
Water Committee Meeting
Wednesday, February 28, 2024 6:00 PM
Lower Platte North NRD Office
P.O. Box 126
Wahoo, NE 68066 

1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
The following item was referred back to Water Committee from the Board meeting on 
February 12, 2024 for further discussion.

Discussion and possible action on allocation overage.  A producer in SQS #2 water use 
was 17.28 inches in 2022 and 11.53 inches in 2023.  The 2-year total would be 28.81 
inches for the 3-year rolling allocation.  

The committee discussed the option of deducting the 6-inch penalty and the 
consequences.  A motion at the December Board Meeting increased the allocation to 30 
inches over 3 years. The Committee felt that if this producer is allowed to go to 30 
inches, a requirement for soil moisture sensors is required and, if possible, work with the 
local extension on irrigation management.  Staff will also investigate if the flow meter is 
working correctly and visit the producer.  

The staff visited the producer about the situation.  He questioned the reading that was 
entered in 2021.  The staff looked into the reading and discovered that the reading was 
potentially entered incorrectly.  With the number entered correctly, the site will have 7.7 
acres/ inches for 2024 on the site.  The producer did get his meter re-calibrated and 
found it was within the 2% allowance.   

2. REGULATORY

2.A. GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA

2.A.1. Variance Request in the Hydrologically Connected Area (Limited 
Development Area)
Lee Comenzind owns a parcel of land in the NE1/4 S22-18N-R8E, Dodge 
County, located in LPNNRD.   The well G-064422 is located in the NW S23-
18N-8E, Dodge County, located in LENRD also owned by Lee.  Keith Johnson 
wants to swing the pivot completely around on both tracts, as shown by the 
map.  LENRD has just completed its ranking process on variances for adding 
additional acres where the tract of land in LPNNRD qualified to be approved 
from the well located in LENRD.
Attached is LENRD ranking score and information on this tract.  LPNNRD 
would be required to accept the acre feet depletion for the Lower Platte Basin 
IMP.  The acre feet depletion is 7.14 AF.     
The committee directed staff to develop an agreement with LE to handle 
variances across district lines before proceeding.  The committee asked LPN 



staff to reevaluate the acres shown on the map and to utilize our variance 
scoring for comparison.  The agreement will include, but not limited to, in 
allowing neighboring NRD's scoring systems and which NRD would be 
accepting the acre feet depletion.  The staff started the conversation with LE 
staff.  

2.A.2. Well Permit Program

2.A.3. Well Permit Extension Request
An email was received on February 19, 2024 from Tyler Fredrick - UNL asking for a 6-
month extension on well permit LPN-023-1830.

The well permit and letter are attached. 

Hello Daryl,

Last year we had a supplemental well application approved but we weren’t able to get 
the project done. See attached approval letter. Is it possible to get an extension for 
the permit? Hoping to get this project completed this season. Thanks!

Tyler
  
  

2.A.4. Doug Bartek Well Permit
Doug Bartek wants to drill a separate well in the SE SE S13-15N-7E, Saunders 
County.  It is currently being supplied by an existing well that Doug might not 
be able to use in the future.  

Attachments.
2.A.5. Lake Allure Well Permit

Lezlie Thomas has applied for an industrial well permit for Lake 
Allure.  Information is attached but NRD staff does not have enough 
information to approve the permit.  NRD staff's concern is well spacing, purpose 
and total gallons for the year.  
This agenda item was shown to the committee and will be evaluated when the 
necessary information is received. 

Attachments
2.A.6. Galen Juranek Well Permits

Galen Juranek wants to add supplemental wells to his existing irrigation 
systems.  Galen explained to the committee how he was planning on utilizing 
the wells in series with all the existing wells.  The majority of the wells pump 
about 75–100 gallons per minute and are only used when the pivot is unable to 
keep enough pressure for the nozzles.   

Attachments
2.A.7. Cost Share Programs



2.A.7.a. Flow Meter Maintenance Program
Tri City is currently doing meter maintenance in LPN.

2.A.8. LPNNRD Operator Certification
Last class on March 14 at ENREC starts at 6:30 pm.

3. GROUND WATER PROGRAMS

3.A. DECOMMISSIONED WELL PROGRAM

3.A.1. Well Estimates

3 new wells have been reviewed and approved for decommissioning since the 
last Committee meeting. Two are part of Shell Creek.

 
3.A.2. Plugged Wells

# wells have been plugged, reviewed, and ready for cost share payment approval 
this month.

 
3.B. LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD GROUND WATER STUDIES

3.B.1. Phase Area Update
A meeting was held in Schuyler on February 22 discussing a potential Phase 
Four area within the Schuyler - Richland Phase Three Area.  Discussion from 
producers were on flow meters, soil sampling and water use.  

 Well Owner Type of Well Cost Share Estimate County 

 Lisa Meister Irrigation $1288.29 Butler  

 Carol 
Goering 
(Shell Creek)

Domestic $358.72 Platte 

 Roger 
Gehring 
(Shell Creek)

Stock $337.39  Platte

 Well Owner Type of Well Cost Share Estimate County 

    

    

    



Information from Jenna of NRCS
So far, I have 5 EQIP apps in the SWP area.

Erin Peterson (Pivot)
Daniel Wachal (Pivot)
Bohac Enterprises Inc (SDI)
Matt Bailey (SDI)
Lanny Schmid (Cover Crops)

The NRD has received 2 flow meter applications 
Jerel D Engel - $1,000
Keith Novak - $1,000

Attached is a flow meter cost-share application.  It says a $1,000 share if installed by 
April 1.  I am suggesting that a producer should get $1,000 if the application is 
received by April 1, 2024.  If the NRD moves forward with Phase 4, the Committee/ 
Board could revisit the dollar amount for the flow meter cost share.  

 
4. SURFACE WATER PROGRAMS

5. OTHER

5.A. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC



































E1808

Lower Platte North
NRD
64.92 Acres**

Lower Elkhorn NRD
Certified - 65.32
Acres

Lower Platte North NRD
22-18-8E

Lower Elkhorn NRD
23-18-8E

Section 22 & 23 - Township 18 North - Range 8 East -
Dodge County - 2022 Aerial Imagery

**Acres measured based on approximated pivot circle radius

































LOWERPLATTE NORTH
Noturql Resources District

PO Box 126 51I Commerciol Pork Rood Wohoo, NE 68066
Phone 4024434675 Fax 402.443.5339

lpnnrd@lpnnrd.org www.lpnnrd org

February 14,2023

LPN-023-1830

University of Nebraska,

This letter is to inform you that the Lower Platte North NRD has approved your application for a

supplemental inigation well to be drilled in the NE % of the SW % of 518-TI4N-R9E in

Saunders County. This well will irrigate 161 acres which was previously irrigated by well G-

087929. This well permit is approved with the following conditions:

1. A Lower Platte North NRD approved flow meter must be installed on the well (or at
the confluence of the wells in a series) following manufacturer's recommendations.

2. Total annual water use pumped by the well will be reported to the Lower Platte North

NRD on District approved forms by December l5tl' of each following year.

3. Landowner must have the correct number of irrigated acres listed with both the County

Assessor and the Nebraska Departrnent of Natural Resources.

4. Well rnust be drilled within one year of approval.

5. Well must be registered within 60 days of drilling'

If you.have questions regarding this well pennit, please contact the Lower Platte North NRD.

(402) 443-4675 M-F 8-4:30

Sincerely,

Du/ fi^/tir,---
Daryl Andersen
Water Resources Manager

protecting propertyprotecting lives

a)t,

protecting the future



APPLICATION,FOR A PERMIT TO CONSTRUCT A WATER WELL
IN THE LOIYER PLATTE NORTH NATURAL RESOT]RCES DISTRICT

ALL APPLICANTS SEEKING A WATER WELL PERMIT MT]ST COMPLETE PAGES I AND 2, AND TIIE APPROPRIATE SECTION
BASED ON THE PURPOSE OFTHE WELL, (CLASS I -4 WELL PERMIT)

WATE,R WELL PERMITS FOR IRRIGATED ACRES GREATER THAN 160 ACRES IN SIZE OR TOTAL ANNUAL WATER USE
BETWEEN I5() AND 3OO ACRE FEET PER YEAR MUST COMPLETE PAGES 1, 2, AND 3, AND THE APPROPRIATE SECTION
BASED ON THE PTJRPOSE OF THE WELL. (CLASS 3 WELL PERMIT)

WATER WELL PERMITS FOR TOTAL ANNUAL WATER TJSE EQTJAL TO OR GREATER THAN 3OO ACRE FEET PER YEAR,

REGARDLESS OF NUMBER OF IRRICAI'ION ACRES, MUST COMPLETE PAGBS I,2, AND 4, AND THE APPROPRIATE
SECTION BASED ON THE PURPOSE OF THE WELI,. (CLASS 4 WELL PERMIT)

1. NAME AND ADDRESS OF LAND OWNER:
University of Nebraska

1071 County Rd G

Ithica, NE 68033

Phone: 402-624-8000

NAME AND ADDRESS OF Qp!f!:
Tyler Frederick, Assistant Farm Manager

1071 County Rd G

Ithica, NE 68033

Phone. 402-624-8021

DNR &NRD
430 o*"Approved/Denied 2, FRp R.pr.r.ntative

2. PURPOSE OF NEW WATER WELL (indicate one):
x Irrigation (Complete section A)
_ Livestock (Complete section C)

_ Industrial (Complete section E)

_ Recovery or Remediation (Complete section G)

Other (specify)

_ Dewatering (Over 30 days, Complete section B)

_ Domestic (lrr. on one acre or larger, Complete section D)

_ Public Water Supply (Complete section F)

(Complete section H)

3. IDENTIFY LOCATION OF PROPOSED WELL:
A. Saunders County, NE Yo ofthe SW % of

Section 18 , Township 1a North, Range e

4pw.tt. t.ircle one;

B. The box at the right represents one square mile, (section).
Indicate with an "X", the proposed location of the well.
Outline the proposed water use area. If the water is to be

used outside the above written legal description, give legal
description ofwater use area,

_'A of the _ % of Section __,
Township North, Range _ East/West.

C. The well will be located feet from the
North/South section lin", und *ill b.: feet from
the EasVWest section line. Or enter Lat. lLong.
Latitude Degree 41 Minute 10 Second 54.606

Longitude Degree s6 Minute 27 Second 18.36

N
N

I

o
E t-

,l
EI
sl el

lsl
1320' r,*r' I

5280'

NWNW NENW NWNE NENE

SWNW

/

dNw

\

SENE

1
(SW NESW

x
-*'J NESE

sws( SESW SWSI SESE

4. REPLACEMENTANDABANDONED WELL
A. Is this a replacement well? _ Yes, x No

INFORMATION:
Ifyes, fill out the rest ofthis section.

B, Registration number of well to be replaced:
C. Well to be replaced was last operated (rnonth/year):
D. Replacement well is feet from original well.
E. Decommissioning of Original we!l on (month/daylyear):
F. If water use is for irrigation, list the number of acres watered by the original well: I 6l, \1
G. If water use is for irrigation, will replacement well, water the same tract of land as the decommissioned well?

_ Yes, _ No: If No, list the number of additional acres

_/^ of Section _, Township _ North, Range _
and legal description _% of the

East/West. (circle one)

. A replacemcnt water well must deliver \ryater to ths sanre tract of land as the original \.vater we ll, purrp from a

comparable aquifer, and yield approximately the same gallons per minute and total annual water use as the original
water well.



















LPN-024-1874

G-056040

G-091954
G-012356

G-127062

13

24

18

19

17

20

Township 15 North, Range 7 East, Section 13

Sections

Registered Wells (LPN
Data)

Well permit location

1000 ft Buffer

Registered Well 600 ft
Buffer

0 0.4 0.80.2
Miles

The estimated location of the permitted well has been plotted above. Registered wells in the vicinity of the permitted
well have also been plotted. Areas within the buffer polygons are subject to spacing protection. If the well will be drilled
in an alternate location than what is shown on the map, please contact LPNNRD so staff can reassess Nebraska
regulatory spacing requirements.

2/23/24
2022 Aerial Photo
Data: LPNNRD, NeDNR, FSA
Projection: NAD 1983 StatePlane Nebraska FIPS 2600 (US Feet)

±



G-127062

G-091954

G-083975

G-056040

G-012356

LPN-024-1874

13-15N-07E Saunders County

Well permit location

DNR Registered Wells

Registered Well DNR
(600 ft)

0 1,000 2,000500
Feet

The estimated location of the permitted well has been plotted above. Registered wells in the vicinity of the permitted
well have also been plotted. Areas within the buffer polygons are subject to spacing protection. If the well will be drilled
in an alternate location than what is shown on the map, please contact LPNNRD so staff can reassess Nebraska
regulatory spacing requirements.

2/27/24
2022 Aerial Photo
Data: LPNNRD, NeDNR, FSA
Projection: NAD 1983 StatePlane Nebraska FIPS 2600 (US Feet)

±











G-199193

G-169713

G-163993

G-163621

G-116480

G-097057

LPN-024-1875

LPN-013-1454

07-13N-10E Saunders County

Well permit location

DNR Registered Wells

Registered Well DNR
(600 ft)

0 650 1,300325
Feet

The estimated location of the permitted well has been plotted above. Registered wells in the vicinity of the permitted
well have also been plotted. Areas within the buffer polygons are subject to spacing protection. If the well will be drilled
in an alternate location than what is shown on the map, please contact LPNNRD so staff can reassess Nebraska
regulatory spacing requirements.

2/27/24
2022 Aerial Photo
Data: LPNNRD, NeDNR, FSA
Projection: NAD 1983 StatePlane Nebraska FIPS 2600 (US Feet)

±

DRAFT MAP. ADDITIONAL WELL PERMIT INFORMATION PENDING.



























G-143324G-113285

G-101237
G-058869

G-046209

G-019975

LPN-024-1876

32
31

33

2930 28

32-17N-04E Butler County

Sections

Well permit location

DNR Registered Wells

Registered Well DNR
(600 ft)

0 1,000 2,000500
Feet

The estimated location of the permitted well has been plotted above. Registered wells in the vicinity of the permitted
well have also been plotted. Areas within the buffer polygons are subject to spacing protection. If the well will be drilled
in an alternate location than what is shown on the map, please contact LPNNRD so staff can reassess Nebraska
regulatory spacing requirements.

2/27/24
2022 Aerial Photo
Data: LPNNRD, NeDNR, FSA
Projection: NAD 1983 StatePlane Nebraska FIPS 2600 (US Feet)

±



G-197328

G-177331

G-177330 G-168731

G-168730G-168729

G-168048

G-155172

G-153447

G-148169G-148168
G-148167

G-148165
G-148164

G-148163

G-148153
G-148152

G-148150G-148149
G-148197

G-148145

G-148406

G-147814

LPN-024-1877ABCD

5

8

4

9

05-16N-03E Butler County

Sections

Well permit location

DNR Registered Wells

0 1,000 2,000500
Feet

The estimated location of the permitted well has been plotted above. Registered wells in the vicinity of the permitted
well have also been plotted. Areas within the buffer polygons are subject to spacing protection. If the well will be drilled
in an alternate location than what is shown on the map, please contact LPNNRD so staff can reassess Nebraska
regulatory spacing requirements.

2/27/24
2022 Aerial Photo
Data: LPNNRD, NeDNR, FSA
Projection: NAD 1983 StatePlane Nebraska FIPS 2600 (US Feet)

±



G-158794

G-158725
G-158724

G-009800

G-135598
G-135599

G-089262
G-076285

G-076281

G-076280

G-075945

G-075944

G-055739

G-055512G-055511G-009801

LPN-024-1878

6
1

3136

06-16N-04E Butler County

Sections

Well permit location

DNR Registered Wells

Registered Well DNR
(600 ft)

0 1,000 2,000500
Feet

The estimated location of the permitted well has been plotted above. Registered wells in the vicinity of the permitted
well have also been plotted. Areas within the buffer polygons are subject to spacing protection. If the well will be drilled
in an alternate location than what is shown on the map, please contact LPNNRD so staff can reassess Nebraska
regulatory spacing requirements.

2/27/24
2022 Aerial Photo
Data: LPNNRD, NeDNR, FSA
Projection: NAD 1983 StatePlane Nebraska FIPS 2600 (US Feet)

±



Class Date Location Re-certs New Totals
1 1/16/2024 Fremont 5 0 5
2 2/1/2024 ENREEC 34 6 40
3 2/8/2024 Lindsay 19 1 20
4 2/16/2024 Columbus 33 5 38
5 2/22/2024 David City 19 3 22
6 3/14/2024 ENREEC

Totals 110 15 125

10 5 15Online certification since 1/1/2024
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 Lower Platte North WSF Best Management Grant in Nitrogen Management Area 

 

 

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District 

 

Schuyler – Richland Nitrogen Management Area  

Water Flow Meter Cost Share Program   
  

Instructions:  The Lower Platte North NRD (LPNNRD) is offering a cost share program on water flow meters, 

which are properly installed within the Schuyler-Richland Nitrogen Management Area.  Please fill out the 

requested information on the back side of this form and submit it with your water flow meter receipt to the Lower 

Platte North NRD / PO Box-126 / Wahoo Nebraska / 68066.  The LPNNRD will use a fixed amount for cost-share 

reimbursement based on the irrigation pipe diameter used with the flow meter.  These amounts are given 

below:  Please note the dates:  
 

Flow Meter for  

Pipe Diameter  

Amount of cost share 

provided by LPNNRD  

if installed by  

April 1, 2024. 

Amount of cost share 

provided by LPNNRD if 

installed between April 1 

– December 31. 2024  

Amount of cost share 

provided by LPNNRD if 

installed after January 1. 

2025  

6 inches  $1000 $800  NONE  

8 inches  $1000  $800  NONE  

10 inches  $1200  $1000  NONE  
  

 

Generally, only one flow meter per irrigation system will be eligible for cost share funding.  If you have 

multiple fields, please fill out a separate cost share sheet for each flow meter purchased and installed.  Do 

not purchase any water flow meters until applications are reviewed by LPNNRD. Applications will be 

reviewed each month and approved or denied at the following LPNNRD Board meeting. A current 

Nitrogen Certification card is required to be eligible for LPNNRD cost share. Also please fill out one 

Citizen Attestation form and one W-9 form (which are included in this packet) and submit these with your 

cost share application sheets and flow meter receipts to the LPNNRD.  

 

Cost share applies to the water flow meter alone.  Installation cost and any additional equipment such as 

straightening vanes, flow stabilizers, etc. are the total cost of the producer or landowner. Flow meters are 

to be from the LPNNRD Approved Flow Meter List and meet other requirements as outlined on this 

document, such as installed to manufacturer’s recommendations, etc. (see attached).  Flow meter readings 

are to be taken at the end of the irrigation season and reported to the Lower Platte North NRD by 

December 15th of each year.  Failure to properly install the flow meter or failure to report these readings 

could result in denial of cost share assistance.  

 

The LPNNRD will inspect each flow meter installation to make sure it has been properly installed and it 

matches the description on the cost share application.  Incomplete applications maybe denied or delayed 

until the required information has been submitted and other requirements have been met.  

 

Applications will be accepted starting January 1, 2023, with final deadline September 1, 2024.  If 

funds should become limited, cost share will be awarded on a ‘first come – first serve’ basis with 

priority awarded to meters purchased between January 1, 2023 to April 1, 2024.  Time extensions 

and other considerations will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by the LPNNRD.  
 



 Lower Platte North WSF Best Management Grant in Nitrogen Management Area 

Schuyler – Richland Nitrogen Management Area  
Water Flow Meter Cost Share Application for the Lower Platte North NRD  
  

Landowner Information  

  

Name ________________________________________________________________________________  

  

Address / Town / Zip code:_______________________________________________________________  

  

Phone Number _________________________________________________________________________  

  

Flow Meter Information (to be determined after installation) 

  

Company name where you purchased the flow meter ____________________________________________  

  

Total amount you paid for the flow meter ___________________________________________________  

  

Date you purchased the flow meter ________________________________________________________  

  

Date flow meter installed ________________________________________________________________  

  

Manufacturer of Flow Meter ______________________________________________________________  

  

Serial Number of Flow Meter _____________________________________________________________  

  

Legal Description of where Flow Meter is installed:  Quarter __________      Quarter _____________   

Section _____________  Township _____________  Range ________  E or W (circle one) Acres                

County ____________________________ Well Registration Number _______________________  

  

Pipe Diameter in Inches (circle one):    6-inch,  8-inch,  10-inch,   

  

Flow Meter installed near (circle one):    Well  Pivot Point Other ______________________  

  

Signature required: I attest that I have read and understand the instructions given and that the above information 

is accurate for this flow meter cost share application.  Landowner signature is required if you do not own the well.  

  

Your Signature: _________________________________________________________________________  

  

Landowner Signature: ____________________________________________________________________  

  

Submit the Following:  

One W-9 Form / One Citizen Attestation Form / One Cost-Share Application Form (with Receipt) for each flow 

meter purchased and installed.  

  

If Approved:  

LPNNRD will distribute funds after inspections and all necessary documents are submitted.  

   
For Use by LPNNRD   ID# ______________  Nitrogen Certification #:                       Date: _____________  

  

Date Received    Date Reviewed by Water Committee    
All Forms submitted    Date Approved by NRD Board    
Date Inspected    Amount Approved    

 


	Agenda
	1. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	2. REGULATORY
	2.A. GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT AREA
	2.A.1. Variance Request in the Hydrologically Connected Area (Limited Development Area)
	DOC022124-02212024083354
	DOC022124-02212024083431
	DOC022124-02212024083530
	LE_LPN_agreement_DRAFT

	2.A.2. Well Permit Program
	2.A.3. Well Permit Extension Request
	LPN-023-1830
	Supplemental Well Approval LPNNRD 02_15_2023

	2.A.4. Doug Bartek Well Permit
	LPN-024-1874
	LPN-024-1874-map

	2.A.5. Lake Allure Well Permit
	LPN-024-1875
	LPN-024-1875-lake-allure-draft-map

	2.A.6. Galen Juranek Well Permits
	Juranek Updated Maps
	3 Juranek Permits Originals
	LPN-024-1876-map
	LPN-024-1877-map
	LPN-024-1878-map

	2.A.7. Cost Share Programs
	2.A.7.a. Flow Meter Maintenance Program

	2.A.8. LPNNRD Operator Certification
	Classes summary



	3. GROUND WATER PROGRAMS
	3.A. DECOMMISSIONED WELL PROGRAM
	3.A.1. Well Estimates
	3.A.2. Plugged Wells

	3.B. LOWER PLATTE NORTH NRD GROUND WATER STUDIES
	3.B.1. Phase Area Update
	Flow Meter Cost Share Application Sheet_12122



	4. SURFACE WATER PROGRAMS
	5. OTHER
	5.A. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC


