
Operations Committee Meeting
Thursday, May 1, 2025 8:30 AM
Lower Platte North NRD Office
P.O. Box 126
Wahoo, NE 68066 

1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
We don't have any unfinished business to address.

2. WILD NE AND OTHER PROGRAMS
There's nothing to report.

3. OPERATION & MAINTENANCE & OTHER ITEMS
The O & M crew packaged, delivered and started planting trees. Regular maintenance on 
vehicles and equipment.
3.A. Rehabilitation of Cottonwood 21-A, NRCS & HDR

The 90 percent report is in the hands of the NRCS.
Butler Public Power District will be replacing utility poles that go across the dam on 
the downstream slope. This has been discussed and reviewed by HDR and Hazard 
Engineering. The Dept. of Dam Safety has also made recommendations on pole 
depth and locations. At the time of renovation construction those poles may need to 
be moved or replanted.

3.B. Wanahoo Basin Damage & Repair, FEMA & Houston Engineering
Mike Sotak will give an update on their reported findings and future plans as the 
Education presentation at the May board meeting.

3.C. Hay Areas on Recreation Areas for 2025
The bids for haying our recreation areas were due Monday, May 5 at 4:00 pm. There 
are 4 individuals who bid on the hay areas. Meduna Family Farms is high bid for 
Wanahoo areas "A" and "B"at $41.00, Ken Cejka on Wanahoo area "C" at $68.50, 
Dan Kadavy is high bid at Czechland at $45.00, and Chuck Andel is high bid at 
Homestead at $67.00. Bid results are attached. We need a motion to accept the high 
hay bids.

3.D. Landowner Access Bridge Request over Rawhide Ditch 8
Back in February the Board approved that David Heller could build a UTV/Foot 
bridge over Rawhide Ditch 8 provided he do it in accordance with NRD direction 
and easement documentation.
Attached is a signed Revocable Easement Agreement IIngress/Egress) for this 
bridge request. Heller has been given design plans that were developed by JEO and 
used when the irrigation bridge just downstream was rebuilt after the 2019 flood, 
Heller was asked to use this design for the footings.

3.E.Wahoo Ducks Unlimited Duck Blind Replacement
During our precribed burn in March, a Ducks Unlimited duck blind was a casualty 
of the fire. The District will be reimbursing DU $1,600 for a duck blind.
A second blind was burnt during the accidental fire on the eastside of the lake. DU 
said they would handle that blind.



4. ROCK AND JETTY
Seth McGinn will be seeking cost-share assistance to maintain their jetties on the Platte 
River.

5. LAKE WANAHOO

5.A. Lake Wanahoo Permit Sales 
For the month of March, the District received $3,477.50 in annual park permit 
revenue.

5.B. Lake Wanahoo Camping Revenue
For the month of March, the District received $4,520.31 in camping revenue.

5.C. Amphitheater at Lake Wanahoo
Chairman Jerry Johnson would like to have some discussion on the requested 
amphitheater at Lake Wanahoo.

5.D. Clint Johannes Education Building 
The Clint Johannes Education Building at Lake Wanahoo was rented 20 times in 
April, with 1 NRD rental. Revenue for the month was $1300. 

6. INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

6.A. Information

6.A.1. Radio & eAds
The KTIC radio ads for April featured LPNNRD recreation areas - this will 
continue through May. 

The Wahoo newspaper e-ad featured environmental education opportunities for 
April. In May it will change to recreation area ads. There will also be a print ad 
in May. 

The ads are attached.
 

6.A.2. Analytics
Top Posts for Facebook and X included:
• April Coffee, Lakeside flyer
• LPNNRD Natural Resources Grant availability
• Why does an 85-year-old plant a tree? video on Arbor Day
• Clint Johannes Education Building policy reminder
• Chemigation permits

On the LPNNRD website, we received traffic from NARD (86), Facebook (47), 
Nebraska Game and Parks (19), Nebraska tourism (6), X (0), Wahoo newspaper 
e-ad (0).

The reports are attached. 
 

6.B. Education



6.B.1. past events 

• April 2nd: Bishop Neuman M.S. survival skills (20)
• April 3rd: Bishop Neuman M.S. Survival skills(20)
• April 4th: Wahoo 2nd grade - Pollination (80)
• April 8th: Wahoo 1st grade - feathers (74)
• April 10th: Coffee Lakeside - Earth and Arbor Day (8)
• April 11th: Platte Center Elementary K-6th Earth and Arbor Day (136)
• April 14th: Fremont 4th grade AM Earth Day (75) / East Butler 7th 

grade Arbor Day (12)
• April 15th: Cedar Bluffs 3rd Grade - Earth Day (35)
• April 16th: Newman Grove Elementary Earth and Arbor Day (48)
• April 22nd: St. Wenceslaus Pre-K AM (28) / North Bend 5th Grade 

Earth Day (42) / Earth Day Event @ Lake Wanahoo (6)
• April 23rd: Wahoo Kindergarten Earth Day (85)
• April 24th: Fremont Ecofair (350)
• April 28th: Re-schedule North Bend (41) and Wahoo Kindergarten (85)
• April 30th: Fremont H.S. Water quality (45) / Presentation pm @ Let's 

play yoga studio Wahoo (4)
6.B.2. future events 

• May 7th: Spring conservation Sensation
• May 12: St. Wenc Pre-K field trip
• May 14th: Ashland Greenwood water day
• May 15th: Wahoo 1st grade field trip
• May 17th: Bob Bruner Fishing Derby
• May 19th: Yoga at the lake
• May 20th: Wahoo 4th grade field trip 
• May 21st: Bees and Brews
• May 22nd: Job Shadow in office 

6.B.3. NRD Natural Resources Grant Update
Today was the application deadline and we didn't receive any applicaitons. We 
had one email from a Newman Grover teacher asking for an extension. Lacey 
and I will discuss our plan, but more than likley, we will extend it.

7. RURAL WATER SYSTEMS

7.A. Rural Water Operations
With spring weather and construction season starting the RWD had 22 locate 
requests to address between the two systems.

Hydrant flushing was also conducted on both systems.

Annual water quality reporting was completed this past month; all PWS (public 
water system) are required to annually post/notify all customers with the water 
system's water quality report from NDEE.  Both reports have been posted on our 



website, and publicly posted at both village post offices.

Included in this month's bills all customers will receive a cross-connection reporting 
survey.  This is a state mandated document that all PWS customers are required to 
complete.
 

7.B. Colon System
Routine monthly sampling completed, meters read and bills mailed 5/1.

7.C. Bruno System
Routine monthly sampling completed, meters read and bills mailed 5/1.

7.D. Other

7.D.1. Basin Tour
Attached is information about the 2025 NRD Niobrara Basin Tour on June 9th-
10th based in Valentine.  Registrations are due (To Jill) on or before May 9th.

more info:
The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts (NARD), in collaboration with 
the Niobrara Basin NRDs, is pleased to invite you to the 2025 NRD Basin 
Tour.
Join us for an immersive two-day experience as we explore key projects and 
programs dedicated to protecting Nebraska’s natural resources.

Tour Highlights Include: 
• CSS Farms - Seed potato operation
• Drip irrigation & Ponderosa Pine trials
• Fort Niobrara & Cub Creek Reservoir
• Minor Ranch & Niobrara Valley Vineyards
• Watershed management initiatives & Spencer Dam

Registration Information:
To reserve your seat, please submit your completed by May 9th. Space is 
limited and early registration is encouraged. Registrations received after May 
9th will be subject to lodging availability.

Registration Fee Includes: 
• All meals, breaks and activities
• Motor coach transportation
• Lodging for Monday night (NARD will arrange hotel accommodation)

If you plan to arrive early and need a room for Sunday night, be sure to mark 
this on your registration form. All lodgings must be booked through NARD.



Wanahoo Hay Bids 2025

Bid for Areas on Wanahoo

Name Bidder Wildlife “A” Wildlife “B” Wildlife “C” Czech. Homestead

Meduna Family Farms $ 41.00 $ 41.00 $ 41.00

Dan Kadavy $ 25.00 $ 25.00 $ 25.00 $ 45.00 $ 61.00

Ken Cejka $ 68.50

Chuck Andel $ 67.00

High Bids for the areas are Underlined.
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To:  NRD Board of Directors, Staff and Conservation Partners 
From: Nebraska Association of Resources Districts (NARD) 
Re:  NRD Basin Tour | June 9-10, 2025  
Date: April 25, 2025   
 

You're Invited, Please Register Now! 
 
2025 NRD Basin Tour – Niobrara Basin 
Hosted by NARD in Partnership with the Niobrara Basin NRDs 
Based in Valentine, Nebraska | June 9–10, 2025 

The Nebraska Association of Resources Districts (NARD), in collaboration with the Niobrara Basin 
NRDs, is pleased to invite you to the 2025 NRD Basin Tour. Join us for an immersive two-day 
experience as we explore key projects and programs dedicated to protecting Nebraska’s natural resources. 

Tour Details: 
Monday, June 9 

• 11:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. (CDT): Lunch at the Niobrara Lodge patio (803 US-20, Valentine, NE) 
• 12:00 p.m. (CDT): Bus departs the Niobrara Lodge  
• Tour will showcase conservation efforts and innovative practices across the Middle Niobrara 

NRD 
• Evening: Dinner at Niobrara Valley Vineyards, Nenzel 

Tuesday, June 10 
• 7:30 a.m. (CDT): Depart from hotel after breakfast for Spencer Dam 
• Tour highlights initiatives across both Middle and Lower Niobrara NRDs 
• Lunch included 
• Return to Niobrara Lodge by 4:30 p.m. (CDT) 

Tour Highlights Include: 
• CSS Farms – Seed potato operation 
• Drip irrigation & Ponderosa Pine trials 
• Fort Niobrara & Cub Creek Reservoir 
• Minor Ranch & Niobrara Valley Vineyards 
• Lower Niobrara NRD facilities 
• Watershed management initiatives & Spencer Dam 

Registration Information: 
To reserve your seat, please submit your completed registration form to the NARD office by May 9th. 
Space is limited and early registration is encouraged. 

Registration Fee Includes: 
• All meals, breaks and activities 
• Motor coach transportation 
• Lodging for Monday night (NARD will arrange hotel accommodation) 

If you plan to arrive early and need a room for Sunday night, be sure to mark this on your registration 
form. All lodgings must be booked through NARD. 

We look forward to seeing you in the Niobrara Basin this June! 

Nebraska NRDs 

mailto:nard@nrdnet.org
mailto:nard@nrdnet.org


Registration Form 
Annual Basin Tour – Niobrara River Basin, June 9-10, 2025 

 

Registration deadline is Friday, May 8. Cancellations received after May 19 are non-refundable.  
 

Basin Tour registration fee will include the following: 

• Monday, June 9:  Lunch, conservation tour, snacks, beverages, activities, evening group dinner and hotel. 

• Tuesday, June 10:  Breakfast at the hotel, conservation tour, lunch, snacks, and beverages.   
 

Registration options:  

▪ Registration - with single room occupancy - $450 per person 

▪ Registration - with double room occupancy - $390 per person  

▪ Registration – with NO HOTEL accommodation – $325 per person.  If you live in the area and don’t need hotel accommodation, use this option  

to register for the tour.  
 

For those arriving on Sunday for the NARD board meeting, or for the Basin Tour, you must reserve your Sunday night lodging with NARD.  Use this form to 

add Sunday lodging.  This is an extra fee not included with basin tour registration.  
 

 
NRD:  ___________________________________________________ 

 
Name:    _______________________________ Title: ___________________ 

 

Name:   _______________________________ Title: ____________________ 

 

Name:    _______________________________Title: ____________________ 

 

Name:    _______________________________Title: ____________________ 

 

Name:    _______________________________Title: ____________________ 

 

Name:    _______________________________Title: ____________________ 

List any special needs, including dietary restrictions:        ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tour registration cost per person:          Extra Sunday night, June 8th lodging at Niobrara Lodge. Number of rooms needed -  ______x $ 125 = ____________ 

                                                     Basin Tour Registration = Single room occupancy.    Number of registrations -  _______ x $ 450 = ____________ 

                                                              Basin Tour Registration = Double room occupancy.  Number of registrations -  _______ x $ 390 = ____________ 

                                                              Basin Tour Registration = NO HOTEL accommodation. Number of registrations - ____ x $ 325 = ____________ 

                                                                         Total submitted = ____________  

Submit payment and registration to: NARD, 8100 S. 15th St., Ste B, Lincoln, NE  68512.  Register prior to May 8 (cancellations are non-refundable after May 19).    

Extra Sunday night  

Stay Niobrara Lodge - $ 125 

(not included in Basin Tour 

registration) 
 

Extra Sunday night – June 8  

 

Extra Sunday night – June 8 

 

Extra Sunday night – June 8 

 

Extra Sunday night – June 8 

 

Extra Sunday night – June 8 

 

Extra Sunday night – June 8 
 

Basin Tour Registration. 
Circle single or double 

occupancy (for each person 

registering) 
 

Basin Tour Reg – Single/Double  

 

Basin Tour Reg – Single/Double  

 

Basin Tour Reg – Single/Double  

 

Basin Tour Reg – Single/Double  

  

Basin Tour Reg – Single/Double  

 

Basin Tour Reg – Single/Double  

 

Nebraska NRDs 
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