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Articles by This page contains News for all programs. To view News for specific programs,
Month please select from the options below:
All Entries Child and Adult || Food Distribution || Scnoo!Nutrition Summer Meal All Other
June 2026 (20) Care Food Program Program Programs (SBP, Programs Programs
May. 2026 (29) NSLP, and SMP)
April 2026 (5)
March 2026 (22) RELEASE: 2026-2027 Paid Lunch Equity Tool and Accompanying Guidance
February 2026 (16)
January 2026 (24) Published: 55 days ago
December 2025 (12)
November 2025 (2) TDA has posted the Paid Lunch Equity Tool for the upcoming SY 2026-2027 on the NSLP

October 2025 (30) Administration/Forms page. SFAs that had a negative balance in the nonprofit school food service
account as of June 30, 2025, must follow PLE requirements according to 7 CFR 210.14(e) when

September 2025 (4)
establishing their paid lunch prices for SY 2026-2027. SFAs may use the SY 2026-2027 PLE tool, or an
August 2023 (13) ivalent d to determine thei ired paid lunch pri
ale ocedure, ete a es.

July 2025 (15) equivalent procedure, to rmine their required paid lunch prices

ne 2025 (11
dune 2025 (11) School Food Authorities (SFAs) with a positive or zero balance in their nonprofit school food service
May 2025 (24)

account as of June 30, 2025, are exempt from PLE pricing requirements for SY 2026-2027 per the

April 2025 (13) Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2026. This exemption is reflected in USDA policy memo SP 06-2026,

March 2025 (21) Paid Lunch Equity: Guidance for School Year 2026-2027, released April 14, 2026, can be found on this
February 2025 (14) website
January 2025 (28) -

December 2024 (21) As such, an SFA with a zero or positive fund balance as of June 30, 2025, has two options:
November 2024 (22)

https://squaremeals.org/News/Headlines/Article/4090/RELEASE-2026-2027-Paid-Lunch-Equity-Tool-and-Accompanying-Guidance 1/3


https://squaremeals.org/
https://squaremeals.org/
https://squaremeals.org/News/Headlines
https://squaremeals.org/News/Headlines
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2026/Month/6
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2026/Month/5
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2026/Month/4
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2026/Month/3
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2026/Month/2
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2026/Month/1
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/12
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/11
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/10
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/9
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/8
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/7
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/6
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/5
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/4
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/3
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/2
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2025/Month/1
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2024/Month/12
https://squaremeals.org/News/Article-View/Year/2024/Month/11
javascript:__doPostBack('dnn$header1$dnnSearch$cmdSearch','')
https://squaremeals.org/News/CACFPNews.aspx
https://squaremeals.org/News/FDPNews.aspx
https://squaremeals.org/News/SNPNews.aspx
https://squaremeals.org/News/SummerNews.aspx
https://squaremeals.org/News/AllOtherProgramNews.aspx
https://squaremeals.org/News/Headlines/Article/4090/RELEASE-2026-2027-Paid-Lunch-Equity-Tool-and-Accompanying-Guidance
https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Administration-Forms
https://squaremeals.org/Programs/National-School-Lunch-Program/Administration-Forms
https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals/paid-lunch-equity-guidance-sy2026-27
tel:8778396325
https://squaremeals.org/
https://squaremeals.org/About
https://squaremeals.org/News/Headlines
https://squaremeals.org/Programs
https://squaremeals.org/Industry-Resources
https://squaremeals.org/Public-Resources
https://squaremeals.org/FAQ

6/25/26, 4:28 PM Headlines

October 2024 (22) =  Complete and apply the SY 2026-2027 PLE calculation to the SFA's meal pricing structure. If a SFA

September 2024 (37) chooses this option, the SFA will adjust meal prices as appropriate to the PLE calculation. The CE must

August 2024 (59) retain the completed PLE calculation tool and other documentation demonstrating how the CE

July 2024 (20) determined the meal prices to be charged; or

June 2024 (5 = Choose not to complete and not to apply the SY 2026-2027 PLE calculation. If the SFA chooses this

May 2024 (12) option, the SFA may increase meal prices, but is not required to do so. The SFA must retain financial

April 2024 (15) documentation that demonstrates the SFA has reconciled all costs incurred and income received

March 2024 (4) through June 30, 2025, and determined that it has a zero or positive fund balance. If the SFA chooses

February 2024 (12) to increase meal prices, the SFA needs to retain documentation demonstrating the amount of the price

January 2024 (6) Increase.

December 2023 (5) ) .

November 2023 (2) zlease nct)t(i.that TD/: reco;nmends :IIdS.FA; perflorrr Ilhe Ft’LEI calcutl)a’u:nI efatl:r.:c i/:ars a::r:idretaln atII rele:.tfed
ocumentation as information recorded in the calculation tool may be helpful if the oes not qualify

%’ms; ©) for an exemption in the future.

August 2023 (6) i

October 2022 (1)

September 2022 (2)

January 2022 (1)

October 2021 (1)

July 2021 (6)

May 2021 (1)

April 2021 (2)
November 2020 (1)
September 2020 (1)
August 2020 (1)

Assistance available in English and Spanish. Please call 877-TEX-MEAL (877-839-6325) for help. Additional translations services available as well.
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to
obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers
the program or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be
obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’'s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action
in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027
form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. Mail:

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. Fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. Email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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