
GRATIOT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE SPLASH PAD
CONSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT

RESOLUTION NUMBER 26-443
ADOPTED JULY 21, 2026

WHEREAS on August 4, 2020, Gratiot County voters approved a millage to provide funds 
necessary for creation, operation, maintenance, and improvements to parks, trails, and 
recreational programs within Gratiot County, including parks, trails, and recreational programs 
of Gratiot County and public parks and trails of townships, cities and villages within the County; 
and 

WHEREAS on December 15, 2020, upon recommendation of the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, the Board of Commissioners approved the Gratiot County Recreation Plan to 
improve and maintain park land and recreation facilities (Resolution 20-261) as allowed by the 
County and Regional Parks Act (MCL 46.356); and

WHEREAS construction of a splash pad was identified as a priority in 2020-2025 Recreation 
Plan, and it was determined that locating the splash pad in Alma, Ithaca, or St. Louis would be 
preferrable to serve the highest concentration of residents; and

WHEREAS Section V.4 of the approved Plan calls for collaboration to promote and offer 
outdoor recreation opportunities within the County; and

WHEREAS, in collaboration with the City of Alma, the Parks and Recreation Commission 
proposes locating the splash pad in Wright Park near downtown Alma; and

WHEREAS the Parks and Recreation Commission requested proposals from potential vendors 
and, after thorough consideration, recommended approval of a proposal submitted by Vortex, a 
splash pad design and manufacturer with a business presence in Michigan; and

WHEREAS the Vortex proposal uniquely includes design, equipment, and construction elements 
essential to the proposed splash pad; and

WHEREAS ongoing operational and maintenance costs associated with the splash pad will be 
minimal and will not be burdensome to the Parks and Recreation Department.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Gratiot County Board of Commissioners hereby 
accepts the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission to approve the proposal 
submitted by Vortex for design, equipment, and construction of a splash pad at Wright Park in 
the City of Alma at a cost not to exceed $400,000.00



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board invokes Section 6.5 of the Purchasing Policy to 
award a contract to Vortex without competitive bidding in recognition of their Michigan 
presence and their unique ability to design, equip, and construct the splash pad.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that funding for this project shall be taken exclusively from the 
Parks and Recreation Fund.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is 
authorized to sign any documents consistent with this resolution, subject to approval as to form 
by the County Attorney.

The resolution set forth was offered by Commissioner ____________ and supported by 
Commissioner____________.

A vote was thereupon taken on the foregoing resolution and the voter for such resolution was as 
follows:

AYES: __________________________________________________________________

NAYS:__________________________________________________________________

A majority of the members-elect having approved such resolution deems the resolution 
APPROVED.

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)ss
COUNTY OF GRATIOT )

I certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of the resolution adopted by the
Gratiot County Board of Commissioners, that such resolution was duly adopted at a regular
meeting held on the 21st day of July 2026, and that notice of such meeting was given as
required by law.

____________________________________________
Angie Thompson, Gratiot County Clerk
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