Teaching & Learning Center, Becker High

Regular Meeting
Monday, August 7, 2023 6:30 PM

i A

Agenda

PROCEDURAL ITEMS

1.A. Call to Order

1.B. Pledge of Allegiance
1.C. Agenda

1.D. Recognition of Visitors and Public Forum
1.E.Presentations

REPORTS

2.A. Superintendent's Report
2.B. Committee Reports
CONSENT AGENDA

3.A. Minutes

3.B. Financial Report

3.C. Disbursements

3.D. Personnel

3.E.Designation of Identified Official with Authority (IOwWA)

3.F.Coach's Handbook
3.G. 23-24 Fundraisers
GIFTS

POLICY REVIEW

HEALTH INSURANCE RATES FOR 2023-2024
CLOSED SESSION: SUPERINTENDENT REVIEW

ADJOURN

School
12000 Hancock Street
Becker, MN 55308
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August 2", 2023




Agenda:

Progress Update
Q&A



Transportation Building Project Update

- Through all inspector walkthroughs

- District has full access of the facility

- Final concrete sealer is being installed
- Misc. items remain



Middle School & High School Project Update \\
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Middle School Project Update

South Addition (Turnover is contingent on storm windows)
- Ceilings will be padded out after above ceiling electrical inspection
- Terrazzo contractor has started hallway work

- Misc. installations taking place in classroom areas

- Exterior work is ongoing

- Waiting on storm windows

- Ala Carte finishes are being installed

- Music Room is complete

North Addition (Turnover tentatively August 215t)

- Metal panel work has started

- Ceilings are being padded out

- Carpet will be starting Thursday

- Final inspections in the next week and a half ngh School Project Update

- Exterior work is ongoing - HS Office (Turnover tentatively August 215!
- CTE (Turnover tentatively August 28th)
- FACS (Turnover tentatively August 28th)
- Mechanical and Electrical Rough-ins are wrapping up in all areas
- Painting starting soon



Middle School & High School Project Update




Middle School & High School Project Update




Multi-Purpose Field Project Update

- Finishing Turf Install
- Fence installation and final cleaning of surfaces to follow
- Scoreboard installation is tentatively August 30th



Multi-Purpose Field Project Update




Intermediate Renovations Project




Intermediate Renovations Project
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Intermediate Renovations Project




Primary/ECFE Additions & Renovations Project




Primary/ECFE Additions & Renovations Project

Main Entry Addition(Turnover September 15t")

- Steel Installation is ongoing

- Concrete slabs are being poured

- Exterior enclosure to begin once steel is complete

ECFE

- Steel install is ongoing

- Exterior framing is ongoing

- MEP rough-ins are ongoing

- Footings and foundations for the link are being installed.



Primary/ECFE Additions & Renovations Project




Primary/ECFE Additions & Renovations Project
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Education and Leadership for a Lifetime

2100 Freeway Boulevard, Brooklyn Center, Minnesota 55430-1735 | (763) 560-2262, FAX (763) 569-0499 | www.mshsl.org

To: MSHSL Member Schools

From: Erich Martens, MSHSL Executive Director
Date: August 3, 2023

Re: 2023-2024 Membership Dues

Each year the Minnesota State High School League’s Board of Directors approves an annual
budget and sets the membership dues for our member schools. Earlier this week, at the
August 1, 2023, MSHSL Board of Directors meeting, the Board reviewed all financial year-
end documents and established both the 2023-2024 annual budget and the annual
membership dues.

Background

During the challenge of the COVID Pandemic, the Minnesota State High School League
engaged a Financial Advisory Committee in the 2020-2021 school year to establish a
sustainable financial model that would prevent the emergency action needed should
significant disruptions take place. The model developed by the Committee was approved by
the Board in June of 2021 and has been followed since that time.

The Board has determined that, at this time, annual revenue sources shall include
membership dues of $2.25 million on an annual basis. Through the pandemic, and beyond,
the League has received outstanding financial support from its membership and through
strong financial stewardship has dramatically improved the financial position of the League.
Beyond the commitment and financial support of our member schools, expenses have been
contained and there have been increased revenues through a variety of sources which
include:

e Strong attendance at state tournaments,

e Souvenir and merchandise sale increases,

e Assistance through federal financial programs,

e A new sponsorship contract with Playfly Sports Properties,

e Increased streaming and broadcast revenues, and

¢ Increased investment income.

Establishing Membership Dues
The setting of the MSHSL Membership Dues follows the sustainable model developed by the
Finance Advisory Committee. Membership dues have three components: membership,
amount per registered activity, and amount per student. With the annual total dues of $2.25
million determined, the breakdown of per school membership dues would be:

e Membership: $100 per school

e Activity Registration: $160 per activity

e Student Fees: $2.25 per student based on MSHSL enroliment

Member of the National Federation of State High School Associations



Due to the growth in revenues and contained expenses, the League recognized excess
revenues of $2.35 million as of the end of the 2022-2023 fiscal year. As a result of these
excess dollars and decisions by the Board, member schools will receive a credit on both the
2023-2024 and 2024-2025 membership dues. By providing a credit on membership dues for
member schools in two successive years, membership dues will be less volatile and more
predictable. In 2023-2024, the credit to member schools totals $1,425,000 and in 2024-2025,
$925,000 will be credited.

2023-2024 Membership Dues
In May 2023, member schools received information indicating that the projected membership
dues would be the amount listed above. In applying the credit explained above and in
following the sustainable financial model, the resulting membership dues for this year will be
equivalent to:

e Membership: $100 per school

e Activity Registration: $75 per activity

e Student Fees: $0 per student based on MSHSL enroliment

The new membership dues are the lowest membership dues for schools in 13 years. Schools
will see one invoice from the League in mid-August listing both the school's projected
Membership Dues and their resulting credit. The amount paid by schools for 2023-2024 will
be the difference between these two amounts.

The League is directed by the MSHSL Constitution and Board Financial Policy in determining
the limits on League carryover and is diligent in its stewardship of our schools’ contributions.
The Board’s approval of the credits for our member school is fully in line with the long-range
goal of the Financial Advisory Committee that was assembled during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Member of the National Federation of State High School Associations
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Activities: HS Conference Room (contact Dave Niemi @ dniemi@isd726.org)

Community Education: District Office Great Room (contact Michelle Peacock at mpeacock@isd726.org)
Curriculum Advisory: TLC (contact Carla Nolan at cnolan@isd726.0rg)

ECFE: PS Room 107n /Parent Ed Room (contact Sue Hiltner at shiltner@isd726.org)

Facilities: District Office Conference Room (contact Jeremy Schmidt @ (jschmidt@isd726.org)

Finance: District Office Conference Room (contact Kevin Januszewski at kjanuszewski@isd726.org)
Policy: TLC (contact Pete Weismann @ pweismann@isd726.org)

TRAK: TLC (contact Brian Baloun @bbaloun@isd726.org)

Wellness: Virtual (contact Felicia Kittok tat fkittok@isd726.org)


mailto:kjanuszewski@isd726.org
mailto:fkittok@isd726.org

Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 1 July 10, 2023

Chair Jurek called the regular meeting of the School Board of District #726 to order on the 10th day of July, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. in the Teaching & Learning

Center.

Roll Call.

Members present: Troy Berning, Ryan Hubbard, Aaron]wrek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent: None

Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent

Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business Services

CITIZEN COMMENTS: None

SUPERINTENDENT REPORT

COMMITTEE REPORTS: Facilities, Policy, Negotiations

Motion foy Troy Berning, seconded by Pete Weismann to Approve the Cons‘entAgenaﬁ'i as presented:

CONSENT AGENDA

MINUTES FROM THE MAY 18, 2023 SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 5, 2023 REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

DISBURSEMENTS — in the amount of $9,343,624.02

PERSONNEL
Name Status Job Title Location Hrs Per Day/FTE Group Replacing | Effective Wage
Amberg, Camp Opportunity Community
Renee Resignation Lead Staff PS 8 Hours Per Day Education n/a 6/21/23 n/a
Anderson, Social Studies
Regan Resignation Teacher MS 1FTE BEA n/a 7/14/23 n/a

BA Lane, Step

Colberg, 1: 542,723
Katelyn New Grade 4 Teacher IS 1FTE BEA J. Lalli 8/28/23 Annually




Independent School District #726

Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 2 July 10, 2023
Cotton,
Amy Resignation ECSE Teacher PS 1FTE BEA n/a 6/5/23 n/a
2 Hours Cashier / 6
Hours Admin.
Asst. (was 4 Hours
Edling, Change in Cashier, 4 Hours
Jennifer Assignment Cashier/Admin. Asst. DO Admin. Asst.) Multi-Unit n/a 7/1/23 | Use Current
Gohman, 7th Grade Football BEA -
Dan Resignation Coach MS Seasonal Schedule C n/a 6/22/23 n/a
MAA45 Lane,
Step 13:
Grabinger, $76,122
Deb New ECSE Teacher PS 1FTE BEA T. Moon | 8/28/23 Annually
Change in Night Lead
Hansen, Building Custodian (was IS (was D.
Jennifer Assignment Night Custodian) HS) 4 Hours Per Day Multi-Unit | Luethmers | 6/26/23 | Use Current
2nd Grade BA Lane, Step
Hartkopf, Change in Teacher (was SR 1: 542,723
Alysha Assignment Teacher) PS 1FTE BEA J.Benda |08/28/23| Annually
Kent, Head Boys Lacrosse BEA -
Brandon Resignation Coach HS Seasonal Schedule C n/a 6/19/23 n/a
Night Lead
Kolbinger, Change in Custodian (was D.
Jackie Assignment Night Custodian) IS 8 Hours Per Day Multi-Unit | Luethmers | 7/31/23 | Use Current
Grounds Step 3:
Luethmers, Change in Delivery (was Night | District- $18.82 Per
Dave Assignment Lead Custodian) Wide 8 Hours Per Day Multi-Unit | S.Fossan | 6/26/23 Hour
8th Grade English
Pauley, Change in Teacher (was 1st M.
Lauren Assignment Grade) MS 1FTE BEA Kolbinger | 8/28/23 | Use Current
Pingrey, Extracurricular BEA - $3,772 Per
Penny Assignment Musical Director HS Seasonal Schedule C M. Ricci | 08/07/23 Season
MAG0 Lane,
Step 13:
Rebelein, C. $78,272
Paula New Music Teacher PS 1FTE BEA Hogenson | 8/28/23 Annually
Schultz, Special Education
Angie Resignation (DCD) Teacher MS 1FTE BEA n/a 6/9/23 n/a
BA Lane, Step
Swartz, 1: 542,723
Rebecca New Grade 5 Teacher IS 1FTE BEA A. Beedy | 8/28/23 Annually
BA30 Lane,
Step 4:
Treadway, $49,790
Katie New 2nd Grade Teacher PS 1FTE BEA K. Stafford | 8/28/23 Annually




Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 3 July 10, 2023
Wilhelm, Camp Opportunity Community
Grace Resignation Lead Staff PS 7 Hours Per Day Education n/a 6/29/23 n/a
BA Lane, Step
Yoerg, 1:$42,723
Danyelle New First Grade Teacher PS 1FTE BEA L. Pauley | 8/28/23 Annually
HANDBOOKS-

o High School, Middle School, Intermediate School, Primary School, Activities Student Handbooks

o  Community Education & Food Service Employee Handbooks

ANNUAL WELLNESS REPORT, as presented

23-24 FEES, as presenfed

VONCO SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT, as presented

AWARD MILK BID TO PRAIRIE FARMS, as presented

Motion carried unanimous[y.

Motion by Corey Stanger, seconded by Ryan Hubbard, to Accept the Following Gifts.

DONOR PROGRAM GIFT DESCRIPTION

Becker Lions Athletic Dept  Baseball Field Pitching Mound
Clear Lake Lions  Middle School ' Middle School Donation
Coborns Primary School ' More Rewards

Coborns Middle School ' More Rewards

Motion carried unanimous[y.

Motion by Troy Berning, seconded by Corey Stanger, to Approve the School Resource Qfficer Services Agreement with Sherburne County; as presented.
Upon voll call vote, the fo“owing voted in favor ﬂ’lereof: Troy Berning, Ryan Hubbard, Aaron]urek, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann and the fo”ow'mg

voted against: Connie Robinson. Motion carried.
Motion by Corey Stanger, seconded by Troy Berning, to Approve the Following Policy Recommendiations, per 2023 Minnesota Legislative Changes.
102 Equal Educational Opportunity

;8 Drug Free Workplace Drug Free Schools

59 Tobacco-Pree Environment




Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Regular School Board Meeting Page 4 July 10, 2023
424 License Status
506 Student Discipline
509 Enrollment of Nonresident Students
514 Bullying Prohibition

516.5 Overdose Medication

524 Internet Use

532 Use of Peace Officers and Crisis Teams to Remove Students with TEP’s from School Grounds
534 School Meals

601 School District Curviculum & Instruction Goals

602 Organization of School Calendar & School Day
603 Curriculum Development
604 Instructional Curriculum
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Connie Robinson, seconded by Corey Stanger, to Approve the Following Policy Recommendation:
722 Public Data Access Requests

Motion carried unanimous[y.

The meeting was a;j’oumed at 7:.00 p.m.

Aaron]urek, Chair

Pete Weismann, Clerk

Recorder: Ange[a Oswald



Independent School District #726 Becker, Minnesota

Special School Board Meeting Page 1 July 11, 2023

Chair Jurek called the special meeting of the School Board of District #726 to order on the nith day of July, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. in the Teaching & Learning

Center.

Roll Call.

Members present: Troy Berning, Ryan Hubbard, Aaron_]urek, Connie Robinson, Corey Stanger, Pete Weismann

Members absent: None

Others present: Jeremy Schmidt, Supermtendent

Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business Services

The fo”ow'mg Administrators provided arecap of their department goa[s:

Felicia Kittok, Director of Food Service

Carla Nolan, Director of Curriculum & Instruction

Dave Kreﬁ, High School Pr'mcipa[

Jenny Lorentz, Director of Human Resources

Patrick Shipway, Director of Instructional Techno[ogy

Dale Christensen, Primary School Principal

Chantel Boyer, Middle School Principa[ & Ted Aleckson, Middle School Assistant Pvincipa[

Kevin Januszewski, Director of Business Services

This portion of the meeting adfourned at 6:31.

Superintendent Schmidt and 1CS provided a facilities/construction tourwhich concluded at 8:06 p.m.

Aaron Jurek, Chair

Pete Weismann, Clerk

Recorder: Ange[a Oswald



BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT

July 2023
EXPENDITURES
2023-24 2023-24 Remaining %

Fund Budget July2023 Year-to-Date Budget Spent
General 39,144,118 798,421 798,421 38,345,697 2.04%
Food Service 2,471,330 10,876 10,876 2,460,454 0.44%
Community Service 1,750,471 47,695 47,695 1,702,776 2.72%
Debt Service 3,820,887 318,944 318,944 3,501,943 8.35%

S 47,186,806 S 1,175,936 S 1,175,936 $ 46,010,870 2.49%




Name Status Job Title Location Hrs Per Day/FTE Group Replacing Effective Wage
Berthiaume, Karilee Resignation Administrative Assistant PS 8 Hours Per Day Multi-Unit n/a 8/21/23 n/a
Change in Asst. Mechanic (was AM/PM
Bring, David Assignment Driver) Bus Garage 8 Hours Per Day Transportation J. McDonough 7/18/23 $22.63 Per Hour
Bring, David Resignation AM/PM Bus Driver Bus Garage 3.5 Hours Per Day [ Transportation n/a 7/17/23 n/a
Crowley, Jon Resignation Boys Soccer Coach MS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 8/3/23 n/a
BA Lane / Step 1: $42,723
Crowley, Nick New English/Drama Teacher HS 1FTE BEA G. Lynch 8/28/23 Annually
Crowley, Nick Resignation Paraprofessional HS 7 Hours Per Day Multi-Unit n/a 8/2/23 n/a
Change in Special Education Teacher (was BA Lane / Step 1: $42,723
Diemert, Madison Assignment Paraprofessional) MS 1FTE BEA A. Schultz 8/28/23 Annually
Change in Special Education (EBD) Teacher BA Lane / Step 1: $42,723
Goenner, Breann Assignment (was Paraprofessional) PS 1FTE BEA A. Casselius 8/28/23 Annually
Special Education (DCD) BA Lane / Step 1: $42,723
Gunderson, Brittany New Teacher HS 1FTE BEA J. Lynch 8/28/23 Annually
Koubsky, Diane Resignation Human Resources Coordinator District Office 8 Hours Per Day District Office n/a 8/2/23 n/a
Lynch, Greg Resignation Director - One-Act Play HS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 7/13/23 n/a
Lynch, Greg Resignation Director - Spring Play HS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 7/13/23 n/a
Lynch, Greg Resignation Tech Director - HS Musical HS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 7/13/23 n/a
Asst. Director - HS Musical,
Lynch, Greg Resignation Lights & Sound HS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 7/13/23 n/a
House Technician / PAC
Lynch, Greg Resignation Coordinator HS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 7/13/23 n/a
Lynch, Greg Resignation Director - MS Musical MS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 07/13/23 n/a
Lynch, Greg Resignation English Teacher HS 1FTE BEA n/a 07/15/23 n/a




Name Status Job Title Location Hrs Per Day/FTE Group Replacing Effective Wage
Extracurricular DECA Advisor (split with K.
Otto, Joshua Assignment Simon) HS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 9/5/23 $1,667 per Season
BA Lane / Step 2: $44,141
Riley, Weston New Grade 8 Global Studies MS 1FTE BEA R. Anderson 8/28/23 Annually
Sherwood, Michele New AM/PM Bus Driver Bus Garage 3.5 Hours Per Day [  Transportation J. McDonough 8/8/23 $45.35 Per Route
Extracurricular
Simon, Kristina Assignment DECA Advisor (split with J. Otto) HS Seasonal BEA - Schedule C n/a 9/5/23 $1,667 per Season
8 Hours Per Day
Change in (was 4 hours per
Spinler, Angela Assignment Business Office Assistant District Office day) District Office n/a 7/1/23 Use Current
Change in DAPE (Was MS Phy-Ed and
Stevens, Alyssa Assignment DAPE) District-Wide 1FTE BEA n/a 8/28/23 Use Current
Public Relations,
Communications & Marketing
Vealetzek, Jess Resignation Specialist District Office Varied Individual n/a 8/3/23 n/a




BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
12000 Hancock Street
Becker, MN 55308-9585

Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent
Phone: 763-261-4502
jschmidt@isd726.org

Education Identity and Access Management Board Resolution

The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE), Professional Educator Licensing Standards Board (PELSB),
and Office of Higher Education (OHE) require annual designation of an Identified Official with Authority
(IOwA) for each local educational agency that uses the Education Identity and Access Management (EDIAM)
system. The IOwWA is responsible for authorizing, reviewing, and recertifying user access for their local
educational agency in accordance with the State of Minnesota Enterprise Identity and Access Management
Standard, which states that all user access rights to Minnesota state systems must be reviewed and
recertified at least annually. The IOwWA will authorize user access to State of Minnesota Education secure
systems in accordance with the user’s assigned job duties, and will revoke that user’s access when it is no
longer needed to perform their job duties.

Your school board or equivalent governing board must designate an IOWA to authorize user access to State of
Minnesota Education secure websites for your organization. This EDIAM board resolution must be completed
and submitted to the Minnesota Department of Education annually, as well as any time there is a change in
the assignment of the Identified Official with Authority.

It is strongly recommended that only one person at the local educational agency or organization (the
superintendent or exec. director) is designated as the IOwA. The IOWA will grant the IOWA Proxy role(s).

Designation of the Identified Official with Authority for Education Identity and Access Management

Organization Name: Becker Public Schools
6-Digit or 9-Digit Organization Number: 0726-01
Superintendent Name: Jeremy Schmidt

Will act as the IOwWA? Yes

The Superintendent recommends the Board authorize the below named individual(s) to act as the Identified
Official with Authority (IOwA) for this organization:

Print Name: Jeremy Schmidt, Superintendent
Board Member Signature:

Name:

Date:

Once the EDIAM Board Resolution is completed, scan and email it to: useraccess.mde@state.mn.us

Preparing self-directed learners to thrive in a changing global community


mailto:useraccess.mde@state.mn.us

COACHES
HANDBOOK

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL SPONSORED ACTIVITIES GRADES 7-12
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Welcome to Independent School District 726, home of the Bulldogs. We are excited to have you
as part of our Activities Department. This manual is intended to give you an overview of your
responsibilities and opportunities, as well as general information about your coaching/advising
assignment. It is not intended to cover every possible question that may arise during your time as
a coach/advisor, therefore, you are encouraged to contact the Activities Director if you should

have questions.
ACTIVITIES PHILOSOPHY

The contents of this handbook apply to all Becker Public Schools sponsored activities in grades
7-12 unless specifically stated otherwise.

The activities programs in Becker will provide the opportunity and the incentive for each
student athlete to develop mentally, physically, morally, and socially to the fullest of his/her
abilities. The activities programs shall be directed toward the welfare and the best interest of the
student participant.

Becker High School is of the belief that athletics and activities are an integral part of the
educational system. It is believed that activities contribute to the educational process of
developing well-rounded individuals and young adults. Through the combined support and
efforts of the community; school district and activities staff, students are given the opportunity to
participate in the activities program as spectators and competitors.

These educational experiences allow students to benefit in such areas of development as:
interpersonal relationships, group interaction and cooperation, self concept and character, goal
setting and values, leadership, initiative, discipline, loyalty, sportsmanship, physical skills and
growth, and the personal pride and satisfaction participating and competing in these activity
programs.

Since life demands many of the same qualities that are developed through activities, this
opportunity will assist in preparing our students to meet life’s challenges as contributing,
worthwhile citizens.

SPORTS PHILOSOPHY

1. Participation in activities is not a right but a privilege that is earned through sportsmanship,
team play, mental discipline and hard work.

2. Varsity Sports Philosophy: Becker has chosen to compete at the interscholastic level rather
than at the intramural level. With this in mind, winning is an important part of our program. We
feel we can best challenge our athletes to develop their abilities through this type of program. By
no means is it a ‘win at all costs’ philosophy but a strong effort to win the contest will be made
by the players and the coaches through the application of strategies that provide the highest
probability of the best result. The goal of winning may have priority over full participation of all
individuals.



3. Junior Varsity and Middle School Sports Philosophy: At these levels of competitions the
emphasis is put on participation both during contests and during practices. Each participant will
be given the opportunity to develop his/her skills. Contests will be scheduled to develop the
students’ abilities as well as to prepare them for competitive situations. The priority is
participation of all individuals over winning.

Activities Department Mission
District Vision: Developing self-directed learners to thrive in a changing global community
Becker Activities Vision: Instilling key life principles for success

We believe that:
1. participation in activities develop positive attitudes, good citizenship, sportsmanship,
a competitive spirit, and confidence

2. student activities provide life-long learning opportunities

3. student activities promote perseverance and resilience, whether winning or losing the student
participants face challenges with a “can do “attitude and the ability to bounce back from
adversity or experiencing a loss to continue to compete

4. student activities provide a program where everyone understands the safety and
welfare of the participants shall, at all times, be paramount to the outcome of the contest

5. student participants learn the value of teamwork through developing positive
relationships with teammates, opponents, coaches, spectators, and officials

6.. student participants enhance their physical, mental, and spiritual well-being through
participation

7. the character of the student participant is enhanced through the successes and failures that come
through participation

BHS SPORTSMANSHIP CODE OF ETHICS

Sportsmanship is characterized by courtesy, fairness and respect. It is interpreted by the conduct
of the participants, coaches, advisors, school staff and spectators. We at Becker are continually
striving to maintain and improve these qualities.

Becker School District has adopted the following Sportsmanship Code:

1. We will be courteous in speech and action at all times.

2. We will respect our opponent at all times.

3. We will be loyal to our own team but also applaud the abilities of players on all teams.
4. We will obey instructions given by schools and those in charge.

5. We will play according to the rules of each game or contest.

6. We will respect the decisions of game officials.

7. We believe to have a successful team we must have a will to win but will enjoy the
contest; win, lose, or draw.
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CODE OF ETHICS

NATIONAL FEDERATION COACHES ASSOCIATION

The function of a coach is to educate students through participation in interscholastic competition. An
interscholastic program should be designed to enhance academic achievement and should never interfere
with opportunities for academic success. Each student-athlete should be treated as though he or she was the
coaches’ own, and his or her welfare should be uppermost at all times. Accordingly, the NFCA Board of
Directors has adopted the following guidelines for coaches.

The coach shall be aware that he or she has a tremendous influence, for either good or ill, on the education
of the student-athlete and, thus, shall never place the value of winning above the value of instilling the
highest ideals of character.

The coach shall uphold the honor and dignity of the profession. In all personal contact with
student-athletes, officials, athletic directors, school administrators, the state high school athletic
association, the media, and the public, the coach shall strive to set an example of the highest ethical
and moral conduct.

The coach shall take an active role in the prevention of drug, alcohol, and tobacco abuse.

The coach shall avoid the use of alcohol and tobacco products when in contact with players.

The coach shall promote the entire interscholastic program of the school and direct his or her program in
harmony with the total school program.

The coach shall master the contest rules and shall teach them to his or her team members. The coach shall
not seek an advantage by circumvention of the spirit or letter of the rules.

The coach shall exert his or her influence to enhance sportsmanship by spectators, both directly and by
working closely with cheerleaders, pep club sponsors, booster clubs, and administrators.

The coach shall respect and support contest officials. The coach shall not indulge in conduct that would
incite players or spectators against the officials. Public criticism of officials or players is unethical.

The coach should meet and exchange cordial greetings with the opposing coach to set the correct tone for
the event before and after the contest.

The coach shall not exert pressure on faculty members to give student-athletes special consideration.

The coach shall not scout opponents by any means other than those adopted by the league and/or state high
school athletic association.




Coaches Contract Information
Upon your assignment to a coaching/advising position, the Activities Director (A.D.) will
outline your approximate dates of employment, as well as your compensation. In
general, your “season” runs from the first allowable practice date as set by the Governing
Organization—generally the Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) (Note: a
start date may be set as determined by the A.D. for lower level activities) until the
conclusion of your season. For varsity activities, the season ends with the last day of the
State Tournament. The compensation is determined by the contract between the district
and the Becker Education Association (BEA) for Schedule C positions. Each
coach/advisor will be paid in two equal installments according to the season sport
schedule.

Hiring process for coaches/advisors

All Schedule C positions will be posted/hired according to the provisions of the contract
between School District 726 and the designated collective bargaining unit (BEA).

Adding coaches/advisors
Safety, Title IX and a positive activity experience are important factors for the Activities

Department when considering the number of coaches each activity will hire. In general,
coaching requests should be made a year ahead of time within the normal budgetary
process. On occasion, a specific activity may have a larger turnout than expected which
may necessitate the hiring of additional coaches/advisors. If the head coach/advisor of an
activity believes there are sufficient number of participants to warrant an additional
position, they are encouraged to speak with the A.D. and have the justification (statistics)
to justify their request. Upon hearing the justification, the A.D. will review the budget
numbers and will determine whether or not an additional paid (schedule C) position is
requested. All paid (schedule C) positions must be approved by the Becker Board of
Education. The addition of an unpaid (volunteer) coach or advisor will be requested by
the head coach and approved by the A.D.

Professional and Personal Relationships:

Rapport: A coach must develop good rapport with any number of individuals and groups at the
outset: with team personnel; with the student body; with members of the professional staff
involved (teachers, custodians, bus drivers); with the community as a whole and particularly with
the parents, spectators, and athlete; with the media representatives; and with the corresponding
coaches of the league and district.

Cooperation: The Activities Director expects a maximum of cheerful give and take between all
individuals associated in any degree with the comprehensive activities program. Coaches must
work hand-in-hand with the Activities Director, Principal, and other members of the staff.
Limited budgets, extended activity programs, and heavy demands on limited facilities make
“cooperation” the magic word.

Leadership: A coach should be in control at all times. Language, actions, and emotional
displays come under close scrutiny, both in practice and game conditions. A coach is responsible
for every facet of description: school codes and regulations, MSHSL training rules, game rules,



ideals of sportsmanship, even student body and crowd behavior. A coach must instill the
“desire” to win, to do well, and to lose with dignity.

General Responsibilities For All Coaches

For the purpose of this manual, the term “coach” refers to any director, advisor, or coach
employed by Becker Public Schools. Any coach in charge of participants at any level and in any
activity will be expected to maintain a high degree of integrity for carrying out their duties and
responsibilities. Be an example for your athletes in language and behavior (profanity must not
be used).

Listed below are general expectations / responsibilities:

1. One coach should be the first to arrive and the last to leave.

Be sure that all participants have the proper paperwork completed before they are
allowed to practice. Check all players’ eligibility online at www.beckeractivities.com.

3. Establish a policy handbook for your activity that includes team rules and
regulations, attendance requirements, awards, discipline, and other pertinent
information.

4.  Prepare team rosters and load onto the rSchools website prior to the first contest
allowing visiting teams to print.

5. Determine bus times and load onto the rSchools website.

6. Have first aid equipment and medical information available at all times. Have an
Emergency Action Plan in place for serious injury.

7. Always have supervision in the locker room and practice area when possible.

8.  Demonstrate the manner in which equipment is to be worn and make sure all
participants are properly equipped.

. Have a practice plan for all practices.

10. The head coach is responsible for teaching the skills and techniques of the activity and
for instructing other coaches in the program on how the skills and techniques are to be
taught.

11.  Coaches should be dressed in appropriate workout gear during practice and dress
appropriately for all games and trips. Coaches should expect their team to dress
appropriately and they should set a good example.

12.  Assign managers and their duties.



Head Coaches:

The head coach has the year-round responsibility for the development of his/her particular program. In
doing so, the coach is expected to instruct the athletes in the fundamental skills, strategy, and physical
training necessary to realize a degree of individual and team success. In addition, the coach shall
provide student participants instruction that will lead to the formulation of good moral values, pride of
accomplishment, acceptable social behavior, self-discipline, and self-confidence.

1.

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15

17.
. Is responsible for a detailed inventory of all equipment at the end of the season, and is

18

19.
20.

21

Have an understanding of the rules and regulations regarding the sport as presented in the
MSHSL and NFHS rulebook and has a thorough knowledge of the athletic policies in the
Activities Handbook as well as the policies of the MN State High School League, and is
responsible for implementation of those rules, regulations and policies with the entire coaching
staff of their program.

Must satisfy all licensure or certification requirements to be a Head Coach in the State of
Minnesota.

Must complete all MSHSL coaching requirements on or before the deadlines set by the League.
Has full responsibility for the overall supervision of the program including Varsity, Junior
Varsity, B-team, 9" grade, and Middle School teams.

Is in charge of assignments and the delegation of duties for assistant coaches in the program.
Encourages professional growth by joining the state coaches association and attending coaching
clinics with the recommendation that assistant coaches also do the same.

Organizes pre-season meetings for parents, coaches/advisors, players, and guests.

Is responsible for ensuring all participants have completed the necessary eligibility paperwork
before being allowed to participate in the program.

Is responsible for the general health and welfare of the students in the activity.

Is responsible for the conduct and actions of all participants when under his/her supervision.

Is responsible for handing in bus schedules needed in the program and for clearing departure
times with the Activities Director or Activities Director’s Assistant. A list of the students
departing early will also be provided for early dismissals.

Will ensure that all participants have transportation home after returning from an away event. In
addition, will not leave until each player has been picked up after returning home.

Is responsible for supervision of and proper conduct in locker rooms, shower rooms, and play
and practice areas and is to make sure these areas are clean and safe for the participants. Must
make sure that locker rooms are supervised until all students have left the building.

Will secures all doors, lights, and locks before vacating the building.

. Is responsible for reporting scores and statistics to proper newspapers, radio, and TV stations.
16.

Is responsible for keeping emergency phone numbers easily accessible for all coaches in the
program and for having an Emergency Action Plan to handle serious injuries. This Plan is also
to be on file in the Activities Director’s office.

Is responsible for the general upkeep and protection of the equipment in the program.

responsible for properly cleaning and storing all equipment in the designated areas.
Instills in each participant, a respect for equipment and school property.

Works with the Activities Director to recommend program purchases within the allocated
budget for their program.

. Is responsible for keeping records as requested by the Activities Director, especially attendance,

injuries, disciplinary problems, and post-season awards. Lists of post-season awards will be
given to the Activities Director immediately following the season for record keeping and/or for
the printing of awards.



22.

23.

24.

Will complete the post-season evaluation materials provided by the Activities Director and will
return those materials in a timely manner at the completion of the season. A face-to-face
meeting will be scheduled with the Activities Director to discuss evaluation materials.

Will work together with booster organizations and other community groups to positively
promote their activity.

Has a primary responsibility of striving to build good sportsmanship and developing good
public relations in the school and community.

Assistant Coaches:

1. Have an understanding of the rules and regulations regarding the sport as presented in the
MSHSL and NFHS rulebooks.

2. Keep abreast of all rules and rule changes; attend rules interpretation meetings,
innovative ideas and coaching techniques by attending clinics and reading.

3. Assist head coach in overall development of the program.

4. Assume responsibility for care of equipment and facilities.

5. Assume supervisory control over participants and teams you have been assigned and over
all participants when such control is needed.

6. Be in attendance at all practices and games and arrive early for games and practices.

7. Supervise locker room areas until all participants under your supervision have left the
building.

8. Emphasize safety precautions; be aware of best training procedures and injury prevention
action.

9. Apply discipline in a firm and positive manner.

10. Conduct self and teams in an ethical manner during contests and practices.

11. Instruct participants in rules of the game, rule changes, new developments, and
innovative ideas.

12. Is responsible for teaching proper skills under the direction of the head coach.

13. Assist in return, storage, and inventory of equipment.

14. Recommend participants for awards.

15. Assist with awards banquet.

16. Additional responsibilities as assigned by the head coach.

Middle School Coaches:

Middle School coaches are under the direction of the head coach and the Activities Director.
The responsibilities listed below are to serve as a guide to middle school coaches. Additional
responsibilities may be inherent in certain programs and may be assigned by the head coach or
the Activities Director.

Has full responsibility for the supervision of the middle school program and is
answerable to the head coach and the Activities Director.

Is responsible for working with other middle school coaches in the program.

Is responsible for keeping practice periods within the confines of the practice schedule set
up by the Activities department and for keeping the Activities Director informed of any
changes.

Is responsible for the protection and upkeep of equipment.

Communicate regularly to the head coach and activities director regarding developments
in the program.

Is responsible for a complete inventory at season end.



10.
11.

12.

13

14.

Is responsible for proper storage of equipment

Is responsible for keeping records as requested by the head coach and Activities Director
such as attendance, injuries, etc.

Is responsible for teaching good sportsmanship and developing good public relations in
the school and community.

Is responsible for seeing that each participant has turned in the proper eligibility forms.
Is responsible for the actions and conduct of the team at all times when it is under his/her
supervision..

Will ensure that all participants have a ride home after returning from road trips, and will
not leave until all participants have been picked up by a parent or parent designee.

. Is responsible for making sure that locker rooms, shower rooms, and practice and game

areas are safe and clean.
Is responsible for keeping emergency phone numbers easily accessible and has an
Emergency Action Plan in place.

Volunteer Coaches

Volunteers can be a vital component of successful activities programs. In general,
volunteers should be used to augment, not replace, hired coaches and advisors. There are
guidelines that must be followed for coaches/advisors to entertain the usage of volunteers
in an activity. All volunteers must be pre-approved by the A.D. so a background check
form can be filled out and submitted BEFORE they begin working with our
student-athletes. This does not include the use of parent volunteers for one-time events
such as scorekeeping or chaperoning. Volunteers should not transport students in
vehicles. If volunteers are utilized, they can supervise students, but should not have sole
supervisory authority for students. In other words, volunteers should not be the first or
last one present at an activity and should not have duties such as unlocking/locking
buildings, fields, etc. A paid coach/advisor must provide oversight of the volunteer.

MSHSL Coaches Dashboards and Continuing Education Requirements

All coaches of teams in Grades 7-12 are required to create a Coaches Dashboard on the
MSHSL website. Once this has been done, coaches of athletes in grades 7 and 8 must
complete Continuing Education Requirement (CER) Units 1 and 2 and coaches of
athletes in grades 9-12 must complete CER Units 1-3. CER #1 includes the Concussion
Protocol, and CER #3 is the General Rules meeting, and CER#3 is the Sport-specific
Rules meeting.

Practices
All practices are to be supervised by the contracted coach or advisors at all times. Any
replacement coach/advisor must be approved in advance by the AD.

1.

All practices must be scheduled so they can be put on the facilities calendar. Coaches are
to do their best to avoid scheduling practices during parent-teacher conferences or open
houses so as to not interrupt the opportunity for students and parents to discuss academic
achievement with staff during those events.

Sunday meetings or practices with activity participants are prohibited by the MSHSL.
Practices on other holidays must be voluntary with clear indication that they are
voluntary. Practices when there is no regular classroom instruction scheduled or over
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extended periods without school may be scheduled by the coach with the approval of the
AD. No practices will be held after 6:30pm on Wednesday.

Injury Care and Reporting
All participants must be reminded repeatedly to report all injuries to their coaches as soon

as possible. Coaches should administer first aid they feel qualified to handle and refer the
participant to the Athletic Trainer, parents, or physicians for severe injuries.

Each coach/advisor, regardless of level, is ultimately responsible to provide a safe
environment for each participant. All coaches/advisors are encouraged to maintain a
current CPR and First Aid certification, if possible. If a participant is injured, the
coach/advisor shall provide a detailed description of how the injury took place and what
steps were taken by the coach(s) or if the Emergency Action plan was enacted. This
description should be shared to the Athletic Trainer, School Nurse, and the Activities
Director. The coach should also contact the parents of the injured athlete to inform them of
the injury. Emergency parent contact information is available for coaches at
www.beckeractivities.com.

When an athlete/participant is injured and must seek medical treatment, the coach/advisor
will ensure that the athlete does not participate again until the participant is
cleared/released by the Athletic Trainer. The Athletic Trainer will be responsible for
injury management and written clearances/releases provided from a doctor.

Discipline With Participants
From your position as coach, you may provide one of the greatest opportunities to

understand the need for discipline that a student may encounter in the total educational
experience. Your practice procedures, attendance regulations and game tactics, as well as
the manner in which you deal with rule violations will reflect your disciplinary abilities
and greatly determine your effectiveness as a coach. The head coach is usually the judge
of what shall be done when rules are violated, but the principal and activities director
must be informed when any serious violation occurs.

Some standard guidelines might help to be more consistent when major infractions do
occur:

1.  We want to be firm, but ensure that justice prevails.

2. We are concerned first about what is best for all participants and second with what
is best for the individual.

3. Suspension is usually the best device where major discipline is needed because it
is felt most strongly by the participant and makes it clear that the team will do
without him/her if he/she does not live up to the standards set. It is here that
explanations be given fully to the participant and his/her parents. The suspension
may be for a definite period of time or it may be indefinite if some type of
corrective behavior must be displayed.

Discipline may be the key to the success of your team. Be firm, be fair, and be

consistent. Make sure your athletes know the standards by which you are going to run
your team.
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Transportation Requirements and Guidelines

All team members and managers must travel on the assigned bus to and from the event.
Written permission from the parent or guardian is necessary in the Activities Office
before leaving on the trip if a student will be riding home with an adult over the age of 21
who is not their parent or legal guardian. The coaches/advisors will receive notification
from the Activities Office if permission is granted.

Coaches Responsibilities On Trips:

1.

SANNANE Il N

Hold a team meeting before departure to finalize the itinerary. Participants should inform
parents of these facts. This should be done in writing for special trips such as state meets
or overnight trips. Include addresses and phone numbers of hotels. Each participant must
double check equipment and assume responsibility for it throughout the trip.
Prepare a checklist of equipment needed.
Any injured participant may only be released to parents or to the doctor.
Inform participants on the safekeeping of valuables.
Travel itinerary should be cleared with the Activities Director’s office.
No inappropriate behavior will be allowed and no obscene language will be allowed. Set
standards of behavior and hold to them.
Bus/Restaurant/Hotel Conduct:
The coach should double check locker rooms, hotel rooms, restaurants, and buses to
make sure nothing is left and that everything is picked up and that no damage is done. Do
not tolerate horseplay, loud shouting, hanging out of windows, or other inappropriate
behavior. Set rules up ahead of time. The coach is responsible for bus conduct, not the
driver.

Use of Opponents Dressing Facilities:
Coaches should discuss with team members appropriate conduct when using dressing
rooms. The condition of the facility should be noted upon arrival and before leaving to
protect against vandalism. Also, guard against stolen items. Any item found is to be
turned in to the Activities Director for return to the opponent. Also, double check so
equipment is not left behind.

School Closin

When school is closed or dismissed after being in session due to inclement weather, no
formal practice or scheduled events may be held that day. The following policy will be
followed:

1.  Early Dismissal: When school is dismissed early due to inclement weather, there
will be no practices or scheduled events for the remainder of that day.

2. Closed for Entire School Day: When school is closed for the entire day due to
weather conditions, there will be no formal practice or scheduled events that day.
**Rare exception may be for a Region-sponsored event. AD, Superintendent of
Schools, and Transportation Director will discuss and make a decision based on
the safety of any students/staff involved with the activity that is to take place that
day.

3. Late start: When school has a late start, there will not be any practices or
scheduled events before school. **Exception would be if the Superintendent
approves such a practice before school start times.
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Budget and Purchasing

1.

Scheduling
1.

Uniforms for each activity will be replaced as necessary upon the approval of the
AD.

All purchasing will be the responsibility of the AD based on budget or fundraising
availability.

Head coaches are responsible for submitting requests for purchases of equipment
and capital items to the AD in a timely manner to ensure delivery prior to the start
of their season.

All activity schedules are the responsibility of the AD. Each coach is encouraged
to assist in the scheduling as much as possible.

All officials will be scheduled by the AD. Recommendations from coaches are
important.

Eligibility of athletes/participants
Before a student can participate in a school-sponsored activity, they must meet certain

eligibility requirements. Students should register online at www.beckeractivities.com.
Once all of the paperwork is complete, a copy of their most recent physical has been
turned into the Activities Office, and the activity fees are paid, they will show up on the
online coaches report that they have met the eligibility requirements. Students should not
be allowed to participate, even in practices, without all portions of the online eligibility
paperwork complete.

It is the coaches/advisors responsibility to be familiar with both the School’s and the
MSHSLs rules for eligibility. Any reports of school or MSHSL violations should be
forwarded immediately to the A.D. Players who are ruled ineligible by the A.D. will still
be expected to be part of all team activities/practices and follow the same guidelines as
those eligible participants, except in cases where the participant is excused from school or
to be making up missing work or studying for class. Students must communicate with the
coach if they miss practices due to academic responsibilities.

Fundraising

Coaches/advisors should consult the ISD 726 policies on fundraising, as all school or
team sponsored fundraisers must be submitted for prior approval by the Superintendent
and the Board of Education. The accounting of the funds from these fundraisers shall be
the responsibility of the coaches and/or individual sports associations or booster clubs. In
general, participation in fundraisers shall not be a prerequisite for players or participants
and shall not be used to determine playing time issues or status with the team. In
addition, the utilization of fundraisers by individual teams should be kept to a minimum.

Money raised should be used exclusively for augmenting the experience for players and
should not be used for coaching apparel or other coaching perks. All fundraising requests
should be discussed with and submitted to the A.D. before it is presented to the
Superintendent for approval.
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Clinics and State Tournaments

1.  Coaches that are district employees that wish to attend coaching clinics or state
tournaments must get prior approval from the AD and the building principal in
which the coach works.

2. Any tuition expense for attending a clinic for credit must be paid by the coach.

3. Registration, tickets, and parking for clinics and state tournaments will be paid for
by the school district and/or the activity account (Fund 15).

4.  Each head coach and top varsity assistant coach/advisor may attend one day of the
state tournament/performance for their activity. If the coach/advisor is an
employee of the district, the substitute will be paid, but all other related expenses
will be borne by the coach/advisor.

5. For teams/individuals participating in the state tournament/performance, the
varsity and junior varsity level coaches in that activity will be permitted absences
from school to perform their coaching duties.

6.  State Tournament Pay (as per BEA contract): Coaches required to work beyond
the regular season will be paid:

For Team Participation: For every week beyond two weeks of the last regular
season competition, varsity coaches and varsity assistants will receive 5% of their
salary per week of competition.

For Individual Participation: For every week beyond two weeks of the last regular
season competition, varsity coaches and varsity assistant coaches will receive 3%
of their salary per week of competition.

A coach that meets both criteria will be paid the higher of the two amounts. A
week is defined as beginning on Monday.

Expense reports (MSHSL, conference/section meetings, etc.)
Occasionally, the MSHSL, the Section and Conference may require attendance at certain
meetings for coaches/advisors depending on the level of the activity. For these required
meetings, the district will either provide a means of transportation or will reimburse
mileage to the coach/advisor. Each coach/advisor should consult with the A.D. in regards
to the required meetings for the MSHSL sponsored activity and ensure that mileage
reimbursement is built into the budget.

Keys/Fobs
Paid coaches/advisors will be issued keys and fobs for the areas which they need to access for

practices and contests. These keys are not to be lent to other unauthorized staff and it is the
coaches/advisors responsibility to ensure that areas are secured when the activity is finished.
Keys and fobs for lower level coaches shall be turned in to the A.D. at the end of the activity
season.

Building Security
Each district building utilizes a security system and coaches/advisors should become

familiar with the operation of the system within a building they will be utilizing for
practices or contests. Key fobs for the system will be issued to each paid position coach
or advisor and shall not be lent to unauthorized users. It is the responsibility of the
coach/advisor to ensure each room or locker room is locked and all participants have left
or been picked up before they leave the premises. If the contest or practice is held outside
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the normal school day or when custodial staff is not present in the building, the head
coach/advisor will ensure the building is locked down and secured.

Fitness Center Usage
Conditioning and strength are key components to successful performance. Supervision is

a key factor in ensuring the safety of our students while in the fitness center.
Coaches/Advisors shall not open the fitness center for students without supervision. The
coach/advisor shall remain in the fitness center to ensure that the proper lifting techniques
and the safety of each student is being upheld. Coaches/Advisors should make sure that
the Fitness Center and locker room areas are vacated and secured at the completion of the
workout session.

General Facility Usage
Coaches and advisors should work with the Community Education Assistant before each

season to create a facility usage schedule. The scheduling of practice areas will require
cooperation and collaboration by all facility area users to ensure maximum utilization of
practice areas. Contests, whether middle school or upper level, will take precedence over
practices. All activities using the facility must be on the facilities calendar so the custodial
staff will be aware of facility usage and double-booking does not occur.

Equipment Check and Inventory
Before each season, coaches/advisors will be responsible for an inventory and safety
audit of their equipment and facilities and will inform the Activities Director of any
deficiencies. It is the coaches/advisors responsibility to inspect the equipment and
facilities to the best of his/her ability before the season in order to provide the safest
possible experience for the participants. All equipment must be cleaned, repaired, and
stored in the appropriate area at the completion of the season.

Coaches/Advisors Evaluations and End of Season Report
Upon completion of each season, the Activities Director will provide each head
coach/advisor with final evaluation/end of season report paperwork that will need to be
completed by the coach/advisor. Each head coach/advisor should then schedule a time
with the Activities Director to complete a season and program evaluation. At this time,
the Activities Director shall discuss the progress of both the coach and the program and
evaluate the direction of the program for the future. Areas of needed remediation shall
also be identified (if applicable). Head Coaches/Advisors are encouraged to have a
discussion with each coach in their program as an evaluation of their performance for the
season. The Head Coach should be able to also notify the Activities Director of any
coaching vacancies that the program may face for the next school year/season. It is the
responsibility of the head coach to keep and maintain all records, both team and
individual and to submit a summary of the season including participants, won-loss record,
award winners, and recommendations for the program to the AD. This should be
completed no later than 3 weeks following the completion of the season.
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Awards & Lettering Guidelines
A list of the activity awards are listed in the Activities Handbook. While an individual

coach has discretion on the awards to be given, the Activities Department will only
provide for three of those listed in the Activities Handbook. The purchase of any
additional awards will be the responsibility of the individual program. All
coaches/advisors are expected to follow the lettering guidelines as printed in the
Activities Handbook. If lettering guidelines have changed, it is the responsibility of the
head coach to inform the Activities Department of those changes so the handbook can be
updated.

Activities Banquets
The head coach will make arrangements for their individual awards banquet. The AD’s

office should be informed of the date so that it can be placed on the school calendar. The
expenses for the activity banquets are the responsibility of the program.

Conflict Resolution Protocol/Chain of Command
In order to respect the rights of all involved parties, a system has been implemented to
deal with concerns that may arise during the season. This chain of command is important
to ensure these concerns are dealt with in a timely and productive manner.

I have a conflict? How do I proceed?

Conflict is almost inevitable when working with passionate, highly focused and dedicated
people. While good communications and clear guidelines will help limit conflict, there
must be clear protocols in place to deal with conflict when it arises.

The following steps should be followed when a concern is voiced. Our goal should be to
resolve conflict at the lowest intervention level possible, but do not hesitate to follow the
entire process if necessary. It is always wise to keep the Activities Director aware of any
conflicts that are being handled in your program, no matter what level the intervention is at
currently. School District Policy 103 will be followed regarding complaints from students,
employees, parents, or other persons.

Steps in Resolution of Conflict
Parents and coaches/advisors are strongly encouraged to maintain open lines of
communication. A procedure has been developed for the purposes of establishing and
maintaining the lines of communication between the school, parents/guardians and
students, for the resolution of concerns related to the activities program.
The steps below are designed as protocol to follow until resolution is reached. If an issue
rises to steps 3 or above, it is to be guided back to step 1. Every effort should be made
to resolve all issues at the lowest possible level. A majority of issues are solved at the
first step if allowed to occur.

Step 1 Coach/Advisor/Student: The student and the coach/advisor will meet to discuss

the issue. This meeting should occur within five days of the incident. The goal of this
meeting is to bring closure to the concern.
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Step 2 Coach/Advisor/Student/Parent: The parent and student should schedule a
meeting with the coach/advisor within five school days of incident or within five days of
the initial meeting between the coach and student. Meeting time must be convenient to
both parties. The meeting agenda is limited to the initial issue. Coaches/advisors may
request administrative presence at the meeting, but the coach/advisor will run the session
and provide a detailed summary for the Activities Director.

In order for the discussion between the parent and coach to be productive, the following
times to approach a coach/advisor should be avoided:

* either prior to or immediately following a game (24-hour cooling off period)

* during a practice session

* during a time when other teammates are present

* a time when it is apparent there will not be sufficient time to allow for a complete
discussion.

Step 3 Coach/Advisor/Student/Parent/AD: If no closure is attained at the meeting, the
coach/advisor must create a written summary of the meeting within five school days for
review by the Activities Director. If the parent requests a meeting with the Activities
Director, a Step 3 Form (that can be obtained in the Activities Office) must be completed by
the person with the conflict and turned into the Activities Director. The Activities Director
will set up a meeting with the coach/advisor, parent, and student (at the discretion of the
Activities Director). After the meeting, the Activities Director will make a ruling on the issue
and share the findings and solution strategy with the family, coach/advisor, and building
principal.

Step 4 Parent/Principal: If the established ruling/strategy is still unacceptable to the family they
may then meet with the building principal to discuss alternatives. The Activities Director,
coach/advisor, and/or student will be present at the meeting with the parent and principal
at the principal’s discretion.

Other key points:
* Playing time and team selection are determined solely by the coaching staff. These
discussions should be between the coach/advisor and the student. A parent may only be
involved in these discussions if the student is present (should not exceed step two).
* Calls should be directed to school contact numbers only.
* Data privacy rules must be maintained; do not discuss other students.
* Failure to follow the process may impact the final ruling on the issue.
* If the parent refuses to involve the student in the process, the conflict resolution process
is compromised.
* Respectful communication is expected between both parties; if at any time the meeting
becomes confrontational, it will be terminated with a possible reschedule.
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Guidelines for Playing Time
All playing/participation time is not a right but a privilege that is earned through

sportsmanship, team play, mental discipline, regular attendance at practices, and hard
work.

Varsity Sports/Activity Philosophy
Becker has chosen to compete at the interscholastic level rather than at the intramural
level. With this in mind, winning is an important part of our program. We feel we can
best challenge our athletes/activity participants to develop their abilities through this type
of program. By no means is it a win at all costs philosophy but a strong effort to win the
contest will be made by the players/participants and the coaches. For non-competitive
activities or ones without an opponent or standards based judging, a strong effort to
achieve maximum potential will be the focus.

At the Varsity level, the head coach shall determine the playing time of individual
players. An effort will be made to win the contest and there is no guarantee of playing
time.

At the Junior Varsity level, the coach shall determine the playing time of individual
players. However, the emphasis on winning will be less than at the varsity level. At the
Junior Varsity level, coaches shall try to develop players to enable them to be ready for
varsity level competition.

At the Sophomore level, the coach shall determine the playing time of individual players.
At this level, an emphasis will be placed equally upon winning and player development.
All playing time will not be equal, but all players will be given an opportunity to develop
their skills through practices and contests.

At the Freshman level, the coach shall determine the playing time of individual players.
Player development will be the main focus of this level, yet the goal of the contest will be
to be competitive and win when possible while still allowing every participant the chance
to compete. Extra time may be scheduled to allow the less skilled players the opportunity
to compete.

Middle School Sports/Activity Philosophy
At these levels of competitions the emphasis is put on participation both during contests

and during practices. Each participant will be given the opportunity to develop his/her
skills. Contests will be scheduled to develop the students' abilities as well as to prepare
them for competitive situations. Teams may be divided by skill level, and the coach will
still determine playing time for individuals, but an emphasis will be placed on equal time
for all. A goal is set to win the contest but not at the cost of not allowing a certain
individual a chance to participate. Playing time will be as equal as possible in the Middle
School levels, but will be based on other factors as the level of the sport/activity increases
by grade level.
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Limiting Squad Size
If an activity has a large number of participants, too large to safely and effectively
conduct practices, the coach/advisor may limit the squad size. If this is deemed
necessary, there will be an evaluation/tryout period for that activity as determined by the
coach or advisor. If a student participant does not qualify for team membership following
the evaluation/tryout period, the participant will be offered a full refund for the activity
fee paid.

ACTIVITIES ACCELERATION POLICY
Participation by students on athletic teams representing the Becker Schools will normally
be limited to those students representing the school that they attend for regular classes
(i.e. Varsity teams should have only students from the High School). Such teams
constitute an integral part of the educational programs and are primarily designed to serve
the needs of only the students of that school.

This policy represents the basic guideline for athletic participation in Becker. However,
on rare occasions, a middle school athlete may be so physically and emotionally mature,
as well as athletically gifted, that consideration should be given to allowing that student to
leave his/her middle school team and compete at the senior high level. Such a decision
requires a thoughtful and critical look at the needs of the student and concern for his/her
physical, mental, and emotional well being, and the best interests of the student’s total
development. In addition to the specific student concerns, the effect on the middle school
and senior high school programs must be considered. At the middle school level,
emphasis shall be placed on participation and skill development as compared to the
philosophy of stronger competitiveness and playing to win at the senior high level. The
welfare of the student must be the focus of all recommendations and decisions.

CONSIDERATIONS TO EXAMINE

Physical abilities and emotional needs of the student(s).

Effect on both middle school and high school programs.

Academic performances of the student(s).

Students, parents, coach, principal, and activities director are in agreement.

ACCELERATION PROTOCOL

1. The head varsity coach will initiate in writing the proposed acceleration to the high school
activities director.

2. The varsity coach, middle school coach, middle school Principal, middle school guidance
counselor, high school Principal, and activities director will review the proposed acceleration
and come to a mutual agreement if the acceleration should take place.

3. If the recommendation is to further consider acceleration, the parents/guardians and the
student will then be notified by the head varsity coach and asked to review the
recommendation in a meeting with the coach and activities director both present.

4. Once the student has been accelerated, the student will have a two-week evaluation period. At
the end of that time, a final decision on placement for the season shall be made.
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5. Once the student has passed the two-week evaluation period, the student must remain at the
level and may not return to a lower level for the remainder of the season. The athlete would
not play at the lower level when the accelerated level of competition has been completed in
the same season.

DEFINITIONS

A. Grade levels 9, 10, 11, and 12 shall be considered as senior high programs.

B. Grades 7 and 8 shall be considered the middle school program.

C. Individual or Team Programs:
Students in 7" and 9" grade are strongly encouraged to participate in programs available
at their age level. While MSHSL rules state that all 7-12 students are eligible to
participate in the 9-12 program, it is the general practice of School District #726 not to
accelerate students from middle school programs to senior high school MSHSL team
programs. However, when extenuating circumstances arise, any exceptions to this
practice will be reviewed through the use of the Acceleration Protocol.

D. Combined Individual/Team Programs:
Some programs have combined middle and high school levels to ensure the opportunity
for all students. In 7-12 combined programs, students are eligible to compete without use
of the Acceleration Protocol.

All names of 7™ and 8" grade students competing at a JV or Varsity level in combined
programs shall be promptly forwarded to the Activities Office. This information will also
be given to the middle school administration.

NOTE: 6™ grade students are not eligible to participate in any 7-12 activity programs (as
per MSHSL policy).

Title IX guidelines
Questions concerning Title IX should be directed to the Director or Human Resources.

Because compliance is a top priority for our programs, it is asked that coaches/advisors
communicate with the Director of Human Resources on any issues that could affect our
district’s commitments regarding Title IX.

Recruiting Policies
It is the goal of Becker schools to maximize participation in each of its activities. As part
of this process, coaches and advisors are expected to recruit potential participants for
their activity. In general, only those students not currently participating in a same season
activity should be approached and/or asked to participate. A good rule of thumb is for all
coaches and advisors to ask a student first if they currently participate in an activity
during said season. If the student answers in the affirmative, wish the student luck in their
activity. If not, then it is permissible and encouraged for coaches and advisors to invite
the student to join their activity or learn more about the activities being offered during
that time.

Academic Extracurricular Activities
Becker offers several academic extra-curricular activities and encourages students to be
involved in these activities. Some examples of current offerings include Visual Arts,
Drama (HS Musical, MS Musical, and One and Three Act plays), and Yearbook.
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Coaches of sports teams are encouraged to work with students who are involved in these
academic extracurricular activities to accommodate schedules when possible. Advisors of
these academic extra curricular activities are encouraged to work with the A.D. and
communicate on a regular basis about said activity and provide suggestions or
recommendations about the program and its needs.

Academic Lettering

There are opportunities for students to earn recognition for academic achievement. Such
opportunities include: academic lettering, academic all state awards, and MSHSL
Spotlight on Scholarship awards, and the Scholar Athlete Award. Each coach/advisor
should work with the A.D. to ensure that academic excellence is honored by each
sport/activity.

Suggested Topics for Parent meetings:

Your Purpose Statement

Contact information and best method/time to contact
Practice schedules/calendar of events
Eligibility/Registration paperwork

Importance of Academic eligibility

Lettering policy

Conflict Resolution Policy- 24hr. “cooling off”” period
Team selection/evaluation process- Limiting Squad Size
Playing time philosophy
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BECKER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Fundraisers

June 30, 2023
Type of Dates Purpose of
Organization Fundraiser Advisor Held Fundraiser
Becker Middle School Cookie Dough sales Chantel Boyer & Ted Aleckson Jan-Feb 2023  Help Alleviate costs of field trip costs for students
Becker Intermediate School Amazon Wishlist Sara Edwards Dec-2022 Create calming boxes for classrooms
Becker Intermediate Media Center Book Fair Karen Landsverk Nov-May 22-23  Purchase books for Media Center

Becker Boys Soccer

Becker Boys Soccer

Becker Boys Soccer

Becker Football Boosters

Becker Football Boosters

Becker Football Boosters

Becker Band Boosters

Becker Girls Swim & Dive

Becker Dance Team

Becker Dance Team

Becker Dance Team

Becker Dance Team

Becker Dance Team

Becker Dance Team

Becker Cross Country (Boys & Girls)
Becker Cross Country (Boys & Girls)
Becker Boy's Golf

Becker Choir

Becker Band Boosters

Becker DECA

Scarf Fundrasier

J & J Athletics-White out
Chipolte fundraiser

Sell Pork Chops at Home games
50/50

Send letters for sponsors

Coffee & Tea Sale

Meat Raffle-Lions

Luige's Pizza sales

Becker Dance Invitational Meet
Chipolte fundraiser

Great Becker Dance Together Show
Adult Prom

Bagging groceries at Cub foods
Sponsor Summer Miles

Email & Text Ask Campaign
Coupon Card Sale

Candy bar sales

Dallas Brass Concert

School Store Sponsors

Nick Crowley

Nick Crowley

Nick Crowley

Dwight Lundeen

Dwight Lundeen

Dwight Lundeen

Craig Vogl

Tina Tamm

Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen & Melissa Dumonceaux
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen & Melissa Dumonceaux
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen & Melissa Dumonceaux
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen & Melissa Dumonceaux
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen & Melissa Dumonceaux
Nadia Fischer-Danzeisen & Melissa Dumonceaux
Trish Reimer-Kealy, Dustin Weege

Trish Reimer-Kealy, Dustin Weege

Hunter Moen

Gretchen Bordson

Craig Vogl

Josh Otto & Kris Simon

Ongoing

Aug-Sept 2022
June-Aug 2023
Aug-Nov 2022
Aug-Nov 2022
Aug-Nov 2022

Oct 17 to 31 2022
Sept. 15 - May 15, 23
Oct 15-Nov 9, 22
Dec 17,22

Nov 19, 22

Nov 18, 22

Apr 1,23

Apr 6,23

Jun 23-Sept 23

Aug 23-Sept 23
Aug-Nov 2023
2-13-23 to 3-2-23
3-29-23

May 10 2023-Sept 30 2023

Team equipment

Team equipment

Team equipment

Team expenses

FB equipment

Team expenses

Travel Expenses

Team & Pool Equipment
Supplies for team events
Uniforms

Uniforms

Uniforms

Uniforms & Team expenses
Uniforms & Team expenses
Team Supplies

Equipment & Supplies
Hotel Stay for Sections, apparel & supplies
Choir trip

Student travel

To buy a lunch trailer & costs of competions & travel



DONOR PROGRAM GIFT DESCRIPTION
Becker Football Boosters Football Uniforms
PTSA Becker Primary Readathon

Sherburme State Bank DECA
Yolanda Denson-Byers GSA

AMOUNT
$4,792
$3,000
$1,000 #16635
$25.00



Newsletter
June 2023

Student Directory Information
Policy 515
Model Student Handbook

The Minnesota Legislature passed a law regarding student directory information that is now in effect. The
new law states:

An educational agency or institution may not designate a student's home address, telephone
number, email address, or other personal contact information as directory information under
this subdivision. This paragraph does not apply to a postsecondary institution.
Please note that federal law continues to permit military recruiters to request “name, address, electronic
mail addresses (which shall be the electronic mail addresses provided by the school, if available, that
may be released to military recruiting officers only) or home telephone number.”

Model Policy 515

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515—Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records—is updated to reflect this
change. A redline and an editable version of the policy is available on the MSBA website (see below).

Model Student Handbook Subscribers
The redline and the editable versions of the 2023-24 Model Student Handbook is updated as of June 27,

2023. If your district downloaded the Handbook before June 27, please update pages 28-29 under
“Directory Information” as shown on the redline version.

Instructions to access the Policy Manual online

1. Please visit www.mnmsba.org.

2. Go to the Resources tab and select Policies

3. Log into the Members area (access is limited to Policy Services subscribers)

4. Click on a desired policy

5. Aclean version and a redlined version can be found at the bottom of the policy page, below

the Legal References and Cross References.

1900 West Jefferson www.mnmsba.org
St. Peter, MN 56082-3015 (507) 934-2450 or (800) 324-4459
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Instructions to access the Model Student Handbook online

1. Please visit www.mnmsba.org.

2. Go to the Services tab and select Policy Services
3. Please scroll down to MSBA Model Student Handbook

4. Click on Access more information about the MSBA Model Student Handbook.

5. Click on Subscribers: Click here to download the latest version of the handbook.

6. Links to a clean version and a redlined version of the Model Student Handbook will appear.

NOTE: If you experience trouble viewing the redlined version, please go to the Review tab on Microsoft
Word and ensure that “All Markup” is clicked in the Tracking section. If the “Simple Markup” box is
checked, one cannot see the redlined changes.

If you have questions about Policy Services, how to navigate the online Policy Reference
Manual, or the content of the model policies, please contact Terry Morrow at (507) 934-8126 or
(800) 324-4459 or by email at tmorrow@mnmsba.org

Jaymyson Sillman (jsillman@mnmsba.org) can assist if technological issues arise related to accessing the
model policies or the revisions.

June 15, 2023 - Policy Services Newsletter Page 2
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http://www.mnmsba.org/
mailto:tmorrow@mnmsba.org
mailto:jsillman@mnmsba.org

Newsletter
June 2023

Minnesota Model Policy Revisions

2023 Minnesota Legislative Changes

The MSBA/MASA model policies are now updated to reflect Minnesota laws enacted in 2023. Because the
revisions potentially concern matters of stakeholder interest, MSBA recommends that, when possible,
school boards consider using the multiple meeting revision process set forth in their Model Policy 208.

Because some revisions are effective immediately or in the Summer 2023—and because the revisions
are largely taken word-for-word from 2023 legislation—school boards may choose to adopt changes in a
single meeting or as an emergency (pursuant to Model Policy 208). This is a local decision for school
boards. Whether policy language has been formally adopted, school districts must follow the laws related
to the policies.

Number Title Primary Revisions
102 Equal Educational Opportunity Adds equal athletic opportunity paragraph
Drug-Free Reflects marijuana legalization
Workplace/Drug-Free School *Education program not required until 26-27 SY
Tobacco-Free Environment Adds loose tobacco/tribal ritual exception
License Status Adds annual report to PELSB requirement
Staff Development Adds paraprofessional paid orientation

or professional development

Student Appearance
(substantially revised)

Student Discipline Adds substantial revisions: Nonexclusionary disciplinary
practices, reasonable force, recess, etc.
507 Corporal Punishment Adds Prohibitions article;

and Prone Restraint prone restraint prohibition

Enrollment of Nonresident Adds application provisions

Students
Student Promotion, Retention, Adds Gifted and Talented Student provisions;
and Program Design early admissions
1900 West Jefferson www.mnmsba.org

St. Peter, MN 56082-3015 (507) 934-2450 or (800) 324-4459



Bullying Prohibition Policy

Overdose Medication

Internet Acceptable Use
and Safety Policy

Use of Peace Officers and Crisis
Teams

School Meals Policy

School District Curriculum
and Instruction Goals

Organization of School Calendar
and School Day
Curriculum Development
Instructional Curriculum

Graduation Requirements

School District System
Accountability

School District Ensurance
of Standards

Assessment of Student
Achievement

Credit for Learning

Literacy and the READ Act (New)

Online Instruction (New)

Transportation of
Nonpublic School Students

Student Transportation Safety
Policy

Crisis Management Policy

Adds malicious and sadistic conduct prohibition;
updates General Policy Statement and Notice

Adds school district policy requirements
and prescription authorizations

Adds cell phone provisions

Adds reasonable force provision

Updates policy to reflect new free meals law

Adds definitions; updates WBWF plan;
deletes obsolete provisions on reading

Adds E-learning provisions

Updates District Advisory Committee provisions;
deletes curriculum development process (Art. VI)

Updates required academic standards;
prohibits curriculum discrimination/discipline

Updates definitions;
adds ethnic studies course provision

Deletes “graduation standards”; adds reports;
updates District Advisory Committee provisions

Deletes Profile of Learning reference

Updates definitions

Removes online learning (see updated Policy 624);
updates definitions; adds health care credit

New policy on the READ Act requirements

New policy on online instruction
(policy number remains the same)

Allows written plan for nonpublic pupil transportation

Adds active transportation safety training
requirements; adds Type Il bus change

Adds active shooter drill requirements

Please note that Model Policy 621 (Literacy and the READ Act) is an entirely new policy. Model Policy 624
(Online Instruction) maintains an existing policy number, but its text has been entirely deleted and
replace with new Minnesota law.

June 15, 2023 - Policy Services Newsletter
© Minnesota School Boards Association 2023. All rights reserved.
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Instructions to access the Policy Manual online

Please visit www.mnmsba.org.

Go to the Resources tab and select Policies
Log into the Members area (access is limited to Policy Services subscribers)

Click on a desired policy

a s w N

A clean version (e.g., Policy 418) and a redlined version (e.g., Policy 418 Redline) can be

found at the bottom of the policy page, below the Legal References and Cross References.

NOTE: If you experience trouble viewing the redlined version, please go to the Review tab on Microsoft
Word and ensure that “All Markup” is clicked in the Tracking section. If the “Simple Markup” box is
checked, one cannot see the redlined changes.

Redlines: To clean up the policy library, we removed redlines that are more than ten years old to
reduce possible confusion. The removed redlines are available upon request.

The current and recent Policy Services Newsletters can be found on the MSBA website under
Services/Policy Services.

If you have questions about Policy Services, how to navigate the online Policy Reference
Manual, or the content of the model policies, please contact Terry Morrow at (507) 934-8126 or
(800) 324-4459 or by email at tmorrow@mnmsba.org

Jaymyson Sillman (jsillman@mnmsba.org) can assist if technological issues arise related to accessing
the model policies or the revisions.

June 15, 2023 - Policy Services Newsletter Page 3
© Minnesota School Boards Association 2023. All rights reserved.
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Adopted:

Revised:

515

I1.

I11.

January 23, 2006

July 1, 2013

PROTECTION AND PRIVACY OF PUPIL RECORDS

PURPOSE

The school district recognizes its responsibility in regard to the collection, maintenance, and
dissemination of pupil records and the protection of the privacy rights of students as provided in
federal law and state statutes.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The following procedures and policies regarding the protection and privacy of parents and
students are adopted by the school district, pursuant to the requirements of 20 U.S.C. § 1232g, et
seq., (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)) 34 C.F.R. Part 99 and consistent
with the requirements of the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes
Chapter. 13, and Minnesota. Rules Parts 1205.0100-1205.2000.

DEFINITIONS

A.

Authorized Representative

“Authorized representative” means any entity or individual designated by the school
district, state, or an agency headed by an official of the Comptroller of the United States,
the Attorney General of the United States, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Education, or state and local educational authorities to conduct, with respect to federal or
state supported education programs, any audit or evaluation or any compliance or
enforcement activity in connection with federal legal requirements that relate to these
programs.

Biometric Record

“Biometric record,” as referred to in “Personally Identifiable,” means a record of one or
more measurable biological or behavioral characteristics that can be used for automated
recognition of an individual (e.g., fingerprints, retina and iris patterns, voiceprints, DNA
sequence, facial characteristics, and handwriting).

Dates of Attendance

“Dates of attendance,” as referred to in “Directory Information,” means the period of
time during which a student attends or attended a school or schools in the school district,
including attendance in person or by paper correspondence, videoconference, satellite,
Internet, or other electronic information and telecommunications technologies for
students who are not in the classroom, and including the period during which a student is
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working under a work-study program. The term does not include specific daily records
of a student’s attendance at a school or schools in the school district.

Directory Information

“Directory information” means information contained in an education record of a student
that would not generally be considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if disclosed. It
includes, but is not limited to, the student’s name; address; telephone listing; electronic
mail address; photograph; date and place of birth; major field of study; dates of
attendance; grade level; enrollment status (i.e., full-time or part-time); participation in
officially recognized activities and sports; weight and height of members of athletic
teams; degrees, honors and awards received; and the most recent educational agency or
institution attended. It also includes the name, address, and telephone number of the
student’s parent(s). Directory information does not include:

1. a student’s social security number;

2. a student’s identification number (ID), user ID, or other unique personal identifier
used by a student for purposes of accessing or communicating in electronic
systems if the identifier may be used to access education records without use of
one or more factors that authenticate the student’s identity such as a personal
identification number (PIN), password, or other factor known or possessed only
by the authorized user;

3. a student ID or other unique personal identifier that is displayed on a student ID
badge if the identifier can be used to gain access to educational records when used
in conjunction with one or more factors that authenticate the student’s identity,
such as a PIN, password, or other factor known or possessed only by the student;

4, personally identifiable data which references religion, race, color, social position,
or nationality; or

5. data collected from nonpublic school students, other than those who receive
shared time educational services, unless written consent is given by the student’s

parent or guardian.

Education Records

1. What constitutes “education records.” Education records means those records
that are: (1) directly related to a student; and (2) maintained by the school district
or by a party acting for the school district.

2. What does not constitute education records. The term “education records” does
not include:

a. Records of instructional personnel that are:
(1) kept in the sole possession of the maker of the record;
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(2) used only as a personal memory aid,

3) not accessible or revealed to any other individual except a
temporary substitute teacher; and

(4) destroyed at the end of the school year.

Records of a law enforcement unit of the school district, provided
education records maintained by the school district are not disclosed to the
unit, and the law enforcement records are:

(1) maintained separately from education records;

(2) maintained solely for law enforcement purposes; and

3) disclosed only to law enforcement officials of the same
jurisdiction.

Records relating to an individual, including a student, who is employed by
the school district which:

(1) are made and maintained in the normal course of business;

(2) relate exclusively to the individual in that individual’s capacity as
an employee; and

3) are not available for use for any other purpose.

However, records relating to an individual in attendance at the school
district who is employed as a result of his or her status as a student are
education records.

Records relating to an eligible student, or a student attending an institution
of post-secondary education, that are:

(1) made or maintained by a physician, psychiatrist, psychologist, or
other recognized professional or paraprofessional acting in his or
her professional or paraprofessional capacity or assisting in that
capacity;

(2) made, maintained, or used only in connection with the provision of
treatment to the student; and

3) disclosed only to individuals providing the treatment; provided that
the records can be personally reviewed by a physician or other
appropriate professional of the student’s choice. For the purpose
of this definition, “treatment” does not include remedial
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educational activities or activities that are a part of the program of
instruction within the school district.

e. Records created or received by the school district after an individual is no
longer a student at the school district and that are not directly related to the

individual’s attendance as a student.

f. Grades on peer-related papers before the papers are collected and recorded
by a teacher.

Eligible Student

“Eligible student” means a student who has attained eighteen (18) years of age or is
attending an institution of post-secondary education.

Juvenile Justice System
“Juvenile justice system” includes criminal justice agencies and the judiciary when
involved in juvenile justice activities.

Legitimate Educational Interest

“Legitimate educational interest” includes an interest directly related to classroom
instruction, teaching, student achievement and progress, discipline of a student, student
health and welfare, and the ability to respond to a request for education data. It includes
a person’s need to know in order to:

1. Perform an administrative task required in the school or employee’s contract or
position description approved by the school board;

2. Perform a supervisory or instructional task directly related to the student’s
education;
3. Perform a service or benefit for the student or the student’s family such as health

care, counseling, student job placement, or student financial aid;or
4. Perform a task directly related to responding to a request for data.
Parent

“Parent” means a parent of a student and includes a natural parent, a guardian, or an
individual acting as a parent of the student in the absence of a parent or guardian. The
school district may presume the parent has the authority to exercise the rights provided
herein, unless it has been provided with evidence that there is a state law or court order
governing such matters as marriage dissolution, separation or child custody, or a legally
binding instrument which provides to the contrary.

Personally Identifiable

515-4



“Personally identifiable” means that the data or information includes, but is not limited
to: (a) a student’s name; (b) the name of the student’s parent or other family member; (c)
the address of the student or student’s family; (d) a personal identifier such as the
student’s social security number or student number or biometric record; (e) other indirect
identifiers, such as the student’s date of birth, place of birth, and mother’s maiden name;
(f) other information that, alone or in combination, is linked or linkable to a specific
student that would allow a reasonable person in the school community, who does not
have personal knowledge of the relevant circumstances, to identify the student with
reasonable certainty; or (g) information requested by a person who the school district
reasonably believes knows the identity of the student to whom the education record
relates.

Record
“Record” means any information or data recorded in any way including, but not limited
to, handwriting, print, computer media, video or audio tape, film, microfilm, and

microfiche.

Responsible Authority

“Responsible authority” means Superintendent of Schools.
Student

“Student” includes any individual who is or has been in attendance, enrolled, or
registered at the school district and regarding whom the school district maintains
education records. Student also includes applicants for enrollment or registration at the
school district and individuals who receive shared time educational services from the
school district.

School Official

“School official” includes: (a) a person duly elected to the school board; (b) a person
employed by the school board in an administrative, supervisory, instructional, or other
professional position; (c¢) a person employed by the school board as a temporary
substitute in a professional position for the period of his or her performance as a
substitute; and (d) a person employed by, or under contract to, the school board to
perform a special task such as a secretary, a clerk, a public information officer or data
practices compliance official, an attorney, or an auditor for the period of his or her
performance as an employee or contractor.

Summary Data

“Summary data” means statistical records and reports derived from data on individuals
but in which individuals are not identified and from which neither their identities nor any
other characteristic that could uniquely identify the individual is ascertainable.

Other Terms and Phrases
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Iv.

All other terms and phrases shall be defined in accordance with applicable state and
federal law or ordinary customary usage.

GENERAL CLASSIFICATION

State law provides that all data collected, created, received, or maintained by a school district are
public unless classified by state or federal law as not public or private or confidential. State law
classifies all data on individuals maintained by a school district which relates to a student as
private data on individuals. This data may not be disclosed to parties other than the parent or
eligible student without consent, except pursuant to a valid court order, certain state statutes
authorizing access, and the provisions of FERPA and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

STATEMENT OF RIGHTS

A. Rights of Parents and Eligible Students

Parents and eligible students have the following rights under this policy:

1.

2.

The right to inspect and review the student’s education records;

The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records to ensure
that they are not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s
privacy or other rights;

The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information
contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that such
consent is not required for disclosure pursuant to this policy, state or federal law,
or the regulations promulgated thereunder;

The right to refuse release of names, addresses, and home telephone numbers of
students in grades 11 and 12 to military recruiting officers and post-secondary
educational institutions;

The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning
alleged failures by the school district to comply with the federal law and the
regulations promulgated thereunder;

The right to be informed about rights under the federal law; and

The right to obtain a copy of this policy at the location set forth in Section XXI. of
this policy.

B. Eligible Students

All rights and protections given to parents under this policy transfer to the student when
he or she reaches eighteen (18) years of age or enrolls in an institution of post-secondary
education. The student then becomes an “eligible student.” However, the parents of an
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eligible student who is also a “dependent student” are entitled to gain access to the
education records of such student without first obtaining the consent of the student. In
addition, parents of an eligible student may be given access to education records in
connection with a health or safety emergency if the disclosure meets the conditions of
any provision set forth in 34 C.F.R. § 99.31(a).

C. Students with a Disability

The school district shall follow 34 C.F.R. §§ 300.610-300.617 with regard to the privacy,
notice, access, record keeping and accuracy of information related to students with a
disability.

VI. DISCLOSURE OF EDUCATION RECORDS

A. Consent Required for Disclosure

1. The school district shall obtain a signed and dated written informed consent of the
parent of a student or the eligible student before disclosing personally identifiable
information from the education records of the student, except as provided herein.

2. The written consent required by this subdivision must be signed and dated by the
parent of the student or the eligible student giving the consent and shall include:

a. a specification of the records to be disclosed;
b. the purpose or purposes of the disclosure;
C. the party or class of parties to whom the disclosure may be made;
d. the consequences of giving informed consent; and
e. if appropriate, a termination date for the consent.
3. When a disclosure is made under this subdivision:
a. if the parent or eligible student so requests, the school district shall

provide him or her with a copy of the records disclosed; and

b. if the parent of a student who is not an eligible student so requests, the
school district shall provide the student with a copy of the records
disclosed.

4. A signed and dated written consent may include a record and signature in

electronic form that:

a. identifies and authenticates a particular person as the source of the
electronic consent; and
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b. indicates such person’s approval of the information contained in the
electronic consent.

5. If the responsible authority seeks an individual’s informed consent to the release
of private data to an insurer or the authorized representative of an insurer,
informed consent shall not be deemed to have been given unless the statement is:

a. in plain language;
b. dated;
c. specific in designating the particular persons or agencies the data subject

is authorizing to disclose information about the data subject;

d. specific as to the nature of the information the subject is authorizing to be
disclosed;
e. specific as to the persons or agencies to whom the subject is authorizing

information to be disclosed;

f. specific as to the purpose or purposes for which the information may be
used by any of the parties named in Clause e. above, both at the time of
the disclosure and at any time in the future; and

g. specific as to its expiration date which should be within a reasonable time,
not to exceed one year except in the case of authorizations given in
connection with applications for: (i) life insurance or non-cancellable or
guaranteed renewable health insurance and identified as such, two years
after the date of the policy, or (ii) medical assistance under Minnesota
Statutes Chapter 256B or Minnesota Care under Minnesota Statutes
Chapter 256L, which shall be ongoing during all terms of eligibility, for
individualized education program health-related services provided by a
school district that are subject to third party reimbursement.

6. Eligible Student Consent

Whenever a student has attained eighteen (18) years of age or is attending an
institution of post-secondary education, the rights accorded to and the consent
required of the parent of the student shall thereafter only be accorded to and
required of the eligible student, except as provided in Section V. of this policy.

Prior Consent for Disclosure Not Required

The school district may disclose personally identifiable information from the education
records of a student without the written consent of the parent of the student or the eligible
student unless otherwise provided herein, if the disclosure is:
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To other school officials, including teachers, within the school district whom the
school district determines have a legitimate educational interest in such records;

To a contractor, consultant, volunteer, or other party to whom the school district
has outsourced institutional services or functions provided that the outside party:

a. performs an institutional service or function for which the school district
would otherwise use employees;

b. is under the direct control of the school district with respect to the use and
maintenance of education records; and

C. will not disclose the information to any other party without the prior
consent of the parent or eligible student and uses the information only for
the purposes for which the disclosure was made;

To officials of other schools, school districts, or post-secondary educational
institutions in which the student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled,
as long as the disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or
transfer. The records shall include information about disciplinary action taken as
a result of any incident in which the student possessed or used a dangerous
weapon, and with proper annual notice (see Section XIX.), suspension and
expulsion information pursuant to section 7917 of the federal Every Student
Succeeds Act, 20 U.S.C. § 7917, [insert the following if the school district has a
policy regarding Staff Notification of Violent Behavior by Students] and, if
applicable, data regarding a student’s history of violent behavior. The records
also shall include a copy of any probable cause notice or any disposition or court
order under Minnesota. Statutes section 260B.171, unless the data are required to
be destroyed under Minnesota Statutes section 120A.22, subdivision 7(c) or
section 121A.75. On request, the school district will provide the parent or eligible
student with a copy of the education records that have been transferred and
provide an opportunity for a hearing to challenge the content of those records in
accordance with Section XV. of this policy;

To authorized representatives of the Comptroller General of the United States, the
Attorney General of the United States, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Education, or the Commissioner of the State Department of Education or his or
her representative, subject to the conditions relative to such disclosure provided
under federal law;

In connection with financial aid for which a student has applied or has received, if
the information is necessary for such purposes as to:

a. determine eligibility for the aid;
b. determine the amount of the aid;
c. determine conditions for the aid; or
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d. enforce the terms and conditions of the aid.

“Financial aid” for purposes of this provision means a payment of funds provided
to an individual or a payment in kind of tangible or intangible property to the
individual that is conditioned on the individual’s attendance at an educational
agency or institution;

To state and local officials or authorities to whom such information is specifically
allowed to be reported or disclosed pursuant to state statute adopted:

a. before November 19, 1974, if the allowed reporting or disclosure concerns
the juvenile justice system and such system’s ability to effectively serve
the student whose records are released; or

b. after November 19, 1974, if the reporting or disclosure allowed by state
statute concerns the juvenile justice system and the system’s ability to
effectively serve, prior to adjudication, the student whose records are
released, provided the officials and authorities to whom the records are
disclosed certify in writing to the school district that the data will not be
disclosed to any other party, except as provided by state law, without the
prior written consent of the parent of the student. At a minimum, the
school district shall disclose the following information to the juvenile
justice system under this paragraph: a student’s full name, home address,
telephone number, and date of birth; a student’s school schedule,
attendance record, and photographs, if any; and parents’ names, home
addresses, and telephone numbers;

To organizations conducting studies for or on behalf of educational agencies or
institutions for the purpose of developing, validating, or administering predictive
tests, administering student aid programs, or improving instruction; provided that
the studies are conducted in a manner which does not permit the personal
identification of parents or students by individuals other than representatives of
the organization who have a legitimate interest in the information, the information
is destroyed when no longer needed for the purposes for which the study was
conducted, and the school district enters into a written agreement with the
organization that: (a) specifies the purpose, scope, and duration of the study or
studies and the information to be disclosed; (b) requires the organization to use
personally identifiable information from education records only to meet the
purpose or purposes of the study as stated in the written agreement; (c) requires
the organization to conduct the study in a manner that does not permit personal
identification of parents and students by anyone other than representatives of the
organization with legitimate interests; and (d) requires the organization to destroy
all personally identifiable information when information is no longer needed for
the purposes for which the study was conducted and specifies the time period in
which the information must be destroyed. For purposes of this provision, the
term, “organizations,” includes, but is not limited to, federal, state, and local
agencies and independent organizations. In the event the Department of
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10.

11.

Education determines that a third party outside of the school district to whom
information is disclosed violates this provision, the school district may not allow
that third party access to personally identifiable information from education
records for at least five (5) years;

To accrediting organizations in order to carry out their accrediting functions;

To parents of a student eighteen (18) years of age or older if the student is a
dependent of the parents for income tax purposes;

To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena, provided, however,
that the school district makes a reasonable effort to notify the parent or eligible
student of the order or subpoena in advance of compliance therewith so that the
parent or eligible student may seek protective action, unless the disclosure is in
compliance with a federal grand jury subpoena, or any other subpoena issued for
law enforcement purposes, and the court or other issuing agency has ordered that
the existence or the contents of the subpoena or the information furnished in
response to the subpoena not be disclosed, or the disclosure is in compliance with
an ex parte court order obtained by the United States Attorney General (or
designee not lower than an Assistant Attorney General) concerning investigations
or prosecutions of an offense listed in 18 U.S.C. § 2332b(g)(5)(B), an act of
domestic or international terrorism as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 2331, or a parent is a
party to a court proceeding involving child abuse and neglect or dependency
matters, and the order is issued in the context of the proceeding. If the school
district initiates legal action against a parent or student, it may disclose to the
court, without a court order or subpoena, the education records of the student that
are relevant for the school district to proceed with the legal action as a plaintiff.
Also, if a parent or eligible student initiates a legal action against the school
district, the school district may disclose to the court, without a court order or
subpoena, the student’s education records that are relevant for the school district
to defend itself;

To appropriate parties, including parents of an eligible student, in connection with
an emergency if knowledge of the information is necessary to protect the health,
including the mental health, or safety of the student or other individuals. The
decision is to be based upon information available at the time the threat occurs
that indicates that there is an articulable and significant threat to the health or
safety of a student or other individuals. In making a determination whether to
disclose information under this section, the school district may take into account
the totality of the circumstances pertaining to a threat and may disclose
information from education records to any person whose knowledge of the
information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other
students. A record of this disclosure must be maintained pursuant to Section
XIILE. of this policy. In addition, an educational agency or institution may
include in the education records of a student appropriate information concerning
disciplinary action taken against the student for conduct that posed a significant
risk to the safety or well-being of that student, other students, or other members of
the school community. This information may be disclosed to teachers and school
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

officials within the school district and/or teachers and school officials in other
schools who have legitimate educational interests in the behavior of the student;

To the juvenile justice system if information about the behavior of a student who
poses a risk of harm is reasonably necessary to protect the health or safety of the
student or other individuals;

Information the school district has designated as “directory information” pursuant
to Section VII. of this policy;

To military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions
pursuant to Section XI. of this policy;

To the parent of a student who is not an eligible student or to the student himself
or herself;

To appropriate health authorities to the extent necessary to administer
immunization programs and for bona fide epidemiologic investigations which the
commissioner of health determines are necessary to prevent disease or disability
to individuals in the public educational agency or institution in which the
investigation is being conducted;

To volunteers who are determined to have a legitimate educational interest in the
data and who are conducting activities and events sponsored by or endorsed by
the educational agency or institution for students or former students;

To the juvenile justice system, on written request that certifies that the
information will not be disclosed to any other person except as authorized by law
without the written consent of the parent of the student:

a. the following information about a student must be disclosed: a student’s
full name, home address, telephone number, date of birth; a student’s
school schedule, daily attendance record, and photographs, if any; and any
parents’ names, home addresses, and telephone numbers;

b. the existence of the following information about a student, not the actual
data or other information contained in the student’s education record, may
be disclosed provided that a request for access must be submitted on the
statutory form and it must contain an explanation of why access to the
information is necessary to serve the student: (1) use of a controlled
substance, alcohol, or tobacco; (2) assaultive or threatening conduct that
could result in dismissal from school under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act;
(3) possession or use of weapons or look-alike weapons; (4) theft; or (5)
vandalism or other damage to property. Prior to releasing this
information, the principal or chief administrative officer of a school who
receives such a request must, to the extent permitted by federal law, notify
the student’s parent or guardian by certified mail of the request to disclose
information. If the student’s parent or guardian notifies the school official
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19.

20.

of an objection to the disclosure within ten (10) days of receiving certified
notice, the school official must not disclose the information and instead
must inform the requesting member of the juvenile justice system of the
objection. If no objection from the parent or guardian is received within
fourteen (14) days, the school official must respond to the request for
information.

The written requests of the juvenile justice system member(s), as well as a record
of any release, must be maintained in the student’s file;

To the principal where the student attends and to any counselor directly
supervising or reporting on the behavior or progress of the student if it is
information from a disposition order received by a superintendent under
Minnesota Statutes section 260B.171, subdivision 3. The principal must notify
the counselor immediately and must place the disposition order in the student’s
permanent education record. The principal also must notify immediately any
teacher or administrator who directly supervises or reports on the behavior or
progress of the student whom the principal believes needs the information to work
with the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid being needlessly vulnerable,
or to protect other persons from needless vulnerability. The principal may also
notify other school district employees, substitutes, and volunteers who are in
direct contact with the student if the principal determines that these individual
need the information to work with the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid
being needlessly vulnerable, or to protect other persons from needless
vulnerability. Such notices from the principal must identify the student, outline
the offense, and describe any conditions of probation about which the school must
provide information if this information is provided in the disposition order.
Disposition order information received is private educational data received for the
limited purpose of serving the educational needs of the student and protecting
students and staff. The information may not be further disseminated by the
counselor, teacher, administrator, staff member, substitute, or volunteer except as
necessary to serve the student, to protect students and staff, or as otherwise
required by law, and only to the student or the student’s parent or guardian;

To the principal where the student attends if it is information from a peace
officer’s record of children received by a superintendent under Minnesota Statutes
section 260B.171, subdivision 5. The principal must place the information in the
student’s education record. The principal also must notify immediately any
teacher, counselor, or administrator directly supervising the student whom the
principal believes needs the information to work with the student in an
appropriate manner, to avoid being needlessly vulnerable, or to protect other
persons from needless vulnerability. The principal may also notify other district
employees, substitutes, and volunteers who are in direct contact with the student if
the principal determines that these individuals need the information to work with
the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid being needlessly vulnerable, or to
protect other persons from needless vulnerability. Such notices from the principal
must identify the student and describe the alleged offense if this information is
provided in the peace officer’s notice. Peace officer’s record information
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21.

22.

received is private educational data received for the limited purpose of serving the
educational needs of the student and protecting students and staff. The
information must not be further disseminated by the counselor, teacher
administrator, staff member, substitute, or volunteer except to communicate with
the student or the student’s parent or guardian as necessary to serve the student, to
protect students and staff, or as otherwise required by law.

The principal must delete the peace officer’s record from the student’s education
record, destroy the data, and make reasonable efforts to notify any teacher,
counselor, staff member, administrator, substitute, or volunteer who received
information from the peace officer’s record if the county attorney determines not
to proceed with a petition or directs the student into a diversion or mediation
program or if a juvenile court makes a decision on a petition and the county
attorney or juvenile court notifies the superintendent of such action;

To the Secretary of Agriculture, or authorized representative from the Food and
Nutrition Service or contractors acting on behalf of the Food and Nutrition
Service, for the purposes of conducting program monitoring, evaluations, and
performance measurements of state and local educational and other agencies and
institutions receiving funding or providing benefits of one or more programs
authorized under the National School Lunch Act or the Child Nutrition Act of
1966 for which the results will be reported in an aggregate form that does not
identify any individual, on the conditions that: (a) any data collected shall be
protected in a manner that will not permit the personal identification of students
and their parents by other than the authorized representatives of the Secretary; and
(b) any personally identifiable data shall be destroyed when the data are no longer
needed for program monitoring, evaluations, and performance measurements; or

To an agency caseworker or other representative of a State or local child welfare
agency, or tribal organization (as defined in 25 U.S.C. § 5304), who has the right
to access a student’s case plan, as defined and determined by the State or tribal
organization, when such agency or organization is legally responsible, in
accordance with State or tribal law, for the care and protection of the student,
provided that the education records, or the personally identifiable information
contained in such records, of the student will not be disclosed by such agency or
organization, except to an individual or entity engaged in addressing the student’s
education needs and authorized by such agency or organization to receive such
disclosure and such disclosure is consistent with the State or tribal laws applicable
to protecting the confidentiality of a student’s education records.

Nonpublic School Students

The school district may disclose personally identifiable information from the education
records of a nonpublic school student, other than a student who receives shared time
educational services, without the written consent of the parent of the student or the
eligible student unless otherwise provided herein, if the disclosure is:

1.

Pursuant to a valid court order;
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2. Pursuant to a statute specifically authorizing access to the private data; or

3. To appropriate health authorities to the extent necessary to administer
immunization programs and for bona fide epidemiological investigations which
the commissioner of health determines are necessary to prevent disease or
disability to individuals in the public educational agency or institution in which
the investigation is being conducted.

VII. RELEASE OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION

A.

Classification
Directory information is public except as provided herein.

Former Students

Unless a former student validly opted out of the release of directory information while the
student was in attendance and has not rescinded the opt out request at any time, the
school district may disclose directory information from the education records generated
by it regarding the former student without meeting the requirements of Paragraph C. of
this section. In addition, under an explicit exclusion from the definition of an “education
record,” the school district may release records that only contain information about an
individual obtained after he or she is no longer a student at the school district and that are
not directly related to the individual’s attendance as a student (e.g., a student’s activities
as an alumnus of the school district).

Present Students and Parents

The school district may disclose directory information from the education records of a
student and information regarding parents without prior written consent of the parent of
the student or eligible student, except as provided herein. Prior to such disclosure the
school district shall:

1. Annually give public notice by any means that are reasonably likely to inform the
parents and eligible students of:

a. the types of personally identifiable information regarding students and/or
parents that the school district has designated as directory information;

b. the parent’s or eligible student’s right to refuse to let the school district
designate any or all of those types of information about the student and/or
the parent as directory information; and

c. the period of time in which a parent or eligible student has to notify the
school district in writing that he or she does not want any or all of those
types of information about the student and/or the parent designated as
directory information.
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Allow a reasonable period of time after such notice has been given for a parent or
eligible student to inform the school district in writing that any or all of the
information so designated should not be disclosed without the parent’s or eligible
student’s prior written consent, except as provided in Section V1. of this policy.

A parent or eligible student may not opt out of the directory information
disclosures to:

a. a. prevent the school district from disclosing or requiring the student
to disclose the student’s name, ID, or school district e-mail address in a
class in which the student is enrolled; or

b. prevent the school district from requiring a student to wear, to display
publicly, or to disclose a student ID card or badge that exhibits
information that may be designated as directory information and that has
been properly designated by the school district as directory information.

The school district shall not disclose or confirm directory information without
meeting the written consent requirements contained in Section VI.A. of this
policy if a student’s social security number or other non-directory information is
used alone or in combination with other data elements to identify or help identify
the student or the student’s records.

D. Procedure for Obtaining Nondisclosure of Directory Information

The parent’s or eligible student’s written notice shall be directed to the responsible
authority and shall include the following:

1. Name of the student and/or parent, as appropriate;

2. Home address;

3. School presently attended by student;

4. Parent’s legal relationship to student, if applicable; and

5. Specific categories of directory information to be made not public without the
parent’s or eligible student’s prior written consent, which shall only be applicable
for that school year.

E. Duration

The designation of any information as directory information about a student or parents
will remain in effect for the remainder of the school year unless the parent or eligible
student provides the written notifications provided herein.

VIII. DISCLOSURE OF PRIVATE RECORDS
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C.

Private Records

For the purposes herein, education records are records which are classified as private data
on individuals by state law and which are accessible only to the student who is the subject
of the data and the student’s parent if the student is not an eligible student. The school
district may not disclose private records or their contents except as summary data, or
except as provided in Section VI. of this policy, without the prior written consent of the
parent or the eligible student. The school district will use reasonable methods to identify
and authenticate the identity of parents, students, school officials, and any other party to
whom personally identifiable information from education records is disclosed.

Private Records Not Accessible to Parent

In certain cases, state law intends, and clearly provides, that certain information
contained in the education records of the school district pertaining to a student be
accessible to the student alone, and to the parent only under special circumstances, if at
all.

1. The responsible authority may deny access to private data by a parent when a
minor student who is the subject of that data requests that the responsible
authority deny such access. The minor student’s request must be submitted in
writing setting forth the reasons for denying access to the parent and must be
signed by the minor. Upon receipt of such request the responsible authority shall
determine if honoring the request to deny the parent access would be in the best
interest of the minor data subject. In making this determination the responsible
authority shall consider the following factors:

a. whether the minor is of sufficient age and maturity to be able to explain
the reasons for and understand the consequences of the request to deny
access;

b. whether the personal situation of the minor is such that denying parental
access may protect the minor data subject from physical or emotional
harm;

C. whether there are grounds for believing that the minor data subject’s
reasons for precluding parental access are reasonably accurate;

d. whether the data in question is of such a nature that disclosure of it to the
parent may lead to physical or emotional harm to the minor data subject;
and

e. whether the data concerns medical, dental or other health services

provided pursuant to Minnesota Statutes sections 144.341-144.347, in
which case the data may be released only if the failure to inform the parent
would seriously jeopardize the health of the minor.

Private Records Not Accessible to Student
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IX.

D.

Students shall not be entitled to access to private data concerning financial records and
statements of the student’s parent or any information contained therein.

Military-Connected Youth Identifier

When a school district updates its enrollment forms in the ordinary course of business, the school
district must include a box on the enrollment form to allow students to self-identify as a military-
connected youth. For purposes of this section, a "military-connected youth" means having an
immediate family member, including a parent or sibling, who is currently in the armed forces
either as a reservist or on active duty or has recently retired from the armed forces. Data
collected under this provision is private data on individuals, but summary data may be
published by the Department of Education.

DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS

A.

Confidential Records

Confidential records are those records and data contained therein which are made not
public by state or federal law, and which are inaccessible to the student and the student’s
parents or to an eligible student.

Reports Under the Maltreatment of Minors Reporting Act

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260E , written copies of reports pertaining to a
neglected and/or physically and/or sexually abused child shall be accessible only to the
appropriate welfare and law enforcement agencies. In respect to other parties, such data
shall be confidential and will not be made available to the parent or the subject individual
by the school district. The subject individual, however, may obtain a copy of the report
from either the local welfare agency, county sheriff, or the local police department
subject to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260E .

Regardless of whether a written report is made under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 260E,
as soon as practicable after a school receives information regarding an incident that may
constitute maltreatment of a child in a school facility, the school shall inform the parent,
legal guardian, or custodian of the child that an incident occurred that may constitute
maltreatment of the child, when the incident occurred, and the nature of the conduct that
may constitute maltreatment.

Investigative Data

Data collected by the school district as part of an active investigation undertaken for the
purpose of the commencement or defense of pending civil legal action, or are retained in
anticipation of a pending civil legal action are classified as protected nonpublic data in
the case of data not on individuals, and confidential data in the case of data on
individuals.
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1. The school district may make any data classified as protected non-public or
confidential pursuant to this subdivision accessible to any person, agency, or the
public if the school district determines that such access will aid the law
enforcement process, promote public health or safety, or dispel widespread rumor

or unrest.
2. A complainant has access to a statement he or she provided to the school district.
3. Parents or eligible students may have access to investigative data of which the

student is the subject, but only to the extent the data is not inextricably
intertwined with data about other school district students, school district
employees, and/or attorney data as defined in Minnesota Statutes section 13.393.

4. Once a civil investigation becomes inactive, civil investigative data becomes
public unless the release of the data would jeopardize another pending civil legal
action, except for those portions of such data that are classified as not public data
under state or federal law. Any civil investigative data presented as evidence in
court or made part of a court record shall be public. For purposes of this
provision, a civil investigation becomes inactive upon the occurrence of any of
the following events:

a. a decision by the school district, or by the chief attorney for the school
district, not to pursue the civil legal action. However, such investigation
may subsequently become active if the school district or its attorney
decides to renew the civil legal action;

b. the expiration of the time to file a complaint under the statute of
limitations or agreement applicable to the civil legal action; or

c. the exhaustion or expiration of rights of appeal by either party to the civil
legal action.

5. A “pending civil legal action” for purposes of this subdivision is defined as
including, but not limited to, judicial, administrative, or arbitration proceedings.

D. Chemical Abuse Records

To the extent the school district maintains records of the identity, diagnosis, prognosis, or
treatment of any student which are maintained in connection with the performance of any
drug abuse prevention function conducted, regulated, or directly or indirectly assisted by
any department or agency of the United States, such records are classified as confidential
and shall be disclosed only for the purposes and under the circumstances expressly
authorized by law.

X. DISCLOSURE OF SCHOOL RECORDS PRIOR TO EXCLUSION OR EXPULSION
HEARING
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XI.

At a reasonable time prior to any exclusion or expulsion hearing, the student and the student’s
parent or guardian or representative shall be given access to all school district records pertaining
to the student, including any tests or reports upon which the action proposed by the school
district may be based, pursuant to the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes
section 121A.40, et seq.

DISCLOSURE OF DATA TO MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS AND POST-
SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

A.

The school district will release the names, addresses, electronic mail address (which shall
be the electronic mail addresses provided by the school district, if available, that may be
released to military recruiting officers only), and home telephone numbers of students in
grades 11 and 12 to military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational
institutions within sixty (60) days after the date of the request unless a parent or eligible
student has refused in writing to release this data pursuant to Paragraph C. below.

Data released to military recruiting officers under this provision:

1. may be used only for the purpose of providing information to students about
military service, state and federal veterans’ education benefits, and other career
and educational opportunities provided by the military;

2. cannot be further disseminated to any other person except personnel of the
recruiting services of the armed forces; and

3. copying fees shall not be imposed.

A parent or eligible student has the right to refuse the release of the name, address,
electronic mail addresses (which shall be the electronic mail addresses provided by the
school, if available, that may be released to military recruiting officers only) or home
telephone number to military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational
institutions. To refuse the release of the above information to military recruiting officers
and post-secondary educational institutions, a parent or eligible student must notify the
responsible authority [designate title of individual, i.e., building principal] in writing by
[date] each year. The written request must include the following information:

1. Name of student and parent, as appropriate;

2. Home address;

3. Student’s grade level,

4. School presently attended by student;

5. Parent’s legal relationship to student, if applicable;

6. Specific category or categories of information which are not to be released to

military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions; and
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7. Specific category or categories of information which are not to be released to the
public, including military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational
institutions.

Annually, the school district will provide public notice by any means that are reasonably
likely to inform the parents and eligible students of their rights to refuse to release the
names, addresses, and home phone numbers of students in grades 11 and 12 without prior
consent.

A parent or eligible student’s refusal to release the above information to military
recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions does not affect the school
district’s release of directory information to the rest of the public, which includes military
recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions. In order to make any
directory information about a student private, the procedures contained in Section VII. of
this policy also must be followed. Accordingly, to the extent the school district has
designated the name, address, home phone number, and grade level of students as
directory information, absent a request from a parent or eligible student not to release
such data, this information will be public data and accessible to members of the public,
including military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions.

XII. LIMITS ON REDISCLOSURE

A.

Redisclosure

Consistent with the requirements herein, the school district may only disclose personally
identifiable information from the education records of a student on the condition that the
party to whom the information is to be disclosed will not disclose the information to any
other party without the prior written consent of the parent of the student or the eligible
student, except that the officers, employees, and agents of any party receiving personally
identifiable information under this section may use the information, but only for the
purposes for which the disclosure was made.

Redisclosure Not Prohibited

1. Subdivision A. of this section does not prevent the school district from disclosing
personally identifiable information under Section VI. of this policy with the
understanding that the party receiving the information may make further
disclosures of the information on behalf of the school district provided:

a. The disclosures meet the requirements of Section VI. of this policy; and

b. The school district has complied with the record-keeping requirements of
Section XIII. of this policy.

2. Subdivision A. of this section does not apply to disclosures made pursuant to
court orders or lawfully issued subpoenas or litigation, to disclosures of directory
information, to disclosures to a parent or student or to parents of dependent
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students, or to disclosures concerning sex offenders and other individuals required
to register under 42 U.S.C. § 14071. However, the school district must provide
the notification required in Section XII.D. of this policy if a redisclosure is made
based upon a court order or lawfully issued subpoena.

Classification of Disclosed Data

The information disclosed shall retain the same classification in the hands of the party
receiving it as it had in the hands of the school district.

Notification

The school district shall inform the party to whom a disclosure is made of the
requirements set forth in this section, except for disclosures made pursuant to court orders
or lawfully issued subpoenas, disclosure of directory information under Section VII. of
this policy, disclosures to a parent or student, or disclosures to parents of a dependent
student. In the event that the Family Policy Compliance Office determines that a state or
local educational authority, a federal agency headed by an official listed in 34 C.F.R. §
99.31(a)(3), or an authorized representative of a state or local educational authority or a
federal agency headed by an official listed in § 99.31(a)(3), or a third party outside of the
school district improperly rediscloses personally identifiable information from education
records or fails to provide notification required under this section of this policy, the
school district may not allow that third party access to personally identifiable information
from education records for at least five (5) years.

XIII. RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY; RECORD SECURITY; AND RECORD KEEPING

A.

Responsible Authority

The responsible authority shall be responsible for the maintenance and security of student
records.

Record Security

The principal of each school subject to the supervision and control of the responsible
authority shall be the records manager of the school, and shall have the duty of
maintaining and securing the privacy and/or confidentiality of student records.

Plan for Securing Student Records

The building principal shall submit to the responsible authority a written plan for
securing students records by September 1 of each school year. The written plan shall
contain the following information:

1. A description of records maintained;

2. Titles and addresses of person(s) responsible for the security of student records;
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3.

4,

5.

Location of student records, by category, in the buildings;

Means of securing student records; and

Procedures for access and disclosure.

Review of Written Plan for Securing Student Records

The responsible authority shall review the plans submitted pursuant to Paragraph C. of
this section for compliance with the law, this policy and the various administrative
policies of the school district. The responsible authority shall then promulgate a chart
incorporating the provisions of Paragraph C. which shall be attached to and become a
part of this policy.

Record Keeping

1.

The principal shall, for each request for and each disclosure of personally
identifiable information from the education records of a student, maintain a
record, with the education records of the student, that indicates:

a.

the parties who have requested or received personally identifiable
information from the education records of the student;

the legitimate interests these parties had in requesting or obtaining the
information; and

the names of the state and local educational authorities and federal
officials and agencies listed in Section VI.B.4. of this policy that may
make further disclosures of personally identifiable information from the
student’s education records without consent.

In the event the school district discloses personally identifiable information from
an education record of a student pursuant to Section XII.B. of this policy, the
record of disclosure required under this section shall also include:

a.

the names of the additional parties to which the receiving party may
disclose the information on behalf of the school district;

the legitimate interests under Section VI. of this policy which each of the
additional parties has in requesting or obtaining the information; and

a copy of the record of further disclosures maintained by a state or local
educational authority or federal official or agency listed in Section VI.B.4.
of this policy in accordance with 34 C.F.R. § 99.32 and to whom the
school district disclosed information from an education record. The
school district shall request a copy of the record of further disclosures
from a state or local educational authority or federal official or agency to
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whom education records were disclosed upon a request from a parent or
eligible student to review the record of requests for disclosure.

Section XIIL.E.1. does not apply to requests by or disclosure to a parent of a
student or an eligible student, disclosures pursuant to the written consent of a
parent of a student or an eligible student, requests by or disclosures to other
school officials under Section VI.B.1. of this policy, to requests for disclosures of
directory information under Section VII. of this policy, or to a party seeking or
receiving the records as directed by a federal grand jury or other law enforcement
subpoena and the issuing court or agency has ordered that the existence or the
contents of the subpoena or the information provided in response to the subpoena
not be disclosed or as directed by an ex parte court order obtained by the United
States Attorney General (or designee not lower than an Assistant Attorney
General) concerning investigations or prosecutions of an offense listed in 18.
U.S.C. § 2332b(g)(5)(B) or an act of domestic or international terrorism.

The record of requests of disclosures may be inspected by:
a. the parent of the student or the eligible student;

b. the school official or his or her assistants who are responsible for the
custody of the records; and

C. the parties authorized by law to audit the record-keeping procedures of the
school district.

The school district shall record the following information when it discloses
personally identifiable information from education records under the health or
safety emergency exception:

a. the articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of a student or
other individual that formed the basis for the disclosure; and

b. the parties to whom the school district disclosed the information.
The record of requests and disclosures shall be maintained with the education

records of the student as long as the school district maintains the student’s
education records.

XIV. RIGHT TO INSPECT AND REVIEW EDUCATION RECORDS

A.

Parent of a Student, an Eligible Student or the Parent of an Eligible Student Who is Also

a Dependent Student

The school district shall permit the parent of a student, an eligible student, or the parent
of an eligible student who is also a dependent student who is or has been in attendance in
the school district to inspect or review the education records of the student, except those
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records which are made confidential by state or federal law or as otherwise provided in
Section VIII. of this policy.

Response to Request for Access

The school district shall respond to any request pursuant to Subdivision A. of this section
immediately, if possible, or within ten (10) days of the date of the request, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.

Right to Inspect and Review

The right to inspect and review education records under Subdivision A. of this section
includes:

1. The right to a response from the school district to reasonable requests for
explanations and interpretations of records; and

2. If circumstances effectively prevent the parent or eligible student from exercising
the right to inspect and review the education records, the school district shall
provide the parent or eligible student with a copy of the records requested or make
other arrangements for the parent or eligible student to inspect and review the
requested records.

3. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as limiting the frequency of inspection of
the education records of a student with a disability by the student’s parent or

guardian or by the student upon the student reaching the age of majority.

Form of Request

Parents or eligible students shall submit to the school district a written request to inspect
education records which identify as precisely as possible the record or records he or she
wishes to inspect.

Collection of Student Records

If a student’s education records are maintained in more than one location, the responsible
authority may collect copies of the records or the records themselves from the various
locations so they may be inspected at one site. However, if the parent or eligible student
wishes to inspect these records where they are maintained, the school district shall
attempt to accommodate those wishes. The parent or eligible student shall be notified of
the time and place where the records may be inspected.

Records Containing Information on More Than One Student

If the education records of a student contain information on more than one student, the
parent or eligible student may inspect and review or be informed of only the specific
information which pertains to that student.
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Authority to Inspect or Review

The school district may presume that either parent of the student has authority to inspect
or review the education records of a student unless the school district has been provided
with evidence that there is a legally binding instrument or a state law or court order
governing such matters as marriage dissolution, separation, or custody which provides to
the contrary.

Fees for Copies of Records

1.

The school district shall charge a reasonable fee for providing photocopies or
printed copies of records unless printing a copy is the only method to provide for
the inspection of data. In determining the amount of the reasonable fee, the
school district shall consider the following:

a. the cost of materials, including paper, used to provide the copies;
b. the cost of the labor required to prepare the copies;
c. any schedule of standard copying charges established by the school district

in its normal course of operations;

d. any special costs necessary to produce such copies from machine based
record-keeping systems, including but not limited to computers and
microfilm systems; and

e. mailing costs.

If 100 or fewer pages of black and white, letter or legal size paper copies are
requested, actual costs shall not be used, and, instead, the charge shall be no more
than 25 cents for each page copied.

The cost of providing copies shall be borne by the parent or eligible student.

The responsible authority, however, may not impose a fee for a copy of an
education record made for a parent or eligible student if doing so would
effectively prevent or, in the case of a student with a disability, impair the parent
or eligible student from exercising their right to inspect or review the student’s
education records.

XV. REQUEST TO AMEND RECORDS; PROCEDURES TO CHALLENGE DATA

A.

Request to Amend Education Records

The parent of a student or an eligible student who believes that information contained in
the education records of the student is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the privacy
rights of the student may request that the school district amend those records.
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C.

1. The request shall be in writing, shall identify the item the requestor believes to be
inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of the privacy or other rights of the student,
shall state the reason for this belief, and shall specify the correction the requestor
wishes the school district to make. The request shall be signed and dated by the

requestor.

2. The school district shall decide whether to amend the education records of the
student in accordance with the request within thirty (30) days after receiving the
request.

3. If the school district decides to refuse to amend the education records of the

student in accordance with the request, it shall inform the parent of the student or
the eligible student of the refusal and advise the parent or eligible student of the
right to a hearing under Subdivision B. of this section.

Right to a Hearing

If the school district refuses to amend the education records of a student, the school
district, on request, shall provide an opportunity for a hearing in order to challenge the
content of the student’s education records to ensure that information in the education
records of the student is not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the
privacy or other rights of the student. A hearing shall be conducted in accordance with
Subdivision C. of this section.

1. If, as a result of the hearing, the school district decides that the information is
inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the privacy or other rights of
the student, it shall amend the education records of the student accordingly and so
inform the parent of the student or the eligible student in writing.

2. If, as a result of the hearing, the school district decides that the information is not
inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the privacy or other rights of
the student, it shall inform the parent or eligible student of the right to place a
statement in the record commenting on the contested information in the record or
stating why he or she disagrees with the decision of the school district, or both.

3. Any statement placed in the education records of the student under Subdivision B.
of this section shall:

a. be maintained by the school district as part of the education records of the
student so long as the record or contested portion thereof is maintained by
the school district; and

b. if the education records of the student or the contested portion thereof is
disclosed by the school district to any party, the explanation shall also be
disclosed to that party.

Conduct of Hearing
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1. The hearing shall be held within a reasonable period of time after the school
district has received the request, and the parent of the student or the eligible
student shall be given notice of the date, place, and time reasonably in advance of
the hearing.

2. The hearing may be conducted by any individual, including an official of the
school district who does not have a direct interest in the outcome of the hearing.
The school board attorney shall be in attendance to present the school board’s
position and advise the designated hearing officer on legal and evidentiary
matters.

3. The parent of the student or eligible student shall be afforded a full and fair
opportunity for hearing to present evidence relative to the issues raised under
Subdivisions A. and B. of this section and may be assisted or represented by
individuals of his or her choice at his or her own expense, including an attorney.

4. The school district shall make a decision in writing within a reasonable period of
time after the conclusion of the hearing. The decision shall be based solely on
evidence presented at the hearing and shall include a summary of evidence and
reasons for the decision.

Appeal

The final decision of the designated hearing officer may be appealed in accordance with
the applicable provisions of Minnesota Statutes Chapter 14 relating to contested cases.

XVI. PROBLEMS ACCESSING DATA

A.

The data practices compliance official is the designated employee to whom persons may
direct questions or concerns regarding problems in obtaining access to data or other data
practices problems.

Data practices compliance official means [designate title and actual name of individual].
Any request by an individual with a disability for reasonable modifications of the school

district’s policies or procedures for purposes of accessing records shall be made to the
data practices compliance official.

XVII. COMPLAINTS FOR NONCOMPLIANCE WITH FERPA

A.

Where to File Complaints

Complaints regarding alleged violations of rights accorded parents and eligible students
by FERPA, and the rules promulgated thereunder, shall be submitted in writing to the
U.S. Department of Education, Student Privacy Policy Office, 400 Maryland Avenue
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202-8520.
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B. Content of Complaint

A complaint filed pursuant to this section must contain specific allegations of fact giving
reasonable cause to believe that a violation of FERPA and the rules promulgated
thereunder has occurred.

XVIII. WAIVER

A parent or eligible student may waive any of his or her rights provided herein pursuant to
FERPA. A waiver shall not be valid unless in writing and signed by the parent or eligible
student. The school district may not require such a waiver.

XIX. ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS

A. Contents of Notice

The school district shall give parents of students currently in attendance and eligible
students currently in attendance annual notice by such means as are reasonably likely to
inform the parents and eligible students of the following:

1.

That the parent or eligible student has a right to inspect and review the student’s
education records and the procedure for inspecting and reviewing education
records;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to seek amendment of the student’s
education records to ensure that those records are not inaccurate, misleading, or
otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other rights and the procedure
for requesting amendment of records;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to consent to disclosures of
personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records,
except to the extent that federal and state law and the regulations promulgated
thereunder authorize disclosure without consent;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to file a complaint with the U.S.
Department of Education regarding an alleged failure by the school district to
comply with the requirements of FERPA and the rules promulgated thereunder;

The criteria for determining who constitutes a school official and what constitutes
a legitimate educational interest for purposes of disclosing education records to
other school officials whom the school district has determined to have legitimate
educational interests; and

That the school district forwards education records on request to a school in
which a student seeks or intends to enroll or is already enrolled as long as the
disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer and that
such records may include suspension and expulsion records pursuant to the
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federal Every Student Succeeds Act and, if applicable, a student’s history of
violent behavior.

B. Notification to Parents of Students Having a Primary Home Language Other Than

English

The school district shall provide for the need to effectively notify parents of students
identified as having a primary or home language other than English.

C. Notification to Parents or Eligible Students Who are Disabled

The school district shall provide for the need to effectively notify parents or eligible
students identified as disabled.

XX. DESTRUCTION AND RETENTION OF RECORDS

Destruction and retention of records by the school district shall be controlled by state and federal

law.

XXI. COPIES OF POLICY

Copies of this policy may be obtained by parents and eligible students at the superintendent’s

office.

Legal References:

Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)

Minn. Stat. § 13.393 (Attorneys)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 14 (Administrative Procedures Act)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.40-121A.56 (The Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.75 (Receipt of Records; Sharing)

Minn. Stat. § 127A.852 (Military-Connected Youth Identifier)

Minn. Stat. § 144.341-144.347 (Consent of Minors for Health Services)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 256B (Medical Assistance for Needy Persons)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 256L (MinnesotaCare)

Minn. Stat. § 260B.171, subds. 3 and 5 (Disposition Order and Peace Officer
Records of Children)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260E (Reporting of Maltreatment of Minors)

Minn. Stat. § 363A.42 (Public Records; Accessibility)

Minn. Rules Parts 1205.0100-1205.2000 (Data Practices)

10 U.S.C. § 503(b) and (c) (Enlistments: Recruiting Campaigns; Compilation of
Directory Information)

18 U.S.C. § 2331 (Definitions)

18 U.S.C. § 2332b (Acts of Terrorism Transcending National Boundaries)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

20 U.S.C. § 7908 (Armed Forces Recruiting Information)

20 U.S.C. § 7917 (Transfer of School Disciplinary Records)
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Cross References:

25 U.S.C. § 5304 (Definitions — Tribal Organization)

26 U.S.C. §§ 151 and 152 (Internal Revenue Code)

42 U.S.C. § 1711 et seq. (Child Nutrition Act)

42 U.S.C. § 1751 et seq. (Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act)
34 C.F.R. §§ 99.1-99.67 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy)

34 C.F.R. § 300.610-300.627 (Confidentiality of Information)

42 C.F.R. § 2.1 et seq. (Confidentiality of Drug Abuse Patient Records)
Gonzaga University v. Doe, 536 U.S. 273 309 (2002)

Policy 414 (Mandated Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical or Sexual Abuse)
Policy 417 (Chemical Use and Abuse)

Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

Policy 519 (Interviews of Students by Outside Agencies)

Policy 520 (Student Surveys)

Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)

Policy 722 (Public Data Requests)

Policy 906 (Community Notification of Predatory Offenders)

MSBA School Law Bulletin “I”’ (School Records — Privacy — Access to Data)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Independent School District No. 726 gives notice to parents of students currently in
attendance in the District, and eligible students currently in attendance in the District, of their
rights regarding pupil records.

1. Parents and eligible students are hereby informed that they have the following
rights:
a. That a parent or eligible student has a right to inspect and review the

student’s education records. A parent or eligible student should submit to
the school district a written request to inspect education records which
identify as precisely as possible the record or records he or she wishes to
inspect. The parent or eligible student will be notified of the time and
place where the records may be inspected;

b. That the parent or eligible student has a right to seek amendment of the
student’s education records to ensure that those records are not inaccurate,
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights. A
parent or eligible student may ask the school district to amend a record
that they believe is inaccurate or misleading. The request shall be in
writing, identify the item the parent or eligible student believes to be
inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of the privacy rights of the student,
shall state the reason for this belief, and shall specify the correction the
parent or eligible student wishes the school district to make. The request
shall be signed by the parent or eligible student. If the school district
decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible
student, the school district will notify the parent or eligible student of the
decision and advise him or her of the right to a hearing regarding the
request for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing
procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified
of the right to a hearing;

C. That the parent or eligible student has a right to consent to disclosures of
personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education
records, except to the extent that federal and state law and the regulations
promulgated thereunder authorize disclosures without consent;

d. That the school district may disclose education records to other school
officials within the school district if the school district has determined they
have legitimate educational interests. For purposes of such disclosure, a
“school official” is a person employed by the school district as an
administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including
health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel) or other
employee; a person serving on the school board; a person or company with
whom the school district has consulted to perform a specific task (such as
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an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, therapist, public information
officer, or data practices compliance official); or a parent or student
serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance
committee; or any individual assisting a school official in the performance
of his or her tasks. A school official has a “legitimate educational
interest” if the individual needs to review an education record in order to
fulfill his or her professional responsibility and includes, but is not limited
to, an interest directly related to classroom instruction, teaching, student
achievement and progress, discipline of a student, and student health and
welfare and the ability to respond to a request for educational data;

That the school district forwards education records on request to a school
or post-secondary educational institution in which a student seeks or
intends to enroll, or is already enrolled, as long as the disclosure is for
purposes related to the student’s enrollment, including information about
disciplinary action taken as a result of any incident in which the student
possessed or used a dangerous weapon, suspension and expulsion
information pursuant to section 7165 of the federal No Child Left Behind
Act and any disposition order which adjudicates the student as delinquent
for committing an illegal act on school district property and certain other
illegal acts;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to file a complaint with the
U.S. Department of Education regarding an alleged failure by the school
district to comply with the requirements of 20 U.S.C. § 1232g and the
rules promulgated thereunder. The name and address of the office that
administers the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act is:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20202

Copies of the school board policy and accompanying procedures and regulations
are available to parents and students upon written request to the Superintendent.

Pursuant to applicable law, Independent School District No. 726 gives notice to
parents of students currently in attendance in the school district, and eligible
students currently in attendance in the school district, of their rights regarding
“directory information.”

“Directory information” includes the following information relating to a student:
the student’s name; address; telephone number; electronic mail address;
photograph; date and place of birth; major field of study; dates of attendance;
grade level; enrollment status; participation in officially recognized activities and
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sports; weight and height of members of athletic teams; degrees, honors and
awards received; the most recent educational agency or institution attended by the
student; and other similar information. “Directory information” also includes the
name, address and telephone number of the student’s parent(s). “Directory
information” does not include a student’s social security number or a student’s
identification number (ID) if the ID may be used to access education records
without use of one or more factors that authenticate the student’s identity such as
a personal identification number, password, or other factor known or possessed
only by the authorized user. It also does not include identifying information on a
student’s religion, race, color, social position, or nationality.

a. THE INFORMATION LISTED ABOVE SHALL BE PUBLIC
INFORMATION WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY DISCLOSE
FROM THE EDUCATION RECORDS OF A STUDENT OR
INFORMATION REGARDING A PARENT.

b. SHOULD THE PARENT OF A STUDENT OR THE STUDENT SO
DESIRE, ANY OR ALL OF THE LISTED INFORMATION WILL NOT
BE DISCLOSED WITHOUT THE PARENT’S OR ELIGIBLE
STUDENT’S PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT EXCEPT TO SCHOOL
OFFICIALS AS PROVIDED UNDER FEDERAL LAW.

c. IN ORDER TO MAKE ANY OR ALL OF THE DIRECTORY
INFORMATION LISTED ABOVE “PRIVATE” (L.E., SUBJECT TO
CONSENT PRIOR TO DISCLOSURE), THE PARENT OR ELIGIBLE
STUDENT MUST MAKE A WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE
BUILDING PRINCIPAL WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE LAST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. THIS
WRITTEN REQUEST MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

(1)  NAME OF STUDENT AND PARENT, AS APPROPRIATE;
(2) HOME ADDRESS;
(3)  SCHOOL PRESENTLY ATTENDED BY STUDENT;

4) PARENT’S LEGAL RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT, IF
APPLICABLE;

(5) SPECIFIC CATEGORY OR CATEGORIES OF DIRECTORY
INFORMATION WHICH IS NOT TO BE MADE PUBLIC
WITHOUT THE PARENT’S OR ELIGIBLE STUDENT’S
PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT.
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Pursuant to applicable law, Independent School District No. 726 hereby gives
notice to parents of students and eligible students in grades 11 and 12 of their
rights regarding release of information to military recruiting officers and post-
secondary educational institutions. The school district must release the names,
addresses, and home telephone numbers of students in grades 11 and 12 to
military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions within
sixty (60) days after the date of the request. Data released to military recruiting
officers under this provision may be used only for the purpose of providing
information to students about military service, state and federal veterans’
education benefits, and other career and educational opportunities provided by the
military and cannot be further disseminated to any other person except personnel
of the recruiting services of the armed forces.

SHOULD THE PARENT OF A STUDENT OR THE ELIGIBLE STUDENT SO
DESIRE, ANY OR ALL OF THE LISTED INFORMATION WILL NOT BE
DISCLOSED TO MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS AND POST-
SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT PRIOR
CONSENT.

IN ORDER TO REFUSE THE RELEASE OF THIS INFORMATION
WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT, THE PARENT OR ELIGIBLE STUDENT
MUST MAKE A WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE BUILDING PRINCIPAL, BY
SEPTEMBER 15 EACH YEAR. THIS WRITTEN REQUEST MUST
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(1)  NAME OF STUDENT AND PARENT, AS APPROPRIATE;
(2) HOME ADDRESS;

(3)  STUDENT’S GRADE LEVEL;

(4)  SCHOOL PRESENTLY ATTENDED BY STUDENT;

(5) PARENT’S LEGAL RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT, IF
APPLICABLE;

(6) SPECIFIC CATEGORY OR CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION
WHICH ARE NOT TO BE RELEASED TO MILITARY RECRUITING
OFFICERS AND POST-SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT;

(7 SPECIFIC CATEGORY OR CATEGORIES OF DIRECTORY
INFORMATION WHICH ARE NOT TO BE RELEASED TO THE
PUBLIC, INCLUDING MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS AND
POST-SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.
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INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 726
BECKER, MINNESOTA

Dated:

Chair
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JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. § 13.32, Subds. 3(i) and 8(a)

DATE/TIME OF REQUEST:

TO:

(Superintendent of school district or chief administrative officer of school)

FROM:

(Requester’s name/agency)

STUDENT:

BASIS FOR REQUEST:

Juvenile delinquency investigation/prosecution
Child protection assessment/investigation
- Investigation/filing of CHIPS or delinquency petition

RESPONSE TO REQUEST:

The school must provide the following information on request:

INFORMATION REQUESTED: (mark all that apply) RESPONSE PROVIDED: (yes / no)
Student’s full name
Home address

Telephone number

Date of birth

Student’s school schedule
Attendance record
Photographs, if any; and

Parents’ names, home addresses, and
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telephone numbers
A record of the written request and of the release must be maintained in the student’s file.

CERTIFICATION: The undersigned certifies that he or she is a member of the juvenile justice
system. The requested data are needed by the juvenile justice system so it may effectively serve,
prior to adjudication, the student whose records are released. The undersigned will not disclose
the information received to any other party, except as provided under state law, without prior
written consent as required by Code of Federal Regulations, title 34, section 99.38(b). The
undersigned further certifies that he or she understands that, by signing this request, he or she is
subject to the penalties in Minn. Stat. § 13.09.

Signature/Title
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JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. § 13.32, Subds. 3(i) and 8(b)

DATE/TIME OF REQUEST:

o (Superintendent of school district or chief administrative officer of school)
FROM:
(Requester’s name/agency)
STUDENT:
BASIS FOR REQUEST:

Juvenile delinquency investigation/prosecution
Child protection assessment/investigation
Investigation/filing of CHIPS or delinquency petition

REASON FOR REQUEST: (Requester must describe why information regarding existence of
the data marked below is necessary to effectively serve the student)

RESPONSE TO REQUEST:

The school must indicate whether it has data on the student that document any activity or
behavior marked by the requester.

INFORMATION REQUESTED: (mark all that apply) RESPONSE PROVIDED: (yes / no)
Indicate whether you have data that document the student’s:
Use of a controlled substance, alcohol, or tobacco

Assaultive or threatening conduct as defined in
Minn. Stat. § 13.32, Subd. 8
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Possession or use of weapons or look-alike weapons
Theft

Vandalism and damage to property

CERTIFICATION: The undersigned certifies that he or she is a member of the juvenile justice
system. The requested data are needed by the juvenile justice system so it may effectively serve,
prior to adjudication, the student whose records are released. The undersigned will not disclose
the information received to any other party, except as provided under state law, without prior
written consent as required by Code of Federal Regulations, title 34, section 99.38(b). The
undersigned further certifies that he or she understands that, by signing this request, he or she is
subject to the penalties in Minn. Stat. § 13.09.

Signature/Title
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II1.

I1I1.

PROTECTION AND PRIVACY OF PUPIL RECORDS

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues.]

PURPOSE

The school district recognizes its responsibility in regard to the collection, maintenance, and
dissemination of pupil records and the protection of the privacy rights of students as provided
in federal law and state statutes.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The following procedures and policies regarding the protection and privacy of parents and
students are adopted by the school district, pursuant to the requirements of 20 United States
Code, section 1232g, et seq., (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)) 34 Code of
Federal Regulations part 99 and consistent with the requirements of the Minnesota Government
Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes, chapter 13, and Minnesota Rules parts 1205.0100-
1205.2000.

DEFINITIONS

A. Authorized Representative

“Authorized representative” means any entity or individual designated by the school
district, state, or an agency headed by an official of the Comptroller of the United States,
the Attorney General of the United States, the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Education, or state and local educational authorities to conduct, with respect to federal
or state supported education programs, any audit or evaluation or any compliance or
enforcement activity in connection with federal legal requirements that relate to these
programs.

B. Biometric Record

“Biometric record,” as referred to in “Personally Identifiable,” means a record of one or
more measurable biological or behavioral characteristics that can be used for automated
recognition of an individual (e.g., fingerprints, retina and iris patterns, voiceprints, DNA
sequence, facial characteristics, and handwriting).

C. Dates of Attendance

“Dates of attendance,” as referred to in “Directory Information,” means the period of
time during which a student attends or attended a school or schools in the school district,
including attendance in person or by paper correspondence, videoconference, satellite,
Internet, or other electronic information and telecommunications technologies for
students who are not in the classroom, and including the period during which a student
is working under a work-study program. The term does not include specific daily records
of a student’s attendance at a school or schools in the school district.
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Directory Information

1. “Directory information,” under federal law, means information contained in an
education record of a student that would not generally be considered harmful or
an invasion of privacy if disclosed. It includes the student’s name; address;
telephone listing; electronic mail address; photograph; date and place of birth;
major field of study; dates of attendance; grade level; enrollment status (i.e.,
full-time or part-time); participation in officially recognized activities and sports;
weight and height of members of athletic teams; degrees, honors and awards
received; and the most recent educational agency or institution attended. It
also includes the name, address, and telephone number of the student’s
parent(s). Directory information does not include:

a. a student’s social security number;

b. a student’s identification number (ID), user ID, or other unique personal
identifier used by a student for purposes of accessing or communicating
in electronic systems if the identifier may be used to access education
records without use of one or more factors that authenticate the
student’s identity such as a personal identification number (PIN),
password, or other factor known or possessed only by the authorized
user;

10

a student ID or other unique personal identifier that is displayed on a
student ID badge if the identifier can be used to gain access to
educational records when used in conjunction with one or more factors
that authenticate the student’s identity, such as a PIN, password, or
other factor known or possessed only by the student;

o

personally identifiable data which references religion, race, color, social
position, or nationality; or

o

data collected from nonpublic school students, other than those who
receive shared time educational services, unless written consent is given
by the student’s parent or guardian.

2. Under Minnesota law, a school district may not designate a student’s home
address, telephone number, email address, or other personal contact
information as “directory information.”

[Note: The federal definition includes all of the types of
information specifically referenced by state-and-or-federal law
as directory information. The federal definition applies to
information requests by military recruiting officers, as set out in
Article XI below.

The Minnesota definition imposes additional restrictions upon
the types of information that may be designated as directory
information.

A school district may choose not to designate some or all of the
enumerated information as directory information. A school
district also may add to the list of directory information, as long
as the added data is not information that generally would be
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deemed as an invasion of privacy or information that references
the student’s religion, race, color, social position, or nationality.
Federal law now allows a school district to specify that the
disclosure of directory information will be limited to specific
parties, for specific purposes, or both. The identity of those
parties and/or purposes should be identified. To the extent a
school district adds these restrictions, it must then limit its
directory information disclosures to those individuals and/or
purposes specified in this public notice. Procedures to address
how these restrictions will be enforced by the school district are
advised. Designation of directory information is an important
policy decision for the local school board who must balance not
only the privacy interests of the student against public
disclosure but also the additional administrative requirements
such restrictions on disclosures will place on the school district.]

E. Education Records

1. What constitutes “education records.” Education records means those records
that are: (1) directly related to a student; and (2) maintained by the school
district or by a party acting for the school district.

2. What does not constitute education records. The term “education records” does
not include:
a. Records of instructional personnel that are:
(1) kept in the sole possession of the maker of the record;
(2) used only as a personal memory aid;
(3) not accessible or revealed to any other individual except a

temporary substitute teacher; and
4) destroyed at the end of the school year.
b. Records of a law enforcement unit of the school district, provided

education records maintained by the school district are not disclosed to
the unit, and the law enforcement records are:

(1) maintained separately from education records;
(2) maintained solely for law enforcement purposes; and
(3) disclosed only to law enforcement officials of the same
jurisdiction.
C. Records relating to an individual, including a student, who is employed

by the school district which:
(1) are made and maintained in the normal course of business;
(2) relate exclusively to the individual in that individual’s capacity

as an employee; and
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(3) are not available for use for any other purpose.

However, records relating to an individual in attendance at the school
district who is employed as a result of his or her status as a student are
education records.

d. Records relating to an eligible student, or a student attending an
institution of post-secondary education, that are:

(1) made or maintained by a physician, psychiatrist, psychologist,
or other recognized professional or paraprofessional acting in
his or her professional or paraprofessional capacity or assisting
in that capacity;

(2) made, maintained, or used only in connection with the provision
of treatment to the student; and

(3) disclosed only to individuals providing the treatment; provided
that the records can be personally reviewed by a physician or
other appropriate professional of the student’s choice. For the
purpose of this definition, “treatment” does not include remedial
educational activities or activities that are a part of the program
of instruction within the school district.

e. Records created or received by the school district after an individual is
no longer a student at the school district and that are not directly related
to the individual’s attendance as a student.

f. Grades on peer-related papers before the papers are collected and
recorded by a teacher.

Education Support Services Data

"Education support services data" means data on individuals collected, created,
maintained, used, or disseminated relating to programs administered by a government
entity or entity under contract with a government entity designed to eliminate disparities
and advance equities in educational achievement for youth by coordinating services
available to participants, regardless of the youth's involvement with other government
services. Education support services data does not include welfare data under Minnesota
Statutes, section 13.46.

Unless otherwise provided by law, all education support services data are private data
on individuals and must not be disclosed except according to Minnesota Statutes, section
13.05 or a court order.

Eligible Student

“Eligible student” means a student who has attained eighteen (18) years of age or is
attending an institution of post-secondary education.

Juvenile Justice System
“Juvenile justice system” includes criminal justice agencies and the judiciary when
involved in juvenile justice activities.
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Legitimate Educational Interest

“Legitimate educational interest” includes an interest directly related to classroom
instruction, teaching, student achievement and progress, discipline of a student, student
health and welfare, and the ability to respond to a request for education data. It includes
a person’s need to know in order to:

1. Perform an administrative task required in the school or employee’s contract or
position description approved by the school board;

2. Perform a supervisory or instructional task directly related to the student’s
education;
3. Perform a service or benefit for the student or the student’s family such as health

care, counseling, student job placement, or student financial aid; or
4. Perform a task directly related to responding to a request for data.
Parent

“Parent” means a parent of a student and includes a natural parent, a guardian, or an
individual acting as a parent of the student in the absence of a parent or guardian. The
school district may presume the parent has the authority to exercise the rights provided
herein, unless it has been provided with evidence that there is a state law or court order
governing such matters as marriage dissolution, separation or child custody, or a legally
binding instrument which provides to the contrary.

Personally Identifiable

“Personally identifiable” means that the data or information includes, but is not limited
to: (a) a student’s name; (b) the name of the student’s parent or other family member;
(c) the address of the student or student’s family; (d) a personal identifier such as the
student’s social security number or student number or biometric record; (e) other
indirect identifiers, such as the student’s date of birth, place of birth, and mother’s
maiden name; (f) other information that, alone or in combination, is linked or linkable
to a specific student that would allow a reasonable person in the school community, who
does not have personal knowledge of the relevant circumstances, to identify the student
with reasonable certainty; or (g) information requested by a person who the school
district reasonably believes knows the identity of the student to whom the education
record relates.

Record
“Record” means any information or data recorded in any way including, but not limited
to, handwriting, print, computer media, video or audio tape, film, microfilm, and

microfiche.

Responsible Authority

“Responsible authority” means [designate title and actual name of individual].
Student

“Student” includes any individual who is or has been in attendance, enrolled, or
registered at the school district and regarding whom the school district maintains
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IvV.

education records. Student also includes applicants for enroliment or registration at the
school district and individuals who receive shared time educational services from the
school district.

0. School Official

“School official” includes: (a) a person duly elected to the school board; (b) a person
employed by the school board in an administrative, supervisory, instructional, or other
professional position; (c) a person employed by the school board as a temporary
substitute in a professional position for the period of his or her performance as a
substitute; and (d) a person employed by, or under contract to, the school board to
perform a special task such as a secretary, a clerk, a public information officer or data
practices compliance official, an attorney, or an auditor for the period of his or her
performance as an employee or contractor.

[Note: School districts may wish to reference police liaison officers in the
definition of a "school official.” Depending on the circumstances of the
relationship, this may be added in subpart (d) of the definition or in a new
subpart (e). Caution should be used to ensure that police liaison officers are
considered "school officials” only when performing duties as a police liaison
officer and that they are trained as to their obligations pursuant to this policy.
Consultation with the school district’s legal counsel is recommended. ]

P. Summary Data
“Summary data” means statistical records and reports derived from data on individuals
but in which individuals are not identified and from which neither their identities nor any
other characteristic that could uniquely identify the individual is ascertainable.

Q. Other Terms and Phrases

All other terms and phrases shall be defined in accordance with applicable state and
federal law or ordinary customary usage.

GENERAL CLASSIFICATION

State law provides that all data collected, created, received, or maintained by a school district
are public unless classified by state or federal law as not public or private or confidential. State
law classifies all data on individuals maintained by a school district which relates to a student
as private data on individuals. This data may not be disclosed to parties other than the parent
or eligible student without consent, except pursuant to a valid court order, certain state statutes
authorizing access, and the provisions of FERPA and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

STATEMENT OF RIGHTS

A. Rights of Parents and Eligible Students

Parents and eligible students have the following rights under this policy:
1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records;
2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records to ensure

that they are not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the
student’s privacy or other rights;
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3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information
contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that such
consent is not required for disclosure pursuant to this policy, state or federal
law, or the regulations promulgated thereunder;

4. The right to refuse release of names, addresses, and home telephone numbers
of students in grades 11 and 12 to military recruiting officers and post-secondary
educational institutions;

5. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning
alleged failures by the school district to comply with the federal law and the
regulations promulgated thereunder;

6. The right to be informed about rights under the federal law; and
7. The right to obtain a copy of this policy at the location set forth in Section XXI.
of this policy.
B. Eligible Students

All rights and protections given to parents under this policy transfer to the student when
he or she reaches eighteen (18) years of age or enrolls in an institution of post-
secondary education. The student then becomes an “eligible student.” However, the
parents of an eligible student who is also a “dependent student” are entitled to gain
access to the education records of such student without first obtaining the consent of
the student. In addition, parents of an eligible student may be given access to education
records in connection with a health or safety emergency if the disclosure meets the
conditions of any provision set forth in 34 Code of Federal Regulations section 99.31(a).

C. Students with a Disability

The school district shall follow 34 Code of Federal Regulations sections 300.610-300.617
with regard to the privacy, notice, access, recordkeeping, and accuracy of information
related to students with a disability.

VI. DISCLOSURE OF EDUCATION RECORDS

A. Consent Required for Disclosure

1. The school district shall obtain a signed and dated written informed consent of
the parent of a student or the eligible student before disclosing personally
identifiable information from the education records of the student, except as
provided herein.

2. The written consent required by this subdivision must be signed and dated by
the parent of the student or the eligible student giving the consent and shall
include:

a. a specification of the records to be disclosed;
b. the purpose or purposes of the disclosure;
C. the party or class of parties to whom the disclosure may be made;

d. the consequences of giving informed consent; and
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6.

e. if appropriate, a termination date for the consent.
When a disclosure is made under this subdivision:

a. if the parent or eligible student so requests, the school district shall
provide him or her with a copy of the records disclosed; and

b. if the parent of a student who is not an eligible student so requests, the
school district shall provide the student with a copy of the records
disclosed.

A signed and dated written consent may include a record and signature in
electronic form that:

a. identifies and authenticates a particular person as the source of the
electronic consent; and

b. indicates such person’s approval of the information contained in the
electronic consent.

If the responsible authority seeks an individual’s informed consent to the release
of private data to an insurer or the authorized representative of an insurer,
informed consent shall not be deemed to have been given unless the statement
is:

a. in plain language;
b. dated;
C. specific in designating the particular persons or agencies the data

subject is authorizing to disclose information about the data subject;

d. specific as to the nature of the information the subject is authorizing to
be disclosed;

e. specific as to the persons or agencies to whom the subject is authorizing
information to be disclosed;

f. specific as to the purpose or purposes for which the information may be
used by any of the parties named in Clause e. above, both at the time
of the disclosure and at any time in the future; and

g. specific as to its expiration date which should be within a reasonable
time, not to exceed one year except in the case of authorizations given
in connection with applications for: (i) life insurance or noncancellable
or guaranteed renewable health insurance and identified as such, two
years after the date of the policy, or (ii) medical assistance under
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 256B or Minnesota Care under Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 256L, which shall be ongoing during all terms of
eligibility, for individualized education program health-related services
provided by a school district that are subject to third party
reimbursement.

Eligible Student Consent
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Whenever a student has attained eighteen (18) years of age or is attending an
institution of post-secondary education, the rights accorded to and the consent
required of the parent of the student shall thereafter only be accorded to and
required of the eligible student, except as provided in Section V. of this policy.

Prior Consent for Disclosure Not Required

The school district may disclose personally identifiable information from the education
records of a student without the written consent of the parent of the student or the
eligible student unless otherwise provided herein, if the disclosure is:

1.

To other school officials, including teachers, within the school district whom the
school district determines have a legitimate educational interest in such records;

To a contractor, consultant, volunteer, or other party to whom the school district
has outsourced institutional services or functions provided that the outside
party:

a. performs an institutional service or function for which the school district
would otherwise use employees;

b. is under the direct control of the school district with respect to the use
and maintenance of education records; and

C. will not disclose the information to any other party without the prior
consent of the parent or eligible student and uses the information only
for the purposes for which the disclosure was made;

To officials of other schools, school districts, or post-secondary educational
institutions in which the student seeks or intends to enroll, or is already enrolled,
as long as the disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or
transfer. The records shall include information about disciplinary action taken
as a result of any incident in which the student possessed or used a dangerous
weapon, and with proper annual notice (see Section XIX.), suspension and
expulsion information pursuant to section 7917 of the federal Every Student
Succeeds Act, 20 United States Code section 7917, [insert the following if the
school district has a policy regarding Staff Notification of Violent Behavior by
Students] and, if applicable, data regarding a student’s history of violent
behavior. The records also shall include a copy of any probable cause notice or
any disposition or court order under Minnesota Statutes, section 260B.171,
unless the data are required to be destroyed under Minnesota Statutes, section
120A.22, subdivision 7(c) or section 121A.75. On request, the school district
will provide the parent or eligible student with a copy of the education records
that have been transferred and provide an opportunity for a hearing to challenge
the content of those records in accordance with Section XV. of this policy;

To authorized representatives of the Comptroller General of the United States,
the Attorney General of the United States, the Secretary of the U.S. Department
of Education, or the Commissioner of the State Department of Education or his
or her representative, subject to the conditions relative to such disclosure
provided under federal law;

In connection with financial aid for which a student has applied or has received,
if the information is necessary for such purposes as to:
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a. determine eligibility for the aid;

b. determine the amount of the aid;
C. determine conditions for the aid; or
d. enforce the terms and conditions of the aid.

“Financial aid” for purposes of this provision means a payment of funds provided
to an individual or a payment in kind of tangible or intangible property to the
individual that is conditioned on the individual’s attendance at an educational
agency or institution;

To state and local officials or authorities to whom such information is specifically
allowed to be reported or disclosed pursuant to state statute adopted:

a. before November 19, 1974, if the allowed reporting or disclosure
concerns the juvenile justice system and such system’s ability to
effectively serve the student whose records are released; or

b. after November 19, 1974, if the reporting or disclosure allowed by state
statute concerns the juvenile justice system and the system’s ability to
effectively serve, prior to adjudication, the student whose records are
released, provided the officials and authorities to whom the records are
disclosed certify in writing to the school district that the data will not be
disclosed to any other party, except as provided by state law, without
the prior written consent of the parent of the student. At a minimum,
the school district shall disclose the following information to the juvenile
justice system under this paragraph: a student’s full name, home
address, telephone number, and date of birth; a student’s school
schedule, attendance record, and photographs, if any; and parents’
names, home addresses, and telephone numbers;

To organizations conducting studies for or on behalf of educational agencies or
institutions for the purpose of developing, validating, or administering predictive
tests, administering student aid programs, or improving instruction; provided
that the studies are conducted in a manner which does not permit the personal
identification of parents or students by individuals other than representatives of
the organization who have a legitimate interest in the information, the
information is destroyed when no longer needed for the purposes for which the
study was conducted, and the school district enters into a written agreement
with the organization that: (a) specifies the purpose, scope, and duration of the
study or studies and the information to be disclosed; (b) requires the
organization to use personally identifiable information from education records
only to meet the purpose or purposes of the study as stated in the written
agreement; (c) requires the organization to conduct the study in a manner that
does not permit personal identification of parents and students by anyone other
than representatives of the organization with legitimate interests; and (d)
requires the organization to destroy all personally identifiable information when
information is no longer needed for the purposes for which the study was
conducted and specifies the time period in which the information must be
destroyed. For purposes of this provision, the term, “organizations,” includes,
but is not limited to, federal, state, and local agencies and independent
organizations. In the event the Department of Education determines that a third
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10.

11.

12.

party outside of the school district to whom information is disclosed violates this
provision, the school district may not allow that third party access to personally
identifiable information from education records for at least five (5) years;

To accrediting organizations in order to carry out their accrediting functions;

To parents of a student eighteen (18) years of age or older if the student is a
dependent of the parents for income tax purposes;

To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena, provided, however,
that the school district makes a reasonable effort to notify the parent or eligible
student of the order or subpoena in advance of compliance therewith so that the
parent or eligible student may seek protective action, unless the disclosure is in
compliance with a federal grand jury subpoena, or any other subpoena issued
for law enforcement purposes, and the court or other issuing agency has ordered
that the existence or the contents of the subpoena or the information furnished
in response to the subpoena not be disclosed, or the disclosure is in compliance
with an ex parte court order obtained by the United States Attorney General (or
designee not lower than an Assistant Attorney General) concerning
investigations or prosecutions of an offense listed in 18 United States Code
section 2332b(g)(5)(B), an act of domestic or international terrorism as defined
in 18 U.S.C. § 2331, or a parent is a party to a court proceeding involving child
abuse and neglect or dependency matters, and the order is issued in the context
of the proceeding. If the school district initiates legal action against a parent or
student, it may disclose to the court, without a court order or subpoena, the
education records of the student that are relevant for the school district to
proceed with the legal action as a plaintiff. Also, if a parent or eligible student
initiates a legal action against the school district, the school district may disclose
to the court, without a court order or subpoena, the student’s education records
that are relevant for the school district to defend itself;

To appropriate parties, including parents of an eligible student, in connection
with an emergency if knowledge of the information is necessary to protect the
health, including the mental health, or safety of the student or other individuals.
The decision is to be based upon information available at the time the threat
occurs that indicates that there is an articulable and significant threat to the
health or safety of a student or other individuals. In making a determination
whether to disclose information under this section, the school district may take
into account the totality of the circumstances pertaining to a threat and may
disclose information from education records to any person whose knowledge of
the information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or
other students. A record of this disclosure must be maintained pursuant to
Section XIII.E. of this policy. In addition, an educational agency or institution
may include in the education records of a student appropriate information
concerning disciplinary action taken against the student for conduct that posed
a significant risk to the safety or well-being of that student, other students, or
other members of the school community. This information may be disclosed to
teachers and school officials within the school district and/or teachers and school
officials in other schools who have legitimate educational interests in the
behavior of the student;

To the juvenile justice system if information about the behavior of a student

who poses a risk of harm is reasonably necessary to protect the health or safety
of the student or other individuals;
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Information the school district has designated as “directory information”
pursuant to Section VII. of this policy;

To military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions
pursuant to Section XI. of this policy;

To the parent of a student who is not an eligible student or to the student himself
or herself;

To appropriate health authorities to the extent necessary to administer
immunization programs and for bona fide epidemiologic investigations which the
commissioner of health determines are necessary to prevent disease or disability
to individuals in the public educational agency or institution in which the
investigation is being conducted;

To volunteers who are determined to have a legitimate educational interest in
the data and who are conducting activities and events sponsored by or endorsed
by the educational agency or institution for students or former students;

To the juvenile justice system, on written request that certifies that the
information will not be disclosed to any other person except as authorized by
law without the written consent of the parent of the student:

a. the following information about a student must be disclosed: a student’s
full name, home address, telephone number, date of birth; a student’s
school schedule, daily attendance record, and photographs, if any; and
any parents’ names, home addresses, and telephone numbers;

b. the existence of the following information about a student, not the actual
data or other information contained in the student’s education record,
may be disclosed provided that a request for access must be submitted
on the statutory form and it must contain an explanation of why access
to the information is necessary to serve the student: (1) use of a
controlled substance, alcohol, or tobacco; (2) assaultive or threatening
conduct that could result in dismissal from school under the Pupil Fair
Dismissal Act; (3) possession or use of weapons or look-alike weapons;
(4) theft; or (5) vandalism or other damage to property. Prior to
releasing this information, the principal or chief administrative officer of
a school who receives such a request must, to the extent permitted by
federal law, notify the student’s parent or guardian by certified mail of
the request to disclose information. If the student’s parent or guardian
notifies the school official of an objection to the disclosure within ten
(10) days of receiving certified notice, the school official must not
disclose the information and instead must inform the requesting
member of the juvenile justice system of the objection. If no objection
from the parent or guardian is received within fourteen (14) days, the
school official must respond to the request for information.

The written requests of the juvenile justice system member(s), as well as a
record of any release, must be maintained in the student’s file;

To the principal where the student attends and to any counselor directly
supervising or reporting on the behavior or progress of the student if it is
information from a disposition order received by a superintendent under
Minnesota Statutes, section 260B.171, subdivision 3. The principal must notify
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20.

21.

the counselor immediately and must place the disposition order in the student’s
permanent education record. The principal also must notify immediately any
teacher or administrator who directly supervises or reports on the behavior or
progress of the student whom the principal believes needs the information to
work with the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid being needlessly
vulnerable, or to protect other persons from needless vulnerability. The
principal may also notify other school district employees, substitutes, and
volunteers who are in direct contact with the student if the principal determines
that these individuals need the information to work with the student in an
appropriate manner, to avoid being needlessly vulnerable, or to protect other
persons from needless vulnerability. Such notices from the principal must
identify the student, outline the offense, and describe any conditions of
probation about which the school must provide information if this information is
provided in the disposition order. Disposition order information received is
private educational data received for the limited purpose of serving the
educational needs of the student and protecting students and staff. The
information may not be further disseminated by the counselor, teacher,
administrator, staff member, substitute, or volunteer except as necessary to
serve the student, to protect students and staff, or as otherwise required by
law, and only to the student or the student’s parent or guardian;

To the principal where the student attends if it is information from a peace
officer’'s record of children received by a superintendent under Minnesota
Statutes, section 260B.171, subdivision 5. The principal must place the
information in the student’s education record. The principal also must notify
immediately any teacher, counselor, or administrator directly supervising the
student whom the principal believes needs the information to work with the
student in an appropriate manner, to avoid being needlessly vulnerable, or to
protect other persons from needless vulnerability. The principal may also notify
other district employees, substitutes, and volunteers who are in direct contact
with the student if the principal determines that these individuals need the
information to work with the student in an appropriate manner, to avoid being
needlessly vulnerable, or to protect other persons from needless vulnerability.
Such notices from the principal must identify the student and describe the
alleged offense if this information is provided in the peace officer’s notice. Peace
officer’s record information received is private educational data received for the
limited purpose of serving the educational needs of the student and protecting
students and staff. The information must not be further disseminated by the
counselor, teacher administrator, staff member, substitute, or volunteer except
to communicate with the student or the student’s parent or guardian as
necessary to serve the student, to protect students and staff, or as otherwise
required by law.

The principal must delete the peace officer’s record from the student’s education
record, destroy the data, and make reasonable efforts to notify any teacher,
counselor, staff member, administrator, substitute, or volunteer who received
information from the peace officer’s record if the county attorney determines
not to proceed with a petition or directs the student into a diversion or mediation
program or if a juvenile court makes a decision on a petition and the county
attorney or juvenile court notifies the superintendent of such action;

To the Secretary of Agriculture, or authorized representative from the Food and
Nutrition Service or contractors acting on behalf of the Food and Nutrition
Service, for the purposes of conducting program monitoring, evaluations, and
performance measurements of state and local educational and other agencies
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VII.

and institutions receiving funding or providing benefits of one or more programs
authorized under the National School Lunch Act or the Child Nutrition Act of
1966 for which the results will be reported in an aggregate form that does not
identify any individual, on the conditions that: (a) any data collected shall be
protected in a manner that will not permit the personal identification of students
and their parents by other than the authorized representatives of the Secretary;
and (b) any personally identifiable data shall be destroyed when the data are no
longer needed for program monitoring, evaluations, and performance
measurements; or

22. To an agency caseworker or other representative of a State or local child welfare
agency, or tribal organization (as defined in 25 United States Code section
5304), who has the right to access a student’s case plan, as defined and
determined by the State or tribal organization, when such agency or
organization is legally responsible, in accordance with State or tribal law, for the
care and protection of the student, provided that the education records, or the
personally identifiable information contained in such records, of the student will
not be disclosed by such agency or organization, except to an individual or entity
engaged in addressing the student’s education needs and authorized by such
agency or organization to receive such disclosure and such disclosure is
consistent with the State or tribal laws applicable to protecting the
confidentiality of a student’s education records.

C. Nonpublic School Students

The school district may disclose personally identifiable information from the education
records of a nonpublic school student, other than a student who receives shared time
educational services, without the written consent of the parent of the student or the
eligible student unless otherwise provided herein, if the disclosure is:

1. Pursuant to a valid court order;
2. Pursuant to a statute specifically authorizing access to the private data; or
3. To appropriate health authorities to the extent necessary to administer

immunization programs and for bona fide epidemiological investigations which
the commissioner of health determines are necessary to prevent disease or
disability to individuals in the public educational agency or institution in which
the investigation is being conducted.

RELEASE OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION

A. ClassificationEducational Data

1. Educational data designated as directory information is public data on
individuals to the extent required under federal law. Directory information must
be designated pursuant to the provisions of:

a. Minnesota Statutes, section 13.32, subdivision 5; and
b. United States Code, title 20, section 1232g, and Code of Federal
Regulations, title 34, section 99.37, which were in effect on January 3,
2012.
2. The school district may not designate a student’s home address, telephone
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number, email address, or other personal contact information as directory
information under this section.

3. When requested, the school district must share personal contact information
and directory information, whether public or private, with the Minnesota
Department of Education, as required for federal reporting purposes.

[Note: This section became effective on the day following final enactment (May
19, 2023). Beginning on the effective date, a student’s personal contact
information subject to this section must be treated as private educational data
under Minnesota Statutes, section 13.32, regardless of whether that contact
information was previously designated as directory information under
Minnesota Statutes, section 13.32, subdivision 5].

Directory-information-is-public-except-as-provided-herein-

Former Students

Unless a former student validly opted out of the release of directory information while
the student was in attendance and has not rescinded the opt out request at any time,
the school district may disclose directory information from the education records
generated by it regarding the former student without meeting the requirements of
Paragraph C. of this section. In addition, under an explicit exclusion from the definition
of an “education record,” the school district may release records that only contain
information about an individual obtained after he or she is no longer a student at the
school district and that are not directly related to the individual’s attendance as a student
(e.g., a student’s activities as an alumnus of the school district).

Present Students and Parents

The school district may disclose directory information from the education records of a
student and information regarding parents without prior written consent of the parent
of the student or eligible student, except as provided herein. Prierto-such-disclosure

1. When conducting the directory information designation and notice process
required by federal law, the school district shall give parents and students notice
of the right to refuse to let the district designate specified data about the student
as directory information.

N

The school district shall give publie—annual notice by any means that are
reasonably likely to inform the parents and eligible students of:

a. the types of personally identifiable information regarding students
and/or parents that the school district has designated as directory
information;

b. the parent’s or eligible student’s right to refuse to let the school district
designate any or all of those types of information about the student
and/or the parent as directory information; and

C. the period of time in which a parent or eligible student has to notify the
school district in writing that he or she does not want any or all of those
types of information about the student and/or the parent designated as
directory information.
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[Note: Federal law allows a school district to specify that the disclosure of
directory information will be limited to specific parties, for specific purposes,
or both. If the school district chooses to impose these limitations, it is
advisable to add a new paragraph VII.C.1.d. that specifies that disclosures of
directory information will be limited to specific parties and/or for specific
purposes and identify those parties and/or purposes. To the extent a school
district adds these restrictions, it must then limit its directory information
disclosures to those individuals and/or purposes specified in this public notice.
Procedures to address how these restrictions will be enforced by the school
district are advised. This is an important policy decision for the local school
board which must balance not only the privacy interests of the student against
public disclosure, but also the additional administrative requirements such
restrictions will place on the school district.]

2. Allow a reasonable period of time after such notice has been given for a parent
or eligible student to inform the school district in writing that any or all of the
information so designated should not be disclosed without the parent’s or eligible
student’s prior written consent, except as provided in Section VI. of this policy.

3. A parent or eligible student may not opt out of the directory information
disclosures to:

a. prevent the school district from disclosing or requiring the student to
disclose the student’s name, ID, or school district e-mail address in a
class in which the student is enrolled; or

b. prevent the school district from requiring a student to wear, to display
publicly, or to disclose a student ID card or badge that exhibits
information that may be designated as directory information and that
has been properly designated by the school district as directory
information.

4. The school district shall not disclose or confirm directory information without
meeting the written consent requirements contained in Section VI.A. of this
policy if a student’s social security number or other non-directory information is
used alone or in combination with other data elements to identify or help identify
the student or the student’s records.

Procedure for Obtaining Nondisclosure of Directory Information

The parent’s or eligible student’s written notice shall be directed to the responsible
authority and shall include the following:

1. Name of the student and/or parent, as appropriate;

2. Home address;

3. School presently attended by student;

4. Parent’s legal relationship to student, if applicable; and

5. Specific categories of directory information to be made not public without the

parent’s or eligible student’s prior written consent, which shall only be applicable
for that school year.
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Duration

The designation of any information as directory information about a student or parents
will remain in effect for the remainder of the school year unless the parent or eligible
student provides the written notifications provided herein.

VIII. DISCLOSURE OF PRIVATE RECORDS

A.

Private Records

For the purposes herein, education records are records which are classified as private
data on individuals by state law and which are accessible only to the student who is the
subject of the data and the student’s parent if the student is not an eligible student.
The school district may not disclose private records or their contents except as summary
data, or except as provided in Section VI. of this policy, without the prior written consent
of the parent or the eligible student. The school district will use reasonable methods to
identify and authenticate the identity of parents, students, school officials, and any other
party to whom personally identifiable information from education records is disclosed.

Private Records Not Accessible to Parent

In certain cases, state law intends, and clearly provides, that certain information
contained in the education records of the school district pertaining to a student be
accessible to the student alone, and to the parent only under special circumstances, if
at all.

1. The responsible authority may deny access to private data by a parent when a
minor student who is the subject of that data requests that the responsible
authority deny such access. The minor student’s request must be submitted in
writing setting forth the reasons for denying access to the parent and must be
signed by the minor. Upon receipt of such request the responsible authority
shall determine if honoring the request to deny the parent access would be in
the best interest of the minor data subject. In making this determination the
responsible authority shall consider the following factors:

a. whether the minor is of sufficient age and maturity to be able to explain
the reasons for and understand the consequences of the request to deny
access;

b. whether the personal situation of the minor is such that denying parental
access may protect the minor data subject from physical or emotional
harm;

C. whether there are grounds for believing that the minor data subject’s
reasons for precluding parental access are reasonably accurate;

d. whether the data in question is of such a nature that disclosure of it to
the parent may lead to physical or emotional harm to the minor data
subject; and

e. whether the data concerns medical, dental or other health services
provided pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, sections 144.341-144.347, in
which case the data may be released only if the failure to inform the
parent would seriously jeopardize the health of the minor.
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Private Records Not Accessible to Student

Students shall not be entitled to access to private data concerning financial records and
statements of the student’s parent or any information contained therein.

Military-Connected Youth Identifier

When a school district updates its enroliment forms in the ordinary course of business,
the school district must include a box on the enrollment form to allow students to self-
identify as a military-connected youth. For purposes of this section, a "military-
connected youth" means having an immediate family member, including a parent or
sibling, who is currently in the armed forces either as a reservist or on active duty or
has recently retired from the armed forces. Data collected under this provision is private
data on individuals, but summary data may be published by the Department of
Education.

IX. DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL RECORDS

A.

Confidential Records

Confidential records are those records and data contained therein which are made not
public by state or federal law, and which are inaccessible to the student and the student’s
parents or to an eligible student.

Reports Under the Maltreatment of Minors Reporting Act

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260E , written copies of reports pertaining to a
neglected and/or physically and/or sexually abused child shall be accessible only to the
appropriate welfare and law enforcement agencies. In respect to other parties, such
data shall be confidential and will not be made available to the parent or the subject
individual by the school district. The subject individual, however, may obtain a copy of
the report from either the local welfare agency, county sheriff, or the local police
department subject to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260E.

Regardless of whether a written report is made under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 260E,
as soon as practicable after a school receives information regarding an incident that may
constitute maltreatment of a child in a school facility, the school shall inform the parent,
legal guardian, or custodian of the child that an incident occurred that may constitute
maltreatment of the child, when the incident occurred, and the nature of the conduct
that may constitute maltreatment.

Investigative Data

Data collected by the school district as part of an active investigation undertaken for the
purpose of the commencement or defense of pending civil legal action, or are retained
in anticipation of a pending civil legal action are classified as protected nonpublic data
in the case of data not on individuals, and confidential data in the case of data on
individuals.

1. The school district may make any data classified as protected non-public or
confidential pursuant to this subdivision accessible to any person, agency, or
the public if the school district determines that such access will aid the law
enforcement process, promote public health or safety, or dispel widespread
rumor or unrest.
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XI.

2. A complainant has access to a statement he or she provided to the school
district.

3. Parents or eligible students may have access to investigative data of which the
student is the subject, but only to the extent the data is not inextricably
intertwined with data about other school district students, school district
employees, and/or attorney data as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section
13.393.

4. Once a civil investigation becomes inactive, civil investigative data becomes
public unless the release of the data would jeopardize another pending civil legal
action, except for those portions of such data that are classified as not public
data under state or federal law. Any civil investigative data presented as
evidence in court or made part of a court record shall be public. For purposes
of this provision, a civil investigation becomes inactive upon the occurrence of
any of the following events:

a. a decision by the school district, or by the chief attorney for the school
district, not to pursue the civil legal action. However, such investigation
may subsequently become active if the school district or its attorney
decides to renew the civil legal action;

b. the expiration of the time to file a complaint under the statute of
limitations or agreement applicable to the civil legal action; or

C. the exhaustion or expiration of rights of appeal by either party to the
civil legal action.

5. A “pending civil legal action” for purposes of this subdivision is defined as
including, but not limited to, judicial, administrative, or arbitration proceedings.

Chemical Abuse Records

To the extent the school district maintains records of the identity, diagnosis, prognosis,
or treatment of any student which are maintained in connection with the performance
of any drug abuse prevention function conducted, regulated, or directly or indirectly
assisted by any department or agency of the United States, such records are classified
as confidential and shall be disclosed only for the purposes and under the circumstances
expressly authorized by law.

DISCLOSURE OF SCHOOL RECORDS PRIOR TO EXCLUSION OR EXPULSION HEARING

At a reasonable time prior to any exclusion or expulsion hearing, the student and the student’s
parent or guardian or representative shall be given access to all school district records pertaining
to the student, including any tests or reports upon which the action proposed by the school
district may be based, pursuant to the Minnesota Pupil Fair Dismissal Act, Minnesota Statutes,
section 121A.40, et seq.

DISCLOSURE OF DATA TO MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS AND POST-SECONDARY
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

A.

The school district will release the names, addresses, electronic mail address (which
shall be the electronic mail addresses provided by the school district, if available, that
may be released to military recruiting officers only), and home telephone numbers of
students in grades 11 and 12 to military recruiting officers and post-secondary
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educational institutions within sixty (60) days after the date of the request unless a
parent or eligible student has refused in writing to release this data pursuant to
Paragraph C. below.

Data released to military recruiting officers under this provision:

1. may be used only for the purpose of providing information to students about
military service, state and federal veterans’ education benefits, and other career
and educational opportunities provided by the military;

2. cannot be further disseminated to any other person except personnel of the
recruiting services of the armed forces; and

3. copying fees shall not be imposed.

A parent or eligible student has the right to refuse the release of the name, address,
electronic mail addresses (which shall be the electronic mail addresses provided by the
school, if available, that may be released to military recruiting officers only) or home
telephone number to military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational
institutions. To refuse the release of the above information to military recruiting officers
and post-secondary educational institutions, a parent or eligible student must notify the
responsible authority [designate title of individual, i.e., building principal] in writing by
[date] each year. The written request must include the following information:

1. Name of student and parent, as appropriate;

2. Home address;

3. Student’s grade level;

4. School presently attended by student;

5. Parent’s legal relationship to student, if applicable;

6. Specific category or categories of information which are not to be released to

military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions; and

7. Specific category or categories of information which are not to be released to
the public, including military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational
institutions.

Annually, the school district will provide public notice by any means that are reasonably
likely to inform the parents and eligible students of their rights to refuse to release the
names, addresses, and home phone numbers of students in grades 11 and 12 without
prior consent.

A parent or eligible student’s refusal to release the above information to military
recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions does not affect the school
district’s release of directory information to the rest of the public, which includes military
recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions. In order to make any
directory information about a student private, the procedures contained in Section VII.
of this policy also must be followed. Accordingly, to the extent the school district has
designated the name, address, home phone number, and grade level of students as
directory information, absent a request from a parent or eligible student not to release
such data, this information will be public data and accessible to members of the public,
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XII.

including military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions.

LIMITS ON REDISCLOSURE

A.

Redisclosure

Consistent with the requirements herein, the school district may only disclose personally
identifiable information from the education records of a student on the condition that
the party to whom the information is to be disclosed will not disclose the information to
any other party without the prior written consent of the parent of the student or the
eligible student, except that the officers, employees, and agents of any party receiving
personally identifiable information under this section may use the information, but only
for the purposes for which the disclosure was made.

Redisclosure Not Prohibited

1. Subdivision A. of this section does not prevent the school district from disclosing
personally identifiable information under Section VI. of this policy with the
understanding that the party receiving the information may make further
disclosures of the information on behalf of the school district provided:

a. The disclosures meet the requirements of Section VI. of this policy; and

b. The school district has complied with the record-keeping requirements
of Section XIII. of this policy.

2. Subdivision A. of this section does not apply to disclosures made pursuant to
court orders or lawfully issued subpoenas or litigation, to disclosures of directory
information, to disclosures to a parent or student or to parents of dependent
students, or to disclosures concerning sex offenders and other individuals
required to register under 42 United States Code section 14071. However, the
school district must provide the notification required in Section XII.D. of this
policy if a redisclosure is made based upon a court order or lawfully issued
subpoena.

[Note: 42 United States Code section§ 14071 was repealed. School
districts should retain this statutory reference, however, as it remains
a reference in FERPA and the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act
and still may apply to individuals required to register prior to the repeal
of this law.]

Classification of Disclosed Data

The information disclosed shall retain the same classification in the hands of the party
receiving it as it had in the hands of the school district.

Notification

The school district shall inform the party to whom a disclosure is made of the
requirements set forth in this section, except for disclosures made pursuant to court
orders or lawfully issued subpoenas, disclosure of directory information under Section
VII. of this policy, disclosures to a parent or student, or disclosures to parents of a
dependent student. In the event that the Family Policy Compliance Office determines
that a state or local educational authority, a federal agency headed by an official listed
in 34 Code of Federal Regulations section 99.31(a)(3), or an authorized representative
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XIII.

of a state or local educational authority or a federal agency headed by an official listed
in section 99.31(a)(3), or a third party outside of the school district improperly
rediscloses personally identifiable information from education records or fails to provide
notification required under this section of this policy, the school district may not allow
that third party access to personally identifiable information from education records for
at least five (5) years.

RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY; RECORD SECURITY; AND RECORD KEEPING

A.

Responsible Authority

The responsible authority shall be responsible for the maintenance and security of
student records.

Record Security

The principal of each school subject to the supervision and control of the responsible
authority shall be the records manager of the school, and shall have the duty of
maintaining and securing the privacy and/or confidentiality of student records.

Plan for Securing Student Records

The building principal shall submit to the responsible authority a written plan for securing
students records by September 1 of each school year. The written plan shall contain
the following information:

1. A description of records maintained;

2. Titles and addresses of person(s) responsible for the security of student records;
3. Location of student records, by category, in the buildings;

4. Means of securing student records; and

5. Procedures for access and disclosure.

Review of Written Plan for Securing Student Records

The responsible authority shall review the plans submitted pursuant to Paragraph C. of
this section for compliance with the law, this policy, and the various administrative
policies of the school district. The responsible authority shall then promulgate a chart
incorporating the provisions of Paragraph C. which shall be attached to and become a
part of this policy.

Record Keeping

1. The principal shall, for each request for and each disclosure of personally
identifiable information from the education records of a student, maintain a
record, with the education records of the student, that indicates:

a. the parties who have requested or received personally identifiable
information from the education records of the student;

b. the legitimate interests these parties had in requesting or obtaining the
information; and
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C. the names of the state and local educational authorities and federal
officials and agencies listed in Section VI.B.4. of this policy that may
make further disclosures of personally identifiable information from the
student’s education records without consent.

In the event the school district discloses personally identifiable information from
an education record of a student pursuant to Section XII.B. of this policy, the
record of disclosure required under this section shall also include:

a. the names of the additional parties to which the receiving party may
disclose the information on behalf of the school district;

b. the legitimate interests under Section VI. of this policy which each of
the additional parties has in requesting or obtaining the information;
and

C. a copy of the record of further disclosures maintained by a state or local

educational authority or federal official or agency listed in Section
VI.B.4. of this policy in accordance with 34 Code of Federal Regulations
section 99.32 and to whom the school district disclosed information from
an education record. The school district shall request a copy of the
record of further disclosures from a state or local educational authority
or federal official or agency to whom education records were disclosed
upon a request from a parent or eligible student to review the record of
requests for disclosure.

Section XIII.E.1. does not apply to requests by or disclosure to a parent of a
student or an eligible student, disclosures pursuant to the written consent of a
parent of a student or an eligible student, requests by or disclosures to other
school officials under Section VI.B.1. of this policy, to requests for disclosures
of directory information under Section VII. of this policy, or to a party seeking
or receiving the records as directed by a federal grand jury or other law
enforcement subpoena and the issuing court or agency has ordered that the
existence or the contents of the subpoena or the information provided in
response to the subpoena not be disclosed or as directed by an ex parte court
order obtained by the United States Attorney General (or designee not lower
than an Assistant Attorney General) concerning investigations or prosecutions
of an offense listed in 18 United States Code section 2332b(g)(5)(B) or an act
of domestic or international terrorism.

[Note: While Section XIII.E.1. does not apply to requests for or
disclosures of directory information under Section VII. of this policy, to
the extent the school district chooses to limit the disclosure of directory
information to specific parties, for specific purposes, or both, it is
advisable that records be kept to identify the party to whom the
disclosure was made and/or purpose for the disclosure.]

The record of requests of disclosures may be inspected by:
a. the parent of the student or the eligible student;
b. the school official or his or her assistants who are responsible for the

custody of the records; and
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C. the parties authorized by law to audit the record-keeping procedures of
the school district.

5. The school district shall record the following information when it discloses
personally identifiable information from education records under the health or
safety emergency exception:

a. the articulable and significant threat to the health or safety of a student
or other individual that formed the basis for the disclosure; and

b. the parties to whom the school district disclosed the information.
6. The record of requests and disclosures shall be maintained with the education

records of the student as long as the school district maintains the student’s
education records.

XIV. RIGHT TO INSPECT AND REVIEW EDUCATION RECORDS

A.

Parent of a Student, an Eligible Student or the Parent of an Eligible Student Who is Also
a Dependent Student

The school district shall permit the parent of a student, an eligible student, or the parent
of an eligible student who is also a dependent student who is or has been in attendance
in the school district to inspect or review the education records of the student, except
those records which are made confidential by state or federal law or as otherwise
provided in Section VIII. of this policy.

Response to Request for Access

The school district shall respond to any request pursuant to Subdivision A. of this section
immediately, if possible, or within ten (10) days of the date of the request, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.

Right to Inspect and Review

The right to inspect and review education records under Subdivision A. of this section
includes:

1. The right to a response from the school district to reasonable requests for
explanations and interpretations of records; and

2. If circumstances effectively prevent the parent or eligible student from
exercising the right to inspect and review the education records, the school
district shall provide the parent or eligible student with a copy of the records
requested or make other arrangements for the parent or eligible student to
inspect and review the requested records.

3. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as limiting the frequency of inspection
of the education records of a student with a disability by the student’s parent or
guardian or by the student upon the student reaching the age of majority.

Form of Request

Parents or eligible students shall submit to the school district a written request to inspect
education records which identify as precisely as possible the record or records he or she
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wishes to inspect.

Collection of Student Records

If a student’s education records are maintained in more than one location, the
responsible authority may collect copies of the records or the records themselves from
the various locations so they may be inspected at one site. However, if the parent or
eligible student wishes to inspect these records where they are maintained, the school
district shall attempt to accommodate those wishes. The parent or eligible student shall
be notified of the time and place where the records may be inspected.

Records Containing Information on More Than One Student

If the education records of a student contain information on more than one student, the
parent or eligible student may inspect and review or be informed of only the specific
information which pertains to that student.

Authority to Inspect or Review

The school district may presume that either parent of the student has authority to
inspect or review the education records of a student unless the school district has been
provided with evidence that there is a legally binding instrument or a state law or court
order governing such matters as marriage dissolution, separation, or custody which
provides to the contrary.

Fees for Copies of Records

1. The school district shall charge a reasonable fee for providing photocopies or
printed copies of records unless printing a copy is the only method to provide
for the inspection of data. In determining the amount of the reasonable fee,
the school district shall consider the following:

a. the cost of materials, including paper, used to provide the copies;
b. the cost of the labor required to prepare the copies;
C. any schedule of standard copying charges established by the school

district in its normal course of operations;

d. any special costs necessary to produce such copies from machine-based
record-keeping systems, including but not limited to computers and
microfilm systems; and

e. mailing costs.

2. If 100 or fewer pages of black and white, letter or legal size paper copies are
requested, actual costs shall not be used, and, instead, the charge shall be no
more than 25 cents for each page copied.

3. The cost of providing copies shall be borne by the parent or eligible student.

4, The responsible authority, however, may not impose a fee for a copy of an
education record made for a parent or eligible student if doing so would
effectively prevent or, in the case of a student with a disability, impair the parent

or eligible student from exercising their right to inspect or review the student’s
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XV.

education records.

REQUEST TO AMEND RECORDS; PROCEDURES TO CHALLENGE DATA

A.

Request to Amend Education Records

The parent of a student or an eligible student who believes that information contained
in the education records of the student is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the privacy
rights of the student may request that the school district amend those records.

1.

The request shall be in writing, shall identify the item the requestor believes to
be inaccurate, misleading, or in violation of the privacy or other rights of the
student, shall state the reason for this belief, and shall specify the correction
the requestor wishes the school district to make. The request shall be signed
and dated by the requestor.

The school district shall decide whether to amend the education records of the
student in accordance with the request within thirty (30) days after receiving
the request.

If the school district decides to refuse to amend the education records of the
student in accordance with the request, it shall inform the parent of the student
or the eligible student of the refusal and advise the parent or eligible student of
the right to a hearing under Subdivision B. of this section.

Right to a Hearing

If the school district refuses to amend the education records of a student, the school
district, on request, shall provide an opportunity for a hearing in order to challenge the
content of the student’s education records to ensure that information in the education
records of the student is not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the
privacy or other rights of the student. A hearing shall be conducted in accordance with
Subdivision C. of this section.

If, as a result of the hearing, the school district decides that the information is
inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the privacy or other rights of
the student, it shall amend the education records of the student accordingly and
so inform the parent of the student or the eligible student in writing.

If, as a result of the hearing, the school district decides that the information is
not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the privacy or other rights
of the student, it shall inform the parent or eligible student of the right to place
a statement in the record commenting on the contested information in the
record or stating why he or she disagrees with the decision of the school district,
or both.

Any statement placed in the education records of the student under Subdivision
B. of this section shall:

a. be maintained by the school district as part of the education records of
the student so long as the record or contested portion thereof is
maintained by the school district; and

b. if the education records of the student or the contested portion thereof
is disclosed by the school district to any party, the explanation shall also
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be disclosed to that party.

Conduct of Hearing

1. The hearing shall be held within a reasonable period of time after the school
district has received the request, and the parent of the student or the eligible
student shall be given notice of the date, place, and time reasonably in advance
of the hearing.

2. The hearing may be conducted by any individual, including an official of the
school district who does not have a direct interest in the outcome of the hearing.
The school board attorney shall be in attendance to present the school board’s
position and advise the designated hearing officer on legal and evidentiary
matters.

3. The parent of the student or eligible student shall be afforded a full and fair
opportunity for hearing to present evidence relative to the issues raised under
Subdivisions A. and B. of this section and may be assisted or represented by
individuals of his or her choice at his or her own expense, including an attorney.

4. The school district shall make a decision in writing within a reasonable period of
time after the conclusion of the hearing. The decision shall be based solely on
evidence presented at the hearing and shall include a summary of evidence and
reasons for the decision.

Appeal

The final decision of the designated hearing officer may be appealed in accordance with
the applicable provisions of Minnesota Statutes, chapter 14 relating to contested cases.

XVI. PROBLEMS ACCESSING DATA

A.

The data practices compliance official is the designated employee to whom persons may
direct questions or concerns regarding problems in obtaining access to data or other
data practices problems.

Data practices compliance official means [designate title and actual name of individual].
Any request by an individual with a disability for reasonable modifications of the school

district’s policies or procedures for purposes of accessing records shall be made to the
data practices compliance official.

XVII. COMPLAINTS FOR NONCOMPLIANCE WITH FERPA

A.

Where to File Complaints

Complaints regarding alleged violations of rights accorded parents and eligible students
by FERPA, and the rules promulgated thereunder, shall be submitted in writing to the
U.S. Department of Education, Student Privacy Policy Office, 400 Maryland Avenue S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20202-8520.

Content of Complaint

A complaint filed pursuant to this section must contain specific allegations of fact giving
reasonable cause to believe that a violation of FERPA and the rules promulgated
thereunder has occurred.
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XVIII. WAIVER

XIX.

A parent or eligible student may waive any of his or her rights provided herein pursuant to
FERPA. A waiver shall not be valid unless in writing and signed by the parent or eligible student.
The school district may not require such a waiver.

ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS

A. Contents of Notice

The school district shall give parents of students currently in attendance and eligible
students currently in attendance annual notice by such means as are reasonably likely
to inform the parents and eligible students of the following:

1.

That the parent or eligible student has a right to inspect and review the student’s
education records and the procedure for inspecting and reviewing education
records;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to seek amendment of the
student’s education records to ensure that those records are not inaccurate,
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other rights and
the procedure for requesting amendment of records;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to consent to disclosures of
personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records,
except to the extent that federal and state law and the regulations promulgated
thereunder authorize disclosure without consent;

That the parent or eligible student has a right to file a complaint with the U.S.
Department of Education regarding an alleged failure by the school district to
comply with the requirements of FERPA and the rules promulgated thereunder;

The criteria for determining who constitutes a school official and what
constitutes a legitimate educational interest for purposes of disclosing education
records to other school officials whom the school district has determined to have
legitimate educational interests; and

That the school district forwards education records on request to a school in
which a student seeks or intends to enroll or is already enrolled as long as the
disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer and
that such records may include suspension and expulsion records pursuant to the
federal Every Student Succeeds Act and, if applicable, a student’s history of
violent behavior.

B. Notification to Parents of Students Having a Primary Home Language Other Than English

The school district shall provide for the need to effectively notify parents of students
identified as having a primary or home language other than English.

C. Notification to Parents or Eligible Students Who are Disabled

The school district shall provide for the need to effectively notify parents or eligible
students identified as disabled.
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XX. DESTRUCTION AND RETENTION OF RECORDS

Destruction and retention of records by the school district shall be controlled by state and federal

law.

XXI. COPIES OF POLICY

Copies of this policy may be obtained by parents and eligible students at the superintendent’s

office.

Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. Ch. 13 (Minnesota Government Data Practices Act)

Minn. Stat. § 13.32, Subd. 5 (Directory Information)

Minn. Stat. § 13.393 (Attorneys)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 14 (Administrative Procedures Act)

Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.40-121A.56 (The Pupil Fair Dismissal Act)

Minn. Stat. § 121A.75 (Receipt of Records; Sharing)

Minn. Stat. § 127A.852 (Military-Connected Youth Identifier)

Minn. Stat. § 144.341-144.347 (Consent of Minors for Health Services)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 256B (Medical Assistance for Needy Persons)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 256L (MinnesotaCare)

Minn. Stat. § 260B.171, Subds. 3 and 5 (Disposition Order and Peace Officer
Records of Children)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 260E (Reporting of Maltreatment of Minors)

Minn. Stat. § 363A.42 (Public Records; Accessibility)

Minn. Stat. § 626.557 (Reporting of Maltreatment of Vulnerable Adults)
Minn. Rules Parts 1205.0100-1205.2000 (Data Practices)

10 U.S.C. § 503(b) and (c) (Enlistments: Recruiting Campaigns; Compilation of
Directory Information)

18 U.S.C. § 2331 (Definitions)

18 U.S.C. § 2332b (Acts of Terrorism Transcending National Boundaries)
20 U.S.C. § 1232g et seq. (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act)
20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

20 U.S.C. § 7908 (Armed Forces Recruiting Information)

20 U.S.C. § 7917 (Transfer of School Disciplinary Records)

25 U.S.C. § 5304 (Definitions - Tribal Organization)

26 U.S.C. §§ 151 and 152 (Internal Revenue Code)

42 U.S.C. § 1711 et seq. (Child Nutrition Act)

42 U.S.C. § 1751 et seq. (Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act)
34 C.F.R. §§ 99.1-99.67 (Family Educational Rights and Privacy)

34 C.F.R. § 300.610-300.627 (Confidentiality of Information)

42 C.F.R. § 2.1 et seq. (Confidentiality of Drug Abuse Patient Records)
Gonzaga University v. Doe, 536 U.S. 273 309 (2002)

Dept. of Admin. Advisory Op. No. 21-008 (December 8, 2021)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 414 (Mandated Reporting of Child Neglect or Physical
or Sexual Abuse)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 417 (Chemical Use and Abuse)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 519 (Interviews of Students by Outside Agencies)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 520 (Student Surveys)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 711 (Video Recording on School Buses)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 722 (Public Data Requests)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 906 (Community Notification of Predatory Offenders)
MSBA School Law Bulletin “I” (School Records - Privacy - Access to Data)
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Independent School District No. gives notice to parents of students currently in attendance in the
District, and eligible students currently in attendance in the District, of their rights regarding pupil
records.

1. Parents and eligible students are hereby informed that they have the following rights:

a. That a parent or eligible student has a right to inspect and review the student’s
education records within 45 days after the day the request for access is received
by the school district. A parent or eligible student should submit to the school
district a written request to inspect education records which identify as precisely
as possible the record or records he or she wishes to inspect. The parent or
eligible student will be notified of the time and place where the records may be
inspected;

b. That the parent or eligible student has a right to seek amendment of the
student’s education records to ensure that those records are not inaccurate,
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights. A parent or
eligible student may ask the school district to amend a record that they believe
is inaccurate or misleading. The request shall be in writing, identify the item
the parent or eligible student believes to be inaccurate, misleading, or in
violation of the privacy rights of the student, shall state the reason for this belief,
and shall specify the correction the parent or eligible student wishes the school
district to make. The request shall be signed by the parent or eligible student.
If the school district decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent
or eligible student, the school district will notify the parent or eligible student of
the decision and advise him or her of the right to a hearing regarding the request
for amendment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will
be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a
hearing;

C. That the parent or eligible student has a right to consent to disclosures of
personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records,
except to the extent that federal and state law and the regulations promulgated
thereunder authorize disclosures without consent;

d. That the school district may disclose education records to other school officials
within the school district if the school district has determined they have
legitimate educational interests. For purposes of such disclosure, a “school
official” is a person employed by the school district as an administrator,
supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or medical staff
and law enforcement unit personnel) or other employee; a person serving on
the school board; a person or company with whom the school district has
consulted to perform a specific task (such as an attorney, auditor, medical
consultant, therapist, public information officer, or data practices compliance
official); or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a
disciplinary or grievance committee; or any individual assisting a school official
in the performance of his or her tasks. A school official has a “legitimate
educational interest” if the individual needs to review an education record in
order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility and includes, but is not
limited to, an interest directly related to classroom instruction, teaching, student
achievement and progress, discipline of a student, and student health and
welfare and the ability to respond to a request for educational data;
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[optional]
[optional]

[optional]

2.

e. That the school district forwards education records on request to a school or
post-secondary educational institution in which a student seeks or intends to
enroll, or is already enrolled, as long as the disclosure is for purposes related to
the student’s enrollment, including information about disciplinary action taken
as a result of any incident in which the student possessed or used a dangerous
weapon, suspension and expulsion information pursuant to 20 U.S.C. § 7917,
part of the federal Every Student Succeeds Act [insert the following bracketed
phrase if the school district has a policy regarding Staff Notification of Violent
Behavior by Students] [and data regarding a student’s history of violent
behavior,] and any disposition order which adjudicates the student as delinquent
for committing an illegal act on school district property and certain other illegal
acts;

f. That the parent or eligible student has a right to file a complaint with the U.S.
Department of Education regarding an alleged failure by the school district to
comply with the requirements of 20 U.S.C. § 1232g and the rules promulgated
thereunder. The name and address of the office that administers the Family
Education Rights and Privacy Act is:

Family Policy Compliance Office
U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20202-8520

g. That the parent or eligible student has a right to obtain a copy of the school
district’s policy regarding the protection and privacy of pupil records; and

h. That copies of the school district’s policy regarding the protection and privacy of
school records are located at [insert location].

Independent School District No. has adopted a school board policy in order to
comply with state and federal laws regarding education records. The policy does the
following:

a. It classifies records as public, private, or confidential.

b. It establishes procedures and regulations to permit parents or students to
inspect and review a student’s education records. These procedures include the
method of determining fees for copies, a listing of the locations of these
education records, and the identity of the individuals in charge of the records.

C. It establishes procedures and regulations to allow parents or students to request
the amendment of a student’s education records to ensure that the records are
not inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy
rights.

d. It establishes procedures and regulations for access to and disclosure of
education records.

e. It establishes procedures and regulations for safeguarding the privacy of
education records and for obtaining prior written consent of the parent or
student when required prior to disclosure.
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Copies of the school board policy and accompanying procedures and regulations are
available to parents and students upon written request to the Superintendent.

Pursuant to applicable law, Independent School District No. gives notice to
parents of students currently in attendance in the school district, and eligible students
currently in attendance in the school district, of their rights regarding “directory
information.”

“Directory information” includes the following information relating to a student: the
student’s name;-address;-telephone-number;-electronic-mail-address; photograph; date
and place of birth; major field of study; dates of attendance; grade level; enrollment
status; participation in officially recognized activities and sports; weight and height of
members of athletic teams; degrees, honors and awards received; the most recent
educational agency or institution attended by the student; and other similar information.
“Directory information” also includes the name, address, and telephone number of the
student’s parent(s). “Directory information” does not include a student’s social security
number or a student’s identification number (ID) if the ID may be used to access
education records without use of one or more factors that authenticate the student’s
identity such as a personal identification number, password, or other factor known or
possessed only by the authorized user. It also does not include identifying information
on a student’s religion, race, color, social position, or nationality.

[Note: The definition of directory information is found on page 515-2 of the
school district’s policy. This definition includes all of the types of information
specifically referenced by state and federal law as directory information. A
school district may choose not to include some or all of the enumerated
information as directory information. A school district also may add to the list
of directory information, as long as the added data is not information that
generally would be deemed as an invasion of privacy or information that
references the student’s religion, race, color, social position, or nationality. A
school district also may specify in this section that the disclosure of directory
information will be limited to specific parties, for specific purposes, or both.
The identity of those parties and/or purposes should be identified. To the
extent a school district adds these restrictions, it must then limit its directory
information disclosures to those individuals and/or purposes specified in this
public notice. Procedures to address how these restrictions will be enforced
by the school district are advised. Designation of directory information is an
important policy decision for the local school board which must balance not
only the privacy interests of the student against public disclosure but also the
additional administrative requirements such restrictions on disclosures will
place on the school district.]

a. THE INFORMATION LISTED ABOVE SHALL BE PUBLIC INFORMATION
WHICH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY DISCLOSE FROM THE EDUCATION
RECORDS OF A STUDENT OR INFORMATION REGARDING A PARENT.

b. SHOULD THE PARENT OF A STUDENT OR THE STUDENT SO DESIRE, ANY
OR ALL OF THE LISTED INFORMATION WILL NOT BE DISCLOSED
WITHOUT THE PARENT’S OR ELIGIBLE STUDENT’'S PRIOR WRITTEN
CONSENT EXCEPT TO SCHOOL OFFICIALS AS PROVIDED UNDER
FEDERAL LAW.

C. IN ORDER TO MAKE ANY OR ALL OF THE DIRECTORY INFORMATION
LISTED ABOVE "“PRIVATE” (I.E., SUBJECT TO CONSENT PRIOR TO
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DISCLOSURE), THE PARENT OR ELIGIBLE STUDENT MUST MAKE A
WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE BUILDING PRINCIPAL WITHIN THIRTY (30)
DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE LAST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
THIS WRITTEN REQUEST MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

(1) NAME OF STUDENT AND PARENT, AS APPROPRIATE;

(2) HOME ADDRESS;

(3) SCHOOL PRESENTLY ATTENDED BY STUDENT;

(4) PARENT’'S LEGAL RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT, IF APPLICABLE;

(5) SPECIFIC CATEGORY OR CATEGORIES OF DIRECTORY
INFORMATION WHICH IS NOT TO BE MADE PUBLIC WITHOUT
THE PARENT’'S OR ELIGIBLE STUDENT'S PRIOR WRITTEN
CONSENT.

5. Pursuant to applicable law, Independent School District No. hereby gives notice
to parents of students and eligible students in grades 11 and 12 of their rights regarding
release of information to military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational
institutions. The school district must release the names, addresses, electronic mail
address (which shall be the electronic mail addresses provided by the school district, if
available, that may be released to military recruiters only), and home telephone
numbers of students in grades 11 and 12 to military recruiting officers and post-
secondary educational institutions within sixty (60) days after the date of the request.
Data released to military recruiting officers under this provision may be used only for
the purpose of providing information to students about military service, state and federal
veterans’ education benefits, and other career and educational opportunities provided
by the military and cannot be further disseminated to any other person except personnel
of the recruiting services of the armed forces.

SHOULD THE PARENT OF A STUDENT OR THE ELIGIBLE STUDENT SO DESIRE, ANY OR ALL OF
THE LISTED INFORMATION WILL NOT BE DISCLOSED TO MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS
AND POST-SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT.
IN ORDER TO REFUSE THE RELEASE OF THIS INFORMATION WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT, THE
PARENT OR ELIGIBLE STUDENT MUST MAKE A WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE RESPONSIBLE
AUTHORITY, [DESIGNATE TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL, 1.E., BUILDING PRINCIPAL], BY [INSERT
DATE] EACH YEAR. THIS WRITTEN REQUEST MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

(1) NAME OF STUDENT AND PARENT, AS APPROPRIATE;

(2) HOME ADDRESS;

(3) STUDENT'S GRADE LEVEL;

(4) SCHOOL PRESENTLY ATTENDED BY STUDENT;

(5) PARENT’S LEGAL RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT, IF APPLICABLE;
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(6)

(7)

SPECIFIC CATEGORY OR CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION WHICH ARE
NOT TO BE RELEASED TO MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS AND POST-
SECONDARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WITHOUT PRIOR CONSENT;

SPECIFIC CATEGORY OR CATEGORIES OF DIRECTORY INFORMATION
WHICH ARE NOT TO BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC, INCLUDING
MILITARY RECRUITING OFFICERS AND POST-SECONDARY
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

Notice: Refusal to release the above information to military recruiting officers and post-
secondary educational institutions alone does not affect the school district’s release of
directory information to the public, including military recruiting officers and post-secondary
educational institutions. In order to make any directory information about a student private,
the procedures contained in the Directory Information section of this notice also must be
followed. If you do not want your child’s or eligible student’s directory information released
to military recruiting officers or post-secondary educational institutions, you also must notify
the school district that you do not want this directory information released to any member of
the public, including military recruiting officers and post-secondary educational institutions.

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.
, MINNESOTA

Chair
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[Note: The use of this form requesting information about specific activities or behavior is
mandated by statute. In addition, the school district is required to maintain such requests
and a record of any release in the student’s file. ]

JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn. Stat. § 13.32, Subds. 3(i) and 8(b)

DATE/TIME OF REQUEST:

TO:
(Superintendent of school district or chief administrative officer of school)
FROM:
(Requester’'s name/agency)
STUDENT:

BASIS FOR REQUEST:
Juvenile delinquency investigation/prosecution
Child protection assessment/investigation
Investigation/filing of CHIPS or delinquency petition

REASON FOR REQUEST: (Requester must describe why information regarding existence of the data
marked below is necessary to effectively serve the student)

RESPONSE TO REQUEST:

The school must indicate whether it has data on the student that document any activity or behavior
marked by the requester.

INFORMATION REQUESTED: (mark all that apply) RESPONSE PROVIDED: (yes / no)
Indicate whether you have data that document the student’s:

Use of a controlled substance, alcohol, or tobacco
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Assaultive or threatening conduct as defined in
Minn. Stat. § 13.32, Subd. 8

Possession or use of weapons or look-alike weapons
Theft

Vandalism and damage to property

CERTIFICATION: The undersigned certifies that he or she is a member of the juvenile justice system.
The requested data are needed by the juvenile justice system so it may effectively serve, prior to
adjudication, the student whose records are released. The undersigned will not disclose the information
received to any other party, except as provided under state law, without prior written consent as
required by Code of Federal Regulations, title 34, section 99.38(b). The undersigned further certifies
that he or she understands that, by signing this request, he or she is subject to the penalties in Minn.
Stat. § 13.09.

Signature/Title

[Note: A principal or chief administrative officer of a school who receives such a request to
disclose information about a student to the juvenile justice system shall, to the extent
permitted by federal law, notify the student’s parent or guardian by certified mail of the
request to disclose information before disclosing the information. If the student’s parent or
guardian notifies the principal or chief administrative officer within ten (10) days of receiving
the certified notice that the parent or guardian objects to the disclosure, the principal or chief
administrative officer must not disclose the information. The principal or chief administrative
officer must inform the requesting member of the juvenile justice system of the objection. If
no objection from the parent or guardian is received within fourteen (14) days, the principal
or chief administrative officer must respond to the data request.]
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Adopted: January 8, 2007

Revised: June 6, 2022
613 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
L. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to set forth requirements for graduation from the school

district.

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is that all students entering grade 8 in the 2012-2013

school year and later must demonstrate, as determined by the school district, their

satisfactory completion of the credit requirements and their understanding of academic
standards. The school district must adopt graduation requirements that meet or exceed
state graduation requirements established in law or rule.

III. DEFINITIONS

A. “Academic standard” means: (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student
learning in the content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social
studies, physical education, or the arts, or (2) a locally adopted expectation for
student learning in health, the arts, career and technical education, or world
languages.

B. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or
a student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school
district.

C. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate accommodations or
modifications that must be made in the school environment to address the needs
of an individual student with disabilities.

D. “Individualized Education Program” or “IEP” means a written statement
developed for a student eligible by law for special education and services.

E. “English language learners” or “ELL” student means an individual whose first
language is not English and whose test performance may be negatively impacted
by lack of English language proficiency.

IV.  DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR
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The Director of Curriculum and Instruction shall be named the District Assessment
Coordinator. Said person shall be in charge of all test procedures and shall bring
recommendations to the school board annually for approval.

GRADUATION ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS

For students enrolled in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, students’ state
graduation requirements, based on a longitudinal, systematic approach to student
education and career planning, assessment, instructional support, and evaluation, include
the following:

A.

Achievement and career and college readiness in mathematics, reading, and
writing, as measured against a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined
benchmarks focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that
students, their parents, and teachers know how well students must perform to have
a reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without the need for
postsecondary remediation and which facilitates the monitoring of students’
continuous development of and growth in requisite knowledge and skills;
analysis of students’ progress and performance levels, identification of students’
academic strengths and diagnosis of areas where students require curriculum or
instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation; and
determination of students’ learning and instructional needs and the instructional
tools and best practices that support academic rigor for the student based on
analysis of students’ progress and performance data; and

Consistent with this paragraph and Minnesota Statutes section 120B.125 (see
Policy 604, Section II.H.), age-appropriate exploration and planning activities and
career assessments to encourage students to identify personally relevant career
interests and aptitudes and help students and their families develop a regularly
reexamined transition plan for postsecondary education or employment without
need for postsecondary remediation.

Based on appropriate state guidelines, students with an IEP may satisfy state
graduation requirements by achieving an individual score on the state-identified
alternative assessments.

Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section must
receive targeted, relevant, academically rigorous, and resourced instruction which
may include a targeted instruction and intervention plan focused on improving the
student’s knowledge and skills in core subjects so that the student has a
reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without need for
postsecondary remediation.

Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section and who are
students in grade 11 or 12 and who are identified as academically ready for a
career or college are actively encouraged by the school district to participate in
courses and programs awarding college credit to high school students. Students
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are not required to achieve a specified score or level of proficiency on an
assessment to graduate from high school.

A student’s progress toward career and college readiness must be recorded on the
student’s high school transcript.

GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

Students beginning 8™ grade in the 2012-2013 school year and later must successfully
complete, as determined by the school district, the following high school level credits for

graduation:

A. Four credits of language arts sufficient to satisfy all academic standards in English
language arts;

B. Three credits of mathematics, including an algebra II credit or its equivalent,
sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in mathematics;

C. An algebra I credit by the end of 8" grade sufficient to satisfy all of the 8™ grade
standards in mathematics;

D. Three credits of science, including at least: (a) one credit of biology; (b) one
credit of chemistry or physics; and (c¢) one elective credit of science. The
combination of credits must be sufficient to satisfy (i) all of the academic
standards in either chemistry or physics and (ii) all other academic standards in
science;

E. Three and one-half credits of social studies, encompassing at least United States
history, geography, government and citizenship, world history, and economics
sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in social studies;

F. One credit in the arts sufficient to satisfy all of the state or local academic
standards in the arts; and

G. A minimum of seven elective credits.

H. Credit equivalencies

1. A one-half credit of economics taught in a school’s agriculture education
or business department may fulfill a one-half credit in social studies under
Paragraph E., above, if the credit is sufficient to satisfy all of the academic
standards in economics.

2. An agriculture science or career and technical education credit may fulfill
the elective science credit required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit
meets the state physical science, life science, earth and space science,
chemistry, or physics academic standards or a combination of these
academic standards as approved by the school district. An agriculture or
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career and technical education credit may fulfill the credit in chemistry or
physics required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit meets the state
chemistry or physics academic standards as approved by the school
district. A student must satisfy either all of the chemistry or physics
academic standards prior to graduation. An agriculture science or career
and technical education credit may not fulfill the required biology credit
under Paragraph D., above.

3. A career and technical education credit may fulfill a mathematics or arts
credit requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph F., above.

4. A computer science credit may fulfill a mathematics credit requirement
under Paragraph B., above, if the credit meets state academic standards in
mathematics.

5. A Project Lead the Way credit may fulfill a mathematics or science credit

requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph D., above, if the credit
meets the state academic standards in mathematics or science.

VII. GRADUATION STANDARDS REQUIREMENTS

A.

All students must demonstrate their understanding of the following academic
standards:

1. School District Standards, Health (K-12);

2. School District Standards, Career and Technical Education (K-12); and

3. School District Standards, World Languages (K-12).

Academic standards in health, world languages, and career and technical
education will be reviewed on an annual basis. A school district must use the
current world languages standards developed by the American Council on the
Teaching of Foreign Languages.

All students must satisfactorily complete the following required Graduation
Standards in accordance with the standards developed by the Minnesota

Department of Education (MDE):

1. Minnesota Academic Standards, English Language Arts K-12;

2. Minnesota Academic Standards, Mathematics K-12;

3. Minnesota Academic Standards, Science K-12;

4, Minnesota Academic Standards, Social Studies K-12; and
5. Minnesota Academic Standards, Physical Education K-12.
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D. State standards in the Arts K-12 are available, or school districts may choose to
develop their own standards.

E. The academic standards for language arts, mathematics, and science apply to all
students except the very few students with extreme cognitive or physical
impairments for whom an IEP team has determined that the required academic
standards are inappropriate. An IEP team that makes this determination must
establish alternative standards.

VIII. EARLY GRADUATION

Students may be considered for early graduation, as provided for within Minnesota
Statutes section 120B.07, upon meeting the following conditions:

A. All course or standards and credit requirements must be met;

B. The principal or designee shall conduct an interview with the student and parent
or guardian, familiarize the parties with opportunities available in post-secondary
education, and arrive at a timely decision; and

C. The principal’s decision shall be in writing and may be subject to review by the
superintendent and school board.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation
Requirements for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.024 (Credits)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.07 (Early Graduation)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best
Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for
Language Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for
Physical Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)
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Cross References:  Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for
IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
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IV.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

[Note: The requirements set forth in this policy govern the graduation standards that
Minnesota public schools must require for a high school diploma for all students.]

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to set forth requirements for graduation from the school district.
GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is that all students entering grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school
year and later must demonstrate, as determined by the school district, their satisfactory
completion of the credit requirements and their understanding of academic standards. The
school district must adopt graduation requirements that meet or exceed state graduation
requirements established in law or rule.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or a
student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school district.

B. “Individualized Education Program” or “IEP” means a written statement developed for a
student eligible by law for special education and services.

C. “English language learners” or “ELL” student means an individual whose first language
is not English and whose test performance may be negatively impacted by lack of English
language proficiency.

D. “Required standard” means: (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student learning
in the content areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, physical
education, and the arts, and (2) a locally adopted expectation for student learning in
health.

E. “Section 504 Accommodation” means the defined appropriate accommodations or

modifications that must be made in the school environment to address the needs of an
individual student with disabilities.

DISTRICT ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR
( Position Title ) shall be named the District Assessment Coordinator. Said

person shall be in charge of all test procedures and shall bring recommendations to the school
board annually for approval.

GRADUATION ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS

For students enrolled in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, students’ state
graduation requirements, based on a longitudinal, systematic approach to student education
and career planning, assessment, instructional support, and evaluation, include the following:

A. Achievement and career and college readiness in mathematics, reading, and writing, as
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VI.

measured against a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined benchmarks
focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that students, their parents,
and teachers know how well students must perform to have a reasonable chance to
succeed in a career or college without the need for postsecondary remediation and which
facilitates the monitoring of students’ continuous development of and growth in requisite
knowledge and skills; analysis of students’ progress and performance levels,
identification of students’ academic strengths and diagnosis of areas where students
require curriculum or instructional adjustments, targeted interventions, or remediation;
and determination of students’ learning and instructional needs and the instructional
tools and best practices that support academic rigor for the student based on analysis
of students’ progress and performance data; and

Consistent with this paragraph and Minnesota Statutes section 120B.125 (see Policy
604, Section II.H.), age-appropriate exploration and planning activities and career
assessments to encourage students to identify personally relevant career interests and
aptitudes and help students and their families develop a regularly reexamined transition
plan for postsecondary education or employment without need for postsecondary
remediation.

Based on appropriate state guidelines, students with an IEP may satisfy state graduation
requirements by achieving an individual score on the state-identified alternative
assessments.

Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section must receive
targeted, relevant, academically rigorous, and resourced instruction which may include
a targeted instruction and intervention plan focused on improving the student’s
knowledge and skills in core subjects so that the student has a reasonable chance to
succeed in a career or college without need for postsecondary remediation.

Students meeting the state graduation requirements under this section and who are
students in grade 11 or 12 and who are identified as academically ready for a career or
college are actively encouraged by the school district to participate in courses and
programs awarding college credit to high school students. Students are not required to
achieve a specified score or level of proficiency on an assessment to graduate from high
school.

A student’s progress toward career and college readiness must be recorded on the
student’s high school transcript.

GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

Students beginning 8% grade in the 2012-2013 school year and later must successfully complete,
as determined by the school district, the following high school level credits for graduation:

A.

Four credits of language arts sufficient to satisfy all academic standards in English
language arts;

Three credits of mathematics, including an algebra II credit or its equivalent, sufficient
to satisfy all of the academic standards in mathematics;

An algebra I credit by the end of 8th grade sufficient to satisfy all of the 8t" grade
standards in mathematics;

Three credits of science, including at least: (a) one credit of biology; (b) one credit of
chemistry or physics; and (c) one elective credit of science. The combination of credits
must be sufficient to satisfy (i) all of the academic standards in either chemistry or
physics and (ii) all other academic standards in science;

Three and one-half credits of social studies, encompassing at least United States history,

613-2



VII.

geography, government and citizenship, world history, and economics sufficient to
satisfy all of the academic standards in social studies;

One credit in the arts sufficient to satisfy all of the state or local academic standards in
the arts; and

A minimum of seven elective credits.

Credit equivalencies

1.

A one-half credit of economics taught in a school’s agriculture-agricultural, food,
and natural resources education or business_education program or department
may fulfill a one-half credit in social studies under Paragraph E., above, if the
credit is sufficient to satisfy all of the academic standards in economics.

An agriculture science or career and technical education credit may fulfill the
elective science credit required under Paragraph D., above, if the credit meets
the state physical science, life science, earth and space science, chemistry, or
physics academic standards or a combination of these academic standards as
approved by the school district. An agriculture or career and technical education
credit may fulfill the credit in chemistry or physics required under Paragraph D.,
above, if the credit meets the state chemistry or physics academic standards as
approved by the school district. A student must satisfy either all of the chemistry
or physics academic standards prior to graduation. An agriculture science or
career and technical education credit may not fulfill the required biology credit
under Paragraph D., above.

A career and technical education credit may fulfill a mathematics or arts credit
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph F., above.

A computer science credit may fulfill a mathematics credit requirement under
Paragraph B., above, if the credit meets state academic standards in
mathematics.

A Project Lead the Way credit may fulfill a mathematics or science credit
requirement under Paragraph B. or Paragraph D., above, if the credit meets the

state academic standards in mathematics or science.

An ethnic studies course may fulfill a social studies, language arts, arts, math,

or science credit if the course meets the applicable state academic standards.
An ethnic studies course may fulfill an elective credit if the course meets

applicable local standards or other requirements.

[Note: Starting in the 2026-27 school year, a high school must offer an ethnic

studies course; in elementary and middle schools by the 2027-28 school year.]

GRADUATION STANDARDS REQUIREMENTS

A.

All students must demonstrate their understanding of the following academic standards:

1.

2.

3.

School District Standards, Health (K-12);
School District Standards, Career and Technical Education (K-12); and

School District Standards, World Languages (K-12).
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Academic standards in health, world languages, and career and technical education will
be reviewed on an annual basis.* A school district must use the current world languages
standards developed by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.

* Reviews are required to be conducted on a periodic basis. Therefore, this time period
may be changed to accommodate individual school district needs.

All students must satisfactorily complete the following required Graduation Standards in
accordance with the standards developed by the Minnesota Department of Education
(MDE):

1. Minnesota Academic Standards, English Language Arts K-12;
2. Minnesota Academic Standards, Mathematics K-12;

3. Minnesota Academic Standards, Science K-12;

4. Minnesota Academic Standards, Social Studies K-12; and

5. Minnesota Academic Standards, Physical Education K-12.

State standards in the Arts K-12 are available, or school districts may choose to develop
their own standards.

The academic standards for language arts, mathematics, and science apply to all
students except the very few students with extreme cognitive or physical impairments
for whom an IEP team has determined that the required academic standards are
inappropriate. An IEP team that makes this determination must establish alternative
standards.

EARLY GRADUATION

Students may be considered for early graduation, as provided for within Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.07, upon meeting the following conditions:

A.

B.

All course or standards and credit requirements must be met;

The principal or designee shall conduct an interview with the student and parent or
guardian, familiarize the parties with opportunities available in post-secondary
education, and arrive at a timely decision; and

The principal’s decision shall be in writing and may be subject to review by the
superintendent and school board.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.024 (Credits)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.07 (Early Graduation)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’'s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.125 (Planning for Students’ Successful Transition to
Postsecondary Education and Employment; Personal Learning Plans)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
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Cross References:

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Part 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
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I11.

IVv.

SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to focus public education strategies on a process that
promotes higher academic achievement for all students and ensures broad-based
community participation in decisions regarding the implementation of the Minnesota K-
12 Academic Standards and federal law.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and federal law requires
accountability for the school district. The school district established a system to
transition to the graduation requirements of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards.
The school district also established a system to review and improve instruction,
curriculum, and assessment which will include substantial input by students, parents or
guardians, and local community members. The school district will be accountable to the
public and the state through annual reporting.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or
a student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school
district.

B. “Graduation Standards” means the credit requirements and locally adopted
content standards or Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards that school districts
must offer and certify that students complete to be eligible for a high school
diploma.

C. “World’s best workforce” means striving to: meet school readiness goals; have
all third grade students achieve grade-level literacy; close the academic
achievement gap among all racial and ethnic groups of students and between
students living in poverty and students not living in poverty; have all students
attain career and college readiness before graduating from high school; and have
all students graduate from high school.

ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS; IMPLEMENTATION; EVALUATION AND
REPORTING

A. School District Goals




The school board has established school district-wide goals that provide
broad direction for the school district. Incorporated in these goals are the
graduation and education standards contained in the Minnesota K-12
Academic Standards and federal law. The broad goals shall be reviewed
annually and approved by the school board. The school board shall adopt
annual goals based on the recommendations of the school district’s
Advisory Committee.

The Advisory Committee is established by the school board to ensure
active community participation in all phases of planning and improving
the instruction and curriculum affecting state and district academic
standards.

The school district-wide improvement goals should address
recommendations identified through the Advisory Committee process.
The school district’s goal setting process will include consideration of
individual site goals. School district goals may also be developed through
an education effectiveness program, an evaluation of student progress
committee, or through some other locally determined process.

System for Reviewing All Instruction and Curriculum. Incorporated in the

process will be analysis of the school district’s progress toward implementation of
the Minnesota Academic Standards. Instruction and curriculum shall be reviewed
and evaluated by taking into account strategies and best practices, student
outcomes, principal evaluations under Minnesota Statutes section 123B.147, and
teacher evaluations under Minnesota Statutes section 122A.40 or 122A .41.

*Refer to 2017-2023 Curriculum Review Cycle

Implementation of Graduation Requirements

1.

The Advisory Committee shall also advise the school board on
implementation of the state and local graduation requirements, including
K-12 curriculum, assessment, student learning opportunities, and other
related issues. Recommendations of the Advisory Committee shall be
published annually to the community. The school board shall receive
public input and comment and shall adopt or update this policy at least
annually.

The school board shall annually review and determine if student
achievement levels at each school site meet federal expectations. If the
school board determines that student achievement levels at a school site do
not meet federal expectations and the site has not made adequate yearly
progress for two consecutive school years, the Advisory Committee shall
work with the school site to adopt a plan to raise student achievement
levels to meet federal expectations. The Advisory Committee may seek
assistance from the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of



Education (MDE) (Commissioner) in developing a plan which must
include parental involvement components.

The educational assessment system component utilized by the school
board to measure individual students’ educational progress must be based,
to the extent annual tests are administered, on indicators of achievement
growth that show an individual student’s prior achievement. Indicators of
achievement and prior achievement must be based on highly reliable
statewide or districtwide assessments. The school board will utilize
models developed by the Commissioner for measuring individual student
progress. The school board must coordinate with MDE in evaluating
school sites and continuous improvement plans, consistent with best
practices.

D. Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement

1.

By September 15 of each year, the Advisory Committee will meet to
advise and assist the school district in the implementation of the school
district system accountability and comprehensive continuous improvement
process.

The Advisory Committee, working in cooperation with other committees
of the school district [such as the Technology, Educational Effectiveness,
Grade Level, Site Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment Committees,
etc.], will provide active community participation in:

a. Reviewing the school district instructional and curriculum plan,
with emphasis on implementing the Minnesota K-12 Academic
Standards;

b. Identifying annual instruction and curriculum improvement goals
for recommendation to the school board;

C. Making recommendations regarding the evaluation process that
will be used to measure school district progress toward its goals;
and,

d. Advising the school board about development of the annual
budget.

The Advisory Committee shall meet the following criteria:
a. The Advisory Committee shall ensure active community

participation in all planning for instruction and curriculum
affecting Graduation Standards.



The Advisory Committee shall make recommendations to the
school board on school district-wide standards, assessments, and
program evaluation.

Building teams may be established as subcommittees to develop
and implement an education effectiveness plan and to carry out
methods to improve instruction, curriculum, and assessments as
well as methods to use technology in meeting the school district
improvement plan.

A local plan to evaluate student progress, using a local process,
shall be used for developing a plan for assessment of student
progress toward the Graduation Standards, as well as program
evaluation data for use by the Advisory Committee in the
instruction and curriculum review process. This plan shall
annually be approved by the school board.

The Advisory Committee shall, when possible, be comprised of at least
two-thirds community representatives and shall reflect the diversity of the
community. To the extent possible, the Advisory Committee shall reflect
the diversity of the school district and its school sites and include teachers,
parents, support staff, students, and other community residents. Included
in its membership should be:

The Director of Curriculum (or similar educational leader)
Principal

School Board Member

Student Representative

One teacher from each building or instructional level

Two parents from each building or instructional level

Two residents without school-aged children, non-representative of
local business or industry

Two residents representative of local business or industry

District Assessment Coordinator (if different from “a.” above)

Translation services should be provided to the extent appropriate and
practicable.

The Advisory Committee shall meet the following timeline each year:



Month:  Organizational meeting of the Committee to review the
authorizing legislation and the roles and responsibilities of the
Committee as determined by the school board.

Month(s): Agree on the process to be used. Become familiar with the
instruction and curriculum of the cycle content area.

Month(s): Review evaluation results and prepare recommendations.

Month:  Present recommendations to the school board for its input and
approval.

E. Evaluation of Student Progress Committee. A committee of professional staff

shall develop a plan for assessment of student progress toward Literacy by Grade
3, the Graduation Standards, as well as program evaluation data for use by the
Advisory Committee to review instruction and curriculum, cultural competencies,
including cultural awareness and cross-cultural communication, and student
achievement at the school site. This plan shall annually be approved by the
school board.

F. Reporting

1.

Legal References:

Consistent with Minnesota Statutes section 120B.36, Subd. 1, the school
board shall publish a report in the local newspaper with the largest
circulation in the district, by mail, or by electronic means on the school
district website. The school board shall hold an annual public meeting to
review and revise, where appropriate, student achievement goals, local
assessment outcomes, plans, strategies, and practices for improving
curriculum and instruction and cultural competency and efforts to
equitably distribute diverse, effective, experienced, and in-field teachers,
and to review school district success in realizing the previously adopted
student achievement goals and related benchmarks and the improvement
plans leading to the world’s best workforce. The school board must
transmit an electronic summary of its report to the Commissioner in the
form and manner the Commissioner determines. The school district shall
periodically survey affected constituencies in their native languages,
where appropriate and practicable, about their connection to and level of
satisfaction with school. The school district shall include the results of
this evaluation in its published reports and in its summary report to the
Commissioner.

The school performance report for a school site and a school district must
include performance reporting information and calculate proficiency rates
as required by the most recently reauthorized Elementary and Secondary
Education Act.

Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)



Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation
Requirements for Minnesota’s Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best
Workforce)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.35 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.36 (School Accountability)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.41 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class;
Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.04 (Site Decision Making; Individualized Learning
Agreement; Other Agreements)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.147(Principals)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for
Language Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for
Physical Education)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)

Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)

Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)

Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for
IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)

Policy 617 (School District Ensurance of Preparatory and High School
Standards)

Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)

Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)

Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
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IV.

SCHOOL DISTRICT SYSTEM ACCOUNTABILITY

[Note: Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11 requires school districts to adopt a
comprehensive long-term strategic plan that addresses the review of curriculum,
instruction, student achievement, and assessment. MSBA/MASA-Model Policies 601,
603, and 616 address these statutory requirements. In addition, MSBA/MASA-Model
Policies 613-615 and 617-620 provide procedures to further implement the
requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.11.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to focus public education strategies on a process that promotes
higher academic achievement for all students and ensures broad-based community participation
in decisions regarding the-implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and
federal law.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

Implementation of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards and federal law requires
accountability for the school district. The school district established a system to transition to
the graduation requirements of the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards. The school district
also established a system to review and improve instruction, curriculum, and assessment which
will include substantial input by students, parents or guardians, and local community members.
The school district will be accountable to the public and the state through annual reporting.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Credit” means a student’s successful completion of an academic year of study or a
student’s mastery of the applicable subject matter, as determined by the school district.

BC. “World’s best workforce” means striving to: meet school readiness goals;-have-all-third
grade-students-achieve-grade-levelliteracy; close the academic achievement gap among
all racial and ethnic groups of students and between students living in poverty and
students not living in poverty; have all students attain career and college readiness
before graduating from high school; and have all students graduate from high school.

ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS; IMPLEMENTATION; EVALUATION AND REPORTING

A. School District Goals

1. The school board has established school district-wide goals that provide broad
direction for the school district. Incorporated in these goals are the graduation
and education standards contained in the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards
and federal law. The broad goals shall be reviewed annually and approved by
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the school board. The school board shall adopt annual goals based on the
recommendations of the school district’s Advisory Committee.

2. The District Advisory Committee_ created under Policy 603 (Curriculum
Development) is established by the school board to ensure active community
participation in all phases of planning and improving the instruction and
curriculum affecting state and district academic standards.

3. The school district-wide improvement goals should address recommendations
identified through the District Advisory Committee process. The school district’s
goal setting process will include consideration of individual site goals. School
district goals may also be developed through an education effectiveness
program, an evaluation of student progress committee, or through some other
locally determined process.

System for Reviewing All Instruction and Curriculum. Incorporated in the process will
be analysis of the school district’s progress toward implementation of the Minnesota
Academic Standards. Instruction and curriculum shall be reviewed and evaluated by
taking into account strategies and best practices, student outcomes, principal
evaluations under Minnesota Statutes section 123B.147, and teacher evaluations under
Minnesota Statutes section 122A.40 or 122A.41.

[Insert Local Cycle in this space]

Implementation of Graduation Reguirements

1. The_ District Advisory Committee shall also advise the school board on
implementation of the state and local graduation requirements, including K-12
curriculum, assessment, student learning opportunities, and other related
issues. Recommendations of the District Advisory Committee shall be published
annually to the community. The school board shall receive public input and
comment and shall adopt or update this policy at least annually.

2. The school board shall annually review and determine if student achievement
levels at each school site meet federal expectations. If the school board
determines that student achievement levels at a school site do not meet federal
expectations and the site has not made adequate yearly progress for two
consecutive school years, the District Advisory Committee shall work with the
school site to adopt a plan to raise student achievement levels to meet federal
expectations. The District Advisory Committee may seek assistance from the
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) (Commissioner)
in developing a plan which must include parental involvement components.

3. The educational assessment system component utilized by the school board to
measure individual students’ educational progress must be based, to the extent
annual tests are administered, on indicators of current achievement growth-that
show_growth relative to an individual student’s prior achievement. Indicators of
achievement and prior achievement must be based on highly reliable statewide
or districtwide assessments. The school board will utilize models developed by
the Commissioner for measuring individual student progress. The school board
must coordinate with MDE in evaluating school sites and continuous
improvement plans, consistent with best practices.
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Comprehensive Continuous Improvement of Student Achievement

1. By [ date ] of each year, the District Advisory Committee will meet to
advise and assist the school district in the implementation of the school district
system accountability and comprehensive continuous improvement process.

2. The_District Advisory Committee, working in cooperation with other committees
of the school district [such as the Technology, Educational Effectiveness, Grade
Level, Site Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment Committees, etc.], will
provide active community participation in:

a. Reviewing the school district instructional and curriculum plan, with
emphasis on implementing the Minnesota K-12 Academic Standards;

b. Identifying annual instruction and curriculum improvement goals for
recommendation to the school board;

C. Making recommendations regarding the evaluation process that will be
used to measure school district progress toward its goals; and,

d. Advising the school board about development of the annual budget.
3. The District Advisory Committee shall meet the following criteria:
a. The District Advisory Committee shall ensure active community

participation in all planning for instruction and curriculum affecting
Graduation Standards.

b. The District Advisory Committee shall make recommendations to the
school board on school district-wide standards, assessments, and
program evaluation.

C. Building teams may be established as subcommittees to develop and
implement an education effectiveness plan and to carry out methods to
improve instruction, curriculum, and assessments as well as methods to
use technology in meeting the school district improvement plan.

d. A local plan to evaluate student progress, using a local process, shall be
used for developing a plan for assessment of student progress toward
the Graduation Standards, as well as program evaluation data for use
by the District Advisory Committee in the instruction and curriculum
review process. This plan shall annually be approved by the school
board.

616-3



w ”

Fllete:This-lehisoms Commitioc-composition-is-a-rmedalonl]

5. Translation services should be provided to the extent appropriate and
practicable.

6. The District Advisory Committee shall meet the following timeline each year:
Month: Organizational meeting of the Committee to review the authorizing

legislation and the roles and responsibilities of the Committee as
determined by the school board.

Month(s): Agree on the process to be used. Become familiar with the
instruction and curriculum of the cycle content area.

Month(s): Review evaluation results and prepare recommendations.

Month: Present recommendations to the school board for its input and
approval.

Evaluation of Student Progress Committee. A committee of professional staff shall
develop a plan for assessment of student progress-toward-Literacy—byGrade-3, the
Graduation Standards, as well as program evaluation data for use by the District
Advisory Committee to review instruction and curriculum, cultural competencies,
including cultural awareness and cross-cultural communication, and student
achievement at the school site. This plan shall annually be approved by the school
board.

Reporting

1. Consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.36, subdivisionSubd. 1, the
school board shall publish a report in the local newspaper with the largest
circulation in the district, by mail, or by electronic means on the school district
website. The school board shall hold an annual public meeting to review and
revise, where appropriate, student achievement goals, local assessment
outcomes, plans, strategies, and practices for improving curriculum and
instruction and cultural competency and efforts to equitably distribute diverse,
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effective, experienced, and in-field teachers, and to review school district
success in realizing the previously adopted student achievement goals and
related benchmarks and the improvement plans leading to the world’s best
workforce. The school board must transmit an electronic summary of its report
to the Commissioner in the form and manner the Commissioner determines.
The school district shall periodically survey affected constituencies in their native
languages, where appropriate and practicable, about their connection to and
level of satisfaction with school. The school district shall include the results of
this evaluation in its published reports and in its summary report to the
Commissioner.

The school performance report for a school site and a school district must include
performance reporting information and calculate proficiency rates as required

by the most recently reauthorized Elementary and Secondary Education Act.

The school district must annually report the district's class size ratios by each

grade to the commissioner of education in the form and manner specified by the
commissioner.

The school district must report whether programs funded with compensatory

Legal References:

Cross References:

revenue are consistent with best practices demonstrated to improve student
achievement.

Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.35 (Student Academic Achievement and Growth)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.36 (School Accountability)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.40 (Employment; Contracts; Termination)

Minn. Stat. § 122A.41 (Teacher Tenure Act; Cities of the First Class; Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.04 (Site Decision Making; Individualized Learning
Agreement; Other Agreements)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.147_(Principals)

Minn. Stat. § 126C.12 (Learning and Development Revenue Amount and Use)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 617 (School District Ensurance of Preparatory and
High School Standards)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 619 (Staff Development for Standards)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
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II.

I11.

ASSESSMENT OF STANDARD ACHIEVEMENT
PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to institute a process for the establishment and revision of
assessments to measure achievement toward meeting the Minnesota Academic Standards,
track academic progress over time, and provide Minnesota graduates information related
to career and college readiness.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district has established a procedure by which students shall complete
Graduation Requirements. This procedure includes the adoption of performance
assessment methods to be used in measuring student performance. The school district
strives to continually enhance student achievement of the Graduation Standards.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Above-grade level” test items contain subject area content that is above the grade
level of the student taking the assessment and is considered aligned with state
academic standards to the extent it is aligned with content represented in state
academic standards above the grade level of the student taking the assessment.
Notwithstanding the student’s grade level, administering above-grade level test
items to a student does not violate the requirement that state assessments must be
aligned with state standards.

B. “Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required
content area or elective content area.

C. “Below-grade level” test items contain subject area content that is below the grade
level of the student taking the test and is considered aligned with state academic
standards to the extent it is aligned with content represented in state academic
standards below the student’s current grade level. Notwithstanding the student’s
grade level, administering below-grade level test items to a student does not violate
the requirement that state assessments must be aligned with state standards.

D. “Benchmark” means the specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to
complete part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band.

E. “Career and college ready,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means a high
school graduate has the knowledge, skills, and competencies to successfully pursue
a career pathway, including postsecondary credit leading to a degree, diploma,
certificate, or industry-recognized credential and employment. Students who are
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IVv.

career and college ready are able to successfully complete credit-bearing
coursework at a two- or four-year college or university or other credit-bearing
postsecondary program without need for remediation.

“Computer-adaptive assessments” means fully adaptive assessments.

“Cultural competence,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means the ability
and will to interact effectively with people of different cultures, native languages,
and socioeconomic backgrounds.

“Elective standards” means a locally adopted expectation for student learning in
career and technical education and world languages.

“Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration
through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job
shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships,
or other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment.

“Fully adaptive assessments” include on-grade level test items and items that may
be above or below a student’s grade level.

“On-grade level” test items contain subject area content that is aligned to state
academic standards for the grade level of the student taking the assessment.

“Required standard” means a statewide adopted expectation for student learning in
the content areas of English language arts, mathematics, science, social studies,
physical education, and the arts, or a locally adopted expectation for student
learning in health or the arts.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

A.

The assistant superintendent of curriculum and instruction shall establish criteria
by which student performance of local academic standards and elective standards
are to be evaluated and approved. The criteria will be submitted to the school
board for approval. Upon approval by the school board, the criteria shall be
deemed part of this policy.

The assistant superintendent of curriculum and instruction shall ensure that students
and parents or guardians are provided with notice of the process by which academic
standards will be assessed.

Staff members will be expected to utilize staff development opportunities to the
extent necessary to ensure effective implementation and continued improvement of
the implementation of assessments under the Minnesota Academic Standards.

STANDARDS FOR MINNESOTA ACADEMIC STANDARDS PERFORMANCE
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ASSESSMENTS

A.

Benchmarks

The school district will offer and students must achieve all benchmarks for an
academic standard to satisfactorily complete that state standard. These
benchmarks will be used by the school district and its staff in developing tests to
measure student academic knowledge and skills.

Statewide Academic Standards Testing

1. The school district will utilize statewide assessments developed from and
aligned with the state’s required academic standards as these tests become
available to evaluate student progress toward career and college readiness
in the context of the state’s academic standards.

2. The school district will administer annually, in accordance with the
process determined by the Minnesota Department of Education, the state-
constructed tests aligned with state standards to all students in grades 3
through 8 and at the high school level as follows:

a. computer-adaptive reading and mathematics assessments in grades
3 through 8§;

b.  high school reading in grade 10, mathematics in grade 11, and a high
school writing test, when it becomes available; and

c.  science assessments in one grade in the grades 3 through 5 span, the
grades 6 through 8 span, and a life science assessment in the grades
9 through 12 span (a passing score on high school science
assessments is not a condition of receiving a diploma).

3. The school district will develop and administer locally constructed tests in
social studies, health and physical education, and the arts to determine if a
student has met the required academic standards in these areas.

4. The school district may use a student’s performance on a statewide
assessment as one of the multiple criteria to determine grade promotion or
retention. The school district also may use a high school student’s
performance on a statewide assessment as a percentage of the student’s
final grade in a course, or place a student’s assessment score on the
student’s transcript.

5. For students in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, the school
district must record on the high school transcript a student’s progress
toward career and college readiness. For other students, this record of
progress must be made as soon as practicable. In addition, the school
district may include a notation of high achievement on the high school
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diplomas of those graduating seniors who, according to established school
board criteria, demonstrate exemplary academic achievement during high
school.

6. Students who do not meet or exceed the Minnesota Academic Standards,
as measured by the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments administered
in high school, must be informed that admission to a public school is free
and available to any resident under 21 years of age. The school district
will determine how this notice is given.

C. Student Participation

1. The Commissioner of Education must create and publish a form for
parents and guardians that:

a. explains the need for state academic standards;

b. identifies the state assessments that are aligned with state
standards;

C. identifies the consequences, if any, the school or student may face

if a student does not participate in state or locally required
standardized assessments;

d. states that students who receive a college ready benchmark on the
high school Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment are not
required to take a remedial, noncredit course at a Minnesota state
college or university in the corresponding subject area;

e. summarizes the provisions in Minn. Stat. § 120B.301(a) and (c);
and
f. notifies a parent of the right to not have the parent’s child

participate in the state and locally required assessments and asks a
parent that chooses to not have a child participate in the
assessments the basis for the decision.

2. The school district must post the form created by the Commissioner on the
school district website and include it in the school district’s student
handbook.

VI. RIGOROUS COURSE OF STUDY WAIVER
A. Upon receiving a student’s application signed by the student’s parent or guardian, the

school district must declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic
standard required for graduation if the school board determines that the student:
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1. is participating in a course of study, including an advanced placement or
international baccalaureate course or program; a learning opportunity outside
the curriculum of the school district; or an approved preparatory program for
employment or post-secondary education that is equally or more rigorous than
the corresponding state or local academic standard required by the school
district;

2. would be precluded from participating in the rigorous course of study, learning
opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education program if
the student were required to achieve the academic standard to be waived; and

3. satisfactorily completes the requirements for the rigorous course of study,
learning opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education
program.

The school board also may formally determine other circumstances in which to
declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic standard that the site
requires for graduation under this section.

A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options course or
program or an advanced placement or international baccalaureate course or program
is not required to complete other requirements of the academic standards
corresponding to that specific rigorous course of study.

VII. CAREER EXPLORATION ASSESSMENT

A.

Student assessments, in alignment with state academic standards, shall include clearly
defined career and college readiness benchmarks and satisfy Minnesota’s
postsecondary admissions requirements. Achievement and career and college
readiness in mathematics, reading, and writing must also be assessed. When
administering formative or summative assessments used to measure the academic
progress, including the oral academic development, of English learners and inform
their instruction, schools must ensure that the assessments are accessible to the
students and students have the modifications and supports they need to sufficiently
understand the assessments.

On an annual basis, the school district must use the career exploration elements in
these assessments, beginning no later than grade 9, to help students and their families
explore and plan for postsecondary education or careers based on the students’
interests, aptitudes, and aspirations. The school district must use timely regional
labor market information and partnerships, among other resources, to help students
and their families successfully develop, pursue, review, and revise an individualized
plan for postsecondary education or a career. This process must help increase
students’ engagement in and connection to school, improve students’ knowledge and
skills, and deepen students’ understanding of career pathways as a sequence of
academic and career courses that lead to an industry-recognized credential, an
associate’s degree, or a bachelor’s degree and are available to all students, whatever
their interests and career goals.
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C. All students, except those eligible for alternative assessments, will be encouraged to
participate on a nationally normed college entrance exam in grade 11 or 12. A
student under this paragraph who demonstrates attainment of required state academic
standards on these assessments, which include career and college readiness
benchmarks, is academically ready for a career or college and is encouraged to
participate in courses awarding college credit to high school students. Such courses
and programs may include sequential courses of study within broad career areas and
technical skill assessments that extend beyond course grades.

To the extent state funding for college entrance exam fees is available, the school
district will pay the cost, one time, for an interested student in grade 11 or 12, who is
eligible for a free or reduced-priced meal, to take a nationally recognized college
entrance exam before graduating. The school district may require a student who is
not eligible for a free or reduced-priced meal to pay the cost of taking a nationally
recognized college entrance exam. The school district will waive the cost for a
student who is unable to pay.

D. As appropriate, students through grade 12 must continue to participate in targeted
instruction, intervention, or remediation and be encouraged to participate in courses
awarding college credit to high school students.

E. In developing, supporting, and improving students’ academic readiness for a career or
college, the school district must have a continuum of empirically derived, clearly
defined benchmarks focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that
students, their parents, and teachers know how well students must perform to have a
reasonable chance to succeed in a career or college without need for postsecondary
remediation.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota’s
Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.022 (Elective Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.31 (System Accountability and Statistical
Adjustments)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for
Language Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0800-3501.0815 (Academic Standards for the
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0955 (Academic Standards in Science)
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Cross References:

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for
Physical Education)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)

Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction Goals)

Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)

Policy 615 (Basic Standards Testing, Accommodations, Modifications,
and Exemptions for IEP, Section 504 Accommodation, and LEP Students)
Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
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II1.

I1I1.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to institute a process for the establishment and revision of
assessments to measure achievement toward meeting the Minnesota Academic Standards, track
academic progress over time, and provide Minnesota graduates information related to career
and college readiness.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The school district has established a procedure by which students shall complete Graduation
Requirements. This procedure includes the adoption of performance assessment methods to be
used in measuring student performance. The school district strives to continually enhance
student achievement of Graduation Requirements.

DEFINITIONS

standards.
“Academic standard” means a summary description of student learning in a required
content area or elective content area.

>

“Benchmark” means the specific knowledge or skill that a student must master to
complete part of an academic standard by the end of the grade level or grade band.

o

o)

“Career and college ready,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means a high
school graduate has the knowledge, skills, and competencies to successfully pursue a
career pathway, including postsecondary credit leading to a degree, diploma, certificate,
or industry-recognized credential and employment. Students who are career and college
ready are able to successfully complete credit-bearing coursework at a two- or four-year
college or university or other credit-bearing postsecondary program without need for
remediation.

D. “Cultural competence,” for purposes of statewide accountability, means the ability and
will to interact effectively with people of different cultures, native languages, and
socioeconomic backgrounds.

im

“Elective standards” means a locally adopted expectation for student learning in career
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Im

and technical education and world languages.

“Experiential learning” means learning for students that includes career exploration
through a specific class or course or through work-based experiences such as job
shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurship, service learning, volunteering, internships, or
other cooperative work experience, youth apprenticeship, or employment.

“Required standard” means (1) a statewide adopted expectation for student learning in
the content areas of English—language arts, mathematics, science, social studies,
physical education, and the arts, ander (2) a locally adopted expectation for student
learning in health-or-the-arts.

ESTABLISHMENT OF CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

A.

The [school board/superintendent/director of instruction] shall establish criteria
by which student performance of local academic standards and elective standards are
to be evaluated and approved. The criteria will be submitted to the school board for
approval. Upon approval by the school board, the criteria shall be deemed part of this

policy.

The superintendent shall ensure that students and parents or guardians are provided
with notice of the process by which academic standards will be assessed.

Staff members will be expected to utilize staff development opportunities to the extent
necessary to ensure effective implementation and continued improvement of the
implementation of assessments under the Minnesota Academic Standards.

STANDARDS FOR MINNESOTA ACADEMIC STANDARDS PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS

A.

Benchmarks

The school district will offer and students must achieve all benchmarks for an academic
standard to satisfactorily complete that state standard. These benchmarks will be used
by the school district and its staff in developing tests to measure student academic
knowledge and skills.

[School districts are required to formally establish a periodic review cycle for
academic standards and related benchmarks in health, world languages, and
career and technical education.]

Statewide Academic Standards Testing

1. The school district will utilize statewide assessments developed from and aligned
with the state’s required academic standards as these tests become available to
evaluate student progress toward career and college readiness in the context of
the state’s academic standards.

2. The school district will administer annually, in accordance with the process
determined by the Minnesota Department of Education, the state-constructed
tests aligned with state standards to all students in grades 3 through 8 and at
the high school level as follows:
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a. computer-adaptive reading and mathematics assessments in grades 3
through 8;

b. high school reading in grade 10, mathematics in grade 11, and a high
school writing test, when it becomes available; and

C. science assessments in one grade in the grades 3 through 5 span, the
grades 6 through 8 span, and a life science assessment in the grades 9
through 12 span (a passing score on high school science assessments is
not a condition of receiving a diploma).

The school district will develop and administer locally constructed tests in social
studies, health and physical education, and the arts to determine if a student
has met the required academic standards in these areas.

The school district may use a student’s performance on a statewide assessment
as one of the multiple criteria to determine grade promotion or retention. The
school district also may use a high school student’s performance on a statewide
assessment as a percentage of the student’s final grade in a course, or place a
student’s assessment score on the student’s transcript.

For students in grade 8 in the 2012-2013 school year and later, the school
district must record on the high school transcript a student’s progress toward
career and college readiness. For other students, this record of progress must
be made as soon as practicable. In addition, the school district may include a
notation of high achievement on the high school diplomas of those graduating
seniors who, according to established school board criteria, demonstrate
exemplary academic achievement during high school.

Students who do not meet or exceed the Minnesota Academic Standards, as
measured by the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments administered in high
school, must be informed that admission to a public school is free and available
to any resident under 21 years of age. The school district will determine how
this notice is given.

Student Participation

1.

The Minnesota Commissioner of Education must create and publish a form for
parents and guardians that:

a. explains the need for state academic standards;

b. identifies the state assessments that are aligned with state standards;

C. identifies the consequences, if any, the school or student may face if a
student does not participate in state or locally required standardized
assessments;

d. states that students who receive a college ready benchmark on the high

school Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment are not required to take
a remedial, noncredit course at a Minnesota state college or university
in the corresponding subject area;

e. summarizes the provisions in Minnesota Statutes section 120B.301(a)
and (c); and
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f. notifies a parent of the right to not have the parent’s child participate in
the state and locally required assessments and asks a parent that
chooses to not have a child participate in the assessments the basis for
the decision.

2. The school district must post the form created by the Commissioner on the
school district website and include it in the school district’s student handbook.

VI. RIGOROUS COURSE OF STUDY WAIVER

A.

Upon receiving a student’s application signed by the student’s parent or guardian, the
school district must declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic
standard required for graduation if the school board determines that the student:

1. is participating in a course of study, including an advanced placement or
international baccalaureate course or program; a learning opportunity outside
the curriculum of the school district; or an approved preparatory program for
employment or post-secondary education that is equally or more rigorous than
the corresponding state or local academic standard required by the school
district;

2. would be precluded from participating in the rigorous course of study, learning
opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education program
if the student were required to achieve the academic standard to be waived;

and

3. satisfactorily completes the requirements for the rigorous course of study,
learning opportunity, or preparatory employment or post-secondary education
program.

The school board also may formally determine other circumstances in which to declare
that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic standard that the site requires for
graduation under this section.

A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options course or
program or an advanced placement or international baccalaureate course or program is
not required to complete other requirements of the academic standards corresponding
to that specific rigorous course of study.

VII. CAREER EXPLORATION ASSESSMENT

A.

Student assessments, in alignment with state academic standards, shall include clearly
defined career and college readiness benchmarks and satisfy Minnesota’s postsecondary
admissions requirements. Achievement and career and college readiness in
mathematics, reading, and writing must also be assessed. When administering
formative or summative assessments used to measure the academic progress, including
the oral academic development, of English learners and inform their instruction, schools
must ensure that the assessments are accessible to the students and students have the
modifications and supports they need to sufficiently understand the assessments.

On an annual basis, the school district must use the career exploration elements in these
assessments, beginning no later than grade 9, to help students and their families explore
and plan for postsecondary education or careers based on the students’ interests,
aptitudes, and aspirations. The school district must use timely regional labor market
information and partnerships, among other resources, to help students and their families
successfully develop, pursue, review, and revise an individualized plan for
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postsecondary education or a career. This process must help increase students’
engagement in and connection to school, improve students’ knowledge and skills, and
deepen students’ understanding of career pathways as a sequence of academic and
career courses that lead to an industry-recognized credential, an associate’s degree, or
a bachelor’s degree and are available to all students, whatever their interests and career
goals.

C. All students, except those eligible for alternative assessments, will be encouraged to
participate ien a nationally normed college entrance exam in grade 11 or 12. A student
under this paragraph who demonstrates attainment of required state academic
standards on these assessments, which include career and college readiness
benchmarks, is academically ready for a career or college and is encouraged to
participate in courses awarding college credit to high school students. Such courses and
programs may include sequential courses of study within broad career areas and
technical skill assessments that extend beyond course grades.

To the extent state funding for college entrance exam fees is available, the school district
will pay the cost, one time, for an interested student in grade 11 or 12, who is eligible
for a free or reduced-priced meal, to take a nationally recognized college entrance exam
before graduating. The school district may require a student who is not eligible for a
free or reduced-priced meal to pay the cost of taking a nationally recognized college
entrance exam. The school district will waive the cost for a student who is unable to

pay.

D. As appropriate, students through grade 12 must continue to participate in targeted
instruction, intervention, or remediation and be encouraged to participate in courses
awarding college credit to high school students.

E. In developing, supporting, and improving students’ academic readiness for a career or
college, the school district must have a continuum of empirically derived, clearly defined
benchmarks focused on students’ attainment of knowledge and skills so that students,
their parents, and teachers know how well students must perform to have a reasonable
chance to succeed in a career or college without need for postsecondary remediation.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.018 (Definitions)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.022 (Elective Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.023 (Benchmarks)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best
Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.30 (Statewide Testing and Reporting System)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.31 (System Accountability and Statistical Adjustments)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.3520 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
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MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
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I1.

I11.

CREDIT FOR LEARNING

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to recognize student achievement which occurs in Post-
Secondary Enrollment Options and other advanced enrichment programs, in out-of-
school experiences such as community organizations, work-based learning, and other
educational activities and opportunities.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

It is the policy of the school district to develop and provide processes and procedures by
which students may meet a graduation requirement for a content standard, in its
curriculum or the student accomplishes the work in another learning environment. The
school district will provide a process for transfer of standards completed in another
Minnesota school district, recognition of work completed in other schools and post-
secondary institutions, and credit for standards achieved in extracurricular activities,
activities outside the school, previous learning, and community and work experiences.
The school district may also waive the academic standards for certain students if the
criteria for such waivers are met.

VARIATIONS OF CONTENT STANDARDS
A. Rigorous Course of Study - Waiver

1. Upon application of a student, with approval of the student’s parent or
guardian and with the recommendation of the student’s teacher, the school
district must declare that a student has completed an academic standard if
the school board determines that:

a. There is a signed and dated parent or guardian letter indicating the
following:
“I have reviewed the academic standards that will be
waived if my child satisfactorily completes (fill in the name
of the rigorous course or learning opportunity outside of the
curriculum) and hereby provide my consent for the waiver
to be considered by the school board.”

b. The student is participating in a course of study, including an
advanced placement or international baccalaureate course or a
learning opportunity outside the curriculum of the school district



that is equally or more rigorous than the corresponding state or
local academic standard required by the school district or state; and

C. Achieving the academic standard to be waived would preclude the
student from participating in the rigorous course of study or
learning opportunity.

d. The student satisfactorily completes the requirements for the
rigorous course of study learning opportunity, or preparatory
employment or postsecondary education program. The student
must provide official documentation of successful passage of the
rigorous course in order to receive final approval. This written
documentation must be received by a certain date in order to
qualify for the final approval waiver.

2. A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment
options course or program under Minn. Stat. § 124D.09, that has been
approved as meeting the necessary requirements, is not required to
complete other requirements of the academic standards corresponding to
that specific rigorous course of study. A list of the courses or programs
meeting the necessary requirements may be obtained from the
Commissioner of the Department.

3. A waiver may not have the effect of a student’s graduating with no
completed academic standards in any of the learning areas and a waiver
should rarely be granted from more than one requirement.

IV.  POST SECONDARY ENROLLMENT CREDIT

A.

A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondary enrollment options
course, on-line learning course or program under Minn. Stat. § 124D.09, that has
been approved as meeting the necessary requirements, is not required to complete
other requirements of the MN Academic Standards, adopted by the school district
corresponding to that specific rigorous course of study.

Secondary credits granted to a student through a post-secondary enrollment
options course, or on-line learning course shall be counted toward the graduation
and credit requirements of a student completing the Minnesota Academic
Standards.

A list of courses or programs meeting the necessary requirements may be
obtained from the Department and/or school district.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations for Minnesota's

Students.)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act)



Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 124D.095 (On-Line Learning Option)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0010-3501.0180 (Rules Relating to Graduation
Standards - Mathematics and Reading)

Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0200-3501.0290 (Rules Relating to Graduation
Standards - Written Composition)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and
Instruction Goals)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and
Procedure)

MSBA/MASA  Model Policy 615 (Basic Standards Testing,
Accommodations, Modifications, and Exemptions for IEP, Section 504
Accommodation, and LEP Students)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Standard Achievement)
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II1.

III.

CREDIT FOR LEARNING

[Note: School districts statutorily are required to provide students with credit for
approved post-secondarypostsecondary courses, as set forth in Section V.; online
learning-courses,-as-set forth-in-Section-VI.;-and accelerated or advanced academic
courses offered by a higher education institution or nonprofit public agency, as set
forth in Section VII. Additionally, school districts are required by statute to identify
whether the school district offers weighted grades and, if it does, identify the courses
for which a student may earn a weighted grade (Section VIII). Optional provisions
related to awarding credit to students transferring from out-of-state, private, or home
schools and the issuance of student grades for purposes of awarding certain honors,
as set forth in Section IV., are not required by statute. Therefore, the language
contained in Section 1IV. is suggested language, and a school district may or may not
include this section or may modify this section at its discretion. ]

PURPOSE

The-purpose-of-thispelicy-is-teThis policy recognizes student achievement which-that occurs in
postsecondary enrollment option and other advanced enrichment programs. The-purpose-of
£This policy also is—te-recognizes student achievement which-that occurs in other schools, in
alternative learning sites, and in out-of-school experiences such as community organizations,
work-based learning, and other educational activities and opportunities. The-purpose-of-this
This policy alse-isto-addresses the-transfer of student credit from out-of-state, private, or home
schools and online learning programs and to address how the school district will recognize
student achievement obtained outside of the school district.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to provide a process for awarding students credit toward
graduation requirements for credits and grades students complete in other schools, pest-
secondarypostsecondary or higher education institutions, other learning environments, and
online courses and programs.

DEFINITIONS

A. “Accredited school” means a school that is accredited by an accrediting agency,
recognized according to Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.445 or recognized by the
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education (Commissioner).

B. "Concurrent enrollment" means nonsectarian courses in which an eligible pupil under
subdivision 5 or 5b enrolls to earn both secondary and postsecondary credits, are taught
by a secondary teacher or a postsecondary faculty member, and are offered at a high
school for which the district is eligible to receive concurrent enrollment program aid
under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.091.

C. “Course” means a course or program.




IV.

w

”

©

“Eligible institution” means a Minnesota public pest-secondarypostsecondary institution,

a private, nonprofit two-year trade and technical school granting associate degrees, an
opportunities industrialization center accredited by an accreditor recognized by the
United States Department of Education, or a private, residential, two-year or four-year,
liberal arts, degree-granting college or university located in Minnesota.

im

“Nonpublic school” is a private school or home school in which a child is provided

instruction in compliance with the Minnesota compulsory attendance laws.

FL. “Weighted grade” is a letter or numerical grade that is assigned a numerical advantage
when calculating the grade point average.

TRANSFER OF CREDIT FROM OTHER SCHOOLS

A. Transfer of Academic Requirements from Other Minnesota Public Secondary Schools

1.

The school district will accept and transfer secondary credits and grades
awarded to a student from another Minnesota public secondary school upon
presentation of a certified transcript from the transferring public secondary
school evidencing the course taken and the grade and credit awarded.

2. Credits and grades awarded from another Minnesota public secondary school
may be used to compute honor roll and/or class rank if a student has earned at
least [insert number] credits from the school district.

B. Transfer of Academic Reguirements from Other Schools
1. The school district will accept secondary credits and grades awarded to a student

for courses successfully completed at a public school outside of Minnesota or an
accredited nonpublic school upon presentation of a certified transcript from the
transferring public school in another state or nonpublic school evidencing the
course taken and the grade and credit awarded.

a. When a determination is made that the content of the course aligns
directly with school district graduation requirements, the student will be
awarded commensurate credits and grades.

b. Commensurate credits and grades awarded from an accredited
nonpublic school or public school in another state may be used to
compute honor roll and/or class rank if a student has earned at least
[insert number] credits from the school district.

C. In the event the content of a course taken at an accredited nonpublic

school or public school in another state does not fully align with the
content of the school district’s high school graduation requirements but
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is comparable to elective credits offered by the school district for
graduation, the student may be provided elective credit applied toward
graduation requirements. Credit that does not fully align with the school
district’'s high school graduation requirements will not be used to
compute honor roll and/or class rank.

d. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high
school graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be provided
to the student.

2. Students transferring from a non-accredited, nonpublic school shall receive

credit from the school district upon presentation of a transcript or other
documentation evidencing the course taken and grade and credit awarded.

a.

Students will be required to provide copies of course descriptions,
syllabi, or work samples for determination of appropriate credit. In
addition, students also may be asked to provide interviews/conferences
with the student and/or student’s parent and/or former administrator or
teacher; review of a record of the student’s entire curriculum at the
nonpublic school; and review of the student’'s complete record of
academic achievement.

Where the school district determines that a course completed by a
student at a non-accredited, nonpublic school is commensurate with
school district graduation requirements, credit shall be awarded, but the
grade shall be “P” (pass).

In the event the content of a course taken at an non-accredited,
nonpublic school does not fully align with the content of the school
district’'s high school graduation requirements but is comparable to
elective credits offered by the school district for graduation, the student
may be provided elective credit applied toward graduation
requirements.

If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which local
high school graduation credit would be provided, no credit will be
provided to the student.

Credit and grades earned from a non-accredited nonpublic school shall
not be used to compute honor roll and/or class rank.

C. A student must provide the school with a copy of the student’s grades in each

course taken for secondary credit under this policy, including interim or nonfinal

grades earned during the academic term.

POST-SECONDARYPOSTSECONDARY ENROLLMENT CREDIT

A.

A student who satisfactorily completes a post-secondarypostsecondary enrollment
options course or program under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.09 that has been
approved as meeting the necessary requirements is not required to complete other
requirements of the Minnesota—Academic—Standards—content—standardsacademic
standards corresponding to that specific rigorous course of study.

Secondary credits granted to a student through a pest-secondarypostsecondary
enrollment options course or program that-meets-or-exceeds-a-graduation-standard-or
reguirement-shal-must be counted toward the graduation and-credit-requirements ofa

student-completing-the-Minnesota-Academic-Standards-and subject area requirements

of the district.
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1. Course credit will be considered by the school district only upon presentation of
a certified transcript from an eligible institution evidencing the course taken and
the grade and credit awarded.

2. Seven quarter or four semester post-secondarypostsecondary credits shall equal

at least one full year of high school credit. Fewer pest-secondarypostsecondary
credits may be prorated.

3. When a determination is made that the content of the post-
secondarypostsecondary course aligns directly with a required course for high
school graduation, the commensurate credit and grade will be recorded on the
student’s transcript as a course credit applied toward graduation requirements.

4. In the event the content of the pest-secendarypostsecondary course does not
fully align with the content of a high school course required for graduation but
is comparable to elective credits offered by the school district for graduation,
the school district may provide elective credit and the grade will be recorded on
the student’s transcript as an elective course credit applied toward graduation
requirements.

5. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school
graduation credit would be provided, the school district will notify the
Commissioner, who shall determine the number of credits that shall be granted
to a student.

6. When secondary credit is granted for pest-secondarypostsecondary credits
taken by a student, the school district will record those credits on the student’s

transcript as credits earned at a pest-secondarypostsecondary institution.

C. A list of the courses or programs meeting the necessary requirements may be obtained
from the school district.

D. By the earlier of (1) three weeks prior to the date by which a student must register for
district courses for the following school year, or (2) March 1 of each year, the school
district must provide up-to-date information on the district's website and in materials
that are distributed to parents and students about the program, including information
about enrollment requirements and the ability to earn postsecondary credit to all pupils
in grades 8, 9, 10, and 11.

Consistent with the career and technical pathways program, a student in grade 11 or 12 who is

employed by an institutional long-term care or licensed assisted living facility, a home and
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VII.

community-based services and supports provider, a hospital or health system clinic, or a child
care center may earn up to two elective credits each year toward graduation under Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.024, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clause (7), at the discretion of the
enrolling school district. A student may earn one elective credit for every 350 hours worked,
including hours worked during the summer. A student who is employed by an eligible employer
must submit an application, in the form or manner required by the school district, for elective
credit to the school district in order to receive elective credit. The school district must verify the
hours worked with the employer before awarding elective credit.

ADVANCED ACADEMIC CREDIT

A. The school district will grant academic credit to a student attending an accelerated or
advanced academic course offered by a higher education institution or a nonprofit public
agency, other than the school district.

B. Course credit will be considered only upon official documentation from the higher
education institution or nonprofit public agency that the student successfully completed
the course attended and passed an examination approved by the school district.

C. When a determination is made that the content of the advanced academic course aligns
directly with a required course for high school graduation, the commensurate credit and
grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as a course credit applied toward
graduation requirements.

D. In the event the content of the advanced academic course does not fully align with the
content of a high school course required for graduation but is comparable to elective
credits offered by the school district for graduation, the school district may provide
elective credit and the grade will be recorded on the student’s transcript as an elective
course credit applied toward graduation requirements.

E. If no comparable course is offered by the school district for which high school graduation
credit would be provided, the school district will notify the Commissioner and request a
determination of the number of credits that shall be granted to a student.

VIII. WEIGHTED GRADES
[Note: School districts must identify in policy whether they offer courses with

weighted grades. Therefore, school districts must include one of the following options
in their policies.]

A. The school district does not offer weighted grades.
[or]
A. The school district offers weighted grades for courses that are identified as more

rigorous or academically challenging as follows:

[List the types of courses that will be awarded weighted grades and the
multiplier, similar to the following examples.]

1. A grade awarded in an Advanced Placement course will be multiplied by a factor
of (i.e., 1.07).

2. A grade awarded in an Honors course will be multiplied by a factor of

3. A grade awarded in a College In the Schools course will be multiplied by a factor
of

4. A grade awarded in a course taken through a Pest-SecendaryPostsecondary

Enrollment Options program will be multiplied by a factor of

620-5



5. A grade awarded in a course in a duel enrollment course will be multiplied by a
factor of

B. The school district will update its website prior to the beginning of each school year with
a listing of the courses for which a student may earn a weighted grade.

IX. PROCESS FOR AWARDING CREDIT

A. The building principal will be responsible for carrying out the process to award credits
and grades pursuant to this policy. The building principal will notify students in writing
of the decision as to how credits and grades will be awarded.

B. A student or the student’s parent or guardian may seek reconsideration of the decision
by the building principal as to credits and/or grades awarded upon request of a student
or the student’s parent or guardian if the request is made in writing to the
superintendent within five school days of the date of the building principal’s decision.
The request should set forth the credit and/or grade requested and the reason(s) why
credit(s)/grade(s) should be provided as requested. Any pertinent documentation in
support of the request should be submitted.

C. The decision of the superintendent as to the award of credits or grades shall be a final
decision by the school district and shall not be appealable by the student or student’s
parent or guardian except as set forth in Section IX.D. below.

D. If a student disputes the number of credits granted by the school district for a particular

post-secondarypostsecondary enrollment course, online-learning—course,—or advanced

academic credit course, the student may appeal the school district’s decision to the
Commissioner. The decision of the Commissioner shall be final.

E. At any time during the process, the building principal or superintendent may ask for
course descriptions, syllabi, or work samples from a course where content of the course
is in question for purposes of determining alignment with graduation requirements or
the number of credits to be granted. Students will not be provided credit until requested
documentation is available for review, if requested.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 120B.02 (Educational Expectations and Graduation Requirements
for Minnesota’s Students)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.021 (Required Academic Standards)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.11 (School District Process for Reviewing Curriculum,
Instruction, and Student Achievement; Striving for the World’s Best
Workforce)
Minn. Stat. § 120B.14 (Advanced Academic Credit)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.02 (General Powers of Independent School Districts)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.445 (Nonpublic Education Council)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03, Subd. 9 (Enrollment Options Program)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Postsecondary Enrollment Options Act)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.094 (Online Instruction Act)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0640-3501.0655 (Academic Standards for Language
Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0700-3501.0745 (Academic Standards for
Mathematics)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0820 (Academic Standards for the Arts)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.0900-3501.0960 (Academic Standards in Science)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1200-3501.1210 (Academic Standards for English
Language Development)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1300-3501.1345 (Academic Standards for Social
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Cross References:

Studies)
Minn. Rules Parts 3501.1400-3501.1410 (Academic Standards for Physical
Education)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 104 (School District Mission Statement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 601 (School District Curriculum and Instruction
Goals)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 614 (School District Testing Plan and Procedure)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 615 (Testing Accommodations, Modifications, and
Exemptions for IEPs, Section 504 Plans, and LEP Students)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 616 (School District System Accountability)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 618 (Assessment of Student Achievement)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 624 (Online Instructionkearning-Options)
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II1.

I1I1.

LITERACY AND THE READ ACT

[Note: By the 2026-2027 school year, the school district must provide evidence-
based reading instruction through a focus on student mastery of the foundational
reading skills of phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency, as well as the
development of oral language, vocabulary, and reading comprehension skills.
Students must receive evidence-based instruction that is proven to effectively teach
children to read, consistent with Minnesota Statutes, sections 120B.1117 to
120B.124.]

PURPOSE

This policy aligns with Minnesota law established in the Read Act and on other topics related to
reading.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
The school district recognizes the centrality of reading in a student’s educational experience.

DEFINITIONS

A. "Evidence-based" means the instruction or item described is based on reliable,
trustworthy, and valid evidence and has demonstrated a record of success in increasing
students' reading competency in the areas of phonological and phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.
Evidence-based literacy instruction is explicit, systematic, and includes phonological and
phonemic awareness, phonics and decoding, spelling, fluency, vocabulary, oral
language, and comprehension that can be differentiated to meet the needs of individual
students. Evidence-based instruction does not include the three-cueing system, as
defined in subdivision 16.

B. "Fluency" means the ability of students to read text accurately, automatically, and with
proper expression.

C. "Foundational reading skills" includes phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics
and decoding, and fluency. Foundational reading skills appropriate to each grade level
must be mastered in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3. Struggling readers in
grades 4 and above who do not demonstrate mastery of grade-level foundational
reading skills must continue to receive explicit, systematic instruction to reach mastery.

D. "Literacy specialist" means a person licensed by the Professional Educator Licensing and
Standards Board as a teacher of reading, a special education teacher, or a kindergarten
through grade 6 teacher, who has completed professional development approved by the
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) in structured literacy. A literacy specialist
employed by the department under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123, subdivision
7, or by a district as a literacy lead, is not required to complete the approved training
before August 30, 2025.

E. "Literacy lead" means a literacy specialist with expertise in working with educators as
adult learners. A district literacy lead must support the district's implementation of the
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Read Act; provide support to school-based coaches; support the implementation of
structured literacy, interventions, curriculum delivery, and teacher training; assist with
the development of personal learning plans; and train paraprofessionals and other
support staff to support classroom literacy instruction. A literacy lead may be employed
by one district, jointly by two or more districts, or may provide services to districts
through a partnership with the regional service cooperatives or another district.

"Multitiered system of support" or "MTSS" means a systemic, continuous improvement
framework for ensuring positive social, emotional, behavioral, developmental, and
academic outcomes for every student. The MTSS framework provides access to layered
tiers of culturally and linguistically responsive, evidence-based practices and relies on
the understanding and belief that every student can learn and thrive. Through a MTSS
at the core (Tier 1), supplemental (Tier 2), and intensive (Tier 3) levels, educators
provide high quality, evidence-based instruction and intervention that is matched to a
student's needs; progress is monitored to inform instruction and set goals and data is
used for educational decision making.

"Oral language," also called "spoken language," includes speaking and listening, and
consists of five components: phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and
pragmatics.

"Phonemic awareness" means the ability to notice, think about, and manipulate
individual sounds in spoken syllables and words.

"Phonics instruction"” means the explicit, systematic, and direct instruction of the
relationships between letters and the sounds they represent and the application of this
knowledge in reading and spelling.

"Progress monitoring" means using data collected to inform whether interventions are
working. Progress monitoring involves ongoing monitoring of progress that quantifies
rates of improvement and informs instructional practice and the development of
individualized programs using state-approved screening that is reliable and valid for the
intended purpose.

"Reading comprehension” means a function of word recognition skills and language
comprehension skills. It is an active process that requires intentional thinking during
which meaning is constructed through interactions between the text and reader.
Comprehension skills are taught explicitly by demonstrating, explaining, modeling, and
implementing specific cognitive strategies to help beginning readers derive meaning
through intentional, problem-solving thinking processes.

"Structured literacy” means an approach to reading instruction in which teachers
carefully structure important literacy skills, concepts, and the sequence of instruction to
facilitate children's literacy learning and progress. Structured literacy is characterized
by the provision of systematic, explicit, sequential, and diagnostic instruction in
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and oral language development, and
reading comprehension.

"Three-cueing system," also known as "meaning structure visual (MSV)," means a
method that teaches students to use meaning, structure and syntax, and visual cues
when attempting to read an unknown word.

"Vocabulary development" means the process of acquiring new words. A robust
vocabulary improves all areas of communication, including listening, speaking, reading,
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and writing. Vocabulary growth is directly related to school achievement and is a strong
predictor for reading success.

IV. READING SCREENER; PARENT NOTIFICATION AND INVOLVEMENT

A.

The school district must administer an approved evidence-based reading screener to
students in kindergarten through grade 3 within the first six weeks of the school year,
and again within the last six weeks of the school year. The screener must be one of the
screening tools approved by the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).

The school district must identify any screener it uses in the district’s annual literacy plan,
and submit screening data with the annual literacy plan by June 15.

Schools, at least biannually after administering each screener, must give the parent of
each student who is not reading at or above grade level timely information about:

1. the student's reading proficiency as measured by a screener approved by MDE;

2. reading-related services currently being provided to the student and the
student's progress; and

3. strategies for parents to use at home in helping their student succeed in
becoming grade-level proficient in reading in English and in their native
language.

The school district may not use this section to deny a student's right to a special
education evaluation.

V. IDENTIFICATION AND REPORT

A.

Students enrolled in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3, including multilingual
learners and students receiving special education services, must
be universally screened for mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic
awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, oral language, and for characteristics of
dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. The screening for
characteristics of dyslexia may be integrated with universal screening for mastery of
foundational skills and oral language.

The school district must submit data on student performance in kindergarten, grade 1,
grade 2, and grade 3 on foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness,
phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral language to MDE in the annual local literacy plan
submission due on June 15.

Students in grades 4 and above, including multilingual learners and students receiving
special education services, who do not demonstrate mastery of foundational reading
skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral
language, must be screened using a screening tool approved by MDE for characteristics
of dyslexia and must continue to receive evidence-based instruction, interventions, and
progress monitoring until the students achieve grade-level proficiency. A parent, in
consultation with a teacher, may opt a student out of the literacy screener if the parent
and teacher decide that continuing to screen would not be beneficial to the student. In
such limited cases, the student must continue to receive progress monitoring and
literacy interventions.
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VI.

Reading screeners in English, and in the predominant languages of school district
students where practicable, must identify and evaluate students' areas of academic need
related to literacy. The school district also must monitor the progress and provide
reading instruction appropriate to the specific needs of multilingual learners. The school
district must use an approved, developmentally appropriate, and culturally
responsive screener and annually report summary screener results to the MDE
Commissioner by June 15 in the form and manner determined by the MDE
Commissioner.

The school district must include in its literacy plan a summary of the district's efforts to
screen, identify, and provide interventions to students who demonstrate characteristics
of dyslexia as measured by a screening tool approved by MDE. With respect to students
screened or identified under paragraph (a), the report must include:

1. a summary of the school district's efforts to screen for dyslexia;
2. the number of students universally screened for that reporting year;

3. the number of students demonstrating characteristics of dyslexia for that year;
and

4. an explanation of how students identified under this subdivision are provided
with alternate instruction and interventions under Minnesota Statutes,
section 125A.56, subdivision 1.

INTERVENTION

A.

For each student identified under the screening identification process, the school district
shall provide reading intervention to accelerate student growth and reach the goal of
reading at or above grade level by the end of the current grade and school year.

The school district must implement progress monitoring, as defined in Minnesota
Statutes, section 120B.1118, for a student not reading at grade level.

The school district must use evidence-based curriculum and intervention materials at
each grade level that are designed to ensure student mastery of phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, and reading comprehension.
Starting July 1, 2023, if the school district purchases new literacy curriculum, or literacy
intervention or supplementary materials, the curriculum or materials must be evidence-
based as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.1118.

If a student does not read at or above grade level by the end of the current school year,
the school district must continue to provide reading intervention until the student reads
at grade level. School district intervention methods shall encourage family engagement
and, where possible, collaboration with appropriate school and community programs
that specialize in evidence-based instructional practices and measure mastery of
foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency,
and oral language.

By the 2025-2026 school year, intervention programs must be taught by an intervention
teacher or special education teacher who has successfully completed training in
evidence-based reading instruction approved by MDE. Intervention may
include but is not limited to requiring student attendance in summer school, intensified
reading instruction that may require that the student be removed from the regular
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classroom for part of the school day, extended-day programs, or programs that
strengthen students' cultural connections.

The school district must determine the format of the personal learning plan in
collaboration with the student's educators and other appropriate professionals. The
school must develop the learning plan in consultation with the student's parent or
guardian. The personal learning plan must include targeted instruction that is evidence-
based and ongoing progress monitoring, and address knowledge gaps and skill
deficiencies through strategies such as specific exercises and practices during and
outside of the regular school day, group interventions, periodic assessments or
screeners, and reasonable timelines. The personal learning plan may include grade
retention, if it is in the student's best interest; a student may not be retained solely due
to delays in literacy or not demonstrating grade-level proficiency. A school must
maintain and regularly update and modify the personal learning plan until the student
reads at grade level. This paragraph does not apply to a student under an individualized
education program.

VII. LOCAL LITERACY PLAN

A.

The school district must adopt a local literacy plan to have every child reading at or
above grade level every year beginning in kindergarten and to support multilingual
learners and students receiving special education services in achieving their
individualized reading goals. The school district must update and submit the plan to the
Commissioner of MDE by June 15 each year. The plan must be consistent with the Read
Act, and include the following:

1. a process to assess students' foundational reading skills, oral language,
and level of reading proficiency and the screeners used, by school site and grade
level, under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123;

2. a process to notify and involve parents;

3. a description of how schools in the school district will determine the
targeted reading instruction that is evidence-based and includes an intervention
strategy for a student and the process for intensifying or modifying the reading
strategy in order to obtain measurable reading progress;

4, evidence-based intervention methods for students who are not reading at or
above grade level and progress monitoring to provide information on the
effectiveness of the intervention;

5. identification of staff development needs, including a plan to meet those needs;
6. the curricula used by school site and grade level;

7. a statement of whether the school district has adopted a MTSS framework;

8. student data using the measures of foundational literacy skills and mastery

identified by MDE for the following students:
a. students in kindergarten through grade 3;

b. students who demonstrate characteristics of dyslexia; and
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VIII.

IX.

C. students in grades 4 to 12 who are identified as not reading at
grade level; and

9. the number of teachers and other staff that have completed training approved
by the department.

The school district must post its literacy plan on the official school district website and
submit it to the Commissioner of MDE using the template developed by the
Commissioner beginning June 15, 2024.

STAFF TRAINING

A.

Beginning July 1, 2024, a school district must provide access to the training required
under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.123, subdivision 5, to:

1. intervention teachers working with students in kindergarten through grade 12;

2. all classroom teachers of students in kindergarten through grade 3 and children
in prekindergarten programs;

3. special education teachers;

4. curriculum directors;

5. instructional support staff who provide reading instruction; and
6. employees who select literacy instructional materials for a district.

The school district must provide training from a menu of approved evidence-based
training programs to all reading intervention teachers, literacy specialists, and other
teachers and staff identified in Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.12, subdivision 1,
paragraph (b), by July 1, 2025; and by July 1, 2027, to other teachers in the school
district, prioritizing teachers who work with students with disabilities, English learners,
and students who qualify for the graduation incentives program under Minnesota
Statutes, section 124D.68. The Commissioner of MDE may grant a school district an
extension to these deadlines.

By August 30, 2025, the school district must employ or contract with a literacy lead, or
be actively supporting a designated literacy specialist through the process of becoming
a literacy lead. The school board may satisfy the requirements of this subdivision by
contracting with another school board or cooperative unit under Minnesota Statutes,
section 123A.24 for the services of a literacy lead by August 30, 2025. The school
district literacy lead must collaborate with school district administrators and staff to
support the school district's implementation of requirements under the Read Act.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

A.

The school district must provide training programs on evidence-based reading
instruction to teachers and instructional staff in accordance with subdivision 1,
paragraph (b). The training must include teaching in the areas of phonemic awareness,
phonics, vocabulary development, reading fluency, reading comprehension, and
culturally and linguistically responsive pedagogy.
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B. The school district shall use the data under Article V. above to identify the staff
development needs so that:

1. elementary teachers are able to implement explicit, systematic, evidence-
based instruction in the five reading areas of phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension with emphasis on mastery of
foundational reading skills as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118 and other literacy-related areas including writing until the
student achieves grade-level reading and writing proficiency;

2. elementary teachers have sufficient training to provide students with evidence-
based reading and oral language instruction that meets students'
developmental, linguistic, and literacy needs using the intervention methods or
programs selected by the school district for the identified students;

3. licensed teachers employed by the school district have regular opportunities to
improve reading and writing instruction;

4. licensed teachers recognize students' diverse needs in cross-cultural settings
and are able to serve the oral language and linguistic needs of students who
are multilingual learners by maximizing strengths in their native languages in
order to cultivate students' English language development, including oral
academic language development, and build academic literacy; and

5. licensed teachers are well trained in culturally responsive pedagogy that
enables students to master content, develop skills to access content, and build
relationships.

C. The school district must provide staff in early childhood programs sufficient training to
provide children in early childhood programs with explicit, systematic instruction in
phonological and phonemic awareness; oral language, including listening
comprehension; vocabulary; and letter-sound correspondence.

LITERACY INCENTIVE AID USES

The school district must use its literacy incentive aid to support implementation of evidence-
based reading instruction. The following are eligible uses of literacy incentive aid:

1. training for kindergarten through grade 3 teachers, early childhood educators,
special education teachers, reading intervention teachers working with students
in kindergarten through grade 12, curriculum directors, and instructional
support staff that provide reading instruction, on using evidence-based
screening and progress monitoring tools;

2. evidence-based training using a training program approved by MDE;

3. employing or contracting with a literacy lead, as defined in Minnesota Statutes,
section 120B.1118;

4. materials, training, and ongoing coaching to ensure reading interventions under
Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.56, subdivision 1, are evidence-based; and
costs of substitute teachers to allow teachers to complete required training
during the teachers' contract day.

621-7



Legal References:

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 120B.1118 (Read Act Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.12 (Read Act Goal and Interventions)

Minn. Stat. § 120B.123 (Read Act Implementation)

Minn. Stat. § 123A.24 (Withdrawing from a Cooperative Unit; Appealing Denial
of Membership)

Minn. Stat. §124D.68 (Graduation Incentives Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.98 (Literacy Incentive Aid)

Minn. Stat. § 125A.56 (Alternate Instruction Required before Assessment
Referral)

None
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I1.

III.

ON-LINE LEARNING OPTIONS

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to recognize and govern on-line learning options of students
enrolled in the school district for purposes of compulsory attendance and address
enrollment of students with an online learning provider for supplemental or full-time
online learning.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The school district shall not prohibit an enrolled student from applying to enroll in
on-line learning.

The school district shall grant academic credit for completing the requirements of
an on-line learning course or program.

The school district shall allow an on-line learning student to have the same access
to the computer hardware and education software available in the school district
as all other students in the school district. An online learning provider must assist
an online learning student whose family qualifies for education tax credit to
acquire computer hardware and educational software for online learning purposes.

The school district shall continue to provide non-academic services to on-line
learning students.

On-line learning students may participate in the extracurricular activities of the
school district on the same basis as other enrolled students.

DEFINITIONS

A.

“Blended learning” is a form of digital learning that occurs when a student learns
part time in a supervised physical setting and part time through digital delivery of
instruction, or a student learns in a supervised physical setting where technology
is used as a primary method to deliver instruction.

“Digital learning” is learning facilitated by technology that offers students an

element of control over the time, place, path, or pace of their learning and
includes blended and online learning.
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Iv.

“Enrolling district” means the school district or charter school in which a student
is enrolled under Minn. Stat. § 120A.22, Subd. 4, for purposes of compulsory
education.

“Full-time online learning provider” means an enrolling school authorized by the
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) to deliver comprehensive public
education at any or all of the elementary, middle, or high school levels.

“Online learning course syllabus” is a written document that an online learning
provider transmits to the enrolling school district using a format prescribed by the
Commissioner of MDE (Commissioner) to identify the state academic standards
embedded in an online learning course, the course content outline, required course
assessments, expectations for actual teacher contact time, and other student-to-
teacher communications, and the academic support available to the online
learning student.

“Online learning” is a form of digital learning delivered by an approved online
learning provider under Paragraph III.H.

“Online learning student” is a student enrolled in an online learning course or
program delivered by an authorized online learning provider.

“Online learning provider” is a school district, an intermediate school district, or
an organization of two or more school districts operating under a joint powers
agreement, or a charter school located in Minnesota that provides online learning
to students and is approved by MDE to provide online learning courses.

“Student” is a Minnesota resident enrolled in a public school, a nonpublic school,
church or religious organization, or home school in which a child is provided
instruction in compliance with Minn. Stat. §§ 120A.22 and 120A.24.

“Supplemental online learning” means an online learning course taken in place of
a course period at a local district school.

PROCEDURES

A.

Dissemination and Receipt of Information

1. The school district shall make available information about on-line learning
to all interested people. The school district may utilize the list of approved
on-line learning providers and on-line learning courses and programs
developed, published, and maintained by MDE.

2. The school district will receive and maintain information provided to it by
on-line learning providers.

3. The online learning provider must report or make available information on
an individual student’s progress and accumulated credit to the student, the
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student’s parent, and the enrolling district in a manner specified by the
Commissioner unless the enrolling district and the online learning
provider agree to a different form of notice and notify the Commissioner.

4. The enrolling district must designate a contact person to help facilitate and
monitor the student’s academic progress and accumulated credits toward
graduation.

B. Students Enrollment
1. A student may apply for full-time enrollment in an approved online

learning program. The student must have the written consent of a parent or
guardian to do so if the student is under eighteen (18) years of age.

2. The student and the student’s parents must submit an application to the
online learning provider and identify the reason for enrolling. An online
learning provider that accepts a student under this section must within ten
days notify the student and the enrolling district and the school district in
writing within ten days if the enrolling district is not the online learning
provider. The student and the student’s parent must notify the online
learning provider of the student’s intent to enroll in online learning within
ten days of being accepted, at which time the student and the student’s
parent must sign a statement indicating that they have reviewed the online
course or program and understand the expectations of enrolling in online
learning. The online learning provider must use a form provided by MDE
to notify the enrolling district of the student’s application to enroll in
online learning.

3. The supplemental online learning notice to the enrolling district when a
student applies to the online learning provider will include the courses or
program, credits to be awarded, and the start date of the online learning
course or program. An online learning provider must make available the
supplemental online learning course syllabus to the enrolling district.
Within 15 days after the online learning provider makes information in
this paragraph available to the enrolling district, the enrolling district must
notify the online learning provider whether the student, the student’s
parent, and the enrolling district agree or disagree that the course meets
the enrolling district’s graduation requirements. A student may enroll in a
supplemental online learning course up to the midpoint of the school
district’s term. The school district may waive this requirement for special
circumstances with the agreement of the online learning provider.

4. An online learning course or program that meets or exceeds a graduation
standard or the grade progression requirement of the enrolling district as
described in the provider’s online learning course syllabus meets the
corresponding graduation requirements applicable to the student in the
enrolling district. If the enrolling district does not agree that the course or
program meets its graduation requirements, then the enrolling district must
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make available an explanation of its decision to the student, the student’s
parent, and the online learning provider; and the online learning provider
may make available a response to the enrolling district, showing how the
course or program meets the graduation requirements of the enrolling
district.

An online learning student may enroll in supplemental online learning
courses equal to a maximum of 50 percent of the student’s full schedule of
courses per term during a single school year, and the student may exceed
the supplemental online learning registration limit if the enrolling district
permits for supplemental online learning enrollment above the limit or if
the enrolling district and the online learning provider agree to the
instructional services. To enroll in more than 50 percent of the student’s
full schedule or courses per term in online learning, the student must
qualify to exceed the supplemental online learning registration limit or
apply to enroll in an approved full-time online learning program consistent
with Paragraph IV.B.2. above. Full-time online learning students may
enroll in classes at a local school under a contract for instructional services
between the online learning provider and the school district.

An online learning student may complete course work at a grade level that
is different from the student’s current grade level.

An online learning student may enroll in additional courses with the online
learning provider under a separate agreement that includes terms for
payment of any tuition or course fees.

Classroom Membership and Teacher Contact Time

1.

The enrolling district may reduce an on-line learning student’s regular
classroom instructional membership in proportion to the student’s
membership in on-line learning courses.

The school district may reduce the course schedule of an online learning
student in proportion to the number of online learning courses the student
takes from an online learning provider other than the school district.

A teacher with a Minnesota license must assemble and deliver instruction
to enrolled students receiving online learning from an enrolling district.
The delivery of instruction occurs when the student interacts with the
computer or the teacher and receives ongoing assistance and assessment of
learning. The instruction may include curriculum developed by persons
other than a teacher with a Minnesota license.

The online learning provider, other than a digital learning provider
offering digital learning to its enrolled students only under Minn. Stat. §
124D.095, Subd. 4(d), must give the Commissioner written assurance that
all courses meet state academic standards and the online learning
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curriculum, instruction, and assessment expectations for actual teacher
contact time or other student-teacher communications and academic
support meet nationally recognized standards and are described as such in
an online learning course syllabus that meets the Commissioner’s
requirements.

D. Academic Credit; Graduation Standards or Requirements

1. The school district shall apply the same graduation requirements to all
students, including online learning students.

2. The school district shall use the same criteria for accepting online learning
credits or courses as it does for accepting credits or courses for
nonresident transfer students under Minnesota law.

3. The school district may challenge the validity of a course offered by an
on-line learning provider. Such a challenge will be filed with the
Minnesota Department of Education.

4. The school district shall count secondary credits granted to an on-line
learning student toward its graduation and credit requirements.

5. If a student completes an online learning course or program that meets or
exceeds a graduation standard or grade progression requirement at the
school district, that standard or requirement will be met.

6. Weighted grades will also be applicable if the school district has adopted a
policy to offer weighted grades.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)

Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 Subd. 1a (Curriculum, Electronic Components)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Program)

Minn. Stat. § 124D.09 (Post-Secondary Enrollment Options Act)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.095 (On-Line Learning Option Act)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 509 (Enrollment of Nonresident Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 605 (Alternative Programs)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 608 (Instructional Services — Special
Education)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
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II1.

III.

ONLINE INSTRUCTION

[Note: In 2023, the Minnesota Legislature repealed the Online Learning Option Act
(Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.095) and replaced it with the Online Instruction
Act (Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.094). This policy fully replaces the old Model
Policy 624].

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to recognize and govern online instruction options of students
enrolled in the school district for purposes of compulsory attendance and address enrollment of

students with an online instruction site for supplemental or full-time online learning.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A. The school district shall not prohibit an enrolled student from applying to enroll in online
instruction.
B. The school district shall grant academic credit for completing the requirements of an

online instruction course or program.
DEFINITIONS

A. "Blended instruction” means a form of digital instruction that occurs when a student
learns part time in a supervised physical setting and part time through online instruction
under paragraph (E).

B. "Digital instruction"” means instruction facilitated by technology that offers students an
element of control over the time, place, path, or pace of learning and includes blended
and online instruction.

C. "Enrolling district" means the school district in which a student is enrolled under
Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.22, subdivision 4.

D. "Online course syllabus" means a written document that identifies the state academic
standards taught and assessed in a supplemental online course under paragraph (I);
course content outline; required course assessments; instructional methods;
communication procedures with students, guardians, and the enrolling district under
paragraph (C); and supports available to the student.

E. "Online instruction" means a form of digital instruction that occurs when a student learns
primarily through digital technology away from a supervised physical setting.

F. "Online instructional site" means a site that offers courses using online instruction under
paragraph (E) and may enroll students receiving online instruction under paragraph (E).

G. "Online teacher" means an employee of the enrolling district under paragraph (C) or the
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supplemental online course provider under paragraph (J) who holds the appropriate
licensure under Minnesota Rules, chapter 8710, and is trained to provide online
instruction under paragraph (E).

H. "Student" means a Minnesota resident enrolled in a school defined under Minnesota
Statutes, section 120A.22, subdivision 4, in kindergarten through grade 12 up to the
age of 21.

I. "Supplemental online course" means an online learning course taken in place of a course

provided by the student's enrolling district under paragraph (C).

J. "Supplemental online course provider" means a school district, an intermediate school
district, an organization of two or more school districts operating under a joint powers
agreement, or a charter school located in Minnesota that is authorized by the Minnesota
Department of Education (MDE) to provide supplemental online courses under
paragraph (I).

IvV. DIGITAL INSTRUCTION

A. An enrolling district may provide digital instruction, including blended instruction and
online instruction, to the district's own enrolled students. Enrolling districts may
establish agreements to provide digital instruction, including blended instruction and
online instruction, to students enrolled in the cooperating schools.

B. When online instruction is provided, an online teacher shall perform all duties of teacher
of record under Minnesota Rules, part 8710.0310. Unless the Commissioner of MDE
grants a waiver, a teacher providing online instruction shall not instruct more than 40
students in any one online learning course or section.

C. Students receiving online instruction full time shall be reported as enrolled in an online
instructional site.

D. Curriculum used for digital instruction shall be aligned with Minnesota's current
academic standards and benchmarks.

E. Digital instruction shall be accessible to students under section 504 of the federal
Rehabilitation Act and Title II of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act.

F. An enrolling district providing digital instruction and a supplemental online course
provider shall assist an enrolled student whose family qualifies for the education tax
credit under Minnesota Statutes, section 290.0674 to acquire computer hardware and
educational software so they may participate in digital instruction. Funds provided to a
family to support digital instruction or supplemental online courses may only be used
for qualifying expenses as determined by the provider. Nonconsumable materials
purchased with public education funds remain the property of the provider. Records for
any funds provided must be available for review by the public or MDE.

G. An enrolling district providing digital instruction shall establish and document procedures
for determining attendance for membership and keep accurate records of daily
attendance under Minnesota Statutes, section 120A.21.

V. SUPPLEMENTAL ONLINE COURSES
A. Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, sections 124D.03 and 124D.08 and Minnesota

624-2



Statutes, chapter 124E, procedures for applying to take supplemental online courses
other than those offered by the student's enrolling district are as provided in this
subdivision.

Any kindergarten through grade 12 student may apply to take a supplemental online
course. The student, or the student's parent or guardian for a student under age 17,
must submit an application for the proposed supplemental online course or courses. A
student may:

1. apply to take an online course from a supplemental online course provider that
meets or exceeds the academic standards of the course in the enrolling district
they are replacing;

2. apply to take supplemental online courses for up to 50 percent of the student's
scheduled course load; and

3. apply to take supplemental online courses no later than 15 school days after the
student's enrolling district's term has begun. An enrolling district may waive the
50 percent course enrollment limit or the 15-day time limit.

A student taking a supplemental online course must have the same access to the
computer hardware and education software available in a school as all other students in
the enrolling district.

A supplemental online course provider must have a current, approved application to be
listed by MDE as an approved provider. The supplemental online course provider must:

1. use an application form specified by MDE;

2. notify the student, the student's guardian if they are age 17 or younger, and
enrolling district of the accepted application to take a supplemental online course
within ten days of receiving a completed application;

3. notify the enrolling district of the course title, credits to be awarded, and the
start date of the online course. A supplemental online course provider must
make the online course syllabus available to the enrolling district;

4. request applicable academic support information for the student, including a
copy of the IEP, EL support plan, or 504 plan; and

5. track student attendance and monitor academic progress and communicate with
the student, the student's guardian if they are age 17 or younger, and the
enrolling district's designated online learning liaison.

A supplemental online course provider may limit enrollment if the provider's school
board or board of directors adopts by resolution specific standards for accepting and
rejecting students' applications. The provisions may not discriminate against any
protected class or students with disabilities.

A supplemental online course provider may request that MDE review an enrolling
district's written decision to not accept a student's supplemental online course
application. The student may participate in the supplemental online course while the
application is under review. Decisions shall be final and binding for both the enrolling
district and the supplemental online course provider.
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VI.

A supplemental online course provider must participate in continuous improvement
cycles with MDE.

ENROLLING DISTRICT

A.

An enrolling district may not restrict or prevent a student from applying to take
supplemental online courses.

An enrolling district may request an online course syllabus to review whether the
academic standards in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards in the
course it would replace at the enrolling district.

Within 15 days after receiving notice of a student applying to take a supplemental online
course, the enrolling district must notify the supplemental online course provider
whether the student, the student's guardian, and the enrolling district agree that
academic standards in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards in the
course it would replace at the enrolling district. If the enrolling district does not agree
that the academic standards in the online course meet or exceed the academic standards
in the course it would replace at the enrolling district, then:

1. the enrolling district must provide a written explanation of the district's decision
to the student, the student's guardian, and the supplemental online course
provider; and

2. the online provider must provide a response to the enrolling district explaining
how the course or program meets the graduation requirements of the enrolling
district.

An enrolling district may reduce the course schedule of a student taking supplemental
online courses in proportion to the number of supplemental online learning courses the
student takes.

An enrolling district must appoint an online learning liaison who:

1. provides information to students and families about supplemental online
courses;
2. provides academic support information including IEPs, EL support plans, and

504 plans to supplemental online providers; and

3. monitors attendance and academic progress, and communicates with
supplemental online learning providers, students, families, and enrolling
district staff.

An enrolling district must continue to provide support services to students taking
supplemental online courses as they would for any other enrolled student including
support for English learners, case management of an individualized education program,
and meal and nutrition services for eligible students.

An online learning student must receive academic credit for completing the requirements
of a supplemental online learning course. If a student completes an online learning
course that meets or exceeds a graduation standard or the grade progression
requirement at the enrolling district, that standard or requirement is met.
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H. Secondary credits granted to a supplemental online learning student count toward the
graduation and credit requirements of the enrolling district. The enrolling district must
apply the same graduation requirements to all students, including students taking
supplemental online courses.

1. An enrolling district must provide access to extracurricular activities for students taking
supplemental online courses on the same basis as any other enrolled student.

VII. REPORTING

Courses that include blended instruction and online instruction must be reported in the manner
determined by the Commissioner of MDE.

LEGAL REFERENCES: Minn. Stat. § 120A.21 (Enrollment of a Student in Foster Care)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.22 (Compulsory Instruction)
Minn. Stat. § 120A.24 (Reporting)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.03 (Enrollment Options Act)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.08 (School Board’s Approval to Enroll in
Nonresident District; Exceptions)
Minn. Stat. § 124D.094 (Online Instruction Act)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 124E (Charter Schools)
Minn. Rules Ch. 8710 (Teacher and Other School Professional
Licensing)

CROSS REFERENCES: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 613 (Graduation Requirements)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 620 (Credit for Learning)
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708 TRANSPORTATION OF NONPUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

L. PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to address transportation rights of nonpublic school students
and to provide equality of treatment in transporting such students pursuant to law.

IL. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY
It is the policy of the school district to recognize the rights of nonpublic school students
and to provide equal transportation to those students as required by law.

III. ELIGIBILITY
A. The school district shall provide equal transportation within the school district for

all students to any school when transportation is deemed necessary by the school
district because of distance or traffic conditions in like manner and form as
provided in Minn. Stat. §§ 123B.88 and 123B.92 when applicable. (Minn. Stat. §
123B.86, Subd. 1)

Upon the request of a parent or guardian, the school district shall provide school
bus transportation to the school district boundary for students residing in the
school district at least the same distance from a nonpublic school actually
attended in another school district as public school students are transported in the
transporting school district. Such transportation shall be provided whether there
is or is not another nonpublic school within the transporting school district, if the
transportation is to schools maintaining grades or departments not maintained in
the school district or if the attendance of such students at school can more safely,
economically, or conveniently be provided for by such means. (Minn. Stat. §
123B.88, Subd. 1; Minn. Stat. § 123B.86, Subd. 2(a))

The school district may provide school bus transportation to a nonpublic school in
another school district for students residing in the school district and attending
that school, whether there is or is not another nonpublic school within the
transporting school district, if the transportation is to schools maintaining grades
or departments not maintained in the school district or if the attendance of such
students at school can more safely, economically, or conveniently be provided for
by such means. If the school district transports students to a nonpublic school
located in another school district, the nonpublic school shall pay the cost of such
transportation provided outside the school district boundaries. (Minn. Stat. §
123B.86, Subd. 2(b))

The school district shall provide the necessary transportation within school district
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boundaries between the nonpublic school and a public school or neutral site for
nonpublic school students who are provided pupil support services, if the school
district elects to provide pupil support services at a site other than a nonpublic
school. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.44, Subd. 1)

When transportation is provided, the scheduling of routes, manner and method of
transportation, control and discipline of students and any other matter relating
thereto shall be within the sole discretion, control and management of the school
district. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.86, Subd. 3)

Additional transportation to and from a nonpublic school may be provided at the
expense of the school district where such services are provided in the discretion of
the school district.

IV.  SPECIAL EDUCATION/DISABLED STUDENTS

A.

If a resident student with a disability attends a nonpublic school located within the
school district, the school district shall provide necessary transportation for the
student within the school district between the nonpublic school and the
educational facility where special instruction and services are provided on a
shared-time basis. If a resident student with a disability attends a nonpublic
school located in another school district and if no agreement exists for the
provision of special instruction and services on a shared time basis to that student
by the school district of attendance and where the special instruction and services
are provided within the school district, the school district shall provide necessary
transportation for that student between the school district boundary and the
educational facility. The school district may provide necessary transportation for
that student between its boundary and the nonpublic school attended, but the
nonpublic school shall pay the cost of transportation provided outside the school
district. School districts may make agreements for who provides transportation.
Parties serving students on a shared time basis have access to the due process
hearing system described under United States Code, Title 20, and the complaint
system under Code of Federal Regulations, Title 34, Section 300.660. to 300.662.
(Minn. Stat. § 125A.18)

Disabled students whose handicapped conditions are such that the student cannot
be safely transported on the regular school bus and/or school bus route and/or
when the student is transported on a special route for the purpose of attending an
approved special education program shall be entitled to special transportation at
the expense of the school district. The school district shall determine the type of
vehicle used to transport disabled students on the basis of the handicapping
condition and applicable laws. This section shall not be applicable to parents who
transport their own child under a contract with the school district. (Minn. Rules
Part 7470.1600, Subd. 1)

Any parent of a disabled student who believes that the transportation services
provided for that child are not in compliance with the applicable law may utilize
the alternative dispute resolution and due process procedures provided for in
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Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A. (Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600, Subd. 2)
V. APPLICATION OF GENERAL POLICY

The provisions of the school district’s policy on transportation of public school students
[Model Policy 707] shall apply to the transportation of nonpublic school students except
as specifically provided herein.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.84 (Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.86 (Equal Treatment)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts, Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A (Children With a Disability)
Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600 (Transporting Pupils with Disability)
Americans United, Inc. as Protestants and Other Am. United for
Separation of Church and State, et al. v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 622,
et al., 288 Minn. 1996, 179 N.W.2d 146 (Minn. 1970)
Eldridge v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625, 422 N.W.2d 319 (Minn. App.
1988)
Healy v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625,962 F.2d 1304 (8th Cir. 1992)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 707 (Transportation of Public School
Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
MSBA Service Manual, Chapter 2, Transportation
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TRANSPORTATION OF NONPUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

[Note: The obligations stated in this policy are largely governed by statute. A school
district may choose to add obligations to the model policy.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to address transportation rights of nonpublic school students and
to provide equality of treatment in transporting such students pursuant to law.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

The policy of the school district is to recognize the rights of nonpublic school students and to
provide equal transportation to those students as required by law.

ELIGIBILITY

A.

The school district shall provide equal transportation within the district for all students
to any school when transportation is deemed necessary by the school district because
of distance or traffic conditions in like manner and form as provided in Minnesota
Statutes, sections 123B.88 and 123B.92 when applicable.

Upon the request of a parent or guardian, the school district must provide school bus
transportation to the school district boundary for students residing in the school district
at least the same distance from a nonpublic school actually attended in another school
district as public school students are transported in the transporting school district. Such
transportation must be provided whether or not there is another nonpublic school within
the transporting school district, if the transportation is to schools maintaining grades or
departments not maintained in the school district or if the attendance of such students
at school can more safely, economically, or conveniently be provided for by such means.

The school district may provide school bus transportation to a nonpublic school in
another school district for students residing in the school district and attending that
school, whether there is or is not another nonpublic school within the transporting school
district, if the transportation is to schools maintaining grades or departments not
maintained in the school district or if the attendance of such students at school can more
safely, economically, or conveniently be provided for by such means. If the school
district transports students to a nonpublic school located in another school district, the
nonpublic school shall pay the cost of such transportation provided outside the school
district boundaries.

The school district must provide the necessary transportation within school district
boundaries between the nonpublic school and a public school or neutral site for nonpublic
school students who are provided pupil support services if the school district elects to
provide pupil support services at a site other than a nonpublic school.

When transportation is provided, the scheduling of routes, manner and method of
transportation, control and discipline of students, and any other matter relating thereto
shall be within the sole discretion, control, and management of the school district. A
nonpublic or charter school student transported by the school district shall comply with
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school district student bus conduct and student bus discipline policies.

The school board and a nonpublic school may mutually agree to a written plan for the
board to provide nonpublic pupil transportation to nonpublic school students. The school
district must report the number of nonpublic school students transported
and the nonpublic pupil transportation expenditures incurred in the
form and manner specified by the Minnesota Commissioner of Education.

If the school board provides pupil transportation through the school's employees, the

school board may transport nonpublic school students according to the plan and retain
the nonpublic pupil transportation aid attributable to that plan. A nonpublic school may
make a payment to the school district to cover additional transportation services agreed
to in the written plan for nonpublic pupil transportation services not required under
Minnesota Statutes, sections 123B.84 to 123B.87.

A school board that contracts for pupil transportation services may enter into a

contractual arrangement with a school bus contractor according to the written plan
adopted by the school board and the nonpublic school to transport nonpublic school
students and retain the nonpublic pupil transportation aid attributable to that plan for
the purposes of paying the school bus contractor. A nonpublic school may make a
payment to the school district to cover additional transportation services agreed to in
the written plan for nonpublic pupil transportation services included in the contract that
are not required under Minnesota Statutes, sections 123B.84 to 123B.87.

Additional transportation to and from a nonpublic school may be provided at the expense
of the school district when such services are provided in the discretion of the school
district.

IvV. STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

A.

If a resident student with a disability attends a nonpublic school located within the school
district, the school district must provide necessary transportation for the student within
the school district between the nonpublic school and the educational facility where
special instruction and services are provided on a shared-time basis. If a resident
student with a disability attends a nonpublic school located in another school district and
if no agreement exists for the provision of special instruction and services on a shared
time basis to that student by the school district of attendance and where the special
instruction and services are provided within the school district, the school district shall
provide necessary transportation for that student between the school district boundary
and the educational facility. The school district may provide necessary transportation
for that student between its boundary and the nonpublic school attended, but the
nonpublic school shall pay the cost of transportation provided outside the school district
boundary. School districts may make agreements for who provides transportation.
Parties serving students on a shared time basis have access to a due process hearing
system as provided by law.

When the disabling conditions of a student with a disability are such that the student
cannot be safely transported on the regular school bus and/or school bus route and/or
when the student is transported on a special route for the purpose of attending an
approved special education program, the student shall be entitled to special
transportation at the expense of the school district or the day training and habilitation
program attended by the student. The school district shall determine the type of vehicle
used to transport students with a disability on the basis of the disabling conditions and
applicable laws. This section shall not be applicable to parents who transport their own
child under a contract with the school district.
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C. Each driver and aide assigned to a vehicle transporting students with a disability must
(1) be instructed in basic first aid and procedures for the students under their care: (2)
within one month after the effective date of assignment, participate in a program of in-
service training on the proper methods of dealing with the specific needs and problems
of students with disabilities; (3) assist students with disabilities on and off the bus when
necessary for their safe ingress and egress from the bus; and (4) ensure that proper
safety devices are in use and fastened properly.

D. Each driver and aide assigned to a vehicle transporting students with a disability shall
have available to them the following information in hard copy or immediately accessible
through a two-way communication system: (1) the student’s name and address; (2) the
nature of the student’s disabilities; (3) emergency health care information; and (4) the
names and telephone numbers of the student’s physician, parents, guardians, or
custodians, and some person other than the student’s parents or custodians who can be
contacted in case of an emergency.

E. Any parent of a student with a disability who believes that the transportation services
provided for that child are not in compliance with the applicable law may utilize the due
process procedures provided for in Minnesota Statutes chapter 125A.

V. APPLICATION OF GENERAL POLICY

The provisions of the school district’s policy on transportation of public school students [Mode/
Policy 707] shall apply to the transportation of nonpublic school students except as specifically
provided herein.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 123B.44 (Provision of Pupil Support Services)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.84 (Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.86 (Equal Treatment)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts, Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.91, Subd. 1a (School District Bus Safety
Requirements)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.92 (Transportation Aid Entitlement)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 125A (Special Education and Special Programs)
Minn. Stat. § 125A.18 (Special Instruction; Nonpublic Schools)
Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600 (Transporting Pupils with Disability)
Minn. Rules Part 7470.1700 (Drivers and Aides for Pupils with Disability)
Americans United, Inc. as Protestants and Other Am. United for
Separation of Church and State, et al. v. Independent Sch. Dist. No.
622, et al., 288 Minn. 1996, 179 N.W.2d 146 (Minn. 1970)
Eldredge v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625, 422 N.W.2d 319 (Minn. Ct.
App. 1988)
Healy v. Independent Sch. Dist. No. 625, 962 F.2d 1304 (8t Cir. 1992)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (June 3, 1983)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (Sept. 14, 1981)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (July 15, 1976)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (July 17, 1970)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (Oct. 3, 1969)
Minn. Op. Atty. Gen. 166a-7 (Sept. 12, 1969)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 707 (Transportation of Public School

Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709 (Student Transportation Safety Policy)
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2017

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY POLICY

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide safe transportation for students and to educate
students on safety issues and the responsibilities of school bus ridership.

PLAN FOR STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY TRAINING

A.

School Bus Safety Week

The school district may designate a school bus safety week. The National School
Bus Safety Week is the third week in October.

Student Training

1.

The school district shall provide students enrolled in grades kindergarten
(K) through 10 with age-appropriate school bus safety training of the
following concepts:

a. transportation by school bus is a privilege, not a right;

b. school district policies for student conduct and school bus safety;
C. appropriate conduct while on the bus;

d. the danger zones surrounding a school bus;

e. procedures for safely boarding and leaving a school bus;

f. procedures for safe vehicle lane crossing; and

g. school bus evacuation and other emergency procedures.

All students in grades K through 6 who are transported by school bus and
are enrolled during the first or second week of school must receive the
school bus safety training by the end of the third week of school. All
students in grades 7 through 10 who are transported by school bus and are
enrolled during the first or second week of school must receive the school
bus safety training or receive bus safety instruction materials by the end of
the sixth week of school, if they have not previously received school bus
training. Students in grades K through 10 who enroll in a school after the
second week of school, are transported by school bus, and have not
received training in their previous school districts shall undergo school bus
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10.

safety training or receive bus safety instructional materials within 4 weeks
of their first day of attendance.

The school district and a nonpublic school with students transported by
school bus at public expense must provide students enrolled in grades K
through 3 school bus safety training twice during the school year.

Students taking driver’s training instructional classes must receive training
in the laws and proper procedures for operating a motor vehicle in the
vicinity of a school bus as required by Minn. Stat. § 169.446, Subd. 2.

The school district and a nonpublic school with students transported by
school bus at public expense must conduct a school bus evacuation drill at
least once during the school year.

The school district will make reasonable accommodations in training for
students known to speak English as a second language and students with
disabilities.

The school district may provide kindergarten students with school bus
safety training before the first day of school.

The school district may provide student safety education for bicycling and
pedestrian safety for students in grades K through 5.

The school district shall adopt and make available for public review a
curriculum for transportation safety education.

Nonpublic school students transported by the school district will receive
school bus safety training by their nonpublic school. The nonpublic
schools may use the school district’s school transportation safety
education curriculum. Upon request by the school district superintendent,
the nonpublic school must certify to the school district’s school
transportation safety director that all students enrolled in grades K through
10 have received the appropriate training.

III. CONDUCT ON SCHOOL BUSES AND CONSEQUENCES FOR MISBEHAVIOR

A.

Riding the school bus is a privilege, not a right. The school district’s general
student behavior rules are in effect for students on school buses, including
nonpublic and charter school students.

Consequences for school bus/bus stop misconduct will be imposed by the school
district under adopted administrative discipline procedures. In addition, all school
bus/bus stop misconduct will be reported to the school district’s transportation
safety director. Serious misconduct may be reported to local law enforcement.

1.

School Bus and Bus Stop Rules. The school district school bus safety
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rules are to be posted on every bus. If these rules are broken, the school
district’s discipline procedures are to be followed. In most circumstances,
consequences are progressive and may include suspension of bus
privileges. It is the school bus driver’s responsibility to report
unacceptable behavior to the school district’s Transportation
Office/School Office.

Rules at the Bus Stop

a. Get to your bus stop five minutes before your scheduled pick up
time. The school bus driver will not wait for late students.

b. Respect the property of others while waiting at your bus stop.

c. Keep your arms, legs and belongings to yourself.

d. Use appropriate language.

e. Stay away from the street, road or highway when waiting for the
bus.

f. Wait until the bus stops before approaching the bus.

g. After getting off the bus, move away from the bus.

h. If you must cross the street, always cross in front of the bus where

the driver can see you. Wait for the driver to signal to you before
crossing the street.

1. No fighting, harassment, intimidation or horseplay.
] No use of alcohol, tobacco or drugs.

Rules on the Bus

a. Immediately follow the directions of the driver.
b. Sit in your seat facing forward.
c. Talk quietly and use appropriate language.

d. Keep all parts of your body inside the bus.

e. Keep your arms, legs and belongings to yourself.
f. No fighting, harassment, intimidation or horseplay.
g. Do not throw any object.
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Consequences

a.

No eating, drinking, or use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.

Do not bring any weapons or dangerous objects on the school bus.

Do not damage the school bus.

Consequences for school bus/bus stop misconduct will apply to all
regular and late routes. Decisions regarding a student’s ability to
ride the bus in connection with cocurricular and extracurricular
events (for example, field trips or competitions) will be in the sole
discretion of the school district. Parents or guardians will be
notified of any suspension of bus privileges.

(1)

)

Elementary (K-6)

Ist offense — warning

2nd offense — 3 school-day suspension from riding the
bus

3rd offense — 5 school-day suspension from riding the
bus

4th offense — 10 school-day suspension from riding the

bus/meeting with parent
Further offenses — individually considered. Students may
be suspended for longer periods of time, including the
remainder of the school year.

Secondary (7-12)

Ist offense — warning

2nd offense — 5 school-day suspension from riding the
bus

3rd offense — 10 school-day suspension from riding the
bus

4th offense — 20 school-day suspension from riding the
bus/meeting with parent

Sth offense — suspended from riding the bus for the
remainder of the school year

Note: When any student goes 60 transportation days without a report, the
student’s consequences may start over at the first offense.

)

Other Discipline

Based on the severity of a student’s conduct, more serious
consequences may be imposed at any time. Depending on
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IVv.

(4)

)

(6)

(7)

the nature of the offense, consequences such as suspension
or expulsion from school also may result from school
bus/bus stop misconduct.

Records

Records of school bus/bus stop misconduct will be
forwarded to the individual school building and will be
retained in the same manner as other student discipline
records. Reports of student misbehavior on a school bus or
in a bus-loading or unloading area that are reasonably
believed to causes an immediate and substantial danger to
the student or surrounding persons or property shall be
provided by the school district to local law enforcement
and the Department of Public Safety in accordance with
state and federal law.

Vandalism/Bus Damage

Students damaging school buses will be responsible for the
damages. Failure to pay such damages (or make
arrangements to pay) within two weeks may result in the
loss of bus privileges until damages are paid.

Notice

School bus and bus stop rules and consequences for
violations of these rules will be reviewed with students
annually and copies of these rules will be made available to
students. School bus rules are to be posted on each school
bus.

Criminal Conduct

In cases involving criminal conduct (for example, assault,
weapons, drug possession or vandalism), the appropriate
school district personnel and local law enforcement
officials will be informed.

PARENT AND GUARDIAN INVOLVEMENT

A.

Parent and Guardian Notification

The school district school bus and bus stop rules will be provided to each family.
Parents and guardians are asked to review the rules with their children.

Parents/Guardians Responsibilities for Transportation Safety
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Parents/Guardians are responsible to:

1. Become familiar with school district rules, policies, regulations, and the
principles of school bus safety, and thoroughly review them with their
children;

2. Support safe riding and walking practices, and recognize that students are

responsible for their actions;

3. Communicate safety concerns to their school administrators;

4. Monitor bus stops, if possible;

5. Have their children to the bus stop five minutes before the bus arrives;
6. Have their children properly dressed for the weather; and

7. Have a plan in case the bus is late.

V. SCHOOL BUS DRIVER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A.

School bus drivers shall have a valid Class A, B, or C Minnesota driver’s license
with a school bus endorsement. A person possessing a valid driver’s license,
without a school bus endorsement, may drive a type III vehicle set forth in
Sections VII.B. and VII.C., below. Drivers with a valid Class D driver’s license,
without a school bus endorsement, may operate a “type A-I"’ school bus as set
forth in Section VII. D., below.

The school district shall conduct mandatory drug and alcohol testing of all school
district bus drivers and bus driver applicants in accordance with state and federal
law and school district policy.

A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus
or type III vehicle, who has a commercial driver’s license and who is convicted of
a criminal offense, a serious traffic violation, or of violating any other state or
local law relating to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking violation,
in any type of motor vehicle in a state or jurisdiction other than Minnesota, shall
notify the Minnesota Division of Driver and Vehicle Services (Division) of the
conviction within 30 days of the conviction. For purposes of this paragraph, a
“serious traffic violation” means a conviction of any of the following offenses:

1. excessive speeding, involving any single offense for any speed of 15 miles
per hour or more above the posted speed limit;

2. reckless driving;

3. improper or erratic traffic lane changes;
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4. following the vehicle ahead too closely;

5. a violation of state or local law, relating to motor vehicle traffic control,
arising in connection with a fatal accident;

6. driving a commercial vehicle without obtaining a commercial driver’s
license or without having a commercial driver’s license in the driver’s
possession.

D. A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus

or type III vehicle, who has a commercial driver’s license and who is convicted of
violating, in any type of motor vehicle, a Minnesota state or local law relating to
motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking violation, shall notify the
person’s employer of the conviction within 30 days of conviction. The
notification shall be in writing and shall contain all the information set forth in
Attachment A accompanying this policy.

E. A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus
who has a Minnesota commercial driver’s license suspended, revoked, or
cancelled by the state of Minnesota or any other state or jurisdiction and who
loses the right to operate a commercial vehicle for any period or who is
disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle for any period shall
notify the person’s employer of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, lost
privilege, or disqualification. Such notification shall be made before the end of
the business day following the day the employee received notice of the
suspension, revocation, cancellation, lost privilege, or disqualification. The
notification shall be in writing and shall contain all the information set forth in
Attachment B accompanying this policy.

F. A person who operates a type III vehicle and who sustains a conviction as
described in Section VII.C.1.g. (i.e., driving while impaired offenses), VII.C.1.h.
(i.e., felony, controlled substance, criminal sexual conduct offenses, or offenses
for surreptitious observation, indecent exposure, use of minor in a sexual
performance, or possession of child pornography or display of pornography to a
minor), or VII.C.1.i. (multiple moving violations) while employed by the entity
that owns, leases, or contracts for the school bus, shall report the conviction to the
person’s employer within 10 days of the date of the conviction. The notification
shall be in writing and shall contain all the information set forth in Attachment C
accompanying this policy.

VI. SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING

A. Training

1. All new school bus drivers shall be provided with pre-service training,
including in-vehicle (actual driving) instruction, before transporting
students and shall meet the competency testing specified in the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety Model School Bus Driver Training Manual.
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All school bus drivers shall receive in-service training annually. For
purposes of this section, “annually” means at least once every 380 days
from the initial or previous evaluation and at least once every 380 days
from the initial or previous license verification. The school district shall
retain on file an annual individual school bus driver “evaluation
certification” form for each school district driver as contained in the
Model School Bus Driver Training Manual.

2. All bus drivers operating a type III vehicle will be provided with annual
training and certification as set forth in Section VIL.C.1.b., below, by
either the school district or the entity from whom such services are
contracted by the school district.

B. Evaluation

School bus drivers with a Class D license will be evaluated annually and all other
bus drivers will be assessed periodically for the following competencies:

1.

2.

5.

6.

Safely operate the type of school bus the driver will be driving;

Understand student behavior, including issues relating to students with
disabilities;

Ensure orderly conduct of students on the bus and handling incidents of
misconduct appropriately;

Know and understand relevant laws, rules of the road and local school bus
safety policies;

Handle emergency situations; and

Safely load and unload students.

The evaluation must include completion of an individual “school bus driver
evaluation form” (road test evaluation) as contained in the Model School Bus
Driver Training Manual.

VII. OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURES

A. General Operating Rules

1.

School buses shall be operated in accordance with state traffic and school
bus safety laws and the procedures contained in the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety Model School Bus Driver Training Manual.

Only students assigned to the school bus by the school district shall be
transported. The number of students or other authorized passengers
transported in a school bus shall not be more than the legal capacity for the
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bus. No person shall be allowed to stand when the bus is in motion.

The parent/guardian may designate, pursuant to school district policy, a
day care facility, respite care facility, the residence of a relative or the
residence of a person chosen by the parent or guardian as the address of
the student for transportation purposes. The address must be in the
attendance area of the assigned school and meet all other eligibility
requirements.

Bus drivers must minimize, to the extent practical, the idling of school bus
engines and exposure of children to diesel exhaust fumes.

To the extent practical, the school district will designate school bus
loading/unloading zones at a sufficient distance from school air-intake
systems to avoid diesel fumes from being drawn into the systems.

A bus driver may not operate a school bus while communicating over, or
otherwise operating, a cellular phone for personal reasons, whether hand-
held or hands free, when the vehicle is in motion. For purposes of this
paragraph, “school bus” has the meaning given in Minn. Stat. § 169.011,
Subd. 71. In addition, “school bus” also includes type III vehicles when
driven by employees or agents of the school district. “Cellular phone”
means a cellular, analog, wireless, or digital telephone capable of sending
or receiving telephone or text messages without an access line for service.

Type 11 Vehicles

1.

Type III vehicles are restricted to passenger cars, station wagons, vans,
and buses having a maximum manufacturer’s rated seating capacity of 10
or fewer people including the driver and a gross vehicle weight rating of
10,000 pounds or less. A van or bus converted to a seating capacity of 10
or fewer and placed in service on or after August 1, 1999, must have been
originally manufactured to comply with the passenger safety standards.

Type III vehicles must be painted a color other than national school bus
yellow.

Type III vehicles shall be state inspected in accordance with legal
requirements.

A Type III vehicle cannot be older than 12 years old unless excepted by
state and federal law.

If a Type III vehicle is school district owned, the school district name will
be clearly marked on the side of the vehicle. The Type III vehicle must
not have the words “school bus” in any location on the exterior of the
vehicle or in any interior location visible to a motorist.
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10.

1.

12.

A “type III vehicle” must not be outwardly equipped and identified as a
Type A, B, C, or D bus.

Eight-lamp warning systems and stop arms must not be installed or used
on Type III vehicles.

Type III vehicles must be equipped with mirrors as required by law.

Any Type III vehicle may not stop traffic and may not load or unload
before making a complete stop and disengaging gears by shifting into
neutral or park. Any Type III vehicle used to transport students must not
load or unload so that a student has to cross the road, except where not
possible or impractical, then the driver or assistant must escort a student
across the road. If the driver escorts the student across the road, then the
motor must be stopped, the ignition key removed, the brakes set, and the
vehicle otherwise rendered immobile.

Any Type III vehicle used to transport students must carry emergency
equipment including:

a. Fire extinguisher. A minimum of one 10BC rated dry chemical
type fire extinguisher is required. The extinguisher must be
mounted in a bracket, and must be located in the driver ‘s
compartment and be readily accessible to the driver and
passengers. A pressure indicator is required and must be easily

read without removing the extinguisher from its mounted position.

b. First aid kit and body fluids cleanup kit. A minimum of a 10-unit
first aid kit and a body fluids cleanup kit is required. They must be
contained in removable, moisture- and dust-proof containers
mounted in an accessible place within the driver’s compartment
and must be marked to indicate their identity and location.

C. Passenger cars and station wagons may carry a fire extinguisher, a
first aid kit, and warning triangles in the trunk or trunk area of the
vehicle if a label in the driver and front passenger area clearly
indicates the location of these items.

Students will not be regularly transported in private vehicles that are not
state inspected as Type IIl vehicles. Only emergency, unscheduled
transportation may be conducted in vehicles with a seating capacity of 10
or fewer without meeting the requirements for a Type III vehicle. Also,
parents may use a private vehicle to transport their own children under a
contract with the district. The school district has no system of inspection
for private vehicles.

All drivers of Type IIlI vehicles will be licensed drivers and will be
familiar with the use of required emergency equipment. The school
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district will not knowingly allow a person to operate a Type III vehicle if
the person has been convicted of an offense that disqualifies the person
from operating a school bus.

13. Type III vehicles will be equipped with child passenger restraints, and
child passenger restraints will be utilized to the extent required by law.

Type III Vehicle Driven by Employees with a Driver’s License Without a School

Bus Endorsement

1. The holder of a Class A, B, C, or D driver’s license, without a school bus
endorsement, may operate a type Il vehicle, described above, under the
following conditions:

a. The operator is an employee of the entity that owns, leases, or
contracts for the school bus which may include the school district.

b. The operator’s employer, which may include the school district,
has adopted and implemented a policy that provides for annual
training and certification of the operator in:

(1
)

€)

4

)
(6)
(7)
(8)

safe operation of a type III vehicle;

understanding student behavior, including issues relating to
students with disabilities;

encouraging orderly conduct of students on the bus and
handling incidents of misconduct appropriately;

knowing and understanding relevant laws, rules of the road,
and local school bus safety policies;

handling emergency situations;
proper use of seat belts and child safety restraints;
performance of pretrip vehicle inspections;

safe loading and unloading of students, including, but not
limited to:

(a) utilizing a safe location for loading and unloading
students at the curb, on the nontraffic side of the
roadway, or at off-street loading areas, driveways,
yards, and other areas to enable the student to avoid
hazardous conditions;

(b) refraining from loading and unloading students in a
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vehicular traffic lane, on the shoulder, in a
designated turn lane, or a lane adjacent to a
designated turn lane;

(c) avoiding a loading or unloading location that would
require a student to cross a road, or ensuring that the
driver or an aide personally escort the student across
the road if it is not reasonably feasible to avoid such
a location;

(d) placing the type III vehicle in “park” during loading
and unloading;

(e) escorting a student across the road under clause (c)
only after the motor is stopped, the ignition key is
removed, the brakes are set, and the vehicle is
otherwise rendered immobile; and

) compliance with paragraph V.F. concerning reporting
convictions to the employer within 10 days of the date of
conviction.

A background check or background investigation of the operator
has been conducted that meets the requirements under Minn. Stat.
§ 122A.18, Subd. 8, or Minn. Stat. § 123B.03 for school district
employees; Minn. Stat. § 144.057 or Minn. Stat. Ch. 245C for day
care employees; or Minn. Stat. § 171.321, Subd. 3, for all other
persons operating a type III vehicle under this section.

Operators shall submit to a physical examination as required by
Minn. Stat. § 171.321, Subd. 2.

The operator’s employer requires preemployment drug testing of
applicants for operator positions. Current operators must comply
with the employer’s policy under Minn. Stat. § 181.951, Subds. 2,
4, and 5. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the operator’s
employer may use a breathalyzer or similar device to fulfill
random alcohol testing requirements.

The operator’s driver’s license is verified annually by the entity
that owns, leases, or contracts for the type III vehicle as required
by Minn. Stat. § 171.321, Subd. 5.

A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under Minn. Stat.
§ 609.02, of violating Minn. Stat. § 169A.25, § 169A.26, §
169A.27 (driving while impaired offenses), or § 169A.31 (alcohol-
related school bus driver offenses), or whose driver’s license is
revoked under Minn. Stat. §§ 169A.50 to 169A.53 of the implied
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consent law, or who is convicted of violating or whose driver’s
license is revoked under a similar statute or ordinance of another
state, is precluded from operating a type III vehicle for 5 years
from the date of conviction.

A person who has ever been convicted of a disqualifying offense
as defined in Minn. Stat. § 171.3215, Subd.I(c), (i.e., felony,
controlled substance, criminal sexual conduct offenses, or offenses
for surreptitious observation, indecent exposure, use of minor in a
sexual performance, or possession of child pornography or display
of pornography to a minor) may not operate a type III vehicle.

A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under Minn. Stat. §
609.02, of a moving offense in violation of Minn. Stat. Ch. 169
within 3 years of the first of 3 other moving offenses is precluded
from operating a type III vehicle for 1 year from the date of the last
conviction.

Students riding the type III vehicle must have training required
under Minn. Stat. § 123B.90, Subd. 2 (See Section II.B., above).

Documentation of meeting the requirements listed in this section
must be maintained under separate file at the business location for
each type III vehicle operator. The school district or any other
entity that owns, leases, or contracts for the type III vehicle
operating under this section is responsible for maintaining these
files for inspection.

The type III vehicle must bear a current certificate of inspection issued
under Minn. Stat. § 169.451.

An employee of the school district who is not employed for the sole
purpose of operating a type III vehicle may, in the discretion of the school
district, be exempt from paragraphs VII.C.1.d. (physical examination) and
VIIL.C.1.e. (drug testing), above.

D. Type A-I “Activity” Buses Driven by Employees with a Driver’s License Without
a School Bus Endorsement

1.

The holder of a Class D driver’s license, without a school bus
endorsement, may operate a type A-I school bus or a Multifunction School
Activity Bus (MFSAB) under the following conditions:

a.

The operator is an employee of the school district or an
independent contractor with whom the school district contracts for
the school bus and is not solely hired to provide transportation
services under this paragraph.
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The operator drives the school bus only from points of origin to
points of destination, not including home-to-school trips to pick up
or drop off students.

The operator is prohibited from using the 8-light system if the
vehicle is so equipped.

The operator has submitted to a background check and physical
examination as required by Minn. Stat. § 171.321, Subd. 2.

The operator has a valid driver’s license and has not sustained a
conviction of a disqualifying offense as set forth in Minn. Stat. §
171.02, Subd. 2a(h) - 2a(j).

The operator has been trained in the proper use of child safety
restraints as set forth in the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s “Guideline for the Safe Transportation of Pre-
school Age Children in School Buses,” if child safety restraints are
used by passengers, in addition to the training required in Section
VI., above.

The bus has a gross vehicle weight rating of 14,500 pounds or less
and is designed to transport 15 or fewer passengers, including the
driver.

The school district shall maintain annual certification of the requirements
listed in this section for each Class D license operator.

A school bus operated under this section must bear a current certificate of
inspection.

The word “School” on the front and rear of the bus must be covered by a
sign that reads “Activities” when the bus is being operated under authority
of this section.

VIII. SCHOOL DISTRICT EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

A.

If possible, school bus drivers or their supervisors shall call “911” or the local
emergency phone number in the event of a serious emergency.

School bus drivers shall meet the emergency training requirements contained in
Unit III “Crash & Emergency Preparedness” of the Minnesota Department of
Public Safety Model School Bus Driver Training Manual. This includes
procedures in the event of a crash (accident).

School bus drivers and bus assistants for special education students requiring
special transportation service because of their handicapping condition shall be
trained in basic first aid procedures, shall within one month after the effective date
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IX.

of assignment participate in a program of in-service training on the proper
methods for dealing with the specific needs and problems of students with
disabilities, assist students with disabilities on and off the bus when necessary for
their safe ingress and egress from the bus; and ensure that protective safety
devices are in use and fastened properly.

D. Emergency Health Information shall be maintained on the school bus for students
requiring special transportation service because of their handicapping condition.
The information shall state:

1. the student’s name and address;

2. the nature of the student’s disabilities;

3. emergency health care information; and

4. the names and telephone numbers of the student’s physician, parents,

guardians, or custodians, and some person other than the student’s parents
or custodians who can be contacted in case of an emergency.

SCHOOL DISTRICT VEHICLE MAINTENANCE STANDARDS

A. All school vehicles shall be maintained in safe operating conditions through a
systematic preventive maintenance and inspection program adopted or approved
by the school district.

B. All school vehicles shall be state inspected in accordance with legal requirements.

C. A copy of the current daily pre-trip inspection report must be carried in the bus.
Daily pre-trip inspections shall be maintained on file in accordance with the
school district’s record retention schedule. Prompt reports of defects to be
immediately corrected will be submitted.

D. Daily post-trip inspections shall be performed to check for any children or lost
items remaining on the bus and for vandalism.

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY DIRECTOR

The school board has designated an individual to serve as the school district’s school
transportation safety director. The school transportation safety director shall have day-to-
day responsibility for student transportation safety, including transportation of nonpublic
school children when provided by the school district. The school transportation safety
director will assure that this policy is periodically reviewed to ensure that it conforms to
law. The school transportation safety director shall certify annually to the school board
that each school bus driver meets the school bus driver training competencies required by
Minn. Stat. § 171.321, Subd. 4. The transportation safety director also shall annually
verify or ensure that the private contractor utilized by the school has verified the validity
of the driver’s license of each employee who regularly transports students for the school
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XI.

district in a type A, B, C, or D school bus, type III vehicle, or MFSAB with the National
Driver Register or the Department of Public Safety. Upon request of the school district
superintendent or the superintendent of the school district where nonpublic students are
transported, the school transportation safety director also shall certify to the
superintendent that students have received school bus safety training in accordance with
state law. The name, address and telephone number of the school transportation safety
director are on file in the school district office. Any questions regarding student
transportation or this policy may be addressed to the school transportation safety director.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMITTEE

The school board may establish a student transportation safety committee. The chair of
the student transportation safety committee is the school district’s school transportation
safety director. The school board shall appoint the other members of the student
transportation safety committee. Membership may include parents, school bus drivers,
representatives of school bus companies, local law enforcement officials, other school
district staff, and representatives from other units of local government.

Legal References:  Minn. Stat. § 122A.18, Subd. 8 (Board to Issue Licenses)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.03 (Background Check)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 (Textbooks; Individual Instructor or Cooperative
Learning Material; Standard Tests)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts; Transportation)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.885 (Diesel School Buses; Operation of Engine;
Parking)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.90 (School Bus Safety Training)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.91 (School District Bus Safety Responsibilities)

Minn. Stat. § 144.057 (Background Studies on Licensees and Other Personnel)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 169 (Traffic Regulations)

Minn. Stat. § 169.011, Subds. 15, 16, and 71 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 169.02 (Scope)

Minn. Stat. § 169.443 (Safety of School Children; Bus Driver’s Duties)
Minn. Stat. § 169.446, Subd. 2 (Driver Training Programs)

Minn. Stat. § 169.451 (Inspecting School and Head Start Buses; Rules;

Misdemeanor)

Minn. Stat. § 169.454 (Type I1I Vehicle Standards)

Minn. Stat. § 169.4582 (Reportable Offense on School Buses)
Minn. Stat. §§ 169A.25-169A.27 (Driving While Impaired)

Minn. Stat. § 169A.31 (Alcohol-Related School Bus or Head Start Bus Driving)

Minn. Stat. §§ 169A.50-169A.53 (Implied Consent Law)
Minn. Stat. § 171.02, Subd 2, 2a and 2b (Licenses; Types, Endorsements,
Restrictions)

Minn. Stat. § 171.168 (Notification of Conviction for Violation by a Commercial

Driver)

Minn. Stat. § 171.169 (Notification of Suspension of License of
Commercial Driver)

Minn. Stat. § 171.321 (Qualifications of School Bus Driver)
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Minn. Stat. § 171.3215, Subd. 1(c) (Canceling Bus Endorsement for Certain
Offenses)

Minn. Stat. §181.951 (Authorized Drug and Alcohol Testing)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 245C (Human Services Background Studies)

Minn. Stat. § 609.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Rules Parts 7470.1000-7470.1700 (School Bus Inspection)

49 C.F.R. § 383.31 (Notification of Convictions for Driver Violations)

49 C.F.R. § 383.33 (Notification of Driver’s License Suspensions)

49 C.F.R. § 383.5 (Transportation Definitions)

Cross References:  Policy 416 (Drug and Alcohol Testing)
Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
Policy 707 (Transportation of Public Students)
Policy 708 (Transportation of Nonpublic Students)
Policy 710 (Extracurricular Transportation)
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Adopted: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 709

Orig. 1995
Revised: Rev. 2023

709 STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY POLICY

[Note: School districts are required by statute to have a policy addressing these
issues.]

I PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide safe transportation for students and to educate
students on safety issues and the responsibilities of school bus ridership.

II. PLAN FOR STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY TRAINING

A. School Bus Safety Week

The school district may designate a school bus safety week. The National School Bus
Safety Week is the third week in October.

B. Student School Bus Safety Training

1. The school district shall provide students enrolled in grades kindergarten (K)
through 10 with age-appropriate school bus safety training of the following
concepts:
a. transportation by school bus is a privilege, not a right;
b. school district policies for student conduct and school bus safety;
C. appropriate conduct while on the bus;
d. the danger zones surrounding a school bus;
e. procedures for safely boarding and leaving a school bus;
f. procedures for safe vehicle lane crossing; and
g. school bus evacuation and other emergency procedures.

2. All students in grades K through 6 who are transported by school bus and are

enrolled during the first or second week of school must receive the school bus
safety training by the end of the third week of school. All students in grades
7 through 10 who are transported by school bus and are enrolled during the first
or second week of school must receive the school bus safety training or receive
bus safety instruction materials by the end of the sixth week of school, if they
have not previously received school bus training. Students in grades K through
10 who enroll in a school after the second week of school, are transported by
school bus, and have not received training in their previous school districts shall
undergo school bus safety training or receive bus safety instructional materials
within 4 weeks of their first day of attendance.

3. The school district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school

bus at public expense must provide students enrolled in grades K through 3
school bus safety training twice during the school year.
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4, Students taking driver’s training instructional classes must receive training in
the laws and proper procedures for operating a motor vehicle in the vicinity
of a school bus as required by Minnesota Statutes, section 169.446, subdivision
2.

5. The school district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school
bus at public expense must conduct a school bus evacuation drill at least once
during the school year.

6. The school district will make reasonable accommodations in training for
students known to speak English as a second language and students with
disabilities.

7. The school district may provide kindergarten students with school bus safety

training before the first day of school.

8 The school district shall adopt and make available for public review a
curriculum for transportation safety education.

9. Nonpublic school students transported by the school district will receive school
bus safety training by their nonpublic school. The nonpublic schools may use the
school district’s school transportation safety education curriculum. Upon request
by the school district superintendent, the nonpublic school must certify to the
school district’s school transportation safety director that all students enrolled in
grades K through 10 have received the appropriate training.

Active Transportation Safety Training

1. Training required

a. The school district must provide public school pupils enrolled in
kindergarten through grade 3 with age-appropriate active transportation
safety training. At a minimum, the training must include pedestrian safety,
including crossing roads.

b. The school district must provide pupils enrolled in grades 4 through 8 with
age-appropriate active transportation safety training. At a minimum, the
training must include:

1) pedestrian safety, including crossing roads safely using the
searching left, right, left for vehicles in traffic technique; and

(2) bicycle safety, including relevant traffic laws, use and proper fit of
protective headgear, bicycle parts and safety features, and safe
biking technigues.

2. Deadlines.

a. Students under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), who are enrolled during the
first or second week of school and have not previously received active
transportation safety training specified in that paragraph must receive the
safety training by the end of the third week of school.
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I1I.

b. Students under subdivision 1, paragraph (b), who are enrolled during the
first or second week of school and have not previously received active
transportation safety training specified in that paragraph must receive the
safety training by the end of the sixth week of school.

C. Students under subdivision 1, paragraph (a) or (b), who enroll in a school
after the second week of school and have not received the appropriate
active transportation safety training in their previous school district must
undergo the training or receive active transportation safety instructional
materials within four weeks of the first day of attendance.

d. The school district and a nonpublic school may provide kindergarten pupils
with active transportation safety training before the first day of school.

3. Instruction

a. The school district may provide active transportation safety training
through distance learning.

b. The district and a nonpublic school must make reasonable
accommodations for the active transportation safety training of pupils
known to speak English as a second language and pupils with disabilities.

CONDUCT ON SCHOOL BUSES AND CONSEQUENCES FOR MISBEHAVIOR

A.

Riding the school bus is a privilege, not a right. The school district’s general student
behavior rules are in effect for all students on school buses, including nonpublic and
charter school students.

Consequences for school bus/bus stop misconduct will be imposed by the school district
under adopted administrative discipline procedures. In addition, all school bus/bus stop
misconduct will be reported to the school district’s transportation safety director. Serious
misconduct may be reported to local law enforcement.

1. School Bus and Bus Stop Rules. The school district school bus safety rules
are to be posted on every bus. If these rules are broken, the school district’s
discipline procedures are to be followed. In most circumstances, consequences
are progressive and may include suspension of bus privileges. It is the school
bus driver’s responsibility to report unacceptable behavior to the school
district’s Transportation Office/School Office.

2. Rules at the Bus Stop

a. Get to your bus stop 5 minutes before your scheduled pick up time. The
school bus driver will not wait for late students.

b. Respect the property of others while waiting at your bus stop.

C. Keep your arms, legs, and belongings to yourself.

d. Use appropriate language.

e. Etay away from the street, road, or highway when waiting for the
us.
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Wait until the bus stops before approaching the bus.

After getting off the bus, move away from the bus.

If you must cross the street, always cross in front of the bus where the
driver can see you. Wait for the driver to signal to you before crossing
the street.

No fighting, harassment, intimidation, or horseplay.

No use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.

Rules on the Bus

a.

b.

j.

Immediately follow the directions of the driver.

Sit in your seat facing forward.

Talk quietly and use appropriate language.

Keep all parts of your body inside the bus.

Keep your arms, legs, and belongings to yourself.

No fighting, harassment, intimidation, or horseplay.

Do not throw any object.

No eating, drinking, or use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.

Do not bring any weapons or dangerous objects on the school bus.

Do not damage the bus.

Consequences

a.

Consequences for school bus/bus stop misconduct will apply to all regular
and late routes. Decisions regarding a student’s ability to ride the bus
in connection with cocurricular and extracurricular events (for example,
field trips or competitions) will be in the sole discretion of the school
district. Parents or guardians will be notified of any suspension of bus
privileges.

(1) Elementary (K-6)

1st offense - warning

2nd offense - 3 school-day suspension from riding the bus

3rd offense - 5 school-day suspension from riding the bus

4th offense - 10 school-day suspension from riding the
bus/meeting with parent

Further offenses - individually considered. Students may be

suspended for longer periods of time, including the remainder of

the school year.

(2) Secondary (7-12)

1st offense - warning

2nd offense - 5 school-day suspension from riding the bus
3rd offense - 10 school-day suspension from riding the bus
4th offense - 20 school-day suspension from riding the
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IV.

bus/meeting with parent

5th offense - suspended from riding the bus for the

remainder of the school year

Note: When any student goes 60 transportation days without a report, the
student’s consequences may start over at the first offense.

(3)

(4)

()

(6)

(7)

Other Discipline

Based on the severity of a student’s conduct, more serious
consequences may be imposed at any time. Depending on the
nature of the offense, consequences such as suspension or
expulsion from school also may result from school bus/bus stop
misconduct.

Records

Records of school bus/bus stop misconduct will be forwarded to
the individual school building and will be retained in the same
manner as other student discipline records. Reports of student
misbehavior on a school bus or in a bus-loading or unloading
area that are reasonably believed to cause an immediate and
substantial danger to the student or surrounding persons or
property shall be provided by the school district to local law
enforcement and the Department of Public Safety in
accordance with state and federal law.

Vandalism/Bus Damage

Students damaging school buses will be responsible for the
damages. Failure to pay such damages (or make arrangements
to pay) within 2 weeks may result in the loss of bus privileges
until damages are paid.

Notice

School bus and bus stop rules and consequences for violations
of these rules will be reviewed with students annually and
copies of these rules will be made available to students. School

bus rules are to be posted on each school bus.

Criminal Conduct

In cases involving criminal conduct (for example, assault,
weapons, drug possession, or vandalism), the appropriate
school district personnel and local law enforcement officials will
be informed.

PARENT AND GUARDIAN INVOLVEMENT

A.

Parent and Guardian Notification

The school district school bus and bus stop rules will be provided to each family.
Parents and guardians are asked to review the rules with their children.

Parents/Guardians Responsibilities for Transportation Safety
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V.

Parents/Guardians are responsible to:

1. Become familiar with school district rules, policies, regulations, and the
principles of school bus safety, and thoroughly review them with their
children;

2. Support safe riding and walking practices, and recognize that students are

responsible for their actions;

3. Communicate safety concerns to their school administrators;

4, Monitor bus stops, if possible;

5. Have their children to the bus stop 5 minutes before the bus arrives;
6. Have their children properly dressed for the weather; and

7. Have a plan in case the bus is late.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A.

School bus drivers shall have a valid Class A, B, or C Minnesota driver’s license with a
school bus endorsement. A person possessing a valid driver's license, without a
school bus endorsement, may drive a type III vehicle set forth in Sections VII.B. and
VII.C., below. Drivers with a valid Class D driver’'s license, without a school bus
endorsement, may operate a “type A-I" school bus as set forth in Section VII.D.,
below.

The school district shall conduct mandatory drug and alcohol testing of all school district
bus drivers and bus driver applicants in accordance with state and federal law and
school district policy.

A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus or type
ITI vehicle, who has a commercial driver’s license and who is convicted of a criminal
offense, a serious traffic violation, or of violating any other state or local law relating
to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking violation, in any type of motor
vehicle in a state or jurisdiction other than Minnesota, shall notify the Minnesota Division
of Driver and Vehicle Services (Division) of the conviction within 30 days of the
conviction. For purposes of this paragraph, a “serious traffic violation” means a
conviction of any of the following offenses:

1. excessive speeding, involving any single offense for any speed of 15 miles per
hour or more above the posted speed limit;

2. reckless driving;

3. improper or erratic traffic lane changes;

4. following the vehicle ahead too closely;

5. a violation of state or local law, relating to motor vehicle traffic control, arising

in connection with a fatal accident;
6. driving a commercial vehicle without obtaining a commercial driver’s license
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VI.

or without having a commercial driver’'s license in the driver's possession;

7. driving a commercial vehicle without the proper class of commercial driver’'s
license and/or endorsements for the specific vehicle group being operated or for
the passengers or type of cargo being transported;

8. a violation of a state or local law prohibiting texting while driving a commercial
vehicle; and

9. a violation of a state or local law prohibiting the use of a hand-held mobile
telephone while driving a commercial vehicle.

A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus or type
IIT vehicle, who has a commercial driver’s license and who is convicted of violating, in
any type of motor vehicle, a Minnesota state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic
control, other than a parking violation, shall notify the person’s employer of the
conviction within 30 days of conviction. The notification shall be in writing and shall
contain all the information set forth in Attachment A accompanying this policy.

A school bus driver, with the exception of a driver operating a type A-I school bus or type
ITI vehicle, who has a Minnesota commercial driver’s license suspended, revoked, or
cancelled by the state of Minnesota or any other state or jurisdiction and who loses
the right to operate a commercial vehicle for any period or who is disqualified from
operating a commercial motor vehicle for any period shall notify the person’s employer
of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, lost privilege, or disqualification. Such
notification shall be made before the end of the business day following the day the
employee received notice of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, lost privilege, or
disqualification. The notification shall be in writing and shall contain all the information
set forth in Attachment B accompanying this policy.

A person who operates a type III vehicle and who sustains a conviction as described in
Section VII.C.1.g. (i.e., driving while impaired offenses), VII.C.1.h. (i.e., felony,
controlled substance, criminal sexual conduct offenses, or offenses for surreptitious
observation, indecent exposure, use of minor in a sexual performance, or possession
of child pornography or display of pornography to a minor), or VII.C.1.i. (multiple
moving violations) while employed by the entity that owns, leases, or contracts for the
school bus, shall report the conviction to the person’s employer within 10 days of the
date of the conviction. The notification shall be in writing and shall contain all the
information set forth in Attachment C accompanying this policy.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING

A.

Training

1. All new school bus drivers shall be provided with pre-service training,
including in-vehicle (actual driving) instruction, before transporting students
and shall meet the competency testing specified in the Minnesota Department
of Public Safety Model School Bus Driver Training Manual. All school bus drivers
shall receive in-service training annually. For purposes of this section,
“annually” means at least once every 380 days from the initial or previous
evaluation and at least once every 380 days from the initial or previous
license verification. The school district shall retain on file an annual individual
school bus driver “evaluation certification” form for each school district driver
as contained in the Model School Bus Driver Training Manual.

[Note: The Model School Bus Driver Training Manual is available online
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through the Minnesota Department of Public Safety State Patrol web page.]

2. All bus drivers operating a type III vehicle will be provided with annual training
and certification as set forth in Section VII.C.1.b., below, by either the school
district or the entity from whom such services are contracted by the school
district.

B. Evaluation

School bus drivers with a Class D license will be evaluated annually and all other bus
drivers will be assessed periodically for the following competencies:

1. Safely operate the type of school bus the driver will be driving;

2. Understand student behavior, including issues relating to students
with disabilities;

3. Ensure orderly conduct of students on the bus and handling incidents
of misconduct appropriately;

4, Know and understand relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school
bus safety policies;

5. Handle emergency situations; and

6. Safely load and unload students.

I\\

The evaluation must include completion of an individual “school bus driver evaluation
form” (road test evaluation) as contained in the Model School Bus Driver Training
Manual.

[Note: The school district may use alternative assessments rather than those set
forth in the Model School Bus Driver Training Manual for bus driver training
competencies with the approval of the Commissioner of Public Safety. A driver also
may receive at least 8 hours of school bus in-service training in any year as an
alternative to being assessed for bus driver competencies after the initial year of
being assessed for bus driver competencies.]

VII. OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURES

A. General Operating Rules

1. School buses shall be operated in accordance with state traffic and school bus
safety laws and the procedures contained in the Minnesota Department of Public
Safety Model School Bus Driver Training Manual.

[Note: The Model School Bus Driver Training Manual is available online
through the Minnesota Department of Public Safety State Patrol web page.]

2. Only students assigned to the school bus by the school district shall be
transported. The number of students or other authorized passengers
transported in a school bus shall not be more than the legal capacity for the bus.
No person shall be allowed to stand when the bus is in motion.

3. The parent/guardian may designate, pursuant to school district policy, a day
care facility, respite care facility, the residence of a relative, or the residence
of a person chosen by the parent or guardian as the address of the student
for transportation purposes. The address must be in the attendance area of the
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assigned school and meet all other eligibility requirements.

Bus drivers must minimize, to the extent practical, the idling of school bus
engines and exposure of children to diesel exhaust fumes.

To the extent practical, the school district will designate school bus
loading/unloading zones at a sufficient distance from school air-intake
systems to avoid diesel fumes from being drawn into the systems.

[Note: A school district is not required to comply with Section VII.A.5. if the
school board determines that alternative locations block traffic, impair student
safety, or are not cost effective.]

6.

A bus driver may not operate a school bus while communicating over, or
otherwise operating, a cellular phone for personal reasons, whether hand-held
or hands free, when the vehicle is in motion or a part of traffic. For purposes
of this paragraph, “school bus” has the meaning given in Minnesota Statutes,
section 169.011, subdivision 71. In addition, “school bus” also includes type III
vehicles when driven by employees or agents of the school district. “Cellular
phone” means a cellular, analog, wireless, or digital telephone capable of
sending or receiving telephone or text messages without an access line for
service.

Type III Vehicles

Type III vehicles are restricted to passenger cars, station wagons, vans, and
buses having a maximum manufacturer’s rated seating capacity of 10 or fewer
people including the driver and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds
or less. A van or bus converted to a seating capacity of 10 or fewer and placed
in service on or after August 1, 1999, must have been originally manufactured
to comply with the passenger safety standards.

Type III vehicles must be painted a color other than national school bus yellow.

Type III vehicles shall be state inspected in accordance with legal
requirements.

Vehicles model year 2007 or older must not be used as type III vehicles to

transport school children, except those vehicles that are manufactured to meet
the structural requirements of federal motor vehicle safety standard 222, Code
of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 571.

If a type III vehicle is school district owned, the school district name will be
clearly marked on the side of the vehicle. The type III vehicle must not have the
words “school bus” in any location on the exterior of the vehicle orin any interior
location visible to a motorist.

A “type III vehicle” must not be outwardly equipped and identified as a type
A, B, C, or D bus.

Eight-lamp warning systems and stop arms must not be installed or used on
type III vehicles.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Type III vehicles must be equipped with mirrors as required by law.

Any type III vehicle may not stop traffic and may not load or unload before
making a complete stop and disengaging gears by shifting into neutral or
park. Any type III vehicle used to transport students must not load or unload
so that a student has to cross the road, except where not possible or
impractical, then the driver or assistant must escort a student across the road.
If the driver escorts the student across the road, then the motor must be
stopped, the ignition key removed, the brakes set, and the vehicle otherwise
rendered immobile.

Any type III vehicle used to transport students must carry emergency
equipment including:

a. Fire extinguisher. A minimum of one 10BC rated dry chemical type
fire extinguisher is required. The extinguisher must be mounted in a
bracket and must be located in the driver's compartment and be
readily accessible to the driver and passengers. A pressure indicator is
required and must be easily read without removing the extinguisher
from its mounted position.

b. First aid kit and body fluids cleanup kit. A minimum of a 10-unit first
aid kit and a body fluids cleanup kit is required. They must be contained
in removable, moisture- and dust-proof containers mounted in an
accessible place within the driver's compartment and must be marked
to indicate their identity and location.

C. Passenger cars and station wagons may carry a fire extinguisher, a first
aid kit, and warning triangles in the trunk or trunk area of the vehicle
if a label in the driver and front passenger area clearly indicates the
location of these items.

Students will not be regularly transported in private vehicles that are not state
inspected as type III vehicles. Only emergency, unscheduled transportation
may be conducted in vehicles with a seating capacity of 10 or fewer without
meeting the requirements for a type III vehicle. Also, parents may use a
private vehicle to transport their own children under a contract with the district.
The school district has no system of inspection for private vehicles.

All drivers of type III vehicles will be licensed drivers and will be familiar with
the use of required emergency equipment. The school district will not knowingly
allow a person to operate a type III vehicle if the person has been convicted of
an offense that disqualifies the person from operating a school bus.

Type III vehicles will be equipped with child passenger restraints, and child
passenger restraints will be utilized to the extent required by law.

Type III Vehicle Driven by Employees with a Driver’s License Without a School Bus

Endorsement

The holder of a Class A, B, C, or D driver's license, without a school bus
endorsement, may operate a type III vehicle, described above, under the
following conditions:

a. The operator is an employee of the entity that owns, leases, or
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contracts for the school bus, which may include the school district.

The operator’s employer, which may include the school district, has
adopted and implemented a policy that provides for annual training
and certification of the operator in:

(1) safe operation of a type III vehicle;

(2) understanding student behavior, including issues relating to
students with disabilities;

(3) encouraging orderly conduct of students on the bus and
handling incidents of misconduct appropriately;

(4) knowing and understanding relevant laws, rules of the road,
and local school bus safety policies;

(5) handling emergency situations;

(6) proper use of seat belts and child safety restraints;

(7) performance of pretrip vehicle inspections;

(8) safe loading and unloading of students, including, but not
limited to:
(a) utilizing a safe location for loading and unloading

(b)

(9

(d)

(e)

students at the curb, on the nontraffic side of the
roadway, or at off-street loading areas, driveways,
yards, and other areas to enable the student to avoid
hazardous conditions;

refraining from loading and unloading students in a
vehicular traffic lane, on the shoulder, in a designated
turn lane, or a lane adjacent to a designated turn
lane;

avoiding a loading or unloading location that would
require a student to cross a road, or ensuring that the
driver or an aide personally escort the student across the
road if it is not reasonably feasible to avoid such a
location;

placing the type III vehicle in “park” during loading and
unloading;

escorting a student across the road under clause (c)
only after the motor is stopped, the ignition key is
removed, the brakes are set, and the vehicle is
otherwise rendered immobile; and

(9) compliance with paragraph V.F. concerning reporting convictions
to the employer within 10 days of the date of conviction.

A background check or background investigation of the operator has
been conducted that meets the requirements under Minnesota Statutes,
section 122A.18, subdivision 8, or Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.03
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for school district employees; Minnesota Statutes, section 144.057 or
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 245C for day care employees; or Minnesota
Statutes, section 171.321, subdivision 3, for all other persons operating
a type III vehicle under this section.

Operators shall submit to a physical examination as required by
Minnesota Statutes, section 171.321, subdivision 2.

The operator's employer requires preemployment drug testing of
applicants for operator positions. Current operators must comply with
the employer's policy under Minnesota Statutes, section 181.951,
subdivisions 2, 4, and 5. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the
operator's employer may use a breathalyzer or similar device to fulfill
random alcohol testing requirements.

The operator’s driver’s license is verified annually by the entity that
owns, leases, or contracts for the type III vehicle as required by
Minnesota Statutes section 171.321, subdivision 5.

A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under Minnesota Statutes,
609.02, of violating Minnesota Statutes, section 169A.25, 169A.26,
169A.27 (driving while impaired offenses), or 169A.31 (alcohol-related
school bus driver offenses), or whose driver's license is revoked
under Minnesota Statutes, sections 169A.50 to 169A.53 of the implied
consent law, or who is convicted of violating or whose driver’s license
is revoked under a similar statute or ordinance of another state, is
precluded from operating a type III vehicle for 5 years from the date
of conviction.

A person who has ever been convicted of a disqualifying offense as
defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 171.3215, subdivision1(c), (i.e.,
felony, controlled substance, criminal sexual conduct offenses, or
offenses for surreptitious observation, indecent exposure, use of minor
in a sexual performance, or possession of child pornography or display
of pornography to a minor) may not operate a type III vehicle.

A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under Minnesota Statutes,
section 609.02, of a moving offense in violation of Minnesota Statutes,
chapter 169 within 3 years of the first of 3 other moving offenses is
precluded from operating a type III vehicle for 1 year from the date of
the last conviction.

Students riding the type III vehicle must have training required under
Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.90, Subd. 2 (See Section II.B.,
above).

Documentation of meeting the requirements listed in this section must
be maintained under separate file at the business location for each type
ITI vehicle operator. The school district or any other entity that owns,
leases, or contracts for the type III vehicle operating under this section
is responsible for maintaining these files for inspection.

The Type III vehicle must bear a current certificate of inspection issued
under Minnesota Statutes, section 169.451.
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3. An employee of the school district who is not employed for the sole purpose
of operating a type III vehicle may, in the discretion of the school district, be
exempt from paragraphs VII.C.1.d. (physical examination) and VII.C.1.e. (drug
testing), above.

D. Type A-I “Activity” Buses Driven by Employees with a Driver’s License Without a School
Bus Endorsement

1. The holder of a Class D driver’s license, without a school bus endorsement,
may operate a type A-I school bus or a Multifunction School Activity Bus (MFSAB)
under the following conditions:

a. The operator is an employee of the school district or an independent
contractor with whom the school district contracts for the school bus
and is not solely hired to provide transportation services under this

paragraph.

b. The operator drives the school bus only from points of origin to points
of destination, not including home-to-school trips to pick up or drop off
students.

C. The operator is prohibited from using the 8-light system if the

vehicle is so equipped.

d. The operator has submitted to a background check and physical
examination as required by Minnesota Statutes, section 171.321,
subdivision 2.

e. The operator has a valid driver's license and has not sustained a
conviction of a disqualifying offense as set forth in Minnesota Statutes,
section 171.02, subdivisions 2a(h) - 2a(j).

f. The operator has been trained in the proper use of child safety
restraints as set forth in the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s “Guideline for the Safe Transportation of Pre- school
Age Children in School Buses,” if child safety restraints are used by
passengers, in addition to the training required in Section VI., above.

g. The bus has a gross vehicle weight rating of 14,500 pounds or less and
is designed to transport 15 or fewer passengers, including the driver.

2. The school district shall maintain annual certification of the requirements listed
in this section for each Class D license operator.

3. A school bus operated under this section must bear a current certificate of
inspection.

4, The word “School” on the front and rear of the bus must be covered by a sign
that reads “Activities” when the bus is being operated under authority of this
section.

VIII. SCHOOL DISTRICT EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

A. If possible, school bus drivers or their supervisors shall call "911” or the local
emergency phone number in the event of a serious emergency.
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IX.

B. School bus drivers shall meet the emergency training requirements contained in Unit
IIT “Crash & Emergency Preparedness” of the Minnesota Department of Public Safety
Model School Bus Driver Training Manual. This includes procedures in the event of a
crash (accident).

[Note: The Model School Bus Driver Training Manual is available online through
the Minnesota Department of Public Safety State Patrol web page.]

C. School bus drivers and bus assistants for special education students requiring special
transportation service because of their handicapping condition shall be trained in
basic first aid procedures, shall within one (1) month after the effective date of
assignment participate in a program of in-service training on the proper methods for
dealing with the specific needs and problems of students with disabilities, assist students
with disabilities on and off the bus when necessary for their safe ingress and egress
from the bus; and ensure that protective safety devices are in use and fastened properly.

D. Emergency Health Information shall be maintained on the school bus for students
requiring special transportation service because of their handicapping condition. The
information shall state:

1. the student’s name and address;

2. the nature of the student’s disabilities;

3. emergency health care information; and

4, the names and telephone numbers of the student’s physician, parents, guardians,

or custodians, and some person other than the student’s parents or custodians
who can be contacted in case of an emergency.

SCHOOL DISTRICT VEHICLE MAINTENANCE STANDARDS

A. All school vehicles shall be maintained in safe operating conditions through a
systematic preventive maintenance and inspection program adopted or approved by
the school district.

B. All school vehicles shall be state inspected in accordance with legal requirements.

C. A copy of the current daily pre-trip inspection report must be carried in the bus. Daily
pre-trip inspections shall be maintained on file in accordance with the school district’s
record retention schedule. Prompt reports of defects to be immediately corrected will be
submitted.

D. Daily post-trip inspections shall be performed to check for any children or lost items
remaining on the bus and for vandalism.

SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY DIRECTOR

The school board has designated an individual to serve as the school district’'s school
transportation safety director. The school transportation safety director shall have day-to- day
responsibility for student transportation safety, including transportation of nonpublic school
children when provided by the school district. The school transportation safety director will
assure that this policy is periodically reviewed to ensure that it conforms to law. The school
transportation safety director shall certify annually to the school board that each school bus
driver meets the school bus driver training competencies required Minnesota Statutes, section
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XI.

171.321, subdivision 4. The transportation safety director also shall annually verify or ensure
that the private contractor utilized by the school has verified the validity of the driver’s license
of each employee who regularly transports students for the school district in a type A, B, C, or
D school bus, type III vehicle, or MFSAB with the National Driver Register or the Department
of Public Safety. Upon request of the school district superintendent or the superintendent of
the school district where nonpublic students are transported, the school transportation safety
director also shall certify to the superintendent that students have received school bus safety
training in accordance with state law. The name, address and telephone number of the school
transportation safety director are on file in the school district office. Any questions regarding
student transportation or this policy may be addressed to the school transportation safety
director.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION SAFETY COMMITTEE

The school board may establish a student transportation safety committee. The chair of the
student transportation safety committee is the school district’s school transportation safety
director. The school board shall appoint the other members of the student transportation safety
committee. Membership may include parents, school bus drivers, representatives of school
bus companies, local law enforcement officials, other school district staff, and representatives
from other units of local government.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. § 122A.18, Subd. 8 (Board to Issue Licenses)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.03 (Background Check)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.42 (Textbooks; Individual Instruction or Cooperative
Learning Material; Standard Tests)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.88 (Independent School Districts; Transportation)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.885 (Diesel School Buses; Operation of Engine; Parking)
Minn. Stat. § 123B.90 (School Bus Safety Training)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.91 (School District Bus Safety Responsibilities)

Minn. Stat. § 123B.935 (Active Transportation Safety Training)

Minn. Stat. § 144.057 (Background Studies on Licensees and Other
Personnel)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 169 (Traffic Regulations)

Minn. Stat. § 169.011, Subds. 15, 16, and 71 (Definitions)

Minn. Stat. § 169.02 (Scope)

Minn. Stat. § 169.443 (Safety of School Children; Bus Driver’s Duties)

Minn. Stat. § 169.446, Subd. 2 (Safety of School Children; Training and
Education Rules)

Minn. Stat. § 169.451 (Inspecting School and Head Start Buses; Rules;
Misdemeanor)

Minn. Stat. § 169.454 (Type III Vehicle Standards)

Minn. Stat. § 169.4582 (Reportable Offense on School Buses) Minn.

Stat. §§ 169A.25-169A.27 (Driving While Impaired)

Minn. Stat. § 169A.31 (Alcohol-Related School Bus or Head Start Bus
Driving)

Minn. Stat. §§ 169A.50-169A.53 (Implied Consent Law)

Minn. Stat. § 171.02, Subds. 2, 2a, and 2b (Licenses; Types, Endorsements,
Restrictions)

Minn. Stat. § 171.168 (Notice of Violation by Commercial Driver)

Minn. Stat. § 171.169 (Notice of Commercial License Suspension)

Minn. Stat. § 171.321 (Qualifications of School Bus and Type III Vehicle Drivers)
Minn. Stat. § 171.3215, Subd. 1(c) (Canceling Bus Endorsement for Certain
Offenses)

Minn. Stat. § 181.951 (Authorized Drug and Alcohol Testing)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 245C (Human Services Background Studies)

Minn. Stat. § 609.02 (Definitions)

Minn. Rules Parts 7470.1000-7470.1700 (School Bus Inspection)

49 C.F.R. Part 383 (Commercial Driver’s License Standards; Requirements and
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Cross References:

Penalties)

49 C.F.R. § 383.31 (Notification of Convictions for Driver Violations)
49 C.F.R. § 383.33 (Notification of Driver’s License Suspensions)
49 C.F.R. § 383.5 (Transportation Definitions)

49 C.F.R. § 383.51 (Disqualification of Drivers)

49 C.F.R. Part 571 (Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 416 (Drug and Alcohol Testing)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

MSBA/MASA Model Policy 515 (Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 707 (Transportation of Public Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 708 (Transportation of Nonpublic Students)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 710 (Extracurricular Transportation)
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I1.

CRISIS MANAGEMENT POLICY

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Model Crisis Management Policy is to act as a guide for school district
and building administrators, school employees, students, school board members, and
community members to address a wide range of potential crisis situations in the school
district. For purposes of this Policy, the term, “school districts,” shall include charter
schools. The step-by-step procedures suggested by this Policy will provide guidance to
each school building in drafting crisis management plans to coordinate protective actions
prior to, during, and after any type of emergency or potential crisis situation. Each school
district should develop tailored building-specific crisis management plans for each school
building in the school district, and sections or procedures may be added or deleted in those
crisis management plans based on building needs.

The school district will, to the extent possible, engage in ongoing emergency planning
within the school district and with emergency responders and other relevant community
organizations. The school district will ensure that relevant emergency responders in the
community have access to their building-specific crisis management plans and will provide
training to school district staff to enable them to act appropriately in the event of a crisis.

GENERAL INFORMATION

A. The Policy and Plans

The school district’s Crisis Management Policy has been created in consultation
with local community response agencies and other appropriate individuals and
groups that would likely be involved in the event of a school emergency. It is
designed so that each building administrator can tailor a building-specific crisis
management plan to meet that building’s specific situation and needs.

The school district’s administration and/or the administration of each building shall
present tailored building-specific crisis management plans to the school board for
review and approval. The building-specific crisis management plans will include
general crisis procedures and crisis-specific procedures. Upon approval by the
school board, such crisis management plans shall be an addendum to this Crisis
Management Policy. This Policy and the plans will be maintained and updated on
an annual basis.



B.

Elements of the District Crisis Management Policy

General Crisis Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes general
crisis procedures for securing buildings, classroom evacuation, building
evacuation, campus evacuation, and sheltering. The Policy designates the
individual(s) who will determine when these actions will be taken. These
district-wide procedures may be modified by building administrators when
creating their building-specific crisis management plans. A communication
system will be in place to enable the designated individual to be contacted
at all times in the event of a potential crisis, setting forth the method to
contact the designated individual, the provision of at least two designees
when the contact person is unavailable, and the method to convey contact
information to the appropriate staff persons. The alternative designees may
include members of the emergency first responder response team. A
secondary method of communication should be included in the plan for use
when the primary method of communication is inoperable. Each building in
the school district will have access to a copy of the Comprehensive School
Safety Guide (2011 Edition) to assist in the development of building-
specific crisis management plans.

All general crisis procedures will address specific procedures for the safe
evacuation of children and employees with special needs such as physical,
sensory, motor, developmental, and mental health challenges.

a. Lock-Down Procedures. Lock-down procedures will be used in
situations where harm may result to persons inside the school
building, such as a shooting, hostage incident, intruder, trespass,
disturbance, or when determined to be necessary by the building
administrator or his or her designee. The building administrator or
designee will announce the lock-down over the public address
system or other designated system. Code words will not be used.
Provisions for emergency evacuation will be maintained even in the
event of a lock-down. Each building administrator will submit lock-
down procedures for their building as part of the building-specific
crisis management plan.

b. Evacuation Procedures. Evacuations of classrooms and buildings
shall be implemented at the discretion of the building administrator
or his or her designee. Each building’s crisis management plan will
include procedures for transporting students and staff a safe distance
from harm to a designated safe area until released by the building
administrator or designee. Safe areas may change based upon the
specific emergency situation. The evacuation procedures should
include specific procedures for children with special needs,
including children with limited mobility (wheelchairs, braces,




crutches, etc.), visual impairments, hearing impairments, and other
sensory, developmental, or mental health needs. The evacuation
procedures should also address transporting necessary medications
for students that take medications during the school day.

c. Sheltering Procedures. Sheltering provides refuge for students,
staff, and visitors within the school building during an emergency.
Shelters are safe areas that maximize the safety of inhabitants. Safe
areas may change based upon the specific emergency. The building
administrator or his or her designee will announce the need for
sheltering over the public address system or other designated
system.  Each building administrator will submit sheltering
procedures for his or her building as part of the building-specific
crisis management plan.

Crisis-Specific Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes crisis-
specific procedures for crisis situations that may occur during the school
day or at school-sponsored events and functions. These district-wide
procedures are designed to enable building administrators to tailor response
procedures when creating building-specific crisis management plans.

School Emergency Response Teams

a. Composition. The building administrator in each school building
will select a school emergency response team that will be trained to
respond to emergency situations. All school emergency response
team members will receive on-going training to carry out the
building’s crisis management plans and will have knowledge of
procedures, evacuation routes, and safe areas. For purposes of
student safety and accountability, to the extent possible, school
emergency response team members will not have direct
responsibility for the supervision of students. Team members must
be willing to be actively involved in the resolution of crises and be
available to assist in any crisis situation as deemed necessary by the
building administrator. Each building will maintain a current list of
school emergency response team members which will be updated
annually. The building administrator, and his or her alternative
designees, will know the location of that list in the event of a school
emergency. A copy of the list will be kept on file in the school
district office, or in a secondary location in single building school
districts.

b. Leaders. The building administrator or his or her designee will serve
as the leader of the school emergency response team and will be the
primary contact for emergency response officials. In the event the
primary designee is unavailable, the designee list should include



more than one alternative designee and may include members of the
emergency response team. When emergency response officials are
present, they may elect to take command and control of the crisis. It
is critical in this situation that school officials assume a resource role
and be available as necessary to emergency response officials.

III. PREPARATION BEFORE AN EMERGENCY

A. Communication

1.

District Employees. Teachers generally have the most direct contact with
students on a day-to-day basis. As a result, they must be aware of their role
in responding to crisis situations. This also applies to non-teaching school
personnel who have direct contact with students. All staff shall be aware of
the school district’s Crisis Management Policy and their own building’s
crisis management plan. Each school’s building-specific crisis
management plan shall include the method and dates of dissemination of
the plan to its staff. Employees will receive a copy of the relevant building-
specific crisis management plans and shall receive periodic training on plan
implementation.

Students and Parents. Students and parents shall be made aware of the
school district’s Crisis Management Policy and relevant tailored crisis
management plans for each school building. Each school district’s
building-specific crisis management plan shall set forth how students and
parents are made aware of the district and school-specific plans. Students
shall receive specific instruction on plan implementation and shall
participate in a required number of drills and practice sessions throughout
the school year.

B. Planning and Preparing for Fire

1.

Designate a safe area at least 50 feet away from the building to enable
students and staff to evacuate. The safe area should not interfere with
emergency responders or responding vehicles and should not be in an area
where evacuated persons are exposed to any products of combustion.
(Depending on the wind direction, where the building on fire is located, the
direction from which the fire is arriving, and the location of fire equipment,
the distance may need to be extended.)

Each building’s facility diagram and site plan shall be available in
appropriate areas of the building and shall identify the most direct
evacuation routes to the designated safe areas both inside and outside of the
building. The facility diagram and site plan must identify the location of the
fire alarm control panel, fire alarms, fire extinguishers, hoses, water spigots,
and utility shut offs.



3. Teachers and staff will receive training on the location of the primary
emergency evacuation routes and alternate routes from various points in the
building. During fire drills, students and staff will practice evacuations
using primary evacuation routes and alternate routes.

4. Certain employees, such as those who work in hazardous areas in the
building, will receive training on the locations and proper use of fire
extinguishers and protective clothing and equipment.

5. Fire drills will be conducted periodically without warning at various times
of the day and under different circumstances, e.g., lunchtime, recess, and
during assemblies. State law requires a minimum of five fire drills each
school year, consistent with Minnesota Statutes section 299F.30. See
Minnesota Statutes section 121A.035.

6. A record of fire drills conducted at the building will be maintained in the
building administrator’s office.

7. The school district will have prearranged sites for emergency sheltering and
transportation as needed.

8. The school district will determine which staff will remain in the building to
perform essential functions if safe to do so (e.g., switchboard, building
engineer, etc.). The school district also will designate an administrator or
his or her designee to meet local fire or law enforcement agents upon their
arrival.

Facility Diagrams and Site Plans

All school buildings will have a facility diagram and site plan that includes the
location of primary and secondary evacuation routes, exits, designated safe areas
inside and outside of the building, and the location of fire alarm control panel, fire
alarms, fire extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, and utility shut offs. All facility
diagrams and site plans will be updated regularly and whenever a major change is
made to a building. Facility diagrams and site plans will be maintained by the
building administrator and will be easily accessible and on file in the school district
office. Facility diagrams and site plans will be provided to first responders, such as
fire and law enforcement personnel.

Emergency Telephone Numbers

Each building will maintain a current list of emergency telephone numbers and the
names and addresses of local, county, and state personnel who may be involved in
a crisis situation. The list will include telephone numbers for local police, fire,
ambulance, hospital, the Poison Control Center, county and state emergency



management agencies, local public works departments, local utility companies, the
public health nurse, mental health/suicide hotlines, and the county welfare agency.
A copy of this list will be kept on file in the school district office, or at a secondary
location for single building school districts and will be updated annually.

School district employees will receive training on how to make emergency
contacts, including 911 calls, when the school district’s main telephone number and
location is electronically conveyed to emergency personnel instead of the specific
building in need of emergency services.

School district plans will set forth a process to internally communicate an
emergency, using telephones in classrooms, intercom systems, or two-way radios,
as well as the procedure to enable the staff to rapidly convey emergency
information to a building designee. Each plan will identify a primary and secondary
method of communication for both internal and secondary use. It is recommended
that the plan include several methods of communication because computers,
intercoms, telephones, and cell phones may not be operational or may be dangerous
to use during an emergency.

Warning and Notification Systems

The school district shall maintain a warning system designed to inform students,
staff, and visitors of a crisis or emergency. This system shall be maintained on a
regular basis under the maintenance plan for all school buildings. The school
district should consider an alternate notification system to address the needs of staff
and students with special needs, such as vision or hearing.

The building administrator shall be responsible for informing students and
employees of the warning system and the means by which the system is used to
identify a specific crisis or emergency situation. Each school’s building-specific
crisis management plan will include the method and frequency of dissemination of
the warning system information to students and employees.

Early School Closure Procedures

The superintendent will make decisions about closing school or buildings as early
in the day as possible. The early school closure procedures will set forth the criteria
for early school closure (e.g., weather-related, utility failure, or a crisis situation),
will specify how closure decisions will be communicated to staff, students,
families, and the school community (designated broadcast media, local authorities,
e-mail, or district or school building web sites), and will discuss the factors to be
considered in closing and reopening a school or building.

Early school closure procedures also will include a reminder to parents and
guardians to listen to designated local radio and TV stations for school closing
announcements, where possible.



Media Procedures

The superintendent has the authority and discretion to notify parents or guardians
and the school community in the event of a crisis or early school closure. The
superintendent will designate a spokesperson who will notify the media in the event
of a crisis or early school closure. The spokesperson shall receive training to ensure
that the district is in strict compliance with federal and state law relative to the
release of private data when conveying information to the media.

Behavioral Health Crisis Intervention Procedures

Short-term behavioral health crisis intervention procedures will set forth the
procedure for initiating behavioral health crisis intervention plans. The procedures
will utilize available resources including the school psychologist, counselor,
community behavioral health crisis intervention, or others in the community.
Counseling procedures will be used whenever the superintendent or the building
administrator determines it to be necessary, such as after an assault, a hostage
situation, shooting, or suicide. The behavioral health crisis intervention procedures
shall include the following steps:

1. Administrator will meet with relevant persons, including school
psychologists and counselors, to determine the level of intervention needed
for students and staff.

2. Designate specific rooms as private counseling areas.

3. Escort siblings and close friends of any victims as well as others in need of
emotional support to the counseling areas.

4. Prohibit media from interviewing or questioning students or staff.
5. Provide follow-up services to students and staff who receive counseling.
6. Resume normal school routines as soon as possible.

Long-Term Recovery Intervention Procedures

Long-term recovery intervention procedures may involve both short-term and long-
term recovery planning:

1. Physical/structural recovery.
2. Fiscal recovery.

3. Academic recovery.



IVv.

SAMPLE PROCEDURES INCLUDED IN THIS POLICY

Sample procedures for the various hazards/emergencies listed below are attached to this
Policy for use when drafting specific crisis management plans. Additional sample
procedures may be found in the Response section of the Comprehensive School Safety
Guide (2011 Edition). After approval by the school board, an adopted procedure will
become an addendum to the Crisis Management Policy.

A.
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4. Social/emotional recovery.

Fire

Hazardous Materials

Severe Weather: Tornado/Severe Thunderstorm/Flooding

Medical Emergency
Fight/Disturbance

Assault

Intruder

Weapons

Shooting

Hostage

Bomb Threat

Chemical or Biological Threat
Checklist for Telephone Threats
Demonstration

Suicide

Lock-down Procedures
Shelter-In-Place Procedures

Evacuation/Relocation



V.

W.

Media Procedures

Post-Crisis Procedures

School Emergency Response Team
Emergency Phone Numbers

Highly Contagious Serious Illness or Pandemic Flu

V. MISCELLANEOUS PROCEDURES

A.

Chemical Accidents

Procedures for reporting chemical accidents shall be posted at key locations such
as chemistry labs, art rooms, swimming pool areas, and janitorial closets.

Visitors

The school district shall implement procedures mandating visitor sign in and
visitors in school buildings. See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to
School District Buildings and Sites).

The school district shall implement procedures to minimize outside entry into
school buildings except at designated check-in points and assure that all doors are

locked prior to and after regular building hours.

Student Victims of Criminal Offenses at or on School Property

The school district shall establish procedures allowing student victims of criminal
offenses on school property the opportunity to transfer to another school within the
school district.

Radiological Emergencies at Nuclear Generating Plants [OPTIONAL]

School districts within a 10-mile radius of the Monticello or Prairie Island nuclear
power plants will implement crisis plans in the event of an accident or incident at
the power plant.

Questions relative to the creation or implementation of such plans will be directed
to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.

Legal References: ~ Minn. Stat. Ch. 12 (Emergency Management)

Minn. Stat. Ch. 12A (Natural Disaster; State Assistance)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.035 (Crisis Management Policy)



Cross References:

Minn. Stat. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School
Zones)

Minn. Stat. § 299F.30 (Fire Drill in School; Doors and Exits)

Minn. Stat. § 326B.02, Subd. 6 (Powers)

Minn. Stat. § 326B.106 (General Powers of Commissioner of Labor and
Industry)

Minn. Stat. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespasses)

Minn. Rules Ch. 7511 (Fire Code)

20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq. (Title IX)

20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)

20 U.S.C. § 7912 (Unsafe School Choice Option)

42 U.S.C. § 5121 et seq. (Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance)

Policy 407 (Employee Right to Know — Exposure to Hazardous Substances)
Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)

Policy 501 (School Weapons Policy)

Policy 506 (Student Discipline)

Policy 532 (Use of Peace Officers and Crisis Teams to Remove Students
with IEPs from School Grounds)

Policy 903 (Visitors to School District Buildings and Sites)

Comprehensive School Safety Guide
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/mn-school-safety-
center/Documents/Comprehensive%20School%20Safety%20Guide.pdf
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II1.

CRISIS MANAGEMENT POLICY

[Note: The Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education is required to
maintain and make available to school boards and charter schools a Model Crisis
Management Policy. See Minnesota Statutes section 121A.035. School boards and
charter schools must adopt a Crisis Management Policy to address potential crisis
situations in their school districts or charter schools. Id. This Model Crisis
Management Policy was originally the result of a collaborative effort among the
Minnesota Department of Education, Division of Compliance and Assistance; the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management; and the Minnesota School Boards Association.]

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Model Crisis Management Policy is to act as a guide for school district and
building administrators, school employees, students, school board members, and community
members to address a wide range of potential crisis situations in the school district. Fer
purposes-of this-Policy,the term, “school-districts;” shall-include charter schools.-The step-by-
step procedures suggested by this Policy will provide guidance to each school building in
drafting crisis management plans to coordinate protective actions prior to, during, and after
any type of emergency or potential crisis situation. Each school district should develop tailored
building-specific crisis management plans for each school building in the school district, and
sections or procedures may be added or deleted in those crisis management plans based on
building needs.

The school district will, to the extent possible, engage in ongoing emergency planning within
the school district and with emergency responders and other relevant community
organizations. The school district will ensure that relevant emergency responders in the
community have access to their building-specific crisis management plans and will provide
training to school district staff to enable them to act appropriately in the event of a crisis.

GENERAL INFORMATION

A. The Policy and Plans

The school district’'s Crisis Management Policy has been created in consultation with
local community response agencies and other appropriate individuals and groups that
would likely be involved in the event of a school emergency. It is designed so that
each building administrator can tailor a building-specific crisis management plan to
meet that building’s specific situation and needs.

The school district’s administration and/or the administration of each building shall
present tailored building-specific crisis management plans to the school board for
review and approval. The building-specific crisis management plans will include
general crisis procedures and crisis-specific procedures. Upon approval by the school
board, such crisis management plans shall be an addendum to this Crisis Management
Policy. This Policy and the plans will be maintained and updated on an annual basis.
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Elements of the District Crisis Management Policy

1. General Crisis Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes general
crisis procedures for securing buildings, classroom evacuation, building
evacuation, campus evacuation, and sheltering. The Policy designates the
individual(s) who will determine when these actions will be taken. These
district-wide procedures may be modified by building administrators when
creating their building-specific crisis management plans. A communication
system will be in place to enable the designated individual to be contacted at
all times in the event of a potential crisis, setting forth the method to contact
the designated individual, the provision of at least two designees when the
contact person is unavailable, and the method to convey contact information
to the appropriate staff persons. The alternative designees may include
members of the emergency first responder response team. A secondary
method of communication should be included in the plan for use when the
primary method of communication is inoperable. Each building in the school
district will have access to a copy of the Comprehensive School Safety Guide
(2011 Edition) to assist in the development of building-specific crisis
management plans.

All general crisis procedures will address specific procedures for the safe
evacuation of children and employees with special needs such as physical,
sensory, motor, developmental, and mental health challenges.

[Note: More specific information on planning for children with special
needs can be found in the Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011
Edition) and United States Department of Education’s document
entitled, “"Practical Information on Crisis Planning, a Guide for Schools
and Communities.” A website link is provided in the resource section
of this Policy.]

a. Lock-Down Procedures. Lock-down procedures will be used in
situations where harm may result to persons inside the school
building, such as a shooting, hostage incident, intruder, trespass,
disturbance, or when determined to be necessary by the building
administrator or his or her designee. The building administrator or
designee will announce the lock-down over the public address system
or other designated system. Code words will not be used. Provisions
for emergency evacuation will be maintained even in the event of a
lock-down. Each building administrator will submit lock-down
procedures for their building as part of the building-specific crisis
management plan.

[Note: State law requires a minimum of five school lock-down
drills each school year. See Minnesota Statutes, section
121A.035.]

b. Evacuation Procedures. Evacuations of classrooms and buildings-shall
be implemented at the discretion of the building administrator or his or
her designee. Each building’s crisis management plan will include
procedures for transporting students and staff a safe distance from
harm to a designated safe area until released by the building
administrator or designee. Safe areas may change based upon the
specific emergency situation. The evacuation procedures should
include specific procedures for children with special needs, including
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children with limited mobility (wheelchairs, braces, crutches, etc.),
visual impairments, hearing impairments, and other sensory,
developmental, or mental health needs. The evacuation procedures
should also address transporting necessary medications for students
that take medications during the school day.

[Note: State law requires a minimum of five school fire drills,
consistent with Minnesota Statutes, section 299F.30, and one
school tornado drill each school year. See Minnesota Statutes
section121A.035.]

C. Sheltering Procedures. Sheltering provides refuge for students, staff,
and visitors within the school building during an emergency. Shelters
are safe areas that maximize the safety of inhabitants. Safe areas
may change based upon the specific emergency. The building
administrator or his or her designee will announce the need for
sheltering over the public address system or other designated system.
Each building administrator will submit sheltering procedures for his or
her building as part of the building-specific crisis management plan.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition) has
sample lock-down procedures, evacuation procedures, and sheltering
procedures.]

Crisis-Specific Procedures. The Crisis Management Policy includes crisis-
specific procedures for crisis situations that may occur during the school day or
at school-sponsored events and functions. These district-wide procedures are
designed to enable building administrators to tailor response procedures when
creating building-specific crisis management plans.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition)
includes crisis-specific procedures.]

School Emergency Response Teams

a. Composition. The building administrator in each school building will
select a school emergency response team that will be trained to
respond to emergency situations. All school emergency response team
members will receive on-going training to carry out the building’s crisis
management plans and will have knowledge of procedures, evacuation
routes, and safe areas. For purposes of student safety and
accountability, to the extent possible, school emergency response
team members will not have direct responsibility for the supervision of
students. Team members must be willing to be actively involved in the
resolution of crises and be available to assist in any crisis situation as
deemed necessary by the building administrator. Each building will
maintain a current list of school emergency response team members
which will be updated annually. The building administrator, and his or
her alternative designees, will know the location of that list in the
event of a school emergency. A copy of the list will be kept on file in
the school district office, or in a secondary location in single building
school districts.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition)
has a sample School Emergency Response Team list.]
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b. Leaders. The building administrator or his or her designee will serve
as the leader of the school emergency response team and will be the
primary contact for emergency response officials. In the event the
primary designee is unavailable, the designee list should include more
than one alternative designee and may include members of the
emergency response team. When emergency response officials are
present, they may elect to take command and control of the crisis. It
is critical in this situation that school officials assume a resource role
and be available as necessary to emergency response officials.

III. PREPARATION BEFORE AN EMERGENCY
A. Communication

1. District Employees. Teachers generally have the most direct contact with
students on a day-to-day basis. As a result, they must be aware of their role
in responding to crisis situations. This also applies to non-teaching school
personnel who have direct contact with students. All staff shall be aware of
the school district’s Crisis Management Policy and their own building’s crisis
management plan. Each school’s building-specific crisis management plan
shall include the method and dates of dissemination of the plan to its staff.
Employees will receive a copy of the relevant building-specific crisis
management plans and shall receive periodic training on plan implementation.

2. Students and Parents. Students and parents shall be made aware of the
school district’'s Crisis Management Policy and relevant tailored crisis
management plans for each school building. Each school district’s building-
specific crisis management plan shall set forth how students and parents are
made aware of the district and school-specific plans. Students shall receive
specific instruction on plan implementation and shall participate in a required
number of drills and practice sessions throughout the school year.

B. Planning and Preparing for Fire

1. Designate a safe area at least 50 feet away from the building to enable
students and staff to evacuate. The safe area should not interfere with
emergency responders or responding vehicles and should not be in an area
where evacuated persons are exposed to any products of combustion.
(Depending on the wind direction, where the building on fire is located, the
direction from which the fire is arriving, and the location of fire equipment, the
distance may need to be extended.)

[Note: Evacuation areas at least 50 feet from school buildings are
recommended but not mandated by statute or rule. Evacuation areas
should be selected based on safety and the individual school site’s
proximity to streets, traffic patterns, and other hazards.]

2. Each building’s facility diagram and site plan shall be available in appropriate
areas of the building and shall identify the most direct evacuation routes to the
designated safe areas both inside and outside of the building. The facility
diagram and site plan must identify the location of the fire alarm control panel,
fire alarms, fire extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, and utility shut offs.

3. Teachers and staff will receive training on the location of the primary
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emergency evacuation routes and alternate routes from various points in the
building. During fire drills, students and staff will practice evacuations using
primary evacuation routes and alternate routes.

4. Certain employees, such as those who work in hazardous areas in the building,
will receive training on the locations and proper use of fire extinguishers and
protective clothing and equipment.

5. Fire drills will be conducted periodically without warning at various times of the
day and under different circumstances, e.g., lunchtime, recess, and during
assemblies. State law requires a minimum of five fire drills each school year,
consistent with Minnesota Statutes section 299F.30. See Minnesota Statutes,
section 121A.035.

[Note: The State Fire Marshal advises schools to defer fire drills during
the winter months.]

6. A record of fire drills conducted at the building will be maintained in the
building administrator’s office.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under
the Preparedness/Planning section, has a sample fire drills schedule
and log.]

7. The school district will have prearranged sites for emergency sheltering and
transportation as needed.

8. The school district will determine which staff will remain in the building to
perform essential functions if safe to do so (e.g., switchboard, building
engineer, etc.). The school district also will designate an administrator or his
or her designee to meet local fire or law enforcement agents upon their
arrival.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the
Response section, has a sample fire procedure form, evacuation/relocation
and student reunification/release procedures, and planning for student
reunification. ]

Facility Diagrams and Site Plans

All school buildings will have a facility diagram and site plan that includes the location
of primary and secondary evacuation routes, exits, designated safe areas inside and
outside of the building, and the location of fire alarm control panel, fire alarms, fire
extinguishers, hoses, water spigots, and utility shut offs. All facility diagrams and site
plans will be updated regularly and whenever a major change is made to a building.
Facility diagrams and site plans will be maintained by the building administrator and
will be easily accessible and on file in the school district office. Facility diagrams and
site plans will be provided to first responders, such as fire and law enforcement
personnel.

[Note: For single building school districts, such as charter schools, a
secondary location for the diagrams and site plans will be included in the
district’s Crisis Management Policy and may include filing documents with a
charter school sponsor, or compiling facility diagrams and site plans and en-a
€D-Rom-and-distributing copies to first responders or sharing the documents
with first responders during the crisis planning process.]
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[Note: To the extent data contained in facility diagrams and site plans
constitute security information pursuant to Minnesota Statutes section 13.37,
school districts are advised to consult with appropriate officials and/or legal
counsel prior to dissemination of the facility diagrams or site plans to anyone
other than first responders. ]

Emergency Telephone Numbers

Each building will maintain a current list of emergency telephone numbers and the
names and addresses of local, county, and state personnel who may be involved in a
crisis situation. The list will include telephone numbers for local police, fire,
ambulance, hospital, the Poison Control Center, county and state emergency
management agencies, local public works departments, local utility companies, the
public health nurse, mental health/suicide hotlines, and the county welfare agency. A
copy of this list will be kept on file in the school district office, or at a secondary
location for single building school districts and will be updated annually.

School district employees will receive training on how to make emergency contacts,
including 911 calls, when the school district’s main telephone number and location is
electronically conveyed to emergency personnel instead of the specific building in need
of emergency services.

School district plans will set forth a process to internally communicate an emergency,
using telephones in classrooms, intercom systems, or two-way radios, as well as the
procedure to enable the staff to rapidly convey emergency information to a building
designee. Each plan will identify a primary and secondary method of communication
for both internal and secondary use. It is recommended that the plan include several
methods of communication because computers, intercoms, telephones, and cell
phones may not be operational or may be dangerous to use during an emergency.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the
Preparedness/Planning section, has a sample Emergency Phone Numbers
list.]

Warning and Notification Systems

The school district shall maintain a warning system designed to inform students, staff,
and visitors of a crisis or emergency. This system shall be maintained on a regular
basis under the maintenance plan for all school buildings. The school district should
consider an alternate notification system to address the needs of staff and students
with special needs, such as vision or hearing.

The building administrator shall be responsible for informing students and employees
of the warning system and the means by which the system is used to identify a
specific crisis or emergency situation. Each school’s building-specific crisis
management plan will include the method and frequency of dissemination of the
warning system information to students and employees.

Early School Closure Procedures

The superintendent will make decisions about closing school or buildings as early in
the day as possible. The early school closure procedures will set forth the criteria for
early school closure (e.g., weather-related, utility failure, or a crisis situation), will
specify how closure decisions will be communicated to staff, students, families, and
the school community (designated broadcast media, local authorities, e-mail, or
district or school building web sites), and will discuss the factors to be considered in
closing and reopening a school or building.

Early school closure procedures also will include a reminder to parents and guardians
to listen to designated local radio and TV stations for school closing announcements,
where possible.
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[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the
Response section, provides universal procedures for severe weather shelter.]

Media Procedures

The superintendent has the authority and discretion to notify parents or guardians and
the school community in the event of a crisis or early school closure. The
superintendent will designate a spokesperson who will notify the media in the event of
a crisis or early school closure. The spokesperson shall receive training to ensure that
the district is in strict compliance with federal and state law relative to the release of
private data when conveying information to the media.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the
Response section, has a sample Media Procedures form.]

Behavioral Health Crisis Intervention Procedures

Short-term behavioral health crisis intervention procedures will set forth the procedure
for initiating behavioral health crisis intervention plans. The procedures will utilize
available resources including the school psychologist, counselor, community behavioral
health crisis intervention, or others in the community. Counseling procedures will be
used whenever the superintendent or the building administrator determines it to be
necessary, such as after an assault, a hostage situation, shooting, or suicide. The
behavioral health crisis intervention procedures shall include the following steps:

1. Administrator will meet with relevant persons, including school psychologists
and counselors, to determine the level of intervention needed for students and
staff.

2. Designate specific rooms as private counseling areas.

3. Escort siblings and close friends of any victims as well as others in need of

emotional support to the counseling areas.

4, Prohibit media from interviewing or questioning students or staff.
5. Provide follow-up services to students and staff who receive counseling.
6. Resume normal school routines as soon as possible.

Long-Term Recovery Intervention Procedures

Long-term recovery intervention procedures may involve both short-term and long-
term recovery planning:

1. Physical/structural recovery.
2. Fiscal recovery.

3. Academic recovery.

4. Social/emotional recovery.

[Note: The Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011 Edition), under the
Recovery section, addresses the recovery components in more detail.]

IV. ACTIVE SHOOTER DRILL

A.

Definitions
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"Active shooter drill" means an emergency preparedness drill designed to

teach students, teachers, school personnel, and staff how to respond in the
event of an armed intruder on campus or an armed assailant in the immediate
vicinity of the school. An active shooter drill is not an active shooter
simulation, nor may an active shooter drill include any sensorial components,
activities, or elements which mimic a real life shooting.

"Active shooter simulation"” means an emergency exercise including full-scale

or functional exercises, designed to teach adult school personnel and staff how
to respond in the event of an armed intruder on campus or an armed assailant
in the immediate vicinity of the school which also incorporates sensorial
components, activities, or elements mimicking a real life shooting. Activities or
elements mimicking a real life shooting include, but are not limited to,
simulation of tactical response by law enforcement. An active shooter
simulation is not an active shooter drill.

"Evidence-based" means a program or practice that demonstrates any of the

following:

a. a statistically significant effect on relevant outcomes based on any of
the following:

i. strong evidence from one or more well designed and well
implemented experimental studies;

ii. moderate evidence from one or more well designed and well
implemented quasi-experimental studies; or

iii. promising evidence from one or more well designed and well
implemented correlational studies with statistical controls for
selection bias; or

b. a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive
evaluations that the program or practice is likely to improve relevant
outcomes, including the ongoing efforts to examine the effects of the
program or practice.

"Full-scale exercise" means an operations-based exercise that is typically the

most complex and resource-intensive of the exercise types and often involves
multiple agencies, jurisdictions, organizations, and real-time movement of
resources.

"Functional exercises" means an operations-based exercise designed to assess

Criteria

and evaluate capabilities and functions while in a realistic, real-time
environment, however, movement of resources is usually simulated.

An_active shooter drill conducted according to Minnesota Statutes, section 121A.037

with students in early childhood through grade 12 must be:

accessible;

developmentally appropriate and age appropriate, including using appropriate

safety language and vocabulary;
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3. culturally aware;

4. trauma-informed; and

5. inclusive of accommodations for students with mobility restrictions, sensory
needs, developmental or physical disabilities, mental health needs, and
auditory or visual limitations.

Student Mental Health and Wellness

Active shooter drill protocols must include a reasonable amount of time immediately
following the drill for teachers to debrief with their students. The opportunity to debrief
must be provided to students before regular classroom activity may resume. During
the debrief period, students must be allowed to access any mental health services
available on campus, including counselors, school psychologists, social workers, or
cultural liaisons. An active shooter drill must not be combined or conducted
consecutively with any other type of emergency preparedness drill. An active shooter
drill _must be accompanied by an announcement prior to commencing. The
announcement must use concise and age-appropriate language and, at a minimum,
inform students there is no immediate danger to life and safety.

Notice

1. The school district must provide notice of a pending active shooter drill to
every student's parent or legal guardian before an active shooter drill is
conducted. Whenever practicable, notice must be provided at least 24 hours in
advance of a pending active shooter drill and inform the parent or legal
guardian of the right to opt their student out of participating.

2. If a student is opted out of participating in an active shooter drill, no negative
consequence must impact the student's general school attendance record nor
may nonparticipation alone make a student ineligible to participate in or attend
school activities.

3. The Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education must ensure the
availability of alternative safety education for students who are opted out of
participating or otherwise exempted from an active shooter drill. Alternative
safety education must provide essential safety instruction through less
sensorial safety training methods and must be appropriate for students with
mobility restrictions, sensory needs, developmental or physical disabilities,

mental health needs, and auditory or visual limitations.

Participation in Active Shooter Drills

Any student in early childhood through grade 12 must not be required to participate in
an active shooter drill that does not meet the Criteria set forth above.

Active Shooter Simulations

A student must not be required to participate in an active shooter simulation. An
active shooter simulation must not take place during regular school hours if a majority
of students are present, or expected to be present, at the school. A parent or legal
guardian of a student in grades 9 through 12 must have the opportunity to opt their
student into participating in an active shooter simulation.
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G. Violence Prevention

1. A school district or charter school conducting an active shooter drill must
provide students in middle school and high school at least one hour, or one
standard class period, of violence prevention training annually.

2. The violence prevention training must be evidence-based and may be
delivered in-person, virtually, or digitally. Training must, at a minimum, teach
students the following:

a. how to identify observable warning signs and signals of an individual
who may be at risk of harming oneself or others;

b. the importance of taking threats seriously and seeking help; and

C. the steps to report dangerous, violent, threatening, harmful, or
potentially harmful activity.

3. A school district or charter school must ensure that students have the
opportunity to contribute to their school's safety and violence prevention
planning, aligned with the recommendations for multihazard planning for
schools, including but not limited to:

a. student opportunities for leadership related to prevention and safety;

b. encouragement and support to students in establishing clubs and
programs focused on safety; and

C. providing students with the opportunity to seek help from adults and
to learn about prevention connected to topics including bullying, sexual
harassment, sexual assault, and suicide.

H. Board Meeting

At a reqgularly scheduled school board meeting, a school board of a district that has
conducted an active shooter drill must consider the following:

1. the effect of active shooter drills on the safety of students and staff; and
2. the effect of active shooter drills on the mental health and wellness of students
and staff.

SAMPLE PROCEDURES INCLUDED IN THIS POLICY

Sample procedures for the various hazards/emergencies listed below are attached to this
Policy for use when drafting specific crisis management plans. Additional sample procedures
may be found in the Response section of the Comprehensive School Safety Guide (2011
Edition). After approval by the school board, an adopted procedure will become an addendum
to the Crisis Management Policy.

A. Fire
B. Hazardous Materials
C. Severe Weather: Tornado/Severe Thunderstorm/Flooding
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W,

Medical Emergency
Fight/Disturbance

Assault

Intruder

Weapons

Shooting

Hostage

Bomb Threat

Chemical or Biological Threat
Checklist for Telephone Threats
Demonstration

Suicide

Lock-down Procedures
Shelter-In-Place Procedures
Evacuation/Relocation

Media Procedures

Post-Crisis Procedures

School Emergency Response Team
Emergency Phone Numbers

Highly Contagious Serious Iliness or Pandemic Flu

MISCELLANEOUS PROCEDURES

A.

Chemical Accidents

Procedures for reporting chemical accidents shall be posted at key locations such as
chemistry labs, art rooms, swimming pool areas, and janitorial closets.

[Note: School buildings must maintain Material Safety Data Sheets (M.S.D.S.)
for all chemicals on campus. State law, federal law, and OSHA require that
pertinent staff have access to M.S.D.S. in the event of a chemical accident.]

Visitors

The school district shall implement procedures mandating visitor sign in and visitors in
school buildings. See MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to School District
Buildings and Sites).

The school district shall implement procedures to minimize outside entry into school

buildings except at designated check-in points and assure that all doors are locked
prior to and after regular building hours.
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C. Student Victims of Criminal Offenses at or on School Property

The school district shall establish procedures allowing student victims of criminal
offenses on school property the opportunity to transfer to another school within the
school district.

[Note: The Every Student Succeeds Act, 20 United States Code section 6301,
et seq.; Title IX, 20 United States Code section 1681, et seq.; and the Unsafe
School Choice Option, 20 United States Code section 7912, require school
districts to establish such transfer procedures.]

D. Radiological Emergencies at Nuclear Generating Plants [OPTIONAL]

School districts within a 10-mile radius of the Monticello or Prairie Island nuclear
power plants will implement crisis plans in the event of an accident or incident at the
power plant.

Questions relative to the creation or implementation of such plans will be directed to
the Minnesota Department of Public Safety.

Legal References: Minn. Stat. Ch. 12 (Emergency Management)
Minn. Stat. Ch. 12A (Natural Disaster; State Assistance)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.035 (Crisis Management Policy)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.038 (Students Safe at School)
Minn. Stat. § 121A.06 (Reports of Dangerous Weapon Incidents in School
Zones)
Minn. Stat. § 299F.30 (Fire Drill in School; Doors and Exits)
Minn. Stat. § 326B.02, Subd. 6 (Powers)
Minn. Stat. § 326B.106 (General Powers of Commissioner of Labor and
Industry)
Minn. Stat. § 609.605, Subd. 4 (Trespasses)
Minn. Rules Ch. 7511 (Fire Code)
20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq. (Title IX)
20 U.S.C. § 6301, et seq. (Every Student Succeeds Act)
20 U.S.C. § 7912 (Unsafe School Choice Option)
42 U.S.C. § 5121 et seq. (Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance)

Cross References: MSBA/MASA Model Policy 407 (Employee Right to Know — Exposure to
Hazardous Substances)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 413 (Harassment and Violence)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 501 (School Weapons Policy)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 506 (Student Discipline)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 532 (Use of Peace Officers and Crisis Teams to
Remove Students with IEPs from School Grounds)
MSBA/MASA Model Policy 903 (Visitors to School District Buildings and Sites
Comprehensive School Safety Guide
Minnesota School Safety Center - Resources (mn.gov)

806-12


https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/mn-school-safety-center/Pages/resources.aspx

Kevin Januszewski and I recommend approving the following Health Insurance Rate increases
for the plan year October 1, 2023 to September 30, 2024.

Becker Public Schools - Monthly Health Insurance Premiums

H.S.A. H.S.A.
$15 Co-Pay $20 Co-Pay $1,600/5$3,200 $4,000/58,000
Single Family Single Family Single Family Single Family
2022-23 $857 $2,278 $783 $2,094 $669 $1,775 $525 $1,410
Increase $210 $389 $251 $491 $162 $303 $145 $264
2023-24* $1,067 $2,667 $1,034 $2,585 $831 $2,078 $670 $1,674

*Plan Year is Oct. 1, 2023 through Sept. 30, 2024
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