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Aledo ISD 
Recognized As:  

Aledo ISD is one of only seven school districts in Texas to receive this honor.
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HOW WE TEACHWHAT WE TEACH AUTHENTIC LITERACY

Standards Driven 
Curriculum

Teaching to the Depth 
of the Standards Fundamental Five

Focus on 8 Cognitive Skills
Thinking Maps

Cross-Disciplinary Literacy
(listening, speaking, reading, writing, thinking)

Write From the 
Beginning & Beyond

Rigor, Relevance, 
Learner Engagement

Workshop Model

Culture of Excellence
Professional Learning Community



Implementation Measures of District Instructional Focus 2025-26

District Instructional Priorities 
Reported Monthly

 Lesson Frame
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

Critical Writing
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

FSGPT
Goal 100% of classrooms by June

Evidence of Clear Classroom Expectations / 
LEAD Matrix

Goal 95% of classrooms by June

Student-Driven Learning
*Monthly report will consist of exemplars,

rather than a percentage

Instructional Rounds Data
*District Aggregate Data Shared Each Semester

PLC Goals 
Reported Quarterly

Focus on Learning
Goal 92% of CTs by June

Collaborative Culture
Goal 96% of CTs by June

Focus on Results
Goal 91%  of CTs by June

Progress Monitoring 
Reported BOY, MOY, EOY

CIRCLE Progress Monitoring
PK Reading / Math Screener

mCLASS Texas
K-2 Reading Screener

IXL Math 
K-2 Math Screener

MAP Growth
3-8 Reading Screener

3-8 Math Screener



Instructional Focus 
Implementation

Reporting Period 6
February 9-March 13, 2026
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Students took on the role of regional planners and investigated 
challenges facing regions in Africa. They identified and ranked 
key issues with their peers, proposed potential solutions, and 
evaluated the effectiveness of those solutions through peer 

discussion. Groups were given a $10 million budget and selected 
from a menu of options to determine how funds would be 

allocated to address the identified challenges.

Coder Elementary
Rachel King
5th Science

In a Valentine’s-themed lab, students modeled how sedimentary 
rocks form using crushed crackers and pink and red cornbread as 

their “sediments.” They discussed weathering and erosion, then 
layered their crumbs to show deposition. Pressing down 

demonstrated compaction, and adding water showed cementation 
as the layers stuck together. This hands-on activity helped students 

clearly visualize how sedimentary rocks form.

McAnally Middle
Amy Mitchell

6th Social Studies



Lynn McKinney Elementary
Georgi Hernandez

3rd Grade - RLA/SS

After analyzing paired argumentative texts, students assumed roles of 
farmers, ranchers, lawyers, judges, scientists, and environmentalists to 

take a stance and persuade an audience to agree or disagree that wolves 
should be roaming in Yellowstone National Park! Students were so excited 

to present their arguments and make their case!

McAnally Middle School
Alli Hill & Ashley Williams

8th Grade - RLA

Students learned how the district’s LEAD characteristics–learning, 
empathy, accountability, and dedication–shaped actions during the 

Holocaust and saw how these values appear in literature and history. As 
they created posters, they reflected on how these values apply to their own 

lives and choices today.



In Miss McCurdy’s 7th grade math class, students are actively 
exploring how three-dimensional figures are constructed from nets. 

After selecting a figure, students determined how graph paper could 
be strategically cut and folded to build the shape. Through this 

hands-on investigation, they deepened their understanding of the 
relationship between a net and its corresponding solid, using those 

connections to determine surface area.

Vandagriff Elementary
Jessica Hull

4th Grade Math

In Mrs. Hull’s 4th grade math class, student thinking is front and center. 
During a Hexagonal Thinking task, students collaborated to make 

meaningful connections between geometric shapes, their attributes, 
and how geometry appears in the real world. After constructing their 
initial connections, students engaged in deeper analysis by studying 

other groups’ work and identifying similarities and differences.

Aledo Middle School
Grace McCurdy

7th Accelerated Math



Mrs. Cox's A&P class were dissecting cow eyes as an extension for 
higher level students to examine the different structures under the 
microscope to connect the histology (previous unit) to the function 

of that part of the eye. 

McCall
Elisabeth Garcia

5th Science

Students explored the transfer of energy by designing and 
building Rube Goldberg machines that incorporated multiple 

energy sources and simple machines. Throughout the activity, 
students were highly engaged in the scientific process of 

experimenting, observing outcomes, and refining their designs. 
They generated meaningful questions, investigated solutions, 

and explained their thinking, demonstrating true student-driven 
learning and discovery.

DNG
Courtney Cox

12th  Anatomy & Physiology



While learning about urbanization, infrastructure and sustainable 
communities, these AP Human Geography students used legos to 

represent the populations of different international cities on a world 
map.  The visual helped students see population growth over an 

extended time period and the impact it is having on communities.   

McCall Elementary  
Ashton Adams

1st Grade RLA /SS

This first grade class read the book My Teacher for President  and  
discussed the contributions of historical figures such as George 

Washington.  They then connected it to our LEAD Matrix by doing 
a Four Corner Activity sharing which of the LEAD characteristics 

they thought the figure showed.  

Aledo High School / Daniel Ninth Grade  
Jennifer Faulkner 

9th Grade AP Human Geography



Science
Department 
Update

Ensuring high levels of learning for all students

ALEDO ISD2025-2026



Academic 
Discussion

Professional Learning
We will keep current with 

developments, new content, 
new approaches, and 
changing methods of 

instructional delivery within 
our discipline.  Texas 

Teacher Standard 3A(iii)

So that I can connect student’s 
prior understanding and 

real-world experiences to new 
content and contexts, maximizing 

learning opportunities.



Ongoing Professional Learning



Refining 
Curriculum



Having an IMPACT on Learning



3rd- Bio: Comparative DCA Data 2025-2026

Growth
Approaches 0.6%
Meets 1.8%
Masters 2.7%



Ensuring High 
Levels of Learning 
for ALL Students!


