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The Harris County Department of Education (HCDE) operates Special Schools that provide specialized 
educational services for students whose needs cannot be met in traditional school settings. Among these 
are the Academic and Behavior Schools, including ABS East, which serve students aged 5–22 who have 
intellectual, developmental, behavioral, emotional, or significant health-related disabilities. 
 
These schools partner with area school districts to deliver individualized and highly structured programs 
that combine academic instruction, life skills development, and behavior management. HCDE’s approach 
is rooted in data-driven behavioral support techniques and emphasizes positive reinforcement, small class 
sizes, and low student-to-teacher ratios to help students function successfully and, where appropriate, 
transition back to a less restrictive educational environment. The goal of the ABS programs is to equip 
students with the academic, social, and behavioral skills needed to achieve greater independence and 
contribute to society. 


















