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1. 3 Year Review

1.A. 415 Mandated Reporting of Maltreatment of
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415

II.

III.

MANDATED REPORTING OF MALTREATMENT OF VULNERABLE ADULTS

[Note: This policy reflects the mandatory law regarding reporting maltreatment of
vulnerable adults and is not discretionary in nature.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to make clear the statutory requirements of school personnel to
report suspected maltreatment of vulnerable adults.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The policy of the school district is to comply with Minnesota Statutes section 626.557
requiring school personnel to report suspected maltreatment of vulnerable adults.

B. A violation of this policy occurs when any school personnel fails to report suspected
maltreatment of vulnerable adults when the school personnel has reason to believe that
a vulnerable adult is being or has been maltreated, or has knowledge that a vulnerable
adult has sustained a physical injury which is not reasonably explained.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Abuse” means:

1. An act against a vulnerable adult that constitutes a violation of, an attempt to violate,

or aiding and abetting a violation of: (1) assault in the first through fifth degrees
as defined in Minnesota Statutes sections 609.221 to 609.224; (2) the use of
drugs to injure or facilitate crime as defined in Minnesota Statutes section
609.235; (3) the solicitation, inducement, and promotion of prostitution as
defined in Minnesota Statutes section 609.322; and (4) criminal sexual conduct
in the first through fifth degrees as defined in Minnesota Statutes sections
609.342 to 609.3451. A violation includes any action that meets the elements
of the crime, regardless of whether there is a criminal proceeding or conviction.

2. Conduct which is not an accident or therapeutic conduct as defined in Minnesota

Statutes section 626.5572 which produces or could reasonably be expected to
produce physical pain or injury or emotional distress including, but not limited
to, the following: (1) hitting, slapping, kicking, pinching, biting, or corporal
punishment of a vulnerable adult; (2) use of repeated or malicious oral, written,
or gestured language toward a vulnerable adult or the treatment of a vulnerable
adult which would be considered by a reasonable person to be disparaging,
derogatory, humiliating, harassing, or threatening; (3) use of any aversive or
deprivation procedure, unreasonable confinement, or involuntary seclusion,
including the forced separation of the vulnerable adult from other persons
against the will of the vulnerable adult or the legal representative of the
vulnerable adult; and (4) use of any aversive or deprivation procedures for
persons with developmental disabilities or related conditions not authorized
under Minnesota Statutes section 245.825.

3. Any sexual contact or penetration as defined in Minn. Stat. § 609.341between a

facility staff person or a person providing services in the facility and a resident,
patient, or client of that facility.

4. The act of forcing, compelling, coercing, or enticing a vulnerable adult against the

vulnerable adult’s will to perform services for the advantage of another.
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Abuse does not include actions specifically excluded by Minnesota Statutes section
626.5572, Subd. 2.

B. “Caregiver” means an individual or facility who has responsibility for the care of a
vulnerable adult as a result of a family relationship, or who has assumed responsibility
for all or a portion of the care of a vulnerable adult voluntarily, by contract, or by
agreement.

C. “"Common entry point” means the entity responsible for receiving reports of alleged or
suspected maltreatment of a vulnerable adult and designated by the Commissioner of
the Minnesota Department of Human Services as the MN Adult Abuse Reporting Center
(MAARC).

D. “Financial Exploitation” means a breach of a fiduciary duty by an actor’s unauthorized
expenditure of funds entrusted to the actor for the benefit of the vulnerable adult or by
an actor’s failure to provide food, clothing, shelter, health care, therapeutic conduct or
supervision, the failure of which results or is likely to result in detriment to the vulnerable
adult. Financial exploitation also includes: the willful use, withholding or disposal of
funds or property of a vulnerable adult; the obtaining of services for wrongful profit or
advantage which results in detriment to the vulnerable adult; the acquisition of a
vulnerable adult’s funds or property through undue influence, harassment, duress,
deception or fraud; and the use of force, coercion, or enticement to cause a vulnerable
adult to perform services against the vulnerable adult’s will for the profit or advantage
of another.

E. “Immediately” means as soon as possible, but no longer than 24 hours from the time
initial knowledge that the incident occurred has been received.

F. “Mandated reporter” means a professional or professional’s delegate while engaged in
education.

G. “Maltreatment” means the neglect, abuse, or financial exploitation of a vulnerable adult.

H. “Neglect” means the failure or omission by a caregiver to supply a vulnerable adult with

care or services, including but not limited to, food, clothing, shelter, health care, or
supervision which is: (1) reasonable and necessary to obtain or maintain the vulnerable
adult’s physical or mental health or safety, considering the physical and mental capacity
or dysfunction of the vulnerable adult; and (2) which is not the result of an accident or
therapeutic conduct.

1. Neglect also means the absence or likelihood of absence of care or services, including
but not limited to, food, clothing, shelter, health care, or supervision necessary to
maintain the physical and mental health of the vulnerable adult which a reasonable
person would deem essential to obtain or maintain the vulnerable adult’s health, safety,
or comfort considering the physical or mental capacity or dysfunction of the vulnerable
adult. Neglect does not include actions specifically excluded by Minnesota Statutes
section 626.5572, Subd. 17.

J. “School personnel” means professional employees or their delegates of the school
district engaged in providing health, educational, social, psychological, law enforcement,
or other caretaking services of vulnerable adults.

K. “Vulnerable adult” means any person 18 years of age or older who: (1) is a resident or inpatient
of a facility; (2) receives services required to be licensed under Minnesota Statutes chapter 245A,
except as excluded under Minnesota Statutes section 626.5572, Subd. 21(a)(2); (3) receives services
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from a licensed home care provider or person or organization that offers, provides, or arranges for
personal care assistance services under the medical assistance program; or (4) regardless of residence
or whether any type of service is received, possesses a physical or mental infirmity or other physical,
mental, or emotional dysfunction that impairs the individual’s ability to provide adequately for the
individual’s own care without assistance or supervision and, because of the dysfunction or infirmity and
need for care or services, has an impaired ability to protect the individual’s self from maltreatment.

Iv.

VI.

REPORTING PROCEDURES

A.

A mandated reporter as defined herein shall immediately report the suspected
maltreatment to the common entry point responsible for receiving reports.

Whenever a mandated reporter, as defined herein, knows or has reason to believe that
an individual made an error in the provision of therapeutic conduct to a vulnerable adult
which results in injury or harm, which reasonably requires the care of a physician, such
information shall be reported immediately to the designated county agency. The
mandated reporter also may report a belief that the error did not constitute neglect and
why the error does not constitute neglect.

The report shall, to the extent possible, identify the vulnerable adult, the caregiver, the
nature and extent of the suspected maltreatment, any evidence of previous
maltreatment, the name and address of the reporter, the time, date, and location of the
incident, and any other information that the reporter believes might be helpful in
investigating the suspected abuse or neglect. A mandated reporter may disclose not
public data, as defined under Minnesota Statutes section 13.02, to the extent necessary
to comply with the above reporting requirements.

A person mandated to report suspected maltreatment of a vulnerable adult who
negligently or intentionally fails to report is liable for damages caused by the failure. A
negligent or intentional failure to report may result in discipline. A mandatory reporter
who intentionally fails to make a report, who knowingly provides false or misleading
information in reporting, or who intentionally fails to provide all the material
circumstances surrounding the reported incident may be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Retaliation against a person who makes a good faith report under Minnesota law and
this policy, or against vulnerable adult who is nhamed in a report is prohibited.

Any person who intentionally makes a false report under the provisions of applicable
Minnesota law or this policy shall be liable in a civil suit for any actual damages suffered
by the person or persons so reported and for any punitive damages set by the court or
jury. The intentional making of a false report may result in discipline.

INVESTIGATION

The responsibility for investigating reports of suspected maltreatment of a vulnerable adult rests
with the entity designated by the county for receiving reports.

DISSEMINATION OF POLICY AND TRAINING

A.

B.

This policy should appear in school personnel handbooks as appropriate.

The school district will develop a method of discussing this policy with employees as
appropriate.
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C. This policy should be reviewed at least annually for compliance with state law.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 13.02 (Government Data Practices; Definitions)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 245A (Human Services Licensing)

Minn. Stat. § 245.825 (Aversive and Deprivation Procedures; Licensed Facilities
and Services)

Minn. Stat. §§ 609.221-609.224 (Assault)

Minn. Stat. § 609.232 (Crimes Against Vulnerable Adults; Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 609.235 (Use of Drugs to Injure or Facilitate Crime)

Minn. Stat. § 609.322 (Solicitation, Inducement, and Promotion of Prostitution;
Sex Trafficking)

Minn. Stat. § 609.341 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. §§ 609.342-609.3451 (Criminal Sexual Conduct)

Minn. Stat. § 626.557 (Reporting of Maltreatment of Vulnerable Adults)

Minn. Stat. § 626.5572 (Definitions)

In re Kleven, 736 N.W.2d 707 (Minn. App. 2007)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 103 (Complaints - Students, Employees, Parents,
Other Persons)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 211 (Criminal or Civil Action Against School District,
School Board Member, Employee, or Student)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 406 (Public and Private Personnel Data)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 414 (Mandated Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical
or Sexual Abuse)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)

Policy Adopted: May 11, 1998 Revised: August 9, 1999, July 18, 2005, June 2011
Reviewed: April 2015, May 2016, April 2017, May 2018, December 2019, April 2021, June 2022

Amended: April 2023

Independent School District No. 110

Waconia, MN
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1.B. 421 Gifts to Employees and School Board Members
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I1.

I11.

GIFTS TO EMPLOYEES AND SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to avoid the appearance of impropriety or the appearance of a
conflict of interest with respect to gifts given to school district employees and school board
members.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The school district recognizes that students, parents, and others may wish to show
appreciation to school district employees. The policy of the school district,
however, is to discourage gift-giving to employees and to encourage donors instead
to write letters and notes of appreciation or to give small tokens of gratitude as
memorabilia.

A violation of this policy occurs when any employee solicits, accepts, or receives,
either by direct or indirect means, a gift from a student, parent, or other individual
or organization of greater than nominal value.

A violation of this policy occurs when any employee solicits, accepts, or receives a
gift from a person or entity doing business with or seeking to do business with the
school district. Employees may accept items of insignificant value of a
promotional or public relations nature or a plaque with a resale value of $5 or less
with an inscription recognizing an individual for an accomplishment. The
superintendent has discretion to determine what value is “insignificant.”

Teachers may accept from publishers free samples of textbooks and related
teaching materials.

This policy applies only to gifts given to employees where the donor’s relationship
with the employee arises out of the employee’s employment with the school
district. It does not apply to gifts given to employees by personal friends, family
members, other employees, or others unconnected to the employee’s employment
with the school district.

An elected or appointed member of a school board, a school superintendent, a
school principal, or a district school officer, including the school business official,
may not accept a gift from an interested person.

DEFINITIONS

A.

“Gift” means money, real or personal property, a service, a loan, a forbearance or
forgiveness of indebtedness, or a promise of future employment that is given
without something of equal or greater value being received in return.
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B. “Interested person” means a person or a representative of a person or association
that has a direct financial interest in a decision that a school board member, a
superintendent, a school principal, or a district school officer is authorized to make.

C. “Financial interest” means any ownership or control in an asset which has the
potential to produce a monetary return.

IV.  PROCEDURES

Any employee considering the acceptance of a gift shall confer with the administration for
guidance related to the interpretation and application of this policy.

V. VIOLATIONS

Employees who violate the provisions of this policy may be subject to discipline, which
may include reprimand, suspension, and/or termination or discharge.

Legal References: ~ Minn. Stat. § 10A.07 (Conflicts of Interest)
Minn. Stat. § 10A.071 (Prohibition of Gifts)
Minn. Stat. § 15.43 (Acceptance of Advantage by State Employee; Penalty)
Minn. Stat. § 471.895 (Certain Gifts by Interested Persons Prohibited)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 209 (Code of Ethics)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 210 (Conflict of Interest — School Board
Members)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 306 (Administrator Code of Ethics)

Policy Adopted: November 9, 1970
Amended: April 9, 1990 / Amended: June 8, 1998 / February 11, 2002 / May 12, 2008
/ August 2015 / December 2018 / December 9, 2019

Reviewed: December 2019 / March 2023
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, Minnesota
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1.C. 422 Policies Incorporated by Reference



422 POLICIES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

PURPOSE

Certain policies
contractors, vo
duplication, the

as contained in this policy reference manual are applicable to employees,
lunteers, and service providers, as well as to students. To avoid undue
school district provides notice by this section of the application and incorporation

by reference of the following policies that also apply to employees, contractors, volunteers, and
service providers:

Policy 505

Policy 507
Policy 510
Policy 511
Policy 514
Policy 517
Policy 518
Policy 519
Policy 522

Policy 524
Policy 525
Policy 526
Policy 535

Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials on School Premises by Students
and Employees

Corporal Punishment

Student Activities

Student Fundraising

Bullying Prohibition

Student Recruiting

DNR-DNI Orders

Interviews of Students by Outside Agencies

Title IX Sex Nondiscrimination Policy, Grievance Procedure and
Process

Internet Acceptable Use and Safety Policy

Violence Prevention

Hazing Prohibition

Service Animals in Schools

Employees, contractors, volunteers, and service providers are charged with notice that the
above cited policies are also applicable to employees, contractors, volunteers, and service
providers; however, employees, contractors, volunteers, and service providers are also on

notice that the

provisions of the various policies speak for themselves and may be applicable

although not specifically listed above.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Policy Adopted: Ju
2014 Revised: June
Independent School
Waconia, Minnesota

None

None

ne 8, 1998 / February 11, 2002 / May 12, 2008 / January
2021 / June 2023
District No. 110
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II1.

EMPLOYEE-STUDENT RELATIONSHIPS

PURPOSE

The school district is committed to an educational environment in which all students are
treated with respect and dignity. Every school district employee is to provide students with
appropriate guidance, understanding, and direction while maintaining a standard of
professionalism and acting within accepted standards of conduct.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

This policy applies to all school district employees at all times, whether on or off duty
and on or off of school district locations.

At all times, students will be treated by teachers and other school district employees
with respect, courtesy, and consideration and in a professional manner. Each school
district employee is expected to exercise good judgment and professionalism in all
interpersonal relationships with students. Such relationships must be and remain on a
teacher-student basis or an employee-student basis.

Teachers must be mindful of their inherent positions of authority and influence over
students. Similarly, other school district employees also may hold positions of
authority over students of the school district and must be mindful of their authority
and influence over students.

Sexual relationships between school district employees and students, without regard
to the age of the student, are strictly forbidden and may subject the employee to
criminal liability.

Other actions that violate this policy include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Dating students.
2. Having any interaction/activity of a sexual nature with a student.
3. Committing or attempting to induce students or others to commit an illegal act

or act of immoral conduct which may be harmful to others or bring discredit to
the school district.

4. Supplying alcohol or any illegal substance to a student, allowing a student
access to such substances, or failing to take reasonable steps to prevent such
access from occurring.

School district employees shall, whenever possible, employ safeguards against
improper relationships with students and/or claims of such improper relationships.

[Note: Such safeguards may include the following: avoiding altogether or
minimizing physical contact, keeping doors open when talking or meeting
with students one-on-one, and/or making sure that such meetings with a
student take place in rooms with windows and/or others nearby.]

Excessive informal and social involvement with individual students is unprofessional, is
not compatible with employee-student relationships, and is inappropriate.
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IvV.

H. School district employees will adhere to applicable standards of ethics and professional
conduct in Minnesota law.

REPORTING AND INVESTIGATION

A. Complaints and/or concerns regarding alleged violations of this policy shall be handled
in accordance with MSBA/MASA Model Policy 103 (Complaints — Students, Employees,
Parents, Other Persons) unless other specific complaint procedures are provided within
any other policy of the school district.

B. All employees shall cooperate with any investigation of alleged acts, conduct, or
communications in violation of this policy.

SCHOOL DISTRICT ACTION

Upon receipt of a report, the school district will take appropriate action. Such action may
include, but is not limited to, warning, suspension, exclusion, expulsion, transfer, remediation,
termination, or discharge. It also may include reporting to appropriate state or federal
authorities, including the Minnesota Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board or
the appropriate licensing authority and appropriate agencies responsible for investigating
reports of maltreatment of minors and/or vulnerable adults. School district action taken for
violation of this policy will be consistent with requirements of applicable collective bargaining
agreements, Minnesota and federal law, and school district policies.

SCOPE OF LIABILITY

Employees are placed on notice that if an employee acts outside the performance of the duties
of the position for which the employee is employed or is guilty of malfeasance, willful neglect
of duty, or bad faith, the school district is not required to defend and indemnify the employee
for damages in school-related litigation.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 13.43, Subd. 16 (Personnel Data)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.20, Subd. 2 (Suspension or Revocation of Licenses)
Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subds. 5(b) and 13(b) (Employment; Contracts;
Termination)

Minn. Stat. §§ 609.341-609.352 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260E (Reporting of Maltreatment of Minors)

Minn. Stat. § 626.557 (Reporting of Maltreatment of Vulnerable Adults)
Minn. Rules Part 3512.5200 (Code of Ethics for School Administrators)
Minn. Rules Part 8710.2100 (Code of Ethics for Minnesota Teachers)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 103 (Complaints — Students, Employees, Parents,

Other Persons)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 211 (Criminal or Civil Action Against School District,
School Board Member, Employee, or Student)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 306 (Administrator Code of Ethics)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 403 (Discipline, Suspension, and Dismissal of School
District Employees)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 414 (Mandated Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical
or Sexual Abuse)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 415 (Mandated Reporting of Maltreatment of
Vulnerable Adults)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 421 (Gifts to Employees and School Board Members)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 507 (Corporal Punishment)

Policy Adopted: May 12, 2008
Revised: April 2009, June 2011, Oct. 2016, December 2018, December 2019, April 2023

Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN
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II.

III.

LICENSE STATUS

[Note: The provisions of this policy substantially reflect legal requirements.|

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that qualified teachers are employed by the school
district and to fulfill its duty to ascertain the licensure status of its teachers. A school
board that employs a teacher who does not hold a valid teaching license or permit places
itself at risk for a reduction in state aid. This policy does not negate a teacher’s duty and
responsibility to maintain a current and valid teaching license.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

A qualified teacher is one holding a valid license to perform the particular service
for which the teacher is employed by the school district.

No person shall be a qualified teacher until the school district verifies, through the
Minnesota education licensing system available on the Minnesota Professional
Educator Licensing and Standards Board website, that the person is a qualified
teacher consistent with state law.

The school district has a duty to ascertain the licensure status of its teachers and
ensure that the school district’s teacher license files are up to date. The school
district shall establish a procedure for annually reviewing its teacher license files
to verify that every teacher’s license is current and appropriate to the particular
service for which the teacher is employed by the school district.

The school district must annually report to the Professional Educator Licensing
and Standards Board: (1) all new teacher hires and terminations, including
layoffs, by race and ethnicity; and (2) the reasons for all teacher resignations and
requested leaves of absence. The report must not include data that would
personally identify individuals.

PROCEDURE

A.

The superintendent or the superintendent’s designee shall establish a schedule for
the annual review of teacher licenses.

Where it is discovered that a teacher’s license will expire within one year from the
date of the annual review, the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee will
advise the teacher in writing of the approaching expiration and that the teacher
must complete the renewal process and file the license with the superintendent
prior to the expiration of the current license. However, failure to provide this
notice does not relieve a teacher from his/her duty and responsibility of ensuring
that his/her teaching license is valid, current and appropriate to his/her teaching
assignment.
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If it is discovered that a teacher’s license has expired, the superintendent will
immediately investigate the circumstances surrounding the lack of license and
will take appropriate action. The teacher shall be advised that the teacher’s failure
to have the license reinstated will constitute gross insubordination, inefficiency
and willful neglect of duty which are grounds for immediate discharge from
employment.

The duty and responsibility of maintaining a current and valid teaching license
appropriate to the teaching assignment as required by this policy shall remain with
the teacher, notwithstanding the superintendent’s failure to discover a lapsed
license or license that does not support the teaching assignment. A teacher’s
failure to comply with this policy may be grounds for the teacher’s immediate
discharge from employment.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 122A.16 (Qualified Teacher Defined)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.22 (District Verification of Teacher Licenses)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40, Subd. 13 (Employment; Contracts; Termination —
Immediate Discharge)

Minn. Stat. § 127A.42 (Reduction of Aid for Violation of Law)

Vettleson v. Special Sch. Dist. No. 1,361 N.W.2d 425 (Minn. App. 1985)
Lucio v. School Bd. of Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625, 574 N.W.2d 737
(Minn. App. 1998)

In the Matter of the Proposed Discharge of John R. Statz (Christine D.
VerPloeg), June 8, 1992, affirmed, 1993 WL 129639 (Minn. App. 1993)

Cross References:

Policy Adopted: May 2008
Revised: Nov 2016 / December 2019 / March 2023 / October 2023
Independent School District

Waconia, MN
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518 DNR-DNI ORDERS

l. PURPOSE

The school district recognizes that it is serving students with complex health needs. The

school

district also recognizes that school district staff may be confronted with requests

to withhold emergency care of a student in the event of a life threatening situation at

school

or school activities or be presented with Do Not Resuscitate/Do Not Intubate

(DNR-DNI) orders. The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to school district
staff and parents or guardians in these situations.

1. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A

The primary mission of the school district is education. DNR-DNI Orders are
medical documents. School district staff will not accept or honor requests to
withhold emergency care or DNR-DNI orders. The school district will not
convey such orders to emergency medical personnel.

School district staff will provide reasonable emergency care and assistance when
a student is undergoing a medical emergency during school or school activities.

School district staff will activate emergency medical services (911) as soon as
possible when a student is undergoing a medical emergency during school or
school activities.

The parent/guardian will be notified of the emergency as soon as possible.

Notwithstanding this school district policy, IEP and Section 504 teams must
develop individualized medical emergency care plans for students when
appropriate in accordance with state and federal law.

Parents/guardians who request that emergency care be withheld for their child or
who present DNR-DNI Orders, shall be advised of and shall be given a copy of
this policy.

Legal References: 29 U.S.C. 8 794 et seq. (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, § 504)

42 U.S.C. 8§ 12101-12213 (Americans with Disabilities Act)

Cross References:

Policy Adopted: May 2003
Reviewed December 19, 2005 / reviewed January 2013/ reviewed February 2020 / reviewed May 2023
Independent School District #110

Waconia, MN
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II.

I11.

MANDATORY SUMMER SCHOOL INSTRUCTION

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish program parameters and student attendance
guidelines and requirements for the school district relating to the provision of mandatory
summer school educational services.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Summer school educational services and instruction shall be directed toward the
fulfillment of the goals and objectives of the educational program and graduation
standards of the school district.

PROCEDURES

A.

The school district shall offer summer school instruction providing opportunities
for:

1. Intervention programs at the elementary and middle school levels;
2. Credit redemption and review courses at the high school level;
3. Special education instruction and services related to mandatory summer

school instruction consistent with applicable state and federal authority for
all qualified disabled children where appropriate to their educational
needs;

4. Other summer school programs as determined by the school district.

All services of the summer school program will be free to residents of the school
district whose need for a summer program has been identified by teachers or the
school principal and who are required to attend pursuant to established school
district criteria and the provisions of this policy.

The summer school curriculum will be established in line with the needs of
students and in accordance with rules of the Minnesota Department of Education.
Remedial, make-up, and review courses shall provide opportunities for students to
qualify for promotion and/or credit in areas and subjects where previous work has
not met promotion/credit standards. It shall further be designed to assist students
who have not passed one or more basic requirements tests and who are in need of
remediation services relating to the school district’s graduation standards or who
have been identified as at risk of not learning to read before the end of second
grade.

Summer school provides the opportunity for students to improve basic skills,
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further their academic progress, and/or accelerate in designated academic areas.
The intent of the school district is to ensure that courses taught during the summer
session are of the same level of instructional breadth and difficulty as provided
during the regular school year.

IV.  MANDATORY SUMMER SCHOOL INSTRUCTION

The school district will direct the administration to identify and develop specific criteria
and standards for determining which students may receive summer school instruction.
The instruction information and availability will be shared with school families on an
annual basis. The superintendent will identify the administrators responsible for
coordinating the summer instruction, including:

Budgeting
Staffing
Registration
Scheduling
Procedures

V. TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

A. The school district shall make available transportation services for all students
required to receive instruction in the school district’s summer school program in
accordance with Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22, subdivision 5(b). The
school district recognizes that transportation is an essential part of the school
district services to students and parents but further recognizes that transportation
by school bus is a privilege and not a right for an eligible student.

B. The school district shall retain sole discretion, control, and management of
scheduling routes, establishment of the location of bus stops, manner and method
of transportation, control and discipline of school children, and any other matter
relating to the provision of transportation services.

VI. SCHOOL BOARD REVIEW

The superintendent or designated representative shall report at least annually to the
school board regarding the status and utilization of programs under this policy.

Legal References: ~ Minn. Stat. § 120A.20 (Admission to Public School)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Reading Proficiently no Later than the End of
Grade 3)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.09 (Boards of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts; Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.50 (Alternative Delivery of Specialized Instructional
Services)
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Minn. Rules Part 3501 (Graduation Standards)

Cross References:  MSBA/MASA Model Policy 603 (Curriculum Development)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 604 (Instructional Curriculum)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 707 (Transportation of Public School
Students)

Policy Adopted: March 2004

Policy Revised: December 2020, September 2023
Independent School District No. 110

Waconia, MN
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698 Teaching about Controversial Topics

I. PURPOSE

The District has a responsibility to include, in various curriculum areas and at all grade levels, content
dealing with critical topics and using materials, some of which will be controversial or raise objections
within the community. The school board has the final authority to give or withhold consent for any school
activity or program.

II. DEFINITION

Controversial topics are defined as problems, subjects or questions about which there are major

differences of opinion, for which there are no easy answers, and discussion of which generally create
strong feelings among people.

III. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
The Policy of the Waconia Public School District is as follows:

A. Development of rational thinking and preparation for citizenship are the primary reasons for
including the study of controversial topics or use of controversial materials in the curriculum.

B. The District, as an educational institution and as individual classroom teachers have a
responsibility to give the student:

1. An opportunity to study controversial topics or read controversial materials which have
political, economic or social significance about which they will begin to have an opinion.

2. Access to all relevant information, including the materials that circulate freely in the
community.
3. Competent instruction balancing the various points-of-view in an atmosphere free from

bias and prejudice.

4. The right to form and express their own opinions on controversial topics or materials
without jeopardizing their relations with teachers or the schools.

5. Deliberate effort shall be made by the teacher to achieve balance over time in the
viewpoints to which students are exposed. The teacher shall not espouse a biased
viewpoint that is intended to influence students’ creation of their own viewpoints.

6. Any outside speaker on controversial topics shall be approved by the Principal prior to
utilization of the speaker. The use of any speaker on a controversial topic shall be
balanced by another speaker who espouses an opposing view.

7. If a controversial issue that is neither directly related to the course content nor specified
as a part of the curriculum unexpectedly arises during a class discussion, for example as
the result of a student's questions or comments or in the coverage of current events, the
teacher may dedicate sufficient time to the issue to assure balanced, impartial coverage.

IV. GUIDELINES
Guidelines for the selection of controversial topics or materials to be studied in the classroom:



A. The topic or material should contribute toward helping students develop techniques for examining
other controversial topics or materials.

B. The topic or material should be suitable for students of the maturity and background represented
in the respective class.

C. The topic or material should be related to the standards and course content and help achieve
those standards and course objectives.

D. The topic or material should be of continuing significance.

E. Exceptions to the above expectations may be granted by the building principal on a case-by-case
basis.

F. Administration shall be responsible for informing all staff members of the policy on coverage of

controversial issues in the curriculum. In doing so, they shall emphasize the basic assumption
that the school is providing an opportunity for students to study controversial issues, not
teaching a viewpoint on controversial issues.

G. A teacher who is in doubt concerning the advisability of discussing certain issues and materials in
the classroom shall confer with his/her principal as to the appropriateness of doing so. If the
teacher and principal are unable to agree, the issue shall be referred to the superintendent or
superintendent's designee.

V. RECONSIDERATION OF A CONTROVERSIAL TOPIC

A. The school district shall provide a process for members of the school district community to seek
reconsideration of the use of a controversial topic or material as outlined in District Policy 606.

B. The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible for the development of guidelines and
procedures to identify the steps to be followed to seek reconsideration of the use of a
controversial topic or material.

Cross References: District 110 Policy #604 Instructional Curriculum
District 110 Policy #606 Textbook and Instructional Materials
District 110 Policy #625 Media and Book Selection

Policy Adopted: March 2023
Independent School District No. 110
Waconia, MN
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