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Public Act 146 

What is PA 146?

Public Act 146 is Michigan’s new K–12 literacy and 
dyslexia law (a revision of the ‘Read by Grade Three’ 
law), designed to improve early literacy instruction 
and literacy outcomes for all students, including 
students with characteristics of dyslexia.



Instructional Methods and Curriculum Resources Must NOT Include
a. Prompting pupils to guess unknown words using pictures and illustrations.

b. Skipping over an unknown word or words to use the meaning of the passage to recognize the 
unknown word or words.

c. Identifying only the first sound of an unknown word and then being prompted to guess the 
word using the word's initial sound and the meaning of the text surrounding the word.

d. Memorizing a word in its written form.

e. Using predictable text and leveled text to provide initial word recognition instruction and 
practice in reading new learned letter-sound correspondences.

“She rode the horse down the trail.”  Unknown word “horse .” Student may skip 
it and say pony instead. This makes sense, but is not correct.

“We walked down the trail.”  Looking at only the first few letters:  “We walked down the track.”

I see the cat.
I see the hat.
I see the bat.

● Repeating the pattern “I see 
the…”

● Looking at the picture to guess 
the last word

● Memorizing the sentence 
structure

** Use decodable texts aligned to the phonics skill
“The cat sat on the mat.”
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Comprehensive
Phonics only
No phonics

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Literacy-Grants/Section_35m_Ranking_Tier_1_Materials_and_Series.pdf?rev=55c325f619424871811b7ba6f34a20d3&hash=759E69122FCDFB03F0A628F4A3572580




Approved K3 Valid and Reliable Screening 
and Progress  Monitoring Assessment List

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/K-12-Literacy-and-Dyslexia-Law/K-3-Valid-and-Reliable-Screening-and-Progress-Monitoring-Assessment-List.pdf?rev=a91a267fac27438ea13b01621a8aff9e&hash=14A99101B871121F25B81F2B2B83CDA4


Science of Reading
The Science of Reading is a vast, interdisciplinary body of 

scientifically-based research about reading and issues 
related to reading and writing.





Step 1: Thought Exchange Survey
● How do you feel about your current ELA curriculum EL Education?
● How well does EL Education Curriculum aligns with State ELA 

standards?
● What is the most important consideration you have when choosing a 

new ELA Curriculum?
● What is your biggest concern with the current ELA curriculum?
● Does EL Education support diverse learners?
● What are you most looking for in a new ELA curriculum?
● Which feature is most critical to your instruction?



Thought Exchange Results

Summary

The survey results indicate a strong dissatisfaction with the current ELA curriculum, EL Education.

● 81% finding it difficult to follow. 
● 90% advocate for changing to a new curriculum
● 68% highlighting the need for clear pacing and easy-to-use lesson structures 
● 54% explicit phonics and foundational skills 
● 47% Concerns about student engagement 
● 22% alignment with grade-level standards 
● 65% said assessments are seen as aligning with standards 

○ However, there is a desire for more useful formative assessment tools. 
● 11% support for diverse learners is inadequate, particularly for students below grade level 
● 8% those with IEPs and 504 plans

Overall, there is a strong sentiment towards adopting a new curriculum that better meets the needs 
of diverse learners and aligns with state standards.



Thought Exchange Results
Curriculum Structure and Pacing: 

● 81% of respondents find the current EL Education curriculum 
difficult to follow

● 68% prefer a new curriculum with clearer pacing and 
easier-to-use lesson structures

● 41% identify clear, structured lessons as a critical need
● Educators want materials that are straightforward and easy to 

implement
● There is a perception that the current curriculum does not 

adequately support effective teaching
● Overall, feedback indicates a strong need for curriculum 

change

Student Engagement and Standards Alignment: 

● 47% of educators identify student engagement as their biggest 
concern with the current curriculum

● Only 38% believe the curriculum aligns with state ELA 
standards

● There is a clear need to improve alignment with grade-level 
standards

● Educators want a curriculum that is both engaging for students 
and standards-aligned

● Strong alignment and engagement are seen as essential for 
effective teaching and learning

Support for Diverse Learners: 

● Current curriculum is seen as lacking support for diverse 
learners

● Only 11% feel it supports students below grade level
● Just 8% believe it meets the needs of students with IEPs and 

504 plans
● 51% of educators want stronger support for below-grade-level 

learners
● 55% are seeking enrichment opportunities for advanced 

learners
● Overall, there is a need for a more inclusive curriculum that 

meets the needs of all students

Assessment and Data Utilization: 

● 65% of educators believe assessments align with standards and 
instruction

● 13% want more effective formative assessment tools
● 23% find assessment data helpful for guiding instruction and 

interventions
● Assessments are seen as somewhat effective overall
● There is a need to improve how assessment data is used to 

inform teaching practices 



Thought Exchange Results

Areas to investigate

● Student Engagement: With 47% of educators citing student engagement as a major concern, 
further investigation is needed to understand the specific aspects of the curriculum that fail to 
engage students and how these can be improved.

● Support for Diverse Learners: The low percentages of support for students below grade level 
(11%) and those with IEPs and 504 plans (8%) indicate a need for further exploration into how 
the curriculum can be adapted to better meet the needs of diverse learners.

● Alignment with Standards: With only 38% agreeing that the curriculum aligns with state 
standards, there is a need to investigate the discrepancies and how the curriculum can be 
better aligned to ensure it meets educational requirements.

Overall Curriculum Effectiveness: 

● 90% of educators support switching to a new curriculum
● 0% believe the current curriculum positively impacts student achievement
● There is an overwhelming consensus for change
● Educators want a curriculum that better supports student learning and outcomes
● The current curriculum is seen as not meeting educator needs or expectations



THREE CURRICULUM OPTIONS



What did we 
do?
Teachers were invited on two different 
occasions to explore the three curricular 
options and provide feedback





ELA Curriculum Task Force Team
● Peggy Connors, Instructional Coach
● Monica Mccoury, Instructional Coach
● Jonelle Lull, Kindergarten
● Kelli Schiebner, Kindergarten 
● Kimberly Lincoln, Kindergarten
● Molly Borges, Kindergarten
● Christine Dine, 1st Grade
● Shannon Fredenburg, 1st Grade
● Monica Terry, 1st Grade
● Stacey Urbani, 1st Grade

● Theresa Smith, 2nd Grade
● Stacey Corrigan, 2nd Grade
● Eunice Jamerson, 2nd Grade
● Michelle Watters, 2nd Grade
● Rollin Carter, 3rd Grade
● Halima Harper, 4th Grade
● Katie Condon, 4th Grade
● Samantha Rossell, 4th Grade
● Michelle Carpenter, 5th Grade
● Tangela Owens, 5th Grade
● Staci Rosales, IB Coordinator 

Dr. Tran



STOP & JOT

What makes a lesson engaging?

What does explicit writing look like?

Think about the students in your classroom.  What are the most 
critical gaps?



What the Task Force Reviewed

Identify Areas of Need

Student engagement, writing, 
instructional gaps 

Balanced Assessment 

Success criteria & assessments 
for learning

Exploration 

Deep exploration of each 
curriculum 

Thoughts, questions, concerns, 
survey

Debrief & Feedback 



Implementation 

● Time Requirements 
● Preparation & Materials 
● Professional Learning Needs
● Teacher Learning Curve
● Engagement & Joy 

Survey - 4 Categories
Knowledge Building & Writing 

● Knowledge Building
● Writing Frequency 
● Reading-Writing Connection
● Explicit Writing Instruction



Differentiation & Assessment 

● Supports for Struggling & 
Advanced Students 

● Language Supports 
● Formative Assessment
● Summative Assessment 

Survey - 4 Categories
Instructional Design & Usability 

● Lesson Clarity 
● Success Criteria 
● Instructional Flow
● Teacher Decision-Making 
● Routines & Consistency 



Task Force Team Survey Results

Knowledge
Building & 

Writing

Implementation Instructional 
Design & 
Usability

Differentiation 
& Assessment

CKLA 92% 77% 89% 86%

Wit & Wisdom 50% 35% 37% 48%

Into Reading 79% 79% 87% 75%



Final Choice



Teacher Comments

Kindergarten Teacher

I like the look of the curriculum. Seems 
more engaging and less busy than HMH. 

2nd grade Teacher

This looks more engaging for students.  I 
think the decodable readers are age and 
level appropriate.

3rd grade Teacher

I love the integration between science and 
ELA. 

I like this choice the best for kindergarten.

Kindergarten Teacher



Why CKLA is the Best Fit

● Daily, embedded, writing instruction 
● Progression of complexity 
● Gradual release model 
● Writing built into foundation skills 
● Vocabulary 

Explicit Writing Instruction

● 60 minute skill sessions 
● Systematic, explicit, multi-sensory 

approach 
● Moves from basic to more complex

Strong Phonics instruction

●  Deep, daily immersion in history, 
science, and literature

● Content-rich domains

Background Building



Program structure 



Amplify CKLA



Skills Strand
K-2

60 minutes per day

Unlock decoding and writing skills 
through a sounds first approach; 
move from hearing and articulating 
sounds to reading and writing 
words.

3-5

4 skill units

15-30 minute lessons

Used as needed to target 
phonological awareness, phonics, 
morphology, and spelling



* Thought Exchange



Foundational Skills by Year
* Thought Exchange



Knowledge and Integrated Strands
K-2

10 units per grade

16 days per unit

60 minutes per day

Build lasting knowledge, maximize 
oral language, strengthen vocabulary 
and deepen understanding through 
writing

3-5

9 units per grade level

18 days per unit

90-120 minutes per day

Integrated approach, tackle complex 
text, build vocabulary and 
morphology, and write with purpose







Writing by Unit * Thought Exchange



Writing by Unit * Thought Exchange



Standards are 
addressed multiple 
times throughout 
knowledge domains 
and/or skills units.

*partial Kindergarten example

Standards Alignment * Thought Exchange



Comprehensive Assessments



Comprehensive Assessments





Embedded Supports * Thought Exchange



Embedded 
Supports

* Thought Exchange



Embedded Supports: MLL/ELL* Thought Exchange



Student Engagement: Skills Lessons

1. Introduction to 
sound-spelling

Students map sounds to 
speech and letters using 
hands-on manipulatives

2. Practice and Apply 

Students use the sound-spelling 
in writing to build automaticity 
in letter formation and spelling

3. Read and Discuss

Deliberate practice with 
100%-decodable chapter books and 

relevant discussion questions empower 
students to hear, say, and read the 

sound in context

Checks for Understanding and 
formative assessments are 
integrated into every lesson

4. Review and Assess

* Thought Exchange

Materials:

Student Activity books

Decodable readers

Word chaining folders

Large/small letter cards

Sound posters/cards



Student Engagement: Knowledge Domains

1. Introduction to 
Unit

First lesson of each unit, 
students activate prior 

knowledge  and are introduced 
to vocabulary and concepts.

2. Read and Discuss

Students interact with text by 
reading/read alouds  and with 

discussion prompts to demonstrate and 
deepen their knowledge and vocabulary.

3. Write and Apply

Students practice planning, drafting, 
revising, editing, publishing, and 

presenting writing over the course of 
the unit, building toward a culminating 

writing activity.

Checks for Understanding 
and standards aligned 

assessments

4. Review and 
Assess

* Thought Exchange

Materials

Student Activity books

Poet’s Journal

Student readers (3rd-5th)

Research Unit Trade Books

Novel Study (3rd-5th)

Image cards (K-3rd)

Cursive Activity books



Thank you
Any Questions?

Dr. Tran 
Mrs. Connors 
Mrs. Mccoury


