
Board of Education Regular Meeting
Wednesday, June 9, 2021 7:30 PM
East Butler School
212 South Madison Street
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 

1. Call Meeting To Order

2. Roll Call

3. Flag Salute

4. Approve Agenda

5. Patron's Comments

6. Informational Items

6.1. Summer Work & Construction Update

6.2. Board Work Session Discussion

6.3. Student Fee Discussion

7. Consent Agenda

7.1. Approval of Minutes

7.2. Treasurer's Report

8. Regular Agenda

8.1. Discuss, consider, and take any necessary action on the breakfast and lunch prices 
for the 2021-2022 school year.

8.2. Discuss, consider, and take any necessary action on the Superintendent's evaluation 
and contract.

9. Administrative Comments

10. Items for next Meeting

11. Adjournment



79-533.
Parental involvement; policy; hearing; review.

The policy required by section 79-531 shall be developed with parental input and shall be the subject
of a public hearing before the school board or board of education of the school district before
adoption by the board. The policy shall be reviewed annually and either altered and adopted as
altered or reaffirmed by the board following a public hearing.

79-2,134.

Student fee policy; hearing; procedure; contents.

On or before August 1, 2002, and annually each year thereafter, each school board shall hold a
public hearing at a regular or special meeting of the board on a proposed student fee policy,
following a review of the amount of money collected from students pursuant to, and the use of
waivers provided in, the student fee policy for the prior school year. The student fee policy shall be
adopted by a majority vote of the school board and shall be published in the student handbook. The
board shall provide a copy of the student handbook to every student, or to every household in which
at least one student resides, at no cost to the student or household. The student fee policy shall
include specific details regarding:
(1) The general written guidelines for any nonspecialized attire required for specified courses and
activities;
(2) Any personal or consumable items a student will be required to furnish for participation in
extracurricular activities;
(3) Any specialized equipment or attire which a student will be required to provide for any
extracurricular activity;
(4) Any fees required from a student for participation in any extracurricular activity;
(5) Any fees required for postsecondary education costs;
(6) Any fees required for transportation costs pursuant to sections 79-241, 79-605, and 79-611;
(7) Any fees required for copies of student files or records pursuant to section 79-2,104;
(8) Any fees required for participation in before-and-after-school or prekindergarten services offered
pursuant to section 79-1104;
(9) Any fees required for participation in summer school or night school;
(10) Any fees for breakfast and lunch programs; and
(11) The waiver policy pursuant to section 79-2,133.
No fee, specialized equipment or attire, or nonspecialized attire may be required pursuant to the
Public Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act unless the maximum dollar amount
of the fee, the specifications for the specialized equipment or attire, or the specifications for the
nonspecialized attire are specified in the student fee policy approved by the board. Reimbursement
pursuant to subdivision (6) of section 79-2,127 for property lost or damaged by a student may be
required without specification in the student fee policy.

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-531
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-241
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-605
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-611
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-2,104
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-1104
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-2,133
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-2,127


Section 9 Student Fees Policy
The Board of Education East Butler Public School has adopted this student fees policy in

accordance with the Public Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act.

The District’s general policy is to provide for the free instruction in school in accordance
with the Nebraska Constitution and state and federal law.  This generally means that the
District’s policy is to provide free instruction for courses which are required by state law or
regulation and to provide the staff, facility, equipment, and materials necessary for such
instruction, without charge or fee to the students.

The District does provide activities, programs, and services to children which extend
beyond the minimum level of constitutionally required free instruction. Students and their
parents have historically contributed to the District’s efforts to provide such activities, programs,
and services.  The District’s general policy is to continue to encourage and, to the extent
permitted by law, to require such student and parent contributions to enhance the educational
program provided by the District.

Under the Public Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act, the District
is required to set forth in a policy its guidelines or policies for specific categories of student fees.
The District does so by setting forth the following guidelines and policies.  This policy is subject
to further interpretation or guidance by administrative or Board regulations which may be
adopted from time to time.   The Policy includes Appendix “1,” which provides further specifics
of student fees and materials required of students for the current school year.  Parents, guardians,
and students are encouraged to contact their building administration or their teachers or activity
coaches and sponsors for further specifics.

(1) Guidelines for non-specialized attire required for specified courses and activities.
Students have the responsibility to furnish and wear non specialized attire meeting general
District grooming and attire guidelines, as well as grooming and attire guidelines established for
the building or programs attended by the students or in which the students participate.  Students
also have the responsibility to furnish and wear non specialized attire reasonably related to the
programs, courses and activities in which the students participate where the required attire is
specified in writing by the administrator or teacher responsible for the program, course or
activity.

The District will provide or make available to students such safety equipment and attire
as may be required by law, specifically including appropriate industrial-quality eye protective
devices for courses of instruction in vocational, technical, industrial arts, chemical or
chemical-physical classes which involve exposure to hot molten metals or other molten
materials, milling, sawing, turning, shaping, cutting, grinding, or stamping of any solid materials,
heat treatment, tempering, or kiln firing of any metal or other materials, gas or electric arc
welding or other forms of welding processes, repair or servicing of any vehicle, or caustic or
explosive materials, or for laboratory classes involving caustic or explosive materials, hot liquids
or solids, injurious radiations, or other similar hazards.  Building administrators are directed to
assure that such equipment is available in the appropriate classes and areas of the school
buildings, teachers are directed to instruct students in the usage of such devices and to assure that



students use the devices as required, and students have the responsibility to follow such
instructions and use the devices as instructed.

(2) Personal or consumable items & miscellaneous
(a) Extracurricular Activities. Students have the responsibility to furnish any

personal or consumable items for participation in extracurricular activities.
(b) Courses

(i) General Course Materials.  Items necessary for students to benefit
from

courses will be made available by the District for the use of students
during the school day.  Students may be encouraged, but not required, to
bring items needed to benefit from courses including, but not limited to,
pencils, paper, pens, erasers, notebooks, trappers, protractors and math
calculators. A specific class supply list will be published annually in a
Board-approved student handbook or supplement or other notice.  The list
may include refundable damage or loss deposits required for usage of
certain District property.

(ii) Damaged or Lost Items.  Students are responsible for the careful and
appropriate use of school property.  Students and their parents or guardian
will be held responsible for damages to school property where such
damage is caused or aided by the student and will also be held responsible
for the reasonable replacement cost of school property which is placed in
the care of and lost by the student.

(iii) Materials Required for Course Projects. Students are permitted to
and may

be encouraged to supply materials for course projects. Some course
projects (such as projects in art and shop classes) may be kept by the
student upon completion.  In the event the completed project has more
than minimal value, the student may be required, as a condition of the
student keeping the completed project, to reimburse the District for the
reasonable value of the materials used in the project. Standard project
materials will be made available by the District. If a student wants to
create a project other than the standard course project, or to use materials
other than standard project materials, the student will be responsible for
furnishing or paying the reasonable cost of any such materials for the
project.

(iv) Music Course Materials.  Students will be required to furnish musical
instruments for participation in optional music courses. Use of a musical
instrument without charge is available under the District’s fee waiver
policy.  The District is not required to provide for the use of a particular
type of musical instrument for any student.

(v) Parking.  Students may be required to pay for parking on school
grounds or at



school-sponsored activities, and may be subject to payment of fines or
damages for damages caused with or to vehicles or for failure to comply
with school parking rules.

(3) Extracurricular Activities–Specialized equipment or attire. Extracurricular activities
means

student activities or organizations which are supervised or administered by the District,
which do not count toward graduation or advancement between grades, and in which
participation is not otherwise required by the District. The District will generally furnish
students with specialized equipment and attire for participation in extracurricular
activities.   The District is not required to provide for the use of any particular type of
equipment or attire.  Equipment or attire fitted for the student and which the student
generally wears exclusively, such as dance squad, cheerleading, and music/dance activity
(e.g. choir or show choir) uniforms and outfits, along with T-shirts for teams or band
members, will be required to be provided by the participating student. The cost of
maintaining any equipment or attire, including uniforms, which the student purchases or
uses exclusively, shall be the responsibility of the participating student.  Equipment
which is ordinarily exclusively used by an individual student participant throughout the
year, such as golf clubs, softball gloves, and the like, are required to be provided by the
student participant.  Items for the personal medical use or enhancement of the student
(braces, mouthpieces, and the like) are the responsibility of the student participant.
Students have the responsibility to furnish personal or consumable equipment or attire for
participation in extracurricular activities or for paying a reasonable usage cost for such
equipment or attire. For musical extracurricular activities, students may be required to
provide specialized equipment, such as musical instruments, or specialized attire, or for
paying a reasonable usage cost for such equipment or attire.
(4) Extracurricular Activities–Fees for participation.

THE FEE FOR 9-12 STUDENTS IS $35.00.  This fee covers the following activities:  cross
country, football, volleyball, girls softball, boys basketball, girls basketball, wrestling, boys
track, girls track, play production, speech, band, chorus, cheerleading & spirit leading.

THE FEE FOR 7th & 8th GRADERS IS $25.00. This fee covers the following activities:
football, volleyball, boys basketball, girls basketball, wrestling, boys track, girls track, Band 7
and Band 8.

The District does charge fees for participation in extracurricular activities.  The District has
determined to charge the following fees for participation in extracurricular activities for the
school year:

Activity Description of Fee Fee mount Date Fee to Be Paid

Any 9-12 NSAA Activities Participation and Student Pass $35.00 Prior to First Contest

Any 7-8 School Activities Participation and Student Pass $25.00 Prior to First Contest



(5) Postsecondary education costs. Students are responsible for postsecondary education
costs.

The phrase “postsecondary education costs” means tuition and other fees only associated
with obtaining credit from a postsecondary educational institution. For a course in which
students receive high school credit and for which the student may also receive
postsecondary education credit, the course shall be offered without charge for tuition,
transportation, books, or other fees, except tuition and other fees associated with
obtaining credits from a postsecondary educational institution.
(6) Transportation costs. Students are responsible for fees established for transportation

services
provided by the District as and to the extent permitted by federal and state laws and
regulations.
(7) Copies of student files or records. The Superintendent or the Superintendent's

designee shall
establish a schedule of fees representing a reasonable cost of reproduction for copies of a
student's files or records for the parents or guardians of such student. A parent, guardian
or student who requests copies of files or records shall be responsible for the cost of
copies reproduced in accordance with such fee schedule. The imposition of a fee shall
not be used to prevent parents of students from exercising their right to inspect and
review the student's' files or records and no fee shall be charged to search for or retrieve
any student's files or records.  The fee schedule shall permit one copy of the requested
records be provided for or on behalf of the student without charge and shall allow
duplicate copies to be provided without charge to the extent required by federal or state
laws or regulations.
(8) Participation in before-and-after-school or pre-kindergarten services. Students are

responsible
for fees required for participation in before-and-after-school or pre-kindergarten services
offered by the District, except to the extent such services are required to be provided
without cost.
(9) Participation in summer school or night school. Students are responsible for fees

required for
participation in summer school or night school.  Students are also responsible for
correspondence courses.
(10) School Lunch programs.  Students shall be responsible for items which students

purchase
from the District’s lunch programs.  The cost of items to be sold to students shall be
consistent with applicable federal and state laws and regulations.  Students are also
responsible for the cost of food, beverages, and personal or consumable items which the
students purchase from the District or at school, whether from a “school store,” a vending
machine, a booster club or parent group sale, a book order club, or the like.  Students may
be required to bring money or food for field trip lunches and similar activities.
(11) Waiver Policy. The District’s policy is to provide fee waivers in accordance with the

Public
Elementary and Secondary Student Fee Authorization Act.   Students who qualify for free
or reduced-price lunches under United States Department of Agriculture child nutrition
programs shall be provided a fee waiver or be provided the necessary materials or



equipment without charge for: (1) participation in extracurricular activities and (2) use of
a musical instrument in optional music courses that are not extracurricular activities.
Participation in a free-lunch program or reduced-price lunch program is not required to
qualify for free or reduced-price lunches for purposes of this section.  Students or their
parents must request a fee waiver prior to participating in or attending the activity, and
prior to purchase of the materials.
(12) Distribution of Policy. The Superintendent or the Superintendent's designee shall

publish
the District's student fee policy in the Student Handbook or the equivalent (for example,
publication may be made in an addendum or a supplement to the student handbook).
The Student Handbook or the equivalent shall be provided to every student of the District
or to every household in which at least one student resides, at no cost.
(13) Student Fee Fund. The School Board hereby establishes a Student Fee Fund.  The

Student
Fee Fund shall be a separate school district fund not funded by tax revenue, into which all
money collected from students and subject to the Student Fee Fund shall be deposited and
from which money shall be expended for the purposes for which it was collected from
students.  Funds subject to the Student Fee Fund consist of money collected from
students for: (1) participation in extracurricular activities, (2) postsecondary education
costs, and (3) summer school or night school.
(14) Course Fees: Students may be charged a fee to be enrolled in specific courses, such

as
Woodworking or Welding.  Please check the Course Description manual for fees
associated with particular courses.  Course fees are expected to be paid within the
drop/add period at the beginning of each semester. If fees are paid, students may be
dropped from the course.



Board of Education Regular Meeting

Wednesday, May 12, 2021 7:30 P.M.

East Butler School - Brainard, NE

1. Call Meeting To Order at 7:30 P.M.

2. Roll Call - Present:  Brandon Jisa, Megan Kozisek, Ryan Pekarek, Dylan Spatz, Sarah

Strizek, and Kim TePoel.  Also present:  Mr. Michael Eldridge, Superintendent, Mr.

Mark Cidlik, Secondary Principal, and Mr. Shawn Biltoft, Elementary Principal.

3. Flag Salute

4. Approve Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda as presented passed with a motion by Dylan Spatz

and a second by Kim TePoel.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

5. Patron's Comments - None

6. Informational Items included:  Commons Construction Update; Review of Board

Policies -  5007-5012 and 5101-5104; Summer Projects Update; and Extra-Duty

Assignments for 2021-2022

7. Consent Agenda

7.1. Approval of Minutes

7.2. Treasurer's Report

7.3. Approve the hiring of LaTausha Pokorny as the new school nurse for the

2021-2022 school year.

7.4. Accept the resignation/retirement of Randy Fuehrer as business & music teacher

upon the finding of a suitable replacement.

7.5. Approve the hiring of Ryan Salak as 7-12 Music/Business Teacher.

Motion to approve the consent agenda as presented passed with a motion by Dylan

Spatz and a second by Sarah Strizek.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea



8. Regular Agenda

8.1. Discuss, consider, and take any necessary action on the school district's current

COVID-19 protocol - No action taken - protocol will stay the same.

8.2. Discuss, consider, and take any necessary action on the purchase of a laser

engraver.

Mrs. Kocian, Mrs. Bohaty, and Mr. Palensky have secured funding for $15,000 of this

purchase.

Approve purchase of laser engraver with district paying the remaining $8,465 passed

with a motion by Kim TePoel and a second by Sarah Strizek.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

9. Administrative Comments

10. Items for next Meeting:  Construction Update; Summer Work Update;

Superintendent Evaluation; July Board Work Session; Breakfast/Lunch Prices; June

Meeting at  7:30 P.M.

11. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. passed with a motion by Kim TePoel and a second by

Dylan Spatz.

Brandon Jisa: Yea, Megan Kozisek: Yea, Ryan Pekarek: Yea, Dylan Spatz: Yea, Sarah

Strizek: Yea, Kim TePoel: Yea

Kim Fuehrer

Recording Secretary









PAID IN MAY 2021

PRE-APPROVED BILLS (GENERAL FUND)

5/11/21

Callaway Rolloffs Chk# 40359 Dumpster seriveces $275.00

First National Bank - CC Chk# 40360 Reading Books, Crime Report $1,960.73

First National Bank - CC Chk# 40361 ACT Snacks $14.62

First National Bank - CC Chk# 40362 Board Dinner, Sam's Club Renewal, Ribbon $438.33

5/17/21

Butler Public Power Dist Chk# 40364 Electricity $499.06

Select Plumbing Chk# 40364 Brainard Hot Water Heater $4,288.35

Katering by Kelly Chk# 40365 Katering by Kelly $569.75

TOTAL $8,045.84





June 9, 2021

SPECIAL BUILDING FUND BILLS

Midwest Door & Hardware Chk# 1190 Passage Door on Quonset
$3,132.00

TOTAL $3,132.00

DEPRECIATION FUND BILLS

No Depreciation Fund Bills in May

TOTAL $0.00

QUALIFIED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PURPOSE UNDERTAKING FUND (QCPUF)

BOK Financial Chk# 1012
$11,012.50

TOTAL $11,012.50















CRC Meal Prices

School Breakfast Lunch Supplemented
Elementary Middle High School Elementary Middle High School ADULT By General Fund/Yr.

B-D $1.65 $1.65 $1.65 $2.25 $2.50 $2.50 $3.65 48,000/20-21
Cross County $1.80 $1.80 $1.80 $2.50 $2.80 $2.80 $3.75 $0.00 for 19-20
Dorchester $1.70 $1.80 $1.80 $2.55 $2.80 $2.80 $3.70 $20,000.00
E-M $1.50 $1.50 $1.50 $2.35 $2.60 $2.60 $3.75 $100,000 for 20-21
East Butler $1.60 $1.60 $1.60 $2.00 $2.50 $2.50 $3.10 $80,000.00
Giltner $1.75 $1.75 $1.75 $2.50 $2.85 $2.85 $3.80 $30,000 in 18-19
Hampton $1.90 $1.90 $1.90 $2.70 $2.95 $2.95 $3.75 *$29,000 in 19-20
High Plains $1.95 $1.95 $1.95 $3.00 $3.10 $3.10 $3.80 $20,000.00
NE Lutheran na na $3.50 $4.50 $4.50 $4.50 $5.00 $0.00
McCool Jct $1.80 $1.80 $1.80 $2.40 $2.90 $2.90 $3.65 $30,000.00
Meridian $1.30 $1.55 $1.55 $2.60 $2.70 $2.70 $3.50 Make $$
Osceola $1.65 $1.65 $1.65 $2.45 $2.65 $2.65 $3.40 $5000-$10,000
Shelby-RC $1.45 $1.45 $1.45 $2.30 $2.45 $2.45 $3.65 Make $$
Shickley $1.50 $1.60 $1.60 $2.60 $2.85 $2.85 $3.50 $20,500.00

Average $1.66 $1.69 $1.82 $2.62 $2.87 $2.87 $4.33



Secondary Principal Report
June - 2021 School Board Meeting

I. Citizenship Test Results.
A. LB 399 requires administration of a written test that is identical to the entire civics 

portion of the naturalization test used by United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services prior to the completion of eighth grade and again prior to the completion 
of twelfth grade with the individual score from each test for each student made 
available to a parent or guardian.

B. East Butler twelfth graders were administered the test prior to graduation.  All 28 
students passed the test. It was a 100-question multiple choice test.

II. ACT Results
A. The junior class took the ACT in April, and students have received their results. 

III. Proposed Handbook Changes
A. Tardy policy – After the 3rd, 6th, & 9th tardy the student will receive a lunch 

detention. Starting on the 10th tardy, students will receive a lunch detention for 
every tardy. The rationale for the policy change is to give the student a consequence 
that is adverse enough for them to become more punctual.  Open campus is a 
privilege students enjoy so it is a harsh enough consequence to get their attention. 

B. Final Tests – All students take finals. It would be up to the teacher if they give a final 
or test on recent material or have students complete an end of the year project.  
The rationale for this policy change is that student absences were being counted for 
funerals and orthodontist appointments.  There are too many situations that can 
come up during the year that people could argue one way or another. Having an 
86% in all classes is only for the 4th quarter.  Most schools in the area make all 
students take finals. 

C. Eligibility Policy – We would keep the current policy and allow students to become 
eligible for activities if they are passing all their classes. The rationale for this change 
is to encourage students who are ineligible to pass all their classes. 

D. Health Policy – Some wording will be changed in this section, but no major changes 
to this policy.  

IV. Summer Activities 
A. Students attended HOBY Leadership Conference June 4th & 5th. 
B. FFA attended Chapter Officer Leadership Training in Aurora
C. June 2nd the weight opened for student/athletes.
D. Sports teams will be attending various camps this summer. 
E. The East Butler Band played at Memorial Day Services for the Prague & Brainard 

Legion Clubs.



   
 
 
Elementary Principal Report 
June Board Meeting 
 
 
I. Reading and Math Program (R.A.M.P)    

A. R.A.M.P. is a summer program for K-3 students to provide support in 
Reading and Math.  Students qualify if they receive special education or Title 
I services. Students are also invited to the program if they met requirements 
for the Individualized Reading Improvement Plan (IRIP) set by the Nebraska 
Department of Education.  There are currently 19 students that are planning 
on participating in this program.     

B. Sessions will take place from 8:30-11:30 A.M. in Dwight on the following 
dates: 

 1. July 6-8  3. July 20-22 
 2. July 13-15  4. July 27-29 
C.   Mrs. Vandenberg will be teaching students in grades 2-3.  I do not have an 

instructor at this time for grades K-1.  There will also be 2 paraeducators 
helping with the summer sessions.    

  
II. Summer Reading Program 

A.   Mrs. Kavan has organized a summer reading program titled, “Tails and 
Tales”.  The sessions will take place June 1, 3, 8, and 10 for preschool - 6th 
grade students.  Students are able to participate in a variety of activities 
related to animals and check out library materials.  There were 48 students 
that attended the first day.  Mrs. Hermelbracht and Mrs. Geewe are also 
helping with the program.   

 
III.   Amplify Science 
 A.  Classroom teachers have received their materials, including the unit kits.   
  They have access to the on-line component, but will not be able enter  
  students until July 1 when the subscription begins.  The first training session 
  will take place on August 9. 
 
IV.   School Improvement 
 A.   The school improvement team met on May 18 to discuss items including the 
  Danielsen Instructional Model, student improvement goals, and an   
  accreditation update.   
 B.   A draft of new school improvement goals were developed and will be shared 
  with staff this fall for feedback.  A focus was placed on student growth in  
  Reading and Math.    
  1. 60% of students meeting growth targets on NWEA Reading by the end of 
      the 2022-2023 school year. 
  2. 70% of students meeting growth targets on NWEA Math by the end of the 
      2022-2023 school year. 
 
V.   Danielson Instructional Model 
 A.   The administrative team met with Sue Pressler, a Danielson consultant, on 
  June 1 to discuss implementation of the new instructional model.  She will 
  present to our teaching staff on August 10.   
 
VI.   Additional Items: 
 A.   Administrative Days will take place July 28-30 in Kearney 
 B.   Report cards were sent home June 1.    
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