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Our Goal

To design an Advanced Academics system that:
❖ Provides appropriate challenge and rigor
❖ Supports social-emotional development
❖ Expands access and opportunity
❖ Creates a clear K-8 pathway
❖ Is sustainable and scalable across District 45



Committee Membership

Stakeholder Group Representation

Parents 10

Teachers 5

Building Administrators 3

District Leadership 1



Our Process



Shared Beliefs For Decision-Making



Research-Based Approaches Studied



Decision-Making Criteria
The committee examined:
● Student impact
● Equity and access
● Ease of implementation
● Professional learning 

needs

● Parent understanding
● Sustainability
● Alignment to district 

beliefs
● Cost



Key Learning #1

The strongest future system combines multiple research-based practices 
rather than relying on a single advanced learner program.

Most Frequently Supported Components:

Cluster Grouping

Flexible Grouping

Differentiated Instruction

Curriculum Compacting

Enrichment Opportunities



Key Learning #2

Strong classroom instruction is the foundation to successful advanced 
academics programming.

Successful advanced academics depends on:

Teacher expertise

Flexible instructional practices

Meaningful challenge

Student readiness

Ongoing progress monitoring



Emerging Recommendation

Near-Term Priorities

Implement and strengthen:
❏ Strengthen flexible instructional 

grouping practices
❏ Increase opportunities for 

appropriate academic challenge
❏ Expand instructional practices 

that respond to demonstrated 
student readiness

❏ Continue building teacher 
capacity to meet the needs of 
advanced learners

Future Design Principles

As district capacity and resources 
allow, continue to:
❏ Expand opportunities for 

advanced learners
❏ Increase access to rigorous and 

engaging learning experiences
❏ Strengthen instructional practices 

that respond to student readiness
❏ Build a coherent K–8 advanced 

learning system
❏ Refine pathways based on 

research, data, and stakeholder 
feedback



What Hasn’t Changed

❖ Our commitment to challenging every learner.

❖ Our belief that advanced learners deserve rigorous opportunities.

❖ Our commitment to identifying students through multiple measures.

❖ Our expectation that every student can continue to grow.

❖ Our work to build a stronger, more equitable K-8 system.


