
This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting the School District’s business and is not to be 
considered a public community meeting.  There is a time for public participation during the meeting as indicated on the Agenda.

PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE / WORK SESSION
PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS' ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, CONF. RM. #1, 8701 MUSTANG DRIVE, 

PORTAGE, MI 49002
SEPTEMBER 9, 2019, 6:30 PM

AGENDA
VISION STATEMENT

An exceptional, continuously improving learning culture with high expectations, committed to all!

MISSION STATEMENT
Portage Public Schools will educate all students to achieve their potential.

I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
II. REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA
III. REPORTS

1. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
a. BOND PROJECT UPDATE

IV. COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS
1. BY CITIZENS
2. BY BOARD TRUSTEES
3. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS

V. CONSENT AGENDA
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. AUGUST 19, 2019 REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES
VI. ASSURANCE OF DISTRICT PERFORMANCE

1. MONITORING REPORT 2.6, ASSET PROTECTION (GP 4.4)
2. MONITORING REPORT 2.10, COMMUNICATION AND SUPPORT TO THE BOARD 
(GP 4.4)

VII. ACTION ITEMS
1. APPROVE NEW TEACHER APPOINTMENTS (OP 3120)

VIII. DISCUSSION ITEMS
1. PURCHASE OF STAGE DECKING / RISERS FOR NMS  (OP 6320)
2. DELEGATES FOR MASB DELEGATE ASSEMBLY (BL 0175)

IX. ADJOURNMENT
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II. Revisions/Approval of Agenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by __________________, seconded by ___________________, that the Board 

of Education approve the Agenda as printed (or as amended). 
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III. Reports 

 1. Superintendent’s Report 

a. Bond Project Update 
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IV. Comments or Communications 

 1. By Citizens 

 

 

 

2. By Board Trustees 

 

 

 

3. Board Committee Reports 
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V. Consent Agenda 

 1. Approval of Minutes 

  a. August 19, 2019 Regular Business Meeting Minutes  
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PORTAGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

August 19, 2019 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 

The Regular Business Meeting of the Board of Education of Portage Public Schools held on 

Monday, August 19, 2019, was called to order at 6:31 p.m. by President Van Antwerp in Conference 

Room #1 of the Administration Building, 8107 Mustang Drive, Portage.  He welcomed the audience 

and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Terri Novaria, Rusty Rathburn, Bo Snyder, Randy Van Antwerp, Joanne 

Willson 

 

Board Trustees Absent:  Kurt Droppers, Celeste Shelton-Harris 

 

REVISIONS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Snyder, that the Board of Education approve 

the agenda as printed. 

  

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

REPORTS 

Superintendent’s Report   

Bond Project Update 

Mr. Ron Herron, Assistant Superintendent of Operations, provided an update on the status of bond 

work.  At North Middle School, the majority of furniture has been installed, work continues on the 

classroom punch list, and final cleaning.  Paving will be complete August 26 and wayfinding signage 

will be installed.  The project is on schedule.  At West Middle School, the northwest water line has 

been installed; interior walls, framing, and the fire system is complete; electrical/HVAC work is 

complete; ceiling grids and lighting has been installed; work continues on classroom technology work 

and bathrooms.  At the Northern Athletic Event Facility, the throw area needs to be regraded.  At the 

Central Athletic Event Facility, the opening game will be August 29; work is complete on the track, 

turf, concessions, team buildings, etc.  At PCEC, final clean up continues; inspections will occur this 

week. 

 

Mr. Herron thanked everyone involved in the bond projects.  Mr. Herron recognized Marti Phelps, 

Dave Skinner, Al Shearer and his staff, Dan Vomastek and his staff for going above and beyond in 

their coordination and efforts. 

 

Mr. Herron addressed questions from Trustees. 

 

Change Order Summary/Bond Budget Update 

Mr. Dan Rathburn, Project Manager from OAK, reviewed work committed through Bond Change 

Order #22 and detailed Change Orders by Construction Change Directives for North Middle School, 
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Central Athletic Event Facility, Central Middle School, West Middle School, and Portage Community 

Education Center.  Mr. Dan Rathburn responded to questions from board members.  

 

Summer Food Program Update 

Susan Livingston, Director of Dining Services, accompanied by Mr. Mike Huber, Director of 

Curriculum and Professional Development, shared highlights on the summer program Meet Up and 

Eat Up & Read Up!  Students experienced taste testing, enjoyed a visit from Food Network star Chef 

Jet Tila, and July soccer camp with local Olympian Lindsay Tarpley.  Over 5,600 student meals 

were served, and over 3,000 books were provided to students this summer.  Ms. Livingston 

addressed questions from Trustees. 

 

Gifted and Talented Update 

Beth Hartman, Director of Elementary Education, provided an update on the work done over the 

summer around enrichment and extension for our Gifted and Talented students.  Ms. Hartman added 

a communication will issued soon.  Ms. Hartman responded to questions from the Board. 

 

Other 

Mr. Bielang shared items of interest.  The District received a proposal from the City of Portage 

regarding School Resource Officers.  The three-year proposal includes the addition of two resource 

officers.  The terms include the City covering 100 percent of the cost for the first year, the City and 

District splitting the cost in the second year, and 100 percent of the cost covered by the District in 

the third year. 

 

Last week’s TeachCamp was a success. Participants engaged in technology learning.  Thank you to 

Jessica Winstanley, Paul Murray and to Dan Vomastek and his staff for holding this event.   

 

Trustees were reminded of upcoming events – August 22 new teacher luncheon, August 26 Quint 

Studer event, and staff opening day on August 27. 

 

Mr. Bielang congratulated John Dunlop and the Portage Central archery team.  In July, they 

competed in the 2019 National Archery in the Schools Program Championship in Nashville, 

Tennessee.  Madalyn Weiss scored 287 of a possible 300, ranked 13 out of 167 grade 8 girls, and 

was named to the All American Team.    

 

A contract agreement is in place with PMN to videotape regular session board meetings beginning in 

September.  Terms are similar to the agreement PMN had with the City of Portage for the same 

service. 

 

Mr. Bielang and Michelle Karpinski attended the Fresh Thyme store grand opening.  Mr. Bielang 

expressed appreciation for the $2,500 check the District received at the event. 

 

Mr. Bielang recognized Paula Johnson and her staff for their work on the audit.  The auditing firm 

completed their on-site work in the District today. 

 

Mr. Bielang recognized and thanked the Executive Leadership team and their staff for their work 

over this very busy summer. 
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BOARD EDUCATION 

There were no Board Education items. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

President Van Antwerp opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting.  There 

being no public comment, he opened the floor for Trustee comments. 

 

Mrs. Willson shared positive comments regarding Heimstra Optical’s Stuff the Bus event.  Mrs. 

Willson also remarked on the state’s budget and funding for schools. 

 

Mr. Rathburn praised John Dunlop for his work with students in archery, biking, and fishing; shared 

positive remarks regarding his visit to Lake Center Elementary, and expressed his thoughts regarding 

the Kalamazoo RESA’s Career and Technical Education millage proposal. 

 

Mr. Van Antwerp shared complimentary remarks he received regarding Central High School’s swim 

program providing assistance to Northern High’s swim program.  

 

Mr. Snyder shared highlights of the Board’s Linkage Committee meeting held earlier today.   

 

President Van Antwerp thanked Trustees for their comments. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

President Van Antwerp presented the following Consent Agenda items for approval by the 

Board of Education: approve the July 22, 2019 Regular Business Meeting and the August 12, 

2019 Special Meeting Minutes; approve the purchase of 76 desktop computers from Presidio of 

Wixom, MI in an amount not-to-exceed $29,944.00, the proceeds for which come from the 2016 

Bond Fund #1; and approve a one-year extension of the custodial services contract with Grand 

Rapids Building Services, Inc. for $1,773,372.00, the funds for which will come from the 2019-20 

General Fund Budget. 

 

There being no objection to the items, the motion carried unanimously. 

 

REQUIRED ACTION ITEMS 

There were no required action items. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

Approve New Teacher Appointments 

Motion offered by Mrs. Willson, seconded by Mr. Snyder, that the Board of Education approve 

the following new teacher appointments, as presented:  

Rachel Bell James Long 

Betty Bianco Laura Mercadal 

Madelyn Buhrman Lisa Miller 

Nikki Callen Anne Nower 

Bailey Chapman Maggie Parker 

Alexander Coulombe Hanah Ponitz 

Samantha Crooks Nicole Powell 8



 

 

Miranda Eldridge Christopher Prom 

Amber French Joshua Quist 

Timary Fuller Nicholas Sasak 

Rachael Harding Taylor Triemstra 

Christopher Harris Jr. Shannon Underwood 

Rose Hellmers Marianne Walsh 

Matthew Kolodzieczyk Joseph Wood 

Noah Krzan Madeline Woods 

Rachel Lam Stephanie Wren 

Justin Lehman 

 

 

 

Mr. Brad Galin, Director of Human Resources, shared some facts about the new teacher hires.  Of the 

teachers listed, eight are new to teaching, the average years of experience is 7.1 with the most 

experienced teacher having 19 years of experience, one half of the group has a Masters Degree, the 

teachers come to us from many states and one from Japan.  Mr. Galin added there were 22 teacher 

retirements last year and one this summer.   

 

The motion carried unanimously. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

There were no discussion items. 

 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

 

Barb Atkinson 

Recording Secretary 
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VI. Assurance of District Performance 

1. Monitoring Report 2.6, Asset Protection (GP 4.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by __________________, seconded by ___________________, that the Board 

of Education accept as presented, the Monitoring Report on 2.6, Asset Protection, as a 

reasonable interpretation and evidence of compliance with policy. 
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VI. Assurance of District Performance 

2. Monitoring Report 2.10, Communication and Support to the Board (GP 4.4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by __________________, seconded by ___________________, that the Board 

of Education accept as presented, the Monitoring Report on 2.10, Communication and 

Support to the Board, as a reasonable interpretation and evidence of compliance with policy. 
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VII. Action Items 

 1. Approve New Teacher Appointments (OP 3120) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Motion: 

Motion offered by __________________, seconded by ___________________, that the Board 

of Education approve the following new teacher appointments as presented:  Christopher 

Adams, Elyse Covert, Anna Gwyn, Tayler Kloosterman, Tyronda Law, and Allison Roberts. 
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Bradley D. Galin, MBA, SPHR, SHRM-SCP 
Director of Human Resources 

Phone: 269.323.5152 
bgalin@portageps.org 

 

To:  Board of Education 

From:  Bradley D. Galin, MBA, SPHR, SHRM-SCP 

Date:   September 9, 2019 

Re:  Teacher Appointment Recommendation 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 
It is recommended that the Board of Education approve the appointment of the following teachers for the 

Portage Public Schools: 

 

Christopher Adams – (Shared Time Business/Marketing/Technology) – Chris comes to Portage from 

the Kalamazoo Public Schools and holds both his bachelor’s in business administration and masters in 

career and technical education from Western Michigan University. 

 

Elyse Covert – (North Middle FACS) – Elyse was an intern teacher at Central Middle School last year 

and graduated from Western Michigan University in the Spring of 2019. This will be her first teaching 

assignment. 

 

Anna Gwyn – (Northern HS ELA) – Anna was most recently an intervention paraprofessional at Central 

High School and also provided parapro support at Lake Center Elementary during the 2017/2018 school 

year. Prior experience includes time teaching in Duval County Florida after her graduation from Ohio 

University. 

 

Tayler Kloosterman – (Moorsbridge Kdgt) – Tayler graduated from Western Michigan University and 

completed her student teaching at Lake Center Elementary. In addition to her student teaching, Tayler 

worked for the Curious Kids program during her time in school, becoming a site director for the school 

age care program. 

 

Tyronda Law – (Haverhill Title I) – Tyronda holds her bachelor’s degree in elementary education from 

Western Michigan University and comes to us after teaching at Northeastern Elementary in the 

Kalamazoo Public Schools since 2012. 

 

Allison Roberts – (Amberly Title I) – Allison is joining Portage after teaching at the Washington Writers 

Academy since 2016. She holds her bachelor’s degree in early childhood education from Western 

Michigan University. 
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VIII. Discussion Items 

1. Purchase of Stage Decking / Risers for NMS (OP 6320) 
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VIII. Discussion Items 

2. Delegates for MASB Delegate Assembly (BL 0175) 
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Mark T. Bielang 
Superintendent 
Phone: 269.323.5147 
fax: 269.323.5149 

mbielang@portageps.org 
 

 
 

 

TO: Board of Education 

 

FROM: Mark T. Bielang, Superintendent 

 

DATE: September 9, 2019 

 

RE: Voting Representatives for 2019 MASB Delegate Assembly 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Board of Education certify the following delegate(s):  

 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

and alternate(s):  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

 

for the 2019 Michigan Association of School Boards Delegate Assembly, as presented. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Board of Education participates annually in the MASB Delegate Assembly.  This event will take 

place on Friday, November 8, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. at the Grand Travere Resort in Acme.  Based on the 

District’s student membership, Portage is allowed to send four voting delegates and an equal number 

of alternates to the Assembly.  Our delegates must be certified with MASB by no later than October 

11, 2019. 
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