
This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting the School District’s business and is not to be 
considered a public community meeting.  There is a time for public participation during the meeting as indicated on the Agenda.

PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION

REGULAR MEETING
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL ROOM #1136, 8135 S. WESTNEDGE, PORTAGE, MICHIGAN 49002

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 PM
AGENDA

VISION STATEMENT
An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all!

MISSION STATEMENT
Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
II. REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
III. REPORTS

1. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
a. BOND PROJECT UPDATE

IV. BOARD EDUCATION
1. PRESENTATION OF MONITORING REPORT 1.1 (HS)

V. COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS
1. BY CITIZENS
2. BY BOARD TRUSTEES
3. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS

VI. CONSENT AGENDA
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. SEPTEMBER 25, 2023 POLICY GOVERNANCE RETREAT, REGULAR BUSINESS 
MEETING & CLOSED SESSION

2. CMS & NMS ACOUSTICAL PANELS
VII. ASSURANCE OF DISTRICT PERFORMANCE

1. MONITORING REPORT 2.1, TREATMENT OF CONSUMERS (GP 4.4)
2. MONITORING REPORT 2.5, FINANCIAL CONDITION AND ACTIVITIES (GP 4.4)
3. MONITORING REPORT 2.8, CONFLICT OF INTEREST (GP 4.4)

VIII. REQUIRED ACTION ITEMS - None
IX. ACTION ITEMS

1. ADMINISTRATIVE COMPENSATION CHANGE (EL. 2.5)
2. NATIONAL PRINCIPALS MONTH PROCLAMATION

X. DISCUSSION ITEMS - None
XI. ADJOURN
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

II. Revisions/Approval of Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommended  Motion: 

Motion offered by __________, seconded by __________, that the Board of Education 

approve the Agenda as printed (or as amended). 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

III. Reports 

 1. Superintendent’s Report  

  a. Bond Project Update 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

IV. Board Education 

 1. Presentation of Monitoring Report 1.1 (HS) 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

V. Comments or Communications 

1. By Citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

2. By Board Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Board Committee Reports 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

VI. Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of Minutes 

a. September 25, 2023 Policy Governance Retreat, Regular Business Meeting & 

Closed Session 

 

 

 2. CMS & NMS Acoustical Panels 

That the Board of Education approve the purchase of acoustic panels for 

Central Middle School and North Middle School in the amount of $77,369.00, 

the funds for which will come from the 2019 Bond Fund, Proposal #1, 

Unallocated Contingency. 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

POLICY GOVERNANCE RETREAT & 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2023 

 

POLICY GOVERNANCE RETREAT 

The Policy Governance Retreat of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

September 25, 2023, was called to order at 4:05 p.m. by President Van Antwerp.  The meeting was 

held in Conference Room #1 of the Administration Building. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Emily Crawford, Keith Crowell, Ean Hamilton, Kimberly Larson, Terri 

Novaria, Bo Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

Executive Leadership Present:  Mark Bielang, Superintendent 

 

Others Present:  Gary Goscenski of Perspectives Consulting 

 

REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA   

Motion offered by Mrs. Novaria, seconded by Mrs. Crawford, that the Board of Education 

approve the agenda as printed.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

There were no comments or communications. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Mr. Gary Goscenski of Perspectives Consulting facilitated the discussion portion of the meeting.  

Topics discussed: policy governance review, review of Operational Policy 9130, monitoring district 

ends and executive limitations, owner linkage – survey/notes/meeting information, and school visits. 

 

The Policy Governance Retreat adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
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REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 
The Regular Business Meeting of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

September 25, 2023 was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Van Antwerp.  The meeting was 

held in Room #1136 of Portage Central High School.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Emily Crawford, Keith Crowell, Ean Hamilton, Kimberly Larson, Terri 

Novaria, Bo Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp 

 

Board Trustees Absent: None 

 

REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA   

Motion offered by Mrs. Novaria, seconded by Ms. Hamilton, that the Board of Education 

approve the agenda as printed. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS 

Superintendent’s Report 

Bond Project Update 

Mr. Johnny Edwards, Assistant Superintendent of Operations, provided an update on bond projects. 

 

Northern Campus 

Painting on Northern High continues.  At the AEF parking lot addition, landscaping and fencing work 

is nearly complete.  The lot is in use. 

 

Elementary Bond Work 

At the Central Elementary site, asphalt work is complete at the playground, fence posts have been set 

and mulch will be on-site soon with the goal of having the playground complete next week.  Work on 

the water main and site grading continues, some irrigation is being relocated, foundation work is in 

progress, and walls are getting poured. 

 

At the Haverhill Elementary site, Manhattan Street work continues, work on the construction entrance 

aligned with Coulter Street is underway, and site grading continues. 

 

We engaged in design discussions with the staff from Woodland Elementary, Curious Kids, GSRP, 

and ECSE. 

 

President Van Antwerp thanked Mr. Edwards for the update. 
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Other 

Per Superintendent Bielang, a 50th Year Celebration will take place at West Middle School this 

Wednesday from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The event is open to the public.  He encouraged board 

members to attend. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS   

President Van Antwerp opened the floor to public comment and hearing none, he opened the floor to 

Trustee comments. 

 
Mr. Crowell heard Hope College’s President Matt Scogin speak about Hope’s Forward Program.  

The pilot program was launched a few years ago – a pay-it-forward approach to funding higher 

education.  Students attend tuition-free as long as they commit to returning the favor by donating 

money to Hope after they graduate.  So far, the pilot program is successful.  Mr. Scogin grew up in 

Portage.  

 

Mrs. Crawford attended the recent band invitational at McCamley-Knight Field.  It was a well-run 

event. 

 

Mrs. Novaria reminded Trustees about upcoming musicals – Little Women at Central High, October 

27-November 5, 2023 and Little Mermaid in mid-November at Northern High. 

 

Mr. Snyder thanked his fellow board members for a great policy governance retreat today. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

President Van Antwerp presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the 

Board of Education: the September 11, 2023 Committee of the Whole Work Session and 

Closed Session minutes;  approve the contract for nursing services between the Portage Public 

Schools and HealthBar LLC in the amount of $283,500.00 using funding from 31aa for the 

2023-24 school year; and approve the contract between Portage Public Schools and 

TowerPinkster for architectural services for the West Middle School Servery Remodeling, in 

the amount of $105,000, the funds for which will come from the Food Service Excess Fund 

Balance. 

 

There being no objections, the motion carried. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

National School Lunch Week Proclamation 

Motion offered by Mrs. Novaria, seconded by Ms. Hamilton, that the Board of Education 

approve the National School Lunch Week Proclamation, the School Bus Safety Week 

Proclamation, and the Red Ribbon Week Proclamation, as presented. 

 

Each of the proclamations was read aloud. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 
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President Van Antwerp thanked our food service and transportation staff for their work.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

CMS & NMS Acoustical Panels 

Mr. Johnny Edwards reviewed background information and the recommendation to install acoustical 

panels in the science labs, art room, and fabrication lab at both Central Middle School and North 

Middle School.  While these areas currently have acoustic panels, the additional panels will help 

minimize sounds that travel.  The recommendation will return to the Board in October for action. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Motion offered by Ms. Hamilton, seconded by Mrs. Novaria, that the Board of Education move 

into closed session to discuss collective bargaining strategy, as allowed under the Open 

Meetings Act 15.268, Section 8(c). 

 

Upon a roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

The Board remained in Room #1136 for the closed session, which began at 6:50 p.m.  The Board 

returned to open session at 7:12 p.m. 

 

POST-CLOSED ACTION 

Approve Agreement with the Portage Education Association 

Motion offered by Mr. Snyder, seconded by Mrs. Novaria, that the Board of Education 

approve the 2023-24 contractual agreement with the Portage Education Association. 

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

  

Barb Atkinson, Recording Secretary 
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PROCLAMATION 

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK 

October 9-13, 2023 

 WHEREAS, it is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s school food service leads, 

servers, cashiers and driver personnel and substitutes that we commemorate October 9-13, 2023 as 

National School Lunch Week.  During this special observance, we encourage all citizens to recognize 

the dedication and skill of our school food service employees; and 

  

WHEREAS, each day, food service employees prepare and serve thousands of lunches.  This is in 

addition to ordering, storing, and expediting each menu item to each location, adhering to food safety, 

sanitation, and nutritional guidelines as well as giving each customer the time and consideration to 

listen, hear and deliver what they are looking for each day.  Fortunately, we have exemplary 

professionals who have devoted their careers to providing high quality service to our children and 

staff; and  

 

WHEREAS, on behalf of our students and staff, it is a pleasure to commend the women and men who 

accept and meet the challenges of school food service.  The observance of School Lunch Week is a 

welcome opportunity to thank these patient, caring, skilled public servants.  Those involved in this 

pursuit should be very proud of their contribution to education. 

  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, that we proudly 

commemorate October 9-13, 2023 as National School Lunch Week, and we commend everyone who 

has contributed to the successful operation of our lunch program.  By working together, we can make 

a difference in every student’s life. 

 

 

   Proclaimed this 25th day of September, 2023 

   Portage Public Schools’ Board Of Education 
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PROCLAMATION 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK 

October 16-20, 2023 

 WHEREAS, It is with great respect for the accomplishments of Portage’s professional school bus 

drivers, mechanics, office staff, and manager that we commemorate October 16-20, 2023 as School 

Bus Safety Week.  During this special observance, we encourage all citizens to recognize the 

dedication and skill of school transportation employees; and 

 

WHEREAS, coordinating the countless routes, driving so many miles, and supervising the dozens 

of students on each vehicle requires an outstanding effort.  Fortunately, we have exemplary 

professionals who have devoted their careers to transporting our children safely; and 

 

WHEREAS, our fleet and staff have a proud tradition of excellence during annual safety inspections 

by the Michigan State Police Motor Carrier Inspectors; and 

 

WHEREAS, on behalf of our young people, it is a pleasure to commend the women and men who 

accept and meet the challenge of school transportation.  The observance of School Bus Safety Week 

is a welcome opportunity to thank these patient, skilled, and caring public servants.  Those involved 

in this pursuit should be very proud of their contribution to education; and 

 

WHEREAS, this special week serves as a fitting time to urge all drivers to become more aware of 

school bus safety regulations.  Serious injuries and deaths occur when motorists fail to stop for school 

buses.  Now that the school year has begun, we remind drivers to be cautious and attentive around 

school buses.  It is also an appropriate time to ask students to listen to their bus drivers and pay close 

attention to bus safety rules. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION, that we proudly 

commemorate October 16-20, 2023 as School Bus Safety Week, and we commend everyone who has 

contributed to the successful operation of our school buses.  We also encourage all citizens to drive 

carefully and to be alert around school buses.  By working together, we can make this the safest school 

year ever. 

 

  
 Proclaimed this 25th day of September 2023 

 Portage Public Schools’ Board of Education 
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PROCLAMATION 

RED RIBBON WEEK 

October 23-31, 2023 

 WHEREAS, tobacco, alcohol, prescription drug abuse and other drug usage among young people is a 

serious concern; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is imperative that a visible and unified effort of education and prevention be continued 

to reduce the demand for drugs; and 

 
WHEREAS, children of parents who talk to their teens about drugs are less likely to use drugs than those 

who don’t; and 

 
WHEREAS, the National Red Ribbon Campaign will be celebrated in communities throughout America 

during "Red Ribbon Week", October 23-31, 2023; and 

 
WHEREAS, business, government, law enforcement, schools, religious institutions, service 

organizations, youth, physicians, senior citizens, the military, sports teams, and individuals will 

demonstrate their commitment to drug-free, healthy lifestyles by wearing and displaying red ribbons 

during this week-long campaign; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools 

does hereby proclaim October 23-31, 2023 as RED RIBBON WEEK, and encourage Portage citizens 

to participate in drug prevention education activities, showing our commitment to a drug-free 

community through education about the dangers of drug abuse, and by setting a good example. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools encourages 

all citizens to pledge: Be Kind to Your Mind.  Live Drug Free. 

 

 Proclaimed this 25th day of September, 2023 

 Portage Public Schools’ Board of Education 
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To:  Mark Bielang, Superintendent 

From: Johnny Edwards, Assistant Superintendent of Operations  

CC: Paula Johnson, Director of Finance 

Date: October 9, 2023 

RE: Revised Recommendation for CMS and NMS Acoustic Panels 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

I recommend that the Board of Education approve the purchase of acoustic panels for Central 

Middle and North Middle Schools, in the amount of $77,369.00, the funds for which will come 

from the 2019 Bond Fund, Proposal #1 Unallocated Contingency.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

The recommended acoustic panels will be installed in the science labs, art room, and fabrication 

lab at Central and North Middle Schools. While these areas currently have acoustic panels, the 

additional acoustic panels will help to minimize the sound that travels throughout the various 

spaces. The amount of the recommendation changed because it now includes funds for general 

conditions, construction manager liability insurance, construction manager preconstruction fee, 

and construction manager fee, and contingency. 
 

BIDDING PROCESS 

 

These items were competitively bid through the formal bidding process. In total, three responses 

were received. For your reference, a copy of the bid tab is attached. Ritsema Associates from 

Kalamazoo, MI was the lowest bidder for the acoustic panels.   

 

I would be happy to answer any questions you may have about this recommendation. 

 

Attachments 
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BID CATEGORY CONTRACTOR Base Bid TOTAL

1 Lath, Plaster, Drywall & Acoustical Ritsema Associates 46,700 46,700

General Conditions Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. 20,000 20,000

CM Liability Insurance Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. 315 315

Preconstruction Fee Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. 368 368

CM Fee Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. 3,316 3,316

Subtotal 70,699 70,699

Building Contingency 6,670 6,670

Billing Subtotal 77,369 77,369

Total 77,369 77,369

Award Summary Sheet

Construction Manager: Owen-Ames-Kimball Co.

Portage Public Schools

Central Middle & North Middle School Acoustic Wall Panels
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Ritsema Associates (Kalamazoo, MI) Y 1 $46,700

Schepers Brothers Co, Inc (Byron Center, MI) Y 1 $59,854

Bouma-Betten Construction, Inc (Portage, MI) Y 1 $83,250

RECOMMENDED MOTION

1   Lath, Plaster, Drywall & Acoustical     Ritsema Associates 46,700

I move that Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. be authorized to issue a Notice of Pending Award, in the amount indicated, to the contractor listed below, pending confirmation that all 

requirements of the Contract Documents have been met.  Furthermore, that upon receipt by Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. of the appropriate documentation, a contract be awarded to this 

contractor by Portage Public Schools.

Portage Public Schools

Owen-Ames-Kimball Co. - Construction Manager

9/12/2023 2:00pm

Central Middle & North Middle School Acoustic Wall Panels

Bid Category No. 01 - Lath, Plaster, Drywall & Acoustical

Contractor

B
id

 B
o

n
d

A
d

d
e
n

d
u

m

Base Bid Notes

1
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 

Note Page 

 

VII. Assurance of District Performance 

1. Monitoring Report 2.1, Treatment of Consumers (GP 4.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by __________, seconded by __________, that the Board of Education 

accept Monitoring Report 2.1, Treatment of Consumers, as a reasonable 

interpretation and evidence of compliance with policy. 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 

Note Page 

 

VII. Assurance of District Performance 

2. Monitoring Report 2.5, Financial Condition and Activities (GP 4.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by __________, seconded by __________, that the Board of Education 

accept Monitoring Report 2.5, Financial Condition and Activities, as a reasonable 

interpretation and evidence of compliance with policy. 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 

Note Page 

 

VII. Assurance of District Performance 

3. Monitoring Report 2.8, Conflict of Interest (GP 4.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by __________, seconded by __________, that the Board of Education 

accept Monitoring Report 2.8, Conflict of Interest, as a reasonable interpretation and 

evidence of compliance with policy. 
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

IX. Action Items 

 1. Administrative Compensation Change (EL 2.5) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion 

Motion offered by ______, seconded by ______, that the Board of Education 

authorize administrator salary increases equal to four (4) percent for the 

administrative group, as presented. 
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Mark T. Bielang 

Superintendent 
Phone: 269.323.5147 
fax: 269.323.5149 

mbielang@portageps.org 
To:  Board of Education 
 

From:  Mark Bielang, Superintendent 
 

Date:  October 9, 2023 
 

Re: Administrator Compensation Increase 
 

After reaching an agreement with all groups subject to collective bargaining, it is my recommendation that 

the Board authorize administrator salary increases equal to four (4) percent for the administrative group. 

Salaries for the administrator group are projected to be $4,681492, an increase in the aggregate of $172,561. 

 

 
 

 

Last Name First Assignment Building

ALBURTUS ERIC High School Principal PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

BAILEY, IV SIDNEY Assistant Middle School PrincipalPORTAGE WEST MIDDLE SCHOOL

BLASINGAME DARRYL Elementary Principal 12TH STREET ELEMENTARY

BUCKLIN JESSICA Director - Curriculum PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

CROUCH ZACHARY Elementary Principal MOORSBRIDGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

CUGNETTI KIMBERLY Middle School Principal PORTAGE CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL

DEVISSER ABBY Special Ed. Supervisor - 48WK PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

EDWARDS JOHNNY Asst Superintendent - Non-InstructionalPORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

FUEHR ANDREW Elementary Principal AMBERLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

GALIN BRADLEY Director - Human Resources PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

GORDON ANNE Special Education Supervisor-52WKPORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

HINGA KELLY Assistant High School Principal PORTAGE NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL

HOSTETLER JENNIFER Dean of Students PORTAGE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

JENSENIUS KELLY Director - Elem. Instruction PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

JOHNSON PAULA Director - Finance PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

KAYLOR AJA Assistant High School Principal PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

LEDLOW NATHAN High School Principal PORTAGE NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL

MATTSON-GEARHART JEANINE Director - Special Ed/At Risk PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

MCCARREN EFTHIMIA Elementary Principal WOODLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MCCULLOUGH ALEXANDRA Elementary Principal LAKE CENTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MEDD CRAIG Assistant Middle School PrincipalPORTAGE NORTH MIDDLE SCHOOL

MESSENGER JASON Middle School Principal PORTAGE WEST MIDDLE SCHOOL

MORAND NICOLE Special Education Supervisor-52WKPORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

PASCOE MICHAEL Asst Superintendent - InstructionalPORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

PATTERSON DYLAN Assistant High School Principal PORTAGE NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL

RIKER CHRISTOPHER Athletic Director PORTAGE NORTHERN HIGH SCHOOL

SALISBURY TAMA Assistant High School Principal PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

SHEAHAN MACKENZIE Director - Curriculum PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

THOMSEN TRAVIS Middle School Principal PORTAGE NORTH MIDDLE SCHOOL

VOMASTEK DANIEL Director - Information & TechnologyPORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

WAGENAAR SARA Elementary Principal CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WAGNER CLINTON Community HS Director PORTAGE COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL

WALKER JUSTIN Assistant Middle School PrincipalPORTAGE CENTRAL MIDDLE SCHOOL

WALLACE JOSEPH Athletic Director PORTAGE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

WEBSTER KATIE Special Ed. Supervisor - 48WK PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ADMIN

YANKOVICH HEATHER Elementary Principal ANGLING ROAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ZONTS JEREMY Elementary Principal HAVERHILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
64
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, ROOM #1136 

OCTOBER 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M. 

 
Note  Page 

IX. Action Items 

 2. National Principals Month Proclamation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion 

Motion offered by ______, seconded by ______, that the Board of Education 

approve the National Principals Month Proclamation, as presented. 
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PROCLAMATION 

PRINCIPALS MONTH 

October 2023 

WHEREAS, energetic and inspiring school leadership is essential to Michigan's schools in order 

to prepare students for success, both during their PreK-12 years and beyond; and, 

WHEREAS, principals are entrusted with the educational development of young people and 

serve as educational visionaries, instructional leaders, assessment experts, community builders, 

facility managers, special programs administrators, and guardians of various legal, contractual, 

and policy mandates and initiatives; and, 

WHEREAS, principals set the academic tone for their schools and work collaboratively with 

teachers and parents to develop and implement a clear mission, high curriculum standards, and 

performance goals; and  

WHEREAS, principals play a vital role in the success of students by creating school 

environments that facilitate great teaching and learning, as well as continuous school 

improvement; and, 

WHEREAS, much of the success of PreK-12 students can be attributed to principals who act as 

the liaison between the school and the community it serves, ensuring that parents and the 

community are aware of student and school achievements; and, 

WHEREAS, the celebration of Principals Month honors elementary, middle, and high school 

principals and recognizes the importance of school leadership in ensuring every child has access 

to a high-quality education; and, 

WHEREAS, during this month, we join educators, parents, and students throughout Michigan to 

raise awareness of the importance of educational leadership and to recognize and thank the hard-

working principals in Michigan schools who set exemplary standards of service; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools hereby proclaims 

October 2023 as Principals Month in the Portage Public School District. 

 

Proclaimed this 9th day of October, 2023 

Portage Public Schools’ Board Of Education 
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