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Note: For the Educators’ Code of Ethics, see DHA(LEGAL).

Any person who has reasonable cause to believe that a child’s
physical or mental health or welfare has been adversely affected
by abuse or neglect by any person shall immediately make a report
as required by law. Family Code 261.101(a)

Any professional who has reasonable cause to believe that a child
has been or may be abused or neglected shall make a report as
required by law. The report must be made within 24 hours after the
professional first has reasonable cause to believe that the child has
been or may be abused or neglected or is the victim of an offense
of indecency with a child.

A professional may not delegate to or rely on another person to
make the report.

A “professional” is a person who is licensed or certified by the state
or who is an employee of a facility licensed, certified, or operated
by the state and who, in the normal course of official duties or du-
ties for which a license or certification is required, has direct con-
tact with children. The term includes teachers, nurses, doctors,
day-care employees, juvenile probation officers, and juvenile de-
tention or correctional officers.

Family Code 261.101(b) [See FFG]

All district employees are “public servants” and therefore subject to
Title VIl of the Penal Code, regarding offenses against public ad-
ministration, including restrictions on the acceptance of illegal gifts,
honoraria and expenses, and abuse of office. Penal Code
1.07(a)(41), Title VIl [See DBD and BBFA]

"Electronic communication" means any communication facilitated
by the use of any electronic device, including a telephone, cellular
telephone, computer, computer network, personal data assistant,
or pager. The term includes emails, text messages, instant mes-
sages, and any communications made through a website, including
a social media website or a social networking website.

A school district shall adopt a written policy concerning electronic
communications between a school employee and a student en-
rolled in the district.

The policy adopted under this section must:

1. Include provisions designed to prevent improper electronic
communications between a school employee and a student;
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2. Allow a school employee to elect to not disclose to students
the employee's personal telephone number or email address;
and

3. Include provisions instructing a school employee about the
proper method for notifying appropriate local administrators
about an incident in which a student engages in improper
communications with the school employee.

Education Code 38.027

The district grievance policy prohibits a district employee from re-
taliating against a student or parent of or person standing in
parental relation to a student who files a grievance in accordance
with the district grievance policy. If the commissioner determines
that an educator has retaliated against a student or parent of or
person standing in parental relation to a student who files a griev-
ance under the district’s grievance policy, the commissioner may
report the educator to SBEC for investigation. Education Code
26A.001(e)(1), (i) [See DGBA]

The board shall adopt a policy prohibiting an employee of the dis-
trict from assisting a student enrolled in the district with social tran-
sitioning, including by providing any information about social transi-
tioning or providing guidelines intended to assist a person with
social transitioning.

“Social transitioning” means a person’s transition from the person’s
biological sex at birth to the opposite biological sex through the
adoption of a different name, different pronouns, or other expres-
sions of gender that deny or encourage a denial of the person’s bi-
ological sex at birth.

A parent of a student enrolled in the district or a district employee
may report to the board of trustees of the district a suspected viola-
tion of this policy. The board shall investigate any suspected viola-
tion and determine whether the violation occurred. If the board de-
termines that a district employee has assisted a student enrolled at
the district with social transitioning, the board shall immediately re-
port the violation to the commissioner.

A parent of a student enrolled in a district may seek relief for a vio-
lation by filing a grievance through the district’'s grievance proce-
dure.

Education Code 11.401-.402

A current or former board member or employee of a district who
maintains public information on a privately owned device shall:
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1. Forward or transfer the public information to the district or a
district server to be preserved as provided by Government
Code 552.004(a); or

2. Preserve the public information in its original form in a backup
or archive and on the privately owned device for the time de-
scribed under 552.004(a).

Gov't Code 552.004(b) [See GB]

A person is not eligible to receive a service retirement annuity from
the Teacher Retirement System (TRS) if the person is convicted of
a qualifying felony and the victim is a student.

"Qualifying felony" means an offense that is punishable as a felony
under the following sections of the Penal Code:

1. Section 21.02 (continuous sexual abuse of young child or dis-
abled individual);

2. Section 21.12 (improper relationship between educator and
student);

3. Section 22.011 (sexual assault) or Section 22.021 (aggra-
vated sexual assault); or

4. Section 43.24 (sale, distribution, or display of harmful material
to minor).

The term includes any federal offense that contains elements that
are substantially similar to the elements of a felony offense de-
scribed above.

Not later than the 30th day after the date of a person's conviction
for a qualifying felony, the school at which the person was em-
ployed shall provide written notice of the conviction to TRS. The
notice must comply with rules adopted by TRS.

Gov't Code 824.009

A district may not prohibit a school employee who holds a license
to carry a handgun under Government Code, Chapter 411, Sub-
chapter H, from transporting or storing a handgun or other firearm
or ammunition in a locked, privately owned or leased motor vehicle
in a parking lot, parking garage, or other parking area provided by
the district and may not regulate the manner in which the handgun,
firearm, or ammunition is stored in the vehicle, provided that the
handgun, firearm, or ammunition is not in plain view.
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This does not authorize a person to possess, transport, or store a
handgun, a firearm, or ammunition in violation of Education Code
37.125, Penal Code 46.03, or other law. [See GKA]

Education Code 37.0815

A board shall prohibit smoking or using e-cigarettes or tobacco
products at a school-related or school-sanctioned activity on or off
school property.

A board shall ensure that district personnel enforce the policies on
school property.

Education Code 38.006(b) [See also FNCD and GKA]

A board shall prohibit the use of alcoholic beverages at school-re-
lated or school-sanctioned activities on or off school property. Edu-
cation Code 38.007(a)

A district that receives a direct federal grant must agree to provide
a drug-free workplace by:

1. Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful
manufacture, distribution, dispensation, possession, or use of
a controlled substance is prohibited in the district's workplace
and specifying the actions that will be taken against employ-
ees for violations of the prohibition;

2. Establishing a drug-free awareness program to inform em-
ployees about:

a. The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace;
b. The district’s policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace;

c. Available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee
assistance programs; and

d. The penalties that may be imposed on employees for
drug abuse violations;

3. Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in
the performance of the grant be given a copy of the required
statement;

4. Notifying the employee in the required statement that as a
condition of employment in the grant the employee will:

a. Abide by the terms of the statement; and

b.  Notify the district of any criminal drug statute conviction
for a violation occurring in the workplace no later than 5
days after the conviction;
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5.  Notifying the granting agency within 10 days after receiving
notice from an employee or otherwise receiving actual notice
of a conviction;
6. Imposing a sanction on, or requiring the satisfactory participa-
tion in a drug abuse assistance or rehabilitation program by,
any employee who is convicted, as required by 41 U.S.C.
section 8104; and
7. Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free
workplace through implementation of the above requirements.
41 U.S.C. 8103(a)(1)
Dietary Supplements Except as provided at Education Code 38.011(b), a district em-

Low-THC Cannabis

ployee may not:

1.

Knowingly sell, market, or distribute a dietary supplement that
contains performance-enhancing compounds to a primary or
secondary education student with whom the employee has
contact as part of the employee’s duties; or

Knowingly endorse or suggest the ingestion, intranasal appli-
cation, or inhalation of a dietary supplement that contains per-
formance-enhancing compounds by a primary or secondary
student with whom the employee has contact as part of the
employee’s duties.

An employee who violates items 1 or 2, above, commits a Class C
misdemeanor offense.

Education Code 38.011

A district may not enact, adopt, or enforce a rule, ordinance, order,
resolution, or other regulation that prohibits the storage or posses-
sion of low-THC cannabis, as authorized by Health and Safety
Code Chapter 487. Health and Safety Code 487.201
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