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General Personnel

Hiring Process and Criteria

The District hires the most qualified personnel consistent with budget and staffing requirements and in
compliance with School Board policy on equal employment opportunity and minority recruitment. The
Superintendent is responsible for recruiting personnel and making hiring recommendations to the
Board. If the Superintendent’s recommendation is rejected, the Superintendent must submit another.
No individual will be employed who has been convicted of a criminal offense listed in 105 ILCS 5/21B-
80(c).

All applicants must complete a District application in order to be considered for employment.

Job Descriptions

The Board maintains the Superintendent’s job description and directs, through policy, the
Superintendent, in his or her charge of the District’s administration.

The Superintendent shall develop and maintain a current comprehensive job description for each
position or job category; however, a provision in a collective bargaining agreement or individual
contract will control in the event of a conflict.

Investigations

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that a fingerprint-based criminal history records check and
a check of the Statewide Sex Offender Database and Violent Offender Against Youth Database is
performed on each applicant as required by State law. When the applicant is a successful superintendent
candidate who has been offered employment by the Board, the Board President shall ensure that these
checks are completed. The Superintendent or designee, or if the applicant is a successful superintendent
candidate, then the Board President shall notify an applicant if the applicant is identified in either
database. The School Code requires the Board President to keep a conviction record confidential and
share it only with the Superintendent, Regional Superintendent, State Superintendent, State Educator
Preparation and Licensure Board, any other person necessary to the hiring decision, the IIl. State Police
and/or Statewide Sex Offender Database for purposes of clarifying the information, and/or the
Teachers’ Retirement System of the State of Illinois when required by law. The Board reserves its right
to authorize additional background inquiries beyond a fingerprint-based criminal history records check
when it deems it appropriate to do so, in accordance with applicable laws.

Each newly hired employee must complete a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Form as
required by federal law.

The District retains the right to discharge any employee whose criminal background investigation
reveals a conviction for committing or attempting to commit any of the offenses outlined in 105 ILCS
5/21B-80 or who falsifies, or omits facts from, his or her employment application or other employment
documents. If an indicated finding of abuse or neglect of a child has been issued by the Ill. Department
of Children and Family Services or by a child welfare agency of another jurisdiction for any applicant
for student teaching, applicant for employment, or any District employee, then the Board must consider
that person’s status as a condition of employment.

The Superintendent shall ensure that the District does not engage in any investigation or inquiry
prohibited by law and complies with each of the following:
1. The District uses an applicant’s credit history or report from a consumer reporting agency only
when a satisfactory credit history is an established bona fide occupational requirement of a
particular position.
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2. The District does not screen applicants based on their current or prior wages or salary histories,
including benefits or other compensation, by requiring that the wage or salary history satisfy
minimum or maximum criteria.

3. The District does not request or require a wage or salary history as a condition of being
considered for employment, being interviewed, continuing to be considered for an offer of
employment, an offer of employment, or an offer of compensation.

4. The District does not request or require an applicant to disclose wage or salary history as a
condition of employment.

5. The District does not ask an applicant or applicant’s current or previous employers about wage
or salary history, including benefits or other compensation.

6. The District does not ask an applicant or applicant’s previous employers about claim(s) made
or benefit(s) received under the Workers” Compensation Act.

7. The District does not request of an applicant or employee access in any manner to his or her
personal online account, such as social networking websites, including a request for passwords
to such accounts.

8. The District provides equal employment opportunities to all persons. See Board policy 5:10,
Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment.

Sexual Misconduct Related Employment History Review (EHR)

Prior to hiring an applicant for a position involving direct contact with children or students, the
Superintendent shall ensure that an EHR is performed as required by State law. When the applicant is
a superintendent candidate, the Board President shall ensure that the EHR is initiated before a successful
superintendent candidate is offered employment by the Board.

Physical Examinations

Each new employee must furnish evidence of physical fitness to perform assigned duties and freedom
from communicable disease. The physical fitness examination must be performed by a physician
licensed in Illinois, or any other state, to practice medicine and surgery in any of its branches, a licensed
advanced practice registered nurse, or a licensed physician assistant who has been delegated the
authority by his or her supervising physician to perform health examinations. The employee must have
the physical examination performed no more than 90 days before submitting evidence of it to the
District.

Any employee may be required to have an additional examination by a physician who is licensed in
Illinois to practice medicine and surgery in all its branches, a licensed advanced practice registered
nurse, or a licensed physician assistant who has been delegated the authority by his or her supervising
physician to perform health examinations, if the examination is job-related and consistent with business
necessity. The Board will pay the expenses of such examination.

Orientation Program

The District’s staff will provide an orientation program for new employees to acquaint them with the
District’s policies and procedures, the school’s rules and regulations, and the responsibilities of their
position. Before beginning employment, each employee must sign the Acknowledgement of Mandated
Reporter Status form as provided in Board policy 5:90, Abused and Neglected Child Reporting.
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8 U.S.C. §1324a et seq., Immigration Reform and Control Act.

15 U.S.C. §1681 et seq., Fair Credit Reporting Act.

42 U.S.C. §12112, Americans with Disabilities Act; 29 C.F.R. Part 1630.

105 ILCS 5/10-16.7, 5/10-20.7, 5/10-21.4, 5/10-21.9, 5/10-22.34, 5/10-22.34b,
5/21B-10, 5/21B-80, 5/21B-85, 5/22-6.5, 5/22-94, and 5/24-5.

20 ILCS 2630/3.3, Criminal Identification Act.

820 ILCS 55/, Right to Privacy in the Workplace Act.

820 ILCS 70/, Employee Credit Privacy Act.

820 ILCS 112/, Equal Pay Act of 2003.

Duldulao v. St. Mary of Nazareth Hospital, 136 Ill. App. 3d 763 (1st Dist. 1985),
aff’d in part and remanded 115 111.2d 482 (1ll. 1987).

Kaiser v. Dixon, 127 Ill. App. 3d 251 (2nd Dist. 1984).

Molitor v. Chicago Title & Trust Co., 325 Ill. App. 124 (1st Dist. 1945).

2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 3:50 (Administrative Personnel Other Than
the Superintendent), 4:60 (Purchases and Contracts), 4:175 (Convicted Child Sex
Offender; Screening; Notifications), 5:10 (Equal Employment Opportunity and
Minority Recruitment), 5:40 (Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease),
5:90 (Abused and Neglected Child Reporting), 5:120 (Employee Ethics; Code of
Professional Conduct; and Conflict of Interest), 5:125 (Personal Technology and
Social Media; Usage and Conduct), 5:220 (Substitute Teachers), 5:280 (Duties and
Qualifications)
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General Personnel

Drug- and Alcohol-Free Workplace; E-Cigarette, Tobacco, and Cannabis Prohibition

All District workplaces are drug- and alcohol-free workplaces.

An employee is on call when the District schedules the employee with at least 24 hours’ notice to be
on standby or otherwise responsible for performing employment-related tasks either at the District or
another location previously designated by the District. All employees are prohibited from engaging in
any of the following activities while on District premises or while performing work or being on call for
the District:

Unlawful manufacture, dispensing, distribution, possession, or use of an illegal or controlled
substance.

Distribution, consumption, use, possession, or being impaired by or under the influence of an
alcoholic beverage; being present on District premises or while performing work for the
District when alcohol consumption is detectible, regardless of when and/or where the use
occurred.

Distribution, consumption, possession, use, or being impaired by or under the influence of
cannabis; being present on District premises or while performing work for the District when
impaired by or under the influence of cannabis, regardless of when and/or where the use
occurred, unless distribution, possession, and/or use is by a school nurse or school administrator
pursuant to Ashley’s Law, 105 ILCS 5/22-33. The District considers employees impaired by or
under the influence of cannabis when there is a good faith belief that an employee manifests
specific articulable symptoms while working that decrease or lessen the employee’s
performance of the duties or tasks of the employee’s job position.

Upon the Superintendent or designee’s reasonable suspicion of an employee’s violation of any of the
prohibited activities stated above, the Superintendent or designee may direct the employee to undergo
a drug and/or alcohol test to corroborate or refute the alleged violation. State law protects the District
from liability when it takes actions pursuant to a reasonable workplace drug policy, including but not
limited to subjecting an employee or applicant to reasonable drug and alcohol testing, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory random drug testing, discipline, termination of employment, or withdrawal of a job
offer due to a failure of a drug test.

For purposes of this policy, a controlled substance means a substance that is:
Not legally obtainable,
Being used in a manner different than prescribed,
Legally obtainable, but has not been legally obtained, or
Referenced in federal or State controlled substance acts.

For purposes of this policy, District premises means workplace as defined in the Cannabis Regulation
and Tax Act (CRTA) in addition to District and school buildings, grounds, and parking areas; vehicles
used for school purposes; and any location used for a School Board meeting, school athletic event, or
other school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities. School grounds means the real
property comprising any school, any conveyance used to transport students to school or a school-related
activity, and any public way within 1,000 feet of any school ground, designated school bus stops where
students are waiting for the school bus, and school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities.
“Vehicles used for school purposes” means school buses or other school vehicles.

As a condition of employment, each employee shall:
Abide by the terms of this Board policy respecting a drug- and alcohol-free workplace; and
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Notify his or her supervisor of his or her conviction under any criminal drug statute for a violation
occurring on the District premises or while performing work for the District, no later than five
calendar days after such a conviction.

Unless otherwise prohibited by this policy, prescription and over-the-counter medications are not
prohibited when taken in standard dosages and/or according to prescriptions from the employee’s
licensed health care provider, provided that an employee’s work performance is not impaired.

To make employees aware of the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse, the Superintendent or designee
shall perform each of the following:

Provide each employee with a copy of this policy.
Post notice of this policy in a place where other information for employees is posted.
Make available materials from local, State, and national anti-drug and alcohol-abuse organizations.
Enlist the aid of community and State agencies with drug and alcohol informational and
rehabilitation programs to provide information to District employees.
Establish a drug-free awareness program to inform employees about:
The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace,
Available drug and alcohol counseling, rehabilitation, re-entry, and any employee
assistance programs, and
The penalties that the District may impose upon employees for violations of this policy.
Remind employees that Board policy 6:60, Curriculum Content, requires the District to educate
students, depending upon their grade, about drug and substance abuse prevention and
relationships between drugs, alcohol, and violence.

E-Cigarette, Tobacco, and Cannabis Prohibition

All employees are covered by the conduct prohibitions contained in policy 8:30, Visitors to and
Conduct on School Property. The prohibition on the use of e-cigarettes, tobacco, and cannabis products
applies both (1) when an employee is on school property, and (2) while an employee is performing
work for the District at a school event regardless of the event’s location.

Tobacco has the meaning provided in 105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b.
Cannabis has the meaning provided in the CRTA, 410 ILCS 705/1-10.

E-Cigarette is short for electronic cigarette and includes, but is not limited to, any electronic nicotine
delivery system (ENDS), electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, electronic hookah, vape
pen, or similar product or device, and any components or parts that can be used to build the product or
device.

District Action Upon Violation of Policy

An employee who violates this policy may be subject to disciplinary action, including termination. In
addition or alternatively, the Board may require an employee to successfully complete an appropriate
drug- or alcohol-abuse rehabilitation program.

The Board shall take disciplinary action with respect to an employee convicted of a drug offense in the
workplace within 30 days after receiving notice of the conviction.

Should District employees be engaged in the performance of work under a federal contract or grant, or
under a State contract or grant of $5,000 or more, the Superintendent shall notify the appropriate State
or federal agency from which the District receives contract or grant monies of the employee’s
conviction within 10 days after receiving notice of the conviction.

Disclaimer

The Board reserves the right to interpret, revise or discontinue any provision of this policy pursuant to
the Suspension of Policies subhead in Board policy 2:240, Board Policy Development.
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20 U.S.C. §7101 et seq., Safe and Drug-Free School and Communities Act of 1994.

21 U.S.C. §812, Controlled Substances Act; 21 C.F.R. §1308.11-1308.15.

41 U.S.C. §8101 et seq., Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988.

42 U.S.C. §12114, Americans With Disabilities Act.

21 C.F.R. Parts 1100, 1140, and 1143.

30 ILCS 580/, Drug-Free Workplace Act.

105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b.

410 ILCS 82/, Smoke Free Illinois Act.

410 ILCS 130/, Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Program Act.

410 ILCS 705/1-1 et seq., Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act.

720 ILCS 675, Prevention of Tobacco Use by Persons under 21 Years of Age and
Sale and Distribution of Tobacco Products Act.

820 ILCS 55/, Right to Privacy in the Workplace Act.

23 Tll.Admin.Code §22.20.

5:10 (Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment), 5:120
(Employee Ethics; Code of Professional Conduct; and Conflict of Interest), 6:60
(Curriculum Content), 8:30 (Visitors to and Conduct on School Property)
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Professional Personnel

L.eaves of Absence

Each of the provisions in this policy applies to all professional personnel to the extent that it does not
conflict with an applicable collective bargaining agreement or individual employment contract or
benefit plan; in the event of a conflict, such provision is severable and the applicable bargaining
agreement or individual agreement will control.

Sick and Bereavement Leave

Each full-time professional staff member is granted 10 days sick leave each school year at full pay.
Unused days are allowed to accumulate to 180 days. Sick leave is defined in State law as personal
illness, mental or behavioral health complications, quarantine at home, serious illness or death in the
immediate family or household, or birth, adoption, placement for adoption, or the acceptance of a child
in need of foster care.

As a condition for paying sick leave after three days absence for personal illness or as the Board or
Superintendent deem necessary in other cases, the Board or Superintendent may require that the staff
member provide a certificate from: (1) a physician licensed in Illinois to practice medicine and surgery
in all its branches, (2) a mental health professional licensed in Illinois providing ongoing care or
treatment to the staff member, (3) a chiropractic physician licensed under the Medical Practice Act, (4)
a licensed advanced practice registered nurse, (5) a licensed physician assistant who has been delegated
the authority to perform health examinations by his or her supervising physician, or (6) if the treatment
is by prayer or spiritual means, a spiritual adviser or practitioner of the employee’s faith. If the Board
or Superintendent requires a certificate during a leave of less than three days for personal illness, the
District shall pay the expenses incurred by the employee.

Staff members are entitled to use up to 30 days of paid sick leave because of the birth of a child that is
not dependent on the need to recover from childbirth. Such days may be used at any time within the
12-month period following the birth of the child. Intervening periods of nonworking days or school not
being in session, such as breaks and holidays, do not count towards the 30 working school days. As a
condition of paying sick leave beyond the 30 working school days, the Board or Superintendent may
require medical certification.

For purposes of adoption, placement for adoption, or acceptance of a child in need of foster care, paid
sick leave may be used for reasons related to the formal adoption or the formal foster care process prior
to taking custody of the child or accepting the child in need of foster care, and for taking custody of the
child or accepting the child in need of foster care. Such leave is limited to 30 days, unless a longer leave
is provided in an applicable collective bargaining agreement, and need not be used consecutively once
the formal adoption or foster care process is underway. The Board or Superintendent may require that
the employee provide evidence that the formal adoption or foster care process is underway.

Family Bereavement Leave

State law allows a maximum of 10 unpaid work days for eligible employees (Family and Medical Leave
Act of 1993, 20 U.S.C. §2601 et seq.) to take family bereavement leave. The purpose, requirements,
scheduling, and all other terms of the leave are governed by the Family Bereavement Leave Act.
Eligible employees may use family bereavement leave, without any adverse employment action, for:
(1) attendance by the bereaved staff member at the funeral or alternative to a funeral of a covered family
member, which includes an employee’s child, stepchild, spouse, domestic partner, sibling, parent,
mother-in-law, father-in-law, grandchild, grandparent, or stepparent (2) making arrangements
necessitated by the death of the covered family member, (3) grieving the death of the covered family
member, or (4) absence from work due to a Significant Event, which includes: (i) miscarriage, (ii) an
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unsuccessful round of intrauterine insemination or of an assisted reproductive technology procedure,
(iii) a failed adoption match or an adoption that is not finalized because it is contested by another party,
(iv) a failed surrogacy agreement, (v) a diagnosis that negatively impacts pregnancy or fertility, or (vi)
a still birth. An employee qualifying for leave due to a Significant Event will not be required to identify
which specific reason applies to the employee’s request.

The leave must be completed within 60 days after the date on which the employee received notice of
the death of the covered family member or the date on which an event under item (4) above occurs.
However, in the event of the death of more than one covered family member in a 12-month period, an
employee is entitled to up to a total of six weeks of bereavement leave during the 12-month period,
subject to certain restrictions under State and federal law. Other existing forms of leave may be
substituted for the leave provided in the Family Bereavement Leave Act. This policy does not create
any right for an employee to take family bereavement leave that is inconsistent with the Family
Bereavement Leave Act.

Child Extended Bereavement Leave

Unpaid leave from work is available to employees who experience the loss of a child by suicide or
homicide. The Child Extended Bereavement Leave Act governs the duration, scheduling, continuity of
benefits, and all other terms of the leave. Accordingly, if the District employs at least 50 but not more
than 249 employees on a full-time basis, an employee is entitled to a total of six weeks of unpaid leave
within one year after the employee notifies the District of the loss. An employee may elect to substitute
other forms of leave to which the employee is entitled for the leave provided under the Child Extended
Bereavement Leave Act.

Sabbatical Leave

Sabbatical leave may be granted in accordance with the School Code.

Personal Leave

Professional staff members are granted one personal leave day per year. A personal leave day is defined
as a day to allow professional personnel time to conduct personal business (but not vacation, travel, or
work stoppage), which is impossible to schedule at a time other than during a school day. Any unused
personal leave day in a school year will be credited to the cumulative sick leave.

The use of a personal day is subject to the following conditions:

Except in cases of emergency or unavoidable situations, personal leave requests should be
submitted to the Building Principal three days in advance of the requested date,

No personal leave days may be used immediately before or immediately after a holiday unless the
Superintendent grants prior approval,

Personal leave may not be used in increments of less than one-half day,

Personal leave days are subject to a substitute’s availability,

Personal leave days may not be used during the first and/or last five days of the school year,

Personal leave days may not be used on in-service and/or institute training days, and

Personal leave may not be used by more than 10% of the teaching staff in each building at the same
time.

Leave of Absence Without Pay

The Board may grant a leave of absence without pay to tenured professional staff members who have
rendered satisfactory service and desire to return to employment in a similar capacity at a time
determined by the Board.

Each leave of absence shall be of the shortest possible duration required to meet the leave’s purpose
consistent with a reasonable continuity of instruction for students.
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Leave to Serve as an Election Judge

Any staff member who was appointed to serve as an election judge under State law may, after giving
at least 20-days’ written notice to the District, be absent without pay for the purpose of serving as an
election judge. The staff member is not required to use any form of paid leave to serve as an election
Jjudge. No more than 10% of the District’s employees may be absent to serve as election judges on the
same Election Day.

Child-Rearing Leave

The Board shall grant a professional staff member’s request for a non-paid, child-rearing leave, not to
exceed the balance of the school year plus one additional school year (but in no event shall such leave
exceed three semesters), provided the request complies with this policy. Nothing in this section shall
prohibit a professional staff member from using paid sick days as provided in this policy.

A teacher should request, if possible, a child-rearing leave by notifying the Superintendent in writing
no later than 90 days before the requested leave’s beginning date. The request should include the
proposed leave dates. The leave shall end before a new school year begins or before the first day of
school after winter recess.

Subject to the insurance carrier’s approval, the teacher may maintain insurance benefits at his or her
own expense during a child-rearing leave.

A professional staff member desiring to return before the leave’s expiration will be assigned to an
available vacancy for which the teacher is qualified, subject to scheduling efficiency and instruction
continuity.

Leaves for Service in the Military

Leaves for service in the U.S. Armed Services or any of its reserve components and the National Guard,
as well as re-employment rights, will be granted in accordance with State and federal law. A
professional staff member hired to replace one in military service does not acquire tenure.

General Assembly Leave

Leaves for service in the General Assembly, as well as re-employment rights, will be granted in
accordance with State and federal law. A professional staff member hired to replace one in the General
Assembly does not acquire tenure.

Leave for Employment in Department of Defense

The Board may grant teachers a leave of absence to accept employment in a Dept. of Defense overseas
school.

School Visitation Leave

An eligible professional staff member is entitled to eight hours during any school year, no more than
four hours of which may be taken on any given day, to attend school conferences, behavioral meetings,
or academic meetings related to the teacher’s child, if the conference or meeting cannot be scheduled
during non-work hours. Professional staff members must first use all accrued vacation leave, personal
leave, compensatory leave, and any other leave that may be granted to the professional staff member,
except sick, and disability leave.

The Superintendent shall develop administrative procedures implementing this policy consistent with
the School Visitation Rights Act.
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Leaves for Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Violence, Gender Violence, or Other Crime of
Violence

An unpaid leave from work is available to any staff member who: (1) is a victim of domestic violence,
sexual violence, gender violence, or any other crime of violence or (2) has a family or household
member who is a victim of such violence whose interests are not adverse to the employee as it relates
to the domestic violence, sexual violence, gender violence, or any other crime of violence. The unpaid
leave allows the employee to seek medical help, legal assistance, counseling, safety planning, and other
assistance, and to grieve and attend to matters necessitated by the death of a family or household
member who is killed in a crime of violence, without suffering adverse employment action.

The Victims’ Economic Security and Safety Act (VESSA) governs the purpose, requirements,
scheduling, and continuity of benefits, and all other terms of the leave. Accordingly, if the District
employs at least 50 employees, and subject to any exceptions in VESSA, an employee is entitled to a
total of 12 work weeks of unpaid leave during any 12-month period. Neither the law nor this policy
creates a right for an employee to take unpaid leave that exceeds the unpaid leave time allowed under,
or is in addition to the unpaid leave time permitted by, the federal Family and Medical Leave Act of
1993 (29 U.S.C. §2601 et seq.).

Leaves to Serve as an Officer, Trustee, or Representative of a Specific Organization

Upon request, the Board will grant: (1) an unpaid leave of absence to an elected officer of a State or
national teacher organization that represents teachers in collective bargaining negotiations, (2) up to 20
days of paid leave of absence per year to a trustee of the Teachers® Retirement System in accordance
with 105 ILCS 5/24-6.3, (3) a paid leave of absence for the local association president of a State teacher
association that is an exclusive bargaining agent in the District, or his or her designee, to attend
meetings, workshops, or seminars as described in 105 ILCS 5/24-6.2, and (4) up to 10 days of paid
leave per school term for teachers elected to represent a statewide teacher association in federal
advocacy work in accordance with 105 ILCS 5/24-3.5.

COVID-19 Paid Administrative Leave

When applicable, paid administrative leave related to COVID-19 will be granted to eligible employees
in accordance with State law.

Family Neonatal Intensive Care Leave

An unpaid leave from work is available to any staff member whose child is a patient in a neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU) in accordance with the requirements of the Family Neonatal Intensive Care
Leave Act. If the District employs at least 51 employees, an employee is entitled to a total of 20 days
of unpaid leave while a child of the employee is a patient in a NICU. The District may require
reasonable verification of the employee's child's length of stay in a NICU.
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LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/10-20.83, 5/24-6, 5/24-6.1, 5/24-6.2, 5/24-6.3, 5/24-13, and 5/24-13.1.
10 ILCS 5/13-2.5, Election Code.
330 ILCS 61/, Service Member Employment and Reemployment Rights Act.
820 ILCS 147/, School Visitation Rights Act.
820 ILCS 154/, Family Bereavement Leave Act.
820 ILCS 156/, Child Extended Bereavement Leave Act.
820 ILCS 157/, Family Neonatal Intensive Care Leave Act.
820 ILCS 180/, Victims’ Economic Security and Safety Act.

CROSS REF.: 5:180 (Temporary Illness or Temporary Incapacity), 5:185 (Family and Medical
Leave), 5:330 (Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves)



