Notice of the Monday, February 11, 2007, 6:00 p.m. regular meeting of the Board of Education of School District 73-0017, of Red Willow County, Nebraska  which was held in the Junior High Conference Room, was given by publication in the McCook Daily Gazette.

“It is the mission of McCook Public Schools to equip all students to succeed in a complex global society.”

School Board Minutes

I. Call to Order
A. Roll Call at 6:00 p.m.
Present:  Mrs. Diane Lyons, Mr. Shane Messersmith, Mr. Larry Shields, Mr. Greg Larson, Mr. Tom Bredvick, Mr. Mike Gonzales
B. Recognition of Open Meeting Law
C. Pledge of Allegiance

II. Reports, Communications & Public Participation

A.  Towncast Presentation – Brent May, Cyndi Wilcox, and Linda Crandall presented information on the towncast podcasts that students were doing as a result of a grant.  Students Samantha McCarville, Alex Trew, and Anna West played the first podcast they have created.  Will be a 14 chapter series on the history of McCook, problems facing it, and possible solutions.  This is an ongoing project.

B.  Mr. Gross talked about the external school visitations that five of the administrators made to York, Waverly, Norris, and Seward high school.  A chart was shared that shows the similarities and differences in the way the schools operate.

C.  Student Council Report – Renetta Rawlings and Taylor Powell gave the report on the Color Day Dance.  The group has also donated to the local United Way, given Powerade drinks to visiting teams and gave cookies and Mac’s Drive-In coupons to the high school custodians.

D.  PTO – No one present for report sharing.  Sent a note that box top competition runs through Feb. 15.  Meals were taken up for the teachers during parent-teacher conferences.  Reminder that March 1 is Family Fun Nite and that the school board is responsible for the raffle table.

E. No public comments.




III. Consent agenda  
A. Approval of Minutes
B. Approval of Expenditures/Payroll for January
Motion by Shields, second by Bredvick to “approve consent agenda as presented.” 
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Shields, Larson, Bredvick, Gonzales
Nays:  None
Motion:  Carried 6-0

IV. Reports from Staff Members and Committees – None



V.  Board and Administrative Comments

A.  Mr. Schley commented that the ag program has gone through some trying times but is back to being under control.  He found the policy handbook that the administration went through last year and will look to see what revisions need to come to the policy committee.  Also advised that the board and public pay close attention to LB 987 concerning the Education Department and assessments.

B.  Chris Wallace gave an informational presentation concerning the need for a new route bus.  He will bring more information to the March meeting, including possibilities of replacing 15-passenger vans.

C.  Board Comments
Mr. Bredvick and Mr. Messersmith discussed their liaison meeting with three member of the high school staff.

VI. New Business

A. Accept Donation of $5000 from Vern and Sara Esch (Christopher Esch Memorial)
Motion by Bredvick, seconded by Gonzales to “accept the Chris Esch Memorial with condolences to the Esch family.”
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Shields, Larson, Bredvick, Gonzales.
Nays:  None
Motion:  Carried 6-0







B.	Accept Donation of $7700 wrestling mat.
Motion by Lyons, seconded by Messersmith, to “accept wrestling mat donation with gratitude.”  
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Shields, Larson, Bredvick, Gonzales.
Nays:  None
Motion:  Carried 6-0

C.  Consideration of Recognition of the McCook Education Association.
Motion by Bredvick, seconded by Shields to “recognize MEA as the collective bargaining representative for all certificated staff for the McCook Public School system.”
Ayes:  Lyons, Messersmith, Shields, Larson, Bredvick, Gonzales.
Nays:  None
Motion:  Carried 6-0

	D.  1st Reading – Board Policy – Anti Bullying
Motion by Lyons, seconded by Bredvick to table the first reading of the Anti-Bullying Policy and give it to the policy committee to consider.  Carried 6-0

VII	     Positive Comments

	     Cassie – Thanked Mr. Schley for the snow day.  Complimented staff on job of    
                  clearing sidewalks.  Dodgeball tournament hosted by National Honor Society 
	      was a good time for everyone.  Students appreciate Mr. Schley’s presence in
                  the school.

	     Mike – Athletic teams continue to do well.

                Tom – Impressed with Stampede newspaper.  Has visited with patrons with 
	     grandchildren in our system who like what they see going on.

                 Mr. Schley – Impressed with the ag kids, their parents, and the support the 
                 community gives them.  Chris Wallace and crew did a great job plowing to
                 get snow away from the schools.  Seven athletes that qualified for state
                 wrestling.

                Larry – Enjoyed the PT Conferences at the junior high and the interaction with
                the students involved.  Lots of participation but was let down by the lack of
                parents that came to the high school conferences.  Stampede newspaper.

               Shane – Help and support of Mr. Schley, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Tubbs in working
               through the problems with the ag program.

              Diane – Stampede issue dealt with difficult issues, not a typical high-school 
              newspaper.  Enjoyed her visit to the high school last month.  Looking forward 
              to observing Mr. Cunningham’s business classes.

              Greg – Stampede newspaper.  Positive comments from staff at Comfort Inn in
              Scottsbluff concerning the mature behavior of our athletes.  Thanked Gering AD
              for his performance during our game with them last week.

Adjourned at 7:40
                   

