Independent School District #146
Regular School Board Meeting
7:00 PM on December 18, 2023

Barnesville High School
302 3rd Street South
Barnesville, MN 56514

1. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair Bredman at 7:00 PM

2. Roll Call

Board Members present: Dion Bredman, Marla Field, Ryan Lindbom, Crystal Henderson, Jacob Thompson,
Andy Maier and David Herbranson

Guests present: Erin Ellingson, Ley Bouchard, Bryan Strand, Todd Henrickson, Aaron Schindler, Roger
Minch, Jodi Samuelson and Brooke Fradet.

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4. Approval of Agenda

5. Approval of Minutes 2



Barnesville High School
302 3rd Street South
Barnesville, MN 56514

Regular School Board Meeting
Monday, November 20, 2023 7:00 PM Central

1. Call to Order
Chair Dion Bredman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
2. Roll Call
Board Members present: Dave Herbranson, Andy Maier, Dion Bredman, Marla Field, Ryan
Lindbom and Superintendent Ellerbusch. Members absent: Crystal Henderson and Jacob
Thompson
Guest present: Todd Henrickson, Bryan Strand, Aaron Schindler, Erin Ellingson, Mitch
Lamphere, Ley Bouchard, Kelsey and Mya Haspel, Jodi Samuelson and Brooke Fradet
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of Agenda
Vote to approve the agenda as presented/amended. This motion, made by David Herbranson and
seconded by Marla Field, Passed.
5. Approval of Minutes
Vote to approve the minutes of the regular school board meeting on October 16, 2023 as
presented/amended. This motion, made by Marla Field and seconded by Ryan Lindbom, Passed.
6. Claims, Accounts and Financial
Vote to approve claims, wires and all other financial reports as presented. This motion, made by
Andrew Maier and seconded by Marla Field, Passed.
7. Appreciation, Recognition and Presentations
7.A. Mya Haspel is Essay Contest Winner at State Level Class Il (Grades 5 & 6) - "How can
we support families who care for their veterans?"
7.B. World's Best Workforce
Presented by Superintendent Ellerbusch
8. Recognition of Citizens for Input Purposes
Mr. Landsphere addressed the board with questions on books in our library.
9. Reports/News
9.A. High School Principal's Report
9.B. Elementary Principal's Report
9.C. Director of Student Activities and Community Education Coordinator's Report
9.D. Superintendent's Report
9.E. Board Committee Reports
10. Removal of Consent Items for Discussion
11. Approval of Consent Items
Vote to approve the consent agenda items as presented/amended 11.A.1-11.A.7,11.B.1 - 11.B.5.
This motion, made by Ryan Lindbom and seconded by Andrew Maier, Passed.
11.A. Personnel
11.A.1) Erin Ellingson's Resignation as Driver's Education Instructor
11.A.2) Troy Olson as Driver's Education Instructor
11.A.3) Ger Xiong as Kids Club Adult Worker
11.A.4) Kathryn Nelson as Kids Club Adult Worker
11.A.5) Jacob Grosz as 7th Grade Boys Basketball Coach
11.A.6) Justin Haugen as 9th Grade Boys Basketball Coach



11.A.7) FMLA Request from Chris Messer
11.B. Donations
11.B.1) Used Trombone Donation from Carrie Berndt for Music Department
11.B.2) $1,000.00 Donation from Clay Wilkin Corn Growers for FFA Auxiliary
11.B.3) $525.00 Donation from Minnesota State Cattlemen's Association for FFA
Auxiliary
11.B.4) $625.00 Donation from Barnesville Booster Club for Football Team District
Champion T-shirts
11.B.5) $9.62 Donation from The Blackbaud Giving Fund for Barnesville Elementary
12. New Business
12.A. Early Learning Program Spring Carnival
Vote to approve a proposal from the ECFE Advisory Council for an early learning program
Spring Carnival, aimed at raising funds for midday busing for preschoolers. This motion,
made by Ryan Lindbom and seconded by David Herbranson, Passed.
12.B. Items for Remaining VVoter Approved Authority
Vote to approve presented list of items using dollars made available by remaining voter
approved authority. This motion, made by Andrew Maier and seconded by Ryan Lindbom,
Passed.
12.C. Project Application and Project Certification for Payment (Draw 39)
Vote to approve the Project Application and Project Certification for Payment (Draw 39). This
motion, made by David Herbranson and seconded by Marla Field, Passed.
13. First Reading of Policies
14. Second Reading of Policies
15. Approval of Policies
Motion to approve policies as presented. This motion, made by Ryan Lindbom and seconded by
Marla Field, Passed.
16. Discussion/Information
17. Enrollment Update
18. Dates to Remember
18.A. Regular School Board Meeting
18.A.1) Monday, December 18, 2023, 7:00 PM
18.B. Truth in Taxation Hearing
18.B.1) Monday, December 18, 2023, 7:15 PM
19. Adjournment
Vote to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 PM. This motion, made by Ryan Lindbom and seconded by
Andrew Maier, Passed.



6. Claims, Accounts and Financial



TREASURER'S REPORT

2023-24 2022-23
Book Balance 11/1/23 $742,824.51 $634,194.13
Receipts
11/1/2023 500,591.56
11/2/2023 415.51
11/3/2023 1,486.96
11/6/2023 99,883.09
11/7/2023 234,156.71
11/8/2023 1,106.99
11/9/2023 532.25
11/10/2023 496.36
11/13/2023 198.80
11/14/2023 5,251.97
11/15/2023 588.99
11/16/2023 630.20
11/17/2023 454.66
11/20/2023 4,933.74
11/21/2023 100,678.86
11/22/2023 10,117.18
11/24/2023 1,465.31
11/27/2023 3,240.77
11/28/2023 81,290.32
11/29/2023 4,127.59
11/30/2023 1,420.62
Net in Transit 352.00 $1,053,420.44 $940,461.02
$1,796,244.95 $1,574,655.15
Disbursements $1,363,459.85 $1,334,024.10
Book Balance 11/30/2023 $432,785.10 $240,631.05
Student Activities $183,125.99 $201,023.06
MSDLAF Investments $4,009,348.82 $3,461,190.54
Bond 2019 Investments $0.00 $515,558.53
Bond 2023 Investment $1,499,335.25 $0.00
Midwest Money Market $652,130.56 $935,110.72
Actual Balance $6,776,725.72 $5,353,513.90
BEGINNING
FUND BALANCE RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS BALANCE BALANCE
General $3,929,088.32 $920,576.80 $1,533,623.12 $3,316,042.00 $2,964,387.49 ~
Student Activities $165,148.20 $37,646.33 $19,668.54 $183,125.99 $201,023.06
Food Service $119,477.30 $110,601.22 $65,008.90 $165,069.62 $251,853.35
Community Service ($42,275.99) $30,227.26 $31,796.26 ($43,844.99) ($82,846.58)
Building Construction $1,669,074.64 $9,913.89 $178,153.28 $1,500,835.25 $515,558.53
Debt Service $1,353,657.15 $301,840.70 $0.00 $1,655,497.85 $1,503,538.05
Total $7,194,169.62 $1,410,806.20 $1,828,250.10 $6,776,725.72 $5,353,513.90

* General Fund balance includes $1,667,880 of restricted/committed funds.

A General Fund balance includes $1,515,263 of restricted/committed fundg.



Minnesota School District Liquid Asset Fund Plus

Max Account
Liquid Account
2023 Bond Proceeds

Certificate of Deposit

Investment
Date Institution
6/26/2023 Global Bank, NY
7/17/2023 Financial Federal Savings Bank, TN
8/2/2023 Fieldpoint Private Bank & Trust, CT
4/4/2023 First Internet Bank of Indiana, IN

Total Minnesota School District Liquid Asset Fund Plus

November 2023

Maturity Date
6/25/2024
7/16/2024

8/1/2024
4/3/2024

Rate
5.55%
5.70%
5.75%
5.59%

Investment
Amount
$236,000.00
$150,000.00
$100,000.00
$236,000.00

Value at

Maturity
$249,098.00
$158,550.00
$105,750.00
$249,192.40

$3,164,839.93

$122,508.89

$1,499,335.25

$722,000.00

$5,508,684.07



00000

idwestBank MIDWEST BANK

P.0. Box 703 Banking your way.
Detroit Lakes, MN 56502

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Contact Us "
218-847-4771

Independent School Dist 146 www.midwestbank.net

PO Box 189
Account

Barnesville, MN 56514 Independent Schoot Dist 146

Date
11/30/2023

Page
o _ - - - - 1of2

IntraFi Cash Services™, or ICS®, Monthly Statement

The following information is a summary of activity in your account(s) for the month of November 2023 and the list of FDIC-insured institution(s)
that hold your deposits as of the date indicated. These deposits have been placed by us, as your agent and custodian, in deposit accounts
through IntraFi Cash Service. Funds in your deposit accounts at the FDIC-insured institutions at which your funds have been placed will be
“deposits,” as defined by federal law.

If you have any questions regarding your ICS statement, please contact your local Midwest Bank office.

Summary of Accounts

Account ID Deposit Option Interest Rate Opening Balance Ending Balance
ek dodkk ke *GA8 Savings 2.28% $98,687.89 $0.00
TOTAL $98,687.89 $0.00

7 Member

CONTAINS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION IntraFi and ICS are registered service marks, and IntraFi Cash Servico is a service mark, of IntraFi Network LLC.



Date
11/30/2023

Page
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DETAILED ACCOUNT OVERVIEW
Account ID: *hhkEk ki k%648
Account Title:  Independent School Dist 146

Account Summary - Savings

Statement Period 11/1-11/30/2023  Average Daily Balance $65,791.93
Previous Period Ending Balance $98,687.89 Interest Rate at End of Statement Period 2.28%
Total Program Deposits 0.00 Statement Period Yield 2.31%
Total Program Withdrawals o (98,811.25) YTD Interest Paid o 4,912.05
Interest Capitalized ' 123.36 B

Current Period Ending Balance $0.00

Account Transaction Detail

Date Activity Type Amount Balance

11/21/2023 ___ Interest Capitalization e $123.36 e %08,811.25

11/21/2023 Liquidation (98,811.25) 0.00

Summary of Balances as of November 30, 2023

FDICnsured Institution ... City/state FDIC Cert No. . ... BallANCE
8 Member

CONTAINS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION IntraFi and ICS are registered service marks, and IntraFi Cash Service is a service mark, of IntraFi Network LLC.
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Barnesville Public Schools #146

Page 1 of 3

Revenue Guideline by Source 1‘2‘/_12{2223
Period Ending November 30, 2023 o
Sequence: Fd, O/S

B24 % YTD Remaining

Description Annual Budget Period 202405 Year To Date % YTD Encumbrances + Enc Balance

01 General Fund

001 Levies (1,200,930.00) (141,682.43) (220,237.93) 18% 0.00 18% (980,692.07)
004 Tax Increment Finance Revenue (10,850.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (10,850.00)
010 County Apport (23,260.00) (939.35) (998.68) 4% 0.00 4% (22,261.32)
019 Misc Local (20,810.00) (8,725.83) (8,725.83) 42% 0.00 42% (12,084.17)
021 Revenue from MN Dist (123,100.00) 0.00 (549.05) 0% 0.00 0% (122,550.95)
050 Fees from Patrons (54,900.00) (2,520.00) (20,300.00) 37% 0.00 37% (34,600.00)
060 Student Activity (114,300.00) (5,642.63) (52,710.13) 46% 0.00 46% (61,589.87)
061 Entry Fee (9,500.00) (375.00) (1,600.00) 17% 0.00 17% (7,900.00)
071  Med Assist Fr Dept of HS (75,000.00) (18,871.95) (31,387.16) 42% 0.00 42% (43,612.84)
092 Interest (96,000.00) (14,490.90) (75,495.32) 79% 0.00 79% (20,504.68)
093 Rent Facilities (10,000.00) (70.00) (235.00) 2% 0.00 2% (9,765.00)
096 Gifts/Bequests (29,000.00) (9.62) (1,179.62) 4% 0.00 4% (27,820.38)
099 Misc Revene (25,880.00) (3,566.19) (9,649.51) 37% 0.00 37% (16,230.49)
201 Endowment Fund Appr (41,100.00) 0.00 (26,301.88) 64% 0.00 64% (14,798.12)
211 Foundation Aid (7,919,210.00) (228,156.94) (1,738,706.76) 22% 0.00 22% (6,180,503.24)
212  Literacy Incentive Aid (63,420.00) 0.00 3,804.90  (6%) 0.00  (6%) (67,224.90)
213 Shared Time 0.00 0.00 (8,029.71) 0% 0.00 0% 8,029.71
227 Abatement (1,430.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (1,430.00)
229 Disparity Reduction (50.00) 0.00 4.85 (10%) 0.00 (10%) (54.85)
234 Hmstd/Ag Market Value Credit (5,820.00) 0.00 582.13 (10%) 0.00 (10%) (6,402.13)
317 LTFM State Aid (67,900.00) 0.00 4,073.85 (6%) 0.00 (6%) (71,973.85)
360 Spec Ed General (1,106,260.00) 0.00 (100,814.45) 9% 0.00 9% (1,005,445.55)
369 Rev-Other State Agen 0.00 (40,780.49) (40,780.49) 0% 0.00 0% 40,780.49
370 Misc Rev fm MDE (40,000.00) 0.00 (87,827.04) 220% 0.00 220% 47,827.04
400 Federal Funds and Grants (222,210.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (222,210.00)
401 Federal Funds & Grants (52,650.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (52,650.00)
405 Fed.thru Fiscal Agnt 0.00 (500.00) (3,756.00) 0% 0.00 0% 3,756.00
619 COM Rev Producing Act (Contra) 45,000.90 1,887.22 15,633.58 35% 0.00 35% 29,366.42
620 Sale Mat-Rev Producing Act (90,000.00) (403.25) (22,873.75) 25% 0.00 25% (67,126.25)
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Barnesville Public Schools #146

Page 2 of 3

Revenue Guideline by Source 1‘2‘/_12{2223
Period Ending November 30, 2023 o
Sequence: Fd, O/S

B24 % YTD Remaining
Description Annual Budget Period 202405 Year To Date % YTD Encumbrances + Enc Balance

01 General Fund
621 Sale Mat-Resale Mat (10,350.00) (38.18) (1,122.45) 1% 0.00 1% (9,227.55)
624 Sale of Equipment (5,000.00) 0.00 (770.00) 15% 0.00 15% (4,230.00)
625 Insurance Recovery (5,000.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (5,000.00)
01 General Fund (11,378,930.00) (464,885.54) (2,429,951.45) 21% 0.00 21% (8,948,978.55)

02 Food Service
092 Interest (1,000.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (1,000.00)
099 Misc Revene (1,300.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (1,300.00)
300 State & Grants (406,500.00) (50,460.31) (95,994.65) 24% 0.00 24% (310,505.35)
369 Rev-Other State Agen 0.00 0.00 (22,317.00) 0% 0.00 0% 22,317.00
400 Federal Funds and Grants (6,000.00) 0.00 (2,080.93) 35% 0.00 35% (3,919.07)
471 School Lunch Fed (100,000.00) (33,938.68) (40,212.28) 40% 0.00 40% (59,787.72)
472 Free & Reduced Meals (70,000.00) (12,606.50) (24,987.90) 36% 0.00 36% (45,012.10)
473 Commodity Cash Program (200.00) (229.50) (443.08) 222% 0.00 222% 243.08
474 Commodities (35,000.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (35,000.00)
476 Breakfast Revenue (25,000.00) (4,305.88) (8,217.42) 33% 0.00 33% (16,782.58)
477 Cash In Lieu Commod (170.00) 0.00 (207.09) 122% 0.00 122% 37.09
601 Type A Pupil (65,000.00) (4,223.35) (43,165.84) 66% 0.00 66% (21,834.16)
606 Type A Adult (3,530.00) (567.00) (1,685.70) 48% 0.00 48% (1,844.30)
02 Food Service (713,700.00) (106,331.22) (239,311.89) 34% 0.00 34% (474,388.11)

04 Community Service

001 Levies (58,730.00) (7,130.34) (12,157.41) 21% 0.00 21% (46,572.59)
019 Misc Local (50.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (50.00)
021  Revenue from MN Dist (14,000.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (14,000.00)
050 Fees from Patrons (327,500.00) (21,693.00) (148,123.00) 45% 0.00 45% (179,377.00)
092 Interest (180.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (180.00)
096 Gifts/Bequests (25,000.00) 0.00 (600.00) 2% 0.00 2% (24,400.00)
227 Abatement (10.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (10.00)
229 Disparity Reduction (130.000 0.00 0.63 (0%) 0.00 (0%) (130.63)
234 Hmstd/Ag Market Value Credit (1,570.00) 0.00 75.35 (5%) 0.00 (5%) (1,645.35)
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Barnesville Public Schools #146

Page 3 of 3

A 12/12/2023
Revenue Guideline by Source 14:46:32
Period Ending November 30, 2023
Sequence: Fd, O/S
B24 % YTD Remaining
Description Annual Budget Period 202405 Year To Date % YTD Encumbrances + Enc Balance
04 Community Service
258 Wetland & Native (20.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (20.00)
300 State & Grants (78,730.00) 0.00 (26,852.70) 34% 0.00 34% (51,877.30)
301 Non-Public Aid (370.00) (768.64) (743.02) 201% 0.00 201% 373.02
04  Community Service (506,290.00) (29,591.98) (188,400.15)  37% 0.00 37% (317,889.85)
06 Building Construction
092 Interest (25,000.00) (13,942.89) (51,272.67) 205% 0.00 205% 26,272.67
06 Building Construction (25,000.00) (13,942.89) (51,272.67) 205% 0.00 205% 26,272.67
07 Debt Redemption
001 Levies (1,592,230.00) (159,989.55) (305,768.83) 19% 0.00 19% (1,286,461.17)
019 Misc Local (1,500.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (1,500.00)
092 Interest (500.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (500.00)
229 Disparity Reduction (200.00) (184.09) (897.73)  449% 0.00 449% 697.73
234 Hmstd/Ag Market Value Credit (27,300.00) (3,819.89) (16,372.86) 60% 0.00 60% (10,927.14)
258 Wetland & Native (682,590.00) (124,875.02) (556,116.16) 81% 0.00 81% (126,473.84)
317 LTFM State Aid (86,700.00) (12,969.67) (60,389.73) 70% 0.00 70% (26,310.27)
07 Debt Redemption (2,391,020.00) (301,838.22) (939,545.31) 39% 0.00 39% (1,451,474.69)
21 Student Activities Fund
099 Misc Revene (200,000.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (200,000.00)
21 Student Activities Fund (200,000.00) 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% (200,000.00)
Report Totals: (15,214,940.00) (916,589.85)  (3,848,481.47)  25% 0.00 25% (11,366,458.53)

11



r_gl_exprevgd

Barnesville Public Schools #146

Page 1 of 4

12/12/2023
Exp Summary - Fd, Pro 14:a4:34
Period Ending December 31, 2023
Sequence: Fd, Pro

B24 % YTD Remaining

Description Annual Budget Period 202406 Year To Date % YTD Encumbrances + Enc Balance

01 General Fund

010 Board-Education 50,350.00 0.00 17,563.56 35% 0.00 35% 32,786.44
020 Office/Supt 287,330.00 0.00 112,693.76 39% 0.00 39% 174,636.24
050 School Admin 495,560.00 0.00 190,203.44 38% 0.00 38% 305,356.56
105 General Adm. Support 7,760.00 0.00 3,191.30 1% 188.16 44% 4,380.54
108 Administrative Tech Services 15,000.00 0.00 4,178.64 28% 0.00 28% 10,821.36
110 Business Services 269,090.00 0.00 144,860.54 54% 13,687.46 59% 110,542.00
200 Class Size Reduction 24,330.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 24,330.00
201 Kindergarten 349,390.00 0.00 90,843.07 26% 1,223.20 26% 257,323.73
203 Elem Ed 226,640.00 0.00 116,362.47 51% 11,670.12 56% 98,607.41
204 First Grade 399,700.00 0.00 100,670.69 25% 391.41 25% 298,637.90
205 Second Grade 346,400.00 0.00 84,983.62 25% 212.12 25% 261,204.26
206 Third Grade 288,300.00 0.00 71,797.15 25% 81.75 25% 216,421.10
207 Fourth Grade 283,660.00 0.00 66,990.63 24% 49.05 24% 216,620.32
208 Fifth Grade 288,320.00 0.00 75,672.05 26% 11.49 26% 212,636.46
209 Sixth Grade 243,480.00 0.00 60,211.74 25% 0.00 25% 183,268.26
211 Secondary Ed-Gen 150,590.00 0.00 50,976.18 34% 11,764.47 42% 87,849.35
212  Art 148,960.00 0.00 36,469.42 24% 0.00 24% 112,490.58
213  Agriculture - Non Vocational 10,940.00 0.00 3,540.87 32% 996.22 41% 6,402.91
215 Business 800.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 800.00
216 Educ. Disadvantaged 96,400.00 0.00 25,402.83 26% 0.00 26% 70,997.17
217  Assurance of Mastery 0.00 0.00 9,552.80 0% 0.00 0% (9,552.80)
218 Gifted And Talented 8,600.00 0.00 1,868.76 22% 0.00 22% 6,731.24
220 English 232,380.00 0.00 68,041.01 29% 0.00 29% 164,338.99
230 Foreign Language 65,830.00 0.00 15,782.71 24% 0.00 24% 50,047.29
240 Health/Phys Ed 258,860.00 0.00 61,324.06 24% 100.00 24% 197,435.94
249 Dr Trg/behind Wheel 16,650.00 0.00 1,379.56 8% 0.00 8% 15,270.44
250 FACS 44,780.00 0.00 4,693.37 10% 0.00 10% 40,086.63
254  Barnezville Branderz 3,000.b8 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 3,000.00
255 Industrial Educ 111,900.00 0.00 34,530.16 31% 957.05 32% 76,412.79
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Barnesville Public Schools #146

Page 2 of 4

12/12/2023
Exp Summary - Fd, Pro 14:a4:34
Period Ending December 31, 2023
Sequence: Fd, Pro

B24 % YTD Remaining

Description Annual Budget Period 202406 Year To Date % YTD Encumbrances + Enc Balance

01 General Fund

256 Mathematics 290,100.00 0.00 74,144.83 26% 0.00 26% 215,955.17
258 Inst Music 68,530.00 0.00 15,275.27 22% 1,129.15 24% 52,125.58
259 Vocal Music 156,960.00 0.00 43,018.90 27% 50.00 27% 113,891.10
260 Science 310,610.00 0.00 74,776.07 24% 0.00 24% 235,833.93
261 Science - River Watch 3,800.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 3,800.00
270 Social-Scienc/Study 286,080.00 0.00 68,874.58 24% 0.00 24% 217,205.42
271  Remedial Reading/Lang Arts 109,220.00 0.00 41,203.64 38% 0.00 38% 68,016.36
277 Secondary Individualized Instr 31,560.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 31,560.00
288 Flow Thru/Sales 19,500.00 0.00 8,763.93 45% 1,074.82 50% 9,661.25
289  Flo Thru/Sales 23,800.00 0.00 11,150.27 47% 158.00 48% 12,491.73
292 Boys/Girls Athletic 58,060.00 0.00 19,105.41 33% 422.94 34% 38,531.65
294 Boys Athletics 172,970.00 0.00 65,094.59 38% 5,832.95 41% 102,042.46
295 Speech/Debate 2,400.00 0.00 0.00 0% 215.00 9% 2,185.00
296 Girls Athletics 128,990.00 0.00 52,459.48 41% 1,347.00 42% 75,183.52
298 Extra-Curricular 147,480.00 0.00 51,173.84 35% 2,105.95 36% 94,200.21
299 Concessions 46,710.00 0.00 11,285.00 24% 901.71 26% 34,523.29
301 Agriculture 55,210.00 0.00 21,497.06 39% 357.86 40% 33,355.08
331  Consumer Homemaking 44,030.00 0.00 4,693.33 1% 0.00 1% 39,336.67
341 Business and Office Education 103,410.00 0.00 24,586.18 24% 565.13 24% 78,258.69
400 General Special Education 300.00 0.00 337.00 112% 0.00 112% (37.00)
401 Speech/Lang.impaired 139,790.00 0.00 34,549.95 25% 277.50 25% 104,962.55
402 M.l.-Mild-Moderate 95,600.00 0.00 31,547.30 33% 0.00 33% 64,052.70
403 M.l.-Moderate-Severe 155,090.00 0.00 20,844.18 13% 0.00 13% 134,245.82
404 Physically Impaired 27,440.00 0.00 3,453.61 13% 0.00 13% 23,986.39
405 Deaf-Hard of Hearing 14,300.00 0.00 1,650.79 12% 0.00 12% 12,649.21
406 Visually Impaired 5,700.00 0.00 567.30 10% 0.00 10% 5,132.70
407 Spec Learning Disabl 212,000.00 0.00 52,632.22 25% 145.50 25% 159,222.28
408 Emot/Behavior Disord 117,170.08 0.00 42,149.79 36% 312.50 36% 74,707.71
410 Other Health Impair 254,110.00 0.00 57,213.68 23% 0.00 23% 196,896.32
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12/12/2023
Exp Summary - Fd, Pro 14:a4:34
Period Ending December 31, 2023
Sequence: Fd, Pro

B24 % YTD Remaining

Description Annual Budget Period 202406 Year To Date % YTD Encumbrances + Enc Balance

01 General Fund

411 Autistic 242,930.00 0.00 55,187.90 23% 221.84 23% 187,520.26
412 Develop Delayed 13,600.00 0.00 1,446.67 1% 0.00 1% 12,153.33
416  Multiple Handicap 58,870.00 0.00 7,242.07 12% 0.00 12% 51,627.93
420 Special Ed General 98,390.00 0.00 29,813.60 30% 890.00 31% 67,686.40
422  Early Intervening Services 159,790.00 0.00 31,724.26 20% 319.66 20% 127,746.08
430 Homebound 1,260.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 1,260.00
610 Curric. Consult/Development 0.00 0.00 3,724.56 0% 0.00 0% (3,724.56)
612 Technology 143,740.00 0.00 73,744.65 51% 3,325.00 54% 66,670.35
620 Educ.media/Library 79,840.00 0.00 19,863.11 25% 2,594.97 28% 57,381.92
625 Audio/Visual Dept. 280.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 280.00
630 Instruc-Related Technology 63,330.00 0.00 29,307.00 46% 0.00 46% 34,023.00
640 Staff Development 105,450.00 0.00 24,692.20 23% 120.00 24% 80,637.80
690 Other Inst Support 28,820.00 0.00 10,100.00 35% 0.00 35% 18,720.00
710 Counseling/Guidance 90,090.00 0.00 21,102.78 23% 421.20 24% 68,566.02
715  School Security 4,000.00 0.00 125,110.05 3128% 21,995.00 3678% (143,105.05)
716  Drug Abuse Prevention 2,000.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 2,000.00
718  Other School Safety 1,500.00 0.00 2,129.25 142% 218.44 157% (847.69)
720 Health Services 88,320.00 0.00 26,758.67 30% 0.00 30% 61,561.33
740 Social Work Services 53,890.00 0.00 14,857.16 28% 0.00 28% 39,032.84
760 Pupil Transport 722,380.00 0.00 229,267.06 32% 64,378.32 1% 428,734.62
790 Other Pupil Services 99,500.00 0.00 79,811.31 80% 125.00 80% 19,563.69
810 Oper/Maintenance 1,137,060.00 0.00 422,403.45 37% 39,607.32 1% 675,049.23
811  Grounds Maint 27,000.00 0.00 10,755.34 40% 584.23 42% 15,660.43
812  Buildings Maint 71,000.00 0.00 56,929.05 80% 6,838.42 90% 7,232.53
813  Equip Maint 10,000.00 0.00 3,089.23 31% 0.00 31% 6,910.77
850 Facilities 113,470.00 0.00 17,995.73 16% 0.00 16% 95,474.27
865 LTFM Excld Costs -Pro 866,867 37,620.00 0.00 27,038.03 72% 11,061.91  101% (479.94)
940 Prop/Other Ins 92,140.b4 0.00 83,632.00 91% 0.00 91% 8,508.00
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Exp Summary - Fd, Pro 14:a4:34
Period Ending December 31, 2023
Sequence: Fd, Pro
B24 % YTD Remaining
Description Annual Budget Period 202406 Year To Date % YTD Encumbrances + Enc Balance
01 General Fund
960 Other Non-Recurring Items 26,280.00 0.00 0.00 0% 23,754.89 90% 2,525.11
01 General Fund 11,378,470.00 0.00 3,693,557.72 32% 232,684.71 35% 7,452,227.57
02 Food Service
770 Food Service 713,350.00 0.00 221,719.34 31% 8,809.41 32% 482,821.25
02 Food Service 713,350.00 0.00 221,719.34 31% 8,809.41 32% 482,821.25
04 Community Service
505 Community Ed 112,230.00 0.00 38,350.03 34% 33.28 34% 73,846.69
506 Summer Recreation 73,600.00 0.00 40,604.90 55% 0.00 55% 32,995.10
509 Kids Club 125,050.00 0.00 69,511.74 56% 0.00 56% 55,538.26
580 Early Childhood 40,350.00 0.00 362.22 1% 34.63 1% 39,953.15
582 School Readiness 147,990.00 0.00 28,654.22 19% 43.16 19% 119,292.62
583 Preschool Screening 3,790.00 0.00 264.06 7% 0.00 7% 3,525.94
585 Youth Dev/Youth Serv 12,420.00 0.00 3,841.19 31% 0.00 31% 8,578.81
590 Other Community Programs 600.00 0.00 813.37 136% 0.00 136% (213.37)
04 Community Service 516,030.00 0.00 182,401.73 35% 111.07 35% 333,517.20
06 Building Construction
870 Bldg/Capital Improv. 2,500,000.00 0.00 621,521.52 25% 10,924.05 25% 1,867,554.43
06 Building Construction 2,500,000.00 0.00 621,521.52 25% 10,924.05 25% 1,867,554.43
07 Debt Redemption
910 Debt Redemption 2,274,340.00 0.00 431,275.00 19% 0.00 19% 1,843,065.00
07 Debt Redemption 2,274,340.00 0.00 431,275.00 19% 0.00 19% 1,843,065.00
21 Student Activities Fund
298 Extra-Curricular 200,000.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 200,000.00
21 Student Activities Fund 200,000.00 0.00 0.00 0% 0.00 0% 200,000.00
Report Totals: 17,582,190.00 0.00 5,150,475.31 29% 252,529.24 31% 12,179,185.45
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FOOD SERVICE REPORT 2023-24

2022-23
2023-24 September October November December January February March April May Average
Beginning Balance 167,493.19 131,508.69 119,477.30 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 264,060
Receipts 16,630.45 75,019.25 110,601.22 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 59,327
Disbursements 52,614.95 87,050.64 65,008.90 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 65,689
Subtotal 131,508.69 119,477.30 165,069.62 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 257,698
Est. Federal/State Funding Due 68,100.80 74,103.75 69,789.55 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 22,996
Ending Balance 199,609.49 193,581.05 234,859.17 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 280,694
Average Daily Participation
Breakfast
Elementary 146 157 151 86
High School 78 94 98 50
Total 224 252 249 0 0 0 0 0 0 136
Lunch
Elementary 424 430 431 399
High School 264 272 266 240
Total 688 701 697 0 0 0 0 0 0 639

16




7. Appreciation, Recognition and Presentations
A. Truth in Taxation Hearing
Jodi Samuelson
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BARNESVILLE

TROJANS
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Barnesville

Public Schools,
ISD 146

Public Hearing for Taxes
Payable in 2024

DECEMBER 18, 2023

PRESENTED BY:

JODI SAMUELSON, FINANCE
OFFICER




A Public Meeting...

e Between November 25th & December 28th
e At 6:00 PM or later

Minnesota e May be part of regularly scheduled meeting

State Law e Must allow for public comments |
e May adopt final levy at same meeting

Requirements

...and Presentation of:

e Current year budget
* Proposed property tax levy
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Hearing Agenda

| e

Background
Information on
School Funding

»

District’s Budget

20

2

[e]

District’s Proposed
Tax Levy for Taxes
Payable in 2024

m

Public Comments




MN Legislature Must Set Funding for
Minnesota Public Schools

Minnesota Constitution ARTICLE XII|
MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS

Section 1

“UNIFORM SYSTEM OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. The stability of a republican form of
government depending mainly upon the intelligence of the people, it is the duty
of the legislature to establish a general and uniform system of public schools.
The legislature shall make such provisions by taxation or otherwise as will
secure a thorough and efficient system of public schools throughout the state.”
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As a Result,
Funding is

Highly
Regulated

State Sets:
* Formulas which determine revenue; most
revenue based on specified amounts per pupil
* Tax policy for local schools

* Maximum authorized property tax levy

o Districts can levy less, but not more than amount
authorized by state, unless approved by voters in
November

State also authorizes school board to submit
referendums for operating & capital needs to
voters for approval

22



Basic General Education Formula Lags Inflation

* Since 2002-03, state General Education Revenue formula has not kept pace
with inflation

* For Fiscal Year 2023-24, an increase of 4.00% or $275 over previous year was
approved

* For Fiscal Year 2024-25, an increase of 2.00% or $143 over previous year was
approved

Per-pupil allowance for Fiscal Year 2024-25 of $7,281 would need to increase by

another $1,356 (18.6%) to have kept pace with inflation since 2002-03, resulting
in an allowance of $8,637
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General Education Formula Allowance, 2003-2025
Adjusted for Pupil Weight Change and Inflation (CPI)

$9,000
$8,637
$8,500 $8,42
$8,17
$8.000 * Had the allowance increased by the rate of inflation each year
since 2003, the 2025 allowance per pupil would be $8,637
$7,6
* The difference between the FY25 formula allowance per pupil
$7,500 and the inflation adjusted formula allowance is $1,356 or 18.6%
$7,17 P
$6 907$7’015 7 §1.281
$7,000 , »
-~
$6,618 - soges
$6,455 _ 36728
$6,500 — ;
s $6,567
_ ~  $6,438
$6,000 - o
' ~ = $6,067
-
- $5,831
$5,500
- $5,530 $5,530 $5,638
- §5,368
$5,000 - = — <
$4,966 $4,966
$4,500 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023 2025
== =Formula Allowance Adjusted for Pupil Weight Change = Adjusted for Pupil Weight Change and Inflation (CPI)
Source: MDE June 2023 Inflation Estimates and Minnesota Laws 2023 24




According to MN Department of Education (MDE):

Even with recent
FY 2022 costs of providing improvements in funding, by FY
programs were underfunded 2027 costs of providing

statewide by $712 million programs statewide will be U nd e r‘fu N d | ng
underfunded by S408 million .

of Special
Education

Primary options to bridge funding gap are to cut
regular program budgets or increase referendum
revenue, most districts have done both
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Change in Tax Levy does not Determine
Change in Budget

_ Taxlevy is based on many state-determined formulas plus
= voter approved referendums

Some increases in tax levies are revenue neutral, offset by
reductions in state aid

Expenditure budget is limited by state-set revenue formulas,
voter-approved levies & fund balance

==l An increase in school taxes does not always correlate to an
mmm equal increase in budget




e Budget year begins July 1st e Budget year begins Jan. 1st

e 2024 taxes provide revenue for e 2024 taxes provide revenue for 2024
2024-25 fiscal year calendar year budget

e Budget adopted in June 2024




Budget
Information

Because approval of school
district budget lags
certification of tax levy by six
months, state requires only

current year budget
information be presented at
this hearing. Fiscal Year
2024-25 budget will be

adopted by School Board in
June 2024.

School district budgets are divided
into separate funds, based on
purposes of revenue, as required
by law.

Our District’s Funds:

* General

* Food Service

* Community Service
* Building Construction

Debt Service

28




District Revenues & Expenditures
Actual for FY 2023, Budget for FY 2024

FUND

FISCAL 2023
BEGINNING

2022-23
ACTUAL

JUNE 30, 2023
ACTUAL

FUND BALANCES

REVENUES &
TRANSFERS IN

EXPENDITURES &
TRANSERS OUT

FUND BALANCES

General/Restricted

$674,760

$947,841 $797,607

$824,994

2023-24
BUDGET

REVENUES &
TRANSERS IN

$863,450

EXPENDITURES &
TRANSFERS OUT

$679,608

JUNE 30, 2024
PROJECTED

FUND BALANCES

$1,008,836

General/Other

2,896,227

10,527,642 10,576,697

2,847,172

10,715,480

10,898,862

2,663,790

Food Service

268,551

637,628 745,597

160,582

713,700

713,350

160,932

Community Service

(50,113)

461,780 499,647

(87,980)

506,290

516,030

(97,720)

Building Construction*

375,740

2,568,249 874,172

2,069,817

25,000

2,500,000

(405,183)

Debt Service

201,491

2,237,493 2,108,950

330,034

2,391,020

2,274,340

446,714

* Building Construction expenses of $405,183 were budgeted in FY24 but spent/accrued in FY23




Revenue
- All Funds -

2023-24 Budget
$15,214,940

General

$11,578,930 |

76.1%
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Food Service

$713,700
4.7%

Community Service
$506,290
3.3%

Building Construction
$25,000
0.2%

Debt Service
$2,391,020
15.7%




General Fund
Revenue

2023-24 Budget
$11,378,930

State

$9,245,190 |

81.2%
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Federal
$274,860
2.4%

Local
$1,793,530
15.8%

Other
$65,350
0.6%




General Fund
Expenditures
- by Object -

2023-24 Budget
511,378,470

Salaries & Wages
$6,429,540
56.5%

32

Other
$48,960
0.4%

Employee Benefits
$1,991,930
17.5%

Purchased Services
$2,186,110
19.2%

Supplies & Materials
$525,790
4.6%

Capital Expenditures
$196,140
1.7%




General Fund
Expenditures
- by Program -

2023-24 Budget
511,378,470

Regular Instruction
$5,456,680
48.0%

District Support

Services
$291,850
2.6%

Administration
$833,240
7.3%

33

Other

$118,420
1.0%

Vocational Ed

Instruction
$202,650
1.8%

Special Ed
Instruction
$1,596,340
14.0%

Instructional Support

Services
$421,460
3.7%

Pupil Support
Services
$1,061,680

9.3%

Sites & Buildings

$1,396,150
12.3%




Payable 2024 Property Tax Levy

| Determination of levy ‘\q‘ | Compare 2023 to 2024 levies

v

==+ | Reasons for changes in tax |
EJ levy J Impact on taxpayers
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Property Tax Background

* Every owner of taxable property pays property taxes to various “taxing
jurisdictions” (county, city/township, school district, special districts) in which
property is located

e Each taxing jurisdiction sets own tax levy, often based on limits in state law

* County sends bills, collects taxes from property owners & distributes funds
back to other taxing jurisdictions
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Sample of parcel specific notice mailed to every p oo AL S

property owner between November 11 & | o e
November 24 -

co nte nts : Property Information

PIN Num Prll-pE
0 789 Pi

7
Spru

* Proposed property taxes compared to last year PRI i Eies e
e By taxing jurisdiction

Proposed Property Taxes and Meetings by Jurisdiction for Your Property -

e By voter approved & other for school district —— R ————

e Time & place of public meetings ' " "

Itis too late to appeal your value without going fo Tax Court.

December §,

$312.06

it |
chool Cafeteria

roved by the veters,

Total excluding any special asseszments 51,341.31 3146752 0.4%%




School District Property Taxes

e Each school district may levy taxes in over 40 different categories

 Maximum levy amounts (calculated by MDE) for each category are set by:
o State law
o Voter approval

* Property Tax Process

o Key steps in process are summarized on next slide

o Any of these steps may affect taxes on a parcel of property, but district has control over only
1 of 6 steps
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Step 1 City or County Assessor determines estimated market value
P for each parcel of property.

School District

Property Tax 7
Process

Legislature sets formulas for tax capacity and school district
Step 2 8 Pactty

levy limits.

County Auditor calculates tax capacity for each parcel of
Step 3 property, as well as total tax capacity for each school
Note: For certain levy district.
categories, tax rates & levy 4&
amounts are based on Minngspta Department of I_Edu_cation calculates detailed
f d ket val Step 4 levy limits for each school district, based on formulas
fSUSASII el S=ls VElEIS, approved by Legislature.

rather than tax capacity.

School Board adopts a proposed levy in September. After a
public hearing, board adopts a final levy in December. Final
levy cannot be more than proposed levy, except for
amounts approved by voters.

68 County Auditor divides final levy by district’s total tax
Step : : :
capacity to determine tax rate needed to raise levy amount.




Approval of District’s Tax Levy

in 2023 (Payable 2024)

September 8:
MDE prepared
& distributed
first draft of
levy limit
report setting
maximum
authorized levy

September 18:

School Board
approved
proposed levy
amounts

Mid-
November:
County mailed
“Proposed
Property Tax
Statements” to
all property
owners

December 18:
Public hearing
on proposed
levy at regular
meeting

Following
hearing, School
Board will
certify final levy
amounts




Overview of District’s
Proposed Tax Levy

* Proposed Payable 2024 tax levy is an increase
from 2023 of $122,548 or 3.4%

* Changes by levy category and reasons for
major increases & decreases in levy are
included on following slides
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Comparison of Actual Tax Levy Payable in 2023 to Proposed Levy Payable in 2024

Actual Levy Proposed Levy

Fund Levy Category Payable in 2023 Payable in 2024 $ Change %Change
General

Voter Approved Operating Referendum $208,203 $233,756 $25,553

Local Optional Revenue (LOR) 548,793 558,669 9,877

Equity 141,601 145,724 4,122

Operating Capital 100,268 118,681 18,413

Long Term Facilities Maintenance 97,637 98,349 713

Instructional Lease 55,412 68,144 12,731

Other 131,024 129,513 (1,511)

Prior Year Adjustments (25,937) (30,521) (4,584)

Total, General Fund $1,257,000 $1,322,314 $65,314 5.2%
Community Service

Basic Community Education $34,264 $38,647 $4,383

Early Childhood Family Education 24,059 23,053 (1,006)

Other 415 926 511

Prior Year Adjustments @) (1,200) (1,193)

Total, Community Service Fund $58,730 $61,427 $2,696 4.6%
Debt Service

Voter Approved $2,194,346 $2,323,020 $128,674

Long Term Facility Maintenance 107,486 109,486 2,000

Reduction for Debt Excess 0 (75,885) (75,885)

Prior Year Adjustments 258 7 (251)

Total, Debt Service Fund $2,302,090 $2,356,627 $54,538 2.4%
Total Levy, All Funds $3,617,820 $3,740,368 $122,548 3.4%
Subtotal by Truth in Taxation Categories:

Voter Approved 2,399,639 2,480,612 80,973

Other 1,218,181 1,259,756 41,575

Total $3,617,820 $3,740,368| $122,548 3.4%
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Explanation of Levy Changes

Category: General Fund - Voter Approved Operating Referendum
y -
Change: +525,553
y -
Use of Funds: General Operating Expenses
-

* Revenue is provided through a combination of local tax levy

and state aid; because District’s total property value increased,
Reasons for share of funding provided through tax levy increased
Change: * Increase in levy share of funding is offset by reduction in total
operating referendum revenue, due to projected decrease in
J enrollment J
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Explanation of Levy Changes

Category: Debt Service — Voter Approved J
A
Change: +5128,674
A .
Use of Funds: Debt Payments
V. J
 Districts are required to levy at 105% of debt service payment
amounts to cover delinquencies in tax collections
Reasons for * Levies are coordinated with other capital and debt levies to
Change: maintain a level or declining tax rate
 District issued bonds for the remaining authority from the
/ August 2019 election /f
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Explanation of Levy Changes

Category:

Change:

Use of Funds:

Reasons for
Change:

/

Debt Service — Reduction for Debt Excess
-S75,885

Payments on bonds

* Districts are required to levy at 105% of debt service payment amounts to
cover delinquencies in tax collections
* Because delinquencies are generally less than 5%, most districts gradually
build up fund balances in debt service funds
* Formulas in state law determine adjustments to tax levy for debt excess
balances
* No debt excess balance for taxes Pay 2023, so debt excess balance for taxes
payable in 2024 results in a levy decrease /
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Factors Impacting Individual
Taxpayers’ School Taxes

Many factors can cause
a tax bill for an

individual property to
increase or decrease
from year to year

.

e Changes in value of individual property

e Changes in total value of all property within
District

e Increases or decreases in levy amounts

caused by changes in state funding formulas,

local needs & costs, voter-approved
referendums & other factors

J
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What’s happening with each slice?

Higher Market Value Increase = Bigger Slice

. DISTRICT’S LEVY

Lower Market Value Increase = Smaller Slice ""«7

ﬁ : y \
"3 . " e ¢ e

Each Property Owner pays a portion of the pie
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Impact of Property Valuations

Two properties in the district
> Both houses are valued at $100,000

Total levy of S500
o Each property will pay $250 of levy

$100,000

P

| o




Impact of Property Valuations

Two properties in the district
o Orange house value increases by 10%
o Blue house value increases by 25%

Total levy of S500

o School District will still generate the same
amount of levy even though values increased $125,000

> Orange house pays less ﬁ/\

> Blue house pays more O]
L

| o




Four Year School Levy Comparison

* Examples include school district taxes only & are shown based on no change
and a 25.8% increase in property value for residential homes over the past
four years

o Actual changes in value may be more or less than this for any parcel of property

o Intended to provide a fair representation of what happened to school district property taxes
over this period for typical properties

* Amounts for 2024 are preliminary estimates; final amounts could change
slightly

e Estimates prepared by Ehlers (District’s municipal financial advisors)
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Estimated Changes in School Property Taxes, 2021 to 2024
Based on No Changes in Property Values

Actual Actual Actual Estimated Change Change

Estimated Taxes Taxes Taxes Taxes in Taxes in Taxes

Market Payable Payable Payable Payable 2021 to 2023 to
Type of Property Value in 2021 in 2022 in 2023 in 2024 2024 2024
$100,000 $413 $412 $382 $333 -$80 -$49
Residential 150,000 672 673 623 539 -133 -84
Homestead 200,000 932 934 864 745 -187 -119
250,000 1,192 1,194 1,104 951 -241 -153
300,000 1,451 1,455 1,345 1,158 -293 -187
Commercial/ $100,000 $637 $641 $591 $500 -$137 -$91
Industrial 250,000 1,734 1,748 1,610 1,357 -377 -253
500,000 3,683 3,715 3,420 2,875 -808 -545
Agricultural $1,500 $1.16 $1.13 $0.82 $0.67 -$0.49 -$0.15
Homestead 3,000 $2.31 $2.26 $1.63 1.33 -0.98 -0.30
(average value per acre 4,500 $3.47 $3.39 $2.45 2.00 -1.48 -0.45
of land and buildings) 6,000 $4.63 $4.53 $3.26 2.66 -1.97 -0.61
Agricultural $1,500 $2.31 $2.26 $1.63 $1.33 -$0.98 -$0.30
Non-homestead 3,000 $4.63 $4.53 $3.26 2.66 -1.97 -0.61
(average value per acre 4,500 $6.94 $6.79 $4.90 3.99 -2.95 -0.91
of land and buildings) 6,000 $9.25 $9.05 $6.53 5.32 -3.93 -1.21

General Notes

1. Amounts are based on school district taxes only, and do not include taxes for city or township, county, state, or other taxing jurisdictions.

2. Estimates of taxes payable in 2024 are preliminary, based on the best data available.

3. For all examples of properties, taxes are calculated based on no changes in estimated market value from 2021 to 2024.

4. For agricultural property, estimates of taxes include impact of School Building Bond Agricultural Credit. Average value per acre is total estimated market
value of all land and buildings, divided by total acres. Homestead examples do not include value of house, garage, and one acre, for which tax impact will
be same as on a residential homestead property. This calculation does not include impact of Agricultural Homestead Credit, which reduces taxes on each

parcel of agricultural homestead property by varying amounts. 50




Estimated Changes in School Property Taxes, 2021-24

Based on No Changes in Property Value

Example 1: $250,000 Residential Homestead Property Example 2: $250,000 Commercial - Industrial Property
$2,000 $2,000
»  $1,500 w 51,500 -
< <
= =
2 2
@ @
S $1,000 - S $1,000 1
o o
2 £ $1,357
7 1,192 $1,194 3 ’
w - | . . B (D -
$0 - $0 -
2021 2022 2023 2024 est. 2021 2022 2023 2024 est.

Year Taxes are Payable

Year Taxes are Payable
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Estimated Changes in School Property Taxes, 2021-24

Based on No Changes in Property Value

Example 3: $4,500 Agricultural - Homestead Property

$8.00

$6.00

$4.00

School Property Taxes

$2.00 -

$0.00 -

$3.47 $3.39

2021 2022 2023 2024 est.

Year Taxes are Payable
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School Property Taxes

Example 4: $4,500 Agricultural - Non-Homestead Property
$8.00

$6.00

$4.00 -

$2.00

$0.00

2024 est.

2021 2022 2023
Year Taxes are Payable




Estimated Changes in School Property Taxes, 2021-24

Based on 25.8% Cumulative Changes in Property Value

Example 1: $250,000* Residential Homestead Property
$2,000
w  $1,500
<
S
2>
@
S $1,000
o
[s)
(@]
<
[&]
w
$500 |
$0 -
$198,731 $206,680 $231,481 $250,000
2021 2022 2023 2024 est.
Year Taxes are Payable

* Estimated market value for taxes payable in 2024. Taxes are calculated based on changes in market value of
4.0% from 2021 to 2022, 12.0% from 2022 to 2023 anﬁ%.o% from 2023 to 2024.



State Property Tax Refunds & Deferral

Homestead Credit Refund

\J

* Available for all homestead property, both residential and agricultural (house, garage and one acre (HGA) only)

e Refund is sliding scale, based on total property taxes and income (maximum refund is $3,140 for homeowners
and $2,440 for renters)

Special Property Tax Refund

\J

e Available for all homestead property, both residential & agricultural (HGA only) with a gross tax increase of at
least 6% and $100 over prior year

e Refund is 60% of tax increase that exceeds greater of 6% or $100 (max $2,500)

Senior Citizen Property Tax Deferral

* Allows people 65 years of age or older with household income of $96,000 or less to defer a portion of property
taxes on their home

e Deferred property taxes plus accrued interest must besaid when home is sold or homeowner(s) dies



Next Steps

Board accepts public
comments on
proposed levy

Board certifies 2024
property tax levy




BARNESVILLE

PUBLIC COMMENTS

TROJANS
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8. Recognition of Citizens for Input Purposes
9. Reports/News
A. High School Principal's Report
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COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

Barnesville High School - Board Report
December 18, 2023

Past Months Events

1. Choir concert
1. Was held November 28 in the auditorium
2. Congratulations to Mrs. Gylland and all her wonderful students
2. Band concert
1. Held December 4 in the auditorium
2. Was Mrs. Tangen’s first concert and it was very good
3. High School conferences were held on December 4th - 4:00-7:30
1. Attendance was average
4. Coin drive put on by Mrs. Inniger, Mrs. Duval and PaY raised over $2,400 for local
families and Christmas
Future High School Events
5. Student Council will do a blood drive on Tuesday, December 19
6. Christmas break will begin on December 22 at 1:00 p.m. and school will resume on
January 2nd
7. January 15 - No School for students, there is a teacher workshop
8. January 18 is the final day for quarter 2 and Semester 1
1. report cards will be mailed in the middle of the next week
9. Snowball will be January 29-February 2
1. Coronation will be on Monday, January 29
2. Activities during the week
3. Formal dance will be on Saturday, February 2
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B. Elementary Principal's Report
C. Director of Student Activities and Community Education Coordinator's Report

59

60

14



BOARD REPORT -- AARON SCHINDLER
ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR/COMMUNITY EDUCATION COORDINATOR
December 18, 2023

ACTIVITY INFORMATION:

e Football

o)
o)

o

0]

o

Congratulations to Coach Strand and his staff as well as the players on an outstanding season!
Congratulations to our All-Section Players: Zachary Bredman, Jay Tschumperlin, Gannon
Bolgrean, Collin Morey, Justin Krueger, Asher O’'Brien, and Ethan Larson.

Congratulations to our All-Section Honorable Mention Players: Peyton Amundson, Nick
Robideau, and Jack Maesse.

Congratulations to our All-District Players: Peyton Amundson, Ethan Larson, Justin Krueger,
Nick Robideau, Asher O’Brien, Zachary Bredman.

Congratulations to our All-District Honorable Mention Players: Major Ness, Noah Stanford,
Cameron Halverson, and Tyler Drees.

Congratulations to District Award Winners: Defensive Back: Asher O’Brien, Defensive Lineman:
Peyton Amundson, Offensive Lineman: Justin Krueger.

Congratulations to Zachary Bredman as he was named Most Valuable Teammate at the Prep
Bowl!

e Nov 28" — Choir Concert

o)
0)

Congratulations to Mrs. Gylland and our Choir Students on their excellent performance.
Lots of great songs but my favorite was Mary, did you know? which was performed by COP

e Dec 2" — JH Girls HOL Tournament

o

7t — 8" Place / 8" — 6™ Place

e Dec 4" —Band Concert

o)
0)

Congratulations to Miss Tangen on her very first band concert at BHS!
Lots of moving pieces but | thought everyone involved handled the transitions well.

e Dec 9" WCA Wrestling Tournament

o)
0)
0]
o)

Team finished in 8th place out of 10 teams.

2nd place- Ayden Hauck and Cameron Halverson
5th place-Chase Hauck and Brock Grabow

6th place- Jack Martin

e Girls Basketball Numbers

o

gh=7 /10"=5 [/MM"=7 [12"=3 Total = 22

e Wrestling Numbers

o

7m=7/8"=6/9"=4/10"=5/11"=0/12"=5 Total = 27

e Boys Basketball Numbers

o

gh=2/9"=5/10"=11/11"=8/12"=7 Total = 33

e One Act Play

0]

10"=3/11"=4/12"=1 Total = 8

e Junior High Boys Basketball(Preliminary)

0]

7m=12/8"=8 Total = 20

e Esports

o

o

Congratulations to Ryder Lindbom as he was selected to participate in MNVL All Star Weekend

this past weekend

Ryder participated in Minecraft.
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D. Superintendent's Report
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Barnesville Public Schools
Regular School Board Meeting

7:00 PM on Monday, December 18, 2023
High School Library

Superintendent’s Monthly Board Report

1. 2024 Giving Hearts Day Fundraiser for FFA Food Trailer

The Barnesville FFA Alumni will receive a share of the 2024 Giving Hearts Day donations
to fund the acquisition of a food trailer. The estimated cost is around $45,000. This
valuable addition will serve as an important fundraising asset for our Barnesville High
School FFA.

2. Solar for Schools Webinar Follow-Up and Project Timeline

| want to provide you with a brief update following my participation in the Solar for
Schools webinar on Tuesday, November 21, and my subsequent discussion with Mandi
Schienebeck, the Solar for Schools Program Manager.

During our conversation, Mandi expressed her sincere apologies for any delays in
returning phone calls and emails, citing ongoing communication challenges within the
department. She assured me that steps have been taken to address this issue, including
the recent hiring of two new team members to enhance communication efficiency.

The key takeaway from our discussion is that we are required to resubmit our Readiness
Assessment, initially submitted last spring. Following this, in February, we have the
opportunity to submit the final plan for approval. Given that we have already navigated
the Request for Proposal (RFP) process, Mandi anticipates a swift review and approval
timeline for our project.

Encouragingly, she conveyed that, based on the progress we've made and the
groundwork laid during the RFP process, she sees no substantial concerns hindering our
approval for the solar project. As things stand, we are on track to potentially commence
the project in the upcoming summer.

| recently had a discussion with Ben Ganje from iSolar, and he has committed to sending
us a detailed project timeline for the installation of solar panels, with the targeted
completion set for the summer of 2024. Both of us are operating under the assumption
that the state will grant approval for our project around February or March 2024. This
alignment in expectations forms the basis for our collaborative planning and anticipates
a timely progression of the solar panel installation project.
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3. $40,000 for Student Support Personnel Aid

The Lake Agassiz Education Cooperative is set to receive a substantial boost with
$200,000 allocated for student support personnel aid across its five member school
districts. $40,000 of this funding will be directed towards Barnesville, effectively
mitigating a significant portion of the salary and benefits for our elementary social
worker.

4. Money Back to Member Districts of Lake Agassiz Education Cooperative

The five-member school districts within the Lake Agassiz Education Cooperative are set
to receive a reimbursement shortly after the commencement of the new calendar year.
The total amount earmarked for distribution stands at $1,239,311. Thirty percent of this
sum will be equitably divided among the districts, while the remaining 70% will be
allocated based on student enrollment.

Lake Agassiz expresses confidence in initiating the return of funds to its member school
districts precisely one year following the completion of the construction project. With
known operating costs, the education cooperative is left with a 30% fund balance,
ensuring financial stability for future operational needs.

A strategic approach has been adopted, intending to reassess annually in December the
feasible amount for reimbursement to school districts in January. It is essential to note
that the projection and allocation of returned funds cannot be reliably anticipated or
budgeted for on an annual basis.

This one-time money back to Barnesville Public School is undoubtedly welcome news!
5. Resolution Establishing Combined Polling Places for 2024

Ehlers recommended the Board approve an annual resolution to establish combined
polling places. This proactive measure would eliminate the need for multiple locations in
the event of a referendum.

6. Impact of Inflation on MN School District Funding

Inflation stands as one of the primary catalysts behind the imminent budget reductions
anticipated for the upcoming school year. Our state associations, acting as advocates for
schools, have employed a compelling line graph to articulate their apprehensions
regarding the insufficient funding of educational institutions. Notably, the graph
illustrates an unprecedented gap over the last two years between the formula allowance
and inflation, specifically represented by the Consumer Price Index (CPI). This aberration
underscores the critical need for addressing the funding gap to ensure the sustained
quality and effectiveness of our educational programs.

Click Here
7. MREA 2024 Legislative Platform

Please find attached the draft platform recommended by the Minnesota Rural Education
Association (MREA) on 10/30/23. They all make good sense to me and would benefit
our Barnesville school and community.

The MREA Board of Directors developed a proposed legislative platform for the 2024
legislative session, which kicks off Februggy 12, 2024. There are four themes:


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xw0N-FZSDjD55LW2OGhcow-scdWB574A/view?usp=sharing

10.

11.

e Teacher Compensation
e Clean Up from 2023 Legislative Session
e Policy Flexibility, Not Mandates
e Closing Funding Gaps
Click Here

Farm to School
We're currently purchasing farm to school goods from the following:

e Late Bloomer for mircrogreens
e Pender Farms for potatoes
e Rickford Ranch for ground beef and hamburger patties

Barnesville School Board Changing Decision to Participate in 2-Year Property Tax
Rebate Program

A question was asked by someone in the community if there is a way for the School
District to change their decision to participate in the 2-year Property Tax Rebate Program
for 2024 and NOT extend the rebate for homes built in 2024.

Clay County Administrator Steve Larson replied, "l followed up with Lori this morning.
She shared the state statute below. She stated that it did not appear that they could
remove themselves mid-abatement, but ultimately it would be an attorney question."

Hervienm spsl mesdifNe ation ol abalements

Last Remaining Dollars from ESSER

Of the $120,000 remaining in general ESSER IlI, the amounts are budgeted for the
elementary art teacher plus art supplies, one FTE custodian and the elementary social
worker cost over $40,000. (The first $40,000 will come from Lake Agassiz' Student
Support Personnel Aid for Barnesville).

The $65,000 for the ESSER 20% Learning Loss is all going toward the MTSS Coordinator's
salary & benefits. The remainder of that cost is using the Literacy Aid component of Gen
Ed Aid

Surplus Needed to Balance Budget Long-Term
Article from Minnesota Rural Education Association (MREA)
Here today, gone tomorrow is the short answer on the projected $2.4B surplus that the

state expects for the current biennium, which ends 19 months from now.

Projections for the "tails" biennium or Fiscal Years 2026-27 show a deficit with $66.2B in
forecasted spending and only $63.9B in forecasted revenues, leaving a $2.3B structural
imbalance in the tails. DFLers contend the budget is technically balanced as the surplus
is available to cushion the budget and there is still $3.3B in the state’s budget reserve.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AOSGQ3BLL9xxh4D6gzwk04Qg8Ou1Q_-y/view?usp=sharing

12.

13.

GOP leaders are pointing to the trend lines, arguing that no matter how you spin it, the
budget is on an unsustainable path.

Time will tell, but in the meantime, today’s budget forecast news has thrown ice water
on spending hopes for the 2024 session, which begins February 12, 2024.

The Governor has made it clear that he’s not scaling back the free school meals program
or disability "waivered" services for the 72,000 or so Minnesotans who qualify for these
supports. Both items were flagged by MMB as growth areas above projections in the
forecast that was just released.

Basic Formula Projections
Article from Minnesota Rural Education Association (MREA)

At the end of the 2023 session, the basic formula allowance was anticipated to increase
by 2.0% in FY26 and another 2.17% in FY27, based on inflation estimates at the time.
The formula allowance is now anticipated to increase by 2.4% percent in FY26 and
another 2.0% percent in FY27. Those are planning numbers for now and will depend on
several future budget forecasts to dictate the actual amounts that will be forecasted and
of course, future legislative actions could impact these figures as well. Still, having
planned for increases of any level on the basic formula allowance is a positive change
from recent memory and the constant battle to end up at "2 & 2."

You'll find attached the historical general education formula increases from 1989 to
2025. This is important information as we project and develop our 10-year operating
referendum. You'll find in the second column from right that there are several years
with only 2.0% or fewer increases for adjusted formulas.

Click Here
SY2022-23 Community Education Annual Report
Highlights from our 2022-23 Community Education Annual Report:

e PAC is offering more opportunities in the fine arts.

e |t's a struggle to get people to teach and register for adult classes.

e |t's a struggle to keep youth athletic programs going with the addition of
traveling teams for every sport.

e There were 99 students in the Kids Club.
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E. Board Committee Reports
10. Removal of Consent Items for Discussion
11. Approval of Consent Items

A. Personnel
All hirings are based upon the findings of each individual's background check, licensure status, and

discipline report from the Minnesota Department of Education.
1) Retirement Resignation from Bruce Davis

66
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To: Jon Ellerbusch, Superintendent
Fr: Bruce Davis
Re: Official notice of retirement

Date: December 14, 2023

| will retire from the Barnesville ISD 146 December 31, 2023.

Thank you: to the Barnesville School for many years of steady employment, the many wonderful people

| have met here, fellow maintenance staff, teachers, the Board, students, their families and community.
| will miss the people but am looking forward to more traveling with my wife now.

Happy Holidays to everyone!

Bruce Davis
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2) Maizey Berg's Resignation as Head Boys Track Coach
3) Jesse Bucholz as Community Education Elementary Basketball Coach
4) Jesse Grabow as Community Education Elementary Wrestiling Coach
5) Approve Mckenzie Davis as a long-term Paraprofessional Substitute for the remainder of the
2023-24 school year.
Approve Mckenzie Davis as a long-term Paraprofessional Substitute for the remainder of the 2023-
24 school year.

B. Donations
1) $4,263.57 Donation from Scherlings Photography for Elementary Aux.
2) $2,166.86 Donation from Scherlings Photography for HS Yearbook
3) $525.00 Donation from Barnesville Booster Club for Football Team District T-shirts
4) $168.00 Donation from Fun Games - Bouncer in Valley for Spanish Trip

12. New Business
A. Certification of Property Tax Levy 2023, Payable 2024 69

68
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LVYLI M01460124 MI NNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON ED- 00111- 45
DI STRICT NO. 0146 TYPE 01 LEVY LI MITATI ON AND CERTI FI CATI ON
DI STRI CT NAME BARNESVI LLE PUBLI C SCHOOL 2023 PAYABLE 2024 PAGE 30 OF 39

ECSU REG ON 04 CLAY
| . COVPUTATI ON OF 2023 PAYABLE 2024 LEVY LIM TATI ON BY FUND ( BEFORE COUNTY AUDI TOR ADJUSTMENTS) :

DATE OF RUN: 11/28/23

I'NI TI AL LEVY LI M TATI ON ABATEMENT OFFSET TAC/ MAX EFF MAXI MUM LEVY
FUND LI M TATI ON ADJUSTMENTS ADJUSTMENTS ADJUSTMENTS ADJUSTMENT LI M TATI ON

GEN- RW VOTER- EXEMP 233, 755. 69 5, 990. 61- N A 227,765. 08
GEN- RW OTHER- EXEMP 714,977.18 19, 112. 61- N A 695, 864. 57
GEN- NTC VOTER- EXEMP N A
GEN- NTC OTHER- GENED N A N A N A N A N A N A
GEN- NTC OTHER- EXEMP 454,102. 40 5,417. 62- 448,684.78
TOTAL GENERAL 1, 402, 835. 27 30, 520. 84- 1,372, 314. 43
COM SERV- EXEMP 62, 626. 13 1, 199. 58- 61, 426. 55
DEBT- VOTER- NONEXEMP 2,323, 020. 00 70, 172. 84- 2,252,847.16
DEBT- OTHER- NONEXEMP 109, 485. 60 5, 705. 28- 103, 780. 32
TOTAL DEBT SERV 2,432,505. 60 75, 878. 12- 2,356, 627. 48
OPEB- VOTER- NONEXEMP
OPEB- OTHER- NONEXEMP
TOTAL OPEB/ PENSI ON
TOTAL 3,897, 967. 00 107, 598. 54- 3,790, 368. 46

I'l. COWMPARI SON OF 2022 PAYABLE 2023 LEVY LIM TATI ON W TH 2023 PAYABLE 2024 LEVY LI M TATI ON ( BEFORE COUNTY AUDI TOR ADJUSTMENTS):

2022 PAY 2023 2023 PAY 2024 | NCREASE PERCENT
FUND LI M TATI ON LI M TATI ON ( DECREASE) CHANGE
GENERAL 1, 307, 000. 19 1,372, 314. 43 65, 314. 24 5. 00 $3,790,368.46
COMMUNI TY SERVI CE 58, 730. 42 61, 426. 55 2696, 13 4,59 °
GENERAL DEBT SERVI CE 2,302, 089, 62 2,356, 627, 48 54, 537. 86 2,37 50,000.00 underlevy
OPEB DEBT SERVI CE
TOTAL 3, 667, 820. 23 3, 790, 368. 46 122, 548. 23 3.34 $3,740,368.46
I11. COVPARI SON OF 2022 PAYABLE 2023 CERTI FI ED LEVY PLUS COUNTY AUDI TOR ADJUSTMENTS W TH
2023 PAYABLE 2024 CERTI FI ED LEVY PLUS COUNTY AUDI TOR ADJUSTMENTS:
2022 PAY 2023 2023 PAY 2024
CERTIFIED LEVY  CERTI FI ED LEVY | NCREASE PERCENT
FUND + ADJUSTMENTS + ADJUSTMENTS ( DECREASE) CHANGE
GENERAL 1, 257, 000. 19
COMMUNI TY SERVI CE 58, 730, 42
GENERAL DEBT SERVI CE 2,302, 089, 62
OPEB DEBT SERVI CE
TOTAL AFTER ADJUSTMENTS 3, 617, 820. 23
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B. Property Tax Abatement for Qualified Owners
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Barnesville Public School District
Clay County Minnesota
Resolution Authorizing A Property Tax Abatement For Qualified

Property Owners--Resolution- #12-18-2023

WHEREAS, pursuant to proper notice duly given as required by law, the School Board met on
December 18, 2023 and heard any and passed upon all objections to the proposed property tax
abatement for the properties located within the City of Barnesville. Total value of School District Tax
Abatements for said properties listed in items #1 and #2 to be paid in 2024 is estimated at $21,029.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Barnesville School Board; Barnesville, Minnesota
1. Such proposed abatement, which applies to the properties described below are YEAR 2
of the tax abatement program.

108 16 Street SE Parcel No. 50.236.0210
109 17t Street SE Parcel No. 50.236.0250
103 17" Street NE Parcel No. 50.236.0280
101 17" Street NE Parcel No. 50.236.0290
104 17" Street NE Parcel No. 50.236.0310
117 19* Street SE Parcel No. 50.237.0190
105 16™ Street NE Parcel No. 50.236.0140
106 16™ Street NE Parcel No. 50.236.0200
1709 2" Avenue NE Parcel No. 50.237.0290
1804 2™ Avenue SE Parcel No. 50.237.0590
1802 2™ Avenue SE Parcel No. 50.237.0600
1706 2™ Avenue SE Parcel No. 50.237.0610
116 19t Street SE Parcel No. 50.237.0500

2. The abatement for the parcels described as follows as per a resolution passed by the Barnesville
Board of Education in December of 2023 is hereby affirmed for YEAR 1 of the tax abatement

program.
1801 2" Avenue NE Parcel No. 50.237.0300
1803 2" Avenue NE Parcel No. 50.237.0310
1101 Main Avenue East Parcel No. 50.745.0190
1402 2" Avenue SE Parcel No. 50.236.0030
202 19" Street Circle SE Parcel No. 50.237.0520
1602 2" Avenue SE Parcel No. 50.236.0080
106 19 Street NE Parcel No. 50.237.0450
118 18™ Street SE Parcel No. 50.237.0180

The aforementioned properties qualify with the program established by the Resolution approved by the
School Board initially in 2012, and approved in subsequent two —year intervals of 2014, 2016, 2018,
2020 and 2022 (January 1, 2023-December 31, 2024) is hereby accepted and shall constitute the
estimated total abated as noted as $21,029

3. Abated taxes are to be refunded at the end of the year of which they were paid.

4. The abatement shall not apply to any special assessments that are levied against the property.
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PASSED, by the Barnesville Board of Education this 18th day of December 2023.

Ryan Lindbom Attest:
Clerk ISD #146 District Secretary
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C. Resolution Establishing Combined Polling Places for 2024 74
Those in favor: Dion Bredman, Marla Field, Ryan Lindbom, Crystal Henderson, Jacob Thompson,
Andy Maier, David Herbranson

Those against: None

Resolution passes
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RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING COMBINED POLLING PLACES
FOR MULTIPLE PRECINCTS AND
DESIGNATING HOURS DURING WHICH THE POLLING
PLACES WILL REMAIN OPEN FOR VOTING
FOR SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTIONS NOT HELD
ON THE DAY OF A STATEWIDE ELECTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board of Independent School District No.146, State of Minnesota, as
follows:

1. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the precincts and polling places for school district elections
are those precincts or parts of precincts located within the boundaries of the school district which have been
established by the cities or towns located in whole or in part within the school district. The board hereby confirms
those precincts and polling places so established by those municipalities.

2. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.11, the board may establish a combined polling place for
several precincts for school district elections not held on the day of a statewide election. Each combined polling
place must be a polling place that has been designated by a county or municipality. The following combined
polling places are established to serve the precincts specified for all school district special and general elections not
held on the same day as a statewide election:

Combined Polling Place: _ Barnesville Senior Center- 501 2" Ave NE
Name and address of combined polling place

"This combined polling place serves all territory in Independent School District No.146 located in the
City of Barnesville, Clay County, Wilkin County, and Ottertail County within the boundaries of ISD
#146.

*3. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 205A.09, the polling places will remain open for voting for school
district elections not held on the same day as a statewide election between the hours of 7 o'clock a.m. and 8:00
o'clock p.m.

4. The clerk is directed to file a certified copy of this resolution with the county auditors of each of the counties
in which the school district is located, in whole or in part, within thirty (30) days after its adoption.

5. As required by Minnesota Statutes, Section 204B.16, Subdivision 1a, the clerk is hereby authorized and
directed to give written notice of new polling place locations to each affected household with at least one registered
voter in the school district whose school district polling place location has been changed. The notice must be a
nonforwardable notice mailed at least twenty-five (25) days before the date of the first election to which it will
apply. A notice that is returned as undeliverable must be forwarded immediately to the appropriate county auditor,
who shall change the registrant’s status to “challenged” in the statewide registration system.

Note: A resolution must be adopted by December 31 of each year, and the combined polling places specified
shall be the combined polling places for the following calendar year.

(School Board Clerk) (Date)
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D. Pequot Lakes Wrestling Tournament
E. Central Cass Wrestling Tournament
F. Wilmar Holiday Basketball Tournament
G. Seniority Lists
1) 2023-2024 Seniority List for Certified Education Minnesota Barnesville
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SENIORITY LIST 2023-2024

Number Name First Date Certification Expire | Current Assignment
1 Gilbertson, Lisa Sep-94 M-Family Ed./Early
Childhood- Pre K, th
Elem. Ed.K-6-Tier4 | 202° 4" Grade
2.3 Meyer, Sandra Sep-95 M-Elem Education K-6
,Coaching- 7-12- Tier 4
2028 2" Grade
2.3 Forsgren, Lisa Sep-95 | M-Elementary Ed. K-6- | 2026 2" Grade
Tier 4
4 Wander, Michelle Sep-96 M-Autism Spec. Dis.,
MMMH, MSMH- K-12- _ _
Tier 4 2025 Special Education
5.6 Messer, Christine Sep-97 M-Elementary Ed.-K-6- | 2025 Kindergarten
Tier 4
5.6 Martz, Stacy Sep-97 M-Learning 2025 Special Education
Disabilities- K-12- Tier
4
7 Henrickson, Todd Aug-99 M- Coaching , Phys. Elementary Principal
Ed. Principal K-12- Tier
2027
4
8.9 Inniger, Holly Sep-99 M-Elementary Ed. 1-6- Teacher on Spec.
Tier 4 Assignment- MTSS
2025 Coordinator
M- P.E.- K-12, Health
' Ed- 5-12 SLD, EBD- K- '
8.9 Schaub, Michael Sep-99 12, Coaching- 7-12- 2027 | Physical Ed., Health
Tier 4
10 Trowbridge, Philip Sep-00 M-English, Social
Studies, Coaching- 7-
2025 Social Studies

12-Tier 4
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Gylland, Jennifer

Sep-01

M- Classroom Music,
Vocal Music- K-12-
Tier 4

2027

H.S. Vocal Music

12.13

Grabow, Shari

Sep-03

M-Elementary Ed. K-6-
Tier4

2027

Kindergarten

12.13

Amundson, Scott

Sep-03

M- Elem Ed- 1-6,
Coaching- 7-12- Tier 4,
Professional Admin.
Principal K-12

2025

2025

5t Grade

14

Strand, Bryan

Aug-04

M- Business Ed, K-12
Principal- Tier 4, Dis.
Superintendent

2027

Secondary Principal

15

Askegaard, Matt

Sep-05

M- Business- 5-12-
Tier 4

2026

Business Education

16.18

Hinsz, Tracy

Sep-06

M- Elementary Ed.
K-6, Math- 5-8- Tier 4

2028

4* Grade

16.18

Askegaard, Megan

Sep-06

M- Elementary Ed.K-6
Pre-Primary- Age 3-K-
Tier4

2027

5t Grade

16.18

Suter, Chad

Sep-06

M- Industrial Arts 5-
12, Coaching- 7-12-
Tier 4

2025

Industrial
Technology

19.22

Schmitt, Thomas W.

Sep-08

M- Life Sc. 7-12,
Sc. 5-9, Chemistry,
Physics- Tier 4

2027

Science

19.22

Goering, John

Sep-08

M- Chemistry, Physics-
9-12- Tier 4

2026

Science

19.22

Justesen, Chastity

Sep-08

M- Elementary Ed. 1-
6- Tier 4

2027

1% Grade

77




19.22 Zander, Cindy Sep-08 M- Developmental.
Disabilities- K-12- Tier
4 2026 Special Education
23.25 Hermes, Tony Sep-09 M- Mathematics-5-12- | 2024 Math
Tier 4
23.25 Field, Michelle Sep-09 M-Speech Language
Pathologist- Pre K-12-
Tier 4 2027 Speech
23.25 Tonsfeldt, Michelle Sep-09 M- Elementary Ed. K- 2026 3 Grade
6- Tier 4
26.27 Strand, Nathan Sep-10 M- Life Science, 9-12
Science 5-8- Tier 4
2026 Science
26.27 Olson, Tori Sep-10 M- Elementary Ed., K-
6 Pre-Primary- Age 3- .
K- Tier 4 2027 1% Grade
28.30 Martinson, Karie Sep-11 M- Elem. Ed- K-6, Pre-
Primary- Age 3-K - Tier
4 2027 1°t Grade
28.30 Willers, Alison Sep-11 M- Elem. Ed.- K-6- Tier 2028 Kindergarten
4
28.30 Petersen, Monica Sep-11 M- Mathematics-5-12- 2026 Math
Tier 4
31 Bomstad, Ryan Sep-12 M- Elementary Ed- 1- 2028 3 Grade
6- Tier 4
32.35 Haj, George Sep-13 M- Elementary Ed- 1- 2028 3 Grade
6- Tier4
32.35 Nelson, Nichole Sep-13 M- Elementary Ed- 1- 2027 6" Grade
6- Tier4
32.35 Jorud, Laura Sep-13 M- Elem. Ed- K-6 Pre-
Primary- Age 3-K- Tier
2028 1%t Grade

4
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32.35 Martin, Megan Sep-13 M- Elem. Ed- K-6 2028 Kindergarten
Pre-Primary- Age 3-K-
Tier 4
36.37 Erlandson, Patti Sep-14 M- Pre-K, Elem. Ed.-K-
6, Coaching- 7-12- _
Tier 4 2026 Title 1 Lead
36.37 Poepping, Sarah Sep-14 M- EBD, SLD, Dev. Dis.
K-12- Tier 4
2028 Special Education
38.39 Johnson, Jedidiah Sep-15 M- Mathematics-5-12- | 2026 Mathematics
Tier 4
38.39 Teeples, Britta Sep-15 M- Social Studies-5- 2026 Social Studies
12-Tier 4
M-Elem Ed-K-6, EBD,
_ ‘ LD- K-12-, Driver’s _ _
40.42 Ellingson, Erin Sep-16 Education, Teacher 2028 Special Education
Coord Work Based
Learning- 9-12- Tier 4
40.42 Snobl, Scott Sep-16 M-Social Studies,
Coaching- 7-12- Tier 4
2027 Social Studies
40.42 Schindler, Aaron Sept-16 | M- Elementary Educ. Director of Student
K-6- Tier 4 Activities and
2025 Community Ed.
Coordinator
43.44 Solum, McKinzie Sept-17 | M- Elementary Educ. 2027 6" Grade Teacher
K-6- Tier 4
43.44 Paur, Nicholas Sept-17 M-Physical Ed- K-12, 2028 Physical Education,
Health Education-5-12 Health Instructor
. 2028
Tier 4
45.46 Smith, Heidi Sept-18 | M- Visual Arts-K-12- 2027 Art Teacher-HS

Tier 4
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45.46 Jenkins, Carrie Sept-18 | M- Elementary 2028 2" Grade
Education- Tier 4

47.48 Dant, Mariah * Sept-21 M- Vocal and 2024 Elementary Music
Classroom Music K-12,
Tier 3

47.48 Hoyer, Megan Sept-21 | M-School Counselor- 2026 High School
K-12, Tier 4 Counselor

49.54 Grosz, Jacob* Sept-22 | M- Physical Education- | 2025 Elementary Physical
K-6, Tier 3 Restricted Education

49.54 Strand, Kailee Sept-22 | M-Elementary 2027 6" Grade Teacher
Education- K-6, Tier 4

49.54 Spillum, Mary* Sept-22 | M- Elementary Ed.-K- 2024 Special Ed. Teacher
6, Pre-Primary-Age 3-
Pre-K, Tier 4

49.54 Foss, Kelly* Sept-22 | M- Visual Arts-K-12, 2023 Elementary Art
Tier 1 Teacher

49.54 Blilie, Amber* Sept-22 | M-Early Childhood 2024 | HS Special Education
Education B-Grade 3,
Tier 4

55 Del Greco, Jan-23 M- Spanish-K-12, Tier 2027 HS Spanish
Benjamin* 4

56.65 Tangen, Grace * Sept-23 | M- Instrumental and 2026 HS Instrumental
Classroom Music-K-12, Music
Tier 3

56.65 Windego, Sadie * Sept-23 | M- Academic and 2025 High School FACS
Behavioral Strategist,
Tier 3 Restricted

56.65 Larson, Sarah * Sept-23 M-Communication 2027 HS English
Arts/Literature-5-12,
Tier 4

56.65 Thorkildson, Lynn * Sept-23 | M- Elementary 2028 4 Grade

Education- 1-6, Tier 4
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56.65 Honrud, Alissa * Sept-23 | M- Elementary 2028 5% Grade
Education- K-6, Tier 3
56.65 Seifert, Nicci * Sept-23 | M- Communication 2028 HS English
Arts/Literature- 5-12,
Tier 4
56.65 Eberhardt, Laura * Sept-23 | M- Developmental 2028 HS English
Disabilities- K-12, Tier
4
56.65 Borcherding, Sept-23 | M- Elementary 2028 2" Grade
Samantha* Education- K-6, Tier 4
56.65 Stalberger, Sept-23 | M- Academic & 2024 Elementary Special
Shadaisa* Behavioral Strategist- Education Teacher
K-12, Tierl
56.65 Loen, Nancy* Sept-23 M-Vocational 2024 Ag. Teacher

Agriculture- 7-12, Tier
4

Column 3: First date of Continuous Service

Column 4: Teacher Certificates

M= Major Field- May Teach Full Time
m= Minor Field- May Teach % Time

Column 5: Expiration Date of Certificate

Column 6: Current General Teaching Assignment

*Non-Tenured Teacher
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2) 2023-2024 Seniority List for Paraprofessionals
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Seniority Rank Last Name First Name Date of Hire

1 Zepper Cary 9/3/2002

2 Halverson-Wolters Chrissa 12/12/2005

3 Zajac Michelle 9/1/2011

4 Duval Susan 9/1/2013

5 Herbranson Joanne 11/19/2014
6,7,8 Braton Carrie 9/1/2017
6,7,8 Rasmussen Janet 9/1/2017
6,7,8 Schilling Ashley 9/1/2017

9 Braton Kathy 10/27/2017

10 Suter Cheryl 9/1/2018

11 Anderson Breanna 9/18/2018

12 Connelly Leslie 9/1/2020
13,14 Schwartz Ashley 12/4/2020
13,14 Buck Chandra 12/4/2020
15,16,17,18 Ronsbery Betsy 8/31/2021
15,16,17,18 Haus Jessica 8/31/2021
15,16,17,18 Bekkerus Julia 8/31/2021
15,16,17,18 Rotz Stacey 8/31/2021
19 Wirth Leah 9/2/2021

20 Kern Brittni 11/4/2021

21 Pender Cassie 2/7/2022

22 Blomberg Cassandra 7/18/2022

23 Haspel Kelsey 9/1/2022

24 Hauck Brea 9/6/2022

25 Gardner Colyn 9/6/2022

26 Caruso Amy 9/12/2022

27 Carlton Cheryl 9/21/2022

28 Bang Michaela 8/14/2023

29 Anderson Madelyn 8/28/2023

30 Braton Lauryn 8/28/2023
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3) 2023-2024 Seniority List for Custodians
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Custodian Seniority 23-24

Seniority Rank Last Name First Name Date of Hire
1 Davis Bruce 12/1/2003
2 Haapala Laurie 3/1/2007
3 Ernst Laurie 10/1/2012
4 Duval Duane 1/19/2017
5 Odden Scott 10/8/2017
6 Kara Roxanne 4/5/2021
7 Reep Richard 5/6/2022
8 Gilbertson Carl 9/11/2023
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13. First Reading of Policies
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501

Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2014

501

II.

I1I.

SCHOOL WEAPONS POLICY

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.
ATTENTION: This policy incorporates certain provisions of the Minnesota Citizens’
Personal Protection Act (often referred to as the “conceal and carry” law).]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to assure a safe school environment for students, staff and
the public.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

No student or nonstudent, including adults and visitors, shall possess, use or distribute a
weapon when in a school location except as provided in this policy. The school district
will act to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate action against any
student, teacher, administrator, school employee, volunteer, or member of the public who
violates this policy.

DEFINITIONS
A. “Weapon”
1. A “weapon” means any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon

or through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or
which may be used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any
firearm, whether loaded or unloaded; airguns; pellet guns; BB guns; all
knives; blades; clubs; metal knuckles; numchucks; throwing stars;
explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stunguns; ammunition;
poisons; chains; arrows; and objects that have been modified to serve as a
weapon.

2. No person shall possess, use or distribute any object, device or instrument
having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or
instruments shall be treated as weapons including, but not limited to,
weapons listed above which are broken or non-functional, look-alike guns;
toy guns; and any object that is a facsimile of a real weapon.

3. No person shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e., lasers or
laser pointers, belts, combs, pencils, files, scissors, etc.), to inflict bodily
harm and/or intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and
use of a weapon.
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“School Location” includes any school building or grounds, whether leased,
rented, owned or controlled by the school, locations of school activities or trips,
bus stops, school buses or school vehicles, school-contracted vehicles, the area of
entrance or departure from school premises or events, all locations where school-
related functions are conducted, and anywhere students are under the jurisdiction
of the school district.

“Possession” means having a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to
one’s control in a school location.

IV.  EXCEPTIONS

A.

A student who finds a weapon on the way to school or in a school location, or a
student who discovers that he or she accidentally has a weapon in his or her
possession, and takes the weapon immediately to the principal’s office shall not
be considered to possess a weapon. If it would be impractical or dangerous to
take the weapon to the principal’s office, a student shall not be considered to
possess a weapon if he or she immediately turns the weapon over to an
administrator, teacher or head coach or immediately notifies an administrator,
teacher or head coach of the weapon’s location.

It shall not be a violation of this policy if a nonstudent (or student where
specified) falls within one of the following categories:

1. active licensed peace officers;

2. military personnel, or students or nonstudents participating in military
training, who are on duty performing official duties;

3. persons authorized to carry a pistol under Minn. Stat. § 624.714 while in a
motor vehicle or outside of a motor vehicle for the purpose of directly
placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or rear area of the
vehicle;

4. persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in accordance with
Minn. Stat. §§ 624.714 or 624.715 or other firearms in accordance with §
97B.045;

a. Section 624.714 specifies procedures and standards for obtaining
pistol permits and penalties for the failure to do so. Section
624.715 defines an exception to the pistol permit requirements for
“antique firearms which are carried or possessed as curiosities or
for their historical significance or value.”

b. Section 97B.045 generally provides that a fircarm may not be
transported in a motor vehicle unless it is (1) unloaded and in a gun
case without any portion of the firearm exposed; (2) unloaded and
in the closed trunk'80r (3) a handgun carried in compliance with §§
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624.714 and 624.715.

5. fircarm safety or marksmanship courses or activities for students or
nonstudents conducted on school property;

6. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms by a
ceremonial color guard;

7. a gun or knife show held on school property;

8. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms with
written permission of the principal or other person having general control
and supervision of the school or the director of a child care center; or

0. persons who are on unimproved property owned or leased by a child care
center, school or school district unless the person knows that a student is
currently present on the land for a school-related activity.

[Note: Nothing prevents a school district from being more stringent in its weapons
policy with respect to students and school district employees than the criminal law,
except that the school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of
firearms in a parking facility or parking area. Although some school districts may
choose to incorporate all of the exceptions to the criminal law, other school districts
may choose either not to incorporate some or all of the exceptions or to further limit
them. For example, a school district may choose to require written permission from
the superintendent, not just a principal, for someone to possess a dangerous weapon in
a school location. This would impose a more stringent requirement than exception (7)
to Section 609.66, Subdivision 1d. However, a school district may not regulate
firearms, ammunition, or their respective components, when possessed or carried by
nonstudents or nonemployees, in a manner that is inconsistent with Section 609.66,
Subdivision 1d.]

C. Policy Application to Instructional Equipment/Tools

While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of
weapons by students or nonstudents, such a position is not meant to interfere with
instruction or the use of appropriate equipment and tools by students or
nonstudents. Such equipment and tools, when properly possessed, used, and
stored, shall not be considered in violation of the rule against the possession, use,
or distribution of weapons. However, when authorized instructional and work
equipment and tools are used in a potentially dangerous or threatening manner,
such possession and use will be treated as the possession and use of a weapon.

D. Firearms in School Parking Lots and Parking Facilities

A school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of firearms in a
school parking lot or parking facility. For purposes of this policy, the “lawful”
carry or possession of a ﬁrearr%gin a school parking lot or parking facility is
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specifically limited to nonstudent permit-holders authorized under Minn. Stat. §
624.714 to carry a pistol in the interior of a vehicle or outside the motor vehicle
for the purpose of directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or
rear area of the vehicle. Any possession or carry of a firearm beyond the
immediate vicinity of a permit-holder’s vehicle shall constitute a violation of this
policy.

V. CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENT WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/
DISTRIBUTION

A.

The school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons
by students. Consequently, the minimum consequence for students possessing,
using, or distributing weapons shall include:

1. immediate out-of-school suspension;

2. confiscation of the weapon;

3. immediate notification of police;

4. parent or guardian notification; and

5. recommendation to the superintendent of dismissal for a period of time not

to exceed one year.
Pursuant to Minnesota law, a student who brings a firearm, as defined by federal
law, to school will be expelled for at least one year. The school board may

modify this requirement on a case-by-case basis.

Administrative Discretion

While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of
weapons by students, the superintendent may use discretion in determining
whether, under the circumstances, a course of action other than the minimum
consequences specified above is warranted. If so, other appropriate action may be
taken, including consideration of a recommendation for lesser discipline.

VI. CONSEQUENCES FOR WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/DISTRIBUTION BY

NONSTUDENTS
A. Employees
1. An employee who violates the terms of this policy is subject to

disciplinary action, including nonrenewal, suspension, or discharge as
deemed appropriate by the school board.

2. Sanctions against employees, including nonrenewal, suspension, or
discharge shall be pursuag% to and in accordance with applicable statutory
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3.

authority, collective bargaining agreements, and school district policies.

When an employee violates the weapons policy, law enforcement may be
notified, as appropriate.

[Note: An employer may establish policies that restrict the carry or possession of
firearms by its employees while acting in the course and scope of employment.
Employment-related sanctions may be invoked for a violation. Thus, for example,
reasonable limitations may be imposed on the method of storing firearms by permit-
holding employees while at work or performing employment-related duties.
Reasonable limitations may include requiring firearms to have trigger locks and to be
stored in a locked container or locked compartment of the vehicle.]

B. Other Nonstudents

1.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Any member of the public who violates this policy shall be informed of
the policy and asked to leave the school location. Depending on the
circumstances, the person may be barred from future entry to school
locations. In addition, if the person is a student in another school district,
that school district may be contacted concerning the policy violation.

If appropriate, law enforcement will be notified of the policy violation by
the member of the public and may be asked to provide an escort to remove
the member of the public from the school location.

Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (Transportation of Firearms)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.05 (Referral to Police)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.44 (Expulsion for Possession of Firearm)
Minn. Stat. § 609.02, Subd. 6 (Definition of Dangerous Weapon)
Minn. Stat. § 609.605 (Trespass)

Minn. Stat. § 609.66 (Dangerous Weapons)

Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (Carrying of Weapons without Permit; Penalties)
Minn. Stat. § 624.715 (Exemptions; Antiques and Ornaments)
18 U.S.C. § 921 (Definition of Firearm)

Inre C.RM. 611 N.W.2d 802 (Minn. 2000)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal
of School District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501

Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 20142021

501

II1.

I1I1.

SCHOOL WEAPONS POLICY

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues. ATTENTION: This policy incorporates certain provisions of the Minnesota
Citizens’ Personal Protection Act (often referred to as the “conceal and carry” law).]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to assure a safe school environment for students, staff and the
public.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

No student or nonstudent, including adults and visitors, shall possess, use, or distribute a
weapon when in a school location except as provided in this policy. The school district will act
to enforce this policy and to discipline or take appropriate action against any student, teacher,
administrator, school employee, volunteer, or member of the public who violates this policy.

DEFINITIONS
A. “Weapon”
1. A “weapon” means any object, device or instrument designed as a weapon or

through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or which may
be used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any firearm, whether
loaded or unloaded; airguns; pellet guns; BB guns; all knives; blades; clubs;
metal knuckles; numchucks; throwing stars; explosives; fireworks; mace and
other propellants; stunguns; ammunition; poisons; chains; arrows; and objects
that have been modified to serve as a weapon.

2. No person shall possess, use, or distribute any object, device or instrument
having the appearance of a weapon and such objects, devices or instruments
shall be treated as weapons including, but not limited to, weapons listed above
which are broken or non-functional, look-alike guns; toy guns; and any object
that is a facsimile of a real weapon.

3. No person shall use articles designed for other purposes (i.e., lasers or laser
pointers, belts, combs, pencils, files, scissors, etc.), to inflict bodily harm and/or
intimidate and such use will be treated as the possession and use of a weapon.

B. “School Location” includes any school building or grounds, whether leased, rented,
owned or controlled by the school, locations of school activities or trips, bus stops, school
buses or school vehicles, school-contracted vehicles, the area of entrance or departure
from school premises or events, all locations where school-related functions are
conducted, and anywhere students are under the jurisdiction of the school district.

C. “Possession” means having a weapon on one’s person or in an area subject to one’s
control in a school location.

D. “Dangerous Weapon” means any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded, or any device
92
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designed as a weapon and capable of producing death or great bodily harm, any
combustible or flammable liquid or other device or instrumentality that, in the manner
it is used or intended to be used, is calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily
harm, or any fire that is used to produce death or great bodily harm. As used in this
definition, "flammable liquid" means any liquid having a flash point below 100 degrees
Fahrenheit and having a vapor pressure not exceeding 40 pounds per square inch
(absolute) at 100 degrees Fahrenheit but does not include intoxicating liquor. As used
in this subdivision, "combustible liquid" is a liquid having a flash point at or above 100
degrees Fahrenheit.

IvV. EXCEPTIONS

A.

A student who finds a weapon on the way to school or in a school location, or a student
who discovers that he or she accidentally has a weapon in his or her possession, and
takes the weapon immediately to the principal’s office shall not be considered to possess
a weapon. If it would be impractical or dangerous to take the weapon to the principal’s
office, a student shall not be considered to possess a weapon if he or she immediately
turns the weapon over to an administrator, teacher or head coach or immediately
notifies an administrator, teacher or head coach of the weapon’s location.

It shall not be a violation of this policy if a nonstudent (or student where specified) falls
within one of the following categories:

1. active licensed peace officers;

2. military personnel, or students or nonstudents participating in military training,
who are on duty performing official duties;

3. persons authorized to carry a pistol under Minnesota- Statutes §section 624.714
while in a motor vehicle or outside of a motor vehicle for the purpose of directly
placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or rear area of the vehicle;

4. persons who keep or store in a motor vehicle pistols in accordance with
Minnesota- Statutes. §§section 624.714 or 624.715 or other firearms in
accordance with §Minnesota Statutes section 97B.045;

a. Section 624.714 specifies procedures and standards for obtaining pistol
permits and penalties for the failure to do so. Section 624.715 defines
an exception to the pistol permit requirements for “antique firearms
which are carried or possessed as curiosities or for their historical
significance or value.”

b. Section 97B.045 generally provides that a firearm may not be
transported in a motor vehicle unless it is (1) unloaded and in a gun
case without any portion of the firearm exposed; (2) unloaded and in
the closed trunk; or (3) a handgun carried in compliance with §§Sections
624.714 and 624.715.

5. firearm safety or marksmanship courses or activities for students or nonstudents
conducted on school property;

6. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms by a ceremonial
color guard;

7. a gun or knife show held on school property;
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8. possession of dangerous weapons, BB guns, or replica firearms with written
permission of the principal or other person having general control and
supervision of the school or the director of a child care center; or

9. persons who are on unimproved property owned or leased by a child care center,
school or school district unless the person knows that a student is currently
present on the land for a school-related activity.

[Note: Nothing prevents a school district from being more stringent in its weapons
policy with respect to students and school district employees than the criminal law,
except that the school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of
firearms in a parking facility or parking area. Although some school districts may
choose to incorporate all of the exceptions to the criminal law, other school districts
may choose either not to incorporate some or all of the exceptions or to further limit
them. For example, a school district may choose to require written permission from
the superintendent, not just a principal, for someone to possess a dangerous weapon
in a school location. This would impose a more stringent requirement than the
exceptions to the general prohibition of having a weapon on school grounds set forth
in (Z)-to-Minnesota Statutes Ssection 609.66, Subdivision 1d (f) listed in Section IV.B.
above.. However, a school district may not regulate firearms, ammunition, or their
respective components, when possessed or carried by nonstudents or nonemployees,
in a manner that is inconsistent with Minnesota Statutes Ssection 609.66, Subdivision
1d.]

C. Policy Application to Instructional Equipment/Tools

While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons
by students or nonstudents, such a position is not meant to interfere with instruction or
the use of appropriate equipment and tools by students or nonstudents. Such
equipment and tools, when properly possessed, used, and stored, shall not be
considered in violation of the rule against the possession, use, or distribution of
weapons. However, when authorized instructional and work equipment and tools are
used in a potentially dangerous or threatening manner, such possession and use will be
treated as the possession and use of a weapon.

D. Firearms in School Parking Lots and Parking Facilities

A school district may not prohibit the lawful carry or possession of firearms in a school
parking lot or parking facility. For purposes of this policy, the “lawful” carry or
possession of a firearm in a school parking lot or parking facility is specifically limited to
nonstudent permit-holders authorized under Minnesota Statutes §section 624.714 to
carry a pistol in the interior of a vehicle or outside the motor vehicle for the purpose of
directly placing a firearm in, or retrieving it from, the trunk or rear area of the vehicle.
Any possession or carry of a firearm beyond the immediate vicinity of a permit-holder’s
vehicle shall constitute a violation of this policy.

V. CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENT WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/ DISTRIBUTION

A. The school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons by
students. Consequently, the minimum consequence for students willfully possessing,
using, or distributing weapons shall include:

1. immediate out-of-school suspension;
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VI.

2. confiscation of the weapon;

3. immediate notification of police;
4. parent or guardian notification; and
5. recommendation to the superintendent of dismissal for a period of time not to

exceed one year.

B. Pursuant to Minnesota law, a student who brings a firearm, as defined by federal law,
to school will be expelled for at least one year. The school board may modify this
requirement on a case-by-case basis.

C. The appropriate-schoolofficialbuilding principal shall, as soon as practicable, refer to the
criminal justice or juvenile delinguency system, as appropriate, a pupilstudent who
brings a firearm to school unlawfully.

CD. Administrative Discretion

While the school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons
by students, the superintendent may use discretion in determining whether, under the
circumstances, a course of action other than the minimum consequences specified above
is warranted. If so, other appropriate action may be taken, including consideration of a
recommendation for lesser discipline.

CONSEQUENCES FOR WEAPON POSSESSION/USE/DISTRIBUTION BY NONSTUDENTS

A. Employees

1. An employee who violates the terms of this policy is subject to disciplinary
action, including nonrenewal, suspension, or discharge as deemed appropriate
by the school board.

2. Sanctions against employees, including nonrenewal, suspension, or discharge
shall be pursuant to and in accordance with applicable statutory authority,
collective bargaining agreements, and school district policies.

3. When an employee violates the weapons policy, law enforcement may be
notified, as appropriate.

[Note: An employer may establish policies that restrict the carry or possession of
firearms by its employees while acting in the course and scope of employment.
Employment-related sanctions may be invoked for a violation. Thus, for example,
reasonable limitations may be imposed on the method of storing firearms by permit-
holding employees while at work or performing employment-related duties.
Reasonable limitations may include requiring firearms to have trigger locks and to be
stored in a locked container or locked compartment of the vehicle.]

B. Other Nonstudents

1. Any member of the public who violates this policy shall be informed of the policy
and asked to leave the school location. Depending on the circumstances, the
person may be barred from future entry to school locations. In addition, if the
person is a student in another school district, that school district may be
contacted concerning the ngSicy violation.
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2.

If appropriate, law enforcement will be notified of the policy violation by the
member of the public and may be asked to provide an escort to remove the
member of the public from the school location.

VII. REPORTS OF DANGEROUS WEAPON INCIDENTS IN SCHOOL ZONES

A——The school district must electronically report to the Minnesota Commissioner of

Education incidents involving the use or possession of a dangerous weapon in school

zones, as required under Minnesota Statutes section 121A.06.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 97B.045 (Transportingatien-of Firearms)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.05 (Policy to Refer Firearms PossessorReferral-to-Police)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School
Zones)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.44 (Expulsion for Possession of Firearm)

Minn. Stat. § 152.01, subd. 14(a) (Definition of a School Zone)

Minn. Stat. § 609.02, Ssubd. 6 (Definition of Dangerous Weapon)

Minn. Stat. § 609.605 (Trespass)

Minn. Stat. § 609.66 (Dangerous Weapons)

Minn. Stat. § 624.714 (Carrying of Weapons without Permit; Penalties)
Minn. Stat. § 624.715 (Exemptions; Antiques and Ornaments)

18 U.S.C. § 921 (Definition of Firearm)

Inre C.R.M., 611 N.W.2d 802 (Minn. 2000)

Inre A.D., 883 N.W.2d 251 (Minn. 2016)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to School District Buildings and Sites)
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Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502

Revised:

502

II.

Orig. 1995
Rev. 1999

SEARCH OF STUDENT LOCKERS, DESKS, PERSONAL POSSESSIONS, AND
STUDENT’S PERSON

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.|

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for a safe and healthful educational environment by
enforcing the school district’s policies against contraband.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

B.

Lockers and Personal Possessions Within a Locker

Pursuant to Minnesota statutes, school lockers are the property of the school
district. At no time does the school district relinquish its exclusive control of
lockers provided for the convenience of students. Inspection of the interior of
lockers may be conducted by school officials for any reason at any time, without
notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant. The personal
possessions of students within a school locker may be searched only when school
officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover evidence of a
violation of law or school rules. As soon as practicable after the search of a
student’s personal possessions, the school officials must provide notice of the
search to students whose lockers were searched unless disclosure would impede an
ongoing investigation by police or school officials.

Desks

School desks are the property of the school district. At no time does the school
district relinquish its exclusive control of desks provided for the convenience of
students. Inspection of the interior of desks may be conducted by school officials
for any reason at any time, without notice, without student consent, and without a
search warrant.

Personal Possessions and Student’s Person

The personal possessions of students and/or a student’s person may be searched
when school officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a
violation of law or school rules. The search will be reasonable in its scope and
intrusiveness.

A violation of this policy occurs when students use lockers and desks for
unauthorized purposes or to storg 7contraband. A violation occurs when students
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carry contraband on their person or in their personal possessions.

DEFINITIONS

A.

“Contraband” means any unauthorized item possession of which is prohibited by
school district policy and/or law. It includes, but is not limited to, weapons and
“look-alikes,” alcoholic beverages, controlled substances and “look-alikes,”
overdue books and other materials belonging to the school district, and stolen

property.

“Personal possessions” includes, but is not limited to, purses, backpacks, bookbags,
packages, and clothing.

“Reasonable suspicion” means that a school official has grounds to believe that the
search will result in evidence of a violation of school district policy, rules, and/or
law. Reasonable suspicion may be based on a school official’s personal
observation, a report from a student, parent or staff member, a student’s suspicious
behavior, a student’s age and past history or record of conduct both in and out of the
school context, or other reliable sources of information.

“Reasonable scope” means that the scope and/or intrusiveness of the search is
reasonably related to the objectives of the search. Factors to consider in
determining what is reasonable include the seriousness of the suspected infraction,
the reliability of the information, the necessity of acting without delay, the
existence of exigent circumstances necessitating an immediate search and further
investigation (e.g., to prevent violence, serious and immediate risk of harm or
destruction of evidence), and the age of the student.

PROCEDURES

A.

School officials may inspect the interiors of lockers and desks for any reason at any
time, without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.

School officials may inspect the personal possessions of a student and/or a
student’s person based on a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a
violation of law or school rules. A search of personal possessions of a student
and/or a student’s person will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness.

As soon as practicable after a search of personal possessions within a locker
pursuant to this policy, the school officials must provide notice of the search to
students whose possessions were searched unless disclosure would impede an
ongoing investigation by police or school officials.

Whenever feasible, a search of a person shall be conducted in private by a school
official of the same sex. A second school official of the same sex shall be present as
an observer during the search of a person whenever feasible.

A strip search is a search invol\éi8ng the removal of coverings or clothing from
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VII.

private areas. Mass strip searches, or body cavity searches, are prohibited. Strip
searches will be conducted only in circumstances involving imminent danger.

F. A school official conducting any other search may determine when it is appropriate
to have a second official present as an observer.

G. A copy of this policy will be printed in the student handbook or disseminated in any
other way which school officials deem appropriate. The school district shall
provide a copy of this policy to a student when the student is given use of a locker.

DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES

School administration may establish reasonable directives and guidelines which address
specific needs of the school district, such as use of tape in lockers, standards of cleanliness
and care, posting of pin-ups and posters which may constitute sexual harassment, etc.

SEIZURE OF CONTRABAND

If a search yields contraband, school officials will seize the item and, where appropriate,
turn it over to legal officials for ultimate disposition.

VIOLATIONS

A student found to have violated this policy and/or the directives and guidelines
implementing it shall be subject to discipline in accordance with the school district’s
Student Discipline Policy, which may include suspension, exclusion, or expulsion, and the
student may, when appropriate, be referred to legal officials.

Legal References:  U. S. Const., amend. IV

Minn. Const., art. I, § 10

Minn. Stat. § 121A.72 (School Locker Policy)

New Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325, 105 S.Ct. 733, 83 L.Ed.2d 720 (1985)
G.C. v. Owensboro Public Schools, 711 F.3d 623 (6 Cir. 2013)

Cross References:  MSBA/MASA Model Policy 417 (Chemical Use and Abuse)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 418 (Drug-Free Workplace/Drug-Free
School)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
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SEARCH OF STUDENT LOCKERS, DESKS, PERSONAL POSSESSIONS, AND STUDENT’S
PERSON

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide for a safe and healthful educational environment by
enforcing the school district’s policies against contraband.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

Lockers and Personal Possessions Within a Locker

Pursuant to Minnesota statutes, school lockers are the property of the school district.
At no time does the school district relinquish its exclusive control of lockers provided for
the convenience of students. Inspection of the interior of lockers may be conducted by
school officials for any reason at any time, without notice, without student consent, and
without a search warrant. The personal possessions of students within a school locker
may be searched only when school officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search
will uncover evidence of a violation of law or school rules. As soon as practicable after
the search of a student’s personal possessions, the school officials must provide notice
of the search to students whose lockers were searched unless disclosure would impede
an ongoing investigation by police or school officials.

Desks

School desks are the property of the school district. At no time does the school district
relinquish its exclusive control of desks provided for the convenience of students.
Inspection of the interior of desks may be conducted by school officials for any reason

at any time, without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.

Personal Possessions and Student’s Person

The personal possessions of students and/or a student’s person may be searched when
school officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of
law or school rules. The search will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness.

A violation of this policy occurs when students use lockers and desks for unauthorized
purposes or to store contraband. A violation occurs when students carry contraband on
their person or in their personal possessions.

DEFINITIONS

A.

“Contraband” means any unauthorized item possession of which is prohibited by school
district policy and/or law. It includes, but is not limited to, weapons and “look-alikes,”
alcoholic beverages, controlled substances and “look-alikes,” overdue books and other
materials belonging to the school district, and stolen property.
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“Personal possessions” includes, but is not limited to, purses, backpacks, bookbags,
packages, and clothing.

“Reasonable suspicion” means that a school official has grounds to believe that the
search will result in evidence of a violation of school district policy, rules, and/or law.
Reasonable suspicion may be based on a school official’s personal observation, a report
from a student, parent or staff member, a student’s suspicious behavior, a student’s
age and past history or record of conduct both in and out of the school context, or other
reliable sources of information.

“Reasonable scope” means that the scope and/or intrusiveness of the search is
reasonably related to the objectives of the search. Factors to consider in determining
what is reasonable include the seriousness of the suspected infraction, the reliability of
the information, the necessity of acting without delay, the existence of exigent
circumstances necessitating an immediate search and further investigation (e.g., to
prevent violence, serious and immediate risk of harm or destruction of evidence), and
the age of the student.

PROCEDURES

A.

School officials may inspect the interiors of lockers and desks for any reason at any
time, without notice, without student consent, and without a search warrant.

School officials may inspect the personal possessions of a student and/or a student’s
person based on a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law
or school rules. A search of personal possessions of a student and/or a student’s person
will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness.

As soon as practicable after a search of personal possessions within a locker pursuant
to this policy, the school officials must provide notice of the search to students whose
possessions were searched unless disclosure would impede an ongoing investigation by
police or school officials.

Whenever feasible, a search of a person shall be conducted in private by a school official
of the same sex. A second school official of the same sex shall be present as an observer
during the search of a person whenever feasible.

A strip search is a search involving the removal of coverings or clothing from private
areas. Mass strip searches, or body cavity searches, are prohibited. Strip searches will
be conducted only in circumstances involving imminent danger.

A school official conducting any other search may determine when it is appropriate to
have a second official present as an observer.

A copy of this policy will be printed in the student handbook or disseminated in any other
way which school officials deem appropriate. The school district shall provide a copy of
this policy to a student when the student is given use of a locker.

DIRECTIVES AND GUIDELINES

School administration may establish reasonable directives and guidelines which address specific
needs of the school district, such as use of tape in lockers, standards of cleanliness and care,
posting of pin-ups and posters which may constitute sexual harassment, etc.
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VI. SEIZURE OF CONTRABAND

If a search yields contraband, school officials will seize the item and, where appropriate, turn it
over to legal officials for ultimate disposition.

VII. VIOLATIONS

A student found to have violated this policy and/or the directives and guidelines implementing
it shall be subject to discipline in accordance with the school district’s Student Discipline Policy,
which may include suspension, exclusion, or expulsion, and the student may, when appropriate,
be referred to legal officials.

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. IV
Minn. Const., art. I, § 10
Minn. Stat. § 121A.72 (School Locker Policy)
New Jersey v. T.L.O., 469 U.S. 325 (1985)
G.C. v. Owensboro Public Schools, 711 F.3d 623 (6t Cir. 2013)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 417 (Chemical Use and Abuse)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 418 (Drug-Free Workplace/Drug-Free School)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503

Orig. 1995
Revised.: Rev. 2013
503 STUDENT ATTENDANCE

II.

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.|

PURPOSE

A. The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to
success in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities for
important communications between teachers and students, and establishes regular
habits of dependability important to the future of the student. The purpose of this
policy is to encourage regular school attendance. It is intended to be positive and
not punitive.

B. This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be
shared by the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators. This policy
will assist students in attending class.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Responsibilities

1.

Student’s Responsibility

It is the student’s right to be in school. It is also the student’s
responsibility to attend all assigned classes and study halls every day that
school is in session and to be aware of and follow the correct procedures
when absent from an assigned class or study hall. Finally, it is the
student’s responsibility to request any missed assignments due to an
absence.

Parent or Guardian’s Responsibility

It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to ensure the
student is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a student
absence, and to work cooperatively with the school and the student to
solve any attendance problems that may arise.

Teacher’s Responsibility

It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to maintain
accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study hall. It is
also the teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures
governing attendance andlg% apply these procedures uniformly. It is also
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the teacher’s responsibility to provide any student who has been absent
with any missed assignments upon request. Finally, it is the teacher’s
responsibility to work cooperatively with the student’s parent or guardian
and the student to solve any attendance problems that may arise.

4. Administrator’s Responsibility

a. It is the administrator’s responsibility to require students to attend
all assigned classes and study halls. It is also the administrator’s
responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing
attendance and to apply these procedures uniformly to all students,
to maintain accurate records on student attendance, and to prepare
a list of the previous day’s absences stating the status of each.
Finally, it is the administrator’s responsibility to inform the
student’s parent or guardian of the student’s attendance and to
work cooperatively with them and the student to solve attendance
problems.

b. In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law,
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, the students of the school district are
REQUIRED to attend all assigned classes and/or study halls every
day school is in session, unless the student has been excused by the
school board from attendance because the student has already
completed state and school district standards required to graduate
from high school, has withdrawn, or has a wvalid excuse for
absence.

Attendance Procedures

Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and
approval. When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures will be
included as an addendum to this policy.

1. Excused Absences

a. To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or legal
guardian may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for the
student’s absence from school. A note from a physician or a
licensed mental health professional stating that the student cannot
attend school is a valid excuse.

b. The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused
absences:

(1) Illness.

(2) Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.
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©)
(6)
(7)

®)
©)

(10)

(11)

(12)

A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a
close friend or relative.

Medical, dental, or orthodontic treatment, or a counseling
appointment.

Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.
Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any week.

Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm,
etc.

Official school field trip or other school-sponsored outing.
Removal of a student pursuant to a suspension.
Suspensions are to be handled as excused absences and
students will be permitted to complete make-up work.
Family emergencies.

Active duty in any military branch of the United States.

A student’s condition that requires ongoing treatment for a
mental health diagnosis.

[Note: State law provides that a school board may include other
exemptions in the school district’s attendance policy. See Minn. Stat. §
120A4.22, Subd. 12. When considering whether to add other exemptions,
school boards should consider the intent of the compulsory attendance
law, which recognizes the educational value of regular attendance and
class participation, and whether the proposed exemption is consistent
with the intent of the law.]

C. Consequences of Excused Absences

(1)

)

Students whose absences are excused are required to make
up all assignments missed or to complete alternative
assignments as deemed appropriate by the classroom
teacher.

Work missed because of absence must be made up within
____days from the date of the student’s return to school.
Any work not completed within this period shall result in
“no credit” for the missed assignment. However, the
building principal or the classroom teacher may extend the
time allowed for completion of make-up work in the case
of an extenldoesd illness or other extenuating circumstances.
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Unexcused Absences

a.

The following are examples of absences which will not be

excused:

(1) Truancy. An absence by a student which was not approved
by the parent and/or the school district.

(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with any
reporting requirements of the school district’s attendance
procedures.

3) Work at home.

4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored work
release program.

(%) Vacations with family.

(6) Personal trips to schools or colleges.

(7) Absences resulting from cumulated unexcused tardies
( tardies equal one unexcused absence).

(8) Any other absence not included under the attendance

procedures set out in this policy.

Consequences of Unexcused Absences

(1)

2)

€)

4

Absences resulting from official suspension will be handled
in accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minn.
Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56.

Days during which a student is suspended from school shall
not be counted in a student’s total cumulated unexcused
absences.

In cases of recurring unexcused absences, the
administration may also request the county attorney to file
a petition with the juvenile court, pursuant to Minnesota
statutes.

Students with unexcused absences shall be subject to
discipline in the following manner:

(a) From the first through the cumulated
une{(é:élsed absence in a [quarter or semester]| the

503-4
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(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

Tardiness

student will not be allowed to make up work missed
due to such absence.

After the cumulated unexcused absence in a
[quarter or semester], a student’s parent or guardian
will be notified by certified mail that his or her child
is nearing a total of unexcused absences and
that, after the unexcused absence, the
student’s grade shall be reduced by one increment
for each unexcused absence thereafter.

After such notification, the student or his or her
parent or guardian may, within a reasonable time,
request a conference with school officials regarding
the student’s absences and the prescribed discipline.
The notification will state that the school strongly
urges the student’s parent or guardian to request
such a conference.

After cumulative unexcused absences in a
[quarter or semester] the teacher will reduce the
student’s letter grade by one increment for each
unexcused absence thereafter (i.e. A to A-).
However, prior to reducing the student’s grade, an
administrative conference must be held among the
principal, student, and parent.

After cumulated unexcused absences in a
[quarter or semester], the administration may
impose the loss of academic credit in the class or
classes from which the student has been absent.
However, prior to loss of credit, an administrative
conference must be held among the principal,
student, and parent.

If the result of a grade reduction or loss of credit has
the effect of an expulsion, the school district will
follow the procedures set forth in the Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56.

1. Definition:  Students are expected to be in their assigned area at
designated times. Failure to do so constitutes tardiness.

2. Procedures for Reporting Tardiness

a. Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school office
for an admission slli&.
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b. Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher.

Excused Tardiness

Valid excuses for tardiness are:

a. Illness.
b. Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.
c. A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close

friend or relative.

d. Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment.

e. Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.

f. Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.

g. Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing by

an administrator or faculty member.

Unexcused Tardiness

a. An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at the
designated time class period commences without a valid excuse.

b. Consequences of tardiness may include detention after
unexcused tardies. In addition unexcused tardies are
equivalent to one unexcused absence.

Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job

Training Programs

1.

This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular activity
scheduled either during or outside the school day and any school-
sponsored on-the-job training programs.

School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted.

A student may not participate in any activity or program if he or she has
an unexcused absence from any class during the day.

If a student is suspended from any class, he or she may not participate in
any activity or program that day.

If a student is absent fron11058ch001 due to medical reasons, he or she must
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present a physician’s statement or a statement from the student’s parent or
guardian clearing the student for participation that day. The note must be
presented to the coach or advisor before the student participates in the
activity or program.

DISSEMINATION OF POLICY

Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parents at the
commencement of each school year. This policy shall also be available upon request in
each principal’s office.

REQUIRED REPORTING

A.

Continuing Truant

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a student who is subject
to the compulsory instruction requirements of Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and is absent
from instruction in a school, as defined in Minn. Stat. § 120A.05, without valid
excuse within a single school year for:

1. Three days if the child is in elementary school; or

2. Three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle school,
junior high school, or high school.

Reporting Responsibility

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minn. Stat. § 260A.03
provides that the school attendance officer or other designated school official
shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail or other
reasonable means, of the following:

1. That the child is truant;

2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid
excuse for the child’s absences;

3. That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the
child at school pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 and parents or guardians
who fail to meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution under Minn.
Stat. § 120A.34;

4. That this notification serves as the notification required by Minn. Stat. §
120A.34;
5. That alternative educational programs and services may be available in the

child’s enrolling or resident district;
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That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school
personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject
to juvenile court proceedings under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260;

That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be
subject to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege
pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 260C.201; and

That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the child to
school and attend classes with the child for one day.

[Note: Where services and procedures under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A are available
within the school district, the following provisions should also be included in the

policy.]

C. Habitual Truant

1.

Legal References:

A habitual truant is a child under the age of 17 years who is absent from
attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days per
school year if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class
periods on seven school days per school year if the child is in middle
school, junior high school, or high school, or a child who is 17 years of
age who is absent from attendance at school without lawful excuse for one
or more class periods on seven school days per school year and who has
not lawfully withdrawn from school.

A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child and

the child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and procedures,
under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A.

Minn. Stat. § 120A.05 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is a
Continuing Truant)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, Subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of Protection or
Services or Neglected and in Foster Care)

Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565, 95 S.Ct. 729 (1975)

Slocum v. Holton Board of Education, 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct.

1988) o
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Cross References:

Campbell v. Board of Education of New Milford, 475 A.2d 289 (Conn.

1984)
Hamer v. Board of Education of Township High School District No. 113,

66 Ill. App.3d 7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978)

Gutierrez v. School District R-1, 585 P.2d 935 (Co. Ct. App. 1978)
Knight v. Board of Education, 38 11l. App. 3d 603, 348 N.E.2d 299 (1976)
Dorsey v. Bale, 521 S.W.2d 76 (Ky. 1975)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

PURPOSE

A. The school board believes that regular school attendance is directly related to success
in academic work, benefits students socially, provides opportunities for important
communications between teachers and students, and establishes regular habits of
dependability important to the future of the student. The purpose of this policy is to
encourage regular school attendance. It is intended to be positive and not punitive.

B. This policy also recognizes that class attendance is a joint responsibility to be shared by
the student, parent or guardian, teacher, and administrators. This policy will assist
students in attending class.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Responsibilities

1.

Student’s Responsibility

It is the student’s right to be in school. It is also the student’s responsibility to
attend all assigned classes and study halls every day that school is in session
and to be aware of and follow the correct procedures when absent from an
assigned class or study hall. Finally, it is the student’s responsibility to request
any missed assignments due to an absence.

Parent or Guardian’s Responsibility

It is the responsibility of the student’s parent or guardian to ensure the student
is attending school, to inform the school in the event of a student absence, and
to work cooperatively with the school and the student to solve any attendance
problems that may arise.

Teacher’s Responsibility

It is the teacher’s responsibility to take daily attendance and to maintain
accurate attendance records in each assigned class and study hall. It is also the
teacher’s responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing attendance
and to apply these procedures uniformly. It is also the teacher’s responsibility
to provide any student who has been absent with any missed assignments upon
request. Finally, it is the teacher’s responsibility to work cooperatively with the
student’s parent or guardian and the student to solve any attendance problems
that may arise.

Administrator’s Responsibility

a. It is the administrator’s responsibility to require students to attend all
assigned classes and study halls. It is also the administrator’s
112
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responsibility to be familiar with all procedures governing attendance
and to apply these procedures uniformly to all students, to maintain
accurate records on student attendance, and to prepare a list of the
previous day’s absences stating the status of each. Finally, it is the
administrator’s responsibility to inform the student’s parent or guardian
of the student’s attendance and to work cooperatively with them and
the student to solve attendance problems.

In accordance with the Minnesota Compulsory Instruction Law,
Minnesota Statutes §section 120A.22, the students of the school district
are REQUIRED to attend all assigned classes and/or study halls every
day school is in session, unless the student has been excused by the
school board from attendance because the student has already
completed state and school district standards required to graduate from
high school, has withdrawn, or has a valid excuse for absence.

Attendance Procedures

Attendance procedures shall be presented to the school board for review and approval.
When approved by the school board, the attendance procedures will be included as an
addendum to this policy.

1. Excused Absences

To be considered an excused absence, the student’s parent or legal
guardian may be asked to verify, in writing, the reason for the student’s
absence from school. A note from a physician or a licensed mental
health professional stating that the student cannot attend school is a
valid excuse.

The following reasons shall be sufficient to constitute excused absences:

(1) Iliness.
(2) Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.
(3) A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close

friend or relative.

4) Medical, dental, or orthodontic treatment, or a counseling
appointment.

(5) Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.

(6) Religious instruction not to exceed three hours in any week.
(7) Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.
(8) Official school field trip or other school-sponsored outing.

(9) Removal ofligstudent pursuant to a suspension. Suspensions
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are to be handled as excused absences and students will be
permitted to complete make-up work.

(10) Family emergencies.
(11)  Active duty in any military branch of the United States.

(12) A student’s condition that requires ongoing treatment for a
mental health diagnosis.

[Note: State law provides that a school board may include other
exemptions in the school district’s attendance policy. See Minnesota.
Statutes §section 120A.22, Ssubdivision. 12. When considering
whether to add other exemptions, school boards should consider the
intent of the compulsory attendance law, which recognizes the
educational value of regular attendance and class participation, and
whether the proposed exemption is consistent with the intent of the
law.]

C. Consequences of Excused Absences

(1) Students whose absences are excused are required to make up
all assignments missed or to complete alternative assignments
as deemed appropriate by the classroom teacher.

(2) Work missed because of absence must be made up within ___
days from the date of the student’s return to school. Any work
not completed within this period shall result in “no credit” for
the missed assignment. However, the building principal or the
classroom teacher may extend the time allowed for completion
of make-up work in the case of an extended illness or other
extenuating circumstances.

Unexcused Absences

a. The following are examples of absences which will not be excused:

(1) Truancy. An absence by a student which was not approved by
the parent and/or the school district.

(2) Any absence in which the student failed to comply with any
reporting requirements of the school district’'s attendance
procedures.

(3) Work at home.

4) Work at a business, except under a school-sponsored work
release program.

(5) Vacations with family.

(6) Personal trips to schools or colleges.
(7) Absences resulting from cumulated unexcused tardies (
tardies equal one unexcused absence).
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(8)

Any other absence not included under the attendance
procedures set out in this policy.

Consequences of Unexcused Absences

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Absences resulting from official suspension will be handled in
accordance with the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota-
Statutes sections-—§§ 121A.40-121A.56.

Days during which a student is suspended from school shall not
be counted in a student’s total cumulated unexcused absences.

In cases of recurring unexcused absences, the administration
may also request the county attorney to file a petition with the
juvenile court, pursuant to Minnesota statutes.

Students with unexcused absences shall be subject to discipline
in the following manner:

(a) From the first through the cumulated unexcused
absence in a [quarter or semester] the student will not
be allowed to make up work missed due to such
absence.

(b) After the cumulated unexcused absence in a
[quarter or semester], a student’s parent or guardian
will be notified by certified mail that his or her child is
nearing a total of unexcused absences and that,
after the unexcused absence, the student’s grade
shall be reduced by one increment for each unexcused
absence thereafter.

() After such notification, the student or his or her parent
or guardian may, within a reasonable time, request a
conference with school officials regarding the student’s
absences and the prescribed discipline. The notification
will state that the school strongly urges the student’s
parent or guardian to request such a conference.

(d) After cumulative unexcused absences in a
[quarter or semester] the teacher will reduce the
student’s letter grade by one increment for each
unexcused absence thereafter (i.e. A to A-). However,
prior to reducing the student’s grade, an administrative
conference must be held among the principal, student,
and parent.

(e) After cumulated unexcused absences in a
[quarter or semester], the administration may impose
the loss of academic credit in the class or classes from
which the student has been absent. However, prior to
loss of credit, an administrative conference must be held
among the principal, student, and parent.
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C.

D.

Tardiness

(f) If the result of a grade reduction or loss of credit has
the effect of an expulsion, the school district will follow
the procedures set forth in the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
Minnesota Statutes- sections§§ 121A.40-121A.56.

Definition: Students are expected to be in their assigned area at designated
times. Failure to do so constitutes tardiness.

Procedures for Reporting Tardiness

a.

b.

Students tardy at the start of school must report to the school office for
an admission slip.

Tardiness between periods will be handled by the teacher.

Excused Tardiness

Valid excuses for tardiness are:

a.

Iliness.
Serious illness in the student’s immediate family.

A death or funeral in the student’s immediate family or of a close friend
or relative.

Medical, dental, orthodontic, or mental health treatment.
Court appearances occasioned by family or personal action.
Physical emergency conditions such as fire, flood, storm, etc.

Any tardiness for which the student has been excused in writing by an
administrator or faculty member.

Unexcused Tardiness

An unexcused tardiness is failing to be in an assigned area at the
designated time class period commences without a valid excuse.

Consequences of tardiness may include detention after unexcused
tardies. In addition, unexcused tardies are equivalent to one
unexcused absence.

Participation in Extracurricular Activities and School-Sponsored On-the-Job Training

Programs

1.

This policy applies to all students involved in any extracurricular activity
scheduled either during or outside the school day and any school-sponsored on-
the-job training programs.

School-initiated absences will be accepted and participation permitted.
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I1I1.

IV.

V.

3. A student may not participate in any activity or program if he or she has an
unexcused absence from any class during the day.

4. If a student is suspended from any class, he or she may not participate in any
activity or program that day.

5. If a student is absent from school due to medical reasons, he or she must
present a physician’s statement or a statement from the student’s parent or
guardian clearing the student for participation that day. The note must be
presented to the coach or advisor before the student participates in the activity
or program.

RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE ACCOMMODATION

Reasonable efforts will be made by the school district to accommodate any student who wishes
to be excused from a curricular activity for a religious observance. Requests for accommodations
should be directed to the building principal.

DISSEMINATION OF POLICY

A.1.—— Copies of this policy shall be made available to all students and parents at the
commencement of each school year. This policy shall also be available upon request in each
principal’s office.

B2——— The school district will provide annual notice to parents of the school district’s policy
relating to a student’s absence from school for religious observance.

REQUIRED REPORTING

A. Continuing Truant

Minnesota- Statutes. §section 260A.02 provides that a continuing truant is a student
who is subject to the compulsory instruction requirements of Minnesota- Statutes-
§section 120A.22 and is absent from instruction in a school, as defined in Minnesota-
Statutes-. §section 120A.05, without valid excuse within a single school year for:

1. Three days if the child is in elementary school; or

2. Three or more class periods on three days if the child is in middle school, junior
high school, or high school.

B. Reporting Responsibility

When a student is initially classified as a continuing truant, Minnesota- Statutes- §section
260A.03 provides that the school attendance officer or other designated school official
shall notify the student’s parent or legal guardian, by first class mail or other reasonable
means, of the following:

1. That the child is truant;

2. That the parent or guardian should notify the school if there is a valid excuse
for the child’s absences;

3. That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the child
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at school pursuant to Minnesota. Statutes. §section 120A.22 and parents or
guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be subject to prosecution under
Minnesota- Statutes- §section 120A.34;

That this notification serves as the notification required by Minnesota- Statutes-
§section 120A.34;

That alternative educational programs and services may be available in the
child’s enrolling or resident district;

That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school
personnel to discuss solutions to the child’s truancy;

That if the child continues to be truant, the parent and child may be subject to
juvenile court proceedings under Minnesota- Stat-utes Chapter- 260C;

That if the child is subject to juvenile court proceedings, the child may be subject
to suspension, restriction, or delay of the child’s driving privilege pursuant to
Minnesota- Statutes. section§ 260C.201; and

That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the child to
school and attend classes with the child for one day.

[Note: Where_truancy services and proceduresprograms under Minnesota. Stattutes-
Chchapter. 260A are available within the school district, the following provisions
should also be included in the policy.]

C. Habitual Truant

Legal References:

A habitual truant is a child under the age of 17 years who is absent from
attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days per school
year if the child is in elementary school or for one or more class periods on seven
school days per school year if the child is in middle school, junior high school,
or high school, or a child who is 17 years of age who is absent from attendance
at school without lawful excuse for one or more class periods on seven school
days per school year and who has not lawfully withdrawn from school.

A school district attendance officer shall refer a habitual truant child and the
child’s parent or legal guardian to appropriate services and procedures, under
Minnesota- Statutes- chapterChapter- 260A.

Minn. Stat. § 120A.05 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.26 (Enforcement and Prosecution)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.34 (Violations; Penalties)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.35 (Absence from School for Religious Observance)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 260A.03 (Notice to Parent or Guardian When Child is a Continuing
Truant)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, Ssubd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.201 (Dispositions; Children in Need of Protection or Services
or Neglected and in Foster ¢age)
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Cross References:

Goss v. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565, 95-S.Ct.729 (1975)

Slocum v. Holton Beard. of Educ.atien, 429 N.W.2d 607 (Mich. App. Ct. 1988)
Campbell v. Board. of Educ.ation of New Milford, 475 A.2d 289 (Conn. 1984)
Hamer v. Beard. of Educ.ation of Tewnship. High Sch.eel District. No. 113, 66
Ill. App.3d 7, 383 N.E.2d 231 (1978)

Gutierrez v. Sch.eel Dist.rict R-1, 585 P.2d 935 (Co. Ct. App. 1978)

Knight v. Beard. of Educ.atien, 38 Ill. App. 3d 603, 348 N.E.2d 299 (1976)
Dorsey v. Bale, 521 S.W.2d 76 (Ky. 1975)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
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Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 504

Revised:

504

II.

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2017

STUDENT DRESS AND APPEARANCE

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to enhance the education of students by establishing
expectations of dress and grooming that are related to educational goals and community

standards.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to encourage students to be dressed
appropriately for school activities and in keeping with community standards. This
is a joint responsibility of the student and the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s).

B. Appropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing appropriate for the weather.
2. Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.
3. Clothing appropriate for the activity (i.e., physical education or the
classroom).
C. Inappropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:
1. “Short shorts,” skimpy tank tops, tops that expose the midriff, and other
clothing that is not in keeping with community standards.
2. Clothing bearing a message that is lewd, vulgar, or obscene.
3. Apparel promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors.
4. Objectionable emblems, badges, symbols, signs, words, objects or pictures
on clothing or jewelry communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or
otherwise derogatory to a protected minority group, evidences gang
membership or affiliation, or approves, advances, or provokes any form of
religious, racial, or sexual harassment and/or violence against other
individuals as defined in MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413.
5. Any apparel or footwear that would damage school property.
D. Headgear, including hats or head fzc)a/erings, are not allowed in the building except
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with the approval of the building principal (i.e., student undergoing
chemotherapy, medical situations, student religious practice or belief).

E. The intention of this policy is not to abridge the rights of students to express
political, religious, philosophical, or similar opinions by wearing apparel on
which such messages are stated. Such messages are acceptable as long as they are
not lewd, vulgar, obscene, defamatory, profane, or do not advocate violence or
harassment against others.

F. “Gang,” as defined in this policy, means any ongoing organization, association, or
group of three or more persons, whether formal or informal, having as one of its
primary activities the commission of one or more criminal acts, which has an
identifiable name or identifying sign or symbol, and whose members individually
or collectively engage in or whose members engaged in a pattern of criminal gang
activity. “Pattern of gang activity” means the commission, attempt to commit,
conspiring to commit, or solicitation of two or more criminal acts, provided the
criminal acts were committed on separate dates or by two or more persons who
are members of or belong to the same criminal street gang.

III. PROCEDURES

A. When, in the judgment of the administration, a student’s appearance, grooming,
or mode of dress interferes with or disrupts the educational process or school
activities, or poses a threat to the health or safety of the student or others, the
student will be directed to make modifications or will be sent home for the day.
Parents/guardians will be notified.

B. The administration may recommend a form of dress considered appropriate for a
specific event and communicate the recommendation to students and
parents/guardians.

C. Likewise, an organized student group may recommend a form of dress for

students considered appropriate for a specific event and make such
recommendation to the administration for approval.

Legal References:  U. S. Const., amend. I
Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 89 S.Ct. 733, 21
L.Ed.2d 731 (1969)
B.W.A. v. Farmington R-7 Sch. Dist., 554 F.3d 734 (8" Cir. 2009)
Lowry v. Watson Chapel Sch. Dist., 540 F.3d 752 (8" Cir. 2008)
Stephenson v. Davenport Cmty. Sch. Dist., 110 F.3d 1303 (8" Cir. 1997)
B.H. ex rel. Hawk v. Easton Area School Dist., 725 F.3d 293 (3" Cir.
2013)
D.B. ex rel. Brogdon v. Lafon, 217 Fed.Appx. 518 (6 Cir. 2007)
Hardwick v. Heyward, 711 F.3d 426 (4 Cir. 2013)
Madrid v. Anthony, 510 F.Supp.2d 425 (S.D. Tex. 2007)

Mclntire v. Bethel Schociléllndep. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 804 F.Supp. 1415
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(W.D. Okla. 1992)

Hicks v. Halifax County Bd. of Educ., 93 F.Supp.2d 649 (E.D. N.C. 1999)
Olesen v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. No. 228, 676 F.Supp. 820 (N.D. IIl.
1987)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 504
Orig. 1995
Revised: Rev. 2023

504 STUDENT DRESS AND APPEARANCE

PLEASE NOTE: MINNESOTA SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND CHARTER SCHOOLS ARE
NOT REQUIRED TO REVISE THEIR DRESS CODE POLICIES AT THIS TIME.

For the past year, the Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA) has engaged in a deep review of
Model Policy 504—Student Dress and Appearance.

The updates offered below reflect the key goals of permitting students to engage in their First
Amendment right to express themselves while maintaining a positive school environment in which
learning is promoted and students are protected from harm.

In updating Model Policy 504, MSBA seeks to promote and support local discussion and decision-
making. Alternative provisions are offered, such as on head wear and hats, in order to assist board
members as they create a policy that best fits their schools and their communities.

As Minnesota school districts review and revise their dress code policies, MSBA anticipates that it will
learn valuable lessons that can be shared with other schools throughout the state. The revisions
offered here are a starting point and are likely to be augmented in the future.

This model policy uses the term “dress code” to refer to the policy itself because of the longstanding
practice and community familiarity with the term. A school board can choose to use a different term,
such as “clothing,” to replace dress.

Minnesota school boards have considerable authority to decide whether to have a dress code policy at
all. Boards can choose the provisions the policy contains. School boards might choose to retain their
current dress code policy. Boards may opt to change some provisions and to keep others. Boards may
include language that does not appear in Model Policy 504.

The Minnesota legislature passed two laws in 2023 that are relevant to dress codes.

School boards may choose to engage with students, staff, parents and guardians, and others to craft a
dress code for the school district.

In light of the many local decision points that a dress code invites, MSBA decided to not attempt to
create a redline version that could be universal across the state.

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to enhance the education of students by establishing expectations
that support educational goals. Students and their families have the primary and joint
responsibility for student clothing and appearance. Teachers and other district staff should
exemplify and reinforce student clothing and appearance standards and help students develop
an understanding of appropriate appearance in the school environment.

The school board is encouraged to draft a purpose statement that reflects the school
district’s mission and goals.

The dress code provisions offered below recognize that clothing is an expressive
activity protected under the First Amendment. The policy seeks to promote fair
treatment of all students and to reduce staff time spent monitoring student clothing.
School boards may choose to adopt all, some, or none of the suggested provisions.

© Minnesota School Boards Association 2023 50423
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II.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to encourage students to be dressed suitably [or
appropriately] for school activities and in keeping with community standards.

As school boards create a school dress code, they often encounter challenges related
to subjective terms—such as appropriate, suitable, or community standards—that can
be vague and can vary from one person’s interpretation to another. School boards
may choose to provide more explicit provisions, such as are presented below.

B. A student’s clothing or appearance may not materially and substantially disrupt or
interfere with the educational mission, school environment, classwork, or school
activities. A student’s dress or appearance may not incite or contribute to substantial
disorder or invasion of the rights of others or pose a threat to the health or safety of the
student or others.

Unlike Paragraph A above, Paragraph B focuses upon potential effects upon learning,
discipline, and safety as it balances students’ right to express themselves. The
standards stated in Paragraph B draw upon the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Tinker
v. Des Moines Independent Community School District and subsequent decisions (see
Legal References below).

C. Students’ rights to choose their dress and appearance for school and school-related
activities will be protected provided that the clothing:

1. does not injure people or damage property;

2. does not materially and substantially disrupt or interfere with the educational
process or classwork;

3. does not interfere with the requirements of discipline in the operation of the
school or school activities, materially disrupt classwork;

4. does not involve substantial disorder or invasion of the rights of others.

Such clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

1. Clothing for the weather.

2. Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.

3. Clothing for the activity (i.e., physical education or the classroom).

4. Footwear that does not present a safety hazard.

5. Headwear, including hats or head coverings, are allowed provided that it does
not cover the student’s face to the extent that the student is not identifiable.
Headgear must not interfere with the educational process. Hoodies must allow
the face and ears to be visible from the front and sides and must not interfere
with the line of sight to any student or staff including while the student wearing
the hoodie is seated. Students may wear headgear for a medical or religious
reason.

Across the nation, school boards have been encouraged to reconsider rules

regarding hats and other headwear. In recent years, Minnesota school districts
have developed a range of policies regarding hats and related headgear. Some
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districts have chosen to maintain a prohibition. Others have created
grade/building specific rules. Some boards have permitted hats while
prohibiting hoods.

A school board could choose to direct school building-level administration to

work with staff, students, and others to develop building-specific rules
regarding headwear.

6. Hair, including but not limited to hair texture and hair styles such as braids,
locks, and twists.

In 2023, the Minnesota legislature enacted the CROWN Act, which adds
Subparagraph 6 to the protections under the Minnesota Human Rights Act.

C. Student clothing may not include the following:
1. Option 1: Students may not wear inappropriate clothing.

Option 2: Extremely brief garments and see-through garments may not be
worn.

Option 3: Clothing must cover areas from one armpit across to the other armpit,
down to approximately 3 to 4 inches in length on the upper thighs (see image).

. must have straps

entire area from :
armpit to armpit |
to bottom of
3-4inchlength ! % 3-4inch length
must be covered | __ '

MSBA is grateful to the Roanoke County Public Schools (Virginia) for its permission to
incorporate this image in Model Policy 504.

The previous Model Policy 504 prohibited "“inappropriate” clothing and then
presented a short list of examples. Creating a comprehensive, clear definition
of “inappropriate” clothing presents significant challenges, as does reliance
upon a small list of examples of “inappropriate” clothing.

MSBA encourages school boards to consider moving away from “appropriate”
standards to an approach that focuses upon impacts upon other students and
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the educational process. A school board may decide to focus upon the
prohibition upon clothing that "“materially and substantially disrupts or
interferes with” the educational process and related standards set out in
Article I1.B above rather than invoking a general ‘inappropriate’ standard.

MSBA understands that school boards may wish to establish expectations
regarding clothing that covers one’s body. To this end, MSBA offers some
examples a school board could adapt or adopt. Other options can be
considered.

Subparagraphs 2-4 below could be retained regardless of how a school board
chooses to proceed under Subparagraph 1.

2. Clothing (including emblems, badges, symbols, signs, words, objects or pictures
on clothing or jewelry) bearing a message that is lewd, vulgar, obscene, libelous,
or denigrates, harasses, discriminates against others on the basis of protected
class status under the Minnesota Human Rights Act, or violates school district
policies prohibiting discrimination, violence, harassment, or other harmful
activities.

Subparagraph 2 seeks to encourage understanding of the ways in which
expression through clothing can communicate messages that create harm or a
hostile learning environment for others.

3. Apparel promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors.

4. Communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or otherwise derogatory to a
protected minority group, or approves, advances, or provokes any form of
religious, racial, or sexual harassment and/or violence against other individuals
as defined in Policy 413.

The intention of this policy is not to abridge the rights of students to express political,
religious, philosophical, or similar opinions by wearing clothing on which such messages
are stated. Such messages are acceptable as long as they are not lewd; vulgar;
obscene; libelous; do not denigrate, harass, or discriminate against others on the basis
of protected class status under the Minnesota Human Rights Act; or do not violate school
district policies prohibiting discrimination, bullying, violence, harassment, or other
harmful activities.

Paragraph D confirms the right that students possess to express themselves
within the general standards established in this policy. A school board could
choose to combine this with Subparagraph 2 above.

III. PROCEDURES

A.

Enforcement of a student dress code will be approached with careful consideration and
sensitivity, with the goals of supporting students as they express themselves and pursue
their full potential, of not shaming students, and of minimalizing loss of instructional
time. When possible, dress code matters should be addressed privately with students,
should seek to determine whether factors exist that impact the student’s ability to
comply with the dress code, and should seek to address such issues.

When, in the reasonable judgment of the administration, (1) a student’s clothing or
appearance may materially and substantially disrupt or interfere with the educational
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mission, school environment, classwork, or school activities; (2) may incite or contribute
to substantial disorder or invasion of the rights of others; or (3) pose a threat to the
health or safety of the student or others, the student will be directed to make
modifications. Parents or guardians will be notified. Other consequences may be
enforced in line with Policy 506 (Student Discipline).

C. The administration may recommend a form of clothing considered appropriate for a
specific event and communicate the recommendation to students and parents or
guardians. A school district or charter school must not prohibit an American Indian
student from wearing American Indian regalia, Tribal regalia, or objects of cultural
significance at a graduation ceremony.

In 2023, the Minnesota legislature enacted the second sentence in Paragraph
C above.

D. Likewise, an organized student group may recommend a form of clothing for students
considered appropriate for a specific event and bring such recommendation to the
administration for approval.

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I
Minn. Stat. § 124D.792 (Graduation Ceremonies,; Tribal Regalia and Objects of
Cultural Significance)
Minn. Stat. § 363A.03, Subd. 36a (Definitions)
Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)
B.W.A. v. Farmington R-7 Sch. Dist., 554 F.3d 734 (8t Cir. 2009)
Lowry v. Watson Chapel Sch. Dist., 540 F.3d 752 (8t Cir. 2008)
Stephenson v. Davenport Cmty. Sch. Dist., 110 F.3d 1303 (8% Cir. 1997)
B.H. ex rel. Hawk v. Easton Area School Dist., 725 F.3d 293 (3@ Cir. 2013)
D.B. ex rel. Brogdon v. Lafon, 217 Fed. Appx. 518 (6" Cir. 2007)
Hardwick v. Heyward, 711 F.3d 426 (4% Cir. 2013)
Madrid v. Anthony, 510 F.Supp.2d 425 (S.D. Tex. 2007)
Mclntire v. Bethel School, Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 3, 804 F.Supp. 1415 (W.D. Okla.
1992)
Hicks v. Halifax County Bd. of Educ., 93 F.Supp.2d 649 (E.D. N.C. 1999)
Olesen v. Bd. of Educ. of Sch. Dist. No. 228, 676 F.Supp. 820 (N.D. Iil. 1987)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)
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Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505

Revised:

505

I1.

I1I.

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2002

DISTRIBUTION OF NONSCHOOL-SPONSORED MATERIALS ON SCHOOL
PREMISES BY STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to protect the exercise of students’ and employees’ free
speech rights, taking into consideration the educational objectives and responsibilities of
the school district.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The school district recognizes that students and employees have the right to
express themselves on school property. This protection includes the right to
distribute, at a reasonable time and place and in a reasonable manner, nonschool-
sponsored material.

To protect First Amendment rights, while at the same time preserving the
integrity of the educational objectives and responsibilities of the school district,
the school board adopts the following regulations and procedures regarding
distribution of nonschool-sponsored material on school property and at school
activities.

DEFINITIONS

A.

“Distribute” or “Distribution” means circulation or dissemination of material by
means of handing out free copies, selling or offering copies for sale, accepting
donations for copies, posting or displaying material, or placing material in internal
staff or student mailboxes.

“Nonschool-sponsored material” or “unofficial material” includes all materials or
objects intended for distribution, except school newspapers, employee
newsletters, literary magazines, yearbooks, and other publications funded and/or
sponsored or authorized by the school. Examples of nonschool-sponsored
materials include, but are not limited to, leaflets, brochures, buttons, badges,
flyers, petitions, posters, and underground newspapers whether written by
students or employees or others, and tangible objects.

“Obscene to minors” means:

1. The average person, applying contemporary community standards, would
find that the material, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest of
minors of the age to Whorrllz%istribution is requested;

505-1



2. The material depicts or describes, in a manner that is patently offensive to
prevailing standards in the adult community concerning how such conduct
should be presented to minors of the age to whom distribution is
requested, sexual conduct such as intimate sexual acts (normal or
perverted), masturbation, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition of the
genitals; and

3. The material, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or
scientific value for minors.

“Minor” means any person under the age of eighteen (18).
“Material and substantial disruption” of a normal school activity means:

1. Where the normal school activity is an educational program of the district
for which student attendance is compulsory, “material and substantial
disruption” is defined as any disruption which interferes with or impedes
the implementation of that program.

2. Where the normal school activity is voluntary in nature (including school
athletic events, school plays and concerts, and lunch periods) “material
and substantial disruption” is defined as student rioting, unlawful seizures
of property, conduct inappropriate to the event, participation in a school
boycott, demonstration, sit-in, stand-in, walk-out, or other related forms of
activity.

In order for expression to be considered disruptive, specific facts must exist upon
which the likelihood of disruption can be forecast including past experience in the
school, current events influencing student activities and behavior, and instances of
actual or threatened disruption relating to the written material in question.

“School activities” means any activity sponsored by the school including, but not
limited to, classroom work, library activities, physical education classes, official
assemblies and other similar gatherings, school athletic contests, band concerts,
school plays and other theatrical productions, and in-school lunch periods.

“Libelous” is a false and unprivileged statement about a specific individual that
tends to harm the individual’s reputation or to lower that individual in the esteem
of the community.

IV.  GUIDELINES

A.

Students and employees of the school district have the right to distribute, at
reasonable times and places as set forth in this policy, and in a reasonable manner,
nonschool-sponsored material.

Requests for distribution of nonscilégol-sponsored material will be reviewed by the
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administration on a case-by-case basis. However, distribution of the materials
listed below is always prohibited. Material is prohibited that:

1.

2.

1S obscene to minors;
is libelous or slanderous;

is pervasively indecent or vulgar or contains any indecent or vulgar
language or representations, with a determination made as to the
appropriateness of the material for the age level of students to which it is
intended;

advertises or promotes any product or service not permitted to minors by
law;

advocates violence or other illegal conduct;

constitutes insulting or fighting words, the very expression of which
injures or harasses other people (e.g., threats of violence, defamation of
character or of a person’s race, religious, or ethnic origin);

presents a clear and present likelihood that, either because of its content or
the manner of distribution, it will cause a material and substantial
disruption of the proper and orderly operation and discipline of the school
or school activities, will cause the commission of unlawful acts or the
violation of lawful school regulations.

Distribution by students and employees of nonschool-sponsored materials on
school district property are subject to reasonable time, place, and manner
restrictions set forth below. In making decisions regarding the time, place, and
manner of distribution, the administration will consider factors including, but not
limited to, the following:

1.

2.

whether the material is educationally related;
the extent to which distribution is likely to cause disruption of or
interference with the school district’s educational objectives, discipline, or

school activities;

whether the materials can be distributed from the office or other isolated
location so as to minimize disruption of traffic flow in hallways;

the quantity or size of materials to be distributed;

whether distribution would require assignment of school district staff, use
of school district equipment, or other resources;

whether distribution woull% Orequire that nonschool persons be present on
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the school grounds;

7. whether the materials are a solicitation for goods or services not requested
by the recipients.

V. TIME, PLACE, AND MANNER OF DISTRIBUTION

A.

No nonschool-sponsored material shall be distributed during and at the place of a
normal school activity if it is reasonably likely to cause a material and substantial
disruption of that activity.

Distribution of nonschool-sponsored material is prohibited when it blocks the safe
flow of traffic within corridors and entrance ways of the school, and school
parking lots. Distribution shall not impede entrance to or exit from school
premises in any way.

No one shall coerce a student or staff member to accept any publication.

The time, place, and manner of distribution will be solely within the discretion of
the administration, consistent with the provisions of this policy.

VI. PROCEDURES

A.

Any student or employee wishing to distribute (as defined in this policy)
nonschool-sponsored material must first submit for approval a copy of the
material to the principal at least 24 hours in advance of desired distribution time,
together with the following information:

1. Name and phone number of the person submitting the request and, if a
student, the room number of his or her first-period class.

2. Date(s) and time(s) of day intended for distribution.
3. Location where material will be distributed.
4. If material is intended for students, the grade(s) of students to whom the

distribution is intended.

Within one school day, the principal will review the request and render a decision.
In the event that permission to distribute the material is denied or limited, the
person submitting the request should be informed in writing of the reasons for the
denial or limitation.

If the person submitting the request does not receive a response within one school
day, the person shall contact the office to verify that the lack of response was not
due to an inability to locate the person.

If the person is dissatisfied Witl’i ?)t{le decision of the principal, the person may
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submit a written request for appeal to the superintendent. If the person does not
receive a response within three (3) school days (not counting Saturdays, Sundays,
and holidays) of submitting the appeal, the person shall contact the office of the
superintendent to verify that the lack of response is not due to an inability to
locate the person.

E. Permission or denial of permission to distribute material does not imply approval
or disapproval of its contents by either the school, the administration of the
school, the school board, or the individual reviewing the material submitted.

VII. DISCIPLINARY ACTION

A. Distribution by any student of nonschool-sponsored material prohibited herein or
in violation of the provisions of time, place, and manner of distribution as
described above will be halted and disciplinary action will be taken in accordance
with the school district’s Student Discipline Policy.

B. Distribution by any employee of nonschool-sponsored material prohibited herein
or in violation of the provisions of time, place, and manner of distribution as
described above will be halted and appropriate disciplinary action will be taken,
in accordance with any individual contract, collective bargaining agreement,
school district policies and procedures, and/or governing statute.

C. Any other party violating this policy will be requested to leave the school
property immediately and, if necessary, the police will be called.

VIII. NOTICE OF POLICY TO STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES

A copy of this policy will be published in student handbooks and posted in school
buildings.

IX. IMPLEMENTATION

The school district administration may develop any additional guidelines and procedures
necessary to implement this policy for submission to the school board for approval.
Upon approval by the school board, such guidelines and procedures shall be an
addendum to this policy.

[Note: School districts are encouraged to consider additional guidelines which reflect
varied local practices relating to this subject matter including addressing the subject of
consistency and uniformity for approving or disapproving practices under this policy.]

Legal References:  U. S. Const., amend. |
Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260, 108 S.Ct. 562, 98
L.Ed.2d 592 (1988)
Bethel Sch. Dist. No. 403 v. Fraser, 478 U.S. 675, 106 S.Ct. 3159, 92
L.Ed.2d 549 (1986)
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Cross References:

Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503, 89 S.Ct. 733, 21
L.Ed.2d 731 (1969)

Bystrom v. Fridley High School, 822 F.2d 747 (8" Cir. 1987)

Roark v. South Iron R-1 School Dist., 573 F.3d 556 (8™ Cir. 2009)

Victory Through Jesus Sports Ministry Foundation v. Lee’s Summit R-7
School Dist., 640 F.3d 329 (8% Cir. 2011), cert. denied 565 U.S. 1036, 132
S.Ct. 592 (2011)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal
of School District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

MSBA/MASA  Model Policy 512 (School-Sponsored  Student
Publications)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School
District Property by Nonschool Persons)
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Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505

Revised:

505

II1.

I1I1.

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2002

DISTRIBUTION OF NONSCHOOL-SPONSORED MATERIALS ON SCHOOL PREMISES BY
STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to protect the exercise of students’ and employees’ free speech
rights, taking into consideration the educational objectives and responsibilities of the school

district.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The school district recognizes that students and employees have the right to express
themselves on school property. This protection includes the right to distribute, at a
reasonable time and place and in a reasonable manner, nonschool-sponsored material.

To protect First Amendment rights, while at the same time preserving the integrity of
the educational objectives and responsibilities of the school district, the school board
adopts the following regulations and procedures regarding distribution of nonschool-

sponsored material on school property and at school activities.

DEFINITIONS

A.

“Distribute” or “Distribution” means circulation or dissemination of material by means
of handing out free copies, selling or offering copies for sale, accepting donations for
copies, posting or displaying material, or placing material in internal staff or student
mailboxes.

“Nonschool-sponsored material” or “unofficial material” includes all materials or
objects intended for distribution, except school newspapers, employee newsletters,
literary magazines, yearbooks, and other publications funded and/or sponsored or
authorized by the school. Examples of nonschool-sponsored materials include, but are
not limited to, leaflets, brochures, buttons, badges, flyers, petitions, posters, and
underground newspapers whether written by students or employees or others, and
tangible objects.

“Obscene to minors” means:

1. The average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find
that the material, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest of minors
of the age to whom distribution is requested;

2. The material depicts or describes, in @ manner that is patently offensive to
prevailing standards in the adult community concerning how such conduct
should be presented to minors of the age to whom distribution is requested,
sexual conduct such as intimate sexual acts (normal or perverted),
masturbation, excretory functions, or lewd exhibition of the genitals; and

3. The material, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or

scientific value for minors.
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“Minor” means any person under the age of eighteen (18).
“Material and substantial disruption” of a normal school activity means:

1. Where the normal school activity is an educational program of the district for
which student attendance is compulsory, “material and substantial disruption”
is defined as any disruption which interferes with or impedes the
implementation of that program.

2. Where the normal school activity is voluntary in nature (including school
athletic events, school plays and concerts, and lunch periods) “material and
substantial disruption” is defined as student rioting, unlawful seizures of
property, conduct inappropriate to the event, participation in a school boycott,
demonstration, sit-in, stand-in, walk-out, or other related forms of activity.

In order for expression to be considered disruptive, specific facts must exist upon
which the likelihood of disruption can be forecast including past experience in the
school, current events influencing student activities and behavior, and instances of
actual or threatened disruption relating to the written material in question.

“School activities” means any activity sponsored by the school including, but not
limited to, classroom work, library activities, physical education classes, official
assemblies and other similar gatherings, school athletic contests, band concerts,
school plays and other theatrical productions, and in-school lunch periods.

“Libelous” is a false and unprivileged statement about a specific individual that tends
to harm the individual’s reputation or to lower that individual in the esteem of the
community.

IvV. GUIDELINES

A.

Students and employees of the school district have the right to distribute, at
reasonable times and places as set forth in this policy, and in a reasonable manner,
nonschool-sponsored material.

Requests for distribution of nonschool-sponsored material will be reviewed by the
administration on a case-by-case basis. However, distribution of the materials listed
below is always prohibited. Material is prohibited that:

1. is obscene to minors;
2. is libelous or slanderous;
3. is pervasively indecent or vulgar or contains any indecent or vulgar language

or representations, with a determination made as to the appropriateness of
the material for the age level of students to which it is intended;

4. advertises or promotes any product or service not permitted to minors by law;
5. advocates violence or other illegal conduct;
6. constitutes insulting or fighting words, the very expression of which injures or

harasses other people (e.g., threats of violence, defamation of character or of

a person’s race, religious, or ethnic origin);
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7. presents a clear and present likelihood that, either because of its content or
the manner of distribution, it will cause a material and substantial disruption of
the proper and orderly operation and discipline of the school or school
activities, will cause the commission of unlawful acts or the violation of lawful
school regulations.

Distribution by students and employees of nonschool-sponsored materials on school
district property are subject to reasonable time, place, and manner restrictions set
forth below. In making decisions regarding the time, place, and manner of
distribution, the administration will consider factors including, but not limited to, the
following:

1. whether the material is educationally related;

2. the extent to which distribution is likely to cause disruption of or interference
with the school district’s educational objectives, discipline, or school activities;

3. whether the materials can be distributed from the office or other isolated
location so as to minimize disruption of traffic flow in hallways;

4. the quantity or size of materials to be distributed;

5. whether distribution would require assignment of school district staff, use of
school district equipment, or other resources;

6. whether distribution would require that nonschool persons be present on the
school grounds;

7. whether the materials are a solicitation for goods or services not requested by
the recipients.

V. TIME, PLACE, AND MANNER OF DISTRIBUTION

A.

No nonschool-sponsored material shall be distributed during and at the place of a
normal school activity if it is reasonably likely to cause a material and substantial
disruption of that activity.

Distribution of nonschool-sponsored material is prohibited when it blocks the safe flow
of traffic within corridors and entrance ways of the school, and school parking lots.
Distribution shall not impede entrance to or exit from school premises in any way.

No one shall coerce a student or staff member to accept any publication.

The time, place, and manner of distribution will be solely within the discretion of the
administration, consistent with the provisions of this policy.

VI. PROCEDURES

A.

Any student or employee wishing to distribute (as defined in this policy) nonschool-
sponsored material must first submit for approval a copy of the material to the
principal at least 24 hours in advance of desired distribution time, together with the
following information:

1. Name and phone number of the person submitting the request and, if a
136
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VII.

VIII.

IX.

student, the room number of his or her first-period class.

2. Date(s) and time(s) of day intended for distribution.
3. Location where material will be distributed.
4, If material is intended for students, the grade(s) of students to whom the

distribution is intended.

Within one school day, the principal will review the request and render a decision. In
the event that permission to distribute the material is denied or limited, the person
submitting the request should be informed in writing of the reasons for the denial or
limitation.

If the person submitting the request does not receive a response within one school
day, the person shall contact the office to verify that the lack of response was not due
to an inability to locate the person.

If the person is dissatisfied with the decision of the principal, the person may submit a
written request for appeal to the superintendent. If the person does not receive a
response within three (3) school days (nhot counting Saturdays, Sundays, and
holidays) of submitting the appeal, the person shall contact the office of the
superintendent to verify that the lack of response is not due to an inability to locate
the person.

Permission or denial of permission to distribute material does not imply approval or
disapproval of its contents by either the school, the administration of the school, the
school board, or the individual reviewing the material submitted.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

A.

Distribution by any student of nonschool-sponsored material prohibited herein or in
violation of the provisions of time, place, and manner of distribution as described
above will be halted and disciplinary action will be taken in accordance with the school
district’s Student Discipline Policy.

Distribution by any employee of nonschool-sponsored material prohibited herein or in
violation of the provisions of time, place, and manner of distribution as described
above will be halted and appropriate disciplinary action will be taken, in accordance
with any individual contract, collective bargaining agreement, school district policies
and procedures, and/or governing statute.

Any other party violating this policy will be requested to leave the school property
immediately and, if necessary, the police will be called.

NOTICE OF POLICY TO STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES

A copy of this policy will be published in student handbooks and posted in school buildings.

IMPLEMENTATION

The school district administration may develop any additional guidelines and procedures
necessary to implement this policy for submission to the school board for approval. Upon
approval by the school board, such guidelines and procedures shall be an addendum to this

policy.
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[Note: School districts are encouraged to consider additional guidelines which reflect
varied local practices relating to this subject matter including addressing the subject
of consistency and uniformity for approving or disapproving practices under this
policy.]

Legal References: U. S. Const., amend. I
Hazelwood School District v. Kuhimeier, 484 U.S. 260 (1988)
Bethel Sch. Dist. No. 403 v. Fraser, 478 U.S. 675 (1986)
Tinker v. Des Moines Indep. Sch. Dist., 393 U.S. 503 (1969)
Bystrom v. Fridley High School, 822 F.2d 747 (8th Cir. 1987)
Roark v. South Iron R-1 School Dist., 573 F.3d 556 (8% Cir. 2009)
Victory Through Jesus Sports Ministry Foundation v. Lee’s Summit R-7 School
Dist., 640 F.3d 329 (8% Cir. 2011), cert. denied 565 U.S. 1036 (2011)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 512 (School-Sponsored Student Publications)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 904 (Distribution of Materials on School District
Property by Nonschool Persons)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506

Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2019

506

I1.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE
[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these issues.|
PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students are aware of and comply with the
school district’s expectations for student conduct. Such compliance will enhance the
school district’s ability to maintain discipline and ensure that there is no interference with
the educational process. The school district will take appropriate disciplinary action
when students fail to adhere to the Code of Student Conduct established by this policy.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board recognizes that individual responsibility and mutual respect are
essential components of the educational process. The school board further recognizes
that nurturing the maturity of each student is of primary importance and is closely linked
with the balance that must be maintained between authority and self-discipline as the
individual progresses from a child’s dependence on authority to the more mature
behavior of self-control.

All students are entitled to learn and develop in a setting which promotes respect of self,
others, and property. Proper positive discipline can only result from an environment
which provides options and stresses student self-direction, decision-making, and
responsibility. Schools can function effectively only with internal discipline based on
mutual understanding of rights and responsibilities.

Students must conduct themselves in an appropriate manner that maintains a climate in
which learning can take place. Overall decorum affects student attitudes and influences
student behavior. Proper student conduct is necessary to facilitate the education process
and to create an atmosphere conducive to high student achievement.

Although this policy emphasizes the development of self-discipline, it is recognized that
there are instances when it will be necessary to administer disciplinary measures. The
position of the school district is that a fair and equitable district-wide student discipline
policy will contribute to the quality of the student’s educational experience. This
discipline policy is adopted in accordance with and subject to the Minnesota Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56.

In view of the foregoing and in accordance with Minn. Stat. § 121A.55, the school board,
with the participation of school district administrators, teachers, employees, students,
parents, community members, and such other individuals and organizations as
appropriate, has developed this policy “i%lg(:h governs student conduct and applies to all
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II1.

students of the school district.

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

A.

The School Board. The school board holds all school personnel responsible for
the maintenance of order within the school district and supports all personnel
acting within the framework of this discipline policy.

Superintendent. The superintendent shall establish guidelines and directives to
carry out this policy, hold all school personnel, students, and parents responsible
for conforming to this policy, and support all school personnel performing their
duties within the framework of this policy. The superintendent shall also
establish guidelines and directives for using the services of appropriate agencies
for assisting students and parents. Any guidelines or directives established to
implement this policy shall be submitted to the school board for approval and
shall be attached as an addendum to this policy.

Principal. The school principal is given the responsibility and authority to
formulate building rules and regulations necessary to enforce this policy, subject
to final school board approval. The principal shall give direction and support to
all school personnel performing their duties within the framework of this policy.
The principal shall consult with parents of students conducting themselves in a
manner contrary to the policy. The principal shall also involve other professional
employees in the disposition of behavior referrals and shall make use of those
agencies appropriate for assisting students and parents. A principal, in exercising
his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force when it is necessary under
the circumstances to correct or restrain a student or prevent bodily harm or death
to another.

Teachers. All teachers shall be responsible for providing a well-planned
teaching/learning environment and shall have primary responsibility for student
conduct, with appropriate assistance from the administration. All teachers shall
enforce the Code of Student Conduct. In exercising the teacher’s lawful
authority, a teacher may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the
circumstances to correct or restrain a student or prevent bodily harm or death to
another.

Other School District Personnel. All school district personnel shall be responsible
for contributing to the atmosphere of mutual respect within the school. Their
responsibilities relating to student behavior shall be as authorized and directed by
the superintendent. A school employee, school bus driver, or other agent of a
school district, in exercising his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force
when it is necessary under the circumstances to restrain a student or prevent
bodily harm or death to another.

Parents or Legal Guardians. Parents and guardians shall be held responsible for
the behavior of their children as determined by law and community practice.
They are expected to cooperaﬁowith school authorities and to participate
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IVv.

regarding the behavior of their children.

G. Students. All students shall be held individually responsible for their behavior
and for knowing and obeying the Code of Student Conduct and this policy.

H. Community Members. Members of the community are expected to contribute to
the establishment of an atmosphere in which rights and duties are effectively
acknowledged and fulfilled.

STUDENT RIGHTS

All students have the right to an education and the right to learn.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

All students have the responsibility:

A.

For their behavior and for knowing and obeying all school rules, regulations,
policies, and procedures;

To attend school daily, except when excused, and to be on time to all classes and
other school functions;

To pursue and attempt to complete the courses of study prescribed by the state
and local school authorities;

To make necessary arrangements for making up work when absent from school;
To assist the school staff in maintaining a safe school for all students;

To be aware of all school rules, regulations, policies, and procedures, including
those in this policy, and to conduct themselves in accord with them;

To assume that until a rule or policy is waived, altered, or repealed, it is in full
force and effect;

To be aware of and comply with federal, state, and local laws;

To volunteer information in disciplinary cases should they have any knowledge
relating to such cases and to cooperate with school staff as appropriate;

To respect and maintain the school’s property and the property of others;
To dress and groom in a manner which meets standards of safety and health and
common standards of decency and which is consistent with applicable school

district policy;

To avoid inaccuracies in studenltﬁlewspapers or publications and refrain from
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M.

N.

indecent or obscene language;
To conduct themselves in an appropriate physical or verbal manner; and

To recognize and respect the rights of others.

VI. CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

A.

The following are examples of unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary
action by the school district. These examples are not intended to be an exclusive
list. Any student who engages in any of these activities shall be disciplined in
accordance with this policy. This policy applies to all school buildings, school
grounds, and school property or property immediately adjacent to school grounds;
school-sponsored activities or trips; school bus stops; school buses, school
vehicles, school contracted vehicles, or any other vehicles approved for school
district purposes; the area of entrance or departure from school premises or
events; and all school-related functions, school-sponsored activities, events, or
trips. School district property also may mean a student’s walking route to or from
school for purposes of attending school or school-related functions, activities, or
events. While prohibiting unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action at
these locations and events, the school district does not represent that it will
provide supervision or assume liability at these locations and events. This policy
also applies to any student whose conduct at any time or in any place interferes
with or obstructs the mission or operations of the school district or the safety or
welfare of the student, other students, or employees.

1. Violations against property including, but not limited to, damage to or
destruction of school property or the property of others, failure to
compensate for damage or destruction of such property, arson, breaking
and entering, theft, robbery, possession of stolen property, extortion,
trespassing, unauthorized usage, or vandalism;

2. The use of profanity or obscene language, or the possession of obscene
materials;

3. Gambling, including, but not limited to, playing a game of chance for
stakes;

4. Violation of the school district’s Hazing Prohibition Policy;

5. Attendance problems including, but not limited to, truancy, absenteeism,

tardiness, skipping classes, or leaving school grounds without permission;

6. Violation of the school district’s Student Attendance Policy;
7. Opposition to authority using physical force or violence;
8. Using, possessing, or iljlsétributing tobacco, tobacco-related devices,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

electronic cigarettes, or tobacco paraphernalia in violation of the school
district’s Tobacco-Free Environment; Possession and Use of Tobacco,
Tobacco-Related Devices, and Electronic Delivery Devices Policy;

Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of alcohol or
other intoxicating substances or look-alike substances;

Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of narcotics,
drugs, or other controlled substances (except as prescribed by a physician),
or look-alike substances (these prohibitions include medical marijuana or
medical cannabis, even when prescribed by a physician, and one student
sharing prescription medication with another student);

Using, possessing, or distributing items or articles that are illegal or
harmful to persons or property including, but not limited to, drug
paraphernalia;

Using, possessing, or distributing weapons, or look-alike weapons or other
dangerous objects;

Violation of the school district’s Weapons Policy;
Violation of the school district’s Violence Prevention Policy;

Possession of ammunition including, but not limited to, bullets or other
projectiles designed to be used in or as a weapon;

Possession, use, or distribution of explosives or any compound or mixture,
the primary or common purpose or intended use of which is to function as
an explosive;

Possession, use, or distribution of fireworks or any substance or
combination of substances or article prepared for the purpose of producing
a visible or an audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration or
detonation;

Using an ignition device, including a butane or disposable lighter or
matches, inside an educational building and under circumstances where
there is a risk of fire, except where the device is used in a manner
authorized by the school;

Violation of any local, state, or federal law as appropriate;

Acts disruptive of the educational process, including, but not limited to,
disobedience, disruptive or disrespectful behavior, defiance of authority,
cheating, insolence, insuti(zlr:))dination, failure to identify oneself, improper
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

activation of fire alarms, or bomb threats;

Violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable Use and Safety
Policy;

Possession of nuisance devices or objects which cause distractions and
may facilitate cheating including, but not limited to, pagers, radios, and
phones, including picture phones;

Violation of school bus or transportation rules or the school district’s
Student Transportation Safety Policy;

Violation of parking or school traffic rules and regulations, including, but
not limited to, driving on school property in such a manner as to endanger
persons or property;

Violation of directives or guidelines relating to lockers or improperly
gaining access to a school locker;

Violation of the school district’s Search of Student Lockers, Desks,
Personal Possessions, and Student’s Person Policy;

Violation of the school district’s Student Use and Parking of Motor
Vehicles; Patrols, Inspections, and Searches Policy;

Possession or distribution of slanderous, libelous, or pornographic
materials;

Violation of the school district’ Bullying Prohibition Policy;

Student attire or personal grooming which creates a danger to health or
safety or creates a disruption to the educational process, including clothing
which bears a message which is lewd, vulgar, or obscene, apparel
promoting products or activities that are illegal for use by minors, or
clothing containing objectionable emblems, signs, words, objects, or
pictures communicating a message that is racist, sexist, or otherwise
derogatory to a protected minority group or which connotes gang
membership;

Criminal activity;

Falsification of any records, documents, notes, or signatures;

Tampering with, changing, or altering records or documents of the school
district by any method including, but not limited to, computer access or

other electronic means;

Scholastic dishonesty Wh%ﬁ& includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

school assignment or test, plagiarism, or collusion, including the use of
picture phones or other technology to accomplish this end;

Impertinent or disrespectful words, symbols, acronyms, or language,
whether oral or written, related to teachers or other school district
personnel,

Violation of the school district’s Harassment and Violence Policy;

Actions, including fighting or any other assaultive behavior, which causes
or could cause injury to the student or other persons or which otherwise
endangers the health, safety, or welfare of teachers, students, other school
district personnel, or other persons;

Committing an act which inflicts great bodily harm upon another person,
even though accidental or a result of poor judgment;

Violations against persons, including, but not limited to, assault or
threatened assault, fighting, harassment, interference or obstruction, attack
with a weapon, or look-alike weapon, sexual assault, illegal or
inappropriate sexual conduct, or indecent exposure;

Verbal assaults or verbally abusive behavior including, but not limited to,
use of words, symbols, acronyms, or language, whether oral or written,
that are discriminatory, abusive, obscene, threatening, intimidating,
degrading to other people, or threatening to school property;

Physical or verbal threats including, but not limited to, the staging or
reporting of dangerous or hazardous situations that do not exist;

Inappropriate, abusive, threatening, or demeaning actions based on race,
color, creed, religion, sex, marital status, status with regard to public
assistance, disability, national origin, or sexual orientation;

Violation of the school district’s Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored
Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees Policy;

Violation of the school district’s one-to-one device rules and regulations;

Violation of school rules, regulations, policies, or procedures, including,
but not limited to, those policies specifically enumerated in this policy;

Other acts, as determined by the school district, which are disruptive of the
educational process or dangerous or detrimental to the student or other
students, school district personnel or surrounding persons, or which
violate the rights of others or which damage or endanger the property of
the school, or which otherwise interferes with or obstruct the mission or
operations of the school 1(}1i55trict or the safety or welfare of students or
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VIIL.

employees.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION OPTIONS

The general policy of the school district is to utilize progressive discipline to the extent
reasonable and appropriate based upon the specific facts and circumstances of student
misconduct. The specific form of discipline chosen in a particular case is solely within
the discretion of the school district. At a minimum, violation of school district rules,
regulations, policies, or procedures will result in discussion of the violation and a verbal
warning. The school district shall, however, impose more severe disciplinary sanctions
for any violation, including exclusion or expulsion, if warranted by the student’s
misconduct, as determined by the school district. Disciplinary action may include, but is
not limited to, one or more of the following:

A.

e

=

P

Student conference with teacher, principal, counselor, or other school district
personnel, and verbal warning;

Confiscation by school district personnel and/or by law enforcement of any item,
article, object, or thing, prohibited by, or used in the violation of, any school
district policy, rule, regulation, procedure, or state or federal law. If confiscated
by the school district, the confiscated item, article, object, or thing will be
released only to the parent/guardian following the completion of any investigation
or disciplinary action instituted or taken related to the violation.

Parent contact;

Parent conference;

Removal from class;

In-school suspension;

Suspension from extracurricular activities;

Detention or restriction of privileges;

Loss of school privileges;

In-school monitoring or revised class schedule;

Referral to in-school support services;

Referral to community resources or outside agency services;

Financial restitution;

Referral to police, other law enforcement agencies, or other appropriate

authorities;
146
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A request for a petition to be filed in district court for juvenile delinquency
adjudication;

Out-of-school suspension under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;
Preparation of an admission or readmission plan;

Saturday school;

Expulsion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;

Exclusion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; and/or

Other disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the school district.

VIII. REMOVAL OF STUDENTS FROM CLASS

A.

The teacher of record shall have the general control and government of the
classroom. Teachers have the responsibility of attempting to modify disruptive
student behavior by such means as conferring with the student, using positive
reinforcement, assigning detention or other consequences, or contacting the
student’s parents. When such measures fail, or when the teacher determines it is
otherwise appropriate based upon the student’s conduct, the teacher shall have the
authority to remove the student from class pursuant to the procedures established
by this discipline policy. “Removal from class” and “removal” mean any actions
taken by a teacher, principal, or other school district employee to prohibit a
student from attending a class or activity period for a period of time not to exceed
five (5) days, pursuant to this discipline policy.

Grounds for removal from class shall include any of the following:

1. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an
education, including conduct that interferes with a teacher’s ability to
teach or communicate effectively with students in a class or with the
ability of other students to learn;

2. Willful conduct that endangers surrounding persons, including school
district employees, the student or other students, or the property of the
school;

3. Willful violation of any school rules, regulations, policies or procedures,

including the Code of Student Conduct in this policy; or

4, Other conduct, which in the discretion of the teacher or administration,
requires removal of the student from class.

Such removal shall be for at lelills?t one (1) activity period or class period of
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instruction for a given course of study and shall not exceed five (5) such periods.

A student must be removed from class immediately if the student engages in
assault or violent behavior. “Assault” is an act done with intent to cause fear in
another of immediate bodily harm or death; or the intentional infliction of, or
attempt to inflict, bodily harm upon another. The removal from class shall be for
a period of time deemed appropriate by the principal, in consultation with the
teacher.

If a student is removed from class more than ten (10) times in a school year, the
school district shall notify the parent or guardian of the student’s tenth removal
from class and make reasonable attempts to convene a meeting with the student’s
parent or guardian to discuss the problem that is causing the student to be
removed from class.

[Note: The following Sections C. - K. must be developed and inserted by each school
district based upon individual district practices, procedures, and preferences.]

C.

Procedures for Removal of a Student From a Class.

1. Specify procedures to be followed by a teacher, administrator or other
school district employee to remove a student from a class,

2. Specify required approvals necessary;
3. Specify paperwork and reporting procedures.

Responsibility for and Custody of a Student Removed From Class.

1. Designation of where student is to go when removed;

2. Designation of how student is to get to designated destination,

3. Whether student must be accompanied,

4. Statement of what student is to do when and while removed;

5. Designation of who has control over and responsibility for student after

removal from class.

Procedures for Return of a Student to a Class From Which the Student Was
Removed.

1. Specification of procedures;
2. Actions or approvals required such as notes, conferences, readmission
plans.
148
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IX.

F. Procedures for Notification.

1.

Specify procedures for notifying students and parents/guardians of
violations of the rules of conduct and resulting disciplinary action;

Actions or approvals required, such as notes, conferences, readmission
plans.

G. Disabled Students; Special Provisions.

1.

Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for further
assessment;

Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for a review of the
adequacy of the current Individualized Education Program (IEP) of a
disabled student who is removed from class or disciplined; and

Any procedures determined appropriate for referring students in need of
special education services to those services.

H. Procedures for Detecting and Addressing Chemical Abuse Problems of
Students While on School Premises.

1. Establishment of a chemical abuse preassessment team pursuant to Minn.
Stat. § 1214.26;
2. Establishment of teacher reporting procedures to the chemical abuse
preassessment team pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 1214.29.
L Procedures for Immediate and Appropriate Interventions Tied to Violations of

the Code of Student Conduct.

J. Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Involvement of
Parents or Guardians in Attempts to Improve a Student’s Behavior.

K. Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Detection of

Behavioral Problems.
DISMISSAL
A. “Dismissal” means the denial of the current educational program to any student,

including exclusion, expulsion and suspension. Dismissal does not include
removal from class.

The school district shall not deny due process or equal protection of the law to
any student involved in a dismissal proceeding which may result in suspension,
exclusion or expulsion.
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The school district shall not dismiss any student without attempting to provide
alternative educational services before dismissal proceedings, except where it
appears that the student will create an immediate and substantial danger to self or
to surrounding persons or property.

Violations leading to suspension, based upon severity, may also be grounds for
actions leading to expulsion, and/or exclusion. A student may be dismissed on
any of the following grounds:

1.

Willful violation of any reasonable school board regulation, including
those found in this policy;

Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an
education, or the ability of school personnel to perform their duties, or
school sponsored extracurricular activities; or

Willful conduct that endangers the student or other students, or
surrounding persons, including school district employees, or property of
the school.

Suspension Procedures

1.

“Suspension” means an action by the school administration, under rules
promulgated by the School Board, prohibiting a student from attending
school for a period of no more than ten (10) school days; provided,
however, if a suspension is longer than five (5) school days, the
suspending administrator shall provide the superintendent with a reason
for the longer term of suspension. This definition does not apply to
dismissal for one (1) school day or less where a student with a disability
does not receive regular or special education instruction during that
dismissal period.

If a student’s total days of removal from school exceed ten (10)
cumulative days in a school year, the school district shall make reasonable
attempts to convene a meeting with the student and the student’s parent or
guardian before subsequently removing the student from school and, with
the permission of the parent or guardian, arrange for a mental health
screening for the student at the parent or guardian’s expense. The purpose
of this meeting is to attempt to determine the student’s need for
assessment or other services or whether the parent or guardian should have
the student assessed or diagnosed to determine whether the student needs
treatment for a mental health disorder.

Each suspension action may include a readmission plan. The plan shall
include, where appropriate, a provision for implementing alternative
educational services upon readmission which must not be used to extend
the current suspension. A readmission plan must not obligate a parent or
guardian to provide psyctllggropic drugs to their student as a condition of
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readmission. School administration must not use the refusal of a parent or
guardian to consent to the administration of psychotropic drugs to their
student or to consent to a psychiatric evaluation, screening, or examination
of the student as a ground, by itself, to prohibit the student from attending
class or participating in a school-related activity, or as a basis of a charge
of child abuse, child neglect, or medical or educational neglect. The
school administration may not impose consecutive suspensions against the
same student for the same course of conduct, or incident of misconduct,
except where the student will create an immediate and substantial danger
to self or to surrounding persons or property or where the school district is
in the process of initiating an expulsion, in which case the school
administration may extend the suspension to a total of fifteen (15) days.

A child with a disability may be suspended. When a child with a
disability has been suspended for more than five (5) consecutive days or
ten (10) cumulative school days in the same year, and that suspension does
not involve a recommendation for expulsion or exclusion or other change
in placement under federal law, relevant members of the child’s IEP team,
including at least one of the child’s teachers, shall meet and determine the
extent to which the child needs services in order to continue to participate
in the general education curriculum, although in another setting, and to
progress toward meeting the goals in the child’s IEP. That meeting must
occur as soon as possible, but no more than ten (10) days after the sixth
(6™ consecutive day of suspension or the tenth (10") cumulative day of
suspension has elapsed.

The school administration shall implement alternative educational services
when the suspension exceeds five (5) days. Alternative educational
services may include, but are not limited to, special tutoring, modified
curriculum, modified instruction, other modifications or adaptations,
instruction through electronic media, special education services as
indicated by appropriate assessments, homebound instruction, supervised
homework, or enrollment in another district or in an alternative learning
center under Minn. Stat. § 123A.05 selected to allow the student to
progress toward meeting graduation standards under Minn. Stat. §
120B.02, although in a different setting.

The school administration shall not suspend a student from school without
an informal administrative conference with the student. The informal
administrative conference shall take place before the suspension, except
where it appears that the student will create an immediate and substantial
danger to self or to surrounding persons or property, in which case the
conference shall take place as soon as practicable following the
suspension. At the informal administrative conference, a school
administrator shall notify the student of the grounds for the suspension,
provide an explanation of the evidence the authorities have, and the
student may present the student’s version of the facts. A separate
administrative conferenceliglrequired for each period of suspension.
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10.

11.

After school administration notifies a student of the grounds for
suspension, school administration may, instead of imposing the
suspension, do one or more of the following:

a. strongly encourage a parent or guardian of the student to attend
school with the student for one day;

b. assign the student to attend school on Saturday as supervised by
the principal or the principal’s designee; and

c. petition the juvenile court that the student is in need of services
under Minn. Stat. Ch. 260C.

A written notice containing the grounds for suspension, a brief statement
of the facts, a description of the testimony, a readmission plan, and a copy
of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-
121A.56, shall be personally served upon the student at or before the time
the suspension is to take effect, and upon the student’s parent or guardian
by mail within forty-eight (48) hours of the conference. (See attached
sample Notice of Suspension.)

The school administration shall make reasonable efforts to notify the
student’s parent or guardian of the suspension by telephone as soon as
possible following suspension.

In the event a student is suspended without an informal administrative
conference on the grounds that the student will create an immediate and
substantial danger to surrounding persons or property, the written notice
shall be served upon the student and the student’s parent or guardian
within forty-eight (48) hours of the suspension. Service by mail shall be
complete upon mailing.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the student may be suspended
pending the school board’s decision in an expulsion or exclusion
proceeding, provided that alternative educational services are implemented
to the extent that suspension exceeds five (5) days.

Expulsion and Exclusion Procedures

1.

“Expulsion” means a school board action to prohibit an enrolled student
from further attendance for up to twelve (12) months from the date the
student is expelled. The authority to expel rests with the school board.

“Exclusion” means an action taken by the school board to prevent
enrollment or re-enrollment of a student for a period that shall not extend
beyond the school year. The authority to exclude rests with the school

board.
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10.

All expulsion and exclusion proceedings will be held pursuant to and in
accordance with the provisions of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
Minn. Stat. §§121A.40-121A.56.

No expulsion or exclusion shall be imposed without a hearing, unless the
right to a hearing is waived in writing by the student and parent or
guardian.

The student and parent or guardian shall be provided written notice of the
school district’s intent to initiate expulsion or exclusion proceedings. This
notice shall be served upon the student and his or her parent or guardian
personally or by mail, and shall contain a complete statement of the facts;
a list of the witnesses and a description of their testimony; state the date,
time and place of hearing; be accompanied by a copy of the Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act, Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56; describe alternative
educational services accorded the student in an attempt to avoid the
expulsion proceedings; and inform the student and parent or guardian of
their right to: (1) have a representative of the student’s own choosing,
including legal counsel at the hearing; (2) examine the student’s records
before the hearing; (3) present evidence; and (4) confront and cross-
examine witnesses. The school district shall advise the student’s parent or
guardian that free or low-cost legal assistance may be available and that a
legal assistance resource list is available from the Minnesota Department
of Education (MDE).

The hearing shall be scheduled within ten (10) days of the service of the
written notice unless an extension, not to exceed five (5) days, is requested
for good cause by the school district, student, parent, or guardian.

All hearings shall be held at a time and place reasonably convenient to the
student, parent, or guardian and shall be closed, unless the student, parent,
or guardian requests an open hearing.

The school district shall record the hearing proceedings at district expense,
and a party may obtain a transcript at its own expense.

The student shall have a right to a representative of the student’s own
choosing, including legal counsel, at the student’s sole expense. The
school district shall advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or
low-cost legal assistance may be available and that a legal assistance
resource list is available from MDE. The school board may appoint an
attorney to represent the school district in any proceeding.

If the student designates a representative other than the parent or guardian,
the representative must have a written authorization from the student and
the parent or guardian providing them with access to and/or copies of the

student’s records.
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1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

All expulsion or exclusion hearings shall take place before and be
conducted by an independent hearing officer designated by the school
district. The hearing shall be conducted in a fair and impartial manner.
Testimony shall be given under oath and the hearing officer shall have the
power to issue subpoenas and administer oaths.

At a reasonable time prior to the hearing, the student, parent or guardian,
or authorized representative shall be given access to all school district
records pertaining to the student, including any tests or reports upon which
the proposed dismissal action may be based.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have
the right to compel the presence of any school district employee or agent
or any other person who may have evidence upon which the proposed
dismissal action may be based, and to confront and cross-examine any
witnesses testifying for the school district.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have
the right to present evidence and testimony, including expert
psychological or educational testimony.

The student cannot be compelled to testify in the dismissal proceedings.

The hearing officer shall prepare findings and a recommendation based
solely upon substantial evidence presented at the hearing, which must be
made to the school board and served upon the parties within two (2) days
after the close of the hearing.

The school board shall base its decision upon the findings and
recommendation of the hearing officer and shall render its decision at a
meeting held within five (5) days after receiving the findings and
recommendation. The school board may provide the parties with the
opportunity to present exceptions and comments to the hearing officer’s
findings and recommendation provided that neither party presents any
evidence not admitted at the hearing. The decision by the school board
must be based on the record, must be in writing, and must state the
controlling facts on which the decision is made in sufficient detail to
apprise the parties and the Commissioner of Education (Commissioner) of
the basis and reason for the decision.

A party to an expulsion or exclusion decision made by the school board
may appeal the decision to the Commissioner within twenty-one (21)
calendar days of school board action pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 121A.49.
The decision of the school board shall be implemented during the appeal
to the Commissioner.

The school district shalll%ezport any suspension, expulsion or exclusion
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XI.

XII.

action taken to the appropriate public service agency, when the student is
under the supervision of such agency.

20.  The school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting
system, each expulsion or exclusion within thirty (30) days of the effective
date of the action to the Commissioner. This report must include a
statement of alternative educational services given the student and the
reason for, the effective date, and the duration of the exclusion or
expulsion. The report must also include the student’s age, grade, gender,
race, and special education status. The dismissal report must include state
student identification numbers of affected students.

21. Whenever a student fails to return to school within ten (10) school days of
the termination of dismissal, a school administrator shall inform the
student and his/her parent or guardian by mail of the student’s right to
attend and to be reinstated in the school district.

ADMISSION OR READMISSION PLAN

A school administrator shall prepare and enforce an admission or readmission plan for
any student who is excluded or expelled from school. The plan may include measures to
improve the student’s behavior, including completing a character education program
consistent with Minn. Stat. § 120B.232, Subd. 1, and require parental involvement in the
admission or readmission process, and may indicate the consequences to the student of
not improving the student’s behavior. The readmission plan must not obligate parents to
provide a sympathomimetic medication for their child as a condition of readmission.

NOTIFICATION OF POLICY VIOLATIONS

Notification of any violation of this policy and resulting disciplinary action shall be as
provided herein, or as otherwise provided by the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act or other
applicable law. The teacher, principal or other school district official may provide
additional notification as deemed appropriate.

In addition, the school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting system,
each physical assault of a school district employee by a student within thirty (30) days of
the assault. This report must include a statement of the alternative educational services or
other sanction, intervention, or resolution given to the student in response to the assault
and the reason for, the effective date, and the duration of the exclusion or expulsion or
other sanction, intervention, or resolution. The report must also include the student’s age,
grade, gender, race, and special education status.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE RECORDS

The policy of the school district is that complete and accurate student discipline records
be maintained. The collection, dissemination, and maintenance of student discipline
records shall be consistent with applicable school district policies and federal and state
law, including the Minnesota Governmelit5 ls)ata Practices Act, Minn. Stat. Ch. 13.
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XIII.

XIV.

XV.

DISABLED STUDENTS

Students who are currently identified as eligible under the IDEA or Section 504 will be
subject to the provisions of this policy, unless the student’s IEP or 504 plan specifies a
necessary modification.

Before initiating an expulsion or exclusion of a student with a disability, relevant
members of the child’s IEP team and the child’s parent shall, consistent with federal law,
conduct a manifestation determination and determine whether the child’s behavior was (i)
caused by or had a direct and substantial relationship to the child’s disability and (ii)
whether the child’s conduct was a direct result of a failure to implement the child’s IEP.
If the student’s educational program is appropriate and the behavior is not a manifestation
of the student’s disability, the school district will proceed with discipline — up to and
including expulsion — as if the student did not have a disability, unless the student’s
educational program provides otherwise. If the team determines that the behavior subject
to discipline is a manifestation of the student’s disability, the team shall conduct a
functional behavioral assessment and implement a behavioral intervention plan for such
student provided that the school district had not conducted such assessment prior to the
manifestation determination before the behavior that resulted in a change of placement.
Where a behavioral intervention plan previously has been developed, the team will
review the behavioral intervention plan and modify it as necessary to address the
behavior.

When a student who has an IEP is excluded or expelled for misbehavior that is not a
manifestation of the student’s disability, the school district shall continue to provide
special education and related services during the period of expulsion or exclusion.

OPEN ENROLLED STUDENTS

The school district may terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student enrolled under
an Enrollment Option Program (Minn. Stat. § 124D.03) or Enrollment in Nonresident
District (Minn. Stat. § 124D.08) at the end of a school year if the student meets the
definition of a habitual truant, the student has been provided appropriate services for
truancy (Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A), and the student’s case has been referred to juvenile court.
The school district may also terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student over the
age of seventeen (17) enrolled under an Enrollment Options Program if the student is
absent without lawful excuse for one or more periods on fifteen (15) school days and has
not lawfully withdrawn from school.

DISTRIBUTION OF POLICY

The school district will notify students and parents of the existence and contents of this
policy in such manner as it deems appropriate. Copies of this discipline policy shall be
made available to all students and parents at the commencement of each school year and
to all new students and parents upon enrollment. This policy shall also be available upon
request in each principal’s office.
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XVI. REVIEW OF POLICY

The principal and representatives of parents, students and staff in each school building
shall confer at least annually to review this discipline policy, determine if the policy is
working as intended, and to assess whether the discipline policy has been enforced. Any
recommended changes shall be submitted to the superintendent for consideration by the
school board, which shall conduct an annual review of this policy.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.232 (Character Development Education)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.26 (School Preassessment Teams)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.29 (Reporting; Chemical Abuse)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.575 (Alternatives to Pupil Suspension)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Reasonable Force)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.60-121A.61 (Removal from Class)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.42 (General Control of Schools)

Minn. Stat. § 123A.05 (Area Learning Center Organization)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (Enrollment in Nonresident District)
Minn. Stat. Ch.125A (Students with Disabilities)

Minn. Stat. § 152.22 (Medical Cannabis; Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 152.23 (Medical Cannabis; Limitations)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A (Truancy)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260C (Juvenile Court Act)

20 U.S.C. §§ 1400-1487 (Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004)

29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)

34 C.F.R. § 300.530(e)(1) (Manifestation Determination)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 419 (Tobacco-Free Environment; Possession
and Use of Tobacco, Tobacco-Related Devices, and Electronic Delivery
Devices)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502 (Search of Student Lockers, Desks,
Personal Possessions, and Student’s Person)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503 (Student Attendance)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored
Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety
Policy)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 526 (Hazing Prohibition)

MSBA/MASA Model P(i15i(7:y 527 (Student Use and Parking of Motor
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Vehicles; Patrols, Inspections, and Searches)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 610 (Field Trips)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 712 (Video Surveillance Other Than on
Buses)
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506

II1.

I1I1.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that students are aware of and comply with the school
district’s expectations for student conduct. Such compliance will enhance the school district’s
ability to maintain discipline and ensure that there is no interference with the educational
process. The school district will take appropriate disciplinary action when students fail to adhere
to the Code of Student Conduct established by this policy.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board recognizes that individual responsibility and mutual respect are essential
components of the educational process. The school board further recognizes that nurturing the
maturity of each student is of primary importance and is closely linked with the balance that
must be maintained between authority and self-discipline as the individual progresses from a
child’s dependence on authority to the more mature behavior of self-control.

All students are entitled to learn and develop in a setting which promotes respect of self, others,
and property. Proper positive discipline can only result from an environment which provides
options and stresses student self-direction, decision-making, and responsibility. Schools can
function effectively only with internal discipline based on mutual understanding of rights and
responsibilities.

Students must conduct themselves in an appropriate manner that maintains a climate in which
learning can take place. Overall decorum affects student attitudes and influences student
behavior. Proper student conduct is necessary to facilitate the education process and to create
an atmosphere conducive to high student achievement.

Although this policy emphasizes the development of self-discipline, it is recognized that there
are instances when it will be necessary to administer disciplinary measures. The position of the
school district is that a fair and equitable district-wide student discipline policy will contribute to
the quality of the student’s educational experience. This discipline policy is adopted in
accordance with and subject to the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes,
sections 121A.40-121A.56.

In view of the foregoing and in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.55, the school
board, with the participation of school district administrators, teachers, employees, students,
parents, community members, and such other individuals and organizations as appropriate, has
developed this policy which governs student conduct and applies to all students of the school
district.

DEFINITIONS

A. "Nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices" means policies and practices that
are alternatives to dismissing a pupil from school, including but not limited to evidence-
based positive behavior interventions and supports, social and emotional services,
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school-linked mental health services, counseling services, social work services,
academic screening for Title 1 services or reading interventions, and alternative
education services. Nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices include but are
not limited to the policies and practices under sections 120B.12; 121A.575, clauses (1)
and (2); 121A.031, subdivision 4, paragraph (a), clause (1); 121A.61, subdivision 3,
paragraph (r); and 122A.627, clause (3).

"Pupil withdrawal agreement" means a verbal or written agreement between a school
administrator or district administrator and a pupil's parent to withdraw a student from
the school district to avoid expulsion or exclusion dismissal proceedings. The duration
of the withdrawal agreement cannot be for more than a 12-month period.

IvV. POLICY

A.

V.

A.

The school board must establish uniform criteria for dismissal and adopt written policies
and rules to effectuate the purposes of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act. The
policies must include nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and practices consistent with
Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 12, and must emphasize preventing
dismissals through early detection of problems. The policies must be designed to
address students' inappropriate behavior from recurring.

The policies must recognize the continuing responsibility of the school for the education
of the pupil during the dismissal period.

The school is responsible for ensuring that alternative educational services, if the pupil
wishes to take advantage of them, must be adequate to allow the pupil to make progress
toward meeting the graduation standards adopted under Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.02 and help prepare the pupil for readmission in accordance with section
Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.46, subdivision 5.

For expulsion and exclusion dismissals and pupil withdrawal agreements as defined in
Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41, subdivision 13:

1. for a pupil who remains enrolled in the school district or is awaiting enroliment
in a new district, the school district's continuing responsibility includes reviewing
the pupil's schoolwork and grades on a quarterly basis to ensure the pupil is on
track for readmission with the pupil's peers. The school district must
communicate on a regular basis with the pupil's parent or guardian to ensure
that the pupil is completing the work assigned through the alternative
educational services as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41,
subdivision 11. These services are required until the pupil enrolls in another
school or returns to the same school;

2. a pupil receiving school-based or school-linked mental health services in the
school district under Minnesota Statutes, section 245.4889 continues to be
eligible for those services until the pupil is enrolled in a new district; and

3. the school district must provide to the pupil's parent or guardian information on
accessing mental health services, including any free or sliding fee providers in
the community. The information must also be posted on the school district
website.

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY

The School Board. The school board holds all school personnel responsible for the
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maintenance of order within the school district and supports all personnel acting within
the framework of this discipline policy.

Superintendent. The superintendent shall establish guidelines and directives to carry
out this policy, hold all school personnel, students, and parents responsible for
conforming to this policy, and support all school personnel performing their duties within
the framework of this policy. The superintendent shall also establish guidelines and
directives for using the services of appropriate agencies for assisting students and
parents. Any guidelines or directives established to implement this policy shall be
submitted to the school board for approval and shall be attached as an addendum to
this policy.

Principal. The school principal is given the responsibility and authority to formulate
building rules and regulations necessary to enforce this policy, subject to final school
board approval. The principal shall give direction and support to all school personnel
performing their duties within the framework of this policy. The principal shall consult
with parents of students conducting themselves in a manner contrary to the policy. The
principal shall also involve other professional employees in the disposition of Behavior
referrals and shall make use of those agencies appropriate for assisting students and
parents. A principal, in exercising his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force
when it is necessary under the circumstances to restrain a student to prevent imminent
bodily harm or death to the student or another.

Teachers. All teachers shall be responsible for providing a well-planned
teaching/learning environment and shall have primary responsibility for student
conduct, with appropriate assistance from the administration. All teachers shall enforce
the Code of Student Conduct. In exercising the teacher’s lawful authority, a teacher
may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the circumstances to restrain a
student to prevent imminent bodily harm or death to the student or another.

Other School District Personnel. All school district personnel shall be responsible for
contributing to the atmosphere of mutual respect within the school. Their
responsibilities relating to student behavior shall be as authorized and directed by the
superintendent. A school employee, school bus driver, or other agent of a school district,
in exercising his or her lawful authority, may use reasonable force when it is necessary
under the circumstances to restrain a student to prevent bodily harm or death to the
student or another.

Parents or Legal Guardians. Parents and guardians shall be held responsible for the
behavior of their children as determined by law and community practice. They are
expected to cooperate with school authorities and to participate regarding the behavior
of their children.

Students. All students shall be held individually responsible for their behavior and for
knowing and obeying the Code of Student Conduct and this policy.

Community Members. Members of the community are expected to contribute to the
establishment of an atmosphere in which rights and duties are effectively acknowledged
and fulfilled.

Reasonable Force Reports

1. The school district must report data on its use of any reasonable force used on
a student with a disability to correct or restrain the student to prevent imminent
bodily harm or death to the student or another that is consistent with the
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VI.

VII.

definition of physical holding under Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.0941,
paragraph (c), as outlined in section 125A.0942, subdivision 3, paragraph (b).

2. Beginning with the 2024-2025 school year, the school district must report
annually by July 15, in a form and manner determined by the MDE
Commissioner, data from the prior school year about any reasonable force used
on a general education student to correct or restrain the student to prevent
imminent bodily harm or death to the student or another that is consistent with
the definition of physical holding under Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.0941,
paragraph (c).

3. Any reasonable force used under Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.582;
609.06, subdivision 1; and 609.379 which intends to hold a child immobile or
limit a child's movement where body contact is the only source of physical
restraint or confines a child alone in a room from which egress is barred shall
be reported to the Minnesota Department of Education as a restrictive
procedure, including physical holding or seclusion used by an unauthorized or
untrained staff person.

STUDENT RIGHTS

All students have the right to an education and the right to learn.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

All students have the responsibility:

A.

For their behavior and for knowing and obeying all school rules, regulations, policies,
and procedures;

To attend school daily, except when excused, and to be on time to all classes and other
school functions;

To pursue and attempt to complete the courses of study prescribed by the state and
local school authorities;

To make necessary arrangements for making up work when absent from school;
To assist the school staff in maintaining a safe school for all students;

To be aware of all school rules, regulations, policies, and procedures, including those in
this policy, and to conduct themselves in accord with them;

To assume that until a rule or policy is waived, altered, or repealed, it is in full force and
effect;

To be aware of and comply with federal, state, and local laws;

To volunteer information in disciplinary cases should they have any knowledge relating
to such cases and to cooperate with school staff as appropriate;

To respect and maintain the school’s property and the property of others;

To dress and groom in a manner which meets standards of safety and health and

common standards of decency and which is consistent with applicable school district
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M.

N.

policy;

To avoid inaccuracies in student newspapers or publications and refrain from indecent
or obscene language;

To conduct themselves in an appropriate physical or verbal manner; and

To recognize and respect the rights of others.

VIII. CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT

A.

The following are examples of unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action by
the school district. These examples are not intended to be an exclusive list. Any student
who engages in any of these activities shall be disciplined in accordance with this policy.
This policy applies to all school buildings, school grounds, and school property or
property immediately adjacent to school grounds; school-sponsored activities or trips;
school bus stops; school buses, school vehicles, school contracted vehicles, or any other
vehicles approved for school district purposes; the area of entrance or departure from
school premises or events; and all school-related functions, school-sponsored activities,
events, or trips. School district property also may mean a student’s walking route to or
from school for purposes of attending school or school-related functions, activities, or
events. While prohibiting unacceptable behavior subject to disciplinary action at these
locations and events, the school district does not represent that it will provide
supervision or assume liability at these locations and events. This policy also applies to
any student whose conduct at any time or in any place interferes with or obstructs the
mission or operations of the school district or the safety or welfare of the student, other
students, or employees.

1. Violations against property including, but not limited to, damage to or
destruction of school property or the property of others, failure to compensate
for damage or destruction of such property, arson, breaking and entering, theft,
robbery, possession of stolen property, extortion, trespassing, unauthorized
usage, or vandalism;

2. The use of profanity or obscene language, or the possession of obscene
materials;

3. Gambling, including, but not limited to, playing a game of chance for stakes;

4. Violation of the school district’s Hazing Prohibition Policy;

5. Attendance problems including, but not limited to, truancy, absenteeism,

tardiness, skipping classes, or leaving school grounds without permission;

6. Violation of the school district’s Student Attendance Policy;
7. Opposition to authority using physical force or violence;
8. Using, possessing, or distributing tobacco, tobacco-related devices, electronic

cigarettes, or tobacco paraphernalia in violation of the school district’s Tobacco-
Free Environment; Possession and Use of Tobacco, Tobacco-Related Devices,
and Electronic Delivery Devices Policy;

9. Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to

another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of alcohol or other
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

intoxicating substances or look-alike substances;

Using, possessing, distributing, intending to distribute, making a request to
another person for (solicitation), or being under the influence of narcotics,
drugs, or other controlled substances (except as prescribed by a physician), or
look-alike substances (these prohibitions include medical marijuana or medical
cannabis, even when prescribed by a physician, and one student sharing
prescription medication with another student);

Using, possessing, or distributing items or articles that are illegal or harmful to
persons or property including, but not limited to, drug paraphernalia;

Using, possessing, or distributing weapons, or look-alike weapons or other
dangerous objects;

Violation of the school district’s Weapons Policy;
Violation of the school district’s Violence Prevention Policy;

Possession of ammunition including, but not limited to, bullets or other
projectiles designed to be used in or as a weapon;

Possession, use, or distribution of explosives or any compound or mixture, the
primary or common purpose or intended use of which is to function as an
explosive;

Possession, use, or distribution of fireworks or any substance or combination of
substances or article prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or an
audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration or detonation;

Using an ignition device, including a butane or disposable lighter or matches,
inside an educational building and under circumstances where there is a risk of
fire, except where the device is used in a manner authorized by the school;

Violation of any local, state, or federal law as appropriate;

Acts disruptive of the educational process, including, but not limited to,
disobedience, disruptive or disrespectful behavior, defiance of authority,
cheating, insolence, insubordination, failure to identify oneself, improper
activation of fire alarms, or bomb threats;

Violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy;

Use of a cell phone in violation of the school district’s Internet Acceptable Use
and Safety Policy;

Violation of school bus or transportation rules or the school district's Student
Transportation Safety Policy;

Violation of parking or school traffic rules and regulations, including, but not
limited to, driving on school property in such a manner as to endanger persons
or property;

Violation of directives or guidelines relating to lockers or improperly gaining

access to a school locker;
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Violation of the school district’'s Search of Student Lockers, Desks, Personal
Possessions, and Student’s Person Policy;

Violation of the school district’'s Student Use and Parking of Motor Vehicles;
Patrols, Inspections, and Searches Policy;

Possession or distribution of slanderous, libelous, or pornographic materials;
Violation of the school district’s Bullying Prohibition Policy;

Student attire or personal grooming which creates a danger to health or safety
or creates a disruption to the educational process, including clothing which bears
a message which is lewd, vulgar, or obscene, apparel promoting products or
activities that are illegal for use by minors, or clothing containing objectionable
emblems, signs, words, objects, or pictures communicating a message that is
racist, sexist, or otherwise derogatory to a protected minority group or which
connotes gang membership;

Criminal activity;
Falsification of any records, documents, notes, or signatures;

Tampering with, changing, or altering records or documents of the school district
by any method including, but not limited to, computer access or other electronic
means;

Scholastic dishonesty which includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a school
assignment or test, plagiarism, or collusion, including the use of picture phones
or other technology to accomplish this end;

Impertinent or disrespectful words, symbols, acronyms, or language, whether
oral or written, related to teachers or other school district personnel;

Violation of the school district’s Harassment and Violence Policy;

Actions, including fighting or any other assaultive behavior, which causes or
could cause injury to the student or other persons or which otherwise endangers
the health, safety, or welfare of teachers, students, other school district
personnel, or other persons;

Committing an act which inflicts great bodily harm upon another person, even
though accidental or a result of poor judgment;

Violations against persons, including, but not limited to, assault or threatened
assault, fighting, harassment, interference or obstruction, attack with a weapon,
or look-alike weapon, sexual assault, illegal or inappropriate sexual conduct, or
indecent exposure;

Verbal assaults or verbally abusive behavior including, but not limited to, use of
words, symbols, acronyms, or language, whether oral or written, that are
discriminatory, abusive, obscene, threatening, intimidating, degrading to other
people, or threatening to school property;

Physical or verbal threats including, but not limited to, the staging or reporting
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IX.

of dangerous or hazardous situations that do not exist;

42. Inappropriate, abusive, threatening, or demeaning actions based on race, color,
creed, religion, sex, marital status, status with regard to public assistance,
disability, national origin, or sexual orientation;

43. Violation of the school district’s Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials
on School Premises by Students and Employees Policy;

44, Violation of the school district’s one-to-one device rules and regulations;

45. Violation of school rules, regulations, policies, or procedures, including, but not
limited to, those policies specifically enumerated in this policy;

46. Other acts, as determined by the school district, which are disruptive of the
educational process or dangerous or detrimental to the student or other
students, school district personnel or surrounding persons, or which violate the
rights of others or which damage or endanger the property of the school, or
which otherwise interferes with or obstruct the mission or operations of the
school district or the safety or welfare of students or employees.

RECESS AND OTHER BREAKS

A.

"Recess detention" means excluding or excessively delaying a student from participating
in a scheduled recess period as a consequence for student behavior. Recess detention
does not include, among other things, providing alternative recess at the student's
choice.

The school district is encouraged to ensure student access to structured breaks from the
demands of school and to support teachers, principals, and other school staff in their
efforts to use evidence-based approaches to reduce exclusionary forms of discipline.

The school district must not use recess detention unless:

1. a student causes or is likely to cause serious physical harm to other students or
staff;
2. the student's parent or guardian specifically consents to the use of recess

detention; or

3. for students receiving special education services, the student's individualized
education program team has determined that withholding recess is appropriate
based on the individualized needs of the student.

The school district must not withhold recess from a student based on incomplete
schoolwork.

The school district must require school staff to make a reasonable attempt to notify a
parent or guardian within 24 hours of using recess detention.

The school district must compile information on each recess detention at the end of each
school year, including the student's age, grade, gender, race or ethnicity, and special
education status. This information must be available to the public upon request. The
school district is encouraged to use the data in professional development promoting the
use of nonexclusionary discipline.
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G. The school district must not withhold or excessively delay a student's participation in
scheduled mealtimes. This section does not alter a district or school's existing
responsibilities under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.111 or other state or federal
law.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION OPTIONS

The general policy of the school district is to utilize progressive discipline to the extent
reasonable and appropriate based upon the specific facts and circumstances of student
misconduct. The specific form of discipline chosen in a particular case is solely within the
discretion of the school district. At a minimum, violation of school district code of conduct, rules,
regulations, policies, or procedures will result in discussion of the violation and a verbal warning.
The school district shall, however, impose more severe disciplinary sanctions for any violation,
including exclusion or expulsion, if warranted by the student’s misconduct, as determined by
the school district. Disciplinary action may include, but is not limited to, one or more of the
following:

A. Student conference with teacher, principal, counselor, or other school district personnel,
and verbal warning;

B. Confiscation by school district personnel and/or by law enforcement of any item, article,
object, or thing, prohibited by, or used in the violation of, any school district policy, rule,
regulation, procedure, or state or federal law. If confiscated by the school district, the
confiscated item, article, object, or thing will be released only to the parent/guardian
following the completion of any investigation or disciplinary action instituted or taken
related to the violation.

C. Parent contact;

D. Parent conference;

E. Removal from class;

F. In-school suspension;

G. Suspension from extracurricular activities;

H. Detention or restriction of privileges;

1. Loss of school privileges;

J. In-school monitoring or revised class schedule;

K. Referral to in-school support services;

L. Referral to community resources or outside agency services;

M. Financial restitution;

N. Referral to police, other law enforcement agencies, or other appropriate authorities;
0. A request for a petition to be filed in district court for juvenile delinquency adjudication;
P. Out-of-school suspension under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;

167
506-9



XI.

T.

u.

Preparation of an admission or readmission plan;
Saturday school;

Expulsion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;
Exclusion under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act; and/or

Other disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the school district.

REMOVAL OF STUDENTS FROM CLASS

A.

The teacher of record shall have the general control and government of the classroom.
Teachers have the responsibility of attempting to modify disruptive student behavior by
such means as conferring with the student, using positive reinforcement, assigning
detention or other consequences, or contacting the student’s parents. When such
measures fail, or when the teacher determines it is otherwise appropriate based upon
the student’s conduct, the teacher shall have the authority to remove the student from
class pursuant to the procedures established by this discipline policy. “Removal from
class” and “removal” mean any actions taken by a teacher, principal, or other school
district employee to prohibit a student from attending a class or activity period for a
period of time not to exceed five (5) days, pursuant to this discipline policy.

Grounds for removal from class shall include any of the following:

1. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an education,
including conduct that interferes with a teacher’s ability to teach or communicate
effectively with students in a class or with the ability of other students to learn;

2. Willful conduct that endangers surrounding persons, including school district
employees, the student or other students, or the property of the school;

3. Willful violation of any school rules, regulations, policies or procedures, including
the Code of Student Conduct in this policy; or

4. Other conduct, which in the discretion of the teacher or administration, requires
removal of the student from class.

Such removal shall be for at least one (1) activity period or class period of instruction
for a given course of study and shall not exceed five (5) such periods.

A student must be removed from class immediately if the student engages in assault or
violent behavior. “Assault” is an act done with intent to cause fear in another of
immediate bodily harm or death; or the intentional infliction of, or attempt to inflict,
bodily harm upon another.

If a student is removed from class more than ten (10) times in a school year, the school
district shall notify the parent or guardian of the student’s tenth removal from class and
make reasonable attempts to convene a meeting with the student’s parent or guardian
to discuss the problem that is causing the student to be removed from class.

[Note: The following Sections C. - J. must be developed and inserted by each

school district based upon individual district practices, procedures, and

preferences. School districts may consider developing and inserting
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F.

procedures identified in Sections K-N.]
Procedures for Removal of a Student From a Class.

1. Specify procedures to remove a student from a class to be followed by a teacher,
school administrator, or other school district employee;

2. Specify required approvals necessary;
3. Specify paperwork and reporting procedures.

Period of Time for which a Student may be Removed from a Class (may not
exceed five (5) class periods for a violation of a rule of conduct)

1. The removal from class shall be for a period of time deemed appropriate by the
principal, in consultation with the teacher.

Responsibility for and Custody of a Student Removed from Class.

1. Designation of where student is to go when removed;

2. Designation of how student is to get to designated destination;

3. Whether student must be accompanied;

4. Statement of what student is to do when and while removed;

5. Designation of who has control over and responsibility for student after removal
from class.

Procedures for Return of a Student to a Specific Class from Which the Student
was Removed.

1. Specification of procedures;
2. Actions or approvals required such as notes, conferences, readmission plans.

Procedures for Notifying a Student and the Student’s Parents or Guardian of
Violation of the Rules of Conduct and of Resulting Disciplinary Actions;

1. Specification of Procedures;

2. Actions or approvals required, such as notes, conferences, readmission plans.

Disabled Students; Special Provisions.

1. Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for further assessment;

2. Procedures for consideration of whether there is a need for a review of the
adequacy of the current Individualized Education Program (IEP) of a disabled

student who is removed from class or disciplined; and

3. Any procedures determined appropriate for referring students in need of special
education services to those services.
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XII.

Procedures for Detecting and Addressing Chemical Abuse Problems of Students
While on School Premises.

1. Establishment of a chemical abuse preassessment team pursuant to Minnesota
Statutes, section 121A.26;

2. Establishment of teacher reporting procedures to the chemical abuse
preassessment team pursuant to Minnesota Statutes,N section 121A.29.

Procedures for Immediate and Appropriate Interventions Tied to Violations of
the Code of Student Conduct.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Involvement of
Parents or Guardians in Attempts to Improve a Student’s Behavior.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Encouraging Early Detection of
Behavioral Problems.

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Referring a Student in Need of
Special Education Services to Those Services;

Any Procedures Determined Appropriate for Ensuring Victims of Bullying who
Respond with Behavior not Allowed under the School's Behavior Policies have
Access to a Remedial Response, Consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section
121A.031;

DISMISSAL

A.

“Dismissal” means the denial of the current educational program to any student,
including exclusion, expulsion, and suspension. Dismissal does not include removal from
class.

The school district shall not deny due process or equal protection of the law to any
student involved in a dismissal proceeding which may result in suspension, exclusion or
expulsion.

The school district shall not dismiss any student without attempting to use
nonexclusionary disciplinary policies and procedures before dismissal proceedings or
pupil withdrawal agreements, except where it appears that the student will create an
immediate and substantial danger to self or to surrounding persons or property.

Violations leading to suspension, based upon severity, may also be grounds for actions
leading to expulsion, and/or exclusion. A student may be dismissed on any of the
following grounds:

1. Willful violation of any reasonable school board regulation, including those found
in this policy;
2. Willful conduct that significantly disrupts the rights of others to an education, or

the ability of school personnel to perform their duties, or school sponsored
extracurricular activities; or

3. Willful conduct that endangers the student or other students, or surrounding
persons, including school district employees, or property of the school.
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C.

Disciplinary Dismissals Prohibited

1.

A pupil enrolled in the following is not subject to dismissals under the Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act:

a. a preschool or prekindergarten program, including an early childhood
family education, school readiness, school readiness plus, voluntary
prekindergarten, Head Start, or other school-based preschool or
prekindergarten program; or

b. kindergarten through Grade 3.

This section does not apply to a dismissal from school for less than one school
day, except as provided under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 125A and federal
law for a student receiving special education services.

Notwithstanding this section, expulsions and exclusions may be used only after
resources outlined under Nonexclusionary discipline have been exhausted, and
only in circumstances where there is an ongoing serious safety threat to the
child or others.

Suspension Procedures

“Suspension” means an action by the school administration, under rules
promulgated by the School Board, prohibiting a student from attending school
for a period of no more than ten (10) school days; provided, however, if a
suspension is longer than five (5) school days, the suspending administrator
shall provide the superintendent with a reason for the longer term of suspension.
This definition does not apply to dismissal for one (1) school day or less where
a student with a disability does not receive regular or special education
instruction during that dismissal period.

School administration must allow a suspended pupil the opportunity to complete
all school work assigned during the period of the pupil's suspension and to
receive full credit for satisfactorily completing the assignments. The school
principal or other person having administrative control of the school building or
program is encouraged to designate a district or school employee as a liaison to
work with the pupil's teachers to allow the suspended pupil to (1) receive timely
course materials and other information, and (2) complete daily and weekly
assignments and receive teachers' feedback.

If a student’s total days of removal from school exceed ten (10) cumulative days
in a school year, the school district shall make reasonable attempts to convene
a meeting with the student and the student’s parent or guardian before
subsequently removing the student from school and, with the permission of the
parent or guardian, arrange for a mental health screening for the student at the
parent or guardian’s expense. The purpose of this meeting is to attempt to
determine the student’s need for assessment or other services or whether the
parent or guardian should have the student assessed or diagnosed to determine
whether the student needs treatment for a mental health disorder.

The definition of suspension under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.41,
subdivision 10, does not apply to a student's dismissal from school for ene
school-day—or-less_than one day, except as provided under federal law for a

student with a disability. Each suspension action may include a readmission
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plan. The plan shall include, where appropriate, a provision for implementing
alternative educational services upon readmission which must not be used to
extend the current suspension. A readmission plan must not obligate a parent
or guardian to provide psychotropic drugs to their student as a condition of
readmission. School administration must not use the refusal of a parent or
guardian to consent to the administration of psychotropic drugs to their student
or to consent to a psychiatric evaluation, screening, or examination of the
student as a ground, by itself, to prohibit the student from attending class or
participating in a school-related activity, or as a basis of a charge of child abuse,
child neglect, or medical or educational neglect. The school administration may
not impose consecutive suspensions against the same student for the same
course of conduct, or incident of misconduct, except where the student will
create an immediate and substantial danger to self or to surrounding persons or
property or where the school district is in the process of initiating an expulsion,
in which case the school administration may extend the suspension to a total of
fifteen (15) days.

A child with a disability may be suspended. When a child with a disability has
been suspended for more than five (5) consecutive days or ten (10) cumulative
school days in the same year, and that suspension does not involve a
recommendation for expulsion or exclusion or other change in placement under
federal law, relevant members of the child’s IEP team, including at least one of
the child’s teachers, shall meet and determine the extent to which the child
needs services in order to continue to participate in the general education
curriculum, although in another setting, and to progress toward meeting the
goals in the child’s IEP. That meeting must occur as soon as possible, but no
more than ten (10) days after the sixth (6%) consecutive day of suspension or
the tenth (10th) cumulative day of suspension has elapsed.

Alternative education services must be provided to a pupil who is suspended for
more than five (5) consecutive school days. Alternative educational services
may include, but are not limited to, special tutoring, modified curriculum,
modified instruction, other modifications or adaptations, instruction through
electronic media, special education services as indicated by appropriate
assessments, homebound instruction, supervised homework, or enrollment in
another district or in an alternative learning center under Minnesota Statutes,
section 123A.05 selected to allow the student to progress toward meeting
graduation standards under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.02, although in a
different setting.

The school administration shall not suspend a student from school without an
informal administrative conference with the student. The informal
administrative conference shall take place before the suspension, except where
it appears that the student will create an immediate and substantial danger to
self or to surrounding persons or property, in which case the conference shall
take place as soon as practicable following the suspension. At the informal
administrative conference, a school administrator shall notify the student of the
grounds for the suspension, provide an explanation of the evidence the
authorities have, and the student may present the student’s version of the facts.
A separate administrative conference is required for each period of suspension.

After school administration notifies a student of the grounds for suspension,
school administration may, instead of imposing the suspension, do one or more
of the following:

172
506-14



10.

11.

12.

a. strongly encourage a parent or guardian of the student to attend school
with the student for one day;

b. assign the student to attend school on Saturday as supervised by the
principal or the principal’s designee; and

C. petition the juvenile court that the student is in need of services under
Minnesota Statutes chapter 260C.

A written notice containing the grounds for suspension, a brief statement of the
facts, a description of the testimony, a readmission plan, and a copy of the
Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-
121A.56, shall be personally served upon the student at or before the time the
suspension is to take effect, and upon the student’s parent or guardian by mail
within forty-eight (48) hours of the conference. (See attached sample Notice of
Suspension.)

The school administration shall make reasonable efforts to notify the student’s
parent or guardian of the suspension by telephone as soon as possible following
suspension.

In the event a student is suspended without an informal administrative
conference on the grounds that the student will create an immediate and
substantial danger to surrounding persons or property, the written notice shall
be served upon the student and the student’s parent or guardian within forty-
eight (48) hours of the suspension. Service by mail shall be complete upon
mailing.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the student may be suspended
pending the school board’s decision in an expulsion or exclusion proceeding,
provided that alternative educational services are implemented to the extent
that suspension exceeds five (5) consecutive school days.

Expulsion and Exclusion Procedures

1.

“Expulsion” means a school board action to prohibit an enrolled student from
further attendance for up to twelve (12) months from the date the student is
expelled. The authority to expel rests with the school board.

“Exclusion” means an action taken by the school board to prevent enroliment or
re-enrollment of a student for a period that shall not extend beyond the school
year. The authority to exclude rests with the school board.

All expulsion and exclusion proceedings will be held pursuant to and in
accordance with the provisions of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act,
Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40-121A.56.

No expulsion or exclusion shall be imposed without a hearing, unless the right
to a hearing is waived in writing by the student and parent or guardian.

The student and parent or guardian shall be provided written notice of the school
district’s intent to initiate expulsion or exclusion proceedings. This notice shall
be served upon the student and his or her parent or guardian personally or by
mail, and shall contain a complete statement of the facts; a list of the witnesses
and a description of their tels7ti3mony; state the date, time and place of hearing;

506-15



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

be accompanied by a copy of the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes,
sections 121A.40-121A.56; describe the nonexclusionary disciplinary practices
accorded the student in an attempt to avoid the expulsion proceedings; and
inform the student and parent or guardian of their right to: (1) have a
representative of the student’s own choosing, including legal counsel at the
hearing; (2) examine the student’s records before the hearing; (3) present
evidence; and (4) confront and cross-examine witnesses. The school district
must advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or low-cost legal
assistance may be available and that a legal assistance resource list is available
from the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) and is posted on its website.

The hearing shall be scheduled within ten (10) days of the service of the written
notice unless an extension, not to exceed five (5) days, is requested for good
cause by the school district, student, parent, or guardian.

All hearings shall be held at a time and place reasonably convenient to the
student, parent, or guardian and shall be closed, unless the student, parent, or
guardian requests an open hearing.

The school district shall record the hearing proceedings at district expense, and
a party may obtain a transcript at its own expense.

The student shall have a right to a representative of the student’s own choosing,
including legal counsel, at the student’s sole expense. The school district shall
advise the student’s parent or guardian that free or low-cost legal assistance
may be available and that a legal assistance resource list is available from MDE.
The school board may appoint an attorney to represent the school district in any
proceeding.

If the student designates a representative other than the parent or guardian,
the representative must have a written authorization from the student and the
parent or guardian providing them with access to and/or copies of the student’s
records.

All expulsion or exclusion hearings shall take place before and be conducted by
an independent hearing officer designated by the school district. The hearing
shall be conducted in a fair and impartial manner. Testimony shall be given
under oath and the hearing officer shall have the power to issue subpoenas and
administer oaths.

At a reasonable time prior to the hearing, the student, parent or guardian, or
authorized representative shall be given access to all school district records
pertaining to the student, including any tests or reports upon which the
proposed dismissal action may be based.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have the
right to compel the presence of any school district employee or agent or any
other person who may have evidence upon which the proposed dismissal action
may be based, and to confront and cross-examine any witnesses testifying for
the school district.

The student, parent or guardian, or authorized representative, shall have the
right to present evidence and testimony, including expert psychological or
educational testimony.
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XIII.

15. The student cannot be compelled to testify in the dismissal proceedings.

16. The hearing officer shall prepare findings and a recommendation based solely
upon substantial evidence presented at the hearing, which must be made to the
school board and served upon the parties within two (2) days after the close of
the hearing.

17. The school board shall base its decision upon the findings and recommendation
of the hearing officer and shall render its decision at a meeting held within five
(5) days after receiving the findings and recommendation. The school board
may provide the parties with the opportunity to present exceptions and
comments to the hearing officer’s findings and recommendation provided that
neither party presents any evidence not admitted at the hearing. The decision
by the school board must be based on the record, must be in writing, and must
state the controlling facts on which the decision is made in sufficient detail to
apprise the parties and the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of
Education (Commissioner) of the basis and reason for the decision.

18. A party to an expulsion or exclusion decision made by the school board may
appeal the decision to the Commissioner within twenty-one (21) calendar days
of school board action pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 121A.49. The
decision of the school board shall be implemented during the appeal to the
Commissioner.

19. The school district shall report any suspension, expulsion or exclusion action
taken to the appropriate public service agency, when the student is under the
supervision of such agency.

20. The school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting system,
each expulsion or exclusion within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the
action to the Commissioner. This report must include a statement of alternative
educational services given the student and the reason for, the effective date,
and the duration of the exclusion or expulsion. The report must also include the
student’s age, grade, gender, race, and special education status. The dismissal
report must include state student identification numbers of affected students.

21. Whenever a student fails to return to school within ten (10) school days of the
termination of dismissal, a school administrator shall inform the student and
his/her parent or guardian by mail of the student’s right to attend and to be
reinstated in the school district.

ADMISSION OR READMISSION PLAN

A school administrator must prepare and enforce an admission or readmission plan for any
student who is excluded or expelled from school. The plan must include measures to improve
the student’s behavior, which may include completing a character education program consistent
with Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.232, subdivision 1, social and emotional learning,
counseling, social work services, mental health services, referrals for special education or 504
evaluation, and evidence-based academic interventions. The plan must include reasonable
attempts to obtain parental involvement in the admission or readmission process, and may
indicate the consequences to the student of not improving the student’s behavior. The
readmission plan must not obligate parents to provide a sympathomimetic medication for their
child as a condition of readmission.
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XIV.

XV.

XVI.

XVII.

NOTIFICATION OF POLICY VIOLATIONS

Notification of any violation of this policy and resulting disciplinary action shall be as provided
herein, or as otherwise provided by the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act or other applicable law. The
teacher, principal or other school district official may provide additional notification as deemed
appropriate.

In addition, the school district must report, through the MDE electronic reporting system, each
exclusion or expulsion, each physical assault of a school district employee by a pupil, and each
pupil withdrawal agreement within thirty (30) days of the effective date of the dismissal action,
pupil withdrawal, or assault, to the MDE Commissioner. This report must include a statement
of the nonexclusionary disciplinary practices, or other sanction, intervention, or resolution in
response to the assault given to the pupil and the reason for, the effective date, and the duration
of the exclusion or expulsion or other sanction, intervention, or resolution. The report must also
include the pupil’s age, grade, gender, race, and special education status.

STUDENT DISCIPLINE RECORDS

The policy of the school district is that complete and accurate student discipline records be
maintained. The collection, dissemination, and maintenance of student discipline records shall
be consistent with applicable school district policies and federal and state law, including the
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes chapter 13.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students who are currently identified as eligible under the IDEA or Section 504 will be subject
to the provisions of this policy, unless the student’s IEP or 504 plan specifies a necessary
modification.

Before initiating an expulsion or exclusion of a student with a disability, relevant members of
the child’s IEP team and the child’s parent shall, consistent with federal law, conduct a
manifestation determination and determine whether the child’s behavior was (i) caused by or
had a direct and substantial relationship to the child’s disability and (ii) whether the child’s
conduct was a direct result of a failure to implement the child’s IEP. If the student’s educational
program is appropriate and the behavior is not a manifestation of the student’s disability, the
school district will proceed with discipline — up to and including expulsion - as if the student did
not have a disability, unless the student’s educational program provides otherwise. If the team
determines that the behavior subject to discipline is a manifestation of the student’s disability,
the team shall conduct a functional behavioral assessment and implement a behavioral
intervention plan for such student provided that the school district had not conducted such
assessment prior to the manifestation determination before the behavior that resulted in a
change of placement. Where a behavioral intervention plan previously has been developed, the
team will review the behavioral intervention plan and modify it as necessary to address the
behavior.

When a student who has an IEP is excluded or expelled for misbehavior that is not a
manifestation of the student’s disability, the school district shall continue to provide special
education and related services during the period of expulsion or exclusion.

OPEN ENROLLED STUDENTS

The school district may terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student enrolled under an
Enrollment Option Program (Minnesota Statutes section 124D.03) or Enrollment in Nonresident
District (Minnesota Statutes section 124D.08) at the end of a school year if the student meets
the definition of a habitual truant, the stf.}jbent has been provided appropriate services for
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XVIII.

XIX.

XX.

truancy (Minnesota Statutes chapter 260A), and the student’s case has been referred to juvenile
court. The school district may also terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student over the
age of seventeen (17) enrolled under an Enrollment Options Program if the student is absent
without lawful excuse for one or more periods on fifteen (15) school days and has not lawfully
withdrawn from school.

DISCIPLINE COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

Students, parents and other guardians, and school staff may file a complaint and seek corrective
action when the requirements of the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, including the
implementation of the local behavior and discipline policies, are not being implemented
appropriately or are being discriminately applied.

The Discipline Complaint Procedure must, at a minimum:

1. provide procedures for communicating this policy including the ability for a parent to
appeal a decision under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.49 that contains explicit
instructions for filing the complaint;

2. provide an opportunity for involved parties to submit additional information related to
the complaint;

3. provide a procedure to begin to investigate complaints within three school days of
receipt, and identify personnel who will manage the investigation and any resulting
record and are responsible for keeping and regulating access to any record;

4. provide procedures for issuing a written determination to the complainant that
addresses each allegation and contains findings and conclusions;

5. if the investigation finds the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, sections 121A.40 to
121A.61, including any local policies that were not implemented appropriately, contain
procedures that require a corrective action plan to correct a student's record and provide
relevant staff with training, coaching, or other accountability practices to ensure
appropriate compliance with policies in the future; and

6. prohibit reprisals or retaliation against any person who asserts, alleges, or reports a
complaint, and provide procedures for applying appropriate consequences for a person
who engages in reprisal or retaliation.

DISTRIBUTION OF POLICY

The school district will notify students and parents of the existence and contents of this policy
in such manner as it deems appropriate. Copies of this discipline policy shall be made available
to all students and parents at the commencement of each school year and to all new students
and parents upon enrollment. This policy shall also be available upon request in each principal’s
office.

REVIEW OF POLICY

The principal and representatives of parents, students and staff in each school building shall
confer at least annually to review this discipline policy, determine if the policy is working as
intended, and to assess whether the discipline policy has been enforced. Any recommended
changes shall be submitted to the superintendent for consideration by the school board, which
shall conduct an annual review of this policy.
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Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.232 (Character Development Education)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.26 (School Preassessment Teams)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.29 (Reporting; Chemical Abuse)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.40-121A.56 (Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.575 (Alternatives to Pupil Suspension)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force)

Minn. Stat. §§ 121A.60 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.61 (Discipline and Removal of Students from Class)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.42 (General Control of Schools)

Minn. Stat. § 123A.05 (State-Approved Alternative Program Organization)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Boards’ Approval to Enroll in Nonresident District;
Exceptions)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A (Special Education and Special Programs)

Minn. Stat. § 152.22, Subd. 6 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 152.23 (Limitations)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A (Truancy)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260C (Juvenile Safety and Placement)

20 U.S.C. §§ 1400-1487 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)

29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)

34 C.F.R. § 300.530(e)(1) (Manifestation Determination)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 419 (Tobacco-Free Environment; Possession and Use
of Tobacco, Tobacco-Related Devices, and Electronic Delivery Devices)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 502 (Search of Student Lockers, Desks, Personal
Possessions, and Student’s Person)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503 (Student Attendance)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 505 (Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored

Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 514 (Bullying Prohibition Policy)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 525 (Violence Prevention)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 526 (Hazing Prohibition)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 527 (Student Use and Parking of Motor Vehicles;
Patrols, Inspections, and Searches)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 610 (Field Trips)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 712 (Video Surveillance Other Than on Buses)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507

Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2001

507

I1.

I11.

IVv.

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.|
PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to describe limitations on corporal punishment of students.
GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

No employee or agent of the school district shall cause corporal punishment to be
inflicted upon a student to reform unacceptable conduct or as a penalty for unacceptable
conduct.  As used in this policy, the term “corporal punishment” means conduct
involving hitting or spanking a person with or without an object, or unreasonable physical
force that causes bodily harm or substantial emotional harm.

EXCEPTIONS

A teacher or school principal may use reasonable force when it is necessary under the
circumstances to correct or restrain a student or prevent bodily harm or death to another.
Other school district employees, school bus drivers, or other agents of a school district
may use reasonable force when necessary under the circumstances to restrain a student or
prevent bodily harm or death to another.

VIOLATION

Employees who violate the provisions of this policy shall be subject to disciplinary action
as appropriate. Any such disciplinary action shall be made pursuant to and in accordance
with applicable statutory authority, collective bargaining agreements and school district
policies. Violation of this policy may also result in civil or criminal liability for the
employee.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 121A.58 (Corporal Punishment)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.25 (Actions Against Districts and Teachers)
Minn. Stat. § 609.06 Subd. 1 (6)(7) (Authorized Use of Force)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal

of School District Employees)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
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Adopted:

Revised:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507

Orig. 1995
Rev. Oct. 2023

507 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT AND PRONE RESTRAINT

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to describe limitations on the use of corporal punishment and prone
restraint upon a student.

II1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

No employee or agent of the school district shall inflict corporal punishment or use prone
restraint upon a student_except as provided below.

I1I1. DEFINITIONS

2.

“Corporal punishment" means conduct involving:

a. hitting or spanking a person with or without an object; or
b. unreasonable physical force that causes bodily harm or substantial emotional
harm.

“Prone restraint” means placing a child in a face-down position.

IV. PROHIBITIONS

An employee or agent of a district shall not inflict corporal punishment or cause corporal
punishment to be inflicted upon a pupil to reform unacceptable conduct or as a penalty
for unacceptable conduct.

An employee or agent of a district, including a school resource officer, security
personnel, or police officer contracted with a district, shall not use prone or compressive
restraint_except that the restrictions on prone and compressive restraints do not apply
under the circumstances enumerated in Minnesota Statutes, section 609.06, subdivision
1(1). All peace officers, including those who are school resource officers or otherwise
agents of a school district, may use force as reasonably necessary to carry out official
duties, including, but not limited to, making arrests and enforcing orders of the court.

An employee or agent of a district, including a school resource officer, security
personnel, or police officer contracted with a district, shall not inflict any form of physical
holding that restricts or impairs a pupil's ability to breathe; restricts or impairs a pupil's
ability to communicate distress; places pressure or weight on a pupil's head, throat,
neck, chest, lungs, sternum, diaphragm, back, or abdomen; or results in straddling a
pupil's torso.

Conduct that violates this Article is not a crime under Minnesota Statutes,
section 645.241, but may be a crime under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 609 if the
conduct violates a provision of Minnesota Statutes, chapter 609. Conduct that violates

IV.1 above is not per se corporal punishment under the statute. Nothing in this
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Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.58 or 125A.0941 precludes the use of reasonable
force under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.582.

V. EXCEPTIONS

A teacher, —er—school principal, and other school staff may use reasonable force under the
conditions set forth in Policy 506 (Student Discipline).

VI. VIOLATION

Employees who violate the provisions of this policy shall be subject to disciplinary action as
appropriate. Any such disciplinary action shall be made pursuant to and in accordance with
applicable statutory authority, collective bargaining agreements, and school district policies.
Violation of this policy may also result in civil or criminal liability for the employee.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 121A.58 (Corporal Punishment)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.25 (Legal Actions Against Districts and Teachers)
Minn. Stat. § 609.06 Subd. 1 (6)(7) (Authorized Use of Force)
Op. Atty. Gen. 169f (August 22, 2023) (School Pupils: Discipline)
Op. Atty. Gen. 169f Supp. (September 20, 2023) (School Pupils: Discipline)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 414 (Mandated Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical
or Sexual Abuse)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 415 (Mandated Reporting of Maltreatment of
Vulnerable Adults)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 508

Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2007

508

I1.

EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR FOR CERTAIN STUDENTS WITH
INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory and regulatory
requirements.|

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the school district complies with the overall
requirements of law as mandated for certain students subject to individualized education
programs (IEPs) when necessary to provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE).

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Extended School Year Services Must Be Available to Provide a FAPE. The
school district shall provide extended school year (ESY) services to a student who
is the subject of an IEP if the student’s IEP team determines the services are
necessary during a break in instruction in order to provide a FAPE.

B. Extended School Year Determination. At least annually, the IEP team must
determine that a student is in need of ESY services if the student meets any of the
following conditions:

1. There will be significant regression of a skill or acquired knowledge from
the student’s level of performance on an annual goal that requires more
than the length of the break in instruction to recoup unless the IEP team
determines a shorter time for recoupment is more appropriate; OR

2. Services are necessary for the student to attain and maintain self-
sufficiency because of the critical nature of the skill addressed by an
annual goal, the student’s age and level of development, and the timeliness
for teaching the skill; OR

3. The IEP team otherwise determines, given the student’s unique needs, that
ESY services are necessary to ensure the pupil receives a FAPE.

C. Required Factors Schools Must Consider in Making ESY Determinations. The
IEP team must decide ESY eligibility using information including:

1. Prior observations of the student’s regression and recoupment over the
summer;
2. Observations of the studeilé’zs tendency to regress over extended breaks in
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3.

instruction during the school year; and

Experience with other students with similar instructional needs.

D. Additional Factors to Consider, Where Relevant. In making its determination of

ESY needs, the following factors must be considered, where relevant:

1. The student’s progress and maintenance of skills during the regular school
year.
2. The student’s degree of impairment.
3. The student’s rate of progress.
4. The student’s behavioral or physical problems.
5. The availability of alternative resources.
6. The student’s ability and need to interact with nondisabled peers.
7. The areas of the student’s curriculum which need continuous attention.
8. The student’s vocational needs.
E. No Unilateral Decisions. In the course of providing ESY services to children with

disabilities, the school district may not unilaterally limit the type, amount, or
duration of those services.

F. Services to Nonresident Students Temporarily Placed in School District. A

school district may provide ESY services to nonresident children with disabilities
temporarily placed in the school district in accordance with applicable state law.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 125A.14 (Extended School Year)

Minn. Rules Part 3525.0755

20 US.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act of 2004)

34 C.F.R. Part 300 (IDEA Regulations)
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Revised: Rev.
202207
508 EXTENDED SCHOOL YEAR FOR CERTAIN STUDENTS WITH

II1.

INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory and regulatory
requirements.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that the school district complies with the overall
requirements of law as mandated for certain students subject to individualized education
programs (IEPs) when necessary to provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE).

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

Extended School Year Services Must Be Available to Provide a FAPE. The school

district shall provide extended school year (ESY) services to a student who is the
subject of an IEP if the student’s IEP team determines the services are necessary
during a break in instruction in order to provide a FAPE.

Extended School Year Determination. At least annually, the IEP team must

determine that a student is in need of ESY services if the student meets any of the
following conditions:

1. There will be significant regression of a skill or acquired knowledge from the
student’s level of performance on an annual goal that requires more than
the length of the break in instruction to recoup unless the IEP team
determines a shorter time for recoupment is more appropriate; OR

2. Services are necessary for the student to attain and maintain self- sufficiency
because of the critical nature of the skill addressed by an annual goal, the
student’s age and level of development, and the timeliness for teaching the
skill; OR

3. The IEP team otherwise determines, given the student’s unique needs, that ESY
services are necessary to ensure the pupil receives a FAPE.

Required Factors Schools Must Consider in Making ESY Determinations. The IEP team
must decide ESY eligibility using information including:

1. Prior observations of the student’s regression and recoupment over the
summer;
2. Observations of the student’s tendency to regress over extended breaks in
184
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instruction during the school year; and
3. Experience with other students with similar instructional needs.

D. Additional Factors to Consider, Where Relevant. In making its determination of ESY
needs, the following factors must be considered, where relevant:

1. The student’s progress and maintenance of skills during the regular school
year.
2. The student’s degree of impairment.
3. The student’s rate of progress.
4. The student’s behavioral or physical problems.
5. The availability of alternative resources.
6. The student’s ability and need to interact with nondisabled peers.
7. The areas of the student’s curriculum which need continuous attention.
8. The student’s vocational needs.
E. No Unilateral Decisions.

In the course of providing ESY services to children with disabilities, the school district
may not unilaterally limit the type, amount, or duration of those services.

F. Services to Nonresident Students Temporarily Placed in School District.

A school district may provide ESY services to nonresident children with disabilities
temporarily placed in the school district in accordance with applicable state law.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 125A.14 (Extended School Year)
Minn. Rules Part 3525.0755
20 —-U.S.C. § —-1400 —et —seq. (Individuals —with —Disabilities —Education
Improvement-Act of2004)
34 C.F.R. Part 300 (IDEA-Regulations_Assistance to States for the Education of
Children with Disabilities)

Cross References: None
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I1.

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2017

ENROLLMENT OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.|

PURPOSE

The school district desires to participate in the Enrollment Options Program established
by Minn. Stat. § 124D.03. The purpose of this policy is to set forth the application and
exclusion procedures used by the school district in making said determination.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

Eligibility. Applications for enrollment under the Enrollment Options (Open
Enrollment) Law will be approved provided that acceptance of the application
will not exceed the capacity of a program, excluding special education services;
class; grade level; or school building as established by school board resolution
and provided that:

1. space is available for the applicant under enrollment cap standards
established by school board policy or other directive; and

2. in considering the capacity of a grade level, the school district may only
limit the enrollment of nonresident students to a number not less than the
lesser of: (a) one percent of the total enrollment at each grade level in the
school district; or (b) the number of school district resident students at that
grade level enrolled in a nonresident school district in accordance with
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03.

3. the applicant is not otherwise excluded by action of the school district
because of previous conduct in another school district.

Standards that may be used for rejection of application. In addition to the
provisions of Paragraph II.A., the school district may refuse to allow a pupil who
is expelled under Minn. Stat. § 121A.45 to enroll during the term of the expulsion
if the student was expelled for:

1. possessing a dangerous weapon, including a weapon, device, instruments,
material, or substance, animate or inanimate, that is used for, or is readily
capable of, causing death or serious bodily injury, with the exception of a
pocket knife with a blade less than two and one-half inches in length, at
school or a school function;

2. possessing or using an illel%%l drug at school or a school function;
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3. selling or soliciting the sale of a controlled substance while at school or a
school function; or

4. committing a third-degree assault involving assaulting another and
inflicting substantial bodily harm.

Standards that may not be used for rejection of application. The school district
may not use the following standards in determining whether to accept or reject an
application for open enrollment:

1. previous academic achievement of a student;

2. athletic or extracurricular ability of a student;

3. disabling conditions of a student;

4. a student’s proficiency in the English language;

5. the student’s district of residence except where the district of residence is

directly included in an enrollment options strategy included in an
approved achievement and integration program; or

6. previous disciplinary proceedings involving the student. This shall not
preclude the school district from proceeding with exclusion as set out in
Section F. of this policy.

Application. The student and parent or guardian must complete and submit a
School District Enrollment Options Program application developed by the
Minnesota Department of Education and available on their website
(education.mn.gov). Go to “Students and Families,” then, under “School Choice,”
select “Open Enrollment.” The form is entitled, “General Statewide Enrollment
Options Application for K-12 and Early Childhood Special Education.”

Lotteries. If a school district has more applications than available seats at a
specific grade level, it must hold an impartial lottery following the January 15
deadline to determine which students will receive seats. The district must give
priority to enrolling siblings of currently enrolled students, students whose
applications are related to an approved integration and achievement plan, children
of the school district’s staff, and students residing in that part of a municipality (a
statutory or home rule charter city or town) where:

1. the student’s resident district does not operate a school building;

2. the municipality is located partially or fully within the boundaries of at
least five school districts;

3. the nonresident district in 1\gl7ﬁch the student seeks to enroll operates one or
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4,

more school buildings within the municipality; and

no other nonresident, independent, special, or common school district
operates a school building within the municipality.

The process for the school district lottery must be established by school board
policy and posted on the school district’s website.

F. Exclusion

1.

Administrator’s initial determination. If a school district administrator
knows or has reason to believe that an applicant has engaged in conduct
that has subjected or could subject the applicant to expulsion or exclusion
under law or school district policy, the administrator will transmit the
application to the superintendent with a recommendation of whether
exclusion proceedings should be initiated.

Superintendent’s review. The superintendent may make further inquiries.
If the superintendent determines that the applicant should be admitted, he
or she will notify the applicant and the school board chair. If the
superintendent determines that the applicant should be excluded, the
superintendent will notify the applicant and determine whether the
applicant wishes to continue the application process. Although an
application may not be rejected based on previous disciplinary
proceedings, the school district reserves the right to initiate exclusion
procedures pursuant to the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act as
warranted on a case-by-case basis.

G. Termination of Enrollment

1.

The school district may terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student
enrolled under an enrollment options program pursuant to Minn. Stat. §
124D.03 or 124D.08 at the end of a school year if the student meets the
definition of a habitual truant, the student has been provided appropriate
services for truancy under Minn. Ch. 260A, and the student’s case has
been referred to juvenile court. A “habitual truant” is a child under 17
years of age who is absent from attendance at school without lawful
excuse for seven school days in a school year if the child is in elementary
school or for one or more class periods on seven school days in a school
year if the child is in middle school, junior high school, or high school, or
a child who is 17 years of age who is absent from attendance at school
without lawful excuse for one or more class periods on seven school days
in a school year and who has not lawfully withdrawn from school under
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 8.

The school district may also terminate the enrollment of a nonresident
student over 17 years of age if the student is absent without lawful excuse
for one or more periods 0r118185 school days and has not lawfully withdrawn
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from school under Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 8.

A student who has not applied for and been accepted for open enrollment
pursuant to this policy and does not otherwise meet the residency
requirements for enrollment may be terminated from enrollment and
removed from school. Prior to removal from school, the school district
will send to the student’s parents a written notice of the school district’s
belief that the student is not a resident of the school district. The notice
shall include the facts upon which the belief is based and notice to the
parents of their opportunity to provide documentary evidence, in person or
in writing, of residency to the superintendent or the superintendent’s
designee. The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee will make
the final determination as to the residency status of the student.

H. Notwithstanding the requirement that an application must be approved by the
board of the nonresident district, a student who has been enrolled in a district,
who is identified as homeless, and whose parent or legal guardian moves to
another district, or who is placed in foster care in another school district, may
continue to enroll in the nonresident district without the approval of the board of
the nonresident district. The approval of the board of the student’s resident
district is not required.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 3(e) (Residency Determined)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 8 (Withdrawal from School)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.40-121A.56 (The Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Board Approval to Enroll in Nonresident
District)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.68 (High School Graduation Incentives Program)
Minn. Ch. 260A (Truancy)

Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, Subd. 19 (Habitual Truant Defined)

Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-f (Aug. 13, 1986)

Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 623 v. Minn. Dept. of Educ., Co. No. A05-361, 2005
WL 3111963 (Minn. Ct. App. 2005) (unpublished)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 517 (Student Recruiting)
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 5, Various Educational Programs
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2023

ENROLLMENT OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect statutory requirements.]

PURPOSE

The school district desires to participate in the Enrollment Options Program_(Open Enrollment)

established by Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.03. The purpose of this policy is to set forth
the application and exclusion procedures used by the school district in making said
determination.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board adopts specific standards for acceptance and rejection of Open Enrollment

applications.

A.

OPEN ENROLLMENT PROCESS

Open Enrollment applications will be approved provided that acceptance of the
application will not exceed the capacity of a program, excluding special education
services; class; grade level; or school building as established by school board
resolution and provided that:

1. space is available for the applicant under enrollment cap standards established
by school board policy or other directive; and

2. in considering the capacity of a grade level, the school district may only limit
the enrollment of nonresident students to a number not less than the lesser of:
(a) one percent of the total enrollment at each grade level in the school district;
or (b) the number of school district resident students at that grade level enrolled
in a nonresident school district in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section
124D.03.

3. the applicant is not otherwise excluded by action fo the school district because of
previous conduct in another school district.

If the school district limits enrollment of nonresident students pursuant to this section,

the district shall report to the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education
(MDE) by July 15 on the number of nonresident pupils denied admission due to the
limitations on the enrollment of nonresident pupils.

BASIS FOR DECISIONS

A.

Standards that may be used for rejection of application

In addition to the provisions above, the school district may refuse to allow a pupil who
is expelled under Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.45 to enroll during the term of the
expulsion if the student was expelled for:

1. possessing a dangerous weapon, including a weapon, device, instruments,
material, or substance, animate or inanimate, that is used for, or is readily
capable of, causing death orfgéious bodily injury, with-except that such term does
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not include the-exception-of-a pocket knife with a blade less than two and one-
half inches in length, at school or a school function;

2. possessing or using an illegal drug at school or a school function;

3. selling or soliciting the sale of a controlled substance while at school or a school
function; or

4. committing a third-degree assault involving assaulting another and inflicting
substantial bodily harm.

Standards that may not be used for rejection of application

The school district may not use the following standards in determining whether to accept
or reject an application for open enrollment:

1. previous academic achievement of a student;

2. athletic or extracurricular ability of a student;

3. disabling conditions of a student;

4. a student’s proficiency in the English language;

5. the student’s district of residence except where the district of residence is

directly included in an enrollment options strategy included in an approved
achievement and integration program; or

6. previous disciplinary proceedings involving the student. This shall not preclude
the school district from proceeding with exclusion as set out in this policy.

Application

The student and parent or guardian must complete and submit the “General Statewide
Enrollment Options Application for K-12 and Early Childhood Special Education (or the
Statewide Enrollment Options Application for State-funded Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK)
or School Readiness Plus (SRP) Application if applicable) developed by MDE and available
on its website.

The school district may require a nonresident student enrolled in a program under
Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.13, or in a preschool program, except for a program
under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.151 or Laws 2017, First Special Session chapter
5, article 8, section 9, to follow the application procedures under this subdivision to enroll
in kindergarten. A district must allow a nonresident student enrolled in a program under
Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.151 or Laws 2017, First Special Session chapter 5,
article 8, section 9, to remain enrolled in the district when the student enters kindergarten
without submitting annual or periodic applications, unless the district terminates the

student's enrollment under subdivision 12.

The school district shall notify the parent or guardian in writing by February 15 or within
ninety (90) days for applications submitted after January 15 in the case of achievement
and integration district transfers whether the application has been accepted or rejected.
If an application is rejected, the district must state in the notification the reason for
rejection. The parent or guardian must notify the nonresident district by March 1 or
within ten (10) business days whether the pupil intends to enroll in the nonresident
district. 191
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F.

Lotteries

If a school district has more applications than available seats at a specific grade
level, it must hold an impartial lottery following the January 15 deadline to determine
which students will receive seats. The district must give priority to enrolling siblings of
currently enrolled students, students whose applications are related to an approved
integration and achievement plan, children of the school district’s staff, and students
residing in that part of a municipality (a statutory or home rule charter city or town)
where:

1. the student’s resident district does not operate a school building;

2. the municipality is located partially or fully within the boundaries of at
least five school districts;

3. the nonresident district in which the student seeks to enroll operates one or more
school buildings within the municipality; and

4, no other nonresident, independent, special, or common school district
operates a school building within the municipality.

The process for the school district lottery must be established by school board policy
and posted on the school district’s website.

Exclusion

1. Administrator’s initial determination. If a school district administrator knows
or has reason to believe that an applicant has engaged in conduct that has
subjected or could subject the applicant to expulsion or exclusion under law or
school district policy, the administrator will transmit the application to the
superintendent with a recommendation of whether exclusion proceedings should
be initiated.

2. Superintendent’s review. The superintendent may make further inquiries. If the
superintendent determines that the applicant should be admitted, he or she will
notify the applicant and the school board chair. If the superintendent determines
that the applicant should be excluded, the superintendent will notify the
applicant and determine whether the applicant wishes to continue the
application process. Although an application may not be rejected based on
previous disciplinary proceedings, the school district reserves the right to initiate
exclusion procedures pursuant to the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act as
warranted on a case-by-case basis.

Termination of Enrollment

The school district may terminate the enrollment of a nonresident student enrolled
under an enrollment options program pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.03
or 124D.08 at the end of a school year if the student meets the definition of a habitual
truant, the student has been provided appropriate services for truancy under
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260A, and the student's case has been referred to
juvenile court. A “habitual truant” is a child under 17 years of age who is absent from
attendance at school without lawful excuse for seven school days in a school year if the
child is in elementary school or for one or more class periods on seven school days in
a school year if the child is in middle school, junior high school, or high school, or a
child who is 17 years of age who i$92bsent from attendance at school without lawful
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excuse for one or more class periods on seven school days in a school year and who
has not lawfully withdrawn from school under Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.22,
subdivision 8. The school district may also terminate the enrollment of a nonresident
student over 17 years of age if the student is absent without lawful excuse for one or
more periods on 15 school days and has not lawfully withdrawn from school under
Minnesota Statutes, section_120A.22, subdivision 8.

A student who has not applied for and been accepted for open enrollment pursuant to
this policy and does not otherwise meet the residency requirements for enrollment may
be terminated from enrollment and removed from school. Prior to removal from school,
the school district will send to the student’s parents a written notice of the school
district’'s belief that the student is not a resident of the school district. The notice shall
include the facts upon which the belief is based and notice to the parents of their
opportunity to provide documentary evidence, in person or in writing, of residency to the
superintendent or the superintendent’s designee. The superintendent or the
superintendent’s designee will make the final determination as to the residency status of
the student.

Notwithstanding the requirement that an application must be approved by the board
of the nonresident district, a student who has been enrolled in a district, who is
identified as homeless, and whose parent or legal guardian moves to another
district, or who is placed in foster care in another school district, may continue to
enroll in the nonresident district without the approval of the board of the nonresident
district. The approval of the board of the student’s resident district is not required.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 3(e) and Subd. 8 (Compulsory_Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.40-121A.56 (Fhe-Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Board Approval to Enroll in Nonresident
District; Exceptions)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.68 (Graduation Incentives Program)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 260A (Truancy)
Minn. Stat. § 260C.007, Subd. 19 (Definitions)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 169-f (Aug. 13, 1986)
Indep. Sch. Dist. No. 623 v. Minn. Dept. of Educ., Co. No. A05-361, 2005
WL 3111963 (Minn. Ct. App. 2005) (unpublished)
18 U.S.C. 930, para. (g)(2) (Definition of weapon)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 517 (Student Recruiting)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 510

Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2019

510

I1.

I1I.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to impart to students, employees, and the community the
school district’s policy related to the student activity program.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

School activities provide additional opportunities for students to pursue special interests
that contribute to their physical, mental, and emotional well-being. They are of secondary
importance in relationship to the formal instructional program; however, they complement
the instructional program in providing students with additional opportunities for growth
and development.

RESPONSIBILITY

A. The school board expects all students who participate in school-sponsored
activities to represent the school and community in a responsible manner. All rules
pertaining to student conduct and student discipline extend to school activities.

B. The school board expects all spectators at school sponsored activities, including
parents, employees, and other members of the public, to behave in an appropriate
manner at those activities. Students and employees may be subject to discipline and
parents and other spectators may be subject to sanctions for engaging in
misbehavior or inappropriate, illegal, or unsportsmanlike behavior at these
activities or events.

C. The superintendent shall be responsible for disseminating information needed to
inform students, parents, staff, and the community of the opportunities available
within the school activity program and the rules of participation.

D. Those students who participate in Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL)
activities must also abide by the league rules. Those employees who conduct
MSHSL activities shall be responsible for familiarizing students and parents with
all applicable rules, penalties, and opportunities.

E. The superintendent shall be responsible for conducting an annual evaluation of
school activity programs and presenting the results and any recommendations to
the school board.

F. The school board will ensure that any funds raised for extracurricular activities will
be spent only on extracurricular alcsiélvities.
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Legal References: ~ Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Extracurricular Activities; Insurance)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503 (Student Attendance)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 713 (Student Activity Accounting)
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Orig. 1995

Revised: Rev. 2000 2019

510

II1.

I1I1.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to impart to students, employees, and the community the school
district’s policy related to the student activity program.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

School activities provide additional opportunities for students to pursue special interests that
contribute to their physical, mental, and emotional well-being. They are of secondary
importance in relationship to the formal instructional program; however, they complement the
instructional program in providing students with additional opportunities for growth and
development.

RESPONSIBILITY

A. The school board expects all students who participate in school-sponsored activities to
represent the school and community in a responsible manner. All rules pertaining to
student conduct and student discipline extend to school activities.

B. The school board expects all spectators at school sponsored activities, including parents,
employees, and other members of the public, to behave in an appropriate manner at
those activities. Students and employees may be subject to discipline and parents and
other spectators may be subject to sanctions for engaging in misbehavior or
inappropriate, illegal, or unsportsmanlike behavior at these activities or events.

C. The superintendent shall be responsible for disseminating information needed to inform
students, parents, staff, and the community of the opportunities available within the
school activity program and the rules of participation.

D. Those students who participate in Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL)
activities must also abide by the league rules. Those employees who conduct MSHSL
activities shall be responsible for familiarizing students and parents with all applicable
rules, penalties, and opportunities.

E. The superintendent shall be responsible for conducting an annual evaluation of school
activity programs and presenting the results and any recommendations to the school
board.

F. The school board will ensure that any funds raised for extracurricular activities will be

spent only on extracurricular activities.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.49 (Extracurricular Activities; Insurance)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 503 (Student Attendance)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 713 (Student Activity Accounting)
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606

I1.

I11.

Orig. 1995
Rev. 2005

TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for selection of textbooks and
instructional materials.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board recognizes that selection of textbooks and instructional materials is a
vital component of the school district’s curriculum. The school board also recognizes
that it has the authority to make final decisions on selection of all textbooks and
instructional materials.

RESPONSIBILITY OF SELECTION

A.

While the school board retains its authority to make final decisions on the
selection of textbooks and instructional materials, the school board recognizes the
expertise of the professional staff and the vital need of such staff to be primarily
involved in the recommendation of textbooks and instructional materials.
Accordingly, the school board delegates to the superintendent the responsibility to
direct the professional staff in formulating recommendations to the school board
on textbooks and other instructional materials.

In reviewing textbooks and instructional materials during the selection process,
the professional staff shall select materials which:

1. support the goals and objectives of the education programs;

2. consider the needs, age, and maturity of students;

3. foster respect and appreciation for cultural diversity and varied opinion;

4. fit within the constraints of the school district budget;

5. are in the English language. Another language may be used, pursuant to

Minn. Stat. § 124D.61;

6. permit grade-level instruction for students to read and study America’s
founding documents, including documents that contributed to the
foundation or maintenance of America’s representative form of limited
government, the Bill of 1%i_;hts, our free-market economic system, and
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Iv.

patriotism; and

7. do not censor or restrain instruction in American or Minnesota state
history or heritage based on religious references in original source
documents, writings, speeches, proclamations, or records.

The superintendent shall be responsible for developing procedures and guidelines
to establish an orderly process for the review and recommendation of textbooks
and other instructional materials by the professional staff. Such procedures and
guidelines shall provide opportunity for input and consideration of the views of
students, parents, and other interested members of the school district community.
This procedure shall be coordinated with the school district’s curriculum
development effort and may utilize advisory committees.

SELECTION OF TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

A.

The superintendent shall be responsible for keeping the school board informed of
progress on the part of staff and others involved in the textbook and other
instructional materials review and selection process.

The superintendent shall present a recommendation to the school board on the
selection of textbooks and other instructional materials after completion of the
review process as outlined in this policy.

RECONSIDERATION OF TEXTBOOKS OR OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL
MATERIALS

A.

The school board recognizes differences of opinion on the part of some members
of the school district community relating to certain areas of the instruction
program. Interested persons may request an opportunity to review materials and
submit a request for reconsideration of the use of certain textbooks or
instructional materials.

The superintendent shall be responsible for the development of guidelines and
procedures to identify the steps to be followed to seek reconsideration of
textbooks or other instructional materials.

The superintendent shall present a procedure to the school board for review and
approval regarding reconsideration of textbooks or other instructional materials.
When approved by the school board, such procedure shall be an addendum to this

policy.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 9 (Compulsory Instruction — Curriculum)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.235 (American Heritage Education)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 2 (General Powers of Independent School
Districts)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.09, Suibg% 8 (School Board Responsibilities)
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Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 124D.59-124D.61 (Limited English Proficiency)

Minn. Stat. § 127A.10 (State Officials and School Board Members to be
Disinterested; Penalty)

Hazelwood Sch. Dist. v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260, 108 S.Ct. 562, 98
L.Ed.2d 592 (1988)

Pratt v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 831, 670 F.2d 771 (8" Cir. 1982)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 (Curriculum Development)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)

199
606-3



Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 606

Revised:

606

II1.

I1I1.

Orig. 1995
Rev. 202205

TEXTBOOKS AND INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for selection of textbooks and instructional
materials.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school board recognizes that selection of textbooks and instructional materials is a vital
component of the school district’s curriculum. The school board also recognizes that it has the
authority to make final decisions on selection of all textbooks and instructional materials.

RESPONSIBILITY OF SELECTION

A.

While the school board retains its authority to make final decisions on the selection of
textbooks and instructional materials, the school board recognizes the expertise of the
professional staff and the vital need of such staff to be primarily involved in the
recommendation of textbooks and instructional materials. Accordingly, the school board
delegates to the superintendent the responsibility to direct the professional staff in
formulating recommendations to the school board on textbooks and other instructional
materials.

In reviewing textbooks and instructional materials during the selection process, the
professional staff shall select materials whichthat:

1. support the goals and objectives of the education programs;

2. consider the needs, age, and maturity of students;

3. foster respect and appreciation for cultural diversity and varied opinion;

4. fit within the constraints of the school district budget;

5. are in the English language. Another language may be used, pursuant to

Minnesota Statutes sectionMinn-—Stat—§ 124D.61;

6. permit grade-level instruction for students to read and study America’s founding
documents, including documents that contributed to the foundation or
maintenance of America’s representative form of limited government, the Bill of
Rights, our free-market economic system, and patriotism; and

7. do not censor or restrain instruction in American or Minnesota state history or
heritage based on religious references in original source documents, writings,
speeches, proclamations, or records.

The superintendent shall be responsible for developing procedures and guidelines to

establish an orderly process for the review and recommendation of textbooks and other

instructional materials by the professional staff. Such procedures and guidelines shall
200
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provide opportunity for input and consideration of the views of students, parents, and
other interested members of the school district community. This procedure shall be
coordinated with the school district’s curriculum development effort and may utilize
advisory committees.

IvV. SELECTION OF TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

A.

The superintendent shall be responsible for keeping the school board informed of
progress on the part of staff and others involved in the textbook and other instructional
materials review and selection process.

The superintendent shall present a recommendation to the school board on the selection
of textbooks and other instructional materials after completion of the review process as
outlined in this policy.

V. RECONSIDERATION OF TEXTBOOKS OR OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

A.

The school board recognizes differences of opinion on the part of some members of the
school district community relating to certain areas of the instruction program.
Interested persons may request an opportunity to review materials and submit a request
for reconsideration of the use of certain textbooks or instructional materials.

The superintendent shall be responsible for the development of guidelines and
procedures to identify the steps to be followed to seek reconsideration of textbooks or
other instructional materials.

The superintendent shall present a procedure to the school board for review and
approval regarding reconsideration of textbooks or other instructional materials. When
approved by the school board, such procedure shall be an addendum to this policy.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 9 (Compulsory Instruction—Curriculum)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.235 (American Heritage Education)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.02, Subd. 2 (General Powers of Independent School
Districts)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.09, Subd. 8 (School Board Responsibilities)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.59-124D.61 (Limited—English—ProficiencyEducation for
English Learners Act)

Minn. Stat. § 127A.10 (State Officials and School Board Members to be
Disinterested; Penalty)

Hazelwood Sch. Dist. v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260,—108-S.Ct.-562,-98-L.Ed-2d
592 (1988)

Pratt v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 831, 670 F.2d 771 (8t Cir. 1982)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 (Curriculum Development)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)
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606.5 LIBRARY MATERIALS

II1.

I1I1.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide direction and to delegate responsibility for selection and
reconsideration of library materials.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The school board recognizes that library materials serve as a vital component of a student’s
education by enriching the breadth of the curriculum as a whole and meeting the needs and
interests of individual students. The purpose of library materials is to meet the needs of all
students. Therefore, questions regarding selection and reconsideration of library materials
should be handled differently than those concerning textbooks and instructional materials.

To ensure that library materials fulfill this role, the school board delegates to the superintendent
or the superintendent’s designee responsibility for administering a process for selection of library
materials. Responsibility for selection shall rest with professionally trained school district staff,
with recognition that the school board has the final authority on selection of library materials.
Parents and guardians have the right and the responsibility to determine their children’s access
to library materials.

[NOTE: The school board may choose to revise the General Statement of Purpose.]
DEFINITIONS

A. “Library” is the school district resource that holds the library collection that serves the
information and independent reading needs of students and supports the curriculum
needs of teachers and staff. The term “library” includes a school library media center.
The term also includes access to electronic materials.

For school districts with multiple school buildings, the term “library” refers to the
resource within a specific school building.

Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.901, states that a school district or charter school
library or school library media center provides equitable and free access to students,
teachers, and administrators and that a school library or school library media center
must have the following characteristics:

1. ensures every student has equitable access to resources and is able to
locate, access, and use resources that are organized and cataloged;

2. has a collection development plan that includes but is not limited to
materials selection and deselection, a challenged materials procedure,
and an intellectual and academic freedom statement;

3. is housed in a central location that provides an environment for
expanded learning and supports a variety of student interests;

4, has technology and Internet access; and
5. is served by a licensed school library media specialist or licensed school
librarian. 202
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[NOTE: The school board may add a sentence that incorporates the term(s)
used to identify libraries in the school district, such as “"The school district’s
libraries are commonly referred to as |

“Library collection” consists of the library materials made available to students.

“Library materials” are the books, periodicals, newspapers, manuscripts, films, prints,
documents, videotapes, subscription content, electronic and digital materials (including
e-books, audiobooks, and databases), and related items made available to students in
a school building or through access to electronic materials This term does not include
materials made available to students as part of the curriculum.

“Library media specialist” is a teacher holding a Library Media Specialist teaching license
issued by the Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Boards and who is trained
to deliver library services to students and staff in a library. A library media specialist is
authorized under Minnesota Rules to provide to students in kindergarten through grade
12 instruction that is designed to provide information and technology literacy skills
instruction, to lead, collaborate, and consult with other classroom teachers for the
purpose of integrating information and technology literacy skills with content teaching,
and to administer media center operations, programming, and resources.

[NOTE: The specific titles of the school district’s library staff should be used
for this definition and substituted for “library media specialist” throughout this
model policy.]

IvV. RESPONSIBILITY FOR SELECTION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS

A.

The school board recognizes the expertise of the school district’s professional staff and
the vital need of such staff to be responsible for selection of library materials.

While recommendations by administrators, faculty members, students, parents, and
other community members may be considered, the final responsibility for selection of
library materials shall rest with the library media specialist.

IvV. SELECTION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS

A.

Selection Criteria: The library materials selection process should result in a library
collection that, when considered as a whole, is consistent with the following criteria:

1. Library materials shall support and be consistent with the general educational
goals of the state and the district and the aims and objectives of individual
schools and specific courses;

2. Library materials shall be chosen to enrich and support the curriculum as well
as to promote reading for pleasure by responding to the personal needs and
interests of student users;

3. Library materials shall not be excluded because of the race, nationality, religion,
sex, gender, or political views of the writer;

4. Library materials shall be appropriate to and reflect the needs, ages, maturity
level, emotional development, ability levels, learning styles, social development,
background, diversity, and needs and interests of the students for whom the
materials were selected;
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5. Library materials shall meet high standards of quality in one or more of these
categories (presented alphabetically):

a. Artistic quality and/or literary style;
b. Authenticity;
C. Critical thinking;
d. Educational significance;
e. Factual content;
f. High interest for intended audience; and
g. Readability.
6. The selection of library materials shall conform to the constraints of the school

district budget.

[NOTE: Before adopting selection criteria, the school board is strongly
encouraged to consult with the licensed library media specialist, who
possesses professional expertise and experience in selecting appropriate
library materials. The school board may choose to adopt selection criteria
specifically designed for each school building.]

[NOTE: A school board may choose to adopt similar selection criteria for
classroom library materials, with the classroom teacher making selection
decisions. If a school board chooses to address classroom libraries, the board
can decide whether to follow the reconsideration process in this model policy
or to create a different process for classroom library materials.]

The library media specialist shall consult sources and specialists experienced in library
materials collections appropriate for the building’s students and that are reputable,
experienced, unbiased, and professionally trained in school library materials.

[NOTE: The school board may choose to identify specific sources and
specialists that satisfy this paragraph.]

The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall be responsible for keeping
the school board informed of progress on review and selection of each building’s library
materials.

Library materials that are outdated, inaccurate, no longer useful for curricular support
or reading enrichment, or have not been utilized for an extended period of time may be
removed. Library materials that are in poor physical condition may be removed or
replaced as determined by the library media specialist or the principal.

Gifts and Donations of Library Materials

Materials offered for donation or gifted to a school library may be accepted if they comply
with the library collection selection criteria and approved by the library media specialist.
The school district’s libraries welcome donations of books and other resource materials
from individuals and organizations, but also reserve the right to decline to accept library
materials that do not meet the critezr(i):f1 for selection. In addition, financial donations to
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VI.

benefit school district’s libraries will be accepted with the understanding that funds will
be used to purchase materials that are needed for libraries based on the needs of the
individual schools.

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT ACCESS TO SPECIFIC LIBRARY MATERIAL

A parent or guardian may request that access to specific material in the library materials
collection be restricted from their student. The school shall take reasonable steps to fulfill this
request. This type of request will not result in removal of specific library collection material from
the library or restrictions upon any other student accessing specific library materials.

RECONSIDERATION OF SPECIFIC LIBRARY MATERIAL

A.

The school board seeks to uphold students’ access to library materials that meet the
educational goals and selection criteria set forth in this policy.

A school district employee, student, or a parent or guardian of a school district student
may request reconsideration of specific library material on the basis of appropriateness.
Access to the material in question shall not be restricted until the procedures listed
below have been fully completed and a decision to remove or restrict the materials has
been made.

[NOTE: The school board may decide whether to allow a building principal to
remove library materials pending completion of the reconsideration process.]

Informal Request for Reconsideration of Specific Library Material

1. Requests for reconsideration of specific library material shall be directed to the
library media specialist and the building principal. The building principal and the
library media specialist shall assume responsibility for processing the request on
an informal basis.

2. The building principal and/or the library media specialist shall provide an
explanation to the individual who submitted the request. The explanation shall
include the particular selection criteria that the material in question met in order
to be included in the library as curriculum support or as an independent reading
choice for students in the building.

3. If the request is not resolved informally, the principal shall submit a report on
the matter to the superintendent or the superintendent’'s designee. The
requestor will have an option to initiate a Formal Request for Reconsideration.

Formal Request for Reconsideration of Specific Library Collection Material

1. A Formal Request for Reconsideration of specific library material is initiated upon
submission of a completed Formal Request for Reconsideration of Specific
Library Collection Material form. The form must be completed in its entirety for
each work that is subject to a request for reconsideration. The principal shall
notify the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee and the library media
specialist of receipt of a completed Formal Request form.

If specific library material is the subject of a Formal Request for Reconsideration
and a final decision is made to retain the specific library material, then the
specific library material shall not be subject to additional requests for
reconsideration for three ye;(r)'g following the date of final resolution of the initial
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Formal Request for Reconsideration.

On an annual basis, the Superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall
appoint a Library Materials Review Committee (Review Committee). This
committee shall include:

a. One member of the school district administration

b. One principal

C. Two teachers

d. One library media specialist (or district media specialist or public

librarian if the school district does not have a library media specialist)

e. Two members of the school district community with no direct connection
with the request for reconsideration

f. Two student representatives (as appropriate to the specific request).

[NOTE: This list of Review Committee members is an example. The
school board may alter this list. The school district may decide to create
Review Committees for individual schools.]

The Review Committee shall establish a date upon which it will discuss the
request and whether the specific library collection material conforms to the
selection criteria set forth in this policy.

The Review Committee

a. may consult individuals, organizations, and other resources with
relevant professional knowledge on school library material;

b. shall examine the specific library material as a whole;

C. shall examine the specific library material as to its conformance with the
criteria for selection of library materials; and

d. shall submit a written report to the superintendent or the
superintendent’s designee containing the Review Committee’s decision
on whether to retain, to remove, or to take other action regarding the
specific library material.

The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall inform the requestor
and the school board of the Review Committee’s decision. The requestor may
appeal the Review Committee’s decision to the superintendent or the
superintendent’s designee by submitting a written appeal to the superintendent
or the superintendent’s designee within fourteen (14) days of submission of the
Review Committee’s decision to the requestor. The superintendent or the
superintendent’s designee shall provide a written decision on a requestor’s
appeal within a reasonable time period.

[NOTE: The school board can decide whether to allow appeal of a

Review Committee decision to the superintendent or the

superintendent’s designee. If appeal to the superintendent or the
206
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Legal References:

Cross References:

superintendent’s designee is permitted, the school board may direct the
superintendent or the superintendent’s designee to craft an appeal
process or the board may choose to create the process itself.]

The requestor shall have the right to appeal the decision of the superintendent
or the superintendent’s designee to the school board.

[NOTE: The school board may decide whether to allow an appeal of a
Review Committee decision directly to the school board or whether the
appeal to the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee is a
required intermediary step. If appeal to the school board is permitted,
the school board may direct the superintendent or the superintendent’s
designee or designee to craft an appeal process or the board may
choose to create the process itself.]

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 9 (Compulsory Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.09 (School Board Responsibilities)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.901 (Public School Libraries and Media Centers)

Minn. Rules Part 8710.4550 (Library Media Specialists)

Bd. of Educ., Island Trees Union Free Sch. Dist. No. 26 v. Pico, 457 U.S. 853
(1982)

Virginia State Bd. of Educ. v. Barnette, 319 U.S. 624, 642 (1943)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 524 (Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 606 (Textbooks and Instructional Materials)
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SCHOOL BOARD OFFICERS

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 202

ISD 146

II1.

I1I.

IV.

SERIES 200 STUDENTS

PURPOSE

School board officers are charged with the duty of carrying out the responsibilities entrusted to
them for the care, management, and control of the public schools of the school district. The
purpose of this policy is to delineate those responsibilities.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
A. The school board shall meet annually and organize by selecting a chair, a clerk, a
treasurer, and such other officers as determined by the school board. At its option, the

school board may appoint a vice-chair to serve in the temporary absence of the chair.

B. The school board shall appoint a superintendent who shall be an ex officio, nonvoting
member of the school board.

ORGANIZATION

The school board shall meet annually on the first Monday in January, or as soon thereafter as
practicable, and organize by selecting a chair, a clerk, a treasurer, and such other officers as
determined by the school board. These officers shall hold office for one year and until their

successors are elected and qualify.

A. The persons who perform the duties of clerk and treasurer need not be members of the
school board.

B. The school board by resolution may combine the duties of the offices of clerk and
treasurer in a single person in the office of business affairs.

OFFICER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

A. Chair

1. The chair when present shall preside at all meetings of the school board,
countersign all orders upon the treasurer for claims allowed by the school board,
represent the school district in all actions, and perform all duties a chair usually
performs.

2. In case of absence, inability, or refusal of the clerk to draw orders for the
payment of money authorized by a vote of the majority of the school board to
be paid, the chair may draw the orders, or the office of the clerk may be declared
vacant by the chair and treasurer and filled by appointment.

B. Treasurer

1. The treasurer shall deposit the funds of the school district in the official
depository.

2. The treasurer shall make all reports which may be called for by the school board

and perform all duties a treasurer usually performs.
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ISD 146

Adopted:

SERIES 200 STUDENTS

In the event there are insufficient funds on hand to pay valid orders presented
to the treasurer, the treasurer shall receive, endorse, and process the orders in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes section 123B.12.

The clerk shall keep a record of all meetings in the books provided.

Within three days after an election, the clerk shall notify all persons elected of
their election.

On or before September 15 of each year, the clerk shall:

a. file with the school board a report of the revenues, expenditures, and
balances in each fund for the preceding fiscal year.

b. make and transmit to the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department
of Education (Commissioner) certified reports, showing:

(1) revenues and expenditures in detail, and such other financial
information required by law, rule, or as may be called for by the
Commissioner;

(2) length of school term and enrollment and attendance by grades;
and
(3) other items of information as called for by the Commissioner.

The clerk shall enter into the clerk’s record book copies of all reports and of the
teachers’ term reports, and of the proceedings of any meeting, and keep an
itemized account of all expenses of the school district.

The clerk shall furnish to the county auditor, on or before September 30 of each
year, an attested copy of the clerk’s record, showing the amount of proposed
property tax voted by the school district or the school board for school purposes.

The clerk shall draw and sign all orders upon the treasurer for the payment of
money for bills allowed by the school board for salaries of officers and for
teachers’ wages and all claims, to be countersigned by the chair.

The clerk shall perform such duties as required by the Minnesota Election Law
or other applicable laws relating to the conduct of elections.

The clerk shall perform the duties of the chair in the event of the chair’s and the
vice-chair’'s temporary absences.

Vice-Chair [Optional]
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The vice-chair shall perform the duties of the chair in the event of the chair’s temporary
absence.

Superintendent

1. The superintendent shall be an ex officio, nonvoting member of the school
board.

2. The superintendent shall perform the following:
a. visit and supervise the schools in the school district, report and make

recommendations about their condition when advisable or on request by
the school board;

b. recommend to the school board employment and dismissal of teachers;

C. annually evaluate each school principal assigned responsibility for
supervising a school building within the district;

d. superintend school grading practices and examinations for promotions;
e. make reports required by the commissioner; and
f. perform other duties prescribed by the school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.12 (Insufficient Funds to Pay Orders)

Adopted:

Minn. Stat. § 123B.14 (Officers of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.143 (Superintendent)

Minn. Stat. § 126C.17 (Referendum Revenue)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 205A (School District Elections)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 101 (Legal Status of the
School District) MSBA/MASA Model Policy 201 (Legal Status of the School Board)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 203 (Operation of the School Board - Governing
Rules)
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SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 204

ISD 146

SERIES 200 STUDENTS

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures relating to the maintenance of records of
the school board and the publication of its official proceedings.

II1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the policy of the school district to maintain its records so that they will be available for
inspection by members of the general public and to provide for the publication of its official
proceedings in compliance with law.

III. MAINTENANCE OF MINUTES AND RECORDS

A.

Adopted:

The clerk shall keep and maintain permanent records of the school board, including
records of the minutes of school board meetings and other required records of the
school board. All votes taken at meetings required to be open to the public pursuant
to the Minnesota Open Meeting Law shall be recorded in a journal kept for that
purpose. Public records maintained by the school district shall be available for
inspection by members of the public during the regular business hours of the school
district. Minutes of meetings shall be available for inspection at the administrative
offices of the school district after they have been prepared. Minutes of a school board
meeting shall be approved or modified by the school board at a subsequent meeting,
which action shall be reflected in the official proceedings of that subsequent meeting.

Recordings of Closed Meetings

1. All closed meetings, except those closed as permitted by the attorney-client
privilege, must be electronically recorded at the expense of the school district.
Recordings of closed meetings shall be made separately from the recordings of
an open meeting, to the extent such meetings are recorded. If a meeting is
closed to discuss more than one (1) matter, each matter shall be separately
recorded.

2. Recordings of closed meetings shall be preserved by the school district for the
following time periods:

a. Meetings closed to discuss labor negotiations strategy shall be
preserved for two (2) years after the contract is signed.

b. Meetings closed to discuss security matters shall be preserved for at
least four (4) years.

C. Meetings closed to discuss the purchase or sale of property shall be
preserved for at least eight (8) years after the date of the meeting.

d. All other closed meetings shall be preserved by the school district for
at least three (3) years after the date of the meeting.

e. Following the expiration of the above time periods, recordings of
closed meetings shall be maintained as set forth in the school district’s
Records Retention Schedule.
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Recordings of closed meetings shall be classified by the school district as
protected non-public data that is not accessible by the public or any subject of
the data, with the following exceptions:

a. Recordings of labor negotiations strategy meetings shall be classified
as public data and made available to the public after all labor contracts
are signed by the school district for the current budget period.

b. Recordings of meetings related to the purchase or sale of property
shall be classified as public data and made available to the public after
all real or personal property discussed at the meeting has been
purchased or sold or the school district has abandoned the purchase or
sale.

C. Recordings of any other closed meetings shall be classified and/or
released as required by court order.

Recordings of closed meetings shall be maintained separately from recordings
of open meetings, to the extent recordings of open meetings are maintained
by the school district, with the exception of recordings that have been
classified as public data as set forth in Section III.B.3. above. Recordings of
closed meetings classified as non-public data also shall be maintained in a
secure location, separate from recordings classified as public data.

Recordings of closed meetings shall be maintained in a manner to easily
identify the data classification of the recording. The recordings shall be
identified with at least the following information:

a. The date of the closed meeting;

b. The basis upon which the meeting was closed (i.e.: labor negotiations
strategy, purchase or sale of real property, educational data, etc.);
and

C. The classification of the data.

Recordings of closed meetings related to labor negotiations strategy and the
purchase or sale of property shall be maintained and monitored in a manner
that reclassifies the recording as public upon the occurrence of an event
reclassifying that data as set forth in Section III.B.3. above.

IV. PUBLICATION OF OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

A.

Adopted:

The school board shall cause its official proceedings to be published once in the official
newspaper of the school district within thirty (30) days of the meeting at which the
proceedings occurred; however, if the school board conducts regular meetings not
more than once every thirty (30) days, the school board need not publish the minutes
until ten (10) days after they have been approved by the school board.

The proceedings to be published shall be sufficiently full to fairly set forth the
proceedings. They must include the substance of all official actions taken by the
school board at any regular or special meeting, and at minimum must include the
subject matter of a motion, the persons making and seconding the motion, a listing of
how each member present voted on the motion, the character of resolutions offered
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including a brief description of their subject matter and whether adopted or defeated.
The minutes and permanent records of the school board may include more detail than
is required to be published with the official proceedings. If the proceedings have not
yet been approved by the school board, the proceedings to be published may reflect
that fact.

The proceedings to be published may be a summary of the essential elements of the
proceedings, and/or of resolutions and other official actions of the school board. Such
a summary shall be written in a clear and coherent manner and shall, to the extent
possible, avoid the use of technical or legal terms not generally familiar to the public.
When a summary is published, the publication shall clearly indicate that the published
material is only a summary and that the full text is available for public inspection at
the administrative offices of the school district and that a copy of the proceedings,
other than attachments to the minutes, is available without cost at the offices of the
school district or by means of standard or electronic mail.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13D.01, Subds. 4-6 (Open Meeting Law)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.09, Subd. 10 (Boards of Independent School Districts) )
Minn. Stat. § 123B.14, Subd. 7 (Officers of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 331A.01 (Definition)

Minn. Stat. § 331A.05, Subd. 8 (Form of Public Notices)

Minn. Stat. § 331A.08, Subd. 3 (Computation of Time)

Op. Atty. Gen. 161-a-20 (Dec. 17, 1970)

Ketterer v. Independent School District No. 1, 248 Minn. 212, 79 N.W.2d 428
(1956)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 205 (Open Meetings and Closed Meetings)

Adopted:

MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 1, School District Governance, Powers and
Duties
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1. PURPOSE

A. The school board embraces accountability and transparency in the conduct of its

business, in the belief that openness produces better programs, more efficient
administration of programs, and an organization more responsive to public interest and
less susceptible to private interest. The school board shall conduct its business under a
presumption of openness. At the same time, the school board recognizes and respects
the privacy rights of individuals as provided by law. The school board also recognizes
that there are certain exceptions to the Minnesota Open Meeting Law as recognized in
statute where it has been determined that, in limited circumstances, the public interest
is best served by closing a meeting of the school board.

B. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines to assure the rights of the public to
be present at school board meetings, while also protecting an individual’s rights to
privacy under law, and to close meetings when the public interest so requires as
recognized by law.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. Except as otherwise expressly provided by statute, all meetings of the school board,
including executive sessions, shall be open to the public.

B. Meetings shall be closed only when expressly authorized by law.
III1. DEFINITION

“Meeting” means a gathering of at least a quorum of school board members-or quorum of a
committee or subcommittee of school board members, at which members discuss, decide, or
receive information as a group on issues relating to the official business of the school board.
The term does not include a chance or social gathering or the use of social media by members
of a public body so long as the social media use is limited to exchanges with all members of the
general public. For purposes of the Open Meeting Law, social media does not include e-mail.

IV. PROCEDURES

A. Meetings

1. Regular Meetings

A schedule of the regular meetings of the school board shall be kept on file at
the school district office. If the school board decides to hold a regular meeting
at a time or place different from the time or place stated in its regular meeting
schedule, it shall give the same notice of the meeting as for a special meeting.

2. Special Meetings

a. For a special meeting, the school board shall post written notice of the
date, time, place, and purpose of the meeting on the front door of the
District Office. The school board’s actions at the special meeting are
limited to those topics included in the notice.
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The notice shall also be mailed or otherwise delivered to each person
who has filed a written request for notice of special meetings. This notice
shall be posted and mailed or delivered at least three days before the
date of the meeting.

As an alternative to mailing or otherwise delivering notice to persons
who have filed a written request, the school board may publish the
notice once, at least three days before the meeting, in the official
newspaper of the school district or, if none, in a qualified newspaper of
general circulation within the area of the school district.

A person filing a request for notice of special meetings may limit the
request to particular subjects, in which case the school board is required
to send notice to that person only concerning those particular subjects.

The school board will establish an expiration date on requests for notice
of special meetings and require refiling once each year. Not more than
sixty (60) days before the expiration date of request for notice, the
school board shall send notice of the refiling requirement to each person
who filed during the preceding year.

3. Emergency Meetings

Adopted:

An emergency meeting is a special meeting called because of
circumstances that, in the school board’s judgment, require immediate
consideration.

If matters not directly related to the emergency are discussed or acted
upon, the minutes of the meeting shall include a specific description of
those matters.

The school board shall make good faith efforts to provide notice of the
emergency meeting to each news medium that has filed a written
request for notice if the request includes the news medium’s telephone
number.

Notice of the emergency meeting shall be given by telephone or any
other method used to notify the members of the school board.

Notice shall be provided to each news medium which has filed a written
request for notice as soon as reasonably practicable after notice has
been given to the school board members.

Notice shall include the subject of the meeting.

Posted or published notice of an emergency meeting shall not be
required.

The notice requirements for an emergency meeting as set forth in this
policy shall supersede any other statutory notice requirement for a
special meeting that is an emergency meeting.
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Recessed or Continued Meetings

If a meeting is a recessed or continued session of a previous meeting, and the time and place of the
meeting was established during the previous meeting and recorded in the minutes of that meeting, then
no further published or mailed notice is necessary.

Adopted:

5.

Votes

Closed Meetings

The notice requirements of the Minnesota Open Meeting Law apply to closed
meetings.

Actual Notice
If a person receives actual notice of a meeting of the school board at least
twenty-four (24) hours before the meeting, all notice requirements are satisfied

with respect to that person, regardless of the method of receipt of notice.

Meetings during Pandemic or Chapter 12 Emergency

In the event of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under. Minnesota
Statutes chapter 12, a meeting may be conducted by telephone or interactive
technology in compliance with Minnesota Statutes section 13D.021.

Meetings by Interactive Technology

A meeting may be conducted by interactive technology, Zoom, Skype, or other
similar electronic means in compliance with Minnesota Statutes section 13D.02.

The votes of school board members shall be recorded in a journal or minutes kept for
that purpose. The journal or any minutes used to record votes of a meeting must be
open to the public during all normal business hours at the school district’s administrative

offices.

Written Materials

In any open meeting, a copy of any printed materials, including electronic
communications, relating to the agenda items of the meeting prepared or
distributed by or at the direction of the school board or its employees and
distributed to or available to all school board members shall be available in the
meeting room for inspection by the public while the school board considers their
subject matter.

This provision does not apply to materials not classified by law as public, or to
materials relating to the agenda items of a closed meeting.

Open Meetings and Data

Meetings may not be closed to discuss data that are not public data, except as
provided under Minnesota law.
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2. Data that are not public data may be discussed at an open meeting if the

disclosure relates to a matter within the scope of the school board’s authority
and is reasonably necessary to conduct the business or agenda item before the
school board.

3. Data discussed at an open meeting retain the data’s original classification;
however, a record of the meeting, regardless of form, shall be public.

E. Closed Meetings
1. Labor Negotiations Strategy
a. The school board may, by a majority vote in a public meeting, decide to

hold a closed meeting to consider strategy for labor negotiations,
including negotiation strategies or developments or discussion and
review of labor negotiation proposals, conducted pursuant to
Minnesota’s Public Employment Labor Relations Act (PELRA)

b. The time and place of the closed meeting shall be announced at the
public meeting. A written roll of school board members and all other
persons present at the closed meeting shall be made available to the
public after the closed meeting. The proceedings of a closed meeting to
discuss negotiation strategies shall be tape recorded, and the tape
recording shall be preserved for two years after the contract discussed
at the meeting is signed. The recording shall be made available to the
public after all labor contracts are signed by the school board for the
current budget period.

2. Sessions Closed by Bureau of Mediation Services

All negotiations, mediation meetings, and hearings between the school board
and its employees or their respective representatives are public meetings.
Mediation meetings may be closed only by the Commissioner of the Bureau of
Mediation Services (BMS). The use of recording devices, stenographic records,
or other recording methods is prohibited in mediation meetings closed by the
BMS.

3. Preliminary Consideration of Allegations or Charges

The school board shall close one or more meetings for preliminary consideration
of allegations or charges against an individual subject to its authority. If the
school board members conclude that discipline of any nature may be warranted
as a result of those specific charges or allegations, further meetings or hearings
relating to those specific charges or allegations held after that conclusion is
reached must be open. A meeting must also be open at the request of the
individual who is the subject of the meeting. A closed meeting for this purpose
must be electronically recorded at the expense of the school district, and the
recording must be preserved for at least three years after the date of the
meeting. The recording is not available to the public.
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Performance Evaluations

The school board may close a meeting to evaluate the performance of an
individual who is subject to its authority. The school board shall identify the
individual to be evaluated prior to closing a meeting. At its next open meeting,
the school board shall summarize its conclusions regarding the evaluation. A
meeting must be open at the request of the individual who is the subject of the
meeting. A closed meeting for this purpose must be electronically recorded at
the expense of the school district, and the recording must be preserved for at
least three years after the date of the meeting. The recording is not available
to the public.

Attorney-Client Privilege Meeting

A meeting may be closed if permitted by the attorney-client privilege. Attorney-
client privilege applies when litigation is imminent or threatened, or when the
school board needs advice above the level of general legal advice, for example,
regarding specific acts and their legal consequences. A meeting may be closed
to seek legal advice concerning litigation strategy, but the mere threat that
litigation might be a consequence of deciding a matter one way or another does
not, by itself, justify closing the meeting. The motion to close the meeting must
specifically describe the matter to be discussed at the closed meeting, subject
to relevant privacy and confidentiality considerations under state and federal
law. The law does not require that such a meeting be recorded.

Dismissal Hearing

a. A hearing on dismissal of a licensed teacher shall be public or private at
the teacher’s discretion. A hearing regarding placement of teachers on
unrequested leave of absence shall be public.

b. A hearing on dismissal of a student pursuant to the Pupil Fair Dismissal
Act shall be closed unless the pupil, parent, or guardian requests an
open hearing.

C. To the extent a teacher or student dismissal hearing is held before the
school board and is closed, the closed meeting must be electronically
recorded at the expense of the school district, and the recording must
be preserved for at least three years after the date of the meeting. The
recording is not available to the public.

Coaches; Opportunity to Respond

a. If the school board has declined to renew the coaching contract of a
licensed or nonlicensed head varsity coach, it must notify the coach
within fourteen (14) days of that decision.

b. If the coach requests the reasons for the nonrenewal, the school board
must give the coach its reasons in writing within ten (10) days of
receiving the request. The existence of parent complaints must not be
the sole reason for the school board not to renew a coaching contract.
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On the request of the coach, the school board must provide the coach
with a reasonable opportunity to respond to the reasons at a school
board meeting.

The meeting may be open or closed at the election of the coach unless
the meeting is closed as required by Minnesota Statutes section 13D.05
to discuss educational or certain other nonpublic data.

A meeting closed for this purpose must be electronically recorded at the
expense of the school district, and the recording must be preserved for
at least three years after the date of the meeting. The recording is not
available to the public.

8. Meetings to Discuss Certain Not Public Data

Any portion of a meeting must be closed if the following types of data
are discussed:

(1) data that would identify alleged victims or reporters of criminal
sexual conduct, domestic abuse, or maltreatment of minors or
vulnerable adults;

(2) active investigative data collected or created by a law enforcement agency;

(3) educational data, health data, medical data, welfare data, or mental health

data that are not public data; or

(4) an individual’s personal medical records.

b.

A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of the

school district, and the recording must be preserved for at least three years after the date of the
meeting. The recording is not available to the public.
9. Purchase and Sale of Property

a.

Adopted:

The school board may close a meeting:

(1) to determine the asking price for real or personal property to be
sold by the school district;

(2) to review confidential or nonpublic appraisal data; and

(3) to develop or consider offers or counteroffers for the purchase
or sale of real or personal property.

Before closing the meeting, the school board must identify on the record
the particular real or personal property that is the subject of the closed
meeting.

The closed meeting must be tape recorded at the expense of the school
district. The tape must be preserved for eight years after the date of
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the meeting and be made available to the public after all real or personal
property discussed at the meeting has been purchased or sold or the
school board has abandoned the purchase or sale. The real or personal
property that is the subject of the closed meeting must be specifically
identified on the tape. A list of school board members and all other
persons present at the closed meeting must be made available to the
public after the closed meeting.

An agreement reached that is based on an offer considered at a closed
meeting is contingent on its approval by the school board at an open
meeting. The actual purchase or sale must be approved at an open
meeting and the purchase price or sale price is public data.

10. Security Matters

The school board may close a meeting to receive security briefings and
reports, to discuss issues related to security systems, to discuss
emergency response procedures, and to discuss security deficiencies in
or recommendations regarding public services, infrastructure, and
facilities, if disclosure of the information discussed would pose a danger
to public safety or compromise security procedures or responses.

Financial issues related to security matters must be discussed and all
related financial decisions must be made at an open meeting.

Before closing a meeting, the school board must refer to the facilities,
systems, procedures, services, or infrastructures to be considered
during the closed meeting.

The closed meeting must be tape recorded at the expense of the school
district and the recording must be preserved for at least four years.

11. Other Meetings

Other meetings shall be closed as provided by law, except as provided above.
A closed meeting must be electronically recorded at the expense of the school
district, and the recording must be preserved for at least three years after the
date of the meeting. The recording is not available to the public.

F. Procedures for Closing a Meeting

The school board shall provide notice of a closed meeting just as for an open meeting.
A school board meeting may be closed only after a majority vote at a public meeting.
Before closing a meeting, the school board shall state on the record the specific authority
permitting the meeting to be closed and shall describe the subject to be discussed.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 13D (Open Meeting Law)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.47, Subd. 5 (Exclusion and Expulsion Procedures)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.33, Subd. 3 (License and Degree Exemption for Head Coach)

Adopted:
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Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 14 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)

Minn. Stat. § 179A.14, Subd. 3 (Negotiation Procedures)

Minn. Rules Part 5510.2810 (Petition for Mediation)

Brown v. Cannon Falls Township, 723 N.W.2d 31 (Minn. App. 2006)

Brainerd Daily Dispatch v. Dehen, 693 N.W.2d 435 (Minn. App. 2005)

The Free Press v. County of Blue Earth, 677 N.W.2d 471 (Minn. App. 2004)
Prior Lake American v. Mader, 642 N.W.2d 729 (Minn. 2002)

Star Tribune v. Board of Education, Special School District No. 1, 507 N.W.2d
869 (Minn. App. 1993)

Minnesota Daily v. University of Minnesota, 432 N.W.2d 189 (Minn. App. 1988)
Moberg v. Independent School District No. 281, 336 N.W.2d 510 (Minn. 1983)
Sovereign v. Dunn, 498 N.W.2d 62 (Minn. App. 1993), rev. denied. (Minn. 1993)
Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 21-003 (April 19, 2021)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 21-002 (January 13, 2021)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 19-012 (October 24, 2019)Dept. of Admin.
Advisory Op. No. 19-008 (May 22, 2019)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 19-006 (April 9, 2019)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 18-019 (December 28, 2018)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 17-005 (June 22, 2017)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 13-009 (March 19, 2013)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 12-004 (March 8, 2012)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 11-004 (April 18, 2011)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 10-020 (September 23, 2010)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 09-020 (September 8, 2009)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 08-015 (July 9, 2008)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 06-027 (September 28, 2006)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 04-004 (February 3, 2004)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 204 (School Board Meeting Minutes)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 206 (Public Participation in School Board
Meetings/Complaints about Persons at School Board Meetings and Data Privacy
Considerations)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 207 (Public Hearings)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)

MSBA Law Bulletin "C"” (Minnesota’s Open Meeting Law)
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to observe state statutes regarding conflicts of interest and to
engage in school district business activities in a fashion designed to avoid any conflict of interest
or the appearance of impropriety.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the policy of the school board to contract for goods and services in conformance with
statutory conflict of interest laws and in a manner that will avoid any conflict of interest or the
appearance thereof. Accordingly, the school board will contract under the statutory exception
provisions only when it is clearly in the best interest of the school district because of limitations
that may exist on goods or services otherwise available to the school district.

GENERAL PROHIBITIONS AND RECOGNIZED STATUTORY EXCEPTIONS

A. A school board member who is authorized to take part in any manner in making any
sale, lease, or contract in his or her official capacity shall not voluntarily have a personal
financial interest in that sale, lease, or contract or personally benefit financially
therefrom.

B. In the following circumstances, however, the school board may as an exception, by
unanimous vote, contract for goods or services with a school board member of the school
district:

1. In the designation of a bank or savings association, in which a school board
member is interested, as an authorized depository for school district funds and
as a source of borrowing, provided such deposited funds are protected in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes chapter 118A. Any school board member
having said interest shall disclose that interest and the interest shall be entered
upon the school board minutes. Disclosure shall be made when such bank or
savings association is first designated as a depository or source of borrowing,
or when such school board member is elected, whichever is later. Disclosure
serves as notice of the interest and need only be made once;

2. The designation of an official newspaper, or publication of official matters
therein, in which the school board member is interested when it is the only
newspaper complying with statutory requirements relating to the designation or
publication;

3. A contract with a cooperative association of which the school board member is
a shareholder or stockholder but not an officer or manager;

4. A contract for which competitive bids are not required by law. A contract made
under this exception will be void unless the following procedures are observed:

a. The school board shall authorize the contract in advance of its
performance by adopting a resolution setting out the essential facts and
determining that the contract price is as low as or lower than the price
at which the goods or services could be obtained elsewhere.
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b. In the case of an emergency when the contract cannot be authorized in
advance, payment of the claims must be authorized by a like resolution
wherein the facts of the emergency are also stated.

C. Before a claim is paid, the interested school board member shall file with
the clerk of the school board an affidavit stating:

(1) The name of the school board member and the office held;

(2) An itemization of the goods or services furnished;

(3) The contract price;

4) The reasonable value;

(5) The interest of the school board member in the contract; and
(6) That to the best of the school board member’s knowledge and

belief, the contract price is as low as, or lower than, the price at
which the goods or services could be obtained from other
sources.

5. A school board member may contract with the school district to provide
construction materials or services, or both, when the sealed bid process is used.
When the contract comes before the school board for consideration, the
interested school board member may not vote on the contract. (Note: This
section applies only when the school district has a population of 1,000 or less
according to the last federal census.)

6. A school board member may rent space in a public facility at a rate
commensurate with that paid by other members of the public.

In the following circumstances, the school board may as an exception, by majority vote
at a meeting at which all school board members are present, contract for services with
a school board member of the school district: A school board member may be newly
employed or may continue to be employed by the school district as an employee only if
there is a reasonable expectation on July 1, or at the time the contract is entered into
or extended, that the amount to be earned by that school board member under that
contract or employment relationship, will not exceed $20,000 in that fiscal year. If the
school board member does not receive majority approval to be initially employed or to
continue in employment at a meeting at which all school board members are present,
that employment is immediately terminated and that school board member has no
further rights to employment while serving as a school board member in the school
district.

The school board may contract with a class of school district employees, such as
teachers or custodians, when the spouse of a school board member is a member of the
class of employees contracting with the school board and the employee spouse receives
no special monetary or other benefit that is substantially different from the benefits that
other members of the class receive under the employment contract. For the school
board to invoke this exception, it must have a majority of disinterested school board
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members vote to approve the contract, direct the school board member spouse to
abstain from voting to approve the contract, and publicly set out the essential facts of
the contract at the meeting in which the contract is approved.

LIMITATIONS ON RELATED EMPLOYEES

A. The school board must hire or dismiss teachers only at duly called meetings. When a
husband and wife, brother and sister, or two brothers or sisters, constitute a quorum,
no contract employing a teacher may be made or authorized except upon the unanimous
vote of the full school board.

B. The school board may not employ any teacher related by blood or marriage to a school
board member, within the fourth degree as computed by the civil law, except by a
unanimous vote of the full school board.

CONFLICTS PRIOR TO TAKING OFFICE

A school board member with personal financial interest in a sale, lease, or contract with the
school district which was entered before the school board member took office and presents an
actual or potential conflict of interest, shall immediately notify the school board of such interest.
It shall thereafter be the responsibility of the school board member to refrain from participating
in any action relating to the sale, lease, or contract. At the time of renewal of any such sale,
lease, or contract, the school board may enter into or renew such sale, lease, or contract only
if it falls within one of the enumerated exceptions for contracts relating to goods or services
provided above and if the procedures provided in this policy are followed.

DETERMINATION AS TO WHETHER A CONFLICT OF INTEREST EXISTS

The determination as to whether a conflict of interest exists is to be made by the school board.
Any school board member who has an actual or potential conflict shall notify the school board
of such conflict immediately. The school board member shall thereafter cooperate with the
school board as necessary for the school board to make its determination.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 3 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.195 (Board Member’s Right to Employment)
Minn. Stat. § 471.87 (Public Officers, Interest in Contract; Penalty)
Minn. Stat. § 471.88, Subds. 2, 3, 4, 5, 12, 13, and 21 (Exceptions)
Minn. Stat. § 471.89 (Contract, When Void)

Op. Atty. Gen. 437-A-4, March 15, 1935

Op. Atty. Gen. 90-C-5, July 30, 1940

Op. Atty. Gen. 90-A, August 14, 1957

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 101 (Legal Status of the School Board)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 209 (Code of Ethics)
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to maintain a safe and healthful environment in the school district
in order to promote the physical, social, and psychological well-being of its students. To that
end, the school district will seek a criminal history background check for applicants who receive
an offer of employment with the school district and on all individuals, except enrolled student
volunteers, who are offered the opportunity to provide athletic coaching services or other
extracurricular academic coaching services to the school district, regardless of whether any
compensation is paid, or such other background checks as provided by this policy. The school
district may also elect to do background checks of other volunteers, independent contractors,
and student employees in the school district.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district shall require that applicants for school district positions who receive
an offer of employment and all individuals, except enrolled student volunteers, who are
offered the opportunity to provide athletic coaching services or other extracurricular
academic coaching services to the school district, regardless of whether any
compensation is paid, submit to a criminal history background check. The offer of
employment or the opportunity to provide services shall be conditioned upon a
determination by the school district that an individual’s criminal history does not
preclude the individual from employment with, or provision of services to, the school
district.

B. The school district specifically reserves any and all rights it may have to conduct
background checks regarding current employees, applicants, or service providers
without the consent of such individuals.

C. Adherence to this policy by the school district shall in no way limit the school district’s
right to require additional information, or to use procedures currently in place or other
procedures to gain additional background information concerning employees,
applicants, volunteers, service providers, independent contractors, and student

employees.
PROCEDURES
A. Normally an individual will not commence employment or provide services until the

school district receives the results of the criminal history background check. The school
district may conditionally hire an applicant or allow an individual to provide services
pending completion of the background check but shall notify the individual that the
individual’s employment or opportunity to provide services may be terminated based on
the result of the background check. Background checks will be performed by the
Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA). The BCA shall conduct the
background check by retrieving criminal history data as defined in Minnesota Statutes
section 13.87. The school district reserves the right to also have criminal history
background checks conducted by other organizations or agencies.

B. In order for an individual to be eligible for employment or to provide athletic coaching
services or other extracurricular academic coaching services to the school district,
except for an enrolled student volunteer, the individual must sign a criminal history
consent form, which provides permission for the school district to conduct a criminal
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history background check, and provide a money order or check payable to either the
BCA or to the school district, at the election of the school district, in an amount equal to
the actual cost to the BCA and the school district of conducting the criminal history
background check. The cost of the criminal history background check is the
responsibility of the individual, unless the school district decides to pay the costs for a
volunteer, an independent contractor, or a student employee. If the individual fails to
provide the school district with a signed Informed Consent Form and fee at the time the
individual receives a job offer, or permission to provide services, the individual will be
considered to have voluntarily withdrawn the application for employment or request to
provide services.

The school district, in its discretion, may elect not to request a criminal history
background check on an individual who holds an initial entrance license issued by the
Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board or the Minnesota
Commissioner of Education within the 12 months preceding an offer of employment or
permission to provide services.

The school district may use the results of a criminal background check conducted at the
request of another school hiring authority if:

1. the results of the criminal background check are on file with the other school
hiring authority or otherwise accessible;

2. the other school hiring authority conducted a criminal background check within
the previous 12 months;

3. the individual executes a written consent form giving the school district access
to the results of the check; and

4, there is no reason to believe that the individual has committed an act
subsequent to the check that would disqualify the individual for employment or
provision of services.

For all nonstate residents who are offered employment with or the opportunity to provide
athletic coaching services or other extracurricular academic coaching services to the
school district, the school district shall request a criminal history background check on
such individuals from the superintendent of the BCA and from the government agency
performing the same function in the resident state or, if no government entity performs
the same function in the resident state, from the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The
offer of employment or the opportunity to provide services shall be conditioned upon a
determination by the school district that an individual’s criminal history does not
preclude the individual from employment with, or provision of services to, the school
district. Such individuals must provide an executed criminal history consent form.

When required, individuals must provide fingerprints to assist in a criminal history
background check. If the fingerprints provided by the individual are unusable, the
individual will be required to submit another set of prints.

Copies of this policy shall be available in the school district’s employment office and will
be distributed to applicants for employment and individuals who are offered the
opportunity to provide athletic coaching services or other extracurricular academic
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coaching services upon request. The need to submit to a criminal history background
check may be included with the basic criteria for employment or provision of services in
the position posting and position advertisements.

The individual will be informed of the results of the criminal background check(s) to the
extent required by law.

If the criminal history background check precludes employment with, or provision of
services to, the school district, the individual will be so advised.

The school district may apply these procedures to other volunteers, independent
contractors, or student employees.

At the beginning of each school year or when a student enrolls, the school district will
notify parents and guardians about this policy and identify those positions subject to a
background check and the extent of the school district’'s discretion in requiring a
background check. The school district may include this notice in its student handbook,
a school policy guide, or other similar communication. A form notice for this purpose is
included with this policy.

IV. CRIMINAL HISTORY CONSENT FORM

A form to obtain consent for a criminal history background check is included with this policy.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.04, Subd. 4 (Rights of Subjects of Data)

Minn. Stat. § 13.87, Subd. 1 (Criminal Justice Data)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.03 (Background Check)

Minn. Stat. §§ 299C.60-299C.64 (Minnesota Child, Elder, and Individuals with
Disabilities Protection Background Check Act)

Minn. Stat. § 364.09(b) (Exception for School Districts)

Cross References: None

Adopted:
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The purpose of this policy is to comply with the Minnesota Veterans Preference Act (VPA)
which provides preference points for veterans applying for employment with political
subdivisions, including school districts, as well as additional rights for veterans in the discharge
process.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The school district’s policy is to comply with the VPA regarding veteran’s preference
rights and mandated preference points to veterans and spouses of deceased veterans
or disabled veterans.

The school district’s policy is also to comply with the VPA requirement that no covered
veteran may be removed from public employment except for incompetency or
misconduct shown after a hearing upon due notice, upon stated charges, and in writing.
This paragraph does not apply to the position of teacher.

Veteran’s preference points will be applied pursuant to applicable law as follows:

1.

A credit of ten points shall be added to the competitive open examination
rating of a non-disabled veteran, who so elects, provided that the veteran
obtained a passing rating on the examination without the addition of the
credit points.

A credit of fifteen points shall be added to the competitive open examination
rating of a disabled veteran, who so elects, provided that the veteran obtained
a passing rating on the examination without the addition of the credit points.

A credit of five points shall be added to the competitive promotional
examination rating of a disabled veteran, who so elects, provided that (a) the
veteran obtained a passing rating on the examination without the addition of
the credit points and (b) the veteran is applying for a first promotion after
securing public employment.

A preference may be used by the surviving spouse of a deceased veteran and
by the spouse of a disabled veteran who, because of the disability, is unable
to qualify.
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D. Eligibility for and application of veteran’s preference, the definition of a veteran, and
the definition of a disabled veteran for purposes of this policy will be pursuant to the
VPA.

E. When notifying applicants that they have been accepted into the selection process, the
school district shall notify applicants that they may elect to use veteran’s
preference.

F. The school district’s policy is to use a 100-point hiring system to enable allocation of

veteran’s preference points. The school district may or may not use a 100-point hiring
system for filling teaching positions. If a 100-point hiring system is not used for filling
a teaching position, preference points will not be added, but all veteran applicants who
have proper licensure for the teaching position will be granted an interview for the
position.

G. If the school district rejects a member of the finalist pool who has claimed veteran’s
preference, the school district shall notify the finalist in writing of the reasons for
the rejection and file the notice with the school district’'s personnel officer.

[Note: A _school district _may require a veteran to complete an initial hiring
probationary period as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 43A.16.]

H. In accordance with the VPA, no honorably discharged veteran shall be removed from
a position of employment except for incompetency, misconduct, or good faith
abolishment of position.

1. Incompetency or misconduct must be shown after a hearing, upon due
notice, upon stated charges, in writing.

2. A veteran must irrevocably elect to be governed either by the VPA or by
arbitration provisions set forth in a collective bargaining agreement in the event
of a discharge.

I. The VPA and the provisions of this policy do not apply to the position of private
secretary, superintendent, head of a department, or any person holding a strictly
confidential relation to the school board or school district. The VPA and the
provisions of this policy apply to teachers only with respect to the hiring process, as
set forth in Paragraph F., above.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 43A.11 (Veteran’s Preference)
Minn. Stat. § 197.455 (Veteran’s Preference Applied)
Minn. Stat. § 197.46 (Veterans Preference Act)
Hall v. City of Champlin, 463 N.W.2d 502 (Minn. 1990)
Young v. City of Duluth, 410 N.W.2d 27 (Minn. Ct. App. 1987)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 401 (Equal Employment Opportunity)
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1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide school district employees a place of employment and
conditions of employment free from recognized hazards that are likely to cause death or
serious injury or harm.

II1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of this school district is to provide information and training to employees who may
be “routinely exposed” to a hazardous substance, harmful physical agent, infectious agent, or
blood borne pathogen.

I1I. DEFINITIONS

A.

B.

Adopted:

“Commissioner” means the Minnesota Commissioner of Labor and Industry.

“Routinely exposed” means that there is a reasonable potential for exposure during
the normal course of assigned work or when an employee is assigned to work in an
area where a hazardous substance has been spilled.

“Hazardous substance” means a chemical or substance, or mixture of chemicals and
substances, which:

1. is regulated by the Federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration
under the Code of Federal Regulations; or

2. is either toxic or highly toxic; an irritant; corrosive; a strong oxidizer; a strong
sensitizer; combustible; either flammable or extremely flammable;
dangerously reactive; pyrophoric; pressure-generating; compressed gas;
carcinogen; teratogen; mutagen; reproductive toxic agent; or that otherwise,
according to generally accepted documented medical or scientific evidence,
may cause substantial acute or chronic personal injury or illness during or as a
direct result of any customary or reasonably foreseeable accidental or
intentional exposure to the chemical or substance; or

3. is determined by the commissioner as a part of the standard for the chemical
or substance or mixture of chemicals and substances to present a significant
risk to worker health and safety or imminent danger of death or serious
physical harm to an employee as a result of foreseeable use, handling,
accidental spill, exposure, or contamination.

“Harmful physical agent” means a physical agent determined by the commissioner as
a part of the standard for that agent to present a significant risk to worker health or
safety or imminent danger of death or serious physical harm to an employee. This
definition includes, but is not limited to, radiation, whether ionizing or nonionizing.

“Infectious agent” means a communicable bacterium, rickettsia, parasites, virus, or
fungus determined by the commissioner by rule, with approval of the commissioner of
health, which, according to documented medical or scientific evidence, causes
substantial acute or chronic illness or permanent disability as a foreseeable and direct
result of any routine exposure to the infectious agent. Infectious agent does not
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include an agent in or on the body of a patient before diagnosis.

F. “Blood borne pathogen” means a pathogenic microorganism that is present in human
blood and can cause disease in humans. This definition includes, but is not limited to,
hepatitis B virus (HBV) and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

IV. TARGET JOB CATEGORIES

Annual training will be provided to all full- and part-time employees who are “routinely
exposed” to a hazardous substance, harmful physical agent, infectious agent, or blood borne
pathogen as set forth above.

V. TRAINING SCHEDULE
Training will be provided to employees before beginning a job assignment as follows:

A. Any newly hired employee assigned to a work area where he or she is determined to
be “routinely exposed” under the guidelines above.

B. Any employee reassigned to a work area where he or she is determined to be
“routinely exposed” under the above guidelines.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 182 (Occupational Safety and Health)
Minn. Rules Ch. 5205 (Occupational Safety and Health Standards)
Minn. Rules Ch. 5206 (Hazardous Substances; Employee Right to Know
Standards)
29 C.F.R. § 1910.1050, App. B (Substance Technical Guidelines)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 420 (Students and Employees with Sexually
Transmitted Infections and Diseases and Certain Other Communicable
Diseases and Infectious Conditions)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 807 (Health and Safety Policy)
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1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to make clear the statutory requirements of school personnel to
report suspected child neglect or physical or sexual abuse.

II1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The policy of the school district is to fully comply with Minnesota Statutes chapter 260E
requiring school personnel to report suspected child neglect, mental injury or physical
or sexual abuse.

A violation of this policy occurs when any school personnel fails to immediately report
instances of child neglect or physical or sexual abuse when the school personnel knows
or has reason to believe a child is being neglected or physically or sexually abused or
has been neglected or physically or sexually abused within the preceding three years.

I1I. DEFINITIONS

A.

Adopted:

“Accidental” means a sudden, not reasonably foreseeable, and unexpected occurrence
or event that:

1. is not likely to occur and could not have been prevented by exercise of due care;
and
2. if occurring while a child is receiving services from a facility, happens when the

facility and the employee or person providing services in the facility are in
compliance with the laws and rules relevant to the occurrence of event.

“Child” means one under age 18 and, for purposes of Minnesota Statutes chapter 260C
(Juvenile Safety and Placement) and Minnesota Statutes chapter 260D (Child in
Voluntary Foster Care for Treatment), includes an individual under age 21 who is in
foster care pursuant to Minnesota Statutes chapter 260C.451 (Foster Care Benefits Past
Age 18).

“"Immediately” means as soon as possible but in no event longer than 24 hours.

“Mandated reporter” means any school personnel who knows or has reason to believe a
child is being maltreated or has been maltreated within the preceding three years.

“Mental injury” means an injury to the psychological capacity or emotional stability of a
child as evidenced by an observable or substantial impairment in the child’s ability to
function within a normal range of performance and behavior with due regard to the
child’s culture.

“Neglect” means the commission or omission of any of the acts specified below, other
than by accidental means:

1. failure by a person responsible for a child’s care to supply a child with necessary
food, clothing, shelter, health care, medical, or other care required for the child’s
physical or mental health when reasonably able to do so;
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2. failure to protect a child from conditions or actions that seriously endanger the
child’s physical or mental health when reasonably able to do so, including a
growth delay, which may be referred to as a failure to thrive, that has been
diagnosed by a physician and is due to parental neglect;

3. failure to provide for necessary supervision or child care arrangements
appropriate for a child after considering factors as the child’s age, mental ability,
physical condition, length of absence, or environment, when the child is unable
to care for the child’s own basic needs or safety, or the basic needs or safety of
another child in his or her care;

4. failure to ensure that a child is educated in accordance with state law, which
does not include a parent’s refusal to provide his or her child with
sympathomimetic medications;

5. prenatal exposure to a controlled substance as defined in state law used by the
mother for a nonmedical purpose, as evidenced by withdrawal symptoms in the
child at birth, results of a toxicology test performed on the mother at delivery
or the child’s birth, medical effects or developmental delays during the child’s
first year of life that medically indicate prenatal exposure to a controlled
substance, or the presence of a fetal alcohol spectrum disorder;

6. medical neglect as defined by Minnesota Statutes section 260C.007, subdivision.
6, clause (5);

7. chronic and severe use of alcohol or a controlled substance by a person
responsible for the care of the child that adversely affects the child’s basic needs
and safety; or

8. emotional harm from a pattern of behavior that contributes to impaired
emotional functioning of the child, which may be demonstrated by a substantial
and observable effect in the child’s behavior, emotional response, or cognition
that is not within the normal range for the child’s age and stage of development,
with due regard to the child’s culture.

Neglect does not occur solely because the child’s parent, guardian, or other person
responsible for the child’s care in good faith selects and depends upon spiritual means
or prayer for treatment or care of disease or remedial care of the child in lieu of medical
care.

“"Nonmaltreatment mistake” occurs when: (1) at the time of the incident, the individual
was performing duties identified in the center’s child care program plan required under
Minnesota Rules part 9503.0045; (2) the individual has not been determined responsible
for a similar incident that resulted in a finding of maltreatment for at least seven years;
(3) the individual has not been determined to have committed a similar
nonmaltreatment mistake under this paragraph for at least four years; (4) any injury to
a child resulting from the incident, if treated, is treated only with remedies that are
available over the counter, whether ordered by a medical professional or not; and (5)
except for the period when the incident occurred, the facility and the individual providing
services were both in compliance with all licensing requirements relevant to the incident.
This definition only applies to child care centers licensed under Minnesota Rules chapter
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9503.

“Person responsible for the child’s care” means (1) an individual functioning within the
family unit and having responsibilities for the care of the child such as a parent,
guardian, or other person having similar care responsibilities, or (2) an individual
functioning outside the family unit and having responsibilities for the care of the child
such as a teacher, school administrator, other school employee or agent, or other lawful
custodian of a child having either full-time or short-term care responsibilities including,
but not limited to, day care, babysitting whether paid or unpaid, counseling, teaching,
and coaching.

“Physical abuse” means any physical injury, mental injury (under subdivision 13), or
threatened injury (under subdivision 23), inflicted by a person responsible for the child’s
care on a child other than by accidental means; or any physical or mental injury that
cannot reasonably be explained by the child’s history of injuries, or any aversive or
deprivation procedures, or regulated interventions, that have not been authorized by
Minnesota Statutes section 125A.0942 or 245.825.

Abuse does not include reasonable and moderate physical discipline of a child
administered by a parent or legal guardian that does not result in an injury. Abuse does
not include the use of reasonable force by a teacher, principal, or school employee as
allowed by Minnesota Statutes section 121A.582.

Actions that are not reasonable and moderate include, but are not limited to, any of the
following: (1) throwing, kicking, burning, biting, or cutting a child; (2) striking a child
with a closed fist; (3) shaking a child under age three; (4) striking or other actions that
result in any nonaccidental injury to a child under 18 months of age; (5) unreasonable
interference with a child’s breathing; (6) threatening a child with a weapon, as defined
in Minnesota Statutes section 609.02, subdivision 6; (7) striking a child under age one
on the face or head; (8) striking a child who is at least age one but under age four on
the face or head, which results in an injury; (9) purposely giving a child poison, alcohol,
or dangerous, harmful, or controlled substances that were not prescribed for the child
by a practitioner, in order to control or punish the child, or other substances that
substantially affect the child’s behavior, motor coordination, or judgment, or that result
in sickness or internal injury, or that subject the child to medical procedures that would
be unnecessary if the child were not exposed to the substances; (10) unreasonable
physical confinement or restraint not permitted under Minnesota Statutes section
609.379, including, but not limited to, tying, caging, or chaining; or (11) in a school
facility or school zone, an act by a person responsible for the child’s care that is a
violation under Minnesota Statutes section 121A.58.

“"Report” means any communication received by the local welfare agency, police
department, county sheriff, or agency responsible for child protection pursuant to this
section that describes maltreatment of a child and contains sufficient content to identify
the child and any person believed to be responsible for the maltreatment, if known.

“School personnel” means professional employee or professional’s delegate of the school
district who provides health, educational, social, psychological, law enforcement, or child
care services.

“Sexual abuse” means the subjection of a child by a person responsible for the child’s
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care, by a person who has a significant relationship to the child (as defined in Minnesota
Statutes section 609.341, subdivision 15), or by a person in a current or recent position
of authority (as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 609.341, subdivision 10) to any
act which constitutes a violation of Minnesota statutes prohibiting criminal sexual
conduct. Such acts include sexual penetration, sexual contact, solicitation of children
to engage in sexual conduct, and communication of sexually explicit materials to
children. Sexual abuse also includes any act involving a minor that constitutes a
violation of Minnesota statutes prohibiting prostitution or use of a minor in a sexual
performance. Sexual abuse includes all reports of known or suspected child sex
trafficking involving a child who is identified as a victim of sex trafficking. Sexual abuse
includes threatened sexual abuse which includes the status of a parent or household
member who has committed a violation that requires registration under Minnesota
Statutes section 243.166, subdivision 1b(a) or (b).

“Threatened injury” means a statement, overt act, condition, or status that represents
a substantial risk of physical or sexual abuse or mental injury. Threatened injury
includes, but is not limited to, exposing a child to a person responsible for the child’s
care who has (1) subjected the child to, or failed to protect a child from, an overt act or
condition that constitutes egregious harm; (2) been found to be palpably unfit; (3)
committed an act that resulted in an involuntary termination of parental rights; (4), or
committed an act that resulted in the involuntary transfer of permanent legal and
physical custody of a child to a relative.

IV. REPORTING PROCEDURES

A.

Adopted:

A mandated reporter shall immediately report the information to the local welfare
agency, agency responsible for assessing or investigating the report, police department,
county sheriff, tribal social services agency, or tribal police department. The reporter
will include his or her name and address in the report.

An oral report shall be made immediately by telephone or otherwise., The oral report
shall be followed by a written report within 72 hours (exclusive of weekends and
holidays) to the appropriate police department, the county sheriff, local welfare agency,
or agency responsible for assessing or investigating the report. Any report shall be of
sufficient content to identify the child, any person believed to be responsible for the
maltreatment of the child if the person is known, the nature and extent of the
maltreatment, and the name and address of the reporter.

Regardless of whether a report is made, as soon as practicable after a school receives
information regarding an incident that may constitute maltreatment of a child in a school
facility, the school shall inform the parent, legal guardian, or custodian of the child that
an incident has occurred that may constitute maltreatment of the child, when the
incident occurred, and the nature of the conduct that may constitute maltreatment.

A mandated reporter who knows or has reason to know of the deprivation of custodial
or parental rights or the kidnapping of a child shall report the information to the local
police department or the county sheriff.

With the exception of a health care professional or a social service professional who is
providing the woman with prenatal care or other health care services, a mandated
reporter shall immediately report to the local welfare agency if the person knows or has
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reason to believe that a woman is pregnant and has used a controlled substance for a
nonmedical purpose during the pregnancy, including, but not Ilimited to,
tetrahydrocannabinol, or has consumed alcoholic beverages during the pregnancy in any
way that is habitual or excessive.

A person mandated by Minnesota law and this policy to report who fails to report may
be subject to criminal penalties and/or discipline, up to and including termination of
employment.

An employer of a mandated reporter shall not retaliate against the person for reporting
in good faith maltreatment against a child with respect to whom a report is made,
because of the report.

Any person who knowingly or recklessly makes a false report under the provisions of
applicable Minnesota law or this policy shall be liable in a civil suit for any actual damages
suffered by the person or persons so reported and for any punitive damages set by the
court or jury, plus costs and reasonable attorney fees. Knowingly or recklessly making
a false report also may result in discipline.

V. INVESTIGATION

A.

Adopted:

The responsibility for assessing or investigating reports of suspected maltreatment rests
with the appropriate state, county, or local agency or agencies. The agency responsible
for assessing or investigating reports of maltreatment has the authority to interview the
child, the person or persons responsible for the child’s care, the alleged offender, and
any other person with knowledge of the maltreatment for the purpose of gathering facts,
assessing safety and risk to the child, and formulating a plan. The investigating agency
may interview the child at school. The interview may take place outside the presence
of the alleged offender or parent, legal guardian, or school official. The investigating
agency, nhot the school, is responsible for either notifying or withholding notification of
the interview to the parent, guardian, or person responsible for the child’s care. School
officials may not disclose to the parent, legal custodian, or guardian the contents of the
notification or any other related information regarding the interview until notified in
writing by the local welfare or law enforcement agency that the investigation or
assessment has been concluded.

When the investigating agency determines that an interview should take place on school
property, written notification of intent to interview the child on school property must be
received by school officials prior to the interview. The notification shall include the name
of the child to be interviewed, the purpose of the interview, and a reference to the
statutory authority to conduct an interview on school property.

Except where the alleged offender is believed to be a school official or employee, the
time and place, and manner of the interview on school premises shall be within the
discretion of school officials, but the local welfare or law enforcement agency shall have
the exclusive authority to determine who may attend the interview. The conditions as
to time, place, and manner of the interview set by the school officials shall be
reasonable, and the interview shall be conducted not more than 24 hours after the
receipt of the notification unless another time is considered necessary by agreement
between the school officials and the local welfare or law enforcement agency. Every
effort must be made to reduce the disruption of the educational program of the child,
other students, or school employees when an interview is conducted on school premises.
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Where the alleged offender is believed to be a school official or employee, the school
district shall conduct its own investigation independent of MDE and, if involved, the local
welfare or law enforcement agency.

Upon request by MDE, the school district shall provide all requested data that are
relevant to a report of maltreatment and are in the possession of a school facility,
pursuant to an assessment or investigation of a maltreatment report of a student in
school. The school district shall provide the requested data in accordance with the
requirements of the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes
chapter 13, and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 United States Code
section 1232g.

VI. MAINTENANCE OF SCHOOL RECORDS CONCERNING ABUSE OR POTENTIAL ABUSE

A.

When a local welfare or local law enforcement agency determines that a potentially
abused or abused child should be interviewed on school property, written notification of
the agency’s intent to interview on school property must be received by school officials
prior to the interview. The notification shall include the name of the child to be
interviewed, the purpose of the interview, and a reference to the statutory authority to
conduct the interview. The notification shall be private data. School officials may not
disclose to the parent, legal custodian, or guardian the contents of the notice or any
other related information regarding the interview until notified in writing by the local
welfare or law enforcement agency that the investigation has been concluded.

All records regarding a report of maltreatment, including any notification of intent to
interview which was received by the school as described above in Paragraph A., shall be
destroyed by the school only when ordered by the agency conducting the investigation
or by a court of competent jurisdiction.

VII. PHYSICAL OR SEXUAL ABUSE AS SEXUAL HARASSMENT OR VIOLENCE

Under certain circumstances, alleged physical or sexual abuse may also be sexual harassment
or violence under Minnesota law. If so, the duties relating to the reporting and investigation of
such harassment or violence may be applicable.

VIII. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY AND TRAINING

A.

B.

C.

This policy shall appear in school personnel handbooks.
The school district will develop a method of discussing this policy with school personnel.

This policy shall be reviewed at least annually for compliance with state law.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)

Adopted:

Minn. Stat. § 121A.58 (Corporal Punishment)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.582 (Student Discipline; Reasonable Force)

Minn. Stat. § 125A.0942 (Standards for Restrictive Procedures)

Minn. Stat. § 243.166, Subd. 1b(a)(b) (Registration of Predatory Offenders)
Minn. Stat. § 245.825 (Use of Aversive or Deprivation Procedures)
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1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to make clear the statutory requirements of school personnel to
report suspected maltreatment of vulnerable adults.

II1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to comply fully with Minnesota Statutes section
626.557 requiring school personnel to report suspected maltreatment of vulnerable
adults.

B. A violation of this policy occurs when any school personnel fails to report suspected

maltreatment of vulnerable adults when the school personnel has reason to believe that
a vulnerable adult is being or has been maltreated, or has knowledge that a vulnerable
adult has sustained a physical injury which is not reasonably explained.

III. DEFINITIONS
A. “Abuse” means:

1. An act against a vulnerable adult that constitutes a violation of, an attempt to violate,
or aiding and abetting a violation of: (1) assault in the first through fifth degrees
as defined in Minnesota Statutes sections 609.221 to 609.224; (2) the use of
drugs to injure or facilitate crime as defined in Minnesota Statutes section
609.235; (3) the solicitation, inducement, and promotion of prostitution as
defined in Minnesota Statutes section 609.322; and (4) criminal sexual conduct
in the first through fifth degrees as defined in Minnesota Statutes sections
609.342 to 609.3451. A violation includes any action that meets the elements
of the crime, regardless of whether there is a criminal proceeding or conviction.

2. Conduct which is not an accident or therapeutic conduct as defined in Minnesota
Statutes section 626.5572 which produces or could reasonably be expected to
produce physical pain or injury or emotional distress including, but not limited
to, the following: (1) hitting, slapping, kicking, pinching, biting, or corporal
punishment of a vulnerable adult; (2) use of repeated or malicious oral, written,
or gestured language toward a vulnerable adult or the treatment of a vulnerable
adult which would be considered by a reasonable person to be disparaging,
derogatory, humiliating, harassing, or threatening; (3) use of any aversive or
deprivation procedure, unreasonable confinement, or involuntary seclusion,
including the forced separation of the vulnerable adult from other persons
against the will of the vulnerable adult or the legal representative of the
vulnerable adult; and (4) use of any aversive or deprivation procedures for
persons with developmental disabilities or related conditions not authorized
under Minnesota Statutes section 245.825.

3. Any sexual contact or penetration as defined in Minn. Stat. § 609.341between a
facility staff person or a person providing services in the facility and a resident,
patient, or client of that facility.

4. The act of forcing, compelling, coercing, or enticing a vulnerable adult against the
vulnerable adult’s will to perform services for the advantage of another.
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Abuse does not include actions specifically excluded by Minnesota Statutes section
626.5572, Subd. 2.

“Caregiver” means an individual or facility who has responsibility for the care of a
vulnerable adult as a result of a family relationship, or who has assumed responsibility
for all or a portion of the care of a vulnerable adult voluntarily, by contract, or by
agreement.

“Common entry point” means the entity responsible for receiving reports of alleged or
suspected maltreatment of a vulnerable adult and designated by the Commissioner of
the Minnesota Department of Human Services as the MN Adult Abuse Reporting Center
(MAARC).

“Financial Exploitation” means a breach of a fiduciary duty by an actor’s unauthorized
expenditure of funds entrusted to the actor for the benefit of the vulnerable adult or by
an actor’s failure to provide food, clothing, shelter, health care, therapeutic conduct or
supervision, the failure of which results or is likely to result in detriment to the vulnerable
adult. Financial exploitation also includes: the willful use, withholding or disposal of
funds or property of a vulnerable adult; the obtaining of services for wrongful profit or
advantage which results in detriment to the vulnerable adult; the acquisition of a
vulnerable adult’s funds or property through undue influence, harassment, duress,
deception or fraud; and the use of force, coercion, or enticement to cause a vulnerable
adult to perform services against the vulnerable adult’s will for the profit or advantage
of another.

“Immediately” means as soon as possible, but no longer than 24 hours from the time
initial knowledge that the incident occurred has been received.

“Mandated reporter” means a professional or professional’s delegate while engaged in
education.

“Maltreatment” means the neglect, abuse, or financial exploitation of a vulnerable adult.

“Neglect” means the failure or omission by a caregiver to supply a vulnerable adult with
care or services, including but not limited to, food, clothing, shelter, health care, or
supervision which is: (1) reasonable and necessary to obtain or maintain the vulnerable
adult’s physical or mental health or safety, considering the physical and mental capacity
or dysfunction of the vulnerable adult; and (2) which is not the result of an accident or
therapeutic conduct.

Neglect also means the absence or likelihood of absence of care or services, including
but not limited to, food, clothing, shelter, health care, or supervision necessary to
maintain the physical and mental health of the vulnerable adult which a reasonable
person would deem essential to obtain or maintain the vulnerable adult’s health, safety,
or comfort considering the physical or mental capacity or dysfunction of the vulnerable
adult. Neglect does not include actions specifically excluded by Minnesota Statutes
section 626.5572, Subd. 17.

“School personnel” means professional employees or their delegates of the school
district engaged in providing health, educational, social, psychological, law enforcement,

241
Revised: 1.15.2024 Effective: 1.15.2024



MANDATED REPORTING OF MALTREATMENTOF VULNERABLE ADULTS

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 415

ISD 146

SERIES 400 STUDENTS

or other caretaking services of vulnerable adults.

“Vulnerable adult” means any person 18 years of age or older who: (1) is a resident or
inpatient of a facility; (2) receives services required to be licensed under Minnesota
Statutes chapter 245A, except as excluded under Minnesota Statutes section 626.5572,
Subd. 21(a)(2); (3) receives services from a licensed home care provider or person or
organization that offers, provides, or arranges for personal care assistance services
under the medical assistance program; or (4) regardless of residence or whether any
type of service is received, possesses a physical or mental infirmity or other physical,
mental, or emotional dysfunction that impairs the individual’s ability to provide
adequately for the individual’s own care without assistance or supervision and, because
of the dysfunction or infirmity and need for care or services, has an impaired ability to
protect the individual’s self from maltreatment.

IV. REPORTING PROCEDURES

A.

A mandated reporter as defined herein shall immediately report the suspected
maltreatment to the common entry point responsible for receiving reports.

Whenever a mandated reporter, as defined herein, knows or has reason to believe that
an individual made an error in the provision of therapeutic conduct to a vulnerable adult
which results in injury or harm, which reasonably requires the care of a physician, such
information shall be reported immediately to the designated county agency. The
mandated reporter also may report a belief that the error did not constitute neglect and
why the error does not constitute neglect.

The report shall, to the extent possible, identify the vulnerable adult, the caregiver, the
nature and extent of the suspected maltreatment, any evidence of previous
maltreatment, the name and address of the reporter, the time, date, and location of the
incident, and any other information that the reporter believes might be helpful in
investigating the suspected abuse or neglect. A mandated reporter may disclose not
public data, as defined under Minnesota Statutes section 13.02, to the extent necessary
to comply with the above reporting requirements.

A person mandated to report suspected maltreatment of a vulnerable adult who
negligently or intentionally fails to report is liable for damages caused by the failure. A
negligent or intentional failure to report may result in discipline. A mandatory reporter
who intentionally fails to make a report, who knowingly provides false or misleading
information in reporting, or who intentionally fails to provide all the material
circumstances surrounding the reported incident may be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Retaliation against a person who makes a good faith report under Minnesota law and
this policy, or against vulnerable adult who is named in a report is prohibited.

Any person who intentionally makes a false report under the provisions of applicable
Minnesota law or this policy shall be liable in a civil suit for any actual damages suffered
by the person or persons so reported and for any punitive damages set by the court or
jury. The intentional making of a false report may result in discipline.

V. INVESTIGATION

Adopted:
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The responsibility for investigating reports of suspected maltreatment of a vulnerable adult rests
with the entity designated by the county for receiving reports.

VI. DISSEMINATION OF POLICY AND TRAINING

A. This policy should appear in school personnel handbooks as appropriate.

B. The school district will develop a method of discussing this policy with employees as
appropriate.

C. This policy should be reviewed at least annually for compliance with state law.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Adopted:

Minn. Stat. § 13.02 (Government Data Practices; Definitions)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 245A (Human Services Licensing)

Minn. Stat. § 245.825 (Aversive and Deprivation Procedures; Licensed Facilities
and Services)

Minn. Stat. §§ 609.221-609.224 (Assault)

Minn. Stat. § 609.232 (Crimes Against Vulnerable Adults; Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 609.235 (Use of Drugs to Injure or Facilitate Crime)

Minn. Stat. § 609.322 (Solicitation, Inducement, and Promotion of Prostitution;
Sex Trafficking)

Minn. Stat. § 609.341 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. §§ 609.342-609.3451 (Criminal Sexual Conduct)

Minn. Stat. § 626.557 (Reporting of Maltreatment of Vulnerable Adults)

Minn. Stat. § 626.5572 (Definitions)

In re Kleven, 736 N.W.2d 707 (Minn. App. 2007)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 103 (Complaints - Students, Employees, Parents,
Other Persons)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 211 (Criminal or Civil Action Against School District,
School Board Member, Employee, or Student)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 414 (Mandated Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical
or Sexual Abuse)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
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1. PURPOSE

A.

The school board recognizes the significant problems created by drug, alcohol, and
cannabis use in society in general, and the public schools in particular. The school board
further recognizes the important contribution that the public schools have in shaping
the youth of today into the adults of tomorrow.

The school board believes that a work environment free of drug, alcohol, and cannabis
use will be not only safer, healthier, and more productive but also more conducive to
effective learning. To provide such an environment, the purpose of this policy is to
provide authority so that the school board may require all employees and/or job
applicants to submit to drug, alcohol, and cannabis testing in accordance with the
provisions of this policy and as provided in federal law and Minnesota Statutes, sections
181.950-181.957.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

Adopted:

All school district employees and job applicants whose positions require a commercial
driver’s license will be required to undergo drug and alcohol testing and cannabis testing
in accordance with federal law and the applicable provisions of this policy. The school
district also may request or require that drivers submit to drug and alcohol testing and
cannabis testing in accordance with the provisions of this policy and as provided in
Minnesota Statutes, sections 181.950-181.957.

The school district may request or require that any school district employee or job
applicant, other than an employee or applicant whose position requires a commercial
driver’s license, submit to drug and alcohol testing and cannabis testing in accordance
with the provisions of this policy and as provided in Minnesota Statutes, sections
181.950-181.957.

The use, possession, sale, purchase, transfer, or dispensing of any drugs not medically
prescribed, including medical cannabis, whether or not it has been prescribed for the
employee, is prohibited on school district property (which includes school district
vehicles), while operating school district vehicles or equipment, and at any school-
sponsored program or event. Use of drugs that are not medically prescribed, including
medical cannabis, whether or not it has been prescribed for the employee, is also
prohibited throughout the school or work day, including lunch or other breaks, whether
or not the employee is on or off school district property. Employees under the influence
of drugs that are not medically prescribed are prohibited from entering or remaining on
school district property.

The use, possession, sale, purchase, transfer, or dispensing of alcohol or cannabis is
prohibited on school district property (which includes school district vehicles), while
operating school district vehicles or equipment, and at any school-sponsored program
or event. Use of alcohol or cannabis is also prohibited throughout the school or work
day, including lunch or other breaks, whether or not the employee is on or off school
district property. Employees under the influence of alcohol or cannabis are prohibited
from entering or remaining on school district property.

Any employee who violates this section shall be subject to discipline that includes, but
is not limited to, immediate suspension without pay and immediate discharge.
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The school district may discipline, discharge, or take other adverse personnel action
against an employee for cannabis flower, cannabis product, lower-potency hemp edible,
or hemp-derived consumer product use, possession, impairment, sale, or transfer while
an employee is working, on school district premises, or operating a school district
vehicle, machinery, or equipment as follows:

1. if, as the result of consuming cannabis flower, a cannabis product, a lower-
potency hemp edible, or a hemp-derived consumer product, the employee does
not possess that clearness of intellect and control of self that the employee
otherwise would have;

2. if cannabis testing verifies the presence of cannabis flower, a cannabis product,
a lower-potency hemp edible, or a hemp-derived consumer product following a
confirmatory test;

3. as provided in the school district’s written work rules for cannabis flower,
cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived consumer
products and cannabis testing, provided that the rules are in writing and in a
written policy that contains the minimum information required by section
181.952; or

4. as otherwise authorized or required under state or federal law or regulations, or
if a failure to do so would cause the school district to lose a monetary or
licensing-related benefit under federal law or regulations.

I1I. FEDERALLY MANDATED DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING FOR SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

A.

Adopted:

General Statement of Policy

All persons subject to commercial driver’s license requirements shall be tested for
alcohol, cannabis (including medical cannabis), cocaine, amphetamines, opiates
(including heroin), and phencyclidine (PCP), pursuant to federal law. Drivers who test
positive for alcohol or drugs shall be subject to disciplinary action, which may include
termination of employment.

Definitions

1. “Actual Knowledge” means actual knowledge by the school district that a driver
has used alcohol or controlled substances based on: (a) direct observation of
the employee’s use (not observation of behavior sufficient to warrant reasonable
suspicion testing); (b) information provided by a previous employer; (c) a traffic
citation; or (d) an employee’s admission, except when made in connection with
a qualified employee self-admission program.

2. “Alcohol Screening Device” (ASD) means a breath or saliva device, other than
an Evidential Breath Testing Device (EBT), that is approved by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration and placed on its Conforming Products
List for such devices.

3. “Breath Alcohol Technician” (BAT) means an individual who instructs and assists
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individuals in the alcohol testing process and who operates the EBT.

“"Commercial Motor Vehicle” (CMV) includes a vehicle that is designed to
transport 16 or more passengers, including the driver.

“Designated Employer Representative” (DER) means an employee authorized by
the school district to take immediate action to remove employees from safety-
sensitive duties, or cause employees to be removed from these covered duties,
and to make required decisions in the testing and evaluation process. The DER
receives test results and other communications for the school district.

“Department of Transportation” (DOT) means United States Department of
Transportation.

“Direct Observation” means observation of alcohol or controlled substances use
and does not include observation of employee behavior or physical
characteristics sufficient to warrant reasonable suspicion testing.

“Driver” is any person who operates a CMV, including full-time, regularly
employed drivers, casual, intermittent, or occasional drivers, leased drivers,
and independent owner-operator contractors.

“Evidential Breath Testing Device” (EBT) means a device approved by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration for the evidentiary testing of
breath for alcohol concentration and placed on its Conforming Products List for
such devices.

“Licensed Medical Practitioner” means a person who is licensed, certified, and/or
registered, in accordance with applicable Federal, State, local, or foreign laws
and regulations, to prescribe controlled substances and other drugs.

“Medical Review Officer” (MRO) means a licensed physician responsible for
receiving and reviewing laboratory results generated by the school district’s drug
testing program and for evaluating medical explanations for certain drug tests.

“Refusal to Submit” (to an alcohol or controlled substances test) means that a
driver: (a) fails to appear for any test within a reasonable time, as determined
by the school district, consistent with applicable DOT regulations, after being
directed to do so; (b) fails to remain at the testing site until the testing process
is complete; (c¢) fails to provide a urine specimen or an adequate amount of
saliva or breath for any DOT drug or alcohol test; (d) fails to permit the
observation or monitoring of the driver’s provision of a specimen in the case of
a directly observed or monitored collection in a drug test; (e) fails to provide a
sufficient breath specimen or sufficient amount of urine when directed and a
determination has been made that no adequate medical explanation for the
failure exists; (f) fails or declines to take an additional test as directed by the
school district or the collector; (g) fails to undergo a medical examination or
evaluation, as directed by the MRO or the DER; (h) fails to cooperate with any
part of the testing process (e.g., refuses to empty pockets when so directed by
the collector, behaves in a confrontational way that disrupts the collection
process, fails to wash hands after being directed to do so by the collector, fails
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to sign the certification on the forms); (i) fails to follow the observer’s
instructions, in an observed collection, to raise the driver’'s clothing above the
waist, lower clothing and underpants, and to turn around to permit the observer
to determine if the driver has any type of prosthetic or other device that could
be used to interfere with the collection process; (j) possesses or wears a
prosthetic or other device that could be used to interfere with the collection
process; (k) admits to the collector or MRO that the driver adulterated or
substituted the specimen; or (I) is reported by the MRO as having a verified
adulterated or substituted test result. An applicant who fails to appear for a
pre-employment test, who leaves the testing site before the pre-employment
testing process commences, or who does not provide a urine specimen because
he or she has left before it commences is not deemed to have refused to submit
to testing.

“Safety-Sensitive Functions” are on-duty functions from the time the driver
begins work or is required to be in readiness to work until relieved from work
and all responsibility for performing work, and include such functions as driving,
loading and unloading vehicles, or supervising or assisting in the loading or
unloading of vehicles, servicing, repairing, obtaining assistance to repair, or
remaining in attendance during the repair of a disabled vehicle.

“Screening Test Technician” (STT) means anyone who instructs and assists
individuals in the alcohol testing process and operates an ASD.

“Stand Down” means the practice of temporarily removing an employee from
performing safety-sensitive functions based only upon a laboratory report to the
MRO of a confirmed positive test for a drug or drug metabolite, an adulterated
test, or a substituted test before the MRO completes the verification process.

“Substance Abuse Professional” (SAP) means a qualified person who evaluates
employees who have violated a DOT drug and alcohol regulation and makes
recommendations concerning education, treatment, follow-up testing, and
aftercare.

Policy and Educational Materials

The school district shall provide a copy of this policy and procedures to each
driver prior to the start of its alcohol and drug testing program and to each
driver subsequently hired or transferred into a position requiring driving of a
CMV.

The school district shall provide to each driver information required under Title
49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, including information concerning the
effects of alcohol and controlled substances use on an individual’s health, work,
and personal life; signs and symptoms of an alcohol or controlled substance
problem (the driver’'s or a coworker’s); and available methods of intervening
when an alcohol or controlled substance problem is suspected, including
confrontation, referral to an employee assistance program, and/or referral to
management.

The school district shall provide written notice to representatives of employee
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organizations that the information described above is available.

The school district shall require each driver to sign a statement certifying that
the driver received a copy of the policy and materials. This statement should
be in the form of Attachment A to this policy. The school district will maintain
the original signed certificate and will provide a copy to the driver if the driver
SO requests.

and Controlled Substances Testing Program Manager

The program manager will coordinate the implementation, direction, and
administration of the alcohol and controlled substances testing policy for bus
drivers. The program manager is the principal contact for the collection site,
the testing laboratory, the MRO, the BAT, the SAP, and the person submitting
to the test. Employee questions concerning this policy shall be directed to the
program manager.

The school district shall designate a program manager and provide written notice
of the designation to each driver along with this policy.

Specific Prohibitions for Drivers

Alcohol Concentration. No driver shall report for duty or remain on duty
requiring the performance of safety-sensitive functions while having an alcohol
concentration of 0.04 or greater. Drivers who test greater than 0.04 will be
taken out of service and will be subject to evaluation by a professional and
retesting at the driver’s expense.

Alcohol Possession. No driver shall be on duty or operate a CMV while the driver
possesses alcohol.

On-Duty Use. No driver shall use alcohol while performing safety-sensitive
functions.

Pre-Duty Use. No driver shall perform safety-sensitive functions within four (4)
hours after using alcohol.

Use Following an Accident. No driver required to take a post-accident test shall
use alcohol for eight (8) hours following the accident, or until the driver
undergoes a post-accident alcohol test, whichever occurs first.

Refusal to Submit to a Required Test. No driver shall refuse to submit to an
alcohol or controlled substances test required by post-accident, random,
reasonable suspicion, return-to-duty, or follow-up testing requirements. A
verified adulterated or substituted drug test shall be considered a refusal to test.

Use of Controlled Substances. No driver shall report for duty or remain on duty
requiring the performance of safety-sensitive functions when the driver uses any
controlled substance, except when the use is pursuant to instructions (which
have been presented to the school district) from a licensed medical practitioner
who is familiar with the driver’s medical history and has advised the driver that
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the substance does not adversely affect the driver’s ability to safely operate a
CMV. Controlled substance includes medical cannabis, regardless of whether
the driver is enrolled in the state registry program.

8. Positive, Adulterated, or Substituted Test for Controlled Substance. No driver
shall report for duty, remain on duty, or perform a safety-sensitive function if
the driver tests positive for controlled substances, including medical cannabis,
or has adulterated or substituted a test specimen for controlled substances.

9. General Prohibition. Drivers are also subject to the general policies and
procedures of the school district that prohibit possession, transfer, sale,
exchange, reporting to work under the influence of drugs or alcohol, and
consumption of drugs or alcohol while at work or while on school district
premises or operating any school district vehicle, machinery, or equipment.

Other Alcohol-Related Conduct

No driver found to have an alcohol concentration of 0.02 or greater but less than 0.04
shall perform safety-sensitive functions for at least twenty-four (24) hours following
administration of the test. The school district will not take any action under this policy
other than removal from safety-sensitive functions based solely on test results showing
an alcohol concentration of less than 0.04 but may take action otherwise consistent with
law and the policies of the school district.

Prescription Drugs/Cannabinoid Products

A driver shall inform the driver’s supervisor if at any time the driver is using a controlled
substance pursuant to a physician’s prescription. The physician’s instructions shall be
presented to the school district upon request. Use of a prescription drug shall be allowed
if the physician has advised the driver that the prescribed drug will not adversely affect
the driver’s ability to safely operate a CMV. Use of medical cannabis is prohibited
notwithstanding the driver’s enrollment in the patient registry. Use of nonintoxicating
cannabinoids or edible cannabinoid products is not a legitimate medical explanation for
a confirmed positive test result for cannabis. MROs will verify a drug test confirmed as
positive, even if a driver claims to have only used nonintoxicating cannabinoids or edible
cannabinoid product.

Testing Requirements

1. Pre-Employment Testing

a. A driver applicant shall undergo testing for [alcohol and] controlled
substances, including medical cannabis, before the first time the driver
performs safety-sensitive functions for the school district.

b. Tests shall be conducted only after the applicant has received a
conditional offer of employment.

C. To be hired, the applicant must test negative and must sign an
agreement in the form of Attachment B to this policy, authorizing former
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employers to release to the school district all information on the
applicant’s alcohol tests with results of blood alcohol concentration of
0.04 or higher, or verified positive results for controlled substances,
including medical cannabis, or refusals to be tested (including verified
adulterated or substituted drug test results), or any other violations of
DOT agency drug and alcohol testing regulations, or, if the applicant
violated the testing regulations, documentation of the applicant’s
successful completion of DOT return-to-duty requirements (including
follow-up tests), within the preceding two (2) years.

The applicant also must be asked whether he or she has tested positive,
or refused to test, on any pre-employment drug or alcohol test
administered by an employer to which the employee, during the last two
(2) years, applied for, but did not obtain, safety-sensitive transportation
work covered by DOT testing rules.

Before employing a driver subject to controlled substances and alcohol
testing, the school district must conduct a full pre-employment query of
the federal Commercial Driver’'s License (CDL) Drug and Alcohol
Clearinghouse (“Clearinghouse”) to obtain information about whether
the driver (1) has a verified positive, adulterated, or substituted
controlled substances test result; (2) has an alcohol confirmation test
with a concentration of 0.04 or higher; (3) has refused to submit to a
test in violation of federal law; or (4) that an employer has reported
actual knowledge that the driver used alcohol on duty, before duty, or
following an accident in violation of federal law or used a controlled
substance in violation of federal law. The applicant must give specific
written or electronic consent for the school district to conduct the
Clearinghouse full query. The school district shall retain the consent for
three (3) years from the date of the query.

3. Post-Accident Testing

Adopted:

As soon as practicable following an accident involving a CMV, the school
district shall test the driver for alcohol and controlled substances,
including medical cannabis, if the accident involved the loss of human
life or if the driver receives a citation for a moving traffic violation arising
from an accident which results in bodily injury or disabling damage to a
motor vehicle.

Drivers should be tested for alcohol use within two (2) hours and no
later than eight (8) hours after the accident.

Drivers should be tested for controlled substances, including medical
cannabis, no later than thirty-two (32) hours after the accident.

A driver subject to post-accident testing must remain available for
testing, or shall be considered to have refused to submit to the test.

If a post-accident alcohol test is not administered within two (2) hours
following the accident, the school district shall prepare and maintain on
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file a record stating the reasons the test was not promptly administered
and continue to attempt to administer the alcohol test within eight (8)
hours.

f. If a post-accident alcohol test is not administered within eight (8) hours
following the accident or a post-accident controlled substances test is
not administered within thirty-two (32) hours following the accident, the
school district shall cease attempts to administer the test, and prepare
and maintain on file a record stating the reasons for not administering
the test.

g. The school district shall report drug and alcohol program violations to
the Clearinghouse as required under federal law.

4, Random Testing

a. The school district shall conduct tests on a random basis at unannounced
times throughout the year, as required by the federal regulations.

b. The school district shall test for alcohol at a minimum annual percentage
rate of 10% of the average number of driver positions, and for controlled
substances, including medical cannabis, at a minimum annual
percentage of 50%.

C. The school district shall adopt a scientifically valid method for selecting
drivers for testing, such as random number table or a computer-based
random number generator that is matched with identifying numbers of
the drivers. Each driver shall have an equal chance of being tested each
time selections are made. Each driver selected for testing shall be
tested during the selection period.

d. Random tests shall be unannounced. Dates for administering random
tests shall be spread reasonably throughout the calendar year.

e. Drivers shall proceed immediately to the collection site upon notification
of selection; provided, however, that if the driver is performing a safety-
sensitive function, other than driving, at the time of notification, the
driver shall cease to perform the function and proceed to the collection
site as soon as possible.

5. Reasonable Suspicion Testing

a. The school district shall require a driver to submit to an alcohol test
and/or controlled substances, including medical cannabis, test when a
supervisor or school district official, who has been trained in accordance
with the regulations, has reasonable suspicion to believe that the driver
has used alcohol and/or controlled substances, including medical
cannabis, on duty, within four (4) hours before coming on duty, or just
after the period of the work day. The test shall be done as soon as
practicable following the observation of the behavior indicative of the
use of controlled substances or alcohol.
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b. The reasonable suspicion determination must be based on specific,
contemporaneous, articulable observations concerning the driver’'s
appearance, behavior, speech, or body odors. The required
observations for reasonable suspicion of a controlled substances
violation may include indications of the chronic and withdrawal effects
of controlled substances.

C. Alcohol testing shall be administered within two (2) hours following a
determination of reasonable suspicion. If it is not done within two (2)
hours, the school district shall prepare and maintain a record explaining
why it was not promptly administered and continue to attempt to
administer the alcohol test within eight (8) hours. If an alcohol test is
not administered within eight (8) hours following the determination of
reasonable suspicion, the school district shall cease attempts to
administer the test and state in the record the reasons for not
administering the test.

d. The supervisor or school district official who makes observations leading
to a controlled substances reasonable suspicion test shall make and sign
a written record of the observations within twenty-four (24) hours of the
observed behavior or before the results of the drug test are released,
whichever is earlier.

Return-To-Duty Testing. A driver found to have violated this policy shall not
return to work until an SAP has determined the employee has successfully
complied with prescribed education and/or treatment and until undergoing
return-to-duty tests indicating an alcohol concentration of less than 0.02 and a
confirmed negative result for the use of controlled substances. The school
district is not required to return a driver to safety-sensitive duties because the
driver has met these conditions; this is a personnel decision subject to collective
bargaining agreements or other legal requirements.

Follow-Up Testing. When an SAP has determined that a driver is in need of
assistance in resolving problems with alcohol and/or controlled substances, the
driver shall be subject to unannounced follow-up testing as directed by the SAP
for up to sixty (60) months after completing a treatment program.

Refusal to Submit and Attendant Consequences

a. A driver or driver applicant may refuse to submit to drug and alcohol
testing.
b. Refusal to submit to a required drug or alcohol test subjects the driver

or driver applicant to the consequences specified in federal regulations
as well as the civil and/or criminal penalty provisions of 49 United States
Code section 521(b). In addition, a refusal to submit to testing
establishes a presumption that the driver or driver applicant would test
positive if a test were conducted and makes the driver or driver applicant
subject to discipline or disqualification under this policy.
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A driver applicant who refuses to submit to testing shall be disqualified
from further consideration for the conditionally offered position.

An employee who refuses to submit to testing shall not be permitted to
perform safety-sensitive functions and will be considered insubordinate
and subject to disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal. If an
employee is offered an opportunity to return to a DOT safety-sensitive
duty, the employee will be evaluated by an SAP and must submit to a
return-to-duty test prior to being considered for reassignment to safety-
sensitive functions.

Drivers or driver applicants who refuse to submit to required testing will
be required to sign Attachment C to this policy.

I. Testing Procedures

1. Drug Testing

Adopted:

Drug testing is conducted by analyzing a donor’s urine specimen. Split
urine samples will be collected in accordance with federal regulations.
The donor will provide a urine sample at a designated collection site.
The collection site personnel will then pour the sample into two sample
bottles, labeled “primary” and “split,” seal the specimen bottles,
complete the chain of custody form, and prepare the specimen bottles
for shipment to the testing laboratory for analysis. The specimen
preparation shall be conducted in sight of the donor.

If the donor is unable to provide the appropriate quantity of urine, the
collection site person shall instruct the individual to drink up to forty
(40) ounces of fluid distributed reasonably through a period of up to
three (3) hours to attempt to provide a sample. If the individual is still
unable to provide a complete sample, the test shall be discontinued and
the school district notified. The DER shall refer the donor for a medical
evaluation to determine if the donor’s inability to provide a specimen is
genuine or constitutes a refusal to test. For pre-employment testing,
the school district may elect to not have a referral made, and revoke
the employment offer.

Drug test results are reported directly to the MRO by the testing
laboratory. The MRO reports the results to the DER. If the results are
negative, the school district is informed and no further action is
necessary. If the test result is confirmed positive, adulterated,
substituted, or invalid, the MRO shall give the donor an opportunity to
discuss the test result. The MRO will contact the donor directly, on a
confidential basis, to determine whether the donor wishes to discuss the
test result. The MRO shall notify each donor that the donor has seventy-
two (72) hours from the time of notification in which to request a test
of the split specimen at the donor’s expense. No split specimen testing
is done for an invalid result.
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If the donor requests an analysis of the split specimen within seventy-
two (72) hours of having been informed of a confirmed positive test, the
MRO shall direct, in writing, the laboratory to provide the split specimen
to another Department of Health and Human Services - SAMHSA
certified laboratory for analysis. If the donor has not contacted the MRO
within seventy-two (72) hours, the donor may present the MRO
information documenting that serious illness, injury, inability to contact
the MRO, lack of actual notice of the confirmed positive test, or other
circumstances unavoidably prevented the donor from timely making
contact. If the MRO concludes that a legitimate explanation for the
donor’s failure to contact him/her within seventy-two (72) hours exists,
the MRO shall direct the analysis of the split specimen. The MRO will
review the confirmed positive test result to determine whether an
acceptable medical reason for the positive result exists. The MRO shall
confirm and report a positive test result to the DER and the employee
when no legitimate medical reason for a positive test result as received
from the testing laboratory exists.

If, after making reasonable efforts and documenting those efforts, the
MRO is unable to reach the donor directly, the MRO must contact the
DER who will direct the donor to contact the MRO. If the DER is unable
to contact the donor, the donor will be suspended from performing
safety-sensitive functions.

The MRO may confirm the test as a positive without having
communicated directly with the donor about the test results under the
following circumstances:

(1) The donor expressly declines the opportunity to discuss the test
results;

(2) The donor has not contacted the MRO within seventy-two (72)
hours of being instructed to do so by the DER; or

(3) The MRO and the DER, after making and documenting all
reasonable efforts, have not been able to contact the donor
within ten (10) days of the date the confirmed test result was
received from the laboratory.

2. Alcohol Testing

Adopted:

The federal alcohol testing regulations require testing to be administered
by a BAT using an EBT or an STT using an ASD. EBTs and ASDs can be
used for screening tests but only EBTs can be used for confirmation
tests.

Any test result less than 0.02 alcohol concentration is considered a
“negative” test.

If the donor is unable to provide sufficient saliva for an ASD, the DER
will immediately arrange to use an EBT. If the donor attempts and fails
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to provide an adequate amount of breath, the school district will direct
the donor to obtain a written evaluation from a licensed physician to
determine if the donor’s inability to provide a breath sample is genuine
or constitutes a refusal to test.

d. If the screening test results show alcohol concentration of 0.02 or
higher, a confirmatory test conducted on an EBT will be required to be
performed between fifteen (15) and thirty (30) minutes after the
completion of the screening test.

e. Alcohol tests are reported directly to the DER.
J. Driver/Driver Applicant Rights
1. All drivers and driver applicants subject to the controlled substances testing

provisions of this policy who receive a confirmed positive test result for the use
of controlled substances have the right to request, at the driver’s or driver
applicant’s expense, a confirming retest of the split urine sample. If the
confirming retest is negative, no adverse action will be taken against the driver,
and a driver applicant will be considered for employment.

2. The school district will not discharge a driver who, for the first time, receives a
confirmed positive drug or alcohol test UNLESS:

a. The school district has first given the employee an opportunity to
participate in, at the employee’s own expense or pursuant to coverage
under an employee benefit plan, either a drug or alcohol counseling or
rehabilitation program, whichever is more appropriate, as determined
by the school district after consultation with the SAP; and

b. The employee refuses to participate in the recommended program, or
fails to successfully complete the program as evidenced by withdrawal
before its completion or by a positive test result on a confirmatory test
after completion of the program.

C. This limitation on employee discharge does not bar discharge of an
employee for reasons independent of the first confirmed positive test
result.

K. Testing Laboratory

The testing laboratory for controlled substances will be [name, address, telephone
number], which is a laboratory certified by the Department of Health and Human
Services - SAMHSA to perform controlled substances testing pursuant to federal
regulations.

L. Confidentiality of Test Results

All alcohol and controlled substances test results and required records of the drug and
alcohol testing program are considered confidential information under federal law and
private data on individuals as that phrase is defined in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 13.
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Any information concerning the individual’s test results and records shall not be released

without written permission of the individual, except as provided for by regulation or law.

M. Recordkeeping Requirements and Retention of Records

1. The school district shall keep and maintain records in accordance with the
federal regulations in a secure location with controlled access.

2. The required records shall be retained for the following minimum periods:
Basic records 5 years

“Basic records” includes records of: (a) alcohol test results with
concentration of 0.02 or greater; (b) verified positive drug test results;
(c) refusals to submit to required tests (including substituted or
adulterated drug test results); (d) SAP reports; (e) all follow-up tests
and schedules for follow-up tests; (f) calibration documentation; (g)
administration of the testing programs; and (h) each annual calendar
year summary.

Information obtained from previous employers 3 years
Alcohol and controlled substance collection

procedures 2 years
Negative and cancelled controlled substance tests 1 year
Alcohol tests with less than 0.02 concentration 1 year
Education and training records indefinite

“Education and training records” must be maintained while the
individuals perform the functions which require training and for the two
(2) years after ceasing to perform those functions.

3. Personal Information
Personal information about all individuals who undergo any required testing

under this policy will be shared with the U.S. DOT Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse
(“Clearinghouse) as required under federal law, including:

a. The name of the person tested;

b. Any verified positive, adulterated, or substituted drug test result;

C. Any alcohol confirmation test with a BAC concentration of 0.04 or
higher;

d. Any refusal to submit to any test required hereunder;

e. Any report by a supervisor of actual knowledge of use as follows

i Any on-duty alcohol use;
ii. Any pre-duty alcohol use;
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iii. Any alcohol use following an accident; and

iv. Any controlled substance use.

Any report from a substance abuse professional certifying successful
completion of the return-to-work process;

Any negative return-to-duty test; and

Any employer’s report of completion of follow-up testing.

The school district shall ensure all persons designated to supervise drivers receive
training. The designated employees shall receive at least sixty (60) minutes of training
on alcohol misuse and at least sixty (60) minutes of training on controlled substances
use. The training shall include physical, behavioral, speech, and performance indicators
of probable misuse of alcohol and use of controlled substances. The training will be
used by the supervisors to make determinations of reasonable suspicion.

Consequences of Prohibited Conduct and Enforcement

1. Removal. The school district shall remove a driver who has engaged in
prohibited conduct from safety-sensitive functions. A driver shall not be
permitted to return to safety-sensitive functions until and unless the return-to-
duty requirements of federal DOT regulations have been completed.

2. Referral, Evaluation, and Treatment

A driver or driver applicant who has engaged in prohibited conduct shall
be provided a listing of SAPs readily available to the driver or applicant
and acceptable to the school district.

If the school district offers a driver an opportunity to return to a DOT
safety-sensitive duty following a violation, the driver must be evaluated
by an SAP and the driver is required to successfully comply with the
SAP’s evaluation recommendations (education, treatment, follow-up
evaluation(s), and/or ongoing services). The school district is not
required to provide an SAP evaluation or any subsequent recommended
education or treatment.

Drivers are responsible for payment for SAP evaluations and services
unless a collective bargaining agreement or employee benefit plan
provides otherwise.

Drivers who engage in prohibited conduct also are required to comply
with follow-up testing requirements.

Disciplinary Action

Any driver who refuses to submit to post-accident, random, reasonable
suspicion, or follow-up testing not only shall not perform or continue to
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perform safety-sensitive functions, but also may be subject to
disciplinary action, which may include immediate suspension without
pay and/or immediate discharge.

b. Drivers who test positive with verification of a confirmatory test or are
otherwise found to be in violation of this policy or the federal regulations
shall be subject to disciplinary action, which may include immediate
suspension without pay and/or immediate discharge.

C. Nothing in this policy limits or restricts the right of the school district to
discipline or discharge a driver for conduct which not only constitutes
prohibited conduct under this policy but also violates the school district’s
other rules or policies.

Other Testin

The school district may request or require that drivers submit to cannabis testing or
drug and alcohol testing other than that required by federal law. For example, drivers
may be requested or required to undergo cannabis testing or drug and alcohol testing
on an annual basis as part of a routine physical examination. Such additional testing of
drivers will be conducted only in accordance with the provisions of this policy and as
provided in Minnesota Statutes, sections 181.950-181.957. For purposes of such
additional, non-mandatory testing, drivers fall within the definition of “other employees”
covered by Section IV. of this policy.

Report to Clearinghouse

The school district shall promptly submit to the Clearinghouse any record generated of
an individual who refuses to take an alcohol or controlled substance test required under
Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, tests positive for alcohol or a controlled substance
in violation of federal regulations, or violates subpart B of Part 382 of Title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations (or any subsequent corresponding regulations).

Annual Clearinghouse Query

1. The school district must conduct a query of the Clearinghouse record at least
once per year for information for all employees subject to controlled substance
and alcohol testing related to CMV operation to determine whether information
exists in the Clearinghouse about those employees. In lieu of a full query, the
school district may obtain the individual driver’s consent to conduct a limited
query to satisfy the annual query requirement. The limited query will tell the
employer whether there is information about the driver in the Clearinghouse but
will not release that information to the employer. If the limited query shows
that information exists in the Clearinghouse about the driver, the school district
must conduct a full query within twenty-four (24) hours or must not allow the
driver to continue to perform any safety-sensitive function until the employee
conducts the full query and the results confirm the driver’s Clearinghouse record
contains no prohibitions showing the driver has a verified positive, adulterated
or substitute controlled substance test, no alcohol confirmation test with a
concentration of 0.04 or higher, refuses to submit to a test, or was reported to
have used alcohol on duty, before duty, following an accident or otherwise used
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a controlled substance in violation of the regulations except where the driver
completed the SAP evaluation, referral and education/treatment process as
required by the regulations. The school district shall comply with the query
requirements set forth in 49 Code of Federal Regulations 382.701.

The school district may not access an individual’s Clearinghouse record unless
the school district (1) obtains the individual’s prior written or electronic consent
for access to the record; and (2) submits proof of the individual’s consent to the
Clearinghouse. The school district must retain the consent for three (3) years
from the date of the last query. The school district shall retain for three (3) years
a record of each request for records from the Clearinghouse and the information
received pursuant to the request.

The school district shall protect the individual’s privacy and confidentiality of
each Clearinghouse record it receives. The school district shall ensure that
information contained in a Clearinghouse record is not divulged to a person or
entity not directly involved in assessing and evaluating whether a prohibition
applies with respect to the individual to operate a CMV for the school district.

The school district may use an individual’s Clearinghouse record only to assess
and evaluate whether a prohibition applies with respect to the individual to
operate a CMV for the school district.

IV. CANNABIS TESTING OR DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING FOR OTHER EMPLOYEES

The school district may request or require drug and alcohol testing for other school district
personnel, i.e., employees who are not school bus drivers, or job applicants for such positions.
The school district does not have a legal duty to request or require any employee or job applicant
to undergo drug and alcohol testing as authorized in this policy, except for school bus drivers
and other drivers of CMVs who are subject to federally mandated testing. (See Section III. of
this policy.) If a school bus driver is requested or required to submit to drug or alcohol testing
beyond that mandated by federal law, the provisions of Section IV. of this policy will be
applicable to such testing.

A.

Adopted:

Definitions

“Cannabis testing” means the analysis of a body component sample according
to the standards established under one of the programs listed in Minnesota
Statutes, section 181.953, subdivision 1, for the purpose of measuring the
presence or absence of cannabis flower, as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 342.01, subdivision 16, cannabis products, as defined in section 342.01,
subdivision 20, lower-potency hemp edibles as defined in section 342.01,
subdivision 50, hemp-derived consumer products as defined in section 342.01,
subdivision 37, or cannabis metabolites in the sample tested. The definitions in
this section apply to cannabis testing unless stated otherwise.

“Confirmatory test” and “confirmatory retest” mean a drug or alcohol test that
uses a method of analysis allowed under one of the programs listed in Minnesota
Statutes, section 181.953, subdivision 1.

“Drug” means a controlled substance as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section
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152.01, subdivision 4, but does not include marijuana, tetrahydrocannabinols,
cannabis flower as defined in section 342.01, subdivision 16, cannabis products
as defined in section 342.01, subdivision 20, lower-potency hemp edibles as
defined in section 342.01, subdivision 50, and hemp-derived consumer products
as defined in section 342.01, subdivision 37.

“Drug and Alcohol Testing,” “Drug or Alcohol Testing,” and “Drug or Alcohol
Test” mean analysis of a body component sample by a testing laboratory that
meets one of the criteria listed in Minnesota Statutes, section 181.953,
subdivision 1, for the purpose of measuring the presence or absence of drugs,
alcohol, or their metabolites in the sample tested. "Drug and alcohol testing,"
"drug or alcohol testing," and "drug or alcohol test" do not include cannabis or
cannabis testing, unless stated otherwise.

"Employee" means a person, independent contractor, or person working for an
independent contractor who performs services for compensation, in whatever
form, for an employer.

"Initial screening test" means a drug or alcohol test or cannabis test_which uses
a method of analysis under one of the programs listed in Minnesota Statutes,
section 181.953, subdivision 1.

“Job Applicant” means a person, independent contractor, or person working for
an independent contractor who applies to become an employee of the charter
school in a position that does not require a commercial driver’s license, and
includes a person who has received a job offer made contingent on the person’s
passing drug or alcohol testing. Job applicants for positions requiring a
commercial driver’s license are governed by the provisions of the charter
school’s drug and alcohol testing policy relating to school bus drivers (Section
I11.).

“Other Employees” means any persons, independent contractors, or persons
working for an independent contractor who perform services for the charter
school for compensation, either full time or part time, in whatever form, except
for persons whose positions require a commercial driver’s license, and includes
both professional and nonprofessional personnel. Persons whose positions
require a commercial driver’s license are primarily governed by the provisions
of the charter school’s drug and alcohol testing policy relating to school bus
drivers (Section III.). To the extent that the drug and alcohol testing of persons
whose positions require a commercial driver’s license is not mandated by federal
law and regulations, such testing shall be governed by Section IV. of this policy
and the drivers shall fall within this definition of “other employees.”

“Positive Test Result” means a finding of the presence of drugs, alcohol, or their
metabolites in the sample tested in levels at or above the threshold detection
levels contained in the standards of one of the programs listed in Minnesota
Statutes, section 181.953, subdivision 1.

“Random Selection Basis” means a mechanism for selection of employees that:
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a. results in an equal probability that any employee from a group of

employees subject to the selection mechanism will be selected; and

b. does not give the charter school discretion to waive the selection of any
employee selected under the mechanism.

11. “Reasonable Suspicion” means a basis for forming a belief based on specific
facts and rational inferences drawn from those facts.

12. “Safety-Sensitive Position” means a job, including any supervisory or
management position, in which an impairment caused by drug, alcohol, or
cannabis usage would threaten the health or safety of any person.

B. Circumstances Under Which Cannabis Testing or Drug or Alcohol Testing May Be
Requested or Required; Exceptions

1. General Limitations

a. The school district will not request or require an employee or job
applicant whose position does not require a commercial driver’s license
to undergo drug or alcohol testing or cannabis testing, unless the testing
is done pursuant to this policy; and is conducted by a testing laboratory
that meets one of the criteria listed in Minnesota Statutes, section
181.953, subdivision 1.

b. The school district will not request or require an employee or job
applicant whose position does not require a commercial driver’s license
to undergo drug and alcohol testing or cannabis testing on an arbitrary
and capricious basis.

2. Cannabis Testing Exceptions

For the following positions, cannabis and its metabolites are considered a drug
and subject to the drug and alcohol testing provisions in Minnesota Statutes,
sections 181.950 to 181.957:

a. a safety-sensitive position, as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section
181.950, subdivision 13;

b. a position requiring face-to-face care, training, education, supervision,
counseling, consultation, or medical assistance to children;

C. a position requiring a commercial driver's license or requiring an
employee to operate a motor vehicle for which state or federal law
requires drug or alcohol testing of a job applicant or an employee;

d. a position of employment funded by a federal grant; or

e. any other position for which state or federal law requires testing of a
job applicant or an employee for cannabis.
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Job Applicant Testing

The school district may request or require any job applicant whose position does
not require a commercial driver’s license to undergo drug and alcohol testing,
provided a job offer has been made to the applicant and the same test is
requested or required of all job applicants conditionally offered employment for
that position. If a job applicant has received a job offer that is contingent on
the applicant’s passing drug and alcohol testing, the school district may not
withdraw the offer based on a positive test result from an initial screening test
that has not been verified by a confirmatory test. In the event the job offer is
subsequently withdrawn, the school district shall notify the job applicant of the
reason for its action.

a. The school district must not request or require a job applicant to
undergo cannabis testing solely for the purpose of determining the
presence or absence of cannabis as a condition of employment unless
otherwise required by state or federal law.

b. Unless otherwise required by state or federal law, the school district
must not refuse to hire a job applicant solely because the job applicant
submits to a cannabis test or a drug and alcohol test authorized by
Minnesota law and the results of the test indicate the presence of
cannabis.

C. The school district must not request or require an employee or job
applicant to undergo cannabis testing on an arbitrary or capricious basis.

d. Cannabis testing authorized under paragraph (d) must comply with the
safeguards for testing employees provided in Minnesota Statutes,
sections 181.953 and 181.954.

Random Testing

The school district may request or require employees to undergo cannabis
testing or drug and alcohol testing on a random selection basis only if they are
employed in safety-sensitive positions.

Reasonable Suspicion Testing

The school district may request or require any employee to undergo cannabis
testing or drug and alcohol testing if the school district has a reasonable
suspicion that the employee:

a. is under the influence of cannabis, drugs, or alcohol;

b. has violated the school district’s written work rules prohibiting the use,
possession, sale, or transfer of drugs or alcohol, cannabis flower,
cannabis products, lower-potency hemp edibles, or hemp-derived
consumer products while the employee is working or while the employee
is on the school district’'s premises or operating the school district’s
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vehicles, machinery, or equipment;

C. has sustained a personal injury, as that term is defined in Minnesota
Statutes, section 176.011, subdivision 16, or has caused another
employee to sustain a personal injury; or

d. has caused a work-related accident or was operating or helping to
operate machinery, equipment, or vehicles involved in a work-related
accident.

Treatment Program Testing

The school district may request or require any employee to undergo cannabis
testing and drug and alcohol testing if the employee has been referred by the
school district for chemical dependency treatment or evaluation or is
participating in a chemical dependency treatment program under an employee
benefit plan, in which case the employee may be requested or required to
undergo cannabis testing and drug and alcohol testing without prior notice
during the evaluation or treatment period and for a period of up to two (2) years
following completion of any prescribed chemical dependency treatment
program.

Routine Physical Examination Testing

The school district may request or require any employee to undergo drug and
alcohol testing as part of a routine physical examination provided the drug or
alcohol test is requested or required no more than once annually and the
employee has been given at least two weeks’ written notice that a drug or
alcohol test may be requested or required as part of the physical examination.

No Legal Duty to Test

The school district does not have a legal duty to request or require any employee or job
applicant whose position does not require a commercial driver’s license to undergo drug
and alcohol testing.

Right of Other Employee or Job Applicant to Refuse Drug and Alcohol Testing and

Consequences of Such Refusal

1.

Right of Other Employee or Job Applicant to Refuse Drug and Alcohol Testing

Any employee or job applicant whose position does not require a commercial
driver’s license has the right to refuse drug and alcohol testing subject to the
provisions contained in Paragraphs 2. and 3. of Section IV.D.

Consequences of an Employee’s Refusal to Undergo Drug and Alcohol Testing

Any employee in a position that does not require a commercial driver’s license
who refuses to undergo drug and alcohol testing in the circumstances set out in
the Random Testing, Reasonable Suspicion Testing, and Treatment Program
Testing provisions of this policy may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and
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including immediate discharge.

3. Consequences of a Job Applicant’s Refusal to Undergo Drug and Alcohol Testing

Any job applicant for a position which does not require a commercial driver’s
license who refuses to undergo drug and alcohol testing pursuant to the Job
Applicant Testing provision of this policy shall not be employed.

E. Reliability and Fairness Safequards

1. Pretest Notice

Before requesting an employee or job applicant whose position does not require
a commercial driver’s license to undergo drug or alcohol testing or requesting
cannabis testing, the school district shall provide the employee or job applicant
with a Pretest Notice in the form of Attachment D to this policy on which to
acknowledge that the employee or job applicant has received the school
district’s drug and alcohol testing or cannabis testing policy.

2. Notice of Test Results

Within three (3) working days after receipt of a test result report from the testing
laboratory, the school district shall inform in writing an employee or job
applicant who has undergone drug or alcohol testing or cannabis testing of a
negative test result on an initial screening test or of a negative or positive test
result on a confirmatory test.

3. Notice of and Right to Test Result Report

Within three (3) working days after receipt of a test result report from the testing
laboratory, the school district shall inform in writing, an employee or job
applicant who has undergone drug or alcohol testing of the employee or job
applicant’s right to request and receive from the school district a copy of the
test result report on any drug or alcohol test or cannabis test.

4. Notice of and Right to Explain Positive Test Result

a. If an employee or job applicant has a positive test result on a
confirmatory test, the school district shall provide the individual with
notice of the test results and, at the same time, written notice of the
right to explain the results and to submit additional information.

b. The school district may request that the employee or job applicant
indicate any over-the-counter or prescription medication that the
individual is currently taking or has recently taken and any other
information relevant to the reliability of, or explanation for, a positive
test result.

C. The employee may present verification of enrollment in the medical
cannabis patient registry or of enrollment in a Tribal medical cannabis
program as part of the employee’s explanation.
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d. Use of nonintoxicating cannabinoids or edible cannabinoid products is

not a legitimate medical explanation for a confirmed positive test result
for cannabis. MROs will verify a drug test confirmed as positive, even if
an employee claims to have only used nonintoxicating cannabinoids or
edible cannabinoid product.

e. Within three (3) working days after notice of a positive test result on a
confirmatory test, an employee or job applicant may submit information
(in addition to any information already submitted) to the school district
to explain that result.

5. Notice of and Right to Request Confirmatory Retests

a. If an employee or job applicant has a positive test result on a
confirmatory test, the school district shall provide the individual with
notice of the test results and, at the same time, written notice of the
right to request a confirmatory retest of the original sample at his or her
expense.

b. An employee or job applicant may request a confirmatory retest of the
original sample at his or her own expense after notice of a positive test
result on a confirmatory test. Within five (5) working days after notice
of the confirmatory test result, the employee or job applicant shall notify
the school district in writing of his or her intention to obtain a
confirmatory retest. Within three (3) working days after receipt of the
notice, the school district shall notify the original testing laboratory that
the employee or job applicant has requested the laboratory to conduct
the confirmatory retest or to transfer the sample to another laboratory
licensed under Minnesota Statutes, section 181.953, subdivision 1 to
conduct the confirmatory retest. The original testing laboratory shall
ensure that appropriate chain-of-custody procedures are followed
during transfer of the sample to the other laboratory. The confirmatory
retest must use the same drug, alcohol, or cannabis threshold detection
levels as used in the original confirmatory test. If the confirmatory
retest does not confirm the original positive test result, no adverse
personnel action based on the original confirmatory test may be taken
against the employee or job applicant.

6. If an employee or job applicant has a positive test result on a confirmatory test,
the school district, at the time of providing notice of the test results, shall also
provide written notice to inform the individual of other rights provided under
Sections F. or G., below, whichever is applicable.

Attachments E and F to this policy provide the Notices described in Paragraphs
2. through 6. of this Section E.

F. Discharge and Discipline of Employees Whose Positions Do Not Require a Commercial
Driver’s License

1. The school district may not discharge, discipline, discriminate against, request,
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or require rehabilitation of an employee on the basis of a positive test result
from an initial screening test that has not been verified by a confirmatory test.

In the case of a positive test result on a confirmatory test, the employee shall
be subject to discipline which includes, but is not limited to, immediate
suspension without pay and immediate discharge, pursuant to the provisions of
this policy.

The school district may not discharge an employee for whom a positive test
result on a confirmatory test was the first such result for the employee on a
drug or alcohol test or cannabis test requested by the school district, unless the
following conditions have been met:

a. The school district has first given the employee an opportunity to
participate in, at the employee’s own expense or pursuant to coverage
under an employee benefit plan, either a drug, alcohol, or cannabis
counseling or rehabilitation program, whichever is more appropriate, as
determined by the school district after consultation with a certified
chemical abuse counselor or a physician trained in the diagnosis and
treatment of chemical dependency; and

b. The employee has either refused to participate in the counseling or
rehabilitation program or has failed to successfully complete the
program, as evidenced by withdrawal from the program before its
completion or by a positive test result on a confirmatory test after
completion of the program.

Notwithstanding Paragraph 1., the school district may temporarily suspend the
tested employee or transfer that employee to another position at the same rate
of pay pending the outcome of the confirmatory test and, if requested, the
confirmatory retest, provided the school district believes that it is reasonably
necessary to protect the health or safety of the employee, co-employees or the
public. An employee who has been suspended without pay must be reinstated
with back pay if the outcome of the confirmatory test or requested confirmatory
retest is negative.

The school district may not discharge, discipline, discriminate against, request,
or require rehabilitation of an employee on the basis of medical history
information or the employee’s status as a patient enrolled in the medical
cannabis registry program revealed to the school district, unless the employee
was under an affirmative duty to provide the information before, upon, or after
hire, or failing to do so would violate federal law or regulations or cause the
school district to lose money or licensing-related benefit under federal law or
regulations.

The school district may not discriminate against any employee in termination,
discharge, or any term of condition of employment or otherwise penalize an
employee based upon an employee registered patient’s positive drug test for
cannabis components or metabolites, unless the employee used, possessed, or
was impaired by medical cannabis on school district property during the hours
of employment.
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7. An employee must be given access to information in the individual’s personnel
file relating to positive test result reports and other information acquired in the
drug and alcohol testing process or cannabis testing process and conclusions
drawn from and actions taken based on the reports or other acquired
information.

Withdrawal of Job Offer for an Applicant for a Position That Does Not Require a
Commercial Driver’s License

If a job applicant has received a job offer made contingent on the applicant’s passing
drug and alcohol testing, the school district may not withdraw the offer based on a
positive test result from an initial screening test that has not been verified by a
confirmatory test. In the case of a positive test result on a confirmatory test, the school
district may withdraw the job offer.

Chain-of-Custody Procedures

The school district has established its own reliable chain-of-custody procedures to
ensure proper record keeping, handling, labeling, and identification of the samples to
be tested. The procedures require the following:

1. Possession of a sample must be traceable to the employee from whom the
sample is collected, from the time the sample is collected through the time the
sample is delivered to the laboratory;

2. The sample must always be in the possession of, must always be in view of, or
must be placed in a secure area by a person authorized to handle the sample;

3. A sample must be accompanied by a written chain-of-custody record; and
4. Individuals relinquishing or accepting possession of the sample must record the
time the possession of the sample was transferred and must sign and date the

chain-of-custody record at the time of transfer.

Privacy, Confidentiality and Privilege Safeguards

1. Privacy Limitations

A laboratory may only disclose to the school district test result data regarding
the presence or absence of drugs, alcohol or their metabolites in a sample
tested.

2. Confidentiality Limitations

With respect to employees and job applicants, test result reports and other
information acquired in the drug or alcohol testing process are private data on
individuals as that phrase is defined in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 13, and may
not be disclosed by the school district or laboratory to another employer or to a
third-party individual, governmental agency, or private organization without the
written consent of the employee or job applicant tested.
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Exceptions to Privacy and Confidentiality Disclosure Limitations

Notwithstanding Paragraphs 1. And 2., evidence of a positive test result on a
confirmatory test may be: (1) used in an arbitration proceeding pursuant to a
collective bargaining agreement, an administrative hearing under Minnesota
Statutes, Chapter 43A or other applicable state or local law, or a judicial
proceeding, provided that information is relevant to the hearing or proceeding;
(2) disclosed to any federal agency or other unit of the United States
government as required under federal law, regulation or order, or in accordance
with compliance requirements of a federal government contract; and (3)
disclosed to a substance abuse treatment facility for the purpose of evaluation
or treatment of the employee.

Privilege

Positive test results from the school district drug or alcohol testing program may
not be used as evidence in a criminal action against the employee or job
applicant tested.

J. Notice of Testing Policy to Affected Employees

The school district shall provide written notice of this drug, alcohol, and cannabis testing
policy to all affected employees upon adoption of the policy, to a previously non-affected
employee upon transfer to an affected position under the policy, and to a job applicant
upon hire and before any testing of the applicant if the job offer is made contingent on
the applicant’s passing drug and alcohol testing. Affected employees and applicants will
acknowledge receipt of this written notice in the form of Attachment G to this policy.

V. POSTING

The school district shall post notice in an appropriate and conspicuous location on its premises
that it has adopted a drug and alcohol testing policy and that copies of the policy are available
for inspection during regular business hours by its employees or job applicants in its personnel
office or other suitable locations.

Legal References:

Adopted:

Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 43A (State Personnel Management)

Minn. Stat. § 151.72 (Sale of Certain Cannabinoid Products)

Minn. Stat. § 152.01 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 152.22 (Definitions; Medical Cannabis)

Minn. Stat. § 152.23 (Limitations; Medical Cannabis)

Minn. Stat. § 152.32 (Protections for Registry Program Participation)

Minn. Stat. § 176.011, subd. 16 (Definitions; Personal Injury)

Minn. Stat. §§ 181.950-181.957 (Drug and Alcohol Testing in the Workplace)
Minn. Stat. § 221.031 (Motor Carrier Rules)

49 U.S.C. § 31306 (Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act of 1991)

49 U.S.C. 31306a (National Clearinghouse for Controlled Substance and Alcohol
Test Results of Commercial Motor Vehicle Operators)

49 U.S.C. § 521(b) (Civil and Criminal Penalties for Violations)

49 C.F.R. Parts 40 (Department of Transportation Rules Implementing Omnibus
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Transportation Employee Testing Act of 1991)
49 C.F.R. Part 382 (Controlled Substances and Alcohol Use and Testing)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 417 (Chemical Use and Abuse)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 418 (Drug-Free Workplace/Drug-Free School)
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1. PURPOSE

Public concern that students and staff of the school district be able to attend the schools of the
district without becoming infected with serious communicable or infectious diseases, including,
but not limited to, Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), Acquired Immunodeficiency
Syndrome (AIDS), Hepatitis B, and Tuberculosis, requires that the school board adopt
measures effectively responding to health concerns while respecting the rights of all students,
employees, and contractors, including those who are so infected. The purpose of this policy is
to adopt such measures.

II1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

Adopted:

Students

The policy of the school board is that students with communicable diseases not be
excluded from attending school in their usual daily attendance setting so long as their
health permits and their attendance does not create a significant risk of the
transmission of illness to students or employees of the school district. A procedure for
minimizing interruptions to learning resulting from communicable diseases will be
established by the school district in its IEP and Section 504 team process, if applicable,
and in consultation with community health and private health care providers.
Procedures for the inclusion of students with communicable diseases will include any
applicable educational team planning processes, including the review of the
educational implications for the student and others with whom the student comes into
contact.

Employees

The policy of the school board is that employees with communicable diseases not be
excluded from attending to their customary employment so long as they are
physically, mentally, and emotionally able to safely perform tasks assigned to them
and so long as their employment does not create a significant risk of the transmission
of illness to students, employees, or others in the school district. If a reasonable
accommodation will eliminate the significant risk of transmission, such accommodation
will be undertaken unless it poses an undue hardship to the school district.

Circumstances and Conditions

1. Determinations of whether a contagious individual’s school attendance or job
performance creates a significant risk of the transmission of the illness to
students or employees of the school district will be made on a case by case
basis. Such decisions will be based upon the nature of the risk (how it is
transmitted), the duration of the risk (how long the carrier is infectious), the
severity of the risk (what is the potential harm to third parties), and the
probabilities the disease will be transmitted and will cause varying degrees of
harm. When a student is disabled, such a determination will be made in
consultation with the educational planning team.

2. The school board recognizes that some students and some employees,
because of special circumstances and conditions, may pose greater risks for
the transmission of infectious conditions than other persons infected with the
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same illness. Examples include students who display biting behavior, students
or employees who are unable to control their bodily fluids, who have oozing
skin lesions, or who have severe disorders which result in spontaneous
external bleeding. These conditions need to be taken into account and
considered in assessing the risk of transmission of the disease and the
resulting effect upon the educational program of the student or employment of
the employee by consulting with the Commissioner of Health, the physician of
the student or employee, and the parent(s)/guardian(s) of the student.

Students with Special Circumstances and Conditions

The school _(title) , along with the infected individual’s physician, the infected
individual or parent(s)/guardian(s), and others, if appropriate, will weigh risks and
benefits to the student and to others, consider the least restrictive appropriate
educational placement, and arrange for periodic reevaluation as deemed necessary by
the state epidemiologist. The risks to the student shall be determined by the student’s
physician.

Extracurricular Student Participation

Student participation in nonacademic, extracurricular, and non-educational programs
of the school district are subject to a requirement of equal access and comparable
services.

Precautions

The school district will develop routine procedures for infection control at school and
for educating employees about these procedures. The procedures shall be developed
through cooperation with health professionals taking into consideration any guidelines
of the Minnesota Department of Education and the Minnesota Department of Health.
(These precautionary procedures shall be consistent with the school district’s
procedures regarding blood-borne pathogens developed pursuant to the school
district’'s employee right to know policy.)

Information Sharing

1. Employee and student health information shall be shared within the school
district only with those whose jobs require such information and with those
who have a legitimate educational interest (including health and safety) in
such information and shall be shared only to the extent required to accomplish
legitimate educational goals and to comply with employees’ right to know
requirements.

2. Employee and student health data shall be shared outside the school district
only in accordance with state and federal law and with the school district’s
policies on employee and student records and data.

Reporting

If a medical condition of student or staff threatens public health, it must be reported
to the Minnesota Commissioner of Health.
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Prevention

The school district shall, with the assistance of the Minnesota Commissioners of Health
and Education, implement a program to prevent and reduce the risk of sexually
transmitted diseases in accordance with Minnesota Statutes section 121A.23 that
includes:

10.

11.

planning materials, guidelines, and other technically accurate and updated
information;

a comprehensive, developmentally appropriate, technically accurate, and
updated curriculum that includes helping students to abstain from sexual
activity until marriage;

cooperation and coordination among school districts and Service Cooperatives;

a targeting of adolescents, especially those who may be at high risk of
contracting sexually transmitted diseases and infections, for prevention
efforts;

involvement of parents and other community members;
in-service training for district staff and school board members;

collaboration with state agencies and organizations having a sexually
transmitted infection and disease prevention or sexually transmitted infection
and disease risk reduction program;

collaboration with local community health services, agencies and organizations
having a sexually transmitted infection and disease risk reduction program;
and

participation by state and local student organizations.
The program must be consistent with the health and wellness curriculum.

The school district may accept funds for sexually transmitted infection and
disease prevention programs developed and implemented under this section
from public and private sources, including public health funds and foundations,
department professional development funds, federal block grants, or other
federal or state grants.

Vaccination and Screening

The school district will develop procedures regarding the administration of Hepatitis B
vaccinations and Tuberculosis screenings in keeping with current state and federal law.
The procedures shall provide that the Hepatitis B vaccination series be offered to all
who have occupational exposure at no cost to the employee.
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Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 121A.23 (Programs to Prevent and Reduce the Risks of Sexually
Transmitted Infections and Diseases)
Minn. Stat. § 144.441 (Tuberculosis Screening in Schools)
Minn. Stat. § 142 (Testing in School Clinics)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 363A (Minnesota Human Rights Act)
20 U.S.C. § 1400 et seq. (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)
29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)
42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq. (Americans with Disabilities Act)
29 C.F.R. 1910.1030 ( Bloodborne Pathogens)
Kohl by Kohl v. Woodhaven Learning Center, 865 F.2d 930 (8™ Cir.), cert.
denied, 493 U.S. 892 (1989)
School Board of Nassau County, Fla. v. Arline, 480 U.S. 273 (1987)
16 EHLR 712, OCR Staff Memo, April 5, 1990

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 402 (Disability Nondiscrimination)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 407 (Employee Right to Know - Exposure to
Hazardous Substances)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 521 (Student Disability Nondiscrimination)
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1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that qualified teachers are employed by the school district
and to fulfill its duty to ascertain the licensure status of its teachers. A school board that employs
a teacher who does not hold a valid teaching license or permit places itself at risk for a reduction
in state aid. This policy does not negate a teacher’s duty and responsibility to maintain a current
and valid teaching license.

II1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

A qualified teacher is one holding a valid license to perform the particular service for
which the teacher is employed by the school district.

No person shall be a qualified teacher until the school district verifies, through the
Minnesota education licensing system available on the Minnesota Professional Educator
Licensing and Standards Board website, that the person is a qualified teacher consistent
with state law.

The school district has a duty to ascertain the licensure status of its teachers and ensure
that the school district’s teacher license files are up to date. The school district shall
establish a procedure for annually reviewing its teacher license files to verify that every
teacher’s license is current and appropriate to the particular service for which the
teacher is employed by the school district.

The school district must annually report to the Professional Educator Licensing and
Standards Board: (1) all new teacher hires and terminations, including layoffs, by race
and ethnicity; and (2) the reasons for all teacher resignations and requested leaves of

absence. The report must not include data that would personally identify individuals.

III. PROCEDURE

A.

Adopted:

The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall establish a schedule for the
annual review of teacher licenses.

Where it is discovered that a teacher’s license will expire within one year from the date
of the annual review, the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee will advise
the teacher in writing of the approaching expiration and that the teacher must complete
the renewal process and file the license with the superintendent prior to the expiration
of the current license. However, failure to provide this notice does not relieve a teacher
from his/her duty and responsibility of ensuring that his/her teaching license is valid,
current and appropriate to his/her teaching assignment.

If it is discovered that a teacher’s license has expired, the superintendent will
immediately investigate the circumstances surrounding the lack of license and will take
appropriate action. The teacher shall be advised that the teacher’s failure to have the
license reinstated will constitute gross insubordination, inefficiency and willful neglect of
duty which are grounds for immediate discharge from employment.

The duty and responsibility of maintaining a current and valid teaching license
appropriate to the teaching assignment as required by this policy shall remain with the
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teacher, notwithstanding the superintendent’s failure to discover a lapsed license or
license that does not support the teaching assignment. A teacher’s failure to comply
with this policy may be grounds for the teacher’'s immediate discharge from
employment.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 122A.16 (Qualified Teacher Defined)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.22 (District Verification of Teacher Licenses)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40(Employment; Contracts; Termination - Immediate
Discharge)

Minn. Stat. § 127A.42 (Reduction of Aid for Violation of Law)

Vettleson v. Special Sch. Dist. No. 1, 361 N.W.2d 425 (Minn. App. 1985)

Lucio v. School Bd. of Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625, 574 N.W.2d 737 (Minn.
App. 1998)

In the Matter of the Proposed Discharge of John R. Statz (Christine D. VerPloeg),
June 8, 1992, affirmed, 1993 WL 129639 (Minn. App. 1993)

Cross References: None

Adopted:
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The purpose of this policy is to establish a staff development program and structure to carry out
planning and reporting on staff development that supports improved student learning.

II1. ADVISORY STAFF DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND SITE PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT TEAMS

A.

The school board will establish an Advisory Staff Development Committee to develop a
Staff Development Plan, assist Site Professional Development Teams in developing a
site plan consistent with the goals of the Staff Development Plan, and evaluate staff
development efforts at the site level.

1.

The majority of the membership of the Advisory Staff Development Committee
shall consist of teachers representing various grade levels, subject areas, and
special education. The Committee also will include nonteaching staff, parents,
and administrators.

Members of the Advisory Staff Development Committee shall be appointed by
the school board. Committee members shall serve a two-year term* based upon
nominations by board members, teachers, and paraprofessionals. The school
board shall appoint replacement members of the Advisory Staff Development
Committee as soon as possible following the resignation, death, serious illness,
or removal of a member from the Committee.

The school board will establish the Site Professional Development Teams.

1.

Members of the Site Professional Development Teams will be appointed by the
school board. Team members shall serve a two-year term* based upon
nominations by board members, teachers, and paraprofessionals. The school
board shall appoint replacement members of the Site Professional Development
Teams as soon as possible following the resignation, death, serious illness, or
removal of a member from the Team.

The majority of the Site Professional Development Teams shall be teachers
representing various grade levels, subject areas, and special education.

III. DUTIES OF THE ADVISORY STAFF DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

A.

The Advisory Staff Development Committee will develop a Staff Development Plan that
will be reviewed and subject to approval by the school board twice a year.”

The Staff Development Plan must contain the following elements:

1.

Staff development outcomes that are consistent with the education outcomes

Adopted:
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as may be determined periodically by the school board;
The means to achieve the Staff Development outcomes;

The procedures for evaluating progress at each school site toward meeting
educational outcomes consistent with relicensure requirements under Minnesota
Statutes, section 122A.187;

Ongoing staff development activities that contribute toward continuous
improvement in achievement of the following goals:

a. Improve student achievement of state and local education standards in
all areas of the curriculum, including areas of regular academic and
applied and experiential learning, by using research-based best
practices methods;

b. Effectively meet the needs of a diverse student population, including at-
risk children, children with disabilities, English learners, and gifted
children, within the regular classroom, applied and experiential learning
settings, and other settings;

C. Provide an inclusive curriculum for a racially, ethnically, linguistically,
and culturally diverse student population that is consistent with state
education diversity rule and the district’s education diversity plan;

d. Improve staff collaboration and develop mentoring and peer coaching
programs for teachers new to the school or district;

e. Effectively teach and model violence prevention policy and curriculum
that address early intervention alternatives, issues of harassment, and

teach nonviolent alternatives for conflict resolution;

f. Effectively deliver digital and blended learning and curriculum and
engage students with technology; and

g. Provide teachers and other members of site-based management teams
with appropriate management and financial management skills.

The Staff Development Plan also must:

a. Support stable and productive professional communities achieved
through ongoing and schoolwide progress and growth in teaching
practice;

b. Emphasize coaching, professional learning communities, classroom

action research, and other job-embedded models;

C. Maintain a strong subject matter focus premised on students’ learning
goals consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.125;

d. Ensure specialized preparation and learning about issues related to
277
Revised: 1.15.2024 Effective: 1.15.2024



BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL

ISD 146

Adopted:

e.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND MENTORING
POLICY 425
SERIES 400 STUDENTS

teaching English learners and students with special needs by focusing
on long-term systemic efforts to improve educational services and
opportunities and raise student achievement; and

Reinforce national and state standards of effective teaching practice.

Staff development activities must:

Focus on the school classroom and research-based strategies that
improve student learning;

Provide opportunities for teachers to practice and improve their
instructional skills over time;

Provide opportunities for teachers to use student data as part of their
daily work to increase student achievement;

Enhance teacher content knowledge and instructional skills, including to
accommodate the delivery of digital and blended learning and
curriculum and engage students with technology;

Align with state and local academic standards;

Provide opportunities to build professional relationships, foster
collaboration among principals and staff who provide instruction, and
provide opportunities for teacher-to-teacher mentoring;

Align with the plan, if any, of the district or site for an alternative teacher
professional pay system;

Provide teachers of English learners, including English as a second
language, and content teachers with differentiated instructional
strategies critical for ensuring students long-term academic success, the
means to effectively use assessment data on the academic literacy, oral
academic language, and English language development of English
learners, and skills to support native and English language development
across the curriculum; and

Provide opportunities for staff to learn about current workforce trends,
the connections between workforce trends and postsecondary
education, and training options, including career and technical education
options.

Staff development activities may include curriculum development and
curriculum training programs and activities that provide teachers and other
members of site-based teams training to enhance team performance.

The school district may implement other staff development activities required
by law and activities associated with professional teacher compensation models.

The Advisory Staff Development Committee will assist Site Professional Development
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Teams in developing a site plan consistent with the goals and outcomes of the Staff
Development Plan.

The Advisory Staff Development Committee will evaluate staff development efforts at
the site level and will report to the school board on a quarterly basis* the extent to which
staff at the site have met the outcomes of the Staff Development Plan.

In addition to developing a Staff Development Plan, the Staff Development Advisory
Committee also must develop teacher mentoring programs for teachers new to the
profession or school district, including teaching residents, teachers of color, teachers
who are American Indian, teachers in license shortage areas, teachers with special
needs, or experienced teachers in need of peer coaching. Teacher mentoring programs
must be included in or aligned with the school district's teacher evaluation and peer
review processes under Minnesota Statutes, sections 122A.40, subdivision 8 or 122A.41,
subdivision 5.

The Advisory Staff Development Committee shall assist the school district in preparing
any reports required by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) relating to staff
development or teacher mentoring including, but not limited to, the reports referenced
in Section VII. below.

IV. DUTIES OF THE SITE PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT TEAM

A. Each Site Professional Development Team shall develop a site plan, consistent with the
goals of the Staff Development Plan. The school board will review the site plans for
consistency with the Staff Development Plan twice a year.*

B. The Site Professional Development Team must demonstrate to the school board the
extent to which staff at the site have met the outcomes of the Staff Development Plan.
The actual reports to the school board can be made by the Advisory Staff Development
Committee to avoid duplication of effort.

C. If the school board determines that staff development outcomes are not being met, it
may withhold a portion of the initial allocation of revenue referenced in Section V. below.

V. STAFF DEVELOPMENT FUNDING
A. Unless the school district is in statutory operating debt or a majority of the school board

and a majority of its licensed teachers annually vote to waive the requirement to reserve
basic revenue for staff development, the school district will reserve an amount equal to
at least two percent of its basic revenue for: (1) teacher development and evaluation
under Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.40, subdivision 8 or 122A.41, subdivision 5; (2)
principal development and evaluation under section 123B.147, subdivision. 3; (3)
professional development under section 122A.60; (4) in-service education for programs
under section 120B.22, subdivision 2; and (5) teacher mentorship under section
122A.70, subdivision 1. . To the extent extra funds remain, staff development revenue
may be used for development plans, including plans for challenging instructional
activities and experiences under section 122A.60, and for curriculum development and

* This time period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.

Adopted:
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programs, other in-service education, teacher’s workshops, teacher conferences, the
cost of substitute teachers for staff development purposes, preservice and in-service
education for special education professionals and paraprofessionals, and other related
costs for staff development efforts. The school district also may use the revenue
reserved for staff development for grants to the school district’s teachers to pay for
coursework and training leading to certification as either a college in the schools teacher
or a concurrent enrollment teacher. To receive a grant, the teacher must be enrolled in
a program that includes coursework and training focused on teaching a core subject.

The school district may, in its discretion, expend an additional amount of unreserved
revenue for staff development based on its needs.

Release time provided for teachers to supervise students on field trips and school
activities, or independent tasks not associated with enhancing the teacher’s knowledge
and instructional skills, such as preparing report cards, calculating grades, or organizing
classroom materials, may not be counted as staff development time that is financed
with staff development reserved revenue under Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.61.

VI. PROCEDURE FOR USE OF STAFF DEVELOPMENT FUNDS

A.

On a yearly™ basis, the Advisory Staff Development Committee, with the assistance of
the Site Professional Development Teams, shall prepare a projected budget setting forth
proposals for allocating staff development and mentoring funds reserved for each school
site. Such budgets shall include, but not be limited to, projections as to the cost of
building site training programs, costs of individual staff seminars, and cost of
substitutes.

Upon approval of the budget by the school board, the Advisory Committee shall be
responsible for monitoring the use of such funds in accordance with the Staff
Development Plan and budget. The requested use of staff development funds must meet
or make progress toward the goals and objectives of the Staff Development Plan. All
costs/expenditures will be reviewed by the school board and/or superintendent for
consistency with the Staff Development Plan on a quarterly basis.*

Individual requests from staff for leave to attend staff development activities shall be
submitted and reviewed according to school district policy, staff procedures, contractual
agreement, and the effect on school district operations. Failure to timely submit such
requests may be cause for denial of the request.

The school district may use staff development revenue, special grant programs
established by the legislature, or another funding source to pay a stipend to a mentor
who may be a current or former teacher who has taught at least three (3) years and is
not on an improvement plan. Other initiatives using such funds. or funds available under
Minnesota Statutes, sections 124D.861 and 124D.862, may include:

1. additional stipends as incentives to mentors of color or who are American
Indian;

* This time period may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.

Adopted:
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2. financial supports for professional learning community affinity groups across
schools within and between districts for teachers from underrepresented racial
and ethnic groups to come together throughout the school year;

3. programs for induction aligned with the school district or school mentorship
program during the first three (3) years of teaching, especially for teachers from
underrepresented racial and ethnic groups; or

4. grants supporting licensed and nonlicensed educator participation in
professional development, such as workshops and graduate courses, related to
increasing student achievement for students of color and American Indian
students in order to close opportunity and achievement gaps.

To the extent the school district receives a grant for any of the above purposes, it will
negotiate additional retention strategies or protection from unrequested leave of
absences in the beginning years of employment for teachers of color and teachers who
are American Indian. Retention strategies may include providing financial incentives for
teachers of color and teachers who are American Indian to work in the school or district
for at least five (5) years and placing American Indian educators at sites with other
American Indian educators and educators of color at sites with other educators of color
to reduce isolation and increase opportunity for collegial support.

VII. PARAPROFESSIONALS, TITLE I AIDES, AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT STAFF

A.

The school district must provide a minimum of eight hours of paid orientation or
professional development annually to all paraprofessionals, Title I aides, and other
instructional support staff. Six of the eight hours must be completed before the first
instructional day of the school year or within 30 days of hire.

The orientation or professional development must be relevant to the employee's
occupation and may include collaboration time with classroom teachers and planning for
the school year.

For paraprofessionals who provide direct support to students, at least 50 percent of the
professional development or orientation must be dedicated to meeting the requirements
of this section. Professional development for paraprofessionals may also address the
requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.363, subdivision 3.

A school administrator must provide an annual certification of compliance with this
requirement to the MDE Commissioner.

VIII. REPORTING

A.

Adopted:

The school district and site staff development committee shall prepare a report of the
previous fiscal year’s staff development activities and expenditures as part of the school
district’s world’s best workforce report.

1. The report must include assessment and evaluation data indicating progress
toward district and site staff development goals based on teaching and learning
outcomes, including the percentage of teachers and other staff involved in
instruction who participate in effective staff development activities.
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The report will provide a breakdown of expenditures for:
a. Curriculum development and curriculum training programs;
b. Staff development training models, workshops, and conferences; and

c. The cost of releasing teachers or providing substitute teachers for staff
development purposes.

The report also must indicate whether the expenditures were incurred at the
district level or the school site level and whether the school site expenditures
were made possible by the grants to school sites that demonstrate exemplary
use of allocated staff development revenue. These expenditures must be
reported using the uniform financial and accounting and reporting standards
(UFARS).

The report will be signed by the superintendent and staff development chair.

B. To the extent the school district receives a grant for mentorship activities described in
Section V.D., by June 30 of each year after receiving a grant, the site staff development
committee must submit a report to the Professional Educator Licensing and Standards
Board on program efforts that describes mentoring and induction activities and assesses
the impact of these programs on teacher effectiveness and retention.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Adopted:

Minn. Stat. § 120A.41 (Length of School Year; Days of Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.415 (Extended School Calendar)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.22, Subd. 2 (Violence Prevention Education)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.642 (Paraprofessional Training)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.187 (Expiration and Renewal)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subds. 7, 7a and 8 (Employment; Contracts; Termination
- Additional Staff Development and Salary)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subds. 4, 4a and 5 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the
First Class; Definitions - Additional Staff Development and Salary)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.60 (Staff Development Program)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.70 (Teacher Mentorship and Retention of Effective Teachers)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.61 (Reserved Revenue for Staff Development)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, subd. 3 (Principals)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.861 (Achievement and Integration for Minnesota)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.862 (Achievement and Integration Revenue)

Minn. Stat. § 126C.10, Subds. 2 and 2b (General Education Revenue)

Minn. Stat. § 126C.13, Subd. 5 (General Education Levy and Aid)

None.
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601 SCHOOL DISTRICT CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION GOALS
I. PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to establish broad curriculum parameters for the school district that
encompass the Minnesota Academic Standards and federal law and are aligned with creating
the world’s best workforce.
II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
The policy of the school district is to establish the “world’s best workforce” in which all learning
in the school district should be directed and for which all school district learners should be held
accountable.
III1. DEFINITIONS
A. “Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required

content area or elective content area.

B. “Antiracist” means actively working to identify and eliminate racism in all forms in order
to change policies, behaviors, and beliefs that perpetuate racist ideas and actions.

C. “Benchmark” means specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to complete
part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band.

D. "Culturally sustaining" means integrating content and practices that infuse the culture
and language of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color communities who have been
and continue to be harmed and erased through the education system.

E. “Curriculum” means district or school adopted programs and written plans for providing
students with learning experiences that lead to expected knowledge, skills, and career
and college readiness.

F. “Ethnic studies” as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.25, has the same
meaning for purposes of this section. Ethnic studies curriculum may be integrated in
existing curricular opportunities or provided through additional curricular offerings.

G. “Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration
through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job
shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships,
other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment.

H. "Institutional racism" means structures, policies, and practices within and across
institutions that produce outcomes that disadvantage those who are Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color.

I. “Instruction” means methods of providing learning experiences that enable students to

meet state and district academic standards and graduation requirements including
applied and experiential learning.
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J. “Performance measures” are measures to determine school district and school site
progress in striving to create the world’s best workforce and must include at least the

following:

1. the size of the academic achievement gap; rigorous course taking, including
college-level advanced placement, international baccalaureate, postsecondary
enrollment options, including concurrent enrollment, other rigorous courses of
study or industry certification courses or programs, and enrichment experiences
by student subgroup;

2. student performance on the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments;

3. high school graduation rates; and

4., career and college readiness under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.30,
subdivision 1.

K. “World’s best workforce” means striving to: meet school readiness goals; close the

academic achievement gap among all racial and ethnic groups of students and between
students living in poverty and students not living in poverty; have all students attain
career and college readiness before graduating from high school; and have all students
graduate from high school.

IvV. LONG-TERM STRATEGIC PLAN

A.

Adopted:

The school board, at a public meeting, must adopt a comprehensive, long-term strategic
plan to support and improve teaching and learning that is aligned with creating the
world’s best workforce and includes the following:

1. clearly defined school district and school site goals and benchmarks for
instruction and student achievement for all student categories identified in
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.35, subdivision 3, paragraph (b)(2).;

2. a process to assess and evaluate each student’s progress toward meeting state
and local academic standards, assess and identify students for participation in
gifted and talented programs and services and accelerate their instruction, adopt
early-admission procedures consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section
120B.15 and identifying the strengths and weaknesses of instruction in pursuit
of student and school success and curriculum affecting students’ progress and
growth toward career and college readiness and leading to the world’s best
workforce;

3. a system to periodically review and evaluate the effectiveness of all instruction
and curriculum, taking into account strategies and best practices, student
outcomes, principal evaluations under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.147,
subdivision 3, students’ access to effective teachers who are members of
populations underrepresented among the licensed teachers in the district or
school and who reflect the diversity of enrolled students under Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.35, subdivision 3(b)(2), and teacher evaluations under
Minnesota Statutes, section 122A.40, subdivision. 8, or 122A.41, subdivision 5;

285
Revised: 12.18.2023 Effective: 12.18.2023



SCHOOL DISTRICT CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTIONAL GOALS

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 601

ISD 146

SERIES 600 STUDENTS

strategies for improving instruction, curriculum, and student achievement,
including the English and, where practicable, the native language development
and the academic achievement of English learners;

a process to examine the equitable distribution of teachers and strategies to
ensure children in low-income families, children in families of People of Color,
and children in American Indian families are not taught at higher rates than
other children by inexperienced, ineffective, or out-of-field teachers;

education effectiveness practices that

a. integrate high-quality instruction, technology, and curriculum that is
rigorous, accurate, antiracist, and culturally sustaining;

b. ensure learning and work environments validate, affirm, embrace, and
integrate cultural and community strengths for all students, families,
and employees;

C. provide a collaborative professional culture that seeks to retain qualified,
racially and ethnically diverse staff effective at working with diverse
students while developing and supporting teacher quality, performance,
and effectiveness; and

an annual budget for continuing to implement the school district plan; and

identifying a list of suggested and required materials, resources, sample
curricula, and pedagogical skills for use in kindergarten through grade 12 that
accurately reflect the diversity of the state of Minnesota.

B. The school district is not required to include information regarding literacy in a plan
or report required under this section, except with regard to the academic achievement

of English learners.

C. Every child is reading at or above grade level every year, beginning in kindergarten, and
multilingual learners and students receiving special education services are receiving
support in achieving their individualized reading goals pursuant to Policy XXX (Reading
and the Read Act)

Legal References:

Adopted:

Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.30, Subd. 1 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35, Subd. 3 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 8 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.41, Subd. 5 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class;
Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.147, Subd. 3 (Principals)

Minn. Stat. § 125A.56, Subd. 1 (Alternate Instruction Required before
Assessment Referral)

20 U.S.C. § 5801, et segq. (gg(tsional Education Goals)
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20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
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603 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

I. PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide direction for continuous review and improvement of the
school curriculum.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
Curriculum development shall be directed toward the fulfillment of the goals and objectives of
the education program of the school district.

III. RESPONSIBILITY
The superintendent shall be responsible for curriculum development and for determining the
most effective way of conducting research on the school district’'s curriculum needs and
establishing a long-range curriculum development program. Timelines shall be determined by
the superintendent that will provide for periodic reviews of each curriculum area.

IV. DISTRICT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

A. The school board must establish an advisory committee to ensure active community
participation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and curriculum
affecting state and district academic standards.

B. The District Advisory Committee, to the extent possible, must reflect the diversity of the
district and its school sites, include teachers, parents, support staff, students, and other
community residents, and provide translation to the extent appropriate and practicable.
Whenever possible, parents and other community residents must comprise at least two-
thirds of committee members.

C. The District Advisory Committee must pursue community support to accelerate the
academic and native literacy and achievement of English learners with varied needs,
from young children to adults, consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.59,
subdivisions 2 and 2a.

D. The school district may establish site teams as subcommittees of the District Advisory
Committee.

E. The District Advisory Committee must recommend to the school board
1. rigorous academic standards, student achievement goals and measures

consistent with Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.11, subdivision 1a,
120B.022 subdivisions 1a and 1b, and 120B.35;

2. district assessments;

3. means to improve students' equitable access to effective and more diverse
teachers;

4, strategies to ensure the curriculum is rigorous, accurate, antiracist, culturally

sustaining, and reflects the diversity of the student population;
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5. strategies to ensure that curriculum and learning and work environments
validate, affirm, embrace, and integrate the cultural and community strengths
of all racial and ethnic groups; and

6. program evaluations.
F. School sites may expand upon district evaluations of instruction, curriculum,
assessments, or programs.
V. SCHOOL SITE TEAM

Each school must establish a site team to develop and implement strategies and education
effectiveness practices to improve instruction, curriculum, cultural competencies, including
cultural awareness and cross-cultural communication, and student achievement at the school
site. The site team must include teachers and administrators and at least one parent. The site
team advises the board and the advisory committee about developing the annual budget and
creates an instruction and curriculum improvement plan to align curriculum, assessment of
student progress, and growth in meeting state and district academic standards and instruction.

VI. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

A.

Students who do not meet or exceed Minnesota academic standards, as measured by
the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments that are administered during high school,
shall be informed that admission to a public school is free and available to any resident
under 21 years of age or who meets the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section
120A.20, subdivision 1(c). A student’s plan under this section shall continue while the
student is enrolled.

The superintendent shall be responsible for keeping the school board informed of all
state-mandated curriculum changes, as well as recommended discretionary changes,
and for periodically presenting recommended modifications for school board review and
approval.

The superintendent shall have discretionary authority to develop guidelines and
directives to implement school board policy relating to curriculum development.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Admission to Public School)

Adopted:

Minn. Stat. § 120B.10 (Findings; Improving Instruction and Curriculum)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Reading Proficiently No Later than the End of Grade 3)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125(f) (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.59 (Definitions)

Minn. Rules Part 3500.0550 (Inclusive Educational Program)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English
Language Development)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social

Studies) 289

Revised: 12.18.2023 Effective: 12.18.2023



CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 603

ISD 146 SERIES 600 STUDENTS
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 623 (Mandatory Summer School Instruction)
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612.1 DEVELOPMENT OF PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT POLICIES FOR TITLE I
PROGRAMS

I PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to encourage and facilitate involvement by parents of
students participating in Title I in the educational programs and experiences of students. The
policy shall provide the framework for organized, systematic, ongoing, informed, and timely
parental involvement in relation to decisions about the Title I services within the school district.
The involvement of parents by the school district shall be directed toward both public and
private school children whose parents are school district residents or whose children attend
school within the boundaries of the school district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to plan and implement, with meaningful consultation
with parents of participating children, programs, activities, and procedures for the
engagement of parents and families in its Title I programs.

B. The policy of the school district is to fully comply with 20 United States Code section
6318 which requires the school district to develop jointly with, agree upon with, and
distribute to parents of children participating in Title I programs written parent and
family engagement policies.

III. DEVELOPMENT OF DISTRICT LEVEL POLICY

The school board will direct the administration to develop jointly with, agree upon with, and
distribute to parents and family members of participating children a written parent and family
engagement policy that will be incorporated into the school district’'s Title I plan. The
policy will establish the expectations for meaningful parent and family involvement and
describe how the school district will:

A. Involve parents and family members in the joint development of the school
district’s Title I plan and the development of support and improvement plans;

B. Provide the coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist
and build the capacity of all participating schools within the school district in planning
and implementing effective parent and family involvement activities to improve
student academic achievement and school performance, which may include meaningful
consultation with employers, business leaders, and philanthropic organizations, or
individuals with expertise in effectively engaging parents and family members in
education;

C. Coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies with similar
strategies, to the extent feasible and appropriate, with other relevant federal, state,
and local laws and programs;

D. Conduct, with the meaningful involvement of parents and family members, an annual
evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement
policy in improving the academic quality of the schools served, including identifying
barriers to greater participation by parents in parental involvement activities (with
particular attention to, parents who are economically disadvantaged, disabled, have
limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or who are of a racial or ethnic
minority background); the needs of parents and family members to assist with the
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learning of their children, including engaging with school personnel and teachers; and
strategies to support successful school and family interactions;

E. Use the findings of such evaluations to design evidence-based strategies for more
effective parental involvement and to revise, if necessary, the district-level and
school-level and family engagement policies; and

F. Involve parents in the activities of the schools, which may include establishing a parent
advisory board comprised of a sufficient humber and representative group of parents
or family members served by the school district to adequately represent the needs of
the population served by the school district for the purposes of developing, revising,
and reviewing the parent and family engagement policy.

IV. DEVELOPMENT OF SCHOOL LEVEL POLICY

The school board will direct the administration of each school to develop (or amend an existing
parental involvement policy) jointly with, and distribute to, parents and family members of
participating children a written parent and family engagement policy, agreed upon by such
parents and families, that shall describe the means for carrying out the federal requirements
of parent and family engagement. Parents shall be notified of the policy in an
understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language
the parents can understand. Such policy shall be made available to the local community
and updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school.

A. The policy will describe the means by which each school with a Title I program will:

1. Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents of
participating children shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents
of their school’s participation in Title I programs, and to explain to parents of
participating children the program, its requirements, and their right to be involved;

2. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening,
and may provide with Title I funds transportation, child care, or home visits, as
such services relate to parental involvement;

3. Involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in the planning, review,
and improvement of the parental involvement programs, including the planning,
review, and improvement of the school parent and family engagement policy and
the joint development of the school-wide program plan, except that if a school has
in place a process for involving parents in the joint planning and design of the
school’s programs, the school may use that process, if such process includes an
adequate representation of parents of participating children;

4. Provide parents of participating children with: timely information about Title I
programs; a description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school,
the forms of academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the
achievement levels of the challenging state academic standards; if requested by
parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to
participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children,
and te respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible; and

5. If the school-wide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents of participating
children, submit any parent’s comments on the plan when it is submitted to the
school district.

B. As a component of this policy, each school shall jointly develop with parents a
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school/parent compact which outlines how parents, staff, and students will share the
responsibility for improved student academic achievement and the means by which the
school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help children

achieve the state’s high standards. The compact shall:

1.

Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and
instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables
participating students to meet state student academic achievement standards;

Describe the ways each parent will be responsible for supporting his or her child’s
learning by volunteering in his or her child’s classroom and participating, as
appropriate, in decisions relating to his or her child’s education and use of
extracurricular time.

Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an
on-going basis through the use of:

a. Annual parent-teacher conferences to discuss the compact and the child’s
achievement;

b. Frequent progress reports to the parents; and

c. Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer, participate in the
child’s class, and observe in the child’s classroom.

d. Ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family
members and school staff and, to the extent practicable, in a language that
family members can understand.

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the
school, parents, and community to improve student academic achievement, the
policy will describe how each school and the school district will:

Provide assistance to participating parents in understanding such topics as the
state’s academic content standards and state academic achievement standards,
state and local academic assessments, Title I requirements, and how to monitor a
child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement of their
children;

Provide materials and training to assist parents in working with their children to
improve their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using
technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement;

Educate school staff, with the assistance of parents, in the value and utility of
contributions of parents and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work
with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent programs, and
build ties between parents and school;

Coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with other
federal, state, and local programs, including public preschool programs, and
conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and
support parents in more fully participating in the education of their children to
the extent feasible and appropriate;

Ensure, to the extent practicable, that information about school and parent
meetings, programs, and activities is sent kheme to the parents of participating
children in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can
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understand; and

Provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities as
requested by parents.

The policy will also describe the process to be taken if the school district and school

choose to:

1. Involve parents in the development of training for school staff to improve the
effectiveness of such training;

2. Provide necessary literacy training with funds received under Title I programs if all
other funding has been exhausted;

3. Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parental involvement
activities, including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents to
participate in school-related meetings and training sessions;

4, Train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents;

5. Arrange meetings at a variety of times or have conduct in-home conferences
between teachers or other educators, who work directly with participating children,
and parents who are unable to attend such conferences at school in order to
maximize parental eppertunitiesfer involvement and participation in school-related
activities;

6. Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement;

7. Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and business in
parental involvement activities; and

8. Establish a district-wide parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters

related to parental involvement in Title I programs.

To carry out the requirements of parent and family engagement, the school district
and schools, to the extent practicable, will provide opportunities for the informed
participation of parents and family members (including parents and family members
who have limited English proficiency, parents and family members with disabilities, and
parents and family members of migratory children), including providing information
and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language that is
understandable by the parents.

The school district and each school shall inform parents and parent organizations of
the existence of family engagement in education programs.

The policies will be updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the

school.

Legal References: 20 U.S.C. § 6318 (Parent and Family Engagement)

Cross References: None

Adopted:
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SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY
PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to focus public education strategies on a process that promotes
higher academic achievement for all students and ensures broad-based community participation
in decisions regarding implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and federal
law.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and federal law requires
accountability for the school district. The school district established a system to transition to
the graduation requirements of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards. The school district
also established a system to review and improve instruction, curriculum, and assessment which
will include substantial input by students, parents or guardians, and local community members.
The school district will be accountable to the public and the state through annual reporting.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or a
student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school district.

B. “World’s best workforce” means striving to: meet school readiness goals; close the
academic achievement gap among all racial and ethnic groups of students and between
students living in poverty and students not living in poverty; have all students attain
career and college readiness before graduating from high school; and have all students
graduate from high school.

ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS; IMPLEMENTATION; EVALUATION AND REPORTING

A. School District Goals

1. The school board has established school district-wide goals that provide broad
direction for the school district. Incorporated in these goals are the graduation
and education standards contained in the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards
and federal law. The broad goals shall be reviewed annually and approved by
the school board. The school board shall adopt annual goals based on the
recommendations of the school district’s Advisory Committee.

2. The District Advisory Committee created under Policy 603 (Curriculum
Development) is established by the school board to ensure active community
participation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and
curriculum affecting state and district academic standards.

3. The school district-wide improvement goals should address recommendations
identified through the District Advisory Committee process. The school district’s
goal setting process will include consideration of individual site goals. School
district goals may also be developed through an education effectiveness
program, an evaluation of student progress committee, or through some other
locally determined process.
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System for Reviewing All Instruction and Curriculum. Incorporated in the process will
be analysis of the school district’s progress toward implementation of the Minnesota
Academic Standards. Instruction and curriculum shall be reviewed and evaluated by
taking into account strategies and best practices, student outcomes, principal
evaluations under Minnesota Statutes section 123B.147, and teacher evaluations under
Minnesota Statutes section 122A.40 or 122A.41.

Implementation of Graduation Requirements

1. The District Advisory Committee shall also advise the school board on
implementation of the state and local graduation requirements, including K-12
curriculum, assessment, student learning opportunities, and other related
issues. Recommendations of the District Advisory Committee shall be published
annually to the community. The school board shall receive public input and
comment and shall adopt or update this policy at least annually.

2. The school board shall annually review and determine if student achievement
levels at each school site meet federal expectations. If the school board
determines that student achievement levels at a school site do not meet federal
expectations and the site has not made adequate yearly progress for two
consecutive school years, the District Advisory Committee shall work with the
school site to adopt a plan to raise student achievement levels to meet federal
expectations. The District Advisory Committee may seek assistance from the
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) (Commissioner)
in developing a plan which must include parental involvement components.

3. The educational assessment system component utilized by the school board to
measure individual students’ educational progress must be based, to the extent
annual tests are administered, on indicators of current achievement that show
growth relative to an individual student’s prior achievement. Indicators of
achievement and prior achievement must be based on highly reliable statewide
or districtwide assessments. The school board will utilize models developed by
the Commissioner for measuring individual student progress. The school board
must coordinate with MDE in evaluating school sites and continuous
improvement plans, consistent with best practices.

Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement

1. The District Advisory Committee will meet to advise and assist the school district
in the implementation of the school district system accountability and
comprehensive continuous improvement process.

2. The District Advisory Committee, working in cooperation with other committees
of the school district [such as the Technology, Educational Effectiveness, Grade
Level, Site Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment Committees, etc.], will
provide active community participation in:

a. Reviewing the school district instructional and curriculum plan, with
emphasis on implementing the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards;

b. Identifying annual instruction and curriculum improvement goals for
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recommendation to the school board;

C. Making recommendations regarding the evaluation process that will be
used to measure school district progress toward its goals; and,

d. Advising the school board about development of the annual budget.
3. The District Advisory Committee shall meet the following criteria:
a. The District Advisory Committee shall ensure active community

participation in all planning for instruction and curriculum affecting
Graduation Standards.

b. The District Advisory Committee shall make recommendations to the
school board on school district-wide standards, assessments, and
program evaluation.

C. Building teams may be established as subcommittees to develop and
implement an education effectiveness plan and to carry out methods to
improve instruction, curriculum, and assessments as well as methods to
use technology in meeting the school district improvement plan.

d. A local plan to evaluate student progress, using a local process, shall be
used for developing a plan for assessment of student progress toward
the Graduation Standards, as well as program evaluation data for use
by the District Advisory Committee in the instruction and curriculum
review process. This plan shall annually be approved by the school

board.
5. Translation services should be provided to the extent appropriate and
practicable.
6. The District Advisory Committee shall meet the following timeline each year:
Month: Organizational meeting of the Committee to review the authorizing

legislation and the roles and responsibilities of the Committee as
determined by the school board.

Month(s): Agree on the process to be used. Become familiar with the
instruction and curriculum of the cycle content area.

Month(s): Review evaluation results and prepare recommendations.

Month: Present recommendations to the school board for its input and
approval.
E. Evaluation of Student Progress Committee. A committee of professional staff shall

develop a plan for assessment of student progress, the Graduation Standards, as well
as program evaluation data for use by the District Advisory Committee to review
instruction and curriculum, cultural competencies, including cultural awareness and
cross-cultural communication, and student achievement at the school site. This plan
shall annually be approved by the school board.

297
Adopted: Revised: 12.18.2023 Effective: 12.18.2023



SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 616

ISD 146 SERIES 600 STUDENTS
F. Reporting

1. Consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.36, subdivision. 1, the school

Legal References:

Adopted:

board shall publish a report in the local newspaper with the largest circulation
in the district, by mail, or by electronic means on the school district website.
The school board shall hold an annual public meeting to review and revise, where
appropriate, student achievement goals, local assessment outcomes, plans,
strategies, and practices for improving curriculum and instruction and cultural
competency and efforts to equitably distribute diverse, effective, experienced,
and in-field teachers, and to review school district success in realizing the
previously adopted student achievement goals and related benchmarks and the
improvement plans leading to the world’s best workforce. The school board
must transmit an electronic summary of its report to the Commissioner in the
form and manner the Commissioner determines. The school district shall
periodically survey affected constituencies in their native languages, where
appropriate and practicable, about their connection to and level of satisfaction
with school. The school district shall include the results of this evaluation in its
published reports and in its summary report to the Commissioner.

The school performance report for a school site and a school district must include
performance reporting information and calculate proficiency rates as required
by the most recently reauthorized Elementary and Secondary Education Act.

The school district must annually report the district's class size ratios by each
grade to the commissioner of education in the form and manner specified by the
commissioner.

The school district must report whether programs funded with compensatory
revenue are consistent with best practices demonstrated to improve student
achievement.

Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.36 (School Accountability)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.41 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class; Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.04 (Site Decision Making; Individualized Learning
Agreement; Other Agreements)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.147 (Principals)

Minn. Stat. § 126C.12 (Learning and Development Revenue Amount and Use)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)
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Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 617 (School District Ensurance of Preparatory and
High School Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
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II.

I1I.

IV.

SERIES 600 STUDENTS
CREDIT FOR LEARNING
PURPOSE

This policy recognizes student achievement that occurs in postsecondary enrollment option and
other advanced enrichment programs. This policy also recognizes student achievement that
occurs in other schools, in alternative learning sites, and in out-of-school experiences such as
community organizations, work-based learning, and other educational activities and
opportunities. This policy addresses transfer of student credit from out-of-state, private, or
home schools and online learning programs and to address how the school district will recognize
student achievement obtained outside of the school district.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to provide a process for awarding students credit toward
graduation requirements for credits and grades students complete in other schools,
postsecondary or higher education institutions, other learning environments, and online courses
and programs.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Accredited school” means a school that is accredited by an accrediting agency,
recognized according to Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.445 or recognized by the
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (Commissioner).

B. "Concurrent enrollment"” means nonsectarian courses in which an eligible pupil under
subdivision 5 or 5b enrolls to earn both secondary and postsecondary credits, are taught
by a secondary teacher or a postsecondary faculty member, and are offered at a high
school for which the district is eligible to receive concurrent enrollment program aid
under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.091.

C. “Course” means a course or program.

D. “Eligible institution” means a Minnesota public postsecondary institution, a private,
nonprofit two-year trade and technical school granting associate degrees, an
opportunities industrialization center accredited by an accreditor recognized by the
United States Department of Education, or a private, residential, two-year or four-year,
liberal arts, degree-granting college or university located in Minnesota.

E. “Nonpublic school” is a private school or home school in which a child is provided
instruction in compliance with the Minnesota compulsory attendance laws.

F. “"Weighted grade” is a letter or numerical grade that is assigned a numerical advantage
when calculating the grade point average.

TRANSFER OF CREDIT FROM OTHER SCHOOLS

A. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Minnesota Public Secondary Schools

1. The school district will accept and transfer secondary credits and grades
awarded to a student from another Minnesota public secondary school upon
presentation of a certified transcript from the transferring public secondary
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school evidencing the course taken and the grade and credit awarded.

To qualify as an honor graduate, home schooled an transfer students must
receive a full complement of grades (7 classes per semester) for both semesters
of their junior year at BHS in conjunction of the PSEO program their senior year,
or they must receive a full complement of grade for both semesters their senior
year at BHS.

Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Schools

1.

The school district will accept secondary credits and grades awarded to a student
for courses successfully completed at a public school outside of Minnesota or an
accredited nonpublic school upon presentation of a certified transcript from the
transferring public school in another state or nonpublic school evidencing the
course taken and the grade and credit awarded.

a. When a determination is made that the content of the course aligns
directly with school district graduation requirements, the student will be
awarded commensurate credits and grades.

b. To qualify as an honor graduate, home schooled an transfer students must
receive a full complement of grades (7 classes per semester) for both
semesters of their junior year at BHS in conjunction of the PSEO program
their senior year, or they must receive a full complement of grade for both
semesters their senior year at BHS.

C. In the event the content of a course taken at an accredited nonpublic
school or public school in another state does not fully align with the
content of the school district’s high school graduation requirements but
is comparable to elective credits offered by the school district for
graduation, the student may be provided elective credit applied toward
graduation requirements. Credit that does not fully align with the school
district’s high school graduation requirements will not be used to
compute honor roll and/or class rank.

d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high
school graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be provided
to the student.

Students transferring from a non-accredited, nonpublic school shall receive
credit from the school district upon presentation of a transcript or other
documentation evidencing the course taken and grade and credit awarded.

a. Students will be required to provide copies of course descriptions,
syllabi, or work samples for determination of appropriate credit. In
addition, students also may be asked to provide interviews/conferences
with the student and/or student’s parent and/or former administrator or
teacher; review of a record of the student’s entire curriculum at the
nonpublic school; and review of the student’'s complete record of
academic achievement.

b. Where the school district determines that a course completed by a
student at a non-accredited, nonpublic school is commensurate with
school district graduation requirements, credit shall be awarded, but the
grade shall be “P” (pass).

C. In the event the content of a course taken at an non-accredited,
nonpublic school does not fully align with the content of the school
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district’'s high school graduation requirements but is comparable to
elective credits offered by the school district for graduation, the student
may be provided elective credit applied toward graduation
requirements.

d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which local
high school graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be
provided to the student.

e. Credit and grades earned from a non-accredited nonpublic school shall
not be used to compute honor roll and/or class rank.

C. A student must provide the school with a copy of the student’s grades in each
course taken for secondary credit under this policy, including interim or nonfinal
grades earned during the academic term.

V. POSTSECONDARY ENROLLMENT CREDIT

A. A student who satisfactorily completes a postsecondary enrollment options course or
program under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.09 that has been approved as meeting
the necessary requirements is not required to complete other requirements of the
academic standards corresponding to that specific rigorous course of study.

B. Secondary credits granted to a student through a postsecondary enrollment options
course or program must be counted toward the graduation requirements and subject
area requirements of the district.

1. Course credit will be considered by the school district only upon presentation of
a certified transcript from an eligible institution evidencing the course taken and
the grade and credit awarded.

2. Four semester postsecondary credits shall equal one full year of high school
credit. Fewer postsecondary credits may be prorated.

3. When a determination is made that the content of the postsecondary course
aligns directly with a required course for high school graduation, the
commensurate credit and grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as
a course credit applied toward graduation requirements.

4, In the event the content of the postsecondary course does not fully align with
the content of a high school course required for graduation but is comparable to
elective credits offered by the school district for graduation, the school district
may provide elective credit and the grade will be recorded on the student’s
transcript as an elective course credit applied toward graduation requirements.

5. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school
graduation credit would be provided, the school district will notify the
Commissioner, who shall determine the number of credits that shall be granted
to a student.

6. When secondary credit is granted for postsecondary credits taken by a student,
the school district will record those credits on the student’s transcript as credits
earned at a postsecondary institution.

C. A list of the courses or programs meeting the necessary requirements may be obtained

Adopted:

from the school district.
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D. By the earlier of (1) three weeks prior to the date by which a student must register for
district courses for the following school year, or (2) March 1 of each year, the school
district must provide up-to-date information on the district's website and in materials
that are distributed to parents and students about the program, including information
about enrollment requirements and the ability to earn postsecondary credit to all pupils

in grades 8, 9, 10, and 11.

CREDIT FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS

Consistent with the career and technical pathways program, a student in grade 11 or 12 who is
employed by an institutional long-term care or licensed assisted living facility, a home and
community-based services and supports provider, a hospital or health system clinic, or a child
care center may earn up to two elective credits each year toward graduation under Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.024, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (7), at the discretion of the
enrolling school district. A student may earn one elective credit for every 350 hours worked,
including hours worked during the summer. A student who is employed by an eligible employer
must submit an application, in the form or manner required by the school district, for elective
credit to the school district in order to receive elective credit. The school district must verify the
hours worked with the employer before awarding elective credit.

ADVANCED ACADEMIC CREDIT

A. The school district will grant academic credit to a student attending an accelerated or
advanced academic course offered by a higher education institution or a nonprofit public
agency, other than the school district.

B. Course credit will be considered only upon official documentation from the higher
education institution or nonprofit public agency that the student successfully completed
the course attended and passed an examination approved by the school district.

C. When a determination is made that the content of the advanced academic course aligns
directly with a required course for high school graduation, the commensurate credit and
grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as a course credit applied toward
graduation requirements.

D. In the event the content of the advanced academic course does not fully align with the
content of a high school course required for graduation but is comparable to elective
credits offered by the school district for graduation, the school district may provide
elective credit and the grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as an elective
course credit applied toward graduation requirements.

E. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school graduation
credit would be provided, the school district will notify the Commissioner and request a
determination of the number of credits that shall be granted to a student.

VIII. WEIGHTED GRADES

A. The school district does not offer weighted grades.

PROCESS FOR AWARDING CREDIT

A. The building principal will be responsible for carrying out the process to award credits
and grades pursuant to this policy. The building principal will notify students in writing

of the decision as to how credits and grades will be awarded.

B. A student or the student’s parent or guardian may seek reconsideration of the decision
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by the building principal as to credits and/or grades awarded upon request of a student
or the student’s parent or guardian if the request is made in writing to the
superintendent within five school days of the date of the building principal’s decision.
The request should set forth the credit and/or grade requested and the reason(s) why
credit(s)/grade(s) should be provided as requested. Any pertinent documentation in
support of the request should be submitted.

The decision of the superintendent as to the award of credits or grades shall be a final
decision by the school district and shall not be appealable by the student or student’s
parent or guardian except as set forth in Section IX.D. below.

If a student disputes the number of credits granted by the school district for a particular
postsecondary enrollment course, or advanced academic credit course, the student may
appeal the school district’s decision to the Commissioner. The decision of the
Commissioner shall be final.

At any time during the process, the building principal or superintendent may ask for
course descriptions, syllabi, or work samples from a course where content of the course
is in question for purposes of determining alignment with graduation requirements or
the number of credits to be granted. Students will not be provided credit until requested
documentation is available for review, if requested.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements

for Minnesota’s Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best
Workforce)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.14 (Advanced Academic Credit)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.445 (Nonpublic Education Council)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.03, Subd. 9 (Enrollment Options Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Postsecondary Enrollment Options Act)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.094 (Online Instruction Act)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English
Language Development)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)

Adopted:

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 624 (Online Instruction)
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I. PURPOSE

SERIES 700 STUDENTS

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY POLICY

The purpose of this policy is to provide safe transportation for students and to educate
students on safety issues and the responsibilities of school bus ridership.

II. PLAN FOR STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY TRAINING

A.

Adopted:

School Bus Safety Week

The school district may designate a school bus safety week. The National School Bus
Safety Week is the third week in October.

Student School Bus Safety Training

The school district shall provide students enrolled in grades kindergarten (K)
through 10 with age-appropriate school bus safety training of the following
concepts:

a. transportation by school bus is a privilege, not a right;

b. school district policies for student conduct and school bus safety;
C. appropriate conduct while on the bus;

d. the danger zones surrounding a school bus;

e. procedures for safely boarding and leaving a school bus;

f. procedures for safe vehicle lane crossing; and

g. school bus evacuation and other emergency procedures.

All students in grades K through 6 who are transported by school bus and are
enrolled during the first or second week of school must receive the school bus
safety training by the end of the third week of school. All students in grades
7 through 10 who are transported by school bus and are enrolled during the first
or second week of school must receive the school bus safety training or receive
bus safety instruction materials by the end of the sixth week of school, if they
have not previously received school bus training. Students in grades K through
10 who enroll in a school after the second week of school, are transported by
school bus, and have not received training in their previous school districts shall
undergo school bus safety training or receive bus safety instructional materials
within 4 weeks of their first day of attendance.

The school district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school
bus at public expense must provide students enrolled in grades K through 3
school bus safety training twice during the school year.

Students taking driver’s training instructional classes must receive training in
the laws and proper procedures for operating a motor vehicle in the vicinity
of a school bus as required by Minnesota Statutes, section 169.446, subdivision
2.
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5. The school district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school
bus at public expense must conduct a school bus evacuation drill at least once
during the school year.

6. The school district will make reasonable accommodations in training for
students known to speak English as a second language and students with
disabilities.

7. The school district may provide kindergarten students with school bus safety
training before the first day of school.

8 The school district shall adopt and make available for public review a
curriculum for transportation safety education.

9. Nonpublic school students transported by the school district will receive school

Adopted:

bus safety training by their nonpublic school. The nonpublic schools may use the
school district’s school transportation safety education curriculum. Upon request
by the school district superintendent, the nonpublic school must certify to the
school district’s school transportation safety director that all students enrolled in
grades K through 10 have received the appropriate training.

Active Transportation Safety Training

1.

2.

Training required

a. The school district must provide public school pupils enrolled in
kindergarten through grade 3 with age-appropriate active transportation
safety training. At a minimum, the training must include pedestrian safety,
including crossing roads.

b. The school district must provide pupils enrolled in grades 4 through 8 with
age-appropriate active transportation safety training. At a minimum, the
training must include:

(1) pedestrian safety, including crossing roads safely using the
searching left, right, left for vehicles in traffic technique; and

(2) bicycle safety, including relevant traffic laws, use and proper fit of
protective headgear, bicycle parts and safety features, and safe
biking techniques.

Deadlines.

a. Students under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), who are enrolled during the
first or second week of school and have not previously received active
transportation safety training specified in that paragraph must receive the
safety training by the end of the third week of school.

b. Students under subdivision 1, paragraph (b), who are enrolled during the
first or second week of school and have not previously received active
transportation safety training specified in that paragraph must receive the
safety training by the end of the sixth week of school.
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Students under subdivision 1, paragraph (a) or (b), who enroll in a school
after the second week of school and have not received the appropriate
active transportation safety training in their previous school district must
undergo the training or receive active transportation safety instructional
materials within four weeks of the first day of attendance.

The school district and a nonpublic school may provide kindergarten pupils
with active transportation safety training before the first day of school.

Instruction

The school district may provide active transportation safety training
through distance learning.

The district and a nonpublic school must make reasonable
accommodations for the active transportation safety training of pupils
known to speak English as a second language and pupils with disabilities.

III. CONDUCT ON SCHOOL BUSES AND CONSEQUENCES FOR MISBEHAVIOR

A.

Adopted:

Riding the school bus is a privilege, not a right. The school district’s general student
behavior rules are in effect for all students on school buses, including nonpublic and

charter school students.

Consequences for school bus/bus stop misconduct will be imposed by the school district

under adopted administrative discipline procedures. In addition, all school

bus/bus stop

misconduct will be reported to the school district’s transportation safety director. Serious

misconduct may be reported to local law enforcement.

1. School Bus and Bus Stop Rules. The school district school bus safety rules
are to be posted on every bus. If these rules are broken, the school district’s

discipline procedures are to be followed. In most circumstances,

consequences

are progressive and may include suspension of bus privileges. It is the school
bus driver’s responsibility to report unacceptable behavior to the school

district’s Transportation Office/School Office.

2. Rules at the Bus Stop

Get to your bus stop 5 minutes before your scheduled pick up time. The
school bus driver will not wait for late students.

Respect the property of others while waiting at your bus stop.
Keep your arms, legs, and belongings to yourself.
Use appropriate language.

Stay away from the street, road, or highway when waiting for the
bus.

Wait until the bus stops before approaching the bus.
After getting off the bus, move away from the bus.

If you must cross the street, always cross in front of the bus where the
driver can see you. Wait for the driver to signal to you before crossing
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the street.

i No fighting, harassment, intimidation, or horseplay.

j- No use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.
3. Rules on the Bus
a. Immediately follow the directions of the driver.
b. Sit in your seat facing forward.
C. Talk quietly and use appropriate language.
d. Keep all parts of your body inside the bus.
e. Keep your arms, legs, and belongings to yourself.
f. No fighting, harassment, intimidation, or horseplay.
g. Do not throw any object.
h. No eating, drinking, or use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.

i Do not bring any weapons or dangerous objects on the school bus.

j- Do not damage the bus.
4. Consequences

a. Consequences for school bus/bus stop misconduct will apply to all regular
and late routes. Decisions regarding a student’s ability to ride the bus
in connection with cocurricular and extracurricular events (for example,
field trips or competitions) will be in the sole discretion of the school
district. Parents or guardians will be notified of any suspension of bus
privileges.

(1) Elementary (K-6)

1st offense - warning

2nd offense - 3 school-day suspension from riding the bus

3rd offense - 5 school-day suspension from riding the bus

4th offense - 10 school-day suspension from riding the
bus/meeting with parent

Further offenses - individually considered. Students may be

suspended for longer periods of time, including the remainder of

the school year.

(2) Secondary (7-12)

1st offense - warning

2nd offense — 5 school-day suspension from riding the bus

3rd offense - 10 school-day suspension from riding the bus

4th offense - 20 school-day suspension from riding the
bus/meeting with parent

5th offense - suspended from riding the bus for the
remainder of the school year

Note: When any student goes 60 transportation days without a report, the
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student’s consequences may start over at the first offense.

(3) Other Discipline

Based on the severity of a student’s conduct, more serious
consequences may be imposed at any time. Depending on the
nature of the offense, consequences such as suspension or
expulsion from school also may result from school bus/bus stop
misconduct.

(4) Records

Records of school bus/bus stop misconduct will be forwarded to
the individual school building and will be retained in the same
manner as other student discipline records. Reports of student
misbehavior on a school bus or in a bus-loading or unloading
area that are reasonably believed to cause an immediate and
substantial danger to the student or surrounding persons or
property shall be provided by the school district to local law
enforcement and the Department of Public Safety in
accordance with state and federal law.

(5) Vandalism/Bus Damage

Students damaging school buses will be responsible for the
damages. Failure to pay such damages (or make arrangements
to pay) within 2 weeks may result in the loss of bus privileges
until damages are paid.

(6) Notice

School bus and bus stop rules and consequences for violations
of these rules will be reviewed with students annually and
copies of these rules will be made available to students. School
bus rules are to be posted on each school bus.

(7) Criminal Conduct

In cases involving criminal conduct (for example, assault,
weapons, drug possession, or vandalism), the appropriate
school district personnel and local law enforcement officials will
be informed.

Iv. PARENT AND GUARDIAN INVOLVEMENT

A. Parent and Guardian Notification

The school district school bus and bus stop rules will be provided to each family.
Parents and guardians are asked to review the rules with their children.

B. Parents/Guardians Responsibilities for Transportation Safety

Parents/Guardians are responsible to:

1. Become familiar with school district rules, policies, regulations, and the
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principles of school bus safety, and thoroughly review them with their
children;

2. Support safe riding and walking practices, and recognize that students are
responsible for their actions;

3. Communicate safety concerns to their school administrators;
4, Monitor bus stops, if possible;
5. Have their children to the bus stop 5 minutes before the bus arrives;
6. Have their children properly dressed for the weather; and
7. Have a plan in case the bus is late.
V. SCHOOL BUS DRIVER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A. School bus drivers shall have a valid Class A, B, or C Minnesota driver’s license with a
school bus endorsement. A person possessing a valid driver's license, without a
school bus endorsement, may drive a type III vehicle set forth in Sections VII.B. and
VII.C., below. Drivers with a valid Class D driver's license, without a school bus
endorsement, may operate a “type A-1" school bus as set forth in Section VII.D.,
below.

B. The school district shall conduct mandatory drug and alcohol testing of all school district
bus drivers and bus driver applicants in accordance with state and federal law and
school district policy.

C. A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus or type

Adopted:

ITI vehicle, who has a commercial driver’s license and who is convicted of a criminal
offense, a serious traffic violation, or of violating any other state or local law relating
to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking violation, in any type of motor
vehicle in a state or jurisdiction other than Minnesota, shall notify the Minnesota Division
of Driver and Vehicle Services (Division) of the conviction within 30 days of the
conviction. For purposes of this paragraph, a “serious traffic violation” means a
conviction of any of the following offenses:

1. excessive speeding, involving any single offense for any speed of 15 miles per
hour or more above the posted speed limit;

2. reckless driving;

3. improper or erratic traffic lane changes;

4. following the vehicle ahead too closely;

5. a violation of state or local law, relating to motor vehicle traffic control, arising

in connection with a fatal accident;

6. driving a commercial vehicle without obtaining a commercial driver’s license
or without having a commercial driver’s license in the driver's possession;

7. driving a commercial vehicle without the proper class of commercial driver’s
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license and/or endorsements for the specific vehicle group being operated or for
the passengers or type of cargo being transported;

8. a violation of a state or local law prohibiting texting while driving a commercial
vehicle; and
9. a violation of a state or local law prohibiting the use of a hand-held mobile

telephone while driving a commercial vehicle.

A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus or type
IIT vehicle, who has a commercial driver’s license and who is convicted of violating, in
any type of motor vehicle, a Minnesota state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic
control, other than a parking violation, shall notify the person’s employer of the
conviction within 30 days of conviction. The notification shall be in writing and shall
contain all the information set forth in Attachment A accompanying this policy.

A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus or type
ITI vehicle, who has a Minnesota commercial driver’s license suspended, revoked, or
cancelled by the state of Minnesota or any other state or jurisdiction and who loses
the right to operate a commercial vehicle for any period or who is disqualified from
operating a commercial motor vehicle for any period shall notify the person’s employer
of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, lost privilege, or disqualification. Such
notification shall be made before the end of the business day following the day the
employee received notice of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, lost privilege, or
disqualification. The notification shall be in writing and shall contain all the information
set forth in Attachment B accompanying this policy.

A person who operates a type III vehicle and who sustains a conviction as described in
Section VII.C.1.g. (i.e., driving while impaired offenses), VII.C.1.h. (i.e., felony,
controlled substance, criminal sexual conduct offenses, or offenses for surreptitious
observation, indecent exposure, use of minor in a sexual performance, or possession
of child pornography or display of pornography to a minor), or VII.C.1.i. (multiple
moving violations) while employed by the entity that owns, leases, or contracts for the
school bus, shall report the conviction to the person’s employer within 10 days of the
date of the conviction. The notification shall be in writing and shall contain all the
information set forth in Attachment C accompanying this policy.

VI. SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING

A.

Adopted:

Training

1. All new school bus drivers shall be provided with pre-service training,
including in-vehicle (actual driving) instruction, before transporting students
and shall meet the competency testing specified in the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety Model School Bus Driver Training Manual. All school bus drivers
shall receive in-service training annually. For purposes of this section,
“annually” means at least once every 380 days from the initial or previous
evaluation and at least once every 380 days from the initial or previous
license verification. The school district shall retain on file an annual individual
school bus driver “evaluation certification” form for each school district driver
as contained in the Model School Bus Driver Training Manual.

2. All bus drivers operating a type III vehicle will be provided with annual training
and certification as set forth in Section VII.C.1.b., below, by either the school
district or the entity from whom such services are contracted by the school
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district.
B. Evaluation

School bus drivers with a Class D license will be evaluated annually and all other bus
drivers will be assessed periodically for the following competencies:

1. Safely operate the type of school bus the driver will be driving;

2. Understand student behavior, including issues relating to students
with disabilities;

3. Ensure orderly conduct of students on the bus and handling incidents
of misconduct appropriately;

4. Know and understand relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school
bus safety policies;

5. Handle emergency situations; and
6. Safely load and unload students.
The evaluation must include completion of an individual “school bus driver evaluation

form” (road test evaluation) as contained in the Model School Bus Driver Training
Manual.

VII. OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURES

A.

Adopted:

General Operating Rules

1. School buses shall be operated in accordance with state traffic and school bus
safety laws and the procedures contained in the Minnesota Department of Public
Safety Model School Bus Driver Training Manual.

2. Only students assigned to the school bus by the school district shall be
transported. The number of students or other authorized passengers
transported in a school bus shall not be more than the legal capacity for the bus.
No person shall be allowed to stand when the bus is in motion.

3. The parent/guardian may designate, pursuant to school district policy, a day
care facility, respite care facility, the residence of a relative, or the residence
of a person chosen by the parent or guardian as the address of the student
for transportation purposes. The address must be in the attendance area of the
assigned school and meet all other eligibility requirements.

4, Bus drivers must minimize, to the extent practical, the idling of school bus
engines and exposure of children to diesel exhaust fumes.

5. To the extent practical, the school district will designate school bus
loading/unloading zones at a sufficient distance from school air-intake
systems to avoid diesel fumes from being drawn into the systems.

6. A bus driver may not operate a school bus while communicating over, or
otherwise operating, a cellular phone for personal reasons, whether hand-held
or hands free, when the vehicle is in motion or a part of traffic. For purposes
of this paragraph, “school bus” has the meaning given in Minnesota Statutes,
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section 169.011, subdivision 71. In addition, “school bus” also includes type III
vehicles when driven by employees or agents of the school district. “Cellular
phone” means a cellular, analog, wireless, or digital telephone capable of
sending or receiving telephone or text messages without an access line for
service.

Type III Vehicles

10.

Type III vehicles are restricted to passenger cars, station wagons, vans, and
buses having a maximum manufacturer’s rated seating capacity of 10 or fewer
people including the driver and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds
or less. A van or bus converted to a seating capacity of 10 or fewer and placed
in service on or after August 1, 1999, must have been originally manufactured
to comply with the passenger safety standards.

Type III vehicles must be painted a color other than national school bus yellow.

Type III vehicles shall be state inspected in accordance with legal
requirements.

Vehicles_model year 2007 or older must not be used as type III vehicles to
transport school children, except those vehicles that are manufactured to meet
the structural requirements of federal motor vehicle safety standard 222, Code
of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 571.

If a type III vehicle is school district owned, the school district hame will be
clearly marked on the side of the vehicle. The type III vehicle must not have the
words “school bus” in any location on the exterior of the vehicle orin any interior
location visible to a motorist.

A “type III vehicle” must not be outwardly equipped and identified as a type
A, B, C, or D bus.

Eight-lamp warning systems and stop arms must not be installed or used on
type III vehicles.

Type III vehicles must be equipped with mirrors as required by law.

Any type III vehicle may not stop traffic and may not load or unload before
making a complete stop and disengaging gears by shifting into neutral or
park. Any type III vehicle used to transport students must not load or unload
so that a student has to cross the road, except where not possible or
impractical, then the driver or assistant must escort a student across the road.
If the driver escorts the student across the road, then the motor must be
stopped, the ignition key removed, the brakes set, and the vehicle otherwise
rendered immobile.

Any type III vehicle used to transport students must carry emergency
equipment including:

a. Fire extinguisher. A minimum of one 10BC rated dry chemical type
fire extinguisher is required. The extinguisher must be mounted in a
bracket and must be located in the driver's compartment and be
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readily accessible to the driver and passengers. A pressure indicator is
required and must be easily read without removing the extinguisher
from its mounted position.

b. First aid kit and body fluids cleanup kit. A minimum of a 10-unit first
aid kit and a body fluids cleanup kit is required. They must be contained
in removable, moisture- and dust-proof containers mounted in an
accessible place within the driver’s compartment and must be marked
to indicate their identity and location.

C. Passenger cars and station wagons may carry a fire extinguisher, a first
aid kit, and warning triangles in the trunk or trunk area of the vehicle
if a label in the driver and front passenger area clearly indicates the
location of these items.

Students will not be regularly transported in private vehicles that are not state
inspected as type III vehicles. Only emergency, unscheduled transportation
may be conducted in vehicles with a seating capacity of 10 or fewer without
meeting the requirements for a type III vehicle. Also, parents may use a
private vehicle to transport their own children under a contract with the district.
The school district has no system of inspection for private vehicles.

All drivers of type III vehicles will be licensed drivers and will be familiar with
the use of required emergency equipment. The school district will not knowingly
allow a person to operate a type III vehicle if the person has been convicted of
an offense that disqualifies the person from operating a school bus.

Type III vehicles will be equipped with child passenger restraints, and child
passenger restraints will be utilized to the extent required by law.

Type III Vehicle Driven by Employees with a Driver’s License Without a School Bus

Endorsement

1.

The holder of a Class A, B, C, or D driver's license, without a school bus
endorsement, may operate a type III vehicle, described above, under the
following conditions:

a. The operator is an employee of the entity that owns, leases, or
contracts for the school bus, which may include the school district.

b. The operator’'s employer, which may include the school district, has
adopted and implemented a policy that provides for annual training
and certification of the operator in:

(1) safe operation of a type III vehicle;

(2) understanding student behavior, including issues relating to
students with disabilities;

(3) encouraging orderly conduct of students on the bus and
handling incidents of misconduct appropriately;

(4) knowing and understanding relevant laws, rules of the road,
and local school bus safety policies;
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(5) handling emergency situations;
(6) proper use of seat belts and child safety restraints;
(7) performance of pretrip vehicle inspections;
(8) safe loading and unloading of students, including, but not
limited to:
(a) utilizing a safe location for loading and unloading

students at the curb, on the nontraffic side of the
roadway, or at off-street loading areas, driveways,
yards, and other areas to enable the student to avoid
hazardous conditions;

(b) refraining from loading and unloading students in a
vehicular traffic lane, on the shoulder, in a designated
turn lane, or a lane adjacent to a designated turn
lane;

(c) avoiding a loading or unloading location that would
require a student to cross a road, or ensuring that the
driver or an aide personally escort the student across the
road if it is not reasonably feasible to avoid such a
location;

(d) placing the type III vehicle in “park” during loading and
unloading;

(e) escorting a student across the road under clause (c)
only after the motor is stopped, the ignition key is
removed, the brakes are set, and the vehicle is
otherwise rendered immobile; and

(9) compliance with paragraph V.F. concerning reporting convictions
to the employer within 10 days of the date of conviction.

A background check or background investigation of the operator has
been conducted that meets the requirements under Minnesota Statutes,
section 122A.18, subdivision 8, or Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.03
for school district employees; Minnesota Statutes, section 144.057 or
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 245C for day care employees; or Minnesota
Statutes, section 171.321, subdivision 3, for all other persons operating
a type III vehicle under this section.

Operators shall submit to a physical examination as required by
Minnesota Statutes, section 171.321, subdivision 2.

The operator's employer requires preemployment drug testing of
applicants for operator positions. Current operators must comply with
the employer's policy under Minnesota Statutes, section 181.951,
subdivisions 2, 4, and 5. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the
operator's employer may use a breathalyzer or similar device to fulfill
random alcohol testing requirements.
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The operator’s driver’s license is verified annually by the entity that

owns, leases, or contracts for the type III vehicle as required by
Minnesota Statutes section 171.321, subdivision 5.

A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under Minnesota Statutes,
609.02, of violating Minnesota Statutes, section 169A.25, 169A.26,
169A.27 (driving while impaired offenses), or 169A.31 (alcohol-related
school bus driver offenses), or whose driver's license is revoked
under Minnesota Statutes, sections 169A.50 to 169A.53 of the implied
consent law, or who is convicted of violating or whose driver’s license
is revoked under a similar statute or ordinance of another state, is
precluded from operating a type III vehicle for 5 years from the date
of conviction.

A person who has ever been convicted of a disqualifying offense as
defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 171.3215, subdivision1(c), (i.e.,
felony, controlled substance, criminal sexual conduct offenses, or
offenses for surreptitious observation, indecent exposure, use of minor
in a sexual performance, or possession of child pornography or display
of pornography to a minor) may not operate a type III vehicle.

A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under Minnesota Statutes,
section 609.02, of a moving offense in violation of Minnesota Statutes,
chapter 169 within 3 years of the first of 3 other moving offenses is
precluded from operating a type III vehicle for 1 year from the date of
the last conviction.

Students riding the type III vehicle must have training required under
Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.90, Subd. 2 (See Section II.B.,
above).

Documentation of meeting the requirements listed in this section must
be maintained under separate file at the business location for each type
ITI vehicle operator. The school district or any other entity that owns,
leases, or contracts for the type III vehicle operating under this section
is responsible for maintaining these files for inspection.

2. The Type III vehicle must bear a current certificate of inspection issued
under Minnesota Statutes, section 169.451.

3. An employee of the school district who is not employed for the sole purpose
of operating a type III vehicle may, in the discretion of the school district, be
exempt from paragraphs VII.C.1.d. (physical examination) and VII.C.1.e. (drug
testing), above.

D. Type A-I “Activity” Buses Driven by Employees with a Driver’s License Without a School

Bus Endorsement

1. The holder of a Class D driver’'s license, without a school bus endorsement,
may operate a type A-I school bus or a Multifunction School Activity Bus (MFSAB)
under the following conditions:

a.

Adopted:

The operator is an employee of the school district or an independent

contractor with whom the school district contracts for the school bus
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and is not solely hired to provide transportation services under this

paragraph.

b. The operator drives the school bus only from points of origin to points
of destination, not including home-to-school trips to pick up or drop off
students.

c. The operator is prohibited from using the 8-light system if the

vehicle is so equipped.

d. The operator has submitted to a background check and physical
examination as required by Minnesota Statutes, section 171.321,
subdivision 2.

e. The operator has a valid driver's license and has not sustained a
conviction of a disqualifying offense as set forth in Minnesota Statutes,
section 171.02, subdivisions 2a(h) - 2a(j).

f. The operator has been trained in the proper use of child safety
restraints as set forth in the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s “Guideline for the Safe Transportation of Pre- school
Age Children in School Buses,” if child safety restraints are used by
passengers, in addition to the training required in Section VI., above.

g. The bus has a gross vehicle weight rating of 14,500 pounds or less and
is designed to transport 15 or fewer passengers, including the driver.

2. The school district shall maintain annual certification of the requirements listed
in this section for each Class D license operator.

3. A school bus operated under this section must bear a current certificate of
inspection.

4. The word “School” on the front and rear of the bus must be covered by a sign
that reads “Activities” when the bus is being operated under authority of this
section.

VIII. SCHOOL DISTRICT EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

A.

Adopted:

If possible, school bus drivers or their supervisors shall call "911” or the local
emergency phone number in the event of a serious emergency.

School bus drivers shall meet the emergency training requirements contained in Unit
ITI “Crash & Emergency Preparedness” of the Minnesota Department of Public Safety
Model School Bus Driver Training Manual. This includes procedures in the event of a
crash (accident).

School bus drivers and bus assistants for special education students requiring special
transportation service because of their handicapping condition shall be trained in
basic first aid procedures, shall within one (1) month after the effective date of
assignment participate in a program of in-service training on the proper methods for
dealing with the specific needs and problems of students with disabilities, assist students
with disabilities on and off the bus when necessary for their safe ingress and egress
from the bus; and ensure that protective safety devices are in use and fastened properly.
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D. Emergency Health Information shall be maintained on the school bus for students

requiring special transportation service because of their handicapping condition. The
information shall state:

1. the student’s name and address;

2. the nature of the student’s disabilities;

3. emergency health care information; and

4. the names and telephone numbers of the student’s physician, parents, guardians,

or custodians, and some person other than the student’s parents or custodians
who can be contacted in case of an emergency.

SCHOOL DISTRICT VEHICLE MAINTENANCE STANDARDS

A. All school vehicles shall be maintained in safe operating conditions through a
systematic preventive maintenance and inspection program adopted or approved by
the school district.

B. All school vehicles shall be state inspected in accordance with legal requirements.

C. A copy of the current daily pre-trip inspection report must be carried in the bus. Daily
pre-trip inspections shall be maintained on file in accordance with the school district’s
record retention schedule. Prompt reports of defects to be immediately corrected will be
submitted.

D. Daily post-trip inspections shall be performed to check for any children or lost items
remaining on the bus and for vandalism.

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY DIRECTOR

The school board has designated an individual to serve as the school district’'s school
transportation safety director. The school transportation safety director shall have day-to- day
responsibility for student transportation safety, including transportation of nonpublic school
children when provided by the school district. The school transportation safety director will
assure that this policy is periodically reviewed to ensure that it conforms to law. The school
transportation safety director shall certify annually to the school board that each school bus
driver meets the school bus driver training competencies required Minnesota Statutes, section
171.321, subdivision 4. The transportation safety director also shall annually verify or ensure
that the private contractor utilized by the school has verified the validity of the driver’s license
of each employee who regularly transports students for the school district in a type A, B, C, or
D school bus, type III vehicle, or MFSAB with the National Driver Register or the Department
of Public Safety. Upon request of the school district superintendent or the superintendent of
the school district where nonpublic students are transported, the school transportation safety
director also shall certify to the superintendent that students have received school bus safety
training in accordance with state law. The name, address and telephone number of the school
transportation safety director are on file in the school district office. Any questions regarding
student transportation or this policy may be addressed to the school transportation safety
director.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMITTEE

The school board may establish a student transportation safety committee. The chair of the
student transportation safety committee is the school district’'s school transportation safety
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director. The school board shall appoint the other members of the student transportation safety
committee. Membership may include parents, school bus drivers, representatives of school
bus companies, local law enforcement officials, other school district staff, and representatives
from other units of local government.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 122A.18, Subd. 8 (Board to Issue Licenses)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.03 (Background Check)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 (Textbooks; Individual Instruction or Cooperative
Learning Material; Standard Tests)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts; Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.885 (Diesel School Buses; Operation of Engine; Parking)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.90 (School Bus Safety Training)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.91 (School District Bus Safety Responsibilities)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.935 (Active Transportation Safety Training)

Minn. Stat. § 144.057 (Background Studies on Licensees and Other
Personnel)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 169 (Traffic Regulations)

Minn. Stat. § 169.011, Subds. 15, 16, and 71 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 169.02 (Scope)

Minn. Stat. § 169.443 (Safety of School Children; Bus Driver’s Duties)
Minn. Stat. § 169.446, Subd. 2 (Safety of School Children; Training and
Education Rules)

Minn. Stat. § 169.451 (Inspecting School and Head Start Buses; Rules;
Misdemeanor)

Minn. Stat. § 169.454 (Type III Vehicle Standards)

Minn. Stat. § 169.4582 (Reportable Offense on School Buses) Minn.

Stat. §§ 169A.25-169A.27 (Driving While Impaired)

Minn. Stat. § 169A.31 (Alcohol-Related School Bus or Head Start Bus
Driving)

Minn. Stat. §§ 169A.50-169A.53 (Implied Consent Law)

Minn. Stat. § 171.02, Subds. 2, 2a, and 2b (Licenses; Types, Endorsements,
Restrictions)

Minn. Stat. § 171.168 (Notice of Violation by Commercial Driver)

Minn. Stat. § 171.169 (Notice of Commercial License Suspension)

Minn. Stat. § 171.321 (Qualifications of School Bus and Type III Vehicle Drivers)
Minn. Stat. § 171.3215, Subd. 1(c) (Canceling Bus Endorsement for Certain
Offenses)

Minn. Stat. § 181.951 (Authorized Drug and Alcohol Testing)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 245C (Human Services Background Studies)

Minn. Stat. § 609.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Rules Parts 7470.1000-7470.1700 (School Bus Inspection)

49 C.F.R. Part 383 (Commercial Driver’s License Standards; Requirements and
Penalties)

49 C.F.R. § 383.31 (Notification of Convictions for Driver Violations)

49 C.F.R. § 383.33 (Notification of Driver’s License Suspensions)

49 C.F.R. § 383.5 (Transportation Definitions)

49 C.F.R. § 383.51 (Disqualification of Drivers)

49 C.F.R. Part 571 (Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 416 (Drug and Alcohol Testing)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 707 (Transportation of Public Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 708 (Transportation of Nonpublic Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 710 (Extracurricular Transportation)
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721 UNIFORM GRANT GUIDANCE POLICY REGARDING FEDERAL REVENUE SOURCES

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure compliance with the requirements of the federal Uniform
Grant Guidance regulations by establishing uniform administrative requirements, cost principles,
and audit requirements for federal grant awards received by the school district.

II. DEFINITIONS

A.

Adopted:

Grants

1. "State-administered grants” are those grants that pass through a state agency
such as the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).

2. “Direct grants” are those grants that do not pass through another agency such
as MDE and are awarded directly by the federal awarding agency to the grantee
organization. These grants are usually discretionary grants that are awarded by
the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) or by another federal awarding agency.

“Non-federal entity” means a state, local government, Indian tribe, institution of higher
education, or nonprofit organization that carries out a federal award as a recipient or
subrecipient.

“Federal award” has the meaning, depending on the context, in either paragraph 1. or
2. of this definition:

1. a. The federal financial assistance that a non-federal entity receives
directly from a federal awarding agency or indirectly from a pass-
through entity, as described in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section
200.101 (Applicability); or

b. The cost-reimbursement contract under the federal Acquisition
Regulations that a non-federal entity receives directly from a federal
awarding agency or indirectly from a pass-through entity, as described
in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section 200.101 (Applicability).

2. The instrument setting forth the terms and conditions. The instrument is the
grant agreement, cooperative agreement, other agreement for assistance
covered in paragraph (b) of 2 Code of Federal Regulations section 200.40
(Federal Financial Assistance), or the cost-reimbursement contract awarded
under the federal Acquisition Regulations.

3. “Federal award” does not include other contracts that a federal agency uses to
buy goods or services from a contractor or a contract to operate federal-
government-owned, contractor-operated facilities.

“Contract” means a legal instrument by which a non-federal entity purchases property
or services needed to carry out the project or program under a federal award. The term,
as used in 2 Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, does not include a legal instrument,
even if the non-federal entity considers it a contract, when the substance of the
transaction meets the definition of a federal award or subaward.

Procurement Methods

1. “Procurement by micro-purchase” is the acquisition of supplies or services, the
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aggregate dollar amount of which does not exceed the micro-purchase threshold
(generally $10,000, except as otherwise discussed in 48 Code of Federal
Regulations Subpart 2.1 or as periodically adjusted for inflation).

2. “Procurement by small purchase procedures” are those relatively simple and
informal procurement methods for securing services, supplies, or other property
that do not cost more than $250,000 (periodically adjusted for inflation).

3. “Procurement by sealed bids (formal advertising)” is a publicly solicited and a
firm, fixed-price contract (lump sum or unit price) awarded to the responsible
bidder whose bid, conforming to all the material terms and conditions of the
invitation for bids, is the lowest in price.

4. “Procurement by competitive proposals” is normally conducted with more than
one source submitting an offer, and either a fixed-price or cost-reimbursement
type contract is awarded. Competitive proposals are generally used when
conditions are not appropriate for the use of sealed bids.

5. “Procurement by noncompetitive proposals” is procurement through solicitation
of a proposal from only one source.

“Equipment” means tangible personal property (including information technology
systems) having a useful life of more than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost which
exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the non-federal entity for
financial statement purposes, or $5,000.

“Compensation for personal services” includes all remuneration, paid currently or
accrued, for services of employees rendered during the period of performance under the
federal award, including, but not necessarily limited to, wages and salaries.
Compensation for personal services may also include fringe benefits which are
addressed in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section 200.431 (Compensation - Fringe
Benefits).

“Post-retirement health plans” refer to costs of health insurance or health services not
included in a pension plan covered by 2 Code of Federal Regulations section 200.431(g)
for retirees and their spouses, dependents, and survivors.

“Severance pay” is a payment in addition to regular salaries and wages by the non-
federal entities to workers whose employment is being terminated.

“Direct costs” are those costs that can be identified specifically with a particular final
cost objective, such as a federal award, or other internally or externally funded activity,
or that can be directly assigned to such activities relatively easily with a high degree of
accuracy.

“Relocation costs” are costs incident to the permanent change of duty assignment (for
an indefinite period or for a stated period not less than 12 months) of an existing
employee or upon recruitment of a new employee.

“Travel costs” are the expenses for transportation, lodging, subsistence, and related
items incurred by employees who are in travel status on official business of the school
district.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

Employee Conflict of Interest. No employee, officer, or agent may participate in the
selection, award, or administration of a contract supported by a federal award if he or
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she has a real or apparent conflict of interest. Such a conflict of interest would arise
when the employee, officer, or agent, any member of his or her immediate family, his
or her partner, or an organization which employs or is about to employ any of the parties
indicated herein, has a financial or other interest in or a tangible personal benefit from
a firm considered for a contract. The employees, officers, and agents of the school
district may neither solicit nor accept gratuities, favors, or anything of monetary value
from contractors or parties to subcontracts. However, the school district may set
standards for situations in which the financial interest is not substantial or the gift is an
unsolicited item of nominal value. The standards of conduct must provide for disciplinary
actions to be applied for violations of such standards by employees, officers, or agents
of the school district.

Organizational Conflicts of Interest. The school district is unable or appears to be unable
to be impartial in conducting a procurement action involving the related organization
because of relationships with a parent company, affiliate, or subsidiary organization.

Disclosing Conflicts of Interest. The school district must disclose in writing any potential
conflict of interest to MDE in accordance with applicable federal awarding agency policy.

IV. ACCEPTABLE METHODS OF PROCUREMENT

A.

Adopted:

General Procurement Standards. The school district must use its own documented
procurement procedures which reflect applicable state laws, provided that the
procurements conform to the applicable federal law and the standards identified in the
Uniform Grant Guidance.

The school district must maintain oversight to ensure that contractors perform in
accordance with the terms, conditions, and specifications of their contracts or purchase
orders.

The school district’s procedures must avoid acquisition of unnecessary or duplicative
items. Consideration should be given to consolidating or breaking out procurements to
obtain a more economical purchase. Where appropriate, an analysis will be made of
lease versus purchase alternatives and any other appropriate analysis to determine the
most economical approach.

The school district must award contracts only to responsible contractors possessing the
ability to perform successfully under the terms and conditions of a proposed
procurement. Consideration will be given to such matters as contractor integrity,
compliance with public policy, record of past performance, and financial and technical
resources.

The school district must maintain records sufficient to detail the history of procurement.
These records will include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following: rationale
for the method of procurement; selection of the contract type; contractor selection or
rejection; and the basis for the contract price.

The school district alone must be responsible, in accordance with good administrative
practice and sound business judgment, for the settlement of all contractual and
administrative issues arising out of procurements. These issues include, but are not
limited to, source evaluation, protests, disputes, and claims. These standards do not
relieve the school district of any contractual responsibilities under its contracts.

The school district must take all necessary affirmative steps to assure that minority
businesses, women’s business enterprises, and labor surplus area firms are used when
possible.
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Methods of Procurement. The school district must use one of the following methods of

procurement:

1.

Procurement by micro-purchases. To the extent practicable, the school district
must distribute micro-purchases equitably among qualified suppliers. Micro-
purchases may be awarded without soliciting competitive quotations if the
school district considers the price to be reasonable.

Procurement by small purchase procedures. If small purchase procedures are
used, price or rate quotations must be obtained from an adequate number of
qualified sources.

Procurement by sealed bids (formal advertising).

Procurement by competitive proposals. If this method is used, the following
requirements apply:

a. Requests for proposals must be publicized and identify all evaluation
factors and their relative importance. Any response to publicized
requests for proposals must be considered to the maximum extent

practical;

b. Proposals must be solicited from an adequate number of qualified
sources;

C. The school district must have a written method for conducting technical

evaluations of the proposals received and for selecting recipients;

d. Contracts must be awarded to the responsible firm whose proposal is
most advantageous to the program, with price and other factors
considered; and

e. The school district may use competitive proposal procedures for
qualifications-based procurement of architectural/engineering (A/E)
professional services whereby competitors’ qualifications are evaluated
and the most qualified competitor is selected, subject to negotiation of
fair and reasonable compensation. The method where price is not used
as a selection factor can only be used in procurement of A/E professional
services; it cannot be used to purchase other types of services, though
A/E firms are a potential source to perform the proposed effort.

Procurement by noncompetitive proposals. Procurement by noncompetitive
proposals may be used only when one or more of the following circumstances

apply:
a. The item is available only from a single source;

b. The public exigency or emergency for the requirement will not permit a
delay resulting from competitive solicitation;

C. The DOE or MDE expressly authorizes noncompetitive proposals in
response to a written request from the school district; or

d. After solicitation of a number of sources, competition is determined
inadequate.

Competition. The school district must have written procedures for procurement
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transactions. These procedures must ensure that all solicitations:

1. Incorporate a clear and accurate description of the technical requirements for
the material, product, or service to be procured. Such description must not, in
competitive procurements, contain features which unduly restrict competition.
The description may include a statement of the qualitative nature of the
material, product, or service to be procured and, when necessary, must set forth
those minimum essential characteristics and standards to which it must conform
if it is to satisfy its intended use. Detailed product specifications should be
avoided if at all possible. When making a clear and accurate description of the
technical requirements is impractical or uneconomical, a “brand name or
equivalent” description may be used as a means to define the performance or
other salient requirements of procurement. The specific features of the named
brand which must be met by offers must be clearly stated; and

2. Identify all requirements which the offerors must fulfill and all other factors to
be used in evaluating bids or proposals.

The school district must ensure that all prequalified lists of persons, firms, or products
which are used in acquiring goods and services are current and include enough qualified
sources to ensure maximum open and free competition. Also, the school district must not
preclude potential bidders from qualifying during the solicitation period.

Non-federal entities are prohibited from contracting with or making subawards under
“covered transactions” to parties that are suspended or debarred or whose principals are
suspended or debarred. “Covered transactions” include procurement contracts for goods
and services awarded under a grant or cooperative agreement that are expected to equal
or exceed $25,000.

All nonprocurement transactions entered into by a recipient (i.e., subawards to
subrecipients), irrespective of award amount, are considered covered transactions,
unless they are exempt as provided in 2 Code of Federal Regulations section 180.215.

V. MANAGING EQUIPMENT AND SAFEGUARDING ASSETS

A.

Adopted:

Property Standards. The school district must, at a minimum, provide the equivalent
insurance coverage for real property and equipment acquired or improved with federal
funds as provided to property owned by the non-federal entity. Federally owned
property need not be insured unless required by the terms and conditions of the federal
award.

The school district must adhere to the requirements concerning real property,
equipment, supplies, and intangible property set forth in 2 Code of Federal Regulations
sections 200.311, 200.314, and 200.315.

Equipment

Management requirements. Procedures for managing equipment (including
replacement equipment), whether acquired in whole or in part under a federal award,
until disposition takes place will, at a minimum, meet the following requirements:

1. Property records must be maintained that include a description of the property;
a serial number or other identification number; the source of the funding for the
property (including the federal award identification number (FAIN)); who holds
title; the acquisition date; the cost of the property; the percentage of the federal
participation in the project costs for the federal award under which the property
was acquired; the location, use, and condition of the property; and any ultimate
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disposition data, including the date of disposition and sale price of the property.

2. A physical inventory of the property must be taken and the results reconciled
with the property records at least once every two years.

3. A control system must be developed to ensure adequate safeguards to prevent
loss, damage, or theft of the property. Any loss, damage, or theft must be
investigated.

4. Adequate maintenance procedures must be developed to keep property in good
condition.
5. If the school district is authorized or required to sell the property, proper sales

procedures must be established to ensure the highest possible return.

VI. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS

A.

Adopted:

Financial Management. The school district’s financial management systems, including
records documenting compliance with federal statues, regulations, and the terms and
conditions of the federal award, must be sufficient to permit the preparation of reports
required by general and program-specific terms and conditions; and the tracing of funds
to a level of expenditures adequate to establish that such funds have been used
according to the federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the
federal award.

Payment. The school district must be paid in advance, provided it maintains or
demonstrates the willingness to maintain both written procedures that minimize the
time elapsing between the transfer of funds and disbursement between the school
district and the financial management systems that meet the standards for fund control.

Advance payments to a school district must be limited to the minimum amounts needed
and timed to be in accordance with the actual, immediate cash requirements of the
school district in carrying out the purpose of the approved program or project. The
timing and amount of advance payments must be as close as is administratively feasible
to the actual disbursements by the non-federal entity for direct program or project costs
and the proportionate share of any allowable indirect costs. The school district must
make timely payment to contractors in accordance with the contract provisions.

Internal Controls. The school district must establish and maintain effective internal
control over the federal award that provides reasonable assurance that the school
district is managing the federal award in compliance with federal statutes, regulations,
and the terms and conditions of the federal award. These internal controls should be in
compliance with guidance in “Standards for Internal Control in the Federal Government,”
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, or the “Internal Control
Integrated Framework,” issued by the Committee of Sponsoring Organizations of the
Treadway Commission (COSO).

The school district must comply with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and
conditions of the federal award.

The school district must also evaluate and monitor the school district’s compliance with
statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of the federal award.

The school district must also take prompt action when instances of noncompliance are
identified, including noncompliance identified in audit findings.
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The school district must take reasonable measures to safeguard protected personally
identifiable information considered sensitive consistent with applicable federal and state
laws regarding privacy and obligations of confidentiality.

VII. ALLOWABLE USE OF FUNDS AND COST PRINCIPLES

A.

Adopted:

Allowable Use of Funds. The school district administration and board will enforce

appropriate procedures and penalties for program, compliance, and accounting staff
responsible for the allocation of federal grant costs based on their allowability and their
conformity with federal cost principles to determine the allowability of costs.

Definitions

1.

“Allowable cost” means a cost that complies with all legal requirements that
apply to a particular federal education program, including statutes, regulations,
guidance, applications, and approved grant awards.

“Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR)” means a
compilation of regulations that apply to federal education programs. These
regulations contain important rules governing the administration of federal
education programs and include rules affecting the allowable use of federal
funds (including rules regarding allowable costs, the period of availability of
federal awards, documentation requirements, and grants management
requirements). EDGAR can be accessed at:
http://www?2.ed.gov/policy/fund/reg/edgarReg/edgar.html.

“Omni Circular” or “2 Code of Federal Regulations Part 200s” or “Uniform
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for
Federal Awards” means federal cost principles that provide standards for
determining whether costs may be charged to federal grants.

“Advance payment” means a payment that a federal awarding agency or
passthrough entity makes by any appropriate payment mechanism, including a
predetermined payment schedule, before the non-federal entity disburses the
funds for program purposes.

Allowable Costs. The following items are costs that may be allowable under the 2 Code
of Federal Regulations Part 200s under specific conditions:

1.

2.

Advisory councils;

Audit costs and related services;

Bonding costs;

Communication costs;

Compensation for personal services;
Depreciation and use allowances;

Employee morale, health, and welfare costs;
Equipment and other capital expenditures;

Gains and losses on disposition of depreciable property and other capital assets
and substantial relocation of federal programs;
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10. Insurance and indemnification;

11. Maintenance, operations, and repairs;

12. Materials and supplies costs;

13. Meetings and conferences;

14. Memberships, subscriptions, and professional activity costs;

15. Security costs;

16. Professional service costs;

17. Proposal costs;

18. Publication and printing costs;

19. Rearrangement and alteration costs;

20. Rental costs of building and equipment;

21. Training costs; and

22. Travel costs.

Adopted:

Costs Forbidden by Federal Law. 2 Code of Federal Regulations Part 200s and EDGAR

identify certain costs that may never be paid with federal funds. The following list
provides examples of such costs. If a cost is on this list, it may not be supported with
federal funds. The fact that a cost is not on this list does not mean it is necessarily
permissible. Other important restrictions apply to federal funds, such as those items
detailed in the 2 Code of Federal Regulations Part 200s; thus, the following list is not

exhaustive:

1. Advertising and public relations costs (with limited exceptions), including
promotional items and memorabilia, models, gifts, and souvenirs;

2. Alcoholic beverages;

3. Bad debts;

4, Contingency provisions (with limited exceptions);

5. Fundraising and investment management costs (with limited exceptions);

6. Donations;

7. Contributions;

8. Entertainment (amusement, diversion, and social activities and any associated
costs);

9. Fines and penalties;

10. General government expenses (with limited exceptions pertaining to Indian

tribal governments and Councils of Government (COGSs));
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11. Goods or services for personal use;
12. Interest, except interest specifically stated in 2 Code of Federal Regulations
section 200.441 as allowable;
13. Religious use;
14. The acquisition of real property (unless specifically permitted by programmatic
statute or regulations, which is very rare in federal education programs);
15. Construction (unless specifically permitted by programmatic statute or
regulations, which is very rare in federal education programs); and
16. Tuition charged or fees collected from students applied toward meeting

Adopted:

matching, cost sharing, or maintenance of effort requirements of a program.

Program Allowability

1.

Any cost paid with federal education funds must be permissible under the federal
program that would support the cost.

Many federal education programs detail specific required and/or allowable uses
of funds for that program. Issues such as eligibility, program beneficiaries, caps
or restrictions on certain types of program expenses, other program expenses,
and other program specific requirements must be considered when performing
the programmatic analysis.

The two largest federal K-12 programs, Title I, Part A, and the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), do not contain a use of funds section
delineating the allowable uses of funds under those programs. In those cases,
costs must be consistent with the purposes of the program in order to be
allowable.

Federal Cost Principles

1.

The Omni Circular defines the parameters for the permissible uses of federal
funds. While many requirements are contained in the Omni Circular, it includes
five core principles that serve as an important guide for effective grant
management. These core principles require all costs to be:

a. Necessary for the proper and efficient performance or administration of
the program.

b. Reasonable. An outside observer should clearly understand why a
decision to spend money on a specific cost made sense in light of the
cost, needs, and requirements of the program.

C. Allocable to the federal program that paid for the cost. A program must
benefit in proportion to the amount charged to the federal program -
for example, if a teacher is paid 50% with Title I funds, the teacher must
work with the Title I program/students at least 50% of the time.
Recipients also need to be able to track items or services purchased with
federal funds so they can prove they were used for federal program
purposes.

d. Authorized under state and local rules. All actions carried out with
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federal funds must be authorized and not prohibited by state and local
laws and policies.

e. Adequately documented. A recipient must maintain proper
documentation so as to provide evidence to monitors, auditors, or other
oversight entities of how the funds were spent over the lifecycle of the
grant.

G. Program Specific Fiscal Rules. The Omni Circular also contains specific rules on selected
items of costs. Costs must comply with these rules in order to be paid with federal
funds.

1. All federal education programs have certain program specific fiscal rules that
apply. Determining which rules apply depends on the program; however, rules
such as supplement, not supplant, maintenance of effort, comparability, caps
on certain uses of funds, etc., have an important impact when analyzing whether
a particular cost is permissible.

2. Many state-administered programs require local education agencies (LEAs) to
use federal program funds to supplement the amount of state, local, and, in
some cases, other federal funds they spend on education costs and not to
supplant (or replace) those funds. Generally, the “supplement, not supplant”
provision means that federal funds must be used to supplement the level of
funds from non-federal sources by providing additional services, staff,
programs, or materials. In other words, federal funds normally cannot be used
to pay for things that would otherwise be paid for with state or local funds (and,
in some cases, with other federal funds).

3. Auditors generally presume supplanting has occurred in three situations:

a. School district uses federal funds to provide services that the school
district is required to make available under other federal, state, or local
laws.

b. School district uses federal funds to provide services that the school
district provided with state or local funds in the prior year.

C. School district uses Title I, Part A, or Migrant Education Program funds
to provide the same services to Title I or Migrant students that the school
district provides with state or local funds to nonparticipating students.

4. These presumptions apply differently in different federal programs and also in
schoolwide program schools. Staff should be familiar with the supplement not
supplant provisions applicable to their program.

H. Approved Plans, Budgets, and Special Conditions

1. As required by the Omni Circular, all costs must be consistent with approved
program plans and budgets.

2. Costs must also be consistent with all terms and conditions of federal awards,
including any special conditions imposed on the school district’s grants.

I. Training

1. The school district will provide training on the allowable use of federal funds to
all staff involved in federal programs.
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The school district will promote coordination between all staff involved in federal
programs through activities, such as routine staff meetings and training
sessions.

Employee Sanctions. Any school district employee who violates this policy will be

subject to discipline, as appropriate, up to and including the termination of employment.

VIII. COMPENSATION - PERSONAL SERVICES EXPENSES AND REPORTING

A.

Adopted:

Compensation — Personal Services

Costs of compensation are allowable to the extent that they satisfy the specific
requirements of the Uniform Grant Guidance and that the total compensation for
individual employees:

1.

Is reasonable for the services rendered and conforms to the established written
policy of the school district consistently applied to both federal and non-federal
activities; and

Follows an appointment made in accordance with a school district's written
policies and meets the requirements of federal statute, where applicable.

Unless an arrangement is specifically authorized by a federal awarding agency, a school
district must follow its written non-federal, entity-wide policies and practices concerning
the permissible extent of professional services that can be provided outside the school
district for non-organizational compensation.

Compensation - Fringe Benefits

1.

During leave.

The costs of fringe benefits in the form of regular compensation paid to
employees during periods of authorized absences from the job, such as for
annual leave, family-related leave, sick leave, holidays, court leave, military
leave, administrative leave, and other similar benefits, are allowable if all of the
following criteria are met:

a. They are provided under established written leave policies;

b. The costs are equitably allocated to all related activities, including
federal awards; and

C. The accounting basis (cash or accrual) selected for costing each type of
leave is consistently followed by the school district.

The costs of fringe benefits in the form of employer contributions or expenses
for social security; employee life, health, unemployment, and worker’'s
compensation insurance (except as indicated in 2 Code of Federal Regulations
section 200.447(d)); pension plan costs; and other similar benefits are
allowable, provided such benefits are granted under established written policies.
Such benefits must be allocated to federal awards and all other activities in a
manner consistent with the pattern of benefits attributable to the individuals or
group(s) of employees whose salaries and wages are chargeable to such federal
awards and other activities and charged as direct or indirect costs in accordance
with the school district’s accounting practices.
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3. Actual claims paid to or on behalf of employees or former employees for workers’
compensation, unemployment compensation, severance pay, and similar
employee benefits (e.g., post-retirement health benefits) are allowable in the
year of payment provided that the school district follows a consistent costing

policy.

4. Pension plan costs may be computed using a pay-as-you-go method or an
acceptable actuarial cost method in accordance with the written policies of the
school district.

5. Post-retirement costs may be computed using a pay-as-you-go method or an
acceptable actuarial cost method in accordance with established written policies
of the school district.

6. Costs of severance pay are allowable only to the extent that, in each case,
severance pay is required by law; employer-employee agreement; established
policy that constitutes, in effect, an implied agreement on the school district’s
part; or circumstances of the particular employment.

Insurance and Indemnification. Types and extent and cost of coverage are in
accordance with the school district’s policy and sound business practice.

Recruiting Costs. Short-term, travel visa costs (as opposed to longer-term, immigration
visas) may be directly charged to a federal award, so long as they are:

1. Critical and necessary for the conduct of the project;

2. Allowable under the cost principles set forth in the Uniform Grant Guidance;

3. Consistent with the school district’s cost accounting practices and school district
policy; and

4, Meeting the definition of “direct cost” in the applicable cost principles of the

Uniform Grant Guidance.

Relocation Costs of Employees. Relocation costs are allowable, subject to the limitations
described below, provided that reimbursement to the employee is in accordance with
the school district’s reimbursement policy.

Travel Costs. Travel costs may be charged on an actual cost basis, on a per diem or
mileage basis in lieu of actual costs incurred, or on a combination of the two, provided
the method used is applied to an entire trip and not to selected days of the trip, and
results in charges consistent with those normally allowed in like circumstances in the
school district’s non-federally funded activities and in accordance with the school
district’s reimbursement policies.

Costs incurred by employees and officers for travel, including costs of lodging, other
subsistence, and incidental expenses, must be considered reasonable and otherwise
allowable only to the extent such costs do not exceed charges normally allowed by the
school district in its regular operations according to the school district’s written
reimbursement and/or travel policies.

In addition, when costs are charged directly to the federal award, documentation must
justify the following:

1. Participation of the individual is necessary to the federal award; and
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2. The costs are reasonable and consistent with the school district’s established

travel policy.

Temporary dependent care costs above and beyond regular dependent care that directly
results from travel to conferences is allowable provided the costs are:

1.

2.

3.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Adopted:

A direct result of the individual’s travel for the federal award;

Consistent with the school district’'s documented travel policy for all school
district travel; and

Only temporary during the travel period.

2 C.F.R. § 200.1 (Definitions: Capital Assets)

2 C.F.R. § 200.112 (Conflict of Interest)

2 C.F.R. § 200.113 (Mandatory Disclosures)

2 C.F.R. § 200.205(d) (Federal Awarding Agency Review of Risk Posed
by Applicants)

2 C.F.R. § 200.214 (Suspension and Debarment)

2 C.F.R. § 200.300(b) (Statutory and National Policy Requirements)
2 C.F.R. § 200.302 (Financial Management)

2 C.F.R. § 200.303 (Internal Controls)

2 C.F.R. § 200.305(b)(1) (Federal Payment)

2 C.F.R. § 200.310 (Insurance Coverage)

2 C.F.R. § 200.311 (Federally-owned and Exempt Property)

2 C.F.R. § 200.313(d) (Equipment)

2 C.F.R. § 200.314 (Supplies)

2 C.F.R. § 200.315 (Intangible Property)

2 C.F.R. § 200.318 (General Procurement Standards)

2 C.F.R. § 200.319(c) (Competition)

2 C.F.R. § 200.320 (Methods of Procurement to be Followed)

2 C.F.R. § 200.321 (Contracting with Small and Minority Businesses,
Women’s Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus Area Firms)

2 C.F.R. § 200.328 (Financial Reporting)

2 C.F.R. § 200.339 ()

2 C.F.R. § 200.403(c) (Factors Affecting Allowability of Costs)

2 C.F.R. § 200.430 (Compensation - Personal Services)

2 C.F.R. § 200.431 (Compensation - Fringe Benefits)

2 C.F.R. § 200.447 (Insurance and Indemnification)

2 C.F.R. § 200.463 (Recruiting Costs)

2 C.F.R. § 200.464 (Relocation Costs of Employees)

2 C.F.R. § 200.474 (Transportation Costs)

2 C.F.R. § 200.475 (Travel Costs)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 208 (Development, Adoption, and
Implementation of Policies)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 210 (Conflict of Interest - School Board
Members)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 210.1 (Conflict of Interest - Charter School
Board Members)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 412 (Expense Reimbursement)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 701 (Establishment and Adoption of School
District Budget)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 701.1 (Modification of School District Budget)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 702 (Accounting)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 703 (Annual Audit)
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806 CRISIS MANAGEMENT POLICY
I PURPOSE

The purpose of this Model Crisis Management Policy is to act as a guide for school district and
building administrators, school employees, students, school board members, and community
members to address a wide range of potential crisis situations in the school district. The step-
by-step procedures suggested by this Policy will provide guidance to each school building in
drafting crisis management plans to coordinate protective actions prior to, during, and after
any type of emergency or potential crisis situation. Each school district should develop tailored
building-specific crisis management plans for each school building in the school district, and
sections or procedures may be added or deleted in those crisis management plans based on
building needs.

The school district will, to the extent possible, engage in ongoing emergency planning within
the school district and with emergency responders and other relevant community
organizations. The school district will ensure that relevant emergency responders in the
community have access to their building-specific crisis management plans and will provide
training to school district staff to enable them to act appropriately in the event of a crisis.

II. GENERAL INFORMATION

A. The Policy and Plans

The school district’s Crisis Management Policy has been created in consultation with
local community response agencies and other appropriate individuals and groups that
would likely be involved in the event of a school emergency. It is designed so that
each building administrator can tailor a building-specific crisis management plan to
meet that building’s specific situation and needs.

The school district’s administration and/or the administration of each building shall
present tailored building-specific crisis management plans to the school board for
review and approval. The building-specific crisis management plans will include
general crisis procedures and crisis-specific procedures. Upon approval by the school
board, such crisis management plans shall be an addendum to this Crisis Management
Policy. This Policy and the plans will be maintained and updated on an annual basis.

B. Elements of the District Crisis Management Policy

1. General Crisis Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes general
crisis procedures for securing buildings, classroom evacuation, building
evacuation, campus evacuation, and sheltering. The Policy designates the
individual(s) who will determine when these actions will be taken. These
district-wide procedures may be modified by building administrators when
creating their building-specific crisis management plans. A communication
system will be in place to enable the designated individual to be contacted at
all times in the event of a potential crisis, setting forth the method to contact
the designated individual, the provision of at least two designees when the
contact person is unavailable, and the method to convey contact information
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to the appropriate staff persons. The alternative designees may include
members of the emergency first responder response team. A secondary
method of communication should be included in the plan for use when the
primary method of communication is inoperable. Each building in the school
district will have access to a copy of the Comprehensive School Safety Guide
(2011 Edition) to assist in the development of building-specific crisis
management plans.

All general crisis procedures will address specific procedures for the safe
evacuation of children and employees with special needs such as physical,
sensory, motor, developmental, and mental health challenges.

a. Lock-Down Procedures. Lock-down procedures will be used in
situations where harm may result to persons inside the school
building, such as a shooting, hostage incident, intruder, trespass,
disturbance, or when determined to be necessary by the building
administrator or his or her designee. The building administrator or
designee will announce the lock-down over the public address system
or other designated system. Code words will not be used. Provisions
for emergency evacuation will be maintained even in the event of a
lock-down. Each building administrator will submit lock-down
procedures for their building as part of the building-specific crisis
management plan.

b. Evacuation Procedures. Evacuations of classrooms and buildings-shall
be implemented at the discretion of the building administrator or his or
her designee. Each building’s crisis management plan will include
procedures for transporting students and staff a safe distance from
harm to a designated safe area until released by the building
administrator or designee. Safe areas may change based upon the
specific emergency situation. The evacuation procedures should
include specific procedures for children with special needs, including
children with limited mobility (wheelchairs, braces, crutches, etc.),
visual impairments, hearing impairments, and other sensory,
developmental, or mental health needs. The evacuation procedures
should also address transporting necessary medications for students
that take medications during the school day.

C. Sheltering Procedures. Sheltering provides refuge for students, staff,
and visitors within the school building during an emergency. Shelters
are safe areas that maximize the safety of inhabitants. Safe areas
may change based upon the specific emergency. The building
administrator or his or her designee will announce the need for
sheltering over the public address system or other designated system.
Each building administrator will submit sheltering procedures for his or
her building as part of the building-specific crisis management plan.

Crisis-Specific Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes crisis-
specific procedures for crisis situations that may occur during the school day or
at school-sponsored events and functions. These district-wide procedures are
designed to enable building administrators to tailor response procedures when
creating building-specific crisis management plans.
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School Emergency Response Teams

a. Composition. The building administrator in each school building will
select a school emergency response team that will be trained to
respond to emergency situations. All school emergency response team
members will receive on-going training to carry out the building’s crisis
management plans and will have knowledge of procedures, evacuation
routes, and safe areas. For purposes of student safety and
accountability, to the extent possible, school emergency response
team members will not have direct responsibility for the supervision of
students. Team members must be willing to be actively involved in the
resolution of crises and be available to assist in any crisis situation as
deemed necessary by the building administrator. Each building will
maintain a current list of school emergency response team members
which will be updated annually. The building administrator, and his or
her alternative designees, will know the location of that list in the
event of a school emergency. A copy of the list will be kept on file in
the school district office, or in a secondary location in single building
school districts.

b. Leaders. The building administrator or his or her designee will serve
as the leader of the school emergency response team and will be the
primary contact for emergency response officials. In the event the
primary designee is unavailable, the designee list should include more
than one alternative designee and may include members of the
emergency response team. When emergency response officials are
present, they may elect to take command and control of the crisis. It
is critical in this situation that school officials assume a resource role
and be available as necessary to emergency response officials.

III. PREPARATION BEFORE AN EMERGENCY

A.

Adopted:

Communication

District Employees. Teachers generally have the most direct contact with
students on a day-to-day basis. As a result, they must be aware of their role
in responding to crisis situations. This also applies to non-teaching school
personnel who have direct contact with students. All staff shall be aware of
the school district’s Crisis Management Policy and their own building’s crisis
management plan. Each school’s building-specific crisis management plan
shall include the method and dates of dissemination of the plan to its staff.
Employees will receive a copy of the relevant building-specific crisis
management plans and shall receive periodic training on plan implementation.

Students and Parents. Students and parents shall be made aware of the
school district’'s Crisis Management Policy and relevant tailored crisis
management plans for each school building. Each school district’s building-
specific crisis management plan shall set forth how students and parents are
made aware of the district and school-specific plans. Students shall receive
specific instruction on plan implementation and shall participate in a required
number of drills and practice sessions throughout the school year.
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Planning and Preparing for Fire

1. Designate a safe area at least 50 feet away from the building to enable
students and staff to evacuate. The safe area should not interfere with
emergency responders or responding vehicles and should not be in an area
where evacuated persons are exposed to any products of combustion.
(Depending on the wind direction, where the building on fire is located, the
direction from which the fire is arriving, and the location of fire equipment, the
distance may need to be extended.)

2. Each building’s facility diagram and site plan shall be available in appropriate
areas of the building and shall identify the most direct evacuation routes to the
designated safe areas both inside and outside of the building. The facility
diagram and site plan must identify the location of the fire alarm control panel,
fire alarms, fire extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, and utility shut offs.

3. Teachers and staff will receive training on the location of the primary
emergency evacuation routes and alternate routes from various points in the
building. During fire drills, students and staff will practice evacuations using
primary evacuation routes and alternate routes.

4, Certain employees, such as those who work in hazardous areas in the building,
will receive training on the locations and proper use of fire extinguishers and
protective clothing and equipment.

5. Fire drills will be conducted periodically without warning at various times of the
day and under different circumstances, e.g., lunchtime, recess, and during
assemblies. State law requires a minimum of five fire drills each school year,
consistent with Minnesota Statutes section 299F.30. See Minnesota Statutes,
section 121A.035.

6. A record of fire drills conducted at the building will be maintained in the
building administrator’s office.

7. The school district will have prearranged sites for emergency sheltering and
transportation as needed.

8. The school district will determine which staff will remain in the building to
perform essential functions if safe to do so (e.g., switchboard, building
engineer, etc.). The school district also will designate an administrator or his
or her designee to meet local fire or law enforcement agents upon their
arrival.

Facility Diagrams and Site Plans

All school buildings will have a facility diagram and site plan that includes the location
of primary and secondary evacuation routes, exits, designated safe areas inside and
outside of the building, and the location of fire alarm control panel, fire alarms, fire
extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, and utility shut offs. All facility diagrams and site
plans will be updated regularly and whenever a major change is made to a building.
Facility diagrams and site plans will be maintained by the building administrator and
will be easily accessible and on file in the school district office. Facility diagrams and
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site plans will be provided to first responders, such as fire and law enforcement
personnel.

Emergency Telephone Numbers

Each building will maintain a current list of emergency telephone numbers and the
names and addresses of local, county, and state personnel who may be involved in a
crisis situation. The list will include telephone numbers for local police, fire,
ambulance, hospital, the Poison Control Center, county and state emergency
management agencies, local public works departments, local utility companies, the
public health nurse, mental health/suicide hotlines, and the county welfare agency. A
copy of this list will be kept on file in the school district office, or at a secondary
location for single building school districts and will be updated annually.

School district employees will receive training on how to make emergency contacts,
including 911 calls, when the school district’'s main telephone number and location is
electronically conveyed to emergency personnel instead of the specific building in need
of emergency services.

School district plans will set forth a process to internally communicate an emergency,
using telephones in classrooms, intercom systems, or two-way radios, as well as the
procedure to enable the staff to rapidly convey emergency information to a building
designee. Each plan will identify a primary and secondary method of communication
for both internal and secondary use. It is recommended that the plan include several
methods of communication because computers, intercoms, telephones, and cell
phones may not be operational or may be dangerous to use during an emergency.

Warning and Notification Systems

The school district shall maintain a warning system designed to inform students, staff,
and visitors of a crisis or emergency. This system shall be maintained on a regular
basis under the maintenance plan for all school buildings. The school district should
consider an alternate notification system to address the needs of staff and students
with special needs, such as vision or hearing.

The building administrator shall be responsible for informing students and employees
of the warning system and the means by which the system is used to identify a
specific crisis or emergency situation. Each school’s building-specific crisis
management plan will include the method and frequency of dissemination of the
warning system information to students and employees.

Early School Closure Procedures

The superintendent will make decisions about closing school or buildings as early in
the day as possible. The early school closure procedures will set forth the criteria for
early school closure (e.g., weather-related, utility failure, or a crisis situation), will
specify how closure decisions will be communicated to staff, students, families, and
the school community (designated broadcast media, local authorities, e-mail, or
district or school building web sites), and will discuss the factors to be considered in
closing and reopening a school or building.

Early school closure procedures also will include a reminder to parents and guardians
to listen to designated local radio and TV stations for school closing announcements,
where possible.

Media Procedures

The superintendent has the authority and discretion to notify parents or guardians and
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the school community in the event of a crisis or early school closure. The
superintendent will designate a spokesperson who will notify the media in the event of
a crisis or early school closure. The spokesperson shall receive training to ensure that
the district is in strict compliance with federal and state law relative to the release of
private data when conveying information to the media.

Behavioral Health Crisis Intervention Procedures

Short-term behavioral health crisis intervention procedures will set forth the procedure
for initiating behavioral health crisis intervention plans. The procedures will utilize
available resources including the school psychologist, counselor, community behavioral
health crisis intervention, or others in the community. Counseling procedures will be
used whenever the superintendent or the building administrator determines it to be
necessary, such as after an assault, a hostage situation, shooting, or suicide. The
behavioral health crisis intervention procedures shall include the following steps:

1. Administrator will meet with relevant persons, including school psychologists
and counselors, to determine the level of intervention needed for students and
staff.

2. Designate specific rooms as private counseling areas.

3. Escort siblings and close friends of any victims as well as others in need of

emotional support to the counseling areas.

4, Prohibit media from interviewing or questioning students or staff.
5. Provide follow-up services to students and staff who receive counseling.
6. Resume normal school routines as soon as possible.

Long-Term Recovery Intervention Procedures

Long-term recovery intervention procedures may involve both short-term and long-
term recovery planning:

1. Physical/structural recovery.
2. Fiscal recovery.

3. Academic recovery.

4. Social/emotional recovery.

IV. ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILL

A.

Adopted:

Definitions

1. "Active shooter drill' means an emergency preparedness drill designed to
teach students, teachers, school personnel, and staff how to respond in the
event of an armed intruder on campus or an armed assailant in the immediate
vicinity of the school. An active shooter drill is not an active shooter
simulation, nor may an active shooter drill include any sensorial components,
activities, or elements which mimic a real life shooting.

2. "Active shooter simulation" means an emergency exercise including full-scale
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or functional exercises, designed to teach adult school personnel and staff how
to respond in the event of an armed intruder on campus or an armed assailant
in the immediate vicinity of the school which also incorporates sensorial
components, activities, or elements mimicking a real life shooting. Activities or
elements mimicking a real life shooting include, but are not limited to,
simulation of tactical response by law enforcement. An active shooter
simulation is not an active shooter drill.

3. "Evidence-based" means a program or practice that demonstrates any of the
following:
a. a statistically significant effect on relevant outcomes based on any of

the following:

i strong evidence from one or more well designed and well
implemented experimental studies;

ii. moderate evidence from one or more well designed and well
implemented quasi-experimental studies; or

iii. promising evidence from one or more well designed and well
implemented correlational studies with statistical controls for
selection bias; or

b. a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive
evaluations that the program or practice is likely to improve relevant
outcomes, including the ongoing efforts to examine the effects of the
program or practice.

4. "Full-scale exercise" means an operations-based exercise that is typically the
most complex and resource-intensive of the exercise types and often involves
multiple agencies, jurisdictions, organizations, and real-time movement of
resources.

5. "Functional exercises" means an operations-based exercise designed to assess
and evaluate capabilities and functions while in a realistic, real-time
environment, however, movement of resources is usually simulated.

B. Criteria

An active shooter drill conducted according to Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.037
with students in early childhood through grade 12 must be:

1. accessible;

2 developmentally appropriate and age appropriate, including using appropriate
safety language and vocabulary;

3. culturally aware;

4, trauma-informed; and
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5. inclusive of accommodations for students with mobility restrictions, sensory

needs, developmental or physical disabilities, mental health needs, and
auditory or visual limitations.

Student Mental Health and Wellness

Active shooter drill protocols must include a reasonable amount of time immediately
following the drill for teachers to debrief with their students. The opportunity to debrief
must be provided to students before regular classroom activity may resume. During
the debrief period, students must be allowed to access any mental health services
available on campus, including counselors, school psychologists, social workers, or
cultural liaisons. An active shooter drill must not be combined or conducted
consecutively with any other type of emergency preparedness drill. An active shooter
drill must be accompanied by an announcement prior to commencing. The
announcement must use concise and age-appropriate language and, at a minimum,
inform students there is no immediate danger to life and safety.

Notice

1. The school district must provide notice of a pending active shooter drill to
every student's parent or legal guardian before an active shooter drill is
conducted. Whenever practicable, notice must be provided at least 24 hours in
advance of a pending active shooter drill and inform the parent or legal
guardian of the right to opt their student out of participating.

2. If a student is opted out of participating in an active shooter drill, no negative
consequence must impact the student's general school attendance record nor
may nonparticipation alone make a student ineligible to participate in or attend
school activities.

3. The Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education must ensure the
availability of alternative safety education for students who are opted out of
participating or otherwise exempted from an active shooter drill. Alternative
safety education must provide essential safety instruction through less
sensorial safety training methods and must be appropriate for students with
mobility restrictions, sensory needs, developmental or physical disabilities,

mental health needs, and auditory or visual limitations.
Participation in Active Shooter Drills

Any student in early childhood through grade 12 must not be required to participate in
an active shooter drill that does not meet the Criteria set forth above.

Active Shooter Simulations

A student must not be required to participate in an active shooter simulation. An
active shooter simulation must not take place during regular school hours if a majority
of students are present, or expected to be present, at the school. A parent or legal
guardian of a student in grades 9 through 12 must have the opportunity to opt their
student into participating in an active shooter simulation.

Violence Prevention
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A school district or charter school conducting an active shooter drill must
provide students in middle school and high school at least one hour, or one
standard class period, of violence prevention training annually.

The violence prevention training must be evidence-based and may be
delivered in-person, virtually, or digitally. Training must, at a minimum, teach
students the following:

a. how to identify observable warning signs and signals of an individual
who may be at risk of harming oneself or others;

b. the importance of taking threats seriously and seeking help; and

C. the steps to report dangerous, violent, threatening, harmful, or
potentially harmful activity.

A school district or charter school must ensure that students have the
opportunity to contribute to their school's safety and violence prevention
planning, aligned with the recommendations for multihazard planning for
schools, including but not limited to:

a. student opportunities for leadership related to prevention and safety;

b. encouragement and support to students in establishing clubs and
programs focused on safety; and

C. providing students with the opportunity to seek help from adults and
to learn about prevention connected to topics including bullying, sexual
harassment, sexual assault, and suicide.

H. Board Meeting
At a regularly scheduled school board meeting, a school board of a district that has
conducted an active shooter drill must consider the following:
the effect of active shooter drills on the safety of students and staff; and
the effect of active shooter drills on the mental health and wellness of students
and staff.
V. SAMPLE PROCEDURES INCLUDED IN THIS POLICY

Sample procedures for the various hazards/emergencies listed below are attached to this
Policy for use when drafting specific crisis management plans. Additional sample procedures
may be found in the Response section of the Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011
Edition). After approval by the school board, an adopted procedure will become an addendum
to the Crisis Management Policy.

A.

B.

C.

Adopted:

Hazardous Materials

Severe Weather: Tornado/Severe Thunderstorm/Flooding
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D. Medical Emergency

E. Fight/Disturbance

F. Assault

G. Intruder

H. Weapons

I. Shooting

J. Hostage

K. Bomb Threat

L. Chemical or Biological Threat

M. Checklist for Telephone Threats

N. Demonstration

0. Suicide

P. Lock-down Procedures

Q. Shelter-In-Place Procedures
Evacuation/Relocation

S. Media Procedures

T. Post-Crisis Procedures

u. School Emergency Response Team

V. Emergency Phone Numbers

W. Highly Contagious Serious Iliness or Pandemic Flu

VI. MISCELLANEOUS PROCEDURES

A.

Adopted:

Chemical Accidents

Procedures for reporting chemical accidents shall be posted at key locations such as
chemistry labs, art rooms, swimming pool areas, and janitorial closets.

Visitors

The school district shall implement procedures mandating visitor sign in and visitors in
school buildings. See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to School District
Buildings and Sites).

The school district shall implement procedures to minimize outside entry into school

buildings except at designated check-in points and assure that all doors are locked
prior to and after regular building hours.
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Student Victims of Criminal Offenses at or on School Property

The school district shall establish procedures allowing student victims of criminal
offenses on school property the opportunity to transfer to another school within the
school district.

Radiological Emergencies at Nuclear Generating Plants [OPTIONAL]

School districts within a 10-mile radius of the Monticello or Prairie Island nuclear
power plants will implement crisis plans in the event of an accident or incident at the

power plant.

Questions relative to the creation or implementation of such plans will be directed to
the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.

Stat
Stat
Stat
Stat
Stat

Zones)

Minn.
Minn.
Minn.

Stat
Stat
Stat

Industry)

Minn.

Stat

. Ch. 12 (Emergency Management)

. Ch. 12A (Natural Disaster; State Assistance)
. § 121A.035 (Crisis Management Policy)

. § 121A.038 (Students Safe at School)

. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School

. § 299F.30 (Fire Drill in School; Doors and Exits)
. § 326B.02, Subd. 6 (Powers)

. § 326B.106 (General Powers of Commissioner of Labor and

. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespasses)

Minn. Rules Ch. 7511 (Fire Code)

20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq. (Title IX)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)
20 U.S.C. § 7912 (Unsafe School Choice Option)

42 U.S.C. § 5121 et seq. (Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance)

Hazardous Substances)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 532 (Use of Peace Officers and Crisis Teams to
Remove Students with IEPs from School Grounds)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to School District Buildings and Sites
Comprehensive School Safety Guide

Minnesota School Safety Center - Resources (mn.gov)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 407 (Employee Right to Know — Exposure to

Effective: 12.18.2023
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VISITORS TO SCHOOL DISTRICT BUILDINGS AND SITES

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 903

ISD 146

SERIES 900 STUDENTS

903 VISITORS TO SCHOOL DISTRICT BUILDINGS AND SITES

I PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to inform the school community and the general public of the
position of the school board on visitors to school buildings and other school property.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The school board encourages interest on the part of parents and community members
in school programs and student activities. The school board welcomes visits to school
buildings and school property by parents and community members provided the visits
are consistent with the health, education and safety of students and employees and
are conducted within the procedures and requirements established by the school
district.

The school board reaffirms its position on the importance of maintaining a school
environment that is safe for students and employees and free of activity that may be
disruptive to the student learning process or employee working environment.

I1I. POST-SECONDARY ENROLLMENT OPTIONS STUDENTS

A.

A student enrolled in a post-secondary enrollment options course may remain at the
school site during regular school hours in accordance with established procedures.

A student enrolled in a post-secondary enrollment options course may be provided
with reasonable access, during regular school hours, to a computer and other
technology resources that the student needs to complete coursework for a post-
secondary enrollment course in accordance with established procedures.

Iv. RESPONSIBILITY

A.

The school district administration shall present recommended visitor and post-
secondary enrollment options student procedures and requirements to the school
board for review and approval. The procedures should reflect input from employees,
students and advisory groups, and shall be communicated to the school community
and the general public. Upon approval by the school board, such procedures and
requirements shall be an addendum to this policy.

The superintendent shall be responsible for providing coordination that may be needed
throughout the process and providing for periodic school board review and approval of
the procedures.

V. VISITOR LIMITATIONS

A.

Adopted:

An individual, post-secondary enrollment options student, or group may be denied
permission to visit a school or school property or such permission may be revoked if
the visitor(s) does not comply with the school district procedures and regulations or if
the visit is not in the best interest of students, employees or the school district.

Revised: 8498.2023 Effective: 12.18.2023



VISITORS TO SCHOOL DISTRICT BUILDINGS AND SITES

BARENSVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOL POLICY 903
ISD 146 SERIES 900 STUDENTS
B. Visitors, including post-secondary enrollment options students, are authorized to park

vehicles on school property at times and in locations specified in the approved visitor
procedures and requirements which are an addendum to this policy or as otherwise
specifically authorized by school officials. When unauthorized vehicles of visitors are
parked on school property, school officials may:

1. move the vehicle or require the driver or other person in charge of the vehicle
to move it off school district property; or

2. if unattended, provide for the removal of the vehicle, at the expense of the
owner or operator, to the nearest convenient garage or other place of safety
off of school property.

C. An individual, post-secondary enrollment options student, or group who enters school
property without complying with the procedures and requirements may be guilty of
criminal trespass and thus subject to criminal penalty. Such persons may be detained
by the school principal or a person designated by the school principal in a reasonable
manner for a reasonable period of time pending the arrival of a police officer.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Postsecondary Enrollment Options Act)
Minn. Stat. § 128C.08 (Assaulting a Sports Official Prohibited)
Minn. Stat. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespass)

Cross References: None

Adopted: Revised: BA4©8.2023 Effective: 12.18.2023



16. Addendum

This is an opportunity for our students in grades 10-12 to go to the Fargo Dome and help bag up meals for
the group Feed My Starving Children. Each shift has over 2,000 volunteers helping from all over the Fargo-
Moorhead Area. We need approval to take the students that want to volunteer to the Fargo Dome ask that
the school will pay for transportation costs. If all grades 10-12 students attended, it would be approx. 200
students and we would need 4 or 5 buses. Holly Inniger and Bryan Strand are the lead people.

17. Discussion/Information

18. Enrollment Update 348
Enrollment: Grades K-6: 494, Grades 7-12: 379, Enrollment: 873

347
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Barnesville Public School

Student Enrollment

SY 2023-2024

2023-24
Projection Sep 8 Oct1 | Nov1 | Dec1 | Jan1 | Feb1 | Mar1 | Apr1 | May 1 | May 25
Grade K 70 56 56 56 56
Grade 1 76 74 74 74 74
Grade 2 75 72 72 72 72
Grade 3 73 76 76 76 76
Grade 4 72 72 72 72 72
Grade 5 66 76 76 76 76
Grade 6 69 68 68 68 68
502 494 494 494 494 0
Grade 7 71 59 59 59 59
Grade 8 69 74 74 74 74
Grade 9 66 60 60 60 60
Grade 10 68 58 58 58 58
Grade 11 67 59 59 60 60
Grade 12 58 68 68 68 68
399 378 378 379 379 0
Grades K-12 901 872 872 873 873 0
348
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19. Dates to Remember
A. Organizational School Board meeting
1) Tuesday, January 2, 2024, 7:00 PM
B. Regular School Board Meeting
1) Monday, January 22, 2024, 7:00 PM. One week later than usual due to Martin Luther King Day.
C. Negotiations Committee Meeting for Mediation Services

1) Thursday, January 18, 2024, 9:00 AM
20. Adjournment

349

82
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