
LA VERNIA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

National 
Debate 

UIL State 
Qualifiers

Congrats to Melina Cortinas and Erik 
Santoyo for placing 9th out of 55 teams at 
the state policy debate tournament. 

They are coming home as state medalists. 

Also congrats to Faith Garcia and Morgan 
Manning who also represented La Vernia 
at state. 

August 17, 2026
Presented by Mr. Noah Recker, 

UIL Coordinator

State Congress
Elizabeth Sanders
Hannah Raphael
Kandice Cavazos

State CX Debate
Faith Garcia & Morgan Manning
Erik Santoyo & Melina Cortinas

State Extemp
Daniel DeLeon

Hannah Raphael

State LD Debate
Jacob Previtire
Dane Caldwell

Luke Gray

National Qualifiers
Melina Cortinas
Jacob Previtire
Hayden Koepp

Luke Gray
Daniel DeLeon

Erik Santoyo
Belen De La Fuente 


