projects that are

currently planned. Work on these projects will begin once the school year concludes.

6.3. Brainard Softball Concession Stand Update - Valerie Vandenberg and Chad

Kreikemeier shared the progress that has been made in the construction of a new

concession stand at the Brainard softball field. As of this meeting, the footings and

concrete pad have been formed. Block work is beginning with the framing happening

once the block work is completed. This concession stand will have two new restrooms

as well.

6.4. Extra-Curricular Sponsorships - Mr. Eldridge shared with the school board the

current list of exra-curricular sponsorships for the 2024-2025 school year.

7. Consent Agenda

7.1. Approval of Minutes

7.2. Treasurer's Report

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a motion by Dylan

Spatz and a second by Sarah Strizek.



Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

8. Regular Agenda

8.1. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the submitted mowing bids.

Accepted Buresh Lawn Care bid of $500.00 per mowing for 2024 passed with a

motion by Kim TePoel and a second by Brandon Jisa.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

8.2. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the proposed purchase of

student and staff computers.

Approved purchase of Apple computers for $93,832.00 for 9th grade and teachers

passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second by Dylan Spatz.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

8.3. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the proposed purchase of a

new school vehicle.

Approved purchase of 2024 Chevy Suburban from Sid Dillon for $59,618.00 passed

with a motion by Dylan Spatz and a second by Sarah Strizek.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

8.4. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the proposed wage structure

for paraprofessionals and administrative assistants.

Approved the proposed wage structure for our paraprofessional staff and

administrative assistants passed with a motion by Brandon Jisa and a second by

Megan Kozisek.

Dylan Spatz: Nay, Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Nay



8.5. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the LanMan Partnership

agreement with ESU7.

Approved LanMan Partnership agreement with ESU7 for $84,150.00 for 2024-25

passed with a motion by Sarah Strizek and a second by Ryan Pekarek.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

8.6. Discuss, consider, and take all necessary action on the repair of the Dwight

Elementary School gutters.

Approved rain gutter bid for Dwight Elementary from McKinnis Roofing and Sheet

Metal for $7,998.00 passed with a motion by Ryan Pekarek and a second by Dylan

Spatz.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

9. Administrative Comments - Mr. Cidlik reported on: reVision Needs Assessment;

State ACT Test Date; College Visit Day; Professional Learning Day; NETA Conference;

Student Teacher; and EB Celebrations. Mr. Biltoft reported on:

PreSchool/Kindergarten Round Ups; Professional Learning Day; Parent-Teacher

Conferences; Assessment Schedule; Cultural Arts Field Trip; NETA Spring Conference;

and NDE Frameworks Visit.

10. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 9:18 P.M. passed with a motion by Kim TePoel and a second by

Brandon Jisa.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

Kim Fuehrer

Recording Secretary











April 10, 2024

SPECIAL BUILDING FUND BILLS

No Special Building Bills in March

DEPRECIATION FUND BILLS

No Depreciation Bills in March

QUALIFIED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PURPOSE UNDERTAKING FUND (QCPUF)

No QCPuf  Bills in March



PAID IN MARCH 2024

PRE-APPROVED BILLS (GENERAL FUND)

3/11/24                                  

Butler Public Power District Chk# 42976 Dwight Electricity $592.91

First National Bank - Credit Card Chk# 42977 Hotel Rooms, Pest Control $422.50

Husker Bar II Chk# 42978 Board Dinner $145.00

3/21/24

US Bank One Card  - CC Chk# 42979 Supt Conf, Memberships, Board Meal $3,365.17

3/25/24

Cash - First Nebraska Bank Chk# 42980 State FFA Per Diem $1,420.00

Cash - First Nebraska Bank Chk# 42981 State FCCLA Per Diem $600.00

3/27/24

Cash - First Nebraska Bank Chk# 42982 Petty Cash for Postage $7.55

William Carl Busch Chk# 42983 PL Day Speaker $2,500.00

TOTAL $9,053.13



                                                 

                                     

                         

                      



                                                 

















To: East Butler Board of Directors

The following students are eligible for graduation at the conclusion of the
2023-2024 school year upon completion of course requirements and obligations,
as specified in the School Board Policy.

Rylie Lynn Biltoft Cole Ryan Miller
Madison Jean DeWitt Zane Michael Miller
Makayla Autumn Garman Liam Gabriel Moczko
Katie Lynn Heise Sydney Elizabeth Pernicek
Meagan Elizabeth Janak Lilliana Rose Pokorny
Dustin Joseph Jelinek Lauren Grace Sousek
Cloe Anne Keagy Caden Matthew Stara
Reese Valerie Kozisek Miranda Rose Strizek
Addison Nicole Kriz Ryan Mitchell Sullivan

Riley Allen Yindrick

The East Butler staff wishes them well in their future plans.

Sincerely,

Mark Cidlik
Secondary Principal



 

 

 

 

Elementary Principal Report 

April Board Meeting 

 
 

I.    PK/Kindergarten Round-Up 

A. Kindergarten Registration and Round-Up was in Dwight on March 25 and 

in Brainard on March 26 at 6:30 p.m.   

B. Current Registered Kindergarten Numbers: 

1. Dwight - 5 Students 

2. Brainard - 11 Students 

C. Preschool Registration and Round-Up will take place in Dwight on April 8 

and Brainard April 9 from 6:30-7:30.   

D. Anticipated Preschool Numbers: 

 1.  Dwight  - 14-18 Students  

 2.  Brainard - 14-18 Students 

 

II. Cultural Arts Field Trip 

A.   Grades K-3 students will be attending a cultural arts field trip on April 24 

organized by Mrs. Hines.  Students will be attending a performance at the 

Rose Theater.   

 

III.   Spring Music Programs  

A. Friday, April 12 - Dwight Elementary Program 7:00 p.m.   

B. Thursday, April 26 - Brainard Elementary Program 7:00 p.m.  

C. Monday, April 15 - High School Pre-contest Concert 6:30 p.m.  

D. Friday, May 3 - 5-12th Grade Band Concert 6:00 p.m. 

 

IV.  Assessment Schedule 

A.  NSCAS - Gr. 3-6 Reading - April 16-17 

B.  NSCAS - Gr. 3-6 Math - April 23-24 

C.  NSCAS - Gr. 5 Science - April 30-May 1  

D.  Acadience Testing - April 29-May 3 

E.  NWEA Testing - May 6-10 

 

VI.   Professional Learning Day  

A. Professional Learning Day for staff was held on April 2.  Staff participated 

in a presentation about upcoming assessments, including protocol 

information prepared by Mr. Glasshoff. Teachers were also given an 

opportunity to provide feedback regarding future professional learning 

days.  Bill Busch, former Division I football coach, shared a presentation 

about overcoming adversity in life.  There was also an elementary Multi-

Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) meeting.    



Secondary Principal Report
April 2024

I. Senior Class Trip/Information/Important Dates
A. The seniors will go on their class trip to Top Golf. Their class account will cover

all expenses for this day.
B. Erin Roh will be the graduation photographer
C. May 1 Senior Class Trip
D. May 3 Seniors vs. Staff at 1:30 PM.
E. May 8 Seniors Last Day
F. May 11 Graduation at 2:00 PM

II. 9th Grade Registration
A. The current 8th grade class met on March 21 to cover class offerings. Parents

and students were in attendance. Students could select the classes they were
interested in taking next year.

III. ACT Test March 26
A. The Junior class took the ACT on March 26 at the Klein Center.
B. Juniors prepped for the class using the John Baylor Test Prep Course.
C. In the future, we expect the only option to take the ACT, will be online. If this

occurs, we must adjust how we currently administer the ACT.

IV. Professional Learning Day
A. The staff went over testing expectations and dates for NWEA & NSCAS Testing
B. Bill Busch was our guest speaker. He spoke to our staff about adversity and the

type of person you are during those tough moments.
C. The MTSS Team met, and a student transition meeting was held.

V. Assessment Dates
A. NSCAS Testing - 7th and 8th-grade students will be tested in the following areas

and dates: ELA - April 9-10, Math April 15-17, and Science April 23-24.
B. NWEA Maps Testing - April 30 and May 1 from 8:00 - 10:00 AM.
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