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iDEAL’s A-Team 
 

iDEAL’s Professional Team:  iDEAL’s team has the requisite capability, academic training, experience and 
certifications required to undertake the work described in this Proposal.  Our Project Manager and Administrative staff will 
work directly with you to keep you informed, coordinate all project activities and manage all the paperwork on your behalf.  
Behind the scenes, they will coordinate with our engineering, construction and other teams to assure all the resources are 
provided to make sure your project is delivered at the highest level of quality possible and that your experience is 
exceptional. 

Chris Psihos   PRESIDENT/CEO 

Chris founded iDEAL Energies to bring to market innovative solutions for helping companies execute on renewable energy 
opportunities, in particular solar energy. He has steered iDEAL to become a fully integrated company with the structure 
necessary to design, install, finance & operate turnkey commercial solar systems, including leasing, electrical, financing & 
construction.  Chris earned a BS in chemical engineering from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He also earned a Juris 
Doctorate from the William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Rich Ragatz   SR VP BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

Rich started working with iDEAL Energies when it was founded in 2010. Thanks to his wide-ranging background in business 
and real estate, and his sound business acumen, and Rich has helped position iDEAL as the premier commercial solar installer 
in Minnesota.  He has been involved in the real estate business for more than 25 years, including commercial mortgage 
banking in Chicago, commercial real estate and land appraisal in Portland, and commercial sales and leasing in 
Minneapolis.  Rich earned a BA degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison (UW) in real estate and marketing. He 
also earned a master degree from UW Madison in Real Estate Appraisal and Investment Analysis. 

David Carbonneau   VP OF ENGINEERING & PROCUREMENT 

David managed iDEAL’s engineering and design teams and procures best in class parts and equipment and partners with 
vendors to source the finest components for PV solar systems. With his engineering background he provides technical support 
and troubleshooting during the planning/design/construction stages of the solar arrays. He has extensive experience in both 
the HVAC and solar industries, as well as his electrical apprenticeship and NABCEP PVIP certification. Dave holds a BS degree 
in Civil Engineering from the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities. 

• NABCEP Certified PV Installation Professional / Certification # PV-110121-013609 

Alistair Hall   STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 

Alistair is iDEAL’s on house structural engineer that has reviewed over 500 buildings for solar, analyzing all manners of 
buildings that encompass over a century’s worth of construction techniques. He designs and oversees implementation of 
structural roof retrofits when necessary and has been influential in developing proprietary software for ballasting and 
concentrated load analysis. Alistair has experience working in structural forensics as well as practicing general building 
design with one of Minnesota’s top structural engineering firms. While with this firm he gravitated to structural rehabilitation 
gaining experience with wood, aluminum, masonry, and steel existing structures. Alistair works with iDEAL’s subcontractor 
engineering firms that are hired by iDEAL to facilitate work. Alistair graduated with a BS degree in Civil Engineering with a 
Structural Emphasis from the Georgia Institute of Technology. 
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Stephanie Rogalsky   LEAD PROJECT ENGINEER 

Stephanie is iDEAL’s in-house electrical engineer. She oversees the electrical design, including single line drawings, wire and 
raceway sizing per NEC regulations, and selecting equipment to meet requirements for utility interconnection. She has 
designed rooftop and ground mount systems ranging from 40kW to 1MW AC. Prior to entering industry, her experience in 
solar began during college with the University of Minnesota Solar Vehicle Project. Both experiences involve managing the 
integration of designs from multiple disciplines into a final product to be built. Stephanie works with iDEAL’s subcontractor 
engineering firms that are hired by iDEAL to facilitate work.  She earned a BS in Electrical Engineering from the University 
of Minnesota - Twin Cities. 

Wendy Vorasane   BUSINESS OPERATIONS MANAGER 

Wendy is a Business Operations Manager who manages client relations and interconnection applications.  Wendy manages 
all communications and paperwork with the Utility on our Customer’s behalf.  She comes with 20+ years of customer service 
experience.  For 400+ projects, she excels in organizing and maintaining complex customer relationships, and the handling 
of all the details of solar system installations, allowing customer stakeholders to comfortably focus on their operations. 

Elizabeth Psihos   COO 

Elizabeth is responsible for the mobilization and construction of all iDEAL solar projects, including materials planning, site 
logistics, contractor utilization, regulatory compliance, customer communication, installation, commissioning and clean 
up.  Elizabeth has 10 years of experience with commercial solar spanning sales, finance, state regulation, utility coordination 
and construction, as well as decades of executive and project management experience.  She has a BS degree in Computer 
Science from St. Thomas University. 

Russell Goetze   VP OF ELECTRICAL OPERATIONS 

Russell is a master electrician that oversees all electrical operations for iDEAL Energies’ in-house electrical company, Green2 

Electric.  He manages a bright team of journeymen and apprentice electricians, keeping them informed & supported with the 
right tools and resources to efficiently build productive PV solar systems. He oversees the daily construction activities at all 
work sites and is responsible for the overall progress of projects as well as the scheduling of workers and the delivery of 
equipment and materials. His strong leadership is built from 20+ years as an electrician in areas of residential, agricultural, 
commercial, industrial, institutional and governmental. Russell went to Anoka Hennepin Technical College for his Construction 
Electrician courses. He passed his journeyman’s license in 2004 and obtained his master’s license in 2006. 

Jim Ciolkosz   VP OF OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE 

Jim is responsible for all O & M for iDEAL Energies – which includes, but is not limited to, managing multiple solar monitoring 
platforms, troubleshooting of all array production issues, collecting all reporting data, Initial Internet Set-up for all systems, 
all customer interactions with maintenance programs, witness test verification during start up, maintaining the RMA system for 
warranty items, drone analysis for all arrays, other duties as needed. Previously, Jim worked in the Hazardous Waste Industry 
for 30+ years, held multiple local and regional management and operational positions. He has managed multiple facilities 
in all aspects of Finance, Regulatory Compliance, Operations, Logistics, and workforce responsibilities. Jim earned a BA in 
Biology from the University of Minnesota.
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iDEAL Energies Warranty 
 

Engineering and Design Services Warranty   Seller warrants that it will perform the engineering and design services 
in a professional and workmanlike manner using the degree of care, skill, prudence, judgment and diligence that a 
reasonable, qualified and competent provider of similar services would exercise.  Except as otherwise provided 
herein, for a period beginning on the Substantial Completion Date and ending five years later (the “Warranty 
Period”), if it is shown that there was an error in such engineering and design services as a result of Seller’s failure 
to meet those standards, and if Customer properly notifies Seller within the Warranty Period, Seller will, at its own 
expense and at no cost to Customer, re-perform such services to remedy such error within a reasonable timeframe.  

Installation Services Warranty    Seller warrants that it will perform the installation services in a professional and 
workmanlike manner using the degree of care, skill, prudence, judgment and diligence that a reasonable, qualified 
and competent provider of similar services would exercise.  Except as otherwise provided herein, if during the 
Warranty Period it is shown that there was an error in such installation services as a result of Seller’s failure to meet 
those standards, and if Customer properly notifies Seller within the Warranty Period, Seller will, at its own expense 
and at no cost to Customer, re-perform such services to remedy such error within a reasonable timeframe.     

Limited System Components Warranty   Seller warrants that the System Components will be new and not physically 
damaged by Seller at the time of Substantial Completion.  If Customer notifies Seller within the Warranty Period 
that any System Components were not new or were, at that time, physically damaged by Seller at the time of 
Substantial Completion, Seller will replace such System Components within a reasonable timeframe with System 
Components that are new and undamaged. 

Roof Warranty   Except as otherwise provided herein, if during the Warranty Period it is shown that the roof leaks 
solely as a result of Seller’s installation of the Energy System, and if Customer properly notifies Seller within the 
Warranty Period, Seller will, at its own expense and at no cost to Customer, promptly repair the roof so that it does 
not leak; provided that such leaking is not due to normal wear and tear. 

Limitation on Warranties    The above warranties do NOT cover damage, malfunctions or services failures to the 
extent caused by: 

1. Failure to follow any applicable operations or maintenance manual or any other maintenance 
instructions provided by Seller or the manufacturer of the System Components, or failure to properly 
maintain or operate the Energy System; 

2. Repair, modification, maintenance, movement or relocation of the Energy System or the System 
Components by someone other than a service technician approved by Seller or the manufacturer of 
the System Components; 

3. Attachment or connection to the Energy System of any equipment not supplied by Seller, or the use 
of the Energy System for a purpose for which the Project was not intended; 

4. Abuse, misuse or acts of Customer or any third person (other than Seller or its employees or agents), 
including intentional damage, theft or vandalism; or 

5. Damage or deteriorated performance of the Energy System or Site caused by electrical surges, 
building settling, building component failure, work done on the building or adjacent structures, use 
of machinery or vehicle in the area, winds in excess of the system design rating, lightning, fire, flood, 
extreme weather conditions, pests, tornadoes, hurricanes, hail, storms, explosions, earthquakes, 
ground subsidence, falling debris, force majeure (as described in Section 16.g of the Purchase 
Agreement), accidental breakages (not caused by Seller or its employees or agents), normal wear 
and tear, and other events or accidents outside the reasonable control of Seller.  
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Solar Array Operations & Maintenance 
 

iDEAL Energies’ O&M Services 
 

A commercial rooftop solar array is a long-term investment designed to deliver reliable energy and financial savings 
for decades. To ensure maximum performance and protect system value, proactive operations and maintenance 
(O&M) are essential. O&M programs safeguard against production loss, extend equipment life, and confirm that all 
system components operate within manufacturer specifications. 

iDEAL’s installation team delivers solar arrays that are optimized for performance.   Before your solar array is 
started up, Ideal runs the solar array through multiple inspections to make sure it operates correctly form the 
beginning.   After initial start-up and fine tuning to ensure your solar array is tuned for reliable performance, an 
operations and maintenance program is the next step.   

iDEAL Energies provides structured O&M programs that combine industry best practices with our in-house expertise, 
giving customers confidence and predictable system performance. With over 400 solar arrays currently under 
management, our team has the experience and proven track record to keep your system performing at its best. 

This proposal includes a five-year O&M program, which works in tandem with iDEAL’s five-year warranty. Together, 
these provide comprehensive coverage for the first years of operation and set a strong foundation for decades of 
reliable production. As the initial term approaches expiration, we will work with you to review performance and to 
discuss options for extending O&M coverage to support the system throughout its lifetime. 

 

O&M Services Description 

• Continuous monitoring of equipment using web-based monitoring equipment to identify and troubleshoot 
equipment and performance issues. 

• Weekly performance monitoring via the online monitoring system to validate inverter and panel output 
against benchmarks. 

• Semi-annual site audits that include: 

1. Inspecting panels, inverters, and racking for physical damage. 

2. Cleaning debris on or under the array. 

3. Ensuring all labels are intact. 

4. Checking for loose hanging wires and making repairs as needed. 

5. Inspecting and tightening electrical connections. 

6. Checking enclosures for corrosion and repairing where necessary. 

• Management of all system component warranty claims on behalf of the customer. 
• Replacement services for covered components under manufacturer warranties, including panels, optimizers, 

and inverters, with published rates for labor and recycling where applicable. 
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System Monitoring 
 

iDEAL Energies ensures optimal performance with live-time system monitoring to quickly detect faults and maintain 
system efficiency for long-term success.  Online monitoring is provided by the inverter manufacturer at no cost. 
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Equipment Summary 

 
At iDEAL Energies, we believe that long-term solar performance begins with selecting the right equipment. 
We exclusively source products from Tier 1 manufacturers with proven records of reliability, durability, 
and financial strength. Every component we install including panels, inverters, racking systems, and 
monitoring platform are selected to meet the highest standards of safety, performance, and warranty 
protection. 
 
Our team continuously evaluates the solar technology landscape to ensure that the systems we design, and 
install are built with the most advanced and field-tested equipment available. iDEAL has deployed systems 
using components from industry leaders such as Jinko, QCell, SolarEdge, SMA, Unirac and PanelClaw 
brands that are recognized globally for innovation, quality control, and long-term product reliability.  This 
commitment to quality means: 

• Better long-term energy production 
• Fewer warranty claims and maintenance issues 
• Higher ROI and energy savings for our customers 
• Confidence that your system will perform as expected for decades 

Each project is engineered to site-specific requirements, and equipment is selected to optimize performance 
based on roof structure, electrical infrastructure, and environmental conditions. Whether it’s high-efficiency 
bifacial panels, optimizers that enhance safety and output, or racking systems with minimal ballast and 
roof protection in mind, iDEAL delivers systems that are built to last.    

Item Type Warranty 

Panel 173   Silfab SIL-580XM+ - DCB (Dom 
Con) 

30-year linear power warranty and a 
25-year product warranty 

 419   Phono PS590M8GFH-24/TNH 30-year linear performance warranty 
and a 15-year product warranty 

Inverter 1   SolarEdge SE100k 480V3Ph Inverter 
(Dom Con) 

12-year standard warranty, extendable 
to 20 years 

 2   SolarEdge SE80k 480V3Ph Inverter 
(Dom Con) 

12-year standard warranty, extendable 
to 20 years 

Optimizer 592   SolarEdge C651U Power 
Optimizer (Dom Con)   25-Year Product Warranty 

        

Racking Panel Claw (CFR+) (Dom Con) 25-Year Product Warranty 

 Aerocompact S Base 25 Year Product Warranty 
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Equipment Specifications 
 

Panel 

Silfab SIL-580XM+ - DCB (Dom Con) 

Silfab Solar is a leading North American solar panel manufacturer known for its premium-quality, high-efficiency 
modules and commitment to domestic production. As of 2025, Silfab has manufactured and delivered over 10 
million solar panels, with a strong focus on the U.S. and Canadian markets. Silfab panels used by iDEAL are 
proudly made in state-of-the-art facilities in Washington and Toronto, ensuring full compliance with U.S. import 
regulations and eligibility for domestic content incentives under the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). 

Silfab has earned industry recognition for both performance and reliability. Its modules have consistently achieved 
Top Performer status in the PVEL PV Module Reliability Scorecard, a testament to their durability in harsh 
environmental conditions and long-term energy output. Silfab’s commitment to quality is backed by rigorous in-
house testing and a 25-year product and 30-year performance warranty. 

As a Tier 1-equivalent manufacturer known for its strong financial stability and vertically integrated operations, 
Silfab is a trusted supplier for residential, commercial, and utility-scale projects. The company’s ongoing investment 
in next-generation cell technologies, including back-contact and N-type designs, places it among the industry 
leaders in innovation, performance, and low degradation rates. 

• MODEL: Silfab SIL-580XM+ - DCB 
• 30-year linear power warranty and a 25-year product warranty 
• High efficiency 22.4% N-Type Silicon Bifacial cells 
• 144 of the highest efficiency, premium quality N-Type Silicon half cells result in a maximum power density.  
• Positive nameplate tolerance of 0, + 10% 
• 3.2mm fully tempered front glass  
• Thick and Tough: smaller module format that is structurally stiffer, experiences lower wind force, better 

withstands point impacts and localize failure risk. 
• First-year maximum degradation: 2%. Annual degradation thereafter: 0.3% per year, guaranteeing a 

minimum of 89.3% power retention after 30 years. 

Phono PS590M8GFH-24/TNH 

Phono Solar is a globally recognized solar panel manufacturer offering high-efficiency photovoltaic modules for 
commercial and utility-scale applications. The Phono Draco Module Series used by iDEAL features advanced N-
type monocrystalline technology with 144-cell, 16-busbar construction, delivering module ratings from 580W to 
600W with efficiencies up to 23.23%. The modules are designed for strong real-world energy production, 
including improved weak-light performance, competitive high-temperature performance, and bifacial technology 
that can provide up to 30% additional power yield depending on site conditions and rear-side irradiance. 

 

Phono’s Draco Series is backed by a 15-year product warranty and a 30-year linear performance warranty. The 
modules are warranted with first-year degradation of less than 1.0% and annual degradation of only 0.40%, 
maintaining 87.4% guaranteed power output at year 30. This long-term performance profile supports stable 
production expectations and dependable project economics for commercial solar customers. 
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The modules are engineered for demanding rooftop and ground-mount applications, with dual-glass construction, 
strong anti-PID characteristics, and broad environmental suitability, including high-humidity, windy, dusty, snowfield, 
vertical-installation, and BIPV applications. The product also carries key certifications and standards, including IEC 
61215, IEC 61730, UL 61730, ISO 9001 quality management, ISO 14001 environmental management, and ISO 
45001 occupational health and safety management. 

 

From a structural and durability standpoint, the Draco modules are rated for up to 5,400 Pa front-side static 
loading, 2,400 Pa rear-side static loading, hail impact up to 25 mm at 80 km/h, and operation from -40°C to 
+85°C. The modules use 2.0 mm / 2.0 mm heat-strengthened glass, an anodized aluminum alloy frame, IP68-
rated junction box, and original Stäubli MC4 connectors, reflecting a robust design suitable for long-term 
commercial rooftop performance. 

• MODEL: Phono Draco Series - PS590M8GFH-24/TNH 
• 30-year linear performance warranty and a 15-year product warranty 
• High efficiency 22.84% N-Type Silicon Bifacial cells 
• Bifacial N-Type with lower degradation and up to 30% additional power yield from bifacial technology 
• Positive nameplate tolerance of 0, + 3% 
• 2.0mm heat strengthened glass on glass construction for increased structural rigidity 
• First-year degradation guaranteed not to exceed 1%. Annual degradation from year two onwards 

guaranteed not to exceed 0.4% per year. Ensured minimum power output at 30 years is at least 87.4%. 
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Inverter 
 

SolarEdge SE100k 480V3Ph Inverter (Dom Con)    

SolarEdge is a global leader in smart energy solutions, best known for its DC-optimized inverter architecture, which 
increases the total energy yield of a solar array by enabling each panel to perform at its maximum potential. 
Unlike traditional systems where the lowest-performing panel can limit the output of the entire string, SolarEdge 
uses module-level power optimizers that mitigate losses from shading, soiling, or mismatch—resulting in more 
kilowatt-hours generated per installed watt. More energy means greater utility bill savings over the life of the 
system, directly improving project economics and accelerating ROI. Backed by a strong financial position as a 
publicly traded company (NASDAQ: SEDG) and proven performance across global markets, SolarEdge offers 
reliable, bankable technology that helps businesses reduce operating expenses and take control of long-term 
energy costs. 

• MODEL: SE100k 
• 100kW / 480V / 3 Ph 
•  
• SolarEdge produces up to 5–10% more energy than traditional string inverter systems through module-

level optimization. 
• System includes cloud-based dashboard with real-time monitoring at the panel level—ideal for tracking 

performance, energy cost reduction, and internal reporting. 
• Integrated safety features (e.g., rapid shutdown, arc fault protection) reduce risk and meet NEC code 

requirements. 
• Future-ready platform integrates with battery storage, EV charging, and load control, supporting your 

broader sustainability or ESG strategy. 
• 12-year standard warranty, extendable to 20 years 

SolarEdge SE80k 480V3Ph Inverter (Dom Con) 

SolarEdge is a global leader in smart energy solutions, best known for its DC-optimized inverter architecture, which 
increases the total energy yield of a solar array by enabling each panel to perform at its maximum potential. 
Unlike traditional systems where the lowest-performing panel can limit the output of the entire string, SolarEdge 
uses module-level power optimizers that mitigate losses from shading, soiling, or mismatch—resulting in more 
kilowatt-hours generated per installed watt. More energy means greater utility bill savings over the life of the 
system, directly improving project economics and accelerating ROI. Backed by a strong financial position as a 
publicly traded company (NASDAQ: SEDG) and proven performance across global markets, SolarEdge offers 
reliable, bankable technology that helps businesses reduce operating expenses and take control of long-term 
energy costs. 

• MODEL: SE80k 
• 80kW / 480V / 3 Ph 
•  
• SolarEdge produces up to 5–10% more energy than traditional string inverter systems through module-

level optimization. 
• System includes cloud-based dashboard with real-time monitoring at the panel level—ideal for tracking 

performance, energy cost reduction, and internal reporting. 
• Integrated safety features (e.g., rapid shutdown, arc fault protection) reduce risk and meet NEC code 

requirements. 
• Future-ready platform integrates with battery storage, EV charging, and load control, supporting your 

broader sustainability or ESG strategy. 
• 12-year standard warranty, extendable to 20 years 
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Optimizer 
 

SolarEdge C651U Power Optimizer (Dom Con) 

SolarEdge is a global leader in smart energy technology, known for pioneering the DC-optimized inverter system 
that transforms how solar power is harvested and managed at the module level. Founded in 2006 and publicly 
traded on the NASDAQ (SEDG), the company is financially stable with a strong global presence and a proven 
track record across residential, commercial, and utility-scale markets. SolarEdge’s technology pairs high-efficiency 
inverters with proprietary power optimizers, enabling superior energy output, real-time panel-level monitoring, 
and enhanced safety through built-in rapid shutdown features. Their systems are future-ready—compatible with 
batteries, EV chargers, and smart energy devices—making them an ideal choice for customers seeking long-term 
value, innovation, and reliability from a bankable partner. 

• MODEL: C651U 
• Each panel performs independently, recovering energy typically lost to shading, dirt, or mismatch. 
• Real-time visibility into performance of each individual module for faster diagnostics and better asset 

management. 
• Optimizers isolate underperforming panels, minimizing production loss and reducing service calls. 
• 25-Year Product Warranty 
• This optimizer is a one-to-one device, meaning it is designed to operate with a single module per 

optimizer. 
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Racking 
 

Panel Claw (CFR+) (Dom Con) 

PanelClaw is the #1 flat roof racking provider in North America. Their racking has been deployed on over 13,000 
projects totaling nearly 3GW in more than 35 countries around the world. They focus exclusively on flat roof 
systems. With their 15 plus years of experience, they are transforming the way commercial rooftop PV is done. 

PanelClaw believes that buildings are the energy hubs of the future, and PanelClaw’s purpose is to accelerate 
their transition to renewable energy. They provide racking, services, and digital solutions to accelerate the 
transition to solar energy. 

With headquarters in North America and Europe, PanelClaw is the largest provider of PV racking solutions and 
services for buildings. Their unmatched track record of reliability provides peace of mind for their customers 
worldwide. Their commitment to cutting-edge engineering has yielded best-in-class racking solutions for over 15 
years, and their dedication to world-class service drives partnership and trust. 

• MODEL:  Panel Claw CFR 
• 10 Degree Tilt 
• Compatible with membrane, tar and gravel, ballasted, BUR, concrete and asphalt roofs. 
• Smart design features like wind deflectors and optimized ballast allow it to handle high winds with less 

weight. 
• 25-Year Product Warranty 
• Fully UL2703 code-compliant 

 

Aerocompact S Base 

AEROCOMPACT is a leading global provider of flat roof racking solutions, with its S-Base system engineered to 
simplify and accelerate commercial rooftop solar installations. Designed with a revolutionary quick-click assembly, 
S-Base has been deployed across a wide range of projects, delivering fast installation, reduced labor costs, and 
reliable performance in diverse environments. With a strong focus on flat roof applications, AEROCOMPACT 
continues to redefine efficiency and scalability in rooftop PV design. 

 

AEROCOMPACT believes in making solar deployment smarter, faster, and more cost-effective. The S-Base system 
combines lightweight, nested base plates with integrated ballast and wind deflection to minimize point loads and 
material use while maintaining structural integrity. Its innovative design enables single-person installation and 
supports high wind and snow loads, ensuring dependable performance across North America and beyond. 

• MODEL: Aerocompact S-Base 
• 10 Degree Tilt 
• Compatible with all flat roofs inclduing membrane, tar and gravel, ballasted, BUR, concrete and 

asphalt roofs. 
• 25-Year Product Warranty 
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Demand Reduction Utility Bill Savings 
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Solar for Schools Grant Contract 

 



 

19 
 

 



 

20 
 

 



 

21 
 

 



 

22 
  



 

23 
 



 

24 
 



 

25 
 



 

26 
  



 

27 
 

Solar for Schools RFP Document 
 

 

Solar for Schools: 2026 Program 
 

Amanda Schienebeck | Solar on Schools Program Administrator 

SolarForSchools@state.mn.us 

mailto:SolarForSchools@state.mn.us


2/3/2026 mn.gov/solar4schools 

 

 

 
 
 

2026 R1 Funding  

• Readiness Assessment Open February 02, 2026 
• Full Applications due July 03, 2026 
• https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp 

 
 

2026 R2 Funding (Anticipated) 

• Readiness Assessment ~July 2026 
• Full Applications Due ~December 2026 

More Information: mn.gov/solar4schools 

Department of Commerce Active RFPs  

Program Overview 

https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp
https://mn.gov/solar4schools
https://mn.gov/commerce/business/rfp.jsp


2/3/2026 mn.gov/solar4schools 

 

 

Amanda Schienebeck, Program Administrator 

Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us 

mn gov/Solar4Schools 
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K-12 Schools 

 
$12,884,232 

 
MN State Colleges & Universities 

 
$1,117,800 
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K-12 Schools 

 
$4,126,303 

 
MN State Colleges & Universities 

 
$2,006,889 

Remaining Program Funds 

mailto:Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us


 

 

2024-2025 Incentives   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2/3/2026  



2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Increase the minimum grant from 40%  70% and the maximum grant 
from 70%  90% 

“Reverse” the grant from being a percentage of project cost, with a not- 
to-exceed financial limit, to being a financial dollar amount per watt, 
with percentage cost limitations 

 
 

Condense the number of grant levels from four levels down to three 

Summary of Incentive Changes 
All Discussed in More Detail on Further Slides 



Amanda Schienebeck, Program Administrator 

Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us 

mn gov/Solar4Schools 
Incentive Changes Explained: Pre-Readiness Assessment 

2/3/2026 mn.gov/solar4schools 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

School Type or Eligibility Category Estimated Grant % 

ANTC/APU ≤ $5,000 90% 

≤ $9,250 ANTC/APU > $5,000 

Tribal Contract Schools 

 
80% 

ANTC/APU > $9,250 

Colleges & Universities 

Cooperative Districts 

 

70% 

 

Condense the number of grant 
levels from four levels down to 
three 

 

Increase the minimum grant from 
40%  70% and the maximum 

grant from 70%  90% 

mailto:Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us


Incentive Changes Explained: Readiness Assessment 

 

 

2/3/2026 7 

 

 
 
 

Total Maximum Grant ($) = System Size (kWdc) X 1000 X Grant Rate ($/w) 
 
 
 

 An Applicant’s grant rate is determined by its school type, financial need, and system size 
(using the incentive table on the next slide) 

 The total maximum grant is calculated by multiplying the applicable grant rate by the 
nameplate capacity of the system, as identified in the Readiness Assessment. This represents 
the maximum value of funds reserved for Applicants whose Readiness Assessment 
application is approved. 



2026 Grant Incentive Rates 

 

 

 

School Type or 
Eligibility Category 

System Size (kWdc) Grant Rate 
($/watt) 

Not to Exceed 
(% of Project Cost) 

 

ANTC/APU ≤ $5,000 

≤ 50 $ 2.70  

90% 
> 50 & ≤ 125 $ 2.34 

> 125 & ≤ 625 $ 1.98 
> 625 & ≤ 1250 $ 1.62 

 
≤ $9,250 ANTC/APU > $5,000 

Tribal Contract Schools 

≤ 50 $ 2.40  

80% 
> 50 & ≤ 125 $ 2.08 

> 125 & ≤ 625 $ 1.76 
> 625 & ≤ 1250 $ 1.44 

ANTC/APU> $9,250 

Colleges & Universities 

Cooperative Districts 

≤ 50 $ 2.10  
 

70% 
> 50 & ≤ 125 $ 1.82 

> 125 & ≤ 625 $ 1.54 
> 625 & ≤ 1250 $ 1.26 



2026 Grant Incentive Rates 

 

 

 

SYSTEM SIZE 2024-2025 Cost Basis ($/watt) 2026 Cost Basis ($/watt) 
≤ 50 $ 2.40 $ 3.00 

> 50 & ≤ 125 $ 2.00 $ 2.60 
> 125 & ≤ 625 $ 1.60 $ 2.20 

> 625 & ≤ 1250 $ 1.20 $ 1.80 
 
 

System Size 
(kWdc) 

2026 Grant Cost 
Basis ($/watt) 

 
90% 

 
80% 

 
70% 

≤ 50 $ 3.00 $ 2.70 $ 2.40 $ 2.10 

> 50 & ≤ 125 $ 2.60 $ 2.34 $ 2.08 $ 1.82 

> 125 & ≤ 625 $ 2.20 $ 1.98 $ 1.76 $ 1.54 

> 625 & ≤ 1250 $ 1.80 $ 1.62 $ 1.44 $ 1.26 



Incentive Changes Explained: Final Grant 

2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 
 

The final grant award will be established after submission of the Full Application and will be calculated using the final system size. It may be additionally reduced or 
limited due to one or more of the following: 

1. System Size Changes 
2. System Cost 
3. District and University-Wide Grant Caps 
4. Additional Funding Sources (Additional Incentives, Tax Credit) 
5. Voluntary Grant Reductions 
6. Remaining Programmatic Funds 
7. Other Factors the Department Deems Necessary 



Grant Contract Update – Outside Funds (24m) 

2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 

 



Tax Credit Considerations 

2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 

 

24-month contract, with 6-month minimum check-ins to allow for Grantees to report additional funds to be added 
to the budget (e.g., secured incentives, eligible solar tax credit identified to be pursued) 

 

• Due to time limitations of the solar tax credit, Full Grant Applications that 
have identified intent and budgeted for the solar tax credit will be reviewed 
on a first-come-first-serve basis in the order in which they were received. All 
other applications will receive notification no later than Friday, July 31, 2026. 



 

 

Procurement Requirements – Grant Contract 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2/3/2026  



Procurement Requirements – Grant Contract 

2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Procurement Requirements – Grant Contract 

2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 
 

 



Procurement – Readiness Assessment 

2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 
 

System Procurement Program Process: Describe the current planned procurement process and how it aligns with the school’s statutory procurement 
requirements. 

Procurement Commitment: Indicate the level of procurement commitment. Applicants will be required to submit proof of following through on this commitment in the 
Full Grant Application. 

 No Commitment 
 No RFP Commitment, But Good Faith to Receive 2+ Proposals 
 Public RFP, Formal State Solar Master Contract, or GES Public Solicitation (e.g., Minn. 

Stat. § 123B.65 Sub.2(b)(1)) 
Prevailing Wage Commitment: 



Procurement – Full Application 

2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 

 

Grant Application: As part of the Full Grant Application, Applicants must identify their System ownership 
and financing model, detail their procurement process, and specify the procurement statute, including all 

applicable subdivisions that Applicant followed to sufficiently meet all legal procurement obligations. 

• Applicants must also provide copies of documents as necessary for the 
Department to determine that the specified procurement statute and 
subdivision(s) requirements have been met (where feasible at the time of the 
application submission). 



2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 
 
 

• identified system financing as: direct ownership – no debt 

• declared they met procurement obligations under MN Stat. § 471.345 subd. 4a. 

• committed to the highest level of voluntary procurement commitment in Readiness 
Assessment and followed through by issuing a public RFP 

• uploaded a copy of the final RFP which they distributed to solicit solar proposals 

• uploaded proof of public distribution of the RFP: a copy of the outgoing email 
including the email recipient list as well as the local newspaper posting 

• the district does not need to upload a copy of the contract between the developer 
and the school district as part of this question – they upload that later in the 
application. 

Procurement Example 1 Full Application Responses 
- Energy Elementary School 



2/3/2026 

 

 

 
 
 
 

• identified system financing as: Guaranteed Energy Savings Contract 

• declared they met procurement obligations under MN Stat. § 471.345 subd. Subd. 13 
• uploaded a copy of the published public notice(s) of the meeting in which the applicant proposed to award 

the contract 
• uploaded a copy of the written guarantee from qualified provider 
• committed to the highest level of voluntary procurement commitment in Readiness Assessment and followed 

through by issuing a GES public solicitation (e.g., Minn. Stat. § 123B.65 Sub.2(b)(1)) and uploaded proof of 
GES public solicitation in the form of a copy of the published notice of the proposed contract in the school 
board’s official newspaper 

• the district does not need to upload a copy of the contract between the developer and the school district as 
part of this question – they upload that later in the application. 

• the district does not upload proof of sufficient bonds as no such bonds have been required nor obtained by 
time of application submission but acknowledges the statutory obligation in a subsequent application 
question. 

Procurement Example 1 Full Application Responses 
- Sunny Secondary School 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/123b.65#stat.123B.65.2
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Questions? 

Amanda Schienebeck | Solar on Schools Program Administrator 

SolarForSchools@state.mn.us | Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us 

mailto:SolarForSchools@state.mn.us
mailto:Amanda.schienebeck@state.mn.us
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Sell Sheets  
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