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INTRODUCTION

Preface
The Welch Public School District Student Handbook has been published in order to inform
students and parents about district policies and procedures. Questions about the handbook
should be directed to the secondary school office at 788-3129. Copies, of the actual Welch
Public Schools Policy Manual, are available for review at the elementary and secondary school
sites upon request.

Welch Public School
Mission Statement
Through the cooperative commitment of the family, community, and school, students will
become knowledgeable, ethical, and successful contributors to society.

“Creating a future worthy of our past”

To the Students
This handbook will serve as a guide to policies, regulations, and information important to your
academic endeavors. Familiarizing yourself with the contents of this handbook will enable you
to proceed successfully as you continue through your junior high and high school careers. The
faculty and administration encourage you to meet the challenges life presents you with vigor and
determination. Always pursue knowledge, for an investment in knowledge pays the best interest.

ADMINISTRATION BOARD OF EDUCATION
Jeremy Ramsey Shane Burgess
Superintendent President

Stacy Ezell Jesse Highsmith
Middle/Secondary Principal Vice-President

Kim Hall Rowdy Layton

Elementary Principal Clerk

Janey Sutton Shannon Walker

Counselor Member

Brian Mooney
Member



ATTENDANCE

School attendance is compulsory until the student reaches the age of 18. One year of attendance
will be equivalent to at least 1080 hours of class time. Students are required to maintain regular
attendance to receive credit for any class in which the student is enrolled. If a student
accumulates more than eight absences in any class during a semester grading period, the student
will fail that course for the semester. Students who have exceeded 8 absences in a semester will
not be eligible to participate in special activities, attend field/class trips or compete in
athletic/non-athletic competition. In considering days missed, all absences will be counted except
Activity Absences. Building administration can reinstate eligibility on a case by case basis.

All absences should be explained by parent contact on or before the day of the absence. Parents
can call anytime and are encouraged to leave a voicemail if necessary. Students may be
considered truant if the absence is not explained. Parents can expect to be notified of absences
through school phone calls, messages, emails, letters of notification, and letters for notice of
excessive absences with referral to Craig County District Attorney or Craig County Sheriff’s
Department.

ATTENDANCE APPEAL PROCEDURES
Students missing more than 8 days in a semester must submit an attendance appeal form to the
building principal for review and the must be approved by the board of education before credits
can be restored or for parents to be considered in compliance with state compulsory attendance
laws. Documentation for missed days refers to written proof of doctor/dentist appointments,
hospital stays, extended illness, court dates, or other verifiable absences must be submitted with
the form to the office for review. All appeal forms must be made within five days of the end of
the semester to the building principals. Parents and students will present their appeal to the board
of education at monthly board meetings for final approval.

If a student has any doubt about the possibility of an absence being verifiable they should clear
the absence(s) with the principal prior to being absent. Students will be referred to the district
attorney when excessive absences are accumulated.

Dropped Students
Any student who has ten (10) days of consecutive unexcused absences will be dropped from the
membership rolls of the school and be reported to the State Department of Education.

Makeup Work
Collecting and turning in makeup assignments is the responsibility of the student. Upon return to
school, the student has as many days to makeup work as days missed. If turned in by the allotted
time, assignments can be made up at 100% (for excused absences) or 75% (for unexcused
absences) of total points scored on the assignment.

Students who are gone on any activity absence is responsible for collecting assignments before
leaving for the extracurricular activity. Assignments are due the following day unless specified
by the teacher. It is not the teacher’s responsibility to find students and distribute work.
Students who do not meet with their teacher’s before the activity and receive their work or make
arrangements to make up tests, presentations or other assigned work, will lose the opportunity to
make up these requirements.



Closed Campus
Welch High School is a closed campus. No students will be allowed to check out during lunch.
All students will remain on campus unless checked out by a parent for illness, doctor
appointments, funerals, court appearances, etc. (Unless approved by administration) Anyone who
leaves the building and then re-enters is subject to undergo a search by building administration and could
face disciplinary action.

Activity Absences
The student will be allowed to be absent from the classroom for a maximum of ten days per
school year to participate in school-sponsored activities. (any deviation from the ten days
absence rule shall not exceed five days) The activity sponsor will be responsible for submitting a
list of students that will be absent from class due to the activity, to the office and to all classroom
teachers affected. This should be done at least 48 hours prior to the activity absence. It is the
student’s responsibility to gather assignments from teachers before leaving for a school related activity.
Assignments are due as assigned by the classroom teacher.

Absences for the following reasons will not be counted against the 10-absence limit:

(1) Participation in school sponsored state/national level contests by which the
student earns the right to compete;

(2) Any activity held on campus sanctioned by the principal;

(3) Serving as Page in the Legislature;

(4) On campus visits by college representatives/vocational representatives;

(5) College entrance exams; college campus visits (3 maximum)

(6) Field trips in conjunction with a unit being taught in a particular class;

(7) Students excused to make appearances before local civic groups; and

(8) Grade level field trips to area vo-tech schools.

In order to compete in competitive sports or any extra curricular activity, the student is required
to be in attendance a full seven period day the day of an activity, must be passing all classes and
have at least 90% attendance in all classes (must have 90% attendance on the day of the
activity). Excused absences approved by the administration may be considered for exemption to
this requirement.

Tardies
A student who is less than fifteen minutes late to class is tardy. After fifteen minutes, the tardy
becomes an absence. Tardies will be excused for legitimate reasons only. Each time a third
unexcused tardy is accumulated in any one class period, that tardy becomes an unexcused
absence. Excessive unexcused tardies (4 within a four week period) may result in the student
being reported to the District Attorney’s Office.

Admits
Admits will not be issued, it will be the responsibility of the student to make sure the office has
received parent contact for their absence. Failure to provide parent contact by 3:15 on the day the
student returns after an absence will result in an unexcused absence and a one hour detention.
Students must sign the sign in log any time they arrive late or check out of school.

Permission to Leave the Building
On those occasions where illness or other valid reason necessitates a student leaving the
building, school officials will attempt to contact the parents. Students may then be released to
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the parent or other designated adult. Parents, legal guardian, or designated adult will be required
to sign the student out on the check-out sheet in the office. Older siblings or family members
will be allowed to check the student out only with prior written notification from parents. If
someone other than the parent or family member will be picking up the student, the parent must
contact the school in writing or by phone. Under no circumstances will a student be allowed to
go home on their own.

Signing In/Out
Students who come to school during the school day, after the first period bell rings, are required
to check in at the office, upon their arrival. Students are required to sign out any time they leave
campus during the school day. Students will not be allowed to sign out until the office receives
written or verbal permission for the student to do so from that student’s parent or guardian.
Parents may also come to school in person and sign their child out. Students may not sign
themselves out. Common reasons for signing out include going to a doctor appointment, dentist
appointment, orthodontist appointment, and etc. Students who leave school without receiving
parental approval and signing out will be considered truant and disciplined accordingly.

Parents checking a student in or out of school between 8:00 AM and 3:21PM will need to buzz the office
from the main door office entrance, state their name, their child’s name and sign them in or out on the
check in/out sheet located by the entrance. Parents will not be allowed to enter the building and wait on
their child. When checking out a student a school employee will bring the student to the door. Anyone
entering the building must wear a face covering.

ACADEMICS

Student Rights and Responsibilities
All students have the same civil rights. These rights are limited by the capacity of each student
to discharge the particular responsibilities necessarily linked to each right. These student rights
and responsibilities listed here in no way limit the authority of school officials to deal with
disruptive students.

Student Rights

1. Students have the right to expect that attending school will be productive.

2. Rules and regulations should be common knowledge to every student.

3. Students have the right to compete for student office and to vote in student elections.

4. Students have the right to expect that materials presented in courses be relevant and
appropriate to the maturity level and intellectual ability of the student and that various
views related to topics and materials will be presented or introduced.

5. Students will be permitted to use school facilities for approved extracurricular
activities with proper faculty supervision and should be encouraged to participate in
clubs, recreational events, and other related activities.

6. Students have a right to an education and quality educational opportunity.
Punishments that deprive students of this right will be used only in extreme cases.
Punishments will be reasonable, consistent, fair, and resorted to only when students
violate school rules.

Student Responsibilities



1. Students will attend school daily (except when ill), attend all classes, and be on time
to class.

2. Students will come to class prepared with proper materials such as textbooks, paper,
writing utensils, and etc.

3. Students will be aware of all rules and regulations defining student behavior.
Students will conduct themselves according to these guidelines.

4. Students should be willing to volunteer information in disciplinary cases if they have
related knowledge.

5. Students should willingly and dutifully serve that segment of the student body that
they represent.

6. Students will make sure that no individual group is allowed to monopolize class time.
The dignity of all should be respected and no one should be allowed to abuse others.
Freedom can only be exercised as long as it does not interfere with the educational
process of others.

7. Students will be responsible for their own education after returning to school

following an absence by keeping up with missed work.

Students should develop the best school record of which they are capable.

9. Students will maintain a clean and pleasant atmosphere in the building and on the
grounds.

10. Students will follow the directions of teachers, administrators, and other responsible
school officials.

o

Grading Practices
The grading scale for all classes in the Welch Public School is as follows:
98-100% A+  Excellent

94 - 97% A
90 — 93% A-
87 - 89% B+  Above Average
84 — 86% B
80 —83% B-
77—-79% C+  Average
74 —76% C
70— 73% C-
67 — 69% D+  Below Average
64 — 66% D
60 — 63% D-
0-59% F Failing

Students must score a minimum of 60% in order to pass a course for the semester and avoid
possible retention or repetition of a required course for graduation credit. Report cards are
distributed at the end of each nine-week period. Semester grades are recorded on a student’s
permanent record. Weekly progress reports are mailed to parents or guardians of students who
are failing or near failure beginning with the third week of each grading period.

A grade mark of “I”” (incomplete) will be assigned when the student fails to complete all
requirements of a particular course. If these requirements are not completed by the end of the
next nine-week grading period, the “I” will be changed to an “F”’.
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SB 497- Any business and industry recognized endorsement attained can be placed on the
student’s high school transcript. Student must request the endorsement in writing and provide
poof of the endorsement(s) earned. Request must be provided to the high school counselor two
weeks prior to the end of the spring semester. End of Instruction performance levels will also be
placed on student’s transcript.

Enrollment
Student enrollment will be held in the month of May for the following school year. An
additional opportunity to enroll will be announced in the newspaper and occur approximately
one to two weeks before the start of the school year.

All students will enroll in a full schedule. Exceptions will be made for high school students
enrolling in the Northeast Area Vo-tech School, enrolling in concurrent enrollment at a college
or university, or participating in an approved work release program.

Concurrent Enroliment
Concurrent Enrollment offers the high school student the opportunity to earn college
credits before graduating from high school.

A twelfth grade student enrolled in an accredited high school may be admitted provisionally to a
college or university in the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education as a special student
upon meeting and satisfying the requirements as set forth in this section.

1. Receive a 19 composite on ACT with a minimum of 19 in the Reading section plus a
GPA of 3.0.

2. The student must be eligible to satisfy requirements for graduation from high school
(including curricular requirements for college admission) no later than spring semester of
the senior year.

Student enrollment at the concurrent level may exceed 6 hours with the permission of the
counselor and the principal.

An eleventh grade student enrolled in an accredited high school may be admitted provisionally to
a college or university in the Oklahoma State System of Higher Education as a special student
upon meeting the requirements of this section.

1. Receive a 21 composite on ACT with a minimum of 19 in the Reading section plus a
GPA of 3.5.

A high school student admitted under the provisions of this section may enroll in a combined
number of high school and college courses per semester not to exceed a full time college
workload of 19 semester credit hours. For purposes of calculating workload, one half high
school unit shall be equivalent to three semester credit hours of college work. High school
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students enrolling concurrently in off campus classes may only enroll in liberal arts and science
courses.

Concurrently admitted high school students will not be allowed to enroll in any zero level
courses offered designed to remove high school deficiencies.

A high school student concurrently enrolled may continue concurrent enrollment in subsequent
semesters if he/she achieves a college cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0
scale.

Credit for college courses may not be used to meet state mandated core curriculum requirements,
however four specific classes will be considered as honors credits (see Top Scholars). Electives
and coursework above the state mandated core curriculum taken at the college level may be
counted towards meeting the minimum graduation requirements.

A concurrently enrolled student and parent will sign a contract with the school outlining WPS
expectations and student responsibilities. Some expectations include: 1. “students who withdraw
or fail a class will be required to sit out one semester of concurrent enrollment. Students will be
re-enrolled in an equivalent class at WHS and their dropped grade earned at the college level will
be averaged into the remaining semester. 2. It is the responsibility of the student to complete
assignments. It is the responsibility of the student to communicate directly with the professor.”

The student and parent must abide by the provisions of this concurrent agreement. The
agreement must be signed and returned to the high school counselor prior to enrolling in college
coursework.

1. Concurrently enrolled students will comply with all rules as stated in the Welch Student
Handbook. Concurrently enrolled students will represent Welch Public Schools in a
respectful and positive manner.

2. Once enrolled, students are expected to complete all coursework and earn a final grade.
Withdrawal from a concurrently enrolled course may be allowed in an emergency
situation. Withdrawal during the second half of a semester is prohibited.

3. Upon emergency withdrawal, students are required to return to the associated regular
high school class, with the entering high school grade being determined by the exiting
concurrent grade. Students who withdraw or stop attending concurrent classes must self-
report to the high school counselor immediately.

4. All college coursework grades will be calculated into the high school GPA. Grades for
each course will be recorded on the high school transcript and the college transcript.

5. College coursework grades and attendance will determine extracurricular activity
eligibility at WPS.

6. Concurrently enrolled students are expected to familiarize themselves with the college
course syllabus and work independently. It is the responsibility of the student to

complete all assignments and turn them in on time. It is the responsibility of the

student to communicate directly with the professor concerning all coursework and
grading issues.

Classification
Students who are registered as regular high school students are classified as follows:
(1) Freshmen (completed O — 6 units of credit);
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(2) Sophomore (completed 7 —12 units of credit);
(3) Junior (completed 13 — 18 units of credit); and
(4) Senior (completed more than 18 units of credit).

Parent Teacher Conferences
Parent Teacher Conferences will be held once each semester. Parents are encouraged to visit
with teachers during these times about their child’s grades, behavior, and academic progress.

Top Scholars
Top Scholars will be identified as graduating seniors who have a cumulative high school Grade Point
Average of 4.0 or above. If at least two students do not make 4.0 or above, students with the highest
cumulative GPA in the graduating class will be designated as Top Scholars. Class ranking and
identification of Top Scholars will be based upon cumulative GPA for all courses taken during the
freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior years. To be considered for Top Scholar status, a student must
have attended Welch High School for at least three full semesters and have taken at least four Honors
Courses.

Honors Courses include Algebra I11, Trigonometry, Calculus, Physics, Chemistry,
Anatomy/Physiology, Advanced Placement courses, Vo-Tech pre-engineering program courses,
concurrent enrollment in College Algebra, Eng Comp Il -1213, Music Appreciation — 2573,
History — 1483 or 1493 (only one counted as honors), and Computer in Society. Additional
concurrent classes will be counted as an elective grade/credit on the high school transcript.
Honors Courses will be graded on a 5 point weighted scale. Some Honors Courses may not be
offered each year

AP (Advanced Placement) Classes
Welch Middle School and High School Students may take AP Classes beginning their 8" grade
year. AP Classes will give students HS credit and college credit (for the class they complete with
a score of 3 or better on a 1 to 5 scale on the test). Students interested in AP Classes can request
through the building principal to take these classes online through
the osocp.ok.gov/courses website or other state approved curriculum. Permission will have to be
given by the building principal.

Online/Concurrent/Virtual/AP Credit
Students may take online/concurrent/virtual/AP courses according to the following
qualifications:

(1) The student must have administrative approval prior to taking the class;

(2) The student must take the course from an accredited institution of higher learning in
Oklahoma, an accredited online supplier, or through an online curriculum with a
teacher of record on campus.

(3) The student will not be permitted to take an online (Edgenuity) class for any high
school course that is offered in the local high school, unless there is a scheduling
conflict and approval from the principal. (Online/internet/virtual/AP/concurrent credit
will be added to the official transcript)

(4) Students are eligible to take online/concurrent/virtual/AP courses while enrolled in
high school classes on campus for acceleration or credit recovery.
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(5) Blended or virtual students must take at least one on campus class to be eligible for
extra-curricular activities

State Honor Society
Students are eligible for nomination into the State Honor Society based upon the following
criteria: (1) the student must be enrolled in at least the four core subject areas (math, science,
language arts, and social studies); and (2) the student must have a GPA in the top 10% of the
student body during the last semester of the preceding year and the first semester of the current
year.

Honor Roll
Students will be recognized for academic achievement at the end of each nine-week grading
period. Students will be identified and classified according to GPA (no grade below a B) and the
following categories:
GPA of 4.0 or > Superintendent’s Honor Roll
GPA 0f3.5-3.99  Principal’s Honor Roll
GPA 0of 3.0-3.49  Honorable Mention

Promotion and Retention
As used in this policy, promotes means to pass a student who has successfully completed the
requirements for a particular grade into the next higher grade at the end of the school year.
Retain means to withhold a student from advancing into the next higher grade at the end of the
school year and to indicate on the student’s record that he has not successfully completed such
grade.

Strong supportive evidence must be presented to the student and parent regarding retention. This
evidence will be based on:

1. Testing over subject matter presented

2. Assignments related to subject matter

3. Student level of maturity

4. The student’s attendance record

In the event that the teacher, school, or parent cannot reach an agreement regarding retention of a
student, the issue shall be brought to the principal. He will render a decision that is in
accordance to state statute and Board of Education Policy.

Students shall be promoted or receive credit for a course of study if a grade average of 60% or
above has been achieved on a semester basis. Students in grades 7 and 8 must achieve a grade
average of 60% or higher in three major courses of study to be promoted to the next higher
grade. The major courses of study are math, science, language arts, reading, and social studies.
Students in grades 9 through 12 will not be retained, however, if a grade average of 60% is not
achieved in a course, that course will most likely have to be repeated in order to earn legitimate
credit for graduation.

Graduation Requirements
College Preparatory Curriculum (Senate Bill 982)
Students are required to pursue College Preparatory Curriculum Requirements, unless parents
opt their children out of the requirements. This may be done through the office of the counselor.
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College Preparatory Curriculum Requirements
English 4 units (Eng I, Eng I, Eng 111, and Eng 1V)

Science 3 units (limited to Biology, Chemistry, Physics, or any lab science
Course with content or rigor equal to or above Biology and
Approved for college admission requirements)

Math 3 units (limited to Algebra I, Algebra 11, Geometry,
Trigonometry, Math Analysis, Calculus, Advanced Statistics, or
Any math course with content or rigor above Algebra | and
Approved for college admission requirements)

History 3 units (1 U.S. History, 1 Oklahoma History/ Economics, and 1.
unit from the subjects of History, Government, Geography,
Civics, or Non-Western Culture)

Foreign Language/ 2 units (or the same foreign language or of computer technology
Computer Tech excluding keyboarding or typing classes)

Additional 1 unit selected from any of the above

Fine Arts 1 unit (Band, music, art,)
Electives 8 units
Total 25 units (financial literacy requirements will met in Economics)

Non —college Preparatory Requirements
A minimum of twenty five (25) units of credit must be earned for graduation from Welch High
School.

English 4 units (Eng I, Eng 11, Eng 11, and English IV)

Math 3 units (Alg I, plus 2 units of Math equal to or above Alg I)
Social Studies 3 units (1 unit US Hist, 1 unit Govt, and 1 unit OK/Economics)
Science 3 units (Biology I plus 2 units of Sci equal to or above Bio I)
Fine Arts 1 units (choose from Art, Band, Music,)

Foreign Language/ 1 unit

Computer Tech

Electives 10 units

Total 25 units (financial literacy requirements will met in Economics)

Advanced Placement courses may be substituted for a particular requirement in the associated
area on a course-by-course basis. Concurrent Enrollment during the senior year may also be
substituted for a particular requirement. Grades earned in concurrent classes will be included on
the official transcript and will be used to determine grade point average.

15



All references to “a unit of credit” refer to a Carnegie Unit as defined by the North Central
Accreditation Association.

Early Graduation
Student may qualify to graduate early by earning the required number of transcripted high school
credits for graduation through completing regular coursework, advanced coursework, AP
coursework, on-line courses, or concurrent enrollment. Any student wanting to graduate early
needs to notify the principal and get approval by the end of the first week of the current school
year that they want to graduate.

Homework
Teachers will assign homework when necessary. It is the duty of the student to complete the
homework and turn it in on time. It is the duty of the parent to check to see if homework has
been assigned and provide for its completion. Turning in assignments or homework after the due
date may result in receiving zero credit, reduced score, and or other disciplinary action. (Encore
slip may be given to make up assignments for credit. It is up to teacher’s policy on amount of
credit)

AFTER SCHOOL DETENTION
Students must be seated in no later than 3:30 P.M.
All supplies (books, paper, and pencils) are the responsibility of the student.

Detention is homework time—absolutely no talking, restroom breaks, or moving about.
Bring homework and assignments to keep you busy the entire detention.
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Parent/Guardian may pick up their student at 4:30 PM.

Homework Philosophy
Educational success of all students is based on the collaboration among teachers, parents, and
students. Support of learning occurs when parents become involved in the learning process by:
1. Communicating with the student and teacher about homework;
2. Providing a routine time and place for the student to do assignments;
3. Helping locate needed resources; and
4. Encouraging the student.

Homework is an important factor in educational achievement. Developmentally appropriate
homework meets the individual academic needs of the student. Teachers assign homework to
reinforce classroom activities, to extend learning, and to facilitate long-term projects.
Homework fosters the development of self-discipline and effective work habits. Failing to
complete homework will result in an encore slip.

Student Admission
Students entering Welch Public Schools for the first time are required to furnish official proof of
date of birth and proper immunization. Upon admission, the student will be placed only in the
grade that is consistent with previous academic success verified by valid student records.
Students may attend public schools up to the age of 21. Overage students may be admitted at the
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discretion of the administration and upon payment of tuition. The Board of Education of District
I-17 Welch, Oklahoma supports a policy of nondiscrimination with regard to student admission.
Student admission will not be based upon race, sex, national origin, religion, or creed.

Student Residency
The residence of any child for school purposes is the legal residence of the parents, guardian, or
person who has legal custody of the child that holds legal residence within the district and
contributes in a major degree to the support of such child. An entirely self supporting eighteen
(18) year old student is considered a resident of the school district if the student lives in the
Welch School District. A student that resides with someone other than a parent or legal guardian
may be enrolled on a residency affidavit per the approval of school administration. Issues of
residency are subject to administrative and Board approval.

The district may require evidence of legal residence within the district to determine eligibility to
attend Welch Schools. Such evidence would include proof of local tax payment, a valid lease
agreement, proof of utility payment, a valid Oklahoma vehicle operator license, valid vehicle
registration, proof of voter registration, or a notarized affidavit verifying residency/custody.
Without legal residency in the Welch School District, a student must have an approved transfer
in order to attend Welch Schools. According to the Open Transfer Law, ultimate approval for
transfers resides with the receiving district. Open transfer applications must be submitted by
April 1 for the following year.

Textbooks
Students will be assigned textbooks and chrome-books by classroom teachers and be held
responsible for the care of those textbooks/chrome-books. Students will be required to pay for
any lost, damaged, or stolen books/laptops in his/her care.

Student Lockers
Lockers are assigned to students for storage of items needed during the school day. Lockers are
to remain locked at all times, leaving lockers open or altering the lock to prevent locker from
locking or latching will result in detention, and or Saturday Session. No altering or decorating of
lockers will be allowed, violators will face disciplinary action as well as restitution for any
damage to the locker. Under no circumstances should a student tamper with another student’s
locker. The district is not responsible for items kept in school lockers. However, the
administration will seek to identify, discipline, and possibly prosecute any student who steals out
of another student’s locker. Students should have no expectation of privacy concerning the
contents of lockers. Lockers may be searched at the discretion of the administration. Students
will not be allowed to store bags or other belonging in bathrooms or hallways.

Lunch Break
Secondary-At lunchtime, campus is a closed campus for all 9" through 12" grade students.
Students are not permitted to drive anywhere during the lunch period. All student vehicles are to
remain in the student parking lot from the time of arrival, before school, to the time of departure,
after school is dismissed in the afternoon. 9™ through 12" grade students will not be allowed to
leave campus or check out for lunch, they are encouraged to eat in the cafeteria or they may
bring their own lunch. Students violating lunch time rules will be subject to disciplinary action.
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Lunch Payments
Twenty ($20.00) is the maximum amount a student may charge. Student accounts that exceed
$20.00 have one week to pay the account in full. Students who exceed the $20.00 will no longer
be served cafeteria meals. Instead, a reimbursable meal of a sandwich, fruit and milk will be
served and charged to that student until their account is paid in full. After that week, students
will become ineligible to participate in extracurricular activities until their account is paid in full.
At that time, the student will again be served cafeteria meals and will be eligible to participate in
extracurricular activities.

Class Fees
Each year students in grades 9™, 10", and 11", will pay a class dues of $25. These dues will be
used to reduce the amount of fundraising required. The class dues will be non-refundable. Due
schedule will be as follows, 11" grade fees will be due on September 24, 10" grade fees will be
due on October 24, and 9" grade fees will be due on November 24" . All dues must be paid in
order to go to prom and receive senior payback on caps and gowns.

Student Driving and Parking
Students with a valid Oklahoma Drivers License are permitted to drive personal vehicles to
school and park exclusively in the student parking lot. Students who wish to drive to school are
required to have a Permit to Drive/Park on Campus Form signed by a parent or guardian on file
in the office. Student vehicles are to be parked in the student parking lot only (north the high
school building only). Student vehicles parked in unauthorized areas on campus will be towed
away if repeated violations occur. Driving students are required to park their vehicles
appropriately upon arriving at school. Student access to vehicles is allowed during the school
day only upon receiving permission from the office. Careless driving on or around school
property will result in restriction of driving privileges and possible disciplinary action. Students
will be only be allowed to park on the north side of the high school. Students will not be allowed
to move their cars during the school day. Students will not be allowed to move cars to the
baseball/softball fields or to the new gym lot until 3:21 P.M.

Telephone Usage
School telephones are to be considered as business phones not available for use by students. In
case of emergencies, and with proper approval, students will be permitted to use the office
telephones (classroom phones are for teacher use only). Cell phones must remain off and not
visible from 8:00 a.m. — 11:50 a.m. and 12:27 p.m. — 3:06 p.m. (see policy page 21)

Food and Drinks in the Library and Classroom
Students are prohibited from having candy, food, or drinks (soda pop) in the library and
classrooms at any time during regular school hours without the approval of the classroom
teacher.

Vending Machine Usage
Use of the vending machines during class time is strictly prohibited. Use of the vending
machines between classes is discouraged. Students may use the vending machines before
school, during lunch period, and after school is out.

Prayer in Schools
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As part of the implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Welch Schools has no
policy that prevents, or otherwise denies participation in, constitutionally protected prayer in
public schools.

Moment of Silence
Each morning, at the start of school, a moment of silence will begin after the first bell. The
moment of silence will be for the purpose of allowing each student to meditate, pray, or engage
in any silent activity that does not interfere with, distract, or impede other students in the exercise
of their choice.

Withdrawal and Dropping Out
When it becomes necessary for the student to withdraw from school in order to move to another
district, the student will notify the principal to begin the check out process. All district owned
books, supplies, and equipment must be returned to the teachers who checked them out.
Withdrawal will be complete when all teachers have signed off on the withdrawal form, all
fees/refunds are paid, and the withdrawal form is turned into the office. Student transcripts and
other cumulative records will be forwarded upon a formal request for records made by the
receiving district.

Students are required by law to attend school until the age of 18. Any student that drops out or
quits school from the Welch School District will be reported to the Department of Public Safety.
According to state law, that individual will not be permitted to have a driver’s license until
reaching the age of 18.

Senior athletic night
Each year there will be a fall and spring senior athletic night. Senior student athletes that
participate in fall school sports will be recognized at the last home football game. Seniors
student athletes that participate in spring school sports will be recognized at the last home
basketball game. Fall recognition will include football, fast-pitch softball, cheerleading, and
band. Spring recognition will include basketball, baseball, slow-pitch softball, track,
cheerleading, and power lifting.

DISCIPLINE

Student Discipline
When the behavior of an individual student comes into conflict with the rights of others,
corrective actions are necessary for the benefit of the individual and the school.  According to
state law, the teacher of a child attending public school shall have the same right as a parent or
guardian to control and discipline such child according to local policies while the child is in
attendance or in transit to/from school or a school activity. All students are under the control of
school authority during the school day, during all school activities, and on the way to/from
school or school activities.

The involvement of a student in the kind of behavior listed below will generally require remedial
or corrective action. These examples are not intended to be totally inclusive and
exclusion/omission of other unacceptable behavior is not an endorsement of such behavior.

1. Unexcused lateness to school.
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2. Unexcused lateness to class.

3. Cutting class.

4. Leaving school without permission.

5. Refusing detention.

6. Possessing or using tobacco, tobacco related products, and vaping.
7. Truancy.

8. Possessing or using alcoholic beverages or other mood altering chemicals.
9. Stealing.

10. Fraud, forgery, embezzlement.

11. Physical or verbal assault.

12. Fighting.

13. Possession of weapons.

14. Distributing obscene literature/material.

15. Destroying/defacing school property.

16. Racial discrimination, demeaning racial slurs/remarks.

17. Sexual harassment.

18. Harassment via cell phones or e-mail (not limited to school hours)
19. Gang related activity.

In determining discipline, the administration will consider the list below to ensure that the most
effective discipline is administered in each case. However, the school is not limited to these
methods, nor does this list reflect an order or sequence of events to follow in disciplinary
actions. Alternative methods of punishment can be used if appropriate on a case by case basis. It
is up to the judgement and discretion of the administration the appropriate actions in each case.

Conference with student.

Conference with parent and student.
Community service.

Revoking eligibility.

Detention.

In school suspension.

Saturday Session

Placement in alternative education.

Referral to counselor.

10. Behavioral contract.

11. Changing student’s Seat or class assignment.
12. Financial restitution for damaged property.
13. Clean/repair damage/vandalism done.

14. Restricted privileges.

15. Corporal punishment

16. Involvement of local law enforcement.

17. Student referral to the appropriate social agency.
18. Short or long term out of school suspension.
19. Other appropriate disciplinary action.

©CoNoR~wWNE

General Statement of Classroom Rules and Expectations
As teaching styles differ from person to person, there will be commensurate differences in
classroom rules. It will be the ongoing responsibility of the teacher to ensure that rules are
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posted and enforced. The following expectations have been identified by the Welch Classroom
Teachers as a baseline for student expectations:

1. Bring paper, book, pencil/pen, assignments, instruments, agenda, and an open mind to

class everyday.

2. Respect teachers, students, property, personal space, handbook rules, and yourself.
Welch public school employees should be referred to as Mr., Mrs., Ms., or Coach
unless prior approval has been granted by the employee and administration.
Refrain from using putdowns and inappropriate comments.
Show academic honesty in and out of class.
Demonstrate responsibility by: cleaning up after yourself, arriving to school and class
on time, and being in your seat and ready to learn when the bell rings.
6. Expect to learn everyday.
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Eligibility for Student Activities
Only those students who are fully eligible scholastically will be permitted to represent the school
in any capacity. Students must be enrolled in at least six hours of course work to be eligible for
extra-curricular activities. At least one class or course must be on campus to meet OSSAA
requirements for eligibility and attendance. Teachers submit weekly eligibility lists to the office
each Thursday, beginning with the third week of each semester. At the time a student begins
failing any subject, the student is put on academic probation for the following week. If the
failing grade is not brought up during the week of probation, the student will become ineligible
at the end of the probationary week and stay ineligible until a passing grade is achieved in all
subjects. Weekly eligibility runs from Monday at the beginning of the day through Sunday
Evening of a given week.

Additionally, a student must have received a passing grade in any five subjects to be counted for
graduation that he/she was enrolled in during the last semester he/she attended fifteen or more
days. If a student does not meet the minimum scholastic standard, he/she will not be eligible to
participate during the first six weeks of the next semester they attend. The board declares its
intent to adhere to the eligibility rules of the Oklahoma Secondary Schools Activity Association.

To be eligible to participate in activities involving other schools a student must be passing all
classes, have at least 90% attendance in all classes (must have 90% attendance on the day of
the activity), and be in attendance a full seven period day the day of an activity (unless prior
approval has been granted by an administrator).Exceptions may be made by the principal due to
illness, injury, death in the immediate family, or late with the beginning of attendance.

Any student who reaches his or her nineteenth birthday before September 1 will not be eligible in
athletics or any other contests. Any student suspended or dismissed from school will be
ineligible until eligibility is re-established. Any student absent during the day of an activity or
athletic contest must have the absence accounted for prior to being eligible. If the absence is
considered unexcused, the student must attend at least one full day of school to again become
eligible. Any student who is under discipline sanctions (determined by the principal) or whose
conduct/character is such as to reflect discredit upon the school (determined by the coach or
sponsor) is ineligible. Additionally, the student’s parents/guardians must be bona fide residents
of the school district or have a residency waiver approved by the OSSAA for the student to have
extra-curricular eligibility.
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The Following are considered extracurricular activities:

(1) Student government and its related activities and organization;

(2) Musical festivals or contests, speech contests, debates, dramatic contests,
judging contests, and livestock shows;

(3) Organized activities which are a part of interscholastic athletics or
cheerleading;

(4) All types of interscholastic competition; and

(5) Special interest clubs, vocational clubs and events or trips that are not a part of
classroom instruction.

Saturday Session
Saturday sessions are conducted Saturday mornings from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 noon in the high
school. Any student assigned a Saturday session must report by 9:00 A.M. The doors will be
locked at 9:00 A.M.; students will not be admitted after 9:00 A.M.
Each student must be prepared to work for the assigned time and follow Saturday session rules.
Failure to remain busy, or to follow rules, will result in the assignment of an additional
Saturday session.
Transportation to and from Saturday is not provided by the school district. Students employed on
Saturday mornings are not excused from the program.
A parent may reschedule an assigned session ONE TIME, if unforeseen circumstances prevent
the student from attending on the assigned date. To reschedule a Saturday session the parent
must contact the principal before the assigned session.
Failure to serve a scheduled Saturday session will merit the assignment of a second Saturday
session. Failure to serve at this point will result in Three to Five days of Out of School
Suspension and the serving of the original one Saturday session.

Suspension of Students

The authority to suspend a student from school is delegated to the building principal. Days of
suspension will be considered unexcused absences. No school board, administrator, or teacher
may be held civilly liable for any action, taken in good faith, which is authorized by law under
the provisions of this policy. Any student may be suspended for the actions listed below.

1. Repeated classroom disruption.

2. Acts of immorality.

3. Violations of policy or regulations (ex. fighting, truancy, failure to obey school
officials).
Possession of an intoxicating beverage.
Possession of stolen property.
Possession of a dangerous weapon or a controlled substance.
Possession of a firearm (out of school for not less than one year).
Any act that disrupts the academic atmosphere of the school, endangers or threatens
fellow students, teachers, officials, or school property.
9. Adjudication as a delinquent.

N GA

A full suspension shall not extend beyond the present semester and the succeeding semester
except for threatening/assaulting students/staff or violations of the Gun Free Schools Act.
Except for circumstances that require the immediate removal of a student or students, the parent
or guardian shall be informed before the student is released from school. Any student, who has
been adjudicated as a delinquent and removed from school for such act, will not be enrolled in a
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regular classroom setting but will be provided an alternative education until such time as the
student no longer poses a threat.

A student who is suspended for a violent offense directed towards a teacher shall not be allowed
to return to that teacher’s classroom without the approval of that teacher. HB 1598 School
Protection Act- any student in grades 6™ — 12" found to have assaulted, attempted to cause bodily
injury, or acted in a manner that could reasonably cause bodily injury to a school employee or
volunteer shall be suspended for the remainder of the current semester and the next consecutive
semester. HB 1598 also sets punishments for persons who make false accusations of criminal
activity against school employees.

A student may be suspended out of school for the remainder of the current semester and the
entirety of the succeeding semester. The parents and the student shall be notified of the
suspension, the grounds of the suspension, and the right to appeal the suspension.

If a student is suspended out of school for less than five days, the district may provide an
educational plan. If a student is suspended out of school for more than five days, the
administration will provide the student with an educational plan, which will set out the procedure
for education of, at least, the core subjects and shall address academic credit for work completed.
If the plan includes homebound education, the parent/guardian shall be responsible for the
provision of a supervised and structured environment for the student and bear responsibility for
monitoring the student’s educational progress until the student is readmitted to school.

Any student suspended may appeal the suspension. Any student suspended may appeal to the
suspension appeals committee consisting of teachers and administrators appointed by the
superintendent. Within 10 days following the suspension, the student or student’s
parent/guardian must make written notice to the superintendent of the intent to ap