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Arts and Letters

Core Knowledge Language Arts 
(CKLA)



What is Arts and Letters?
Arts & Letters is a Science of Reading aligned curriculum that helps students become strong 
readers, writers, and critical thinkers through the use of authentic, grade-appropriate, 
knowledge-rich texts. Students engage with high-quality literature, nonfiction, fine art, and 
multimedia while learning about meaningful topics from subjects such as science, history, and 
the arts. Through reading stories and informational texts, discussing ideas, building 
vocabulary, and practicing writing, students deepen both their language skills and their 
understanding of the world around them.
 
Arts & Letters offers a comprehensive approach that goes beyond identifying a story's main 
idea to develop students' comprehension, critical thinking, and imagination. It builds essential 
skills and deepens understanding, enriching students' grasp of literature and analytical 
thinking. By exploring topics through multiple modalities, students build knowledge and make 
connections across content. With solid knowledge, they'll be able to more effectively listen, 
write, and absorb information, deepening learning and ensuring it has relevance for all 
students.



Kindergarten Overview 
In kindergarten, captivating texts and art give naturally inquisitive students a chance to 
explore the wonder of the world around them. The modules take students on a journey in 
which they use their senses to deepen their knowledge as they experience a farm, explore the 
history of America, and then study the world beyond.

Writing:  Introduction to writing, narrative, informative, and opinion 



Kindergarten Module 1: The Five Senses



Kindergarten Module 2: Once Upon a Farm



Kindergarten Module 3: America, Then and Now



Kindergarten Module 4: The Continents



1st Grade Overview 
Students in grade level 1 develop new understandings of how humans communicate and 
engage with their environment. Students discover how people around the world access 
knowledge through books, and they explore how stories help transform communities and 
strengthen human connections. Students examine the relationship between humans and the 
natural world, researching animals’ unique features and the wind’s powerful force.

Writing:  Narrative, informative, and opinion



Grade 1 Module 1: A World of Books



Grade 1 Module 2: Creature Features



Grade 1 Module 3: Wind Power



Grade 1 Module 4: World Tales



2nd Grade Overview 
Armed with foundational reading and writing skills, students in grade level 2 are ready for 
complex work and critical thinking. Students explore broader concepts of change and community 
through their study of their physical selves, the natural world, and the human experience. In grade  
2, students study the cycle of the seasons and the cycles of human appetite and digestion. They 
investigate American history and humans’ impact on each other, society, and the environment.

Writing:  Narrative, informative, informative writing (research), and opinion



Grade 2 Module 1: A Season of Change



Grade 2 Module 2: The American West 



Grade 2 Module 3: Civil Rights Advocates 



Grade 2 Module 4: Good Eating 



3rd Grade Overview 
Students in grade 3 discover that humans’ curiosity and desire for adventure have pushed 
exploration, innovation, and creativity throughout history. Students journey into the vastness of the 
sea and to the frontiers of unfamiliar lands and forms of creativity as they learn about pioneering 
scientists, explorers, adventurers, and artists. Together, these modules expand students’ knowledge 
and ignite possibilities for their own studies, adventures, and creative endeavors.

Writing:  Informative, opinion, narrative, informative (research)



Grade 3 Module 1: The Sea



Grade 3 Module 2: Outer Space



Grade 3 Module 3: A New Home



Grade 3 Module 4: Artists Make Art



4th Grade Overview 
Students in grade 4 have built a strong foundation of knowledge and skills and are ready to 
explore complex concepts. In these four modules, students explore the concepts of great 
heartedness, mythmaking, freedom, and perseverance. Engaging questions and grade-level texts 
prompt students to think deeply as they explore ideas essential to our humanity.

Writing:  Informative, narrative, opinion, and narrative, informative, or opinion writing (research)



Grade 4 Module 1: A Great Heart 

Grade 4 Module 2: Myths and Enduring Stories 



Grade 4 Module 3: The American Revolution 

Grade 4 Module 4: Let’s Play Ball 



5th Grade Overview 
Level 5 students consider important questions about culture, hardship, survival, and artistic 
expression. They confront the physical and emotional effects of adversity while exploring the 
opportunities such challenges present for growth. Students leave the year with a deeper 
understanding of the ways humans seek not only to survive but also to create culture, art, and joy.

Writing:  Informative, opinion, narrative, and narrative, informative, or opinion writing (research)



Grade 5 Module 1: Handed Down

Grade 5 Module 2: Extreme Settings 



Grade 5 Module 3: Wordplay 

Grade 5 Module 4: Windy City Poetry 



Why We Choose Arts and Letters:
Student Engagement:
- Turn and talks, reading, writing, examining art related to content and discussing 
- Students use physical books and annotate in their workbook
- Content is naturally engaging for younger students with lesson length 

Critical Thinking:
- Curriculum causes students to think critically about the content and real world
- Teachers reported a positive improvement in the way students critically think 

Writing: 
- Writing improvement noted by teachers who use it
- Builds student rigor

Lesson Structure: 
- Launch, learn, land
- Book end lessons (beginning and end) allow teachers to relate content to student interest



What is the CKLA curriculum?
Core Knowledge Language Arts (CKLA) for secondary middle school education (grades 6–8) 
is a comprehensive curriculum  designed to strengthen students’ literacy skills through 
structured reading, writing, discussion, and analysis.  The program uses complex literary 
and informational texts to help students develop critical thinking skills  while building 
background knowledge in areas such as history, culture, and human experiences . Through 
close reading and guided discussion, students learn to analyze themes, evaluate 
perspectives, and support their ideas using clear textual evidence .

For teachers, CKLA provides a consistent instructional framework that supports the 
development of key middle school literacy skills . Lessons include vocabulary 
development, opportunities for collaborative discussion, and structured writing tasks 
such as argumentative, informative, and narrative writing . The curriculum aligns with 
state academic standards and helps prepare students for the increased academic 
expectations of high school  by strengthening their reading comprehension, analytical 
thinking, and communication skills.



6th Grade Overview 

Writing:  Narratives, Storytelling, Poetry, 

This curriculum engages 
students in a variety of literary 

and informational texts  
designed to build strong 

reading, writing, and critical 
thinking skills . Throughout the 
year, students analyze narrative 

techniques and storytelling 
through works such as those by 

Roald Dahl and mystery 
narratives that emphasize 

inference, evidence, and plot 
development . Students also 

explore novels that focus on 
themes like friendship, identity, 
and personal decision-making , 

helping them understand 
character development and how 

choices influence outcomes.



6th Grade Overview 



7th Grade Overview 

Writing:  Narratives, Informational Texts, Character Development, Nonfiction 
Texts, Close Reading Analysis

This curriculum engages 
students in a wide range of 
literary and informational 

texts that strengthen reading, 
writing, and analytical 

thinking skills.  Students begin 
the year exploring narrative 

writing and historical context 
while also examining how 

authors develop characters 
and conflicts  within stories. 
Additional units introduce 

nonfiction topics such as brain 
science, helping students build 
knowledge while practicing 

close reading and analysis  of 
informational texts.



7th Grade Overview 



8th Grade Overview 

Writing:  Perspective Writing, Informational Texts, Narrative Writing, Character Analysis

This curriculum focuses on 
analyzing complex ideas, 

perspectives, and historical 
events through both 

literature and informational 
texts . Students explore themes 

of perspective, liberty, and 
equality while studying works 

such as Romeo and Juliet, 
science-related texts, and 

historical topics including the 
Holocaust and the Space Race. 
Throughout the year, students 

strengthen their ability to 
analyze texts, discuss ideas, 
and support their thinking 
with clear textual evidence.



8th Grade Overview 



Why We Choose CKLA:
- Strong alignment with state standards:  CKLA aligns with Minnesota ELA standards and 

provides a clear progression of reading, writing, speaking, and analytical skills across grades 
6–8.

- Knowledge-rich curriculum:  Units integrate literature with history, science, and culture, 
helping students build background knowledge that improves reading comprehension and 
critical thinking.

- Emphasis on evidence-based reading and writing:  Students regularly practice analyzing 
texts, participating in discussions, and supporting claims with textual evidence—skills essential 
for high school and beyond.

- Structured support for teachers:  CKLA provides organized lessons, vocabulary instruction, 
and built-in assessments, helping teachers deliver consistent, high-quality instruction.

- Engaging and diverse texts:  The curriculum includes novels, poetry, historical documents, and 
informational texts that expose students to a wide range of perspectives and topics.


