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Students 

Teen Dating Violence Prohibited 1 

Engaging in teen dating violence that takes place at school, on school property, at school-sponsored 

activities, or in vehicles used for school-provided transportation is prohibited.2 For purposes of this policy, 

the term teen dating violence occurs whenever a student who is 13 to 19 years of age uses or threatens to 

use physical, mental, or emotional abuse to control an individual in the dating relationship; or uses or 

threatens to use sexual violence in the dating relationship. 3 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and maintain a program to respond to incidents of teen dating 

violence that: 4 

1. Fully implements and enforces each of the following Board policies: 5 

a. 2:260, Uniform Grievance Procedure. This policy provides a method for any student, 

parent/guardian, employee, or community member to file a complaint if he or she believes that 

the School Board, its employees, or its agents have violated his or her rights under the State or 

federal Constitution, State or federal statute, Board policy, or various enumerated bases. 

b. 2:265, Title IX Grievance Procedure. This policy prohibits a District employee, agent, or 

student from engaging in sexual harassment in violation of Title IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972. Prohibited conduct includes but is not limited to sexual assault, dating 

violence, domestic violence, and stalking. 

c. 7:20, Harassment of Students Prohibited. This policy prohibits any person, including a District 

employee, agent, or student, from harassing intimidating, or bullying a student based on the 

student’s actual or perceived characteristics of sex; sexual orientation; gender identity; and 

gender-related identity or expression (this policy includes more protected statuses). 

d. 7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment. This policy 

prohibits students from engaging in bullying, intimidation, and harassment at school, school-

related events and electronically. Prohibited conduct includes threats, stalking, physical 

violence, sexual harassment, sexual violence, theft, public humiliation, destruction of property, 

or retaliation for asserting or alleging an act of bullying. 

                                                 
1 All school boards must have a policy on teen dating violence. 105 ILCS 5/27-240, renumbered by P.A. 104-391. This sample 

policy is designed to align with a district’s already-existing procedures for reporting bullying and school violence. See f/n 7. The 

curriculum components for teen dating violence education, which apply to districts with students enrolled in grades 7 through 12, 

are listed in sample administrative procedure 6:60-AP1, Comprehensive Health Education Program. 

2 105 ILCS 5/27-240(b)(1), renumbered by P.A. 104-391. School officials must proceed carefully before disciplining a student 

for out-of-school conduct. A school’s authority over off-campus conduct is much more limited than incidents that occur on school 

grounds. However, school officials may generally: (1) remove a student from extracurricular activities when the conduct code for 

participation requires students to conduct themselves at all times as good citizens and exemplars of the school (see sample policy 

7:240, Conduct Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities); and (2) suspend or expel a student from school attendance 

when the student’s expression causes substantial disruption to school operations. 

3 105 ILCS 5/27-240(a), renumbered by P.A. 104-391. For districts that wish to broaden the ages (e.g., perhaps include 11-

12 year olds in a middle school setting), delete the following phrase from the first sentence: “who is 13 to 19 years of age”. The 

law defines dating or dating relationship as an “ongoing social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature between two persons.” 

The terms do not include “a casual relationship or ordinary fraternization between two persons in a business or social context.” 

4 Required by 105 ILCS 5/27-240(b)(3), renumbered by P.A. 104-391. 

5 Be sure the referenced board policies, as adopted locally, contain the language paraphrased in this policy. If not, either 

substitute similar language from the locally adopted board policies on the same topics, or just insert the titles from relevant locally 

adopted policies. 

The statutory content requirements for a teen dating policy include “establish[ing] procedures for the manner in which 

employees of a school are to respond to incidents of teen dating violence.” This policy fulfills this requirement by incorporating by 

reference the following administrative procedure: 7:180-AP1, Prevention, Identification, Investigation, and Response to Bullying. 

This means that 7:180-AP1 should be considered to be part of this policy. 
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2. Encourages anyone with information about incidents of teen dating violence to report them to any 

of the following individuals: 6 

a. Any school staff member. School staff shall respond to incidents of teen dating violence by 

following the District’s established procedures for the prevention, identification, investigation, 

and response to bullying and school violence. 7 

b. The Nondiscrimination Coordinator, Building Principal, Assistant Building Principal, Dean of 

Students, or a Complaint Manager identified in Board policy 7:20, Harassment of Students 

Prohibited. 8 

3. Incorporates age-appropriate instruction in grades 7 through 12, in accordance with the District’s 

comprehensive health education program in Board policy 6:60, Curriculum Content. This includes 

incorporating student social and emotional development into the District’s educational program as 

required by State law and in alignment with Board policy 6:65, Student Social and Emotional 

Development. 9 

4. Incorporates education for school staff, as recommended by the Nondiscrimination Coordinator, 

Building Principal, Assistant Building Principal, Dean of Students, or a Complaint Manager. 10 

5. Notifies students and parents/guardians of this policy. 11 

                                                 
6 105 ILCS 5/27-240(b)(4), renumbered by P.A. 104-391, requires the policy to identify by job title which school officials are 

responsible for receiving reports related to teen dating violence. 

7 Id. at f/ns 5 and 6. Sexual violence is one listed component of teen dating violence. 105 ILCS 5/27-240(a), renumbered by 

P.A. 104-391. Sexual violence has also been found by the Ill. Gen. Assembly to be a component of bullying and school violence. 

105 ILCS 5/22-110, renumbered by P.A. 104-391. Thus, identifying any school staff member is consistent with sample 

administrative procedure 7:180-AP1, Prevention, Identification, Investigation, and Response to Bullying, which uses the student-

friendly reporting system outlined in sample exhibit 7:180-AP1, E2, Be a Hero by Reporting Bullying. 

8 Id. Under any reporting system, a report involving bullying and school violence that is based upon a protected status (often 

teen dating violence will involve conduct based upon the target’s sex) must be referred to the district’s Nondiscrimination 

Coordinator, Building Principal, Assistant Building Principal, Dean of Students, or a Complaint Manager (7:20, Harassment of 

Students Prohibited). Customize this list to reflect local conditions. These individuals may also take reports directly from students. 

9 Required by 105 ILCS 5/27-240(b)(2), renumbered by P.A. 104-391. The curriculum-specific components for teen dating 

violence education are listed in 6:60-AP1, Comprehensive Health Education Program. 

10 Id. For boards that add the optional paragraphs in policy 5:100, Staff Development Program, add the phrase “and Board 

policy 5:100, Staff Development Program.” 

11 Required by 105 ILCS 5/27-240(b)(5), renumbered by P.A. 104-391. Boards must communicate this policy to students and 

their parents/guardians. This may be accomplished, in part, by (1) sending exhibit 7:185-E, Memo to Parents/Guardians Regarding 

Teen Dating Violence, and (2) amending the district’s anti-bullying campaign statement(s), such as the following, in the student 

handbook and school website: 

Bullying, teen dating violence, intimidation, and harassment are not acceptable in any form and will not be tolerated at school 

or any school-related activity. The School District will take disciplinary action against any student who participates in such conduct 

or who retaliates against someone for reporting incidents of bullying, teen dating violence, intimidation, or harassment. 
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Incorporated  

by Reference: 7:180-AP1 (Prevention, Identification, Investigation, and Response to Bullying) 

LEGAL REF.: 105 ILCS 5/27-240 110/3.10. 

CROSS REF.: 2:240 (Board Policy Development), 2:260 (Uniform Grievance Procedure), 2:265 

(Title IX Grievance Procedure), 5:100 (Staff Development Program), 5:230 

(Maintaining Student Discipline), 6:60 (Curriculum Content), 6:65 (Student Social and 

Emotional Development), 7:20 (Harassment of Students Prohibited), 7:180 

(Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment), 7:190 

(Student Behavior), 7:220 (Bus Conduct), 7:230 (Misconduct by Students with 

Disabilities), 7:240 (Conduct Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities) 
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