
Board of Education School District 21-0025
Custer County, Nebraska

Work Session Template
Wednesday, September 3, 2025 11:00 AM
Board Room
323 N. 7th Ave
Broken Bow, NE 68822 

I. Call Work Session to Order

II. Announce Open Meetings Act Posting and Location

III. Verification of Publication and Notification

IV. Public Comment

V. Discussion Items

V.A. Administrator Comments

V.A.1. Carlie Wells, Ass. Principal

V.A.2. Jeff Ellis, Activity Director/Asst. Principal

V.A.3. Malachi Behrens, Elementary Principal

V.A.4. Katie Custer, Special Education

V.A.5. Darren Tobey, Superintendent

V.B. Budget Amendment

V.C. Transfers

V.D. Policy Review

V.D.1. 5019 Communicating with Parents

V.D.2. 5020 Rights of Custodial and Non-Custodial Parents

V.D.3. 5022 Investigations, Arrests, and Other Student Contact by Law 
Enforcement and Health and Human Services



V.D.4. 5023 Student Illness

V.D.5. 5024 Medication of Students

V.D.6. 5025 Student Insurance

V.D.7. 5028 Initiations and Hazing

V.D.8. 5030 Dating Violence

V.D.9. 5031 Student Appearance

V.D.10. 5032 Closed Campus

V.D.11. 5033 Student Driving and Parking

V.D.12. 5036 Lockers

V.E. Board Expectations

VI. Set Board Meeting Agenda

VII. Adjournment



 

5019 

Communicating with Parents 
 

Parents shall be kept informed of student progress, grades, and attendance 
through report cards, progress reports, and parent/teacher conferences.  The 

school district will notify parents if their students are failing or close to failing, 
either through communication from the school or through parental access to 

the district’s student information system.  The school district will endeavor to 
notify parents of failing students prior to entry of the failing grade on the 

student’s report card.  Parents will also be notified of their student’s possible 
failure to meet graduation requirements.  Other pertinent information will be 

communicated to parents by mail, electronic communication, telephone calls, 
by personal contact or other appropriate method.  Official transcripts of 

student progress, grades, and attendance will be sent to other school systems 
upon the student’s transfer when the district receives a written request signed 

by the student’s parent or guardian or upon being notified that the student 

has enrolled in another school.  By providing the school district with their 
telephone number(s), parents agree to receive notifications from the school 

district’s automatic notification system.   
 

 
Adopted on: June 19, 2017 

Revised on: _________________________ 
Reviewed on: ________________________  

 



 

5020 

Rights of Custodial and Non-Custodial Parents 
 

The school district will honor the parental rights of natural and adoptive 
parents unless those rights have been altered by a court. 

 
The term “custodial parent” refers to a biological or adoptive parent to whom 

a court has given primary physical and legal custody of a child, and a person 
such as a caseworker or foster parent to whom a court has given legal custody 

of a child.   
 

The district will not restrict the access of custodial and non-custodial parents 
to their students and their students’ records, unless the district has been 

provided a copy of a court order that unambiguously prohibits access to the 
records or child by either parent.  If the district is provided such a court order, 

school officials will follow the directives set forth in the order.   

 
The district will provide the custodial parent with routine information about his 

or her child, including notification of conferences.  The district will not provide 
the non-custodial parent with such information on a routine basis, but will 

provide it upon the non-custodial parent’s request unless it has been denied 
by the courts. 

 
A non-custodial parent who wishes to attend conferences regarding his or her 

child will be provided information about conference times so both parents may 
attend a single conference.  The district is not required to schedule separate 

conferences if both parents have been previously informed of scheduled 
conference times. 

 
If either or both parents’ behavior is disruptive, staff members may terminate 

a conference and reschedule it with appropriate modifications or expectations. 

 
 

Adopted on: June 19, 2017 
Revised on: _________________________ 

Reviewed on: ________________________  
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5022 

Investigations, Arrests, and Other Student Contact by Law 
Enforcement and Health and Human Services 

 
The school district and its administrators and staff desire to maintain a positive 

working relationship with law enforcement officers and other representatives 

of governmental bodies in the discharge of their duties.  However, this desire 
must be balanced against other equally important factors such as a student’s 

legal rights, ensuring that a student’s time spent in school is for education, 
and acknowledging that the school stands in loco parentis to the students.   

 
“Law enforcement officer” means police officers, county sheriffs, state 

patrolmen, Health and Human Service workers, Child Protective Services 
workers, Office of Juvenile Services workers, probation officers, U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents, Federal Bureau of 
Investigations agents, or any other government investigatory workers. 

 
“Parent” means the biological or adoptive mother or father, guardian, 

responsible relative, or any other person who has claimed legal or actual 
charge or control of the student pursuant to Nebraska law or Title 92 Nebraska 

Administrative Code Chapter 19. 

 
Law enforcement officers are encouraged whenever possible to talk to a 

student away from the school before or after school hours so as to cause as 
little disruption as possible to the student’s education. 

 
Law enforcement officers may be called to the school at the request of school 

administration, or they may initiate contact with the school for their own 
purposes.  Contact between the school and law enforcement officers on 

matters involving students shall be made through the office of the 
superintendent or building principal and the law enforcement officer.  All 

reasonable attempts should be made to avoid embarrassing the student 
before his or her teachers and peers, and to avoid disrupting the student’s 

and school’s education program.  Any questioning by law enforcement officers 
that is permitted should be conducted in a private room or area where 

confidentiality can be maintained.  This should be an area removed from 

observation by or contact with other pupils and school personnel. 
 

School staff shall promptly notify the superintendent when a student is 
questioned, arrested, or removed from school grounds by law enforcement 

officers. 
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School Related Criminal Activity  

This section applies to alleged or suspected criminal activity that occurs on 
school grounds; in a vehicle owned, leased, or contracted by a school being 

used for a school purpose or in a vehicle being driven for a school purpose by 
a school employee or by his or her designee; or at a school-sponsored activity 

or athletic event. 

 
Law enforcement officers will be allowed to contact and question students at 

school regarding school related criminal activity as provided below.   
 

The building principal must be notified before a student may be questioned in 
school or taken from a classroom by law enforcement.  The building principal 

should request identification of the officers, their affiliation with the identified 
law enforcement agency, and whether their purpose is to interview, 

interrogate, or take custody of the student. 
 

The building principal will make reasonable attempts to contact a student’s 
parent for their consent and/or presence before the student is interviewed.  In 

the event that a parent cannot be contacted after reasonable attempts, the 
student will be questioned only if the law enforcement officer identifies 

emergency circumstances requiring immediate questioning.  A building 

principal or designee shall be present for such questioning solely to further 
school purposes or avoid duplication of the investigative process.  The student 

will be brought to a private room and the contact will be made out of sight of 
others as much as practicable. 

 
If the student is suspected of criminal activity, it is the responsibility of the 

law enforcement officer to advise a student of his or her rights against self-
incrimination. 

 
 

The building principal shall document steps taken to notify parents, summarize 
the law enforcement activities, identify the actions taken by the District on 

behalf of the student, and any further contacts with law enforcement officer. 
 

Non-School Related Criminal Activity 

Law enforcement officials may not question students at school unless parental 
consent is obtained or the law enforcement authorities have a warrant or court 

order.   
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Taking a Student into Custody 

Law enforcement officers seeking custody of a student must contact the 
superintendent or building principal.  The principal will request the arresting 

law enforcement officer to provide a copy of the arrest warrant, written 
parental consent, court order, or other document giving authority to take the 

student into legal custody.  If there is no document presented, the principal 

should obtain the officer’s name, badge number identifying the law 
enforcement agency, date, time, the reason for the arrest, and the place to 

which the student is reportedly being taken.  Whenever practicable, the arrest 
or release of the student should be conducted in a location and in a manner 

that minimizes observation by others.   
 

When a law enforcement officer removes a student from the school, the 
building principal will take immediate steps to notify the parent about the 

student’s removal and the place to which the minor is reportedly being taken, 
except when a minor has been taken into custody as a victim of suspected 

child abuse.   
 

Child Abuse and Neglect 
When law enforcement officers seek to investigate reports of alleged child 

neglect or abuse regarding a student, the building principal shall obtain a 

proper identification from the authorities or officials.  If a student interview is 
conducted on school grounds, the building principal or designee and such 

other school personnel as appropriate shall observe the interview. 
 

If the law enforcement officer decides to remove the student from school, 
school officials shall provide the law enforcement authorities with the address 

and telephone number of the student’s parent or guardian.  The principal or 
other school official shall, as a condition of releasing the student to the law 

enforcement officer, require the officer to sign a statement certifying that the 
child is being removed from school premises because he or she is believed to 

be the victim of child abuse and that the officer understands and will comply 
with the legal requirements of NEB. REV. STAT. § 79-294.  

 
Student Records 

Student records will be shared with law enforcement officers only as allowed 

by state and federal law.   
 

Adopted on: June 19, 2017 
Revised on: June 17, 2019 

Reviewed on: June 17, 2019  



5023 

Student Illness 
 

Students who suffer from a significant illness which has an actual or expected 
duration of six months or more may be eligible for accommodations and 

supports under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act or under the Individuals 
with Disabilities in Education Act.  The school will provide accommodations to 

students who are returning to school after a prolonged absence due to illness, 
including pediatric cancer, through a 504 plan or an IEP, as appropriate.  The 

student’s plan will include informal or formal accommodations, modifications 
of curriculum and monitoring by medical or academic staff as determined by 

the student’s IEP team or 504 committee.  Parents and staff will engage in 
ongoing communication about the needs of a student who is facing these 

circumstances.    
 

Students who become ill at school will be sent to the building office where the 

school nurse or other school employee will determine the appropriate 
response.  When a child is too ill to remain at school, a school employee will 

contact the child’s parent(s) and make arrangements for the child to be picked 
up or sent home.  If an illness or injury requires immediate medical attention, 

school officials shall attempt to contact the child’s parent(s) regarding 
treatment for the child.  If the parents cannot be contacted, school officials 

may have the child treated by an available physician.  Students who show 
symptoms of a contagious disease may be sent home, and the district may 

require a physician’s statement before allowing such students to return to 
school.  

 
Parents must complete an emergency information card for each child enrolled 

in the district.  The card should list the family physician’s name, where parents 
or a responsible adult can be located, and any necessary emergency 

instructions. 

 
 

Adopted on: June 19, 2017 
Revised on: _________________________ 

Reviewed on: ________________________  
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5024 

Medication of Students 
 

Whenever possible, parents should arrange medication schedules to eliminate 
the need for giving medication during school hours.  When it is necessary for 

school personnel to administer medication to students, the school district will 
comply with the Nebraska Medication Aide Act, the requirements of Title 92, 

Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 59, (promulgated by the Nebraska 
Department of Education and entitled Methods of Competency Assessment of 

School Staff Who Administer Medication), and all state and federal regulations.  
Parents and guardians who wish to have their child receive medication from 

school personnel must comply with the following procedures: 
 

1. Prescription medication 
 

a. Parents/guardians must provide a physician's written 

authorization for the administration of the medication. 
 

b. Parents/guardians must provide their own written permission for 
the administration of the medication. 

 
c. The medication must be brought to school in the prescription 

container and must be properly labeled with the student's name, 
the physician's name, and directions for administering the 

medication. 
 

2. Non-prescription medication 
 

a. Parents/guardians must provide written permission for the 
administration of the medication 

 

b. The medication must be brought to the school in the 
manufacturer’s container. 

 
c. The container must be labeled with the child’s name and with 

directions for provision or administration of the medication 
 

 The district reserves the right to review and decline requests to 
administer or provide medications that are not consistent with standard 

pharmacological references, are prescribed in doses that exceed those 
recommended in standard pharmacological references, or that could be taken 

in a manner that would eliminate the need for giving them during school 
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hours.  The district may request parental authorization to consult with the 

student’s physician regarding any medication prescribed by such physician. 
 

Adopted on: June 19, 2017 
Revised on: _________________________ 

Reviewed on: ________________________  
 



 

5025 

Student Insurance 

 

The school district is not an insurer of student safety, and parents are 
encouraged to secure insurance covering their students’ healthcare needs, 

including catastrophic coverage for injuries which may be sustained while 
participating in athletics or other extracurricular activities.  The school district 

may disseminate information about insurance plans available for purchase by 
parents for their students from third party vendors. 

 
Adopted on: June 19, 2017 

Revised on: _________________________ 
Reviewed on: ________________________  
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5028 

Initiations and Hazing 

 

Initiations and hazing by members of classes, clubs, athletic teams, or any 
other organization affiliated with the district are prohibited except as 

otherwise permitted by this policy.  Any student engaging in hazing or non-
approved initiations is subject to discipline as permitted by policy and law. 

 
Initiations are defined as any ritualistic expectations, requirements, or 

activities placed upon new members of a school organization for the purpose 
of admission into the organization, even if those activities do not rise to the 

level of “hazing” as defined below. Initiations are prohibited except by 
permission of the superintendent.    

 
Hazing is defined as any activity by which a person intentionally or recklessly 

endangers the physical or mental health or safety of an individual for the 

purpose of initiation into, admission into, affiliation with, or continued 
membership in any school organization.  Hazing activities include, but are not 

limited to, whipping, beating, branding, an act of sexual penetration, an 
exposure of the genitals of the body done with the intent to affront or alarm 

any person, a lewd fondling or caressing of the body of another person, forced 
and prolonged calisthenics, prolonged exposure to the elements, forced 

consumption of any food, liquor, beverage, drug, or harmful substance not 
generally intended for human consumption, prolonged sleep deprivation, or 

any brutal treatment or the performance of any unlawful act that endangers 
the physical or mental health or safety of any person. 

 
Adopted on: June 19, 2017 

Revised on: _________________________ 
Reviewed on: ________________________  

 
 



5030  

Dating Violence  

 

Dating violence, as that term is defined by Nebraska law, will not be 
tolerated by the school district.  Students who engage in dating violence 

on school grounds, in a school vehicle or at a school activity or that 
otherwise violates the Nebraska Student Discipline Act will receive 

consequences consistent with the Act and the district’s student discipline 
policies.   

 
The school district shall provide dating violence training to staff deemed 

appropriate by the administration and in accordance with Nebraska law.   
 

A copy of this policy shall be included in the student handbook.  
 

 

 
Adopted on: June 19, 2017 

Revised on: _________________________ 
Reviewed on: ________________________ 

 
 

 

 



5031 

Student Appearance 
 

Any manner of dress, hair style, make up, cleanliness, or personal 
appearance that constitutes a threat to the safety, health, welfare, or 

morals of the student or others; violates any statute; interferes with the 
education process, or school officials can reasonably predict will 

interfere with the education process; or causes or may cause excessive 
maintenance problems in the school, may be grounds for corrective or 

disciplinary action.  The superintendent or designee may institute 
specific dress code regulations in any school consistent with board 

policy. 
 

Adopted on: June 19, 2017 
Revised on: _________________________ 

Reviewed on: ________________________  

 



5032 

Closed Campus 

 

The preschool, elementary and middle school campuses are closed campuses.  
All students shall remain on the school campus during the hours that school 

is in session unless released by the building principal or building principal’s 
designee.  The building principal or designee will release a student only upon 

confirming that the student has permission from a parent or an authorized 
adult.   

 
The high school (grades 9-12) campus is open campus. Open campus is a 

privilege that may be revoked due to issues with student behavior and 
attendance. 

 
Nothing in this policy shall prevent the school from sending a student home 

when the student is ill.   

 
 

 
 

Adopted on: June 19, 2017 
Revised on: _________________________ 

Reviewed on: ________________________  
 

 



5033
Student Driving and Parking

Students who drive to school are required to park their vehicles and 
leave them unoccupied until it is time to drive home.  The speed limit 
on school property is 15 miles per hour.  Students may not drive or have 
access to their vehicles during the school day without the express 
permission of their building principal or the superintendent of schools.

Students are to park appropriately and in the assigned areas on school 
property.  Student parking shall not be permitted in bus loading zones.  
When the buses are loading or unloading, all vehicles must stop and 
wait for the loading or unloading process to be completed.

By driving a vehicle to school and parking on school grounds, students 
consent to having that vehicle searched by school officials if school 
officials have reasonable suspicion that such a search will reveal a 
violation of school rules.

Adopted on: June 19, 2017
Revised on: June 18, 2018
Reviewed on: June 18, 2018



5036 

Lockers 
 

Lockers are the property of the school district and students are 
permitted to use them without charge.  The assignment of a locker is on 

a temporary basis and may be revoked at any time.  School officials 
may inspect student lockers without any particularized suspicion or 

reasonable cause. 
 

 
Adopted on: June 19, 2017 

Revised on: _________________________ 
Reviewed on: ________________________  
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